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<p>Reblogging this as a reminder that either Mike was indeed lying through his teeth in that monologue by just saying what he thought El needed to hear, or the Duffers really do have no idea what they wrote and filmed in previous seasons.</p>
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<p>Mike may not have fullen understood what Will was really saying there, but I think he knew something wasn&rsquo;t quite right about it being from El.</p>
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<p>That has to be the most accurate gif usage I&rsquo;ve ever seen.</p>
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<p>Mike and Lucas are literally looking at Will/Max with the same exact expression.</p>
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<p>As if Conan would be tender. If you can’t handle his love, then he would find you unworthy, anyway.</p>
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Date: 2022-12-05 22:07:19 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/702837465366642688
Slug: inconsistencies-like-that-could-fall-under-early
Reblog key: NRT7xkmD
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lesbianmindflayer/702827443280658432
Reblog name: lesbianmindflayer
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lesbianmindflayer/702827443280658432">lesbianmindflayer</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Personally, I think the strongest bi Mike evidence is season 1. I have a hard time explaining some bits of season 1 tbqh. Like I <i>can</i> but I feel like my season 1 arguments are the weakest because there wasn’t a bunch of his character to go off of yet. Nor was the overt repulsion we see towards girls in later seasons. (We only really have the grimace after he calls El pretty scene as an example of that) </p></blockquote>
<p>Inconsistencies like that could fall under Early Installment Weirdness (to use the TVTropes term). The early entries of a work can clash with later developments because it’s the result of the creators still trying to flesh things out. Granted, I don’t see a ton of this in Stranger Things, but it’s still important to keep in mind that, in season 1, the Duffers weren’t really prepared for a huge franchise.</p><p>It’s not a stretch to say that the Duffers hadn’t thought ahead to what they were going to do with the kids, at least relationship-wise. Is his treatment of El in season 1 the result of his awkwardness or the fact that he’s just doing what he thinks he’s supposed to? Only the Duffers know for sure, but it still ended up developing the way it did.</p>
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Reblog url: https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/702681684729036800/hawkinsschoolcounselor-seeing-the-tag-going
Reblog name: willthecleric
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Body: <p><a href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/702681684729036800/hawkinsschoolcounselor-seeing-the-tag-going" class="tumblr_blog">willthecleric</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/hawkinsschoolcounselor/702669556084293632/seeing-the-tag-going-nuts-over-noah-saying-he" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>Seeing the tag going nuts over Noah saying he doesn’t think Mike likes Will back…</p><p>I don’t know if I should laugh or cry.</p><p>Come on, guys. He probably hasn’t even seen any scripts, yet. This would be how he’d answer the question regardless.</p><p>This is the same guy who said that Will’s sexual orientation was “up to interpretation” after season 3. </p><p>He’s not allowed to say anything else.</p><p>We literally can’t glean anything from his responses to these questions. He’s simply doing what he can to keep fans engaged.</p></blockquote>


<p>It baffles me that people keep expecting the cast to reveal huge plot points. What are people expecting? Noah to say something like ‘yeah, Mike is  in love with Will and they end up together.’ Why would he say this at a con? </p><p>We know Byler is requited and endgame, but casual viewers don’t. This kind of thing is a huge spoiler. It’s canon that Will is in love with Mike, but to the majority of the audience Mike is in love with El (regardless of the fact that a lot of them are now seeing Mileven as toxic). To their minds Mileven is endgame. Noah was just going with that.</p></blockquote>


<p>I mean, I sort of get it. People are content starved, so they&rsquo;re liable to pick apart every little thing. This is probably especially true for the newer members of the fandom who haven&rsquo;t gone through this before.</p><p>However, people better buckle up and settle in because it&rsquo;s going to be another loooong off-season. If it&rsquo;s indeed true that filming isn&rsquo;t scheduled to begin until May 2023, then we&rsquo;re looking at filming wrapping up probably towards the end of that year. That would put us roughly on track for a release in the second half of 2024.</p><p>That&rsquo;s two years from now.</p><p>It&rsquo;s gonna be a while. Let&rsquo;s not go insane in the meantime.</p>
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Slug: seeing-the-tag-going-nuts-over-noah-saying-he
Reblog key: VFHADQZD
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>Seeing the tag going nuts over Noah saying he doesn’t think Mike likes Will back&hellip;</p><p>I don’t know if I should laugh or cry.</p><p>Come on, guys. He probably hasn’t even seen any scripts, yet. This would be how he’d answer the question regardless.</p><p>This is the same guy who said that Will’s sexual orientation was “up to interpretation” after season 3. </p><p>He’s not allowed to say anything else.</p><p>We literally can’t glean anything from his responses to these questions. He’s simply doing what he can to keep fans engaged.</p>
Tags: byler

Post id: 702567124821000192
Date: 2022-12-02 22:30:22 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/702567124821000192
Slug: last-but-not-least-ugly-sweater-3-received
Reblog key: TpfvVYO2
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>Last, but not least, ugly sweater #3 received:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1191" data-orig-width="1000" style=""><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1cc0fe84e9d1827f89b5f6650379f240/0a6ee841cfa52dbe-d8/s540x810/4c6da07b85350f0d3ddd224ec17060df6d6a5cdf.png" data-orig-height="1191" data-orig-width="1000"/></figure><p>(Available at <a href="https://www.merchoid.com/stranger-things-christmas-sweater-jumper/">Merchoid</a>)</p>
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Post id: 702546212018077696
Date: 2022-12-02 16:57:58 GMT
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Slug: oh-crap-something-i-wrote-ended-up-on-facebook
Reblog key: mRYqhTVj
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/coldninjaruins-blog/702538823773601792
Reblog name: coldninjaruins-blog
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/coldninjaruins-blog/702538823773601792">coldninjaruins-blog</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I love so much to read bylers analysis old post </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1353" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d933a27fda838808d6adb574cf432aaf/9fb406e431a49fe7-54/s640x960/054cfea35718016ced33fc149a638ae2cc66623e.jpg" data-orig-height="1353" data-orig-width="720"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1228" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/58ae35fdd10bc95677c2c0fa571163a9/9fb406e431a49fe7-d9/s640x960/703195e354056af6be6d259cd10056ddf3bb23a9.jpg" data-orig-height="1228" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>@/clericbyers <a href="https://at.tumblr.com/clericbyers/186752384079/8re5328hmnoa">x</a></p><p>@/hawkinsschoolcounselor <a href="https://at.tumblr.com/hawkinsschoolcounselor/186428843328/9suzzht1rc3x">x</a></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="316" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6e5c4ff8c3e5a0f4350b714945f20ad7/9fb406e431a49fe7-d8/s640x960/cab77e6165e30ca1a2737ee8b070314195876a64.jpg" data-orig-height="316" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p><small>Fun fact, I found the second post through a facebook memory of someone who translated this post .</small></p><p><small>And this person translated the last line as</small></p><p><small>&ldquo;He&rsquo;s telling Mike the only way he dares that Mike is what he <i><b>needs</b></i>.&rdquo;</small></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="804" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/755836f1edf9c965b13115e6f0e5d84f/9fb406e431a49fe7-bc/s640x960/17931c4bd1511efda899ed4c78cb037fbd6f8c1a.gif" data-orig-height="804" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>Like they were writing this in season 3, when most were still denying Will liked Mike or that Will was even gay. When everyone was calling them delusional for their analysis. </p><p>And then we have in season 4 Will having no other love interest (to the surprise of many, why did the writers make this decision&hellip;) his <i><b>love </b></i>for Mike being much more evident and Will literally saying that (he) <i><b>needs</b></i> Mike and <i><b>always</b></i> will. Because it will always be Mike to Will. He will always love Mike.</p><p>Who would have seen this coming&hellip;</p></blockquote>
<p>Oh, crap, something I wrote ended up on Facebook? </p><p>I approve of the translation. It&rsquo;s actually rather flattering that someone took the time to do so. It makes me feel good to know someone felt my words mattered enough to do that.</p><p>We&rsquo;re not delusional, and I&rsquo;m glad we&rsquo;re able to confidently say that now.</p>
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Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lesbianmindflayer/702484222894587904
Reblog name: lesbianmindflayer
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://pppp-lesbian.tumblr.com/post/702484135255670784/where-do-you-fall-on-the-gay-mike">pppp-lesbian</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1500" data-orig-width="1500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/49d2bdcfcbde6cff2ac9a1dbb3eb5be5/ed4ac18ab9ab7386-df/s640x960/2392eb5b67fb53aec8dabeea3e6b11f112aa52e2.png" data-orig-height="1500" data-orig-width="1500"/></figure></div><p>Where do you fall on the gay Mike spectrum</p><p><small>(shoutouts to <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MS9ROkZcbpJdqzAnVSgyo7g">@angelwithnightmares</a> for the og image!)</small></p></blockquote>
<p>He’s a gay homosexual.</p>
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Reblog url: 
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Title: 
Body: <p>Ugly sweater #2 received:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1184" data-orig-width="983"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/22f8a543a20700de1f67a030ab1610d3/ff60d25e2c5478a6-5a/s540x810/370c28cbf61a1ff6af25efb273eebb02273056b7.png" data-orig-height="1184" data-orig-width="983"/></figure><p>Mike, Dustin, and Lucas would lose their minds. Will would definitely sketch this out for them, but I don’t know who would be able to knit it. Joyce?</p><p>(Available at <a href="https://www.merchoid.com/stranger-things-hellfire-club-christmas-sweater-jumper/">Merchoid</a>)</p>
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Slug: i-got-a-new-ugly-christmas-sweater-today
Reblog key: 4b05fA0N
Reblog url: 
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Body: <p>I got a new ugly Christmas sweater today.</p><figure data-orig-width="800" data-orig-height="1000" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/03d6a3e1c8bf64bcf3aa95a1aa90ddef/5722886f405d6412-f4/s540x810/4aa211536ae5321c81a26d003454b266218c34e0.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="800" data-orig-height="1000"/></figure><p>(Available at <a href="https://www.justgeek.com/collections/jumpers/products/official-ghostbusters-christmas-jumper-ugly-sweater?variant=30333795663949">JustGeek</a>)</p><p>Will probably bought one for Mike this year, too.</p>
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Reblog key: Y6dNDsmp
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/coldninjaruins-blog/702282325620293633">coldninjaruins-blog</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1410"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/216676046df50ffa42288fd39d47315e/2b7bf0f3d6ee9dfc-7a/s640x960/54bba8ed4edf292de2afc7f34b3dcb114689d613.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1410"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="634" data-orig-width="1263"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0c45935bbe2e532b298af2447a38fea8/2b7bf0f3d6ee9dfc-98/s640x960/ebe4d0100532c6b9b25ce558a640112e29699fdf.jpg" data-orig-height="634" data-orig-width="1263"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="639" data-orig-width="1288"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ba97f6f186bcadefe2a478e6cf42fe5b/2b7bf0f3d6ee9dfc-11/s640x960/72f87daab7e0e50b547f544a3b2d5889e5d3406f.jpg" data-orig-height="639" data-orig-width="1288"/></figure></div><p>Thinking if El was hoping for Mike to answer &ldquo;Of course I love you&rdquo; like in the romantic movies and shows she used to watch :(</p></blockquote>
<p>If I’m not mistaken, the soap opera El is watching is All My Children, and that scene deals with Erica Kane and a romantic interest, Mark, who turns out to be her half-sibling, and that’s why they can’t be together.</p><p>Depending on how much of a long game the Duffers are playing, it’s another indication that Mike and El really have more of a platonic/sibling-type relationship. They love each other, but not romantically. They just haven’t figured that out yet.</p>
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Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://doriandrifting.tumblr.com/post/702119070837932032">doriandrifting</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://bitesizedbyler-deactivated20221.tumblr.com/post/702111876428038144">bitesizedbyler-deactivated20221</a>:</p><blockquote><p>when they ask me why I don’t believe Mike’s monologue I just show them this cause the whiplash from “simple dumb luck” to “love at first sight” nearly snapped my neck</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="269" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4858b5a5d4466677fce61ddbf5ae544a/7f392505186b3f0b-f8/s640x960/f5d21f6b2377900cff1dc56e8ad3a0eebb5cc684.gif" data-orig-height="269" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fd8705846e629df31dce02c41c16f0da/7f392505186b3f0b-23/s640x960/d42b0467f18e7002a520a5ab3ad2755cd693572c.gif" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>(<small>Also “<i>stumbled on her</i> in the woods” vs “my life started that day <i>we</i> <i>found you</i> in the woods” like the language change is so interesting)</small></p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p><b><small><i>Stranger Things 4.08 “Papa” / 4.09 “The Piggyback”</i></small></b></p></blockquote></blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="267" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0d810dba3ff242bca5e9dba53a271073/34fd89ddd49a9a37-64/s640x960/25b46aaf24c8c95ac7464efb2887a6cd9b13617a.gif" data-orig-height="267" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>“But the truth is El, I don’t know how to live without you.”</p><p>That’s not romantic. It’s sad.</p><p>That sort of reasoning is why Mike’s parents are still together. It’s all that they know, and they wouldn’t know what to do if they split up. Couples that stay together because it’s all they know grow to resent each other (like Karen), or, at the very least, settle into an indifferent routine (like Ted).</p><p>If I’ve said it once, I’ve said it a thousand times: Mike and El are the epitome of “I love you because I need you” instead of “I need you because I love you.” Their “love” is secondary to their co-dependence. </p><p>The sooner they break up and learn to be friends, like they should have from the start, the better.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sollody/702206823827111936">sollody</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/702201797816860672">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lesbianmindflayer/702201097226469376">lesbianmindflayer</a>:</p><blockquote><p>This may sound weird but, grapes. Does anyone know where grapes are showed in the show? </p></blockquote><p>All I can think of is wine. Besides seeing Karen drink it, we also have the whole Hopper chianti thing.</p></blockquote><p>Not sure if it counts, but in 204 [Will the Wise], there&rsquo;s that Wheeler family breakfast scene (the one where Nancy asks her mum if she&rsquo;s allowed to &lsquo;spend the night at her friend&rsquo;s house&rsquo;) - and right at the start of the scene, Mike goes: &ldquo;Do you like <i>those grapes</i>, Holly?&rdquo;. (:</p></blockquote>
<p>Ah, yes, you’re right. Good catch.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lesbianmindflayer/702200081594580992">lesbianmindflayer</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Just kind of realizing season 5 is going to be about movement during the sunlight. Since the creatures in the upside down are not fans of heat. </p></blockquote>
<p>Even more reason for season 5 to take place in November. It’ll be cold and dark most of the time.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lesbianmindflayer/702201097226469376">lesbianmindflayer</a>:</p><blockquote><p>This may sound weird but, grapes. Does anyone know where grapes are showed in the show? </p></blockquote>
<p>All I can think of is wine. Besides seeing Karen drink it, we also have the whole Hopper chianti thing.</p>
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<p>You young people looking up old stuff has me feeling good. More people need to experience the 80s.</p><p>Just don’t forget you have an oldhead in your midst. I remember the days before blue replaced tan as a M&amp;M color.</p><p>We literally voted on it.</p>
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<blockquote><p>I feel like all the Hopper and Mike parallels aren’t so much about Mike being like a caretaker to El, but more about how El plays a similar role in both Hopper and Mike’s life. El is someone they both care about very much, with both of them claiming their life started to mean something when they found her. </p><p><b>Hoppers letter:</b> “I left some Eggos out in the woods and you came into my life. I started to feel things again. I started to feel happy.” </p><p><b>Mike’s monologue:</b> “I feel like my life started that day we found you in the woods.” </p><p>They were both struggling with the loss of someone when they found El. She gave them a new purpose, she made them feel happy when nothing else could. </p><p><b>Hoppers monologue:</b> “I told myself they needed me. But that wasn’t true. That’s a lie, they didn’t need me, I needed them.” </p><p><b>Mike in the van</b>: “What if after all this is over, she doesn’t need me anymore? … The truth is, when I stumbled on her in the woods, she just needed someone.”</p><p>Hopper and Mike BOTH needed El when they found her. Mike is scared of her not needing him because he needed her. Mike is still telling himself she needs him, even though it’s becoming harder for him to ignore the fact that she doesn’t. Hopper went through the same thing in s3, he wanted her to stay away from Mike and hang out with him more. He was missing the days when it was just the two of them, and when El relied more heavily on him. Hopper’s letter focused so much on Mike because a lot of what he was saying could be applied to him. He’s scared of change.</p><p>Mike wishes their relationship could be like it was before, with El more dependent on him so he could feel the same happiness he did when he felt like she needed him. Hopper had the same struggle with accepting that El wasn’t going to need him forever, and she would eventually grow up and become independent. </p><p>Hopper and Mike both have to let El go in order for her to be happy. She’ll always be a part of their lives, but they’ve both had to accept that she doesn’t need them by her side all the time anymore. She can only become the best version of herself when she lets go of the people who wanted her to stay the same. </p><p>Hopper and Mike were El’s first guides to the world. They showed her how things work, what to eat, how to speak, and made rules for her to follow in order for her to stay hidden and safe. Everything she knew about the world came from what they told her; hence why Max said “Not Hopper, not Mike, you” because the only things she had ever liked were things they had shown her. They always wanted what was best for her, but their flaw was wanting her to stay the same person due to their own fears and insecurities. They could never show El everything she wanted to see because they still saw her as someone who needed protecting. </p><p>Hopper accepted this in s3, he acknowledged that El was growing and changing without him, and encouraged her to keep doing so. The only thing he asked was that he wanted to always be a part of her life. He still needs her, and he probably always will. But he’s okay with her being alone and making her own rules. </p><p>Now it’s time for Mike to do the same. </p></blockquote>
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<p>Am I the only one who sees Will’s magic targeting Mike’s shield? It looks to me like he’s enchanting it.</p><p>They’re protecting each other.</p>
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Body: <p>As interesting as Flickergate is, I can’t help but think the established link between the Upside Down and real world make it impossible.</p><p>While the Upside Down is indeed frozen on November 6, 1983, it is still shown in season 4 as interacting with the current day. </p><p>That said, they seem to be playing fast and loose with things as they further the story. We’ll see where they go with this in about six years or so.</p>
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<p>Mike meets someone for the first time who instantly clocks him as pretending to be someone he’s not. Despite this, the general audience thinks Mike was being sincere at the airport.</p><p>I guess this little bit was added for the lulz?</p>
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<p>I don’t mind being contradicted here. I’d <i>love </i>to see that scene.</p><p>I sort of wonder how they intended to work it into season 2, assuming it wasn’t just empty words.</p>
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<p>As nice as that would be, it would take Finn bulking up and Mike having a timeskip and a Rocky-esque training montage for it to be believable that he could wield a sword.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/willbyersabyss/701705897631727616">willbyersabyss</a>:</p><blockquote><p>“Do you really think Mike will break up with El for her brother?” </p><p>Nope! Do I think that El will break up with Mike to pursue her own happiness and Mike will date his best friend of 10 years? Yep!</p></blockquote>
<p>I’m really tired of people referring to Will as El’s brother in this context, as if Mike only knows him because he dated El. Will was his first and best friend for most of his life.</p>
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<p>I don’t recall them ever promising to reuse that. We only know about it in the first place because Finn mentioned it was one of his favorite scenes, and he was upset that they cut it.</p><p>This person is either confused from the fan speculation that they’ll reuse it or is just trying to stir shit up for giggles.</p>
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<p>There’s so much left unanswered regarding the Mindflayer, and they made a point to show that it’s still out there in season 4. </p><p>Season 5 has high expectations, and I believe the Duffers are capable of meeting those expectations. I just hate that it’ll be 50 years before we get to see it.</p>
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<p>Mike could straight up tell Will he loves him while crying, and Reddit would be all “look how good of a friend Mike is.”</p>
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<p>I’m convinced that Will’s art has great importance to it in general.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="350" data-orig-width="590"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b32f8be13498fd89ea257597cebfe36b/0c27d0ce8e72ec3b-ae/s640x960/e6e9bd6d99be73f416995c0aac9a92c549e35fc3.jpg" data-orig-height="350" data-orig-width="590"/></figure></div><p>The kid drew a picture of a prisoner who highly resembles Hopper before anyone knew he was still alive. It even shows someone helping to break his leg shackle, which is how he initially escapes. It’s not like it was a clue for the audience since it was hard to spot, and it was already revealed to the audience that Hopper was alive in a Russian prison camp in the first teaser.</p><p>Will is a Divination Wizard/Knowledge Cleric. He’s able to glimpse the future, and this knowledge often serves as inspiration for his art and perhaps other things, such as his D&amp;D campaign.</p>
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<p>Interesting.</p><p>Obviously, plans can change, but this is an interesting, if not exactly important, tidbit of information to drop out of nowhere. In addition to the fact that, like you said, it means that they make it to adulthood, it also means we can speculate as to their jobs.</p><p>Mike definitely had the typical teacher/professor look to him, but Will’s clothes were also very similar to Mr. Clarke’s. Perhaps they both work at the school.</p><p>Lucas had a more “business casual” look, while Dustin was peak nerd (fitting since he’s proud of who he is). Maybe Lucas gets into IT or programming, which often come with more relaxed dress codes. I can see Dustin being a “Bill Nye the Science Guy” type of TV personality, getting kids interested in science.</p><p>This was a fun thing to learn. Anyone else have other ideas?</p>
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<p>Wow, that&rsquo;s just beautiful. Where is this from?</p>
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<p>Dr. Owens read this “article,” and that’s why he thought Max was a boy.</p>
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Body: <figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="898" data-orig-width="1001"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/691f90960d32529ef36d010c3464220f/1caa621770188e82-26/s540x810/51ea7f1bd29b0bb372e77572d4a5569b772c4fe2.jpg" data-orig-height="898" data-orig-width="1001"/></figure><figure data-orig-height="220" data-orig-width="220"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/80678228b4f14226fa589bb64b7724c9/1caa621770188e82-09/s540x810/e3852815c8222ed9af28ec4842201bd85a788879.gif" data-orig-height="220" data-orig-width="220"/></figure><p>Well, just settle down, Terry.</p><p>I think we have a handful of possibilities if we go purely on what we already know.</p><ol><li>Probably the simplest answer, it’s referencing Upside Down vines “crawling” across Hawkins as the town gets more and more engulfed by the strange dimension.</li><li>It’s a reference to a Dungeon Crawl, which is a specific element of a D&amp;D campaign where a party traverses a dangerous location for loot and/or quest completion. I could see the Party describing a plan to attack the Upside Down in this way. I just don’t see it happening in episode 1.</li><li>It’s a reference to the “opening crawl” of a Star Wars film that presents the exposition that leads into the action of the first scene.</li><li>Er, maybe someone actually has to crawl somewhere?</li></ol>
Tags: stranger things 5, byler
Downloaded files: "51ea7f1bd29b0bb372e77572d4a5569b772c4fe2.jpg",
 "e3852815c8222ed9af28ec4842201bd85a788879.gif"

Post id: 700198574854684672
Date: 2022-11-06 19:03:17 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/700198574854684672
Slug: while-i-know-that-people-are-going-nuts-over-the
Reblog key: nZ3TK2kQ
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>While I know that people are going nuts over the prominence of the painting in the new merchandise and thinking it indicates Byler on the horizon (and it might), I think it more directly is hinting at something else.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1536" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9a7dd5685a267744f7fe2a5c4b7eaa9f/46c0389143aea737-5e/s540x810/08876a2f6cc4ab7570461d7c8728ec2819410d17.jpg" data-orig-height="1536" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure><p>This may well be a big hint as to the events of season 5. They’ve already mentioned how important the painting was, saying how they had several drafts and spent all day filming the scene where it was revealed. I highly doubt that, as big of a deal as Byler will be for many of us, it is merely being used to set up their romance.</p><p>Whether it’s because Will does indeed have the ability to manipulate reality, or has the ability to see the future, or it’s simply just a clever bit of foreshadowing, I think we’re going to see the Party, now about the same age as Nancy/Steve/Jonathan in season 1, fighting the monster next season (probably while El is facing off against Vecna). The show will come full circle in the sense that the boys will be able to do what they were too young, inexperienced, and ill equipped to do before.</p><p>Will can finally get some payback for what Vecna and the Upside Down has done to him. Following his heart (Mike), with his best friends backing him up, and maybe even using some neat powers to truly become Will the Wise, our favorite boy will be a key player for sure.</p>
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<p>They’ve known we know.</p><p>That’s what makes the move to have Will canonically love Mike so important. There’s no going back now. </p><p>Either Will ends up happy with Mike in one of the biggest slowburn gay romances ever, or the Duffers will be writing just another piece of shit “sad gay boy ends up alone and/or dead while his straight friends are happy” story.</p><p>My guess is that it was always the plan to slowly build up to the reveal that the two of them are in love, but the fans catching on <i>much </i>earlier than expected may have changed how they went about it.</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "a44c3c0a7a75e375a51754a95a9e9ed86eafad1f.jpg",
 "b230ddd0efe5c80a53bff66c0303879c0c0964de.png"

Post id: 700029703410663424
Date: 2022-11-04 22:19:08 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/700029703410663424
Slug: im-just-keeping-it-in-the-back-of-my-mind-that
Reblog key: Bxpq7L1V
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lesbianmindflayer/700005523529121792
Reblog name: lesbianmindflayer
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lesbianmindflayer/700005523529121792">lesbianmindflayer</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1305" data-orig-width="1170"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5704d208e20a42d348e8e6d74a881147/dbce5e1307949722-5b/s640x960/75bcbc143bbc7ef65bc9faf74bd9616dde67e471.png" data-orig-height="1305" data-orig-width="1170"/></figure></div><p>Super secret be there? EXCUSE ME.</p><p>Also new photos?? Headsets on??? (Okay this one I assume is about the soundtrack special releases or something) </p><p>What does it meaaaan, I’m hoping they post this stuff online for those of us who live nowhere close. I’m sure they will lol</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lesbianmindflayer/699944548562092032">lesbianmindflayer</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/699942513441751040">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lesbianmindflayer/699932057275596800">lesbianmindflayer</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Re: the Byers phone</p><p>I know some people have pointed out that it says Joyce got the job recently. But we are disregarding the fact that despite <i>no one</i> being home in California it was <b>still</b> getting a busy line. I think it’s possible that ALL calls from Hawkins were cut off from the Byers house. The Byers and everyone else weren’t aware and this was likely to prevent government tracing of them. </p></blockquote><p>It’s not really a surprise that they’d still be getting a busy signal if you keep in mind the setting. Back in those days, all it took to get a busy signal was the phone being off the cradle, creating an open line. While it may not have shown on screen, it’s very possible that their phone was knocked off the hook during the shootout. </p></blockquote><p>Very very true I wish they would answer all the phone mysteries in s5 but I have a feeling it’ll never be brought up again lol</p></blockquote>
<p>Probably not. I think they like leaving loose ends that they never intend to tie up.</p><p>While I may not have much time to post these days, the fandom can feel free to take advantage of my age when it comes to matters like 80s phones. </p>
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<p>It’s not really a surprise that they’d still be getting a busy signal if you keep in mind the setting. Back in those days, all it took to get a busy signal was the phone being off the cradle, creating an open line. While it may not have shown on screen, it’s very possible that their phone was knocked off the hook during the shootout. </p>
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<p>His lips pull in because of words he’s desperately trying to hold in. This boy will be an emotional mess whenever he either stops being scared or simply can’t resist anymore.</p>
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<p>I’m just busy because the school year started up again.</p><p>Plus, I went so hard in the three years heading into season 3 that I burned myself out, anyway. I’m still around, though.</p>
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<p>I take it that his sword is, or is inspired by, a Flametongue. That&rsquo;s an appropriate choice given that effect fire has on the Upside Down and anything connected to it. I was personally thinking a Holy Avenger or maybe a Sunblade, since Mike&rsquo;s a paladin, but a Flametongue is probably better.</p>
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<p>I&rsquo;m in total agreement here. I think Mike&rsquo;s first &ldquo;realization&rdquo; was the moment Will walked off to dance with that girl at the Snow Ball. That was not the look of someone who was proud of his friend for landing a dance. He was directly paralleled with Dustin, who was moping over Max dancing with Lucas.</p><p>Mike proceeds to aggressively deny these feelings. He throws himself into his relationship with El in a ridiculously over the top manner. His entire point was for everyone to see how straight he is. This is demonstrated in how his friends call him out on neglecting them. Lucas even counters Mike&rsquo;s claim that he&rsquo;s spending quality time with his girlfriend by mentioning that he&rsquo;s doing the same without isolating himself. This is the sort of performative relationship one could expect from a gay teen in denial. Do we even need to mention how shallow his relationship is with El? How much more his fight with Will hurt him compared to El dumping him? How Will was the one he rushed to apologize to?</p><p>Season 4 shows us Mike using his long distance relationship to maintain having a girlfriend without having to do much. His letters are implied to be written with the bare minimum of sincerity given the smaller pieces of paper and &ldquo;from Mike,&rdquo; especially when you compare it to the letter he got from El on nice stationery and multiple pages. He puts on another performative relationship act at the airport, while being oddly guarded around Will. He has no idea how to talk to El when she&rsquo;s upset, and, in fact, he&rsquo;s more upset at Will&rsquo;s lack of interaction than with how El has been treated. Mike mopes about Will moping, and only starts to perk up when he talks with Will, despite El being gone and in danger.</p><p>The van scene was such an interesting case of miscommunication. They both want the same thing, but are convinced the other doesn&rsquo;t. Will uses El to mask his own feelings. Mike wants them to be Will&rsquo;s feelings, but is led to think they&rsquo;re El&rsquo;s. There&rsquo;s no doubt in my mind that El was going to gently break up with Mike at the pizza place. Not a &ldquo;I dump your ass,&rdquo; but a &ldquo;I think we&rsquo;re not right for each other, but I still want you in my life.&rdquo; Will, sadly, isn&rsquo;t aware of this, and he pushes Mike to say he loves her. Do we need to mention how Mike struggled to come up with something to say to her when he had no trouble doing so when Will was possessed?</p><p>This is a boy who claims to love El, who desperately <i>needs</i> to love El, but actually loves Will. He knows it, but he&rsquo;s afraid of it. He&rsquo;s afraid of being gay. He&rsquo;s afraid of being abandoned. But, perhaps most importantly, he&rsquo;s afraid of Will rejecting him. He hates when Will is mad at him. He felt lost without Will in Hawkins. Losing Will for good is probably his biggest fear.</p><p>It&rsquo;ll be interesting to see how they reconcile this situation in the final season. I just hope they do it justice.</p>
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<p>okay reblogging again bc I had a thought- I wonder why the doors aren’t boarded up like they are for max and Chrissy’s scenes (max’s master of puppets scene)? Why not just trap Will in the house? Why let him get to the shed? </p><p>It’s interesting to me that we get a lot of open door imagery with Will (the doors opening for him during his s2 episodes in the upside-down-&gt; also, since Will’s body in the real world does the exact same thing as his body in the upside down visions, then <i>how did those doors open in the real world?</i> Because he doesn’t open them with his body because we would have seen upside-down will do that. I’m wondering if he opened them with his mind, in a parallel to both El and Henry, like even if the mindflayer or something opened the door in the upside/down, the irl door still had to open for Will to get outside.), especially considering thing like El seeing that red door when she was looking for Heather in s3, and the boarded up doors in the vecna visions, and the significance of the stained glass creel family front door. </p><p>So, maybe vecna couldn’t trap Will in the shed or the house via a boarded up door because Will has powers + can sort of push past that somehow, with all his weird his door opening imagery. So he had to get Will to close the door himself, had to get Will to run into the shed and not only literally close the door and trap himself, but also metaphorically close the door, the door between worlds, trapping him in the upside-down. Maybe?? </p><p>It’s also always struck me as odd that the shed door was already open when Will ran out: almost like how the doors open for him in the upside-down in s2 (which points it it being some sort of episode/vecna vision). </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/696990232105697280">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>In s4, the  Byers siblings<span class="npf_color_joey"><b> </b>lie</span> to the wheeler siblings (who they have romantically feelings for) .And both boys incorrectly think lying to mike and nancy - will make the 2 Wheelers happier in the long run  (when it does the opposite).And while in Lenora, jonathan &amp; Will lie/distance themselves from the wheelers- which has both Wheelers inadvertently drawn to other love interests because of it.  It&rsquo;s alot to unpack😬</h2><p>Like &hellip;that&rsquo;s a tra*ma response (for the boys). Lonnie would <span class="npf_color_joey">lie</span> <b>for selfish reasons.</b> And now the boys are <span class="npf_color_joey">lying</span> <b>for &ldquo;selfless&rdquo;</b> and borderline self-sacrificial <b>reasons</b>.  Don&rsquo;t believe me ? ok- let me explain&hellip;</p><h2>For Jonathan</h2><p>In S1, lonnie  claims  he wants to help jonathan with <b>college</b>. Joyce calls out the fact lonnie is lying,<span class="npf_color_joey"> </span>yelling<span class="npf_color_joey"> </span>&ldquo;<i><b><span class="npf_color_joey">dont</span><span class="npf_color_joey"> LIE </span></b>to me</i>!&rsquo; And she mentions how she knows he&rsquo;s lying- since he doesn&rsquo;t even know that jonathan&rsquo;s dream school has been NYU (since he was 6)<b>. S</b>4 : jonathan <span class="npf_color_joey">lies</span>  to nancy, so nancy won&rsquo;t sacrifice her <b>college</b> dreams. And jonathan goes on a rant about how if he doesn&rsquo;t lie- they&rsquo;d end up like his parents and he&rsquo;d eventually become just like lonnie. <i>Jonathan: &quot;what was I supposed to do?&rdquo; Argyle: <span class="npf_color_joey">&ldquo;Not lie!&rdquo;</span> Jonathan: &ldquo;<span class="npf_color_joey">Not lie?  </span>Argyle: &quot;yeah! &rdquo; Jonathan: <span class="npf_color_joey">Not lie?</span>!&ldquo;  </i>He also doesn&rsquo;t even contemplate nyu as an option (despite wanting to go there since he was 6 years old). The only options that were on the table for him were Emerson (for nancy) or lenora (to take care of joyce and Will&hellip; since he&rsquo;s been taking care of them ever since lonnie left). Jonathan to argyle: &quot;I can&rsquo;t just leave my mom and brother&rdquo; (cough like lonnie) . He never thought about himself once.  Bruh&hellip;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="538" data-orig-width="531"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7b5f6612acb61f3dc87a427f2f4943bb/437382db69733666-0e/s640x960/5523003e88fa653e9434e7ea2a7f9ef21d26e1cf.png" data-orig-height="538" data-orig-width="531"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="726" data-orig-width="1045"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0c239471a901159477e1af8b0a5e4ed8/437382db69733666-73/s640x960/7cef697e3de93c035c50778c49473be126491199.jpg" data-orig-height="726" data-orig-width="1045"/></figure></div><p> We also see jonathan&rsquo;s lie to nancy - makes him distance himself from her to keep the lie up. Which made her insecure about their relationship and start eyeing steve again . </p><h2>For Will: </h2><p>In s1 it&rsquo;s mentioned  lonnie used to call Will h*mophobic slurs, and that despite living near by-  he hadn&rsquo;t visited Will for at least a year. He also insulted Will when jonathan first mentioned he&rsquo;d went missing. Lonnie only visits Hawkins , so he can  lie and pretend he cared about Will (because he  wanted to profit off of Will&rsquo;s de*th- for his &ldquo;debts&rdquo; ). He lies saying the money from Will&rsquo;s de*th -could be used to help jonathan with college (a lie). Joyce in the same convo , where she says lonnie is <span class="npf_color_joey">lying</span> about jonathan/college, says  : &ldquo;<i> you were here for the money&hellip; you never <b>cared</b> about Will! You never did!&rdquo; . W</i>ill in s4: &ldquo;<i>to say how you really feel to the people you <b>care about the most..</b>. what if they don&rsquo;t like the <span class="npf_color_joey">truth</span>.&rdquo; </i>Lonnie lies because  he doesn&rsquo;t care. Will lies to mike beacause he does care (<strike>despite knowing mike isn&rsquo;t a fan of lying). </strike> Will lies to mike about the painting,saying it&rsquo;s from El - because he thinks it&rsquo;ll benefit the people he <b>&ldquo;cares about most&rdquo; (his sister El &amp; best friend  mike).</b> He lies to fix mike/el&rsquo;s relationship,because he cares for both of them .  And because he&rsquo;s &ldquo;scared&rdquo; of mike&rsquo;s reaction to the truth. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="502" data-orig-width="966"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ba27076432e70f4ead1518d4673bd150/437382db69733666-4b/s640x960/c9ec3db36a982f56e80b2a8550a7084be0326ee5.jpg" data-orig-height="502" data-orig-width="966"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="628" data-orig-width="602"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/93ac8e8fd2af062f318eb5349be0a836/437382db69733666-97/s640x960/591e9d36d4a57362501588a1ad0a4e20e1af19f5.jpg" data-orig-height="628" data-orig-width="602"/></figure></div><p>Will is going against his own moral compass, because he incorrectly believes it&rsquo;ll benefit the people he cares about most.  But frankly, I think the lie will back fire,and upset both El and mike when they find out.  Because neither El nor mike like lying (but ironically mike lied to el in s3 , and el lied -for months-to mike in s4. And Will&rsquo;s lie may have been the only thing keeping the couple together. )<strike>Similar to how jonathan&rsquo;s lie -indirectly  brought steve and nancy closer together,again .  </strike></p><p> so yeah in s5, it could backfire on Will, who usually is honest. Cough foreshadowing-</p><p><b>Will to mike,</b>at the skaterink: &ldquo;she <span class="npf_color_joey">lied</span> to you- right <span class="npf_color_joey">to</span><b><span class="npf_color_joey"> your face</span></b> &rdquo; (<strike>so did you Will, about the painting &amp; your romantic feelings .)</strike></p><p><b>Will to El,</b>at the skaterink: &ldquo;why do you keep <span class="npf_color_joey">lying  to Mike</span>? I just don&rsquo;t think mike&rsquo;s  going to like the fact your lying to him. When he finds out he&rsquo;s going to be mad.&rdquo;</p><p>Watch mike gets mad in s5. And Will incorrectly assumes mike is mad about Will&rsquo;s romantic feelings. When mike&rsquo;s actually mad about Will lying - and how Will&rsquo;s lie caused mike to confess to El (under false pretenses). </p><p class="npf_chat">The only way the conflict between the Byers/wheelers can be fixed is if there&rsquo;s honesty (aka jonathan &amp; Will break the relationship pattern they saw from their parents). <strike>And nancy/mike stop mirroring their parent&rsquo;s romance with steve/el,but I digress . </strike>It&rsquo;s not a coincidence  the 2 divorced couples (lonnie/joyce &amp; neil/Billy&rsquo;s mom) literally fight about <span class="npf_color_joey"><b>lying</b></span> <span class="npf_color_joey">.</span></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="539" data-orig-width="447"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/eb257d68399e4d4543347d7582338ac0/437382db69733666-fe/s640x960/b0de7f2edbceca364c9e467fe638e9c73f62f1f5.png" data-orig-height="539" data-orig-width="447"/></figure></div><h2>The single lie both jonathan &amp; Will tell this season- isn&rsquo;t adressed at the end of  s4. But we see how their lies negatively affect their relationships with the wheelers,because of it.  We even see jonathan continue the lie,about college, once reuniting with Nancy.  So what will s5 have in store (given all the various themes that touch upon lying,<strike>not even mentioned in this post)?</strike> I mean &ldquo;friends don&rsquo;t lie&hellip;but boyfriends do&rdquo;. </h2></blockquote>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "5523003e88fa653e9434e7ea2a7f9ef21d26e1cf.png",
 "7cef697e3de93c035c50778c49473be126491199.jpg",
 "c9ec3db36a982f56e80b2a8550a7084be0326ee5.jpg",
 "591e9d36d4a57362501588a1ad0a4e20e1af19f5.jpg",
 "b0de7f2edbceca364c9e467fe638e9c73f62f1f5.png"

Post id: 696963302424788992
Date: 2022-10-02 02:00:00 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/696963302424788992
Slug: 
Reblog key: oLXumxrW
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lesbianmindflayer/696962471022477312
Reblog name: lesbianmindflayer
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/mike-wheeler-defender/696960977853415424">mike-wheeler-defender</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="716" data-orig-width="1460"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/76c7f9474884516e0d03c67f890e5981/5c983f9f5642e28f-00/s640x960/f3c306a54f0b7c255b7cb1496c2ea15296b7d6ef.jpg" data-orig-height="716" data-orig-width="1460"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="134" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f475fe6da0484022cc5e986f102dcabe/5c983f9f5642e28f-f4/s640x960/c80b4e03e89e847fec1ee3dd076ee8d81fd86ab6.jpg" data-orig-height="134" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="971" data-orig-width="1600"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5284b148a345d9fac008d60f39b11d12/5c983f9f5642e28f-b9/s640x960/1f8751805484030edcfca45aca8af57265d5a5de.jpg" data-orig-height="971" data-orig-width="1600"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="134" data-orig-width="827"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/aadfa5a4a9f6977b8b7962596667d9e8/5c983f9f5642e28f-ee/s640x960/28c83da31ac81927f59de0f818c7536b8f2a4f48.jpg" data-orig-height="134" data-orig-width="827"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="812" data-orig-width="1458"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/764d47872373c531971d6f7375923282/5c983f9f5642e28f-a5/s640x960/f84f8b07a5b415f9c45074eaaf78f79f007727e4.jpg" data-orig-height="812" data-orig-width="1458"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="134" data-orig-width="827"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b3caa16736d07d0d7299207c1d5c6b06/5c983f9f5642e28f-5b/s640x960/0d3dbe8f87b667d81387ca8e47811ab3b970513b.jpg" data-orig-height="134" data-orig-width="827"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="721" data-orig-width="1460"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d7217a59828daa4aa2f6e4051e1c49d9/5c983f9f5642e28f-2b/s640x960/efdc65e8f374932faf995132a7373e3ed7203e44.jpg" data-orig-height="721" data-orig-width="1460"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="139" data-orig-width="827"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/71b502cbcb1c74eeec1d945a100b214f/5c983f9f5642e28f-eb/s640x960/556645f7dbe206ccae28e1146798da670dfcc822.jpg" data-orig-height="139" data-orig-width="827"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="341" data-orig-width="808"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/07582829d526e67faea294939b9a7966/5c983f9f5642e28f-2b/s640x960/21eae7e16859ecaeabb2f5d485c8dc4709da6e08.jpg" data-orig-height="341" data-orig-width="808"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="134" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c133320529449c16c6cc1fd826c4417b/5c983f9f5642e28f-be/s640x960/fd047da64acc1de0faeb2244d54347816fd4132d.jpg" data-orig-height="134" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="816" data-orig-width="1447"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/48f6997f03c581e225b6742173ab8992/5c983f9f5642e28f-d6/s640x960/7d608822610c6a5bf55495c3c355109c19d989d9.jpg" data-orig-height="816" data-orig-width="1447"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="134" data-orig-width="827"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7d8cea342c12b567af82cc135d81081d/5c983f9f5642e28f-ad/s640x960/73c332d2230aca9039237bf574413ff2a187f9c5.jpg" data-orig-height="134" data-orig-width="827"/></figure></div><h2><b>Mike Wheeler + Smalltown Boy </b></h2><p><i>Stranger Things</i> (2016- ), Dir. The Duffer Brothers, Shawn Levy, and others / Bronski Beat, “Smalltown Boy” </p></blockquote>
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<p>The only interesting thing I see is that Mike’s playlist, at least on the desktop app, shows all of the songs having been added “8 hours ago.” Will’s has a lot like that too, but also has a lot from the original 2017 date.</p><p>Could be that they need to refresh the songs due to licensing? I don’t know why the other lists were apparently taken down completely, though.</p><p>Let’s not jump to conclusions. I know people are bored, but it’s going to be, what, a year before we get any real season 5 content (not counting leaks). People are going to go crazy and burn out with all these “gates” we keep having.</p>
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<p>She barely even posts anymore, but still has the sort of brand recognition that major corporations would kill for. </p><p>I’d say that’s a job well done.</p>
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<blockquote><p>had a dream last night where season 5 dropped and hawk and demetri were literally calling each other pet names but the show tried making it seem like it was just guys being dudes</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p>So, I’m no writer, but I have an incredibly sappy idea for the ending to Stranger Things.</p><p>I know some others have suggested that the series will end with Joyce and Hopper’s wedding, which I think is a good idea. A celebration of love is the perfect way to cap off a story of pain and survival with a message of healing.</p><p>Let’s assume that the first dance has already occurred (any suggestions on what Joyce and Hop would dance to?) and the reception has settled a bit, people starting to mingle and dance. Will is just content to sit at the family table and relax, happy to have peace after so long. He’s chatting with El, who mentions Mike. </p><p>Will looks over to where Mike is sitting at a table with his family and the Sinclairs. Lucas is turned around in his seat in conversation with Max and Dustin, who are seated at the next table, but Mike isn’t really taking any part of it. In fact, he looks bored and a bit sad. He looks over at the family table, only to quickly look away when he sees Will and El already looking at him.</p><p>The opening notes to George Benson’s <b>Nothing’s Gonna Change My Love For You </b>start to play. El smiles and gets up to walk over to Mike. Will sadly smiles and looks down. It’s been hard lately. Mike has been back to treating Will like he used to, the way that made Will fall for him, but he’s still spending a lot of time with El. Alone time. </p><p><i>

If I had to live my life without you near me<br/>The days would all be empty<br/>The nights would seem so long

</i><br/></p><p>Will glances over to the pair. El has pulled Mike away from the table and is talking to him. Mike is rapidly shaking his head with a flustered look on his face. Will scoffs and turns to make a snarky comment to his brother, only to see that Jonathan isn’t there. Oh, he’s pulling Nancy out onto the dance floor. Will looks down at his drink and plays with the straw. He doesn’t notice Mike looking over at him. He doesn’t notice Mike visibly swallow and slowly move towards the family table.</p><p><i>

With you I see forever, oh, so clearly<br/>I might have been in love before<br/>But it never felt this strong

</i><br/></p><p>On slightly shaking legs, Mike reaches the table. Will doesn’t notice he’s there. He’s in his own head, thinking about a dream he’s had as long as he can remember.</p><p><i>

Our dreams are young and we both know<br/>They&rsquo;ll take us where we want to go

</i><br/></p><p>Suddenly, a hand enters his field of vision, palm up. He stares at it in confusion for a moment before looking up. Mike is looking back at him with a scared, but hopeful, expression. Will doesn’t understand, and he cannot find any words. Mike musters the courage to jerk his head in the direction of the dance floor, his outstretched hand shaking, but determined.</p><p><i>

Hold me now, touch me now<br/>I don&rsquo;t want to live without you

</i><br/></p><p>Realization strikes Will. Realization and more confusion. He looks over Mike’s shoulder to where El is watching. Curiously, she seems excited, like she’s about to burst. Dustin, Lucas, and Max have also noticed. Dustin has his head cocked like a curious puppy, and a smirking Lucas is leaning over to whisper into Max’s ear, probably telling her what’s going on. </p><p><i>

Nothing&rsquo;s gonna change my love for you<br/>You oughta know by now how much I love you

</i><br/></p><p>He sees her smile before saying something back to Lucas. He catches eyes with Will and gives him a look (”What are you waiting for?”), as he takes Max’s hand and leads her to the dance floor.</p><p><i>

One thing you can be sure of<br/>I&rsquo;ll never ask for more than your love

</i><br/></p><p>Will takes Mike’s hand, and the boy visibly relaxes. Will gives him a look (”Are you sure?”). Mike swallows and nods, afraid, but determined. On the way to the dance floor, they pass a confused Hopper and a beaming Joyce. </p><p><i>

Nothing&rsquo;s gonna change my love for you<br/>You oughta know by now how much I love you<br/>The world may change my whole life through<br/>But nothing&rsquo;s gonna change my love for you

</i><br/></p><p>The hear a few gasps as they reach the floor. Mike simply sets his jaw and tightens his grip on Will’s hand. Will squeezes back before turning to face Mike. They laugh as they try to figure out where to put their hands. The awkwardness broken, they begin to dance.</p><p><i>

If the road ahead is not so easy<br/>Our love will lead the way for us<br/>Like a guiding star<br/>I&rsquo;ll be there for you if you should need me<br/>You don&rsquo;t have to change a thing<br/>I love you just the way you are

</i><br/></p><p>Will settles his head on Mike’s shoulder. Mike peers up and sees Jonathan and Nancy dancing nearby. They’re looking back at him and Will. Nancy smirks and gives Mike a nod, but Jonathan stares down Mike. Jonathan mouths “You better not hurt him” to Mike, but then smirks and nods at him. Nancy gives him a good natured poke before turning him away from her brother. </p><p><i>

Nothing&rsquo;s gonna change my love for you<br/>You oughta know by now how much I love you<br/>One thing you can be sure of<br/>I&rsquo;ll never ask for more than your love

</i><br/></p><p>Will has never been more content. He looks over Mike’s shoulder and sees his mother smiling back at him. She gives him a thumbs up, to which he rolls his eyes before returning back at her. Next to her, Hopper is watching with exaggerated dismay. He gives Will a look (”Really? Wheeler?”). Joyce slaps him on the arm before leaning in and pressing her face to his shoulder. Hopper gives a dramatic sigh before putting his arm around his wife. Will laughs. Mike pulls back to ask him what’s so funny and their eyes lock. </p><p><i>

Nothing&rsquo;s gonna change my love for you<br/>You oughta know by now how much I love you<br/>The world may change my whole life through<br/>But nothing&rsquo;s gonna change my love for you

</i><br/></p><p>Mike breaks first, glancing down at Will’s lips. Will gulps and looks down at Mike’s lips. They lean in. </p><p><i>

Nothing&rsquo;s gonna change my love for you<br/>You oughta know by now how much I love you<br/>One thing you can be sure of<br/>I&rsquo;ll never ask for more than your love

</i><br/></p><p>Unbeknownst to the couple, Karen Wheeler has been watching the whole time, confusion on her face. She glances over at El, who is talking with Dustin, then back to the boys, trying to piece everything together. She turns to her husband, who isn’t paying attention. Ted looks at her when she elbows him in the side. She jerks her head to the dance floor, and Ted turns and sees his son and Will gently kissing. Ted shrugs and turns back to his shrimp cocktail. “Stranger things have happened, dear.” Karen sighs, but turns back to her son. A small smile grows on her face as she sees Mike and Will looking at each other like they’re the best thing to ever happen to each other.</p><p><i>

Nothing&rsquo;s gonna change my love for you<br/>You oughta know by now how much I love you<br/>The world may change my whole life through<br/>But nothing&rsquo;s gonna change my love for you<br/>Nothing&rsquo;s gonna change my love for you

</i><br/></p>
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<p>Jesus, the details in this show&hellip; </p>
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<p>Wow, so they just up and decided to take the monologue out of the voting? I wonder if that surprises the writers at all.</p><p>I gotta be honest, I was planning to vote for Max and Lucas this week, but how can I pass up Jonathan and Will?</p><p>heh, the boobies scene would definitely be fun to read.</p>
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<p>Thank you so much! Im glad you like it! and of course, im a BYLER supporter! ♥♥</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://8flix.tumblr.com/post/693658945118699520/netflix-comfortable-with-8flixs">8flix</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Netflix &ldquo;Comfortable&rdquo; With 8FLiX&rsquo;s &ldquo;Keeping Up&rdquo; Stranger Things Scripts</h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="3000" data-orig-width="2472"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/92c2ffd433d180161eebfc1a90472f85/234fa43d3f1f9c0d-30/s640x960/7460d96f05135d0e232e9c15ddd4f97a9f9aa1ff.jpg" data-orig-height="3000" data-orig-width="2472"/></figure></div><p>Good morning everyone! And a <b>great </b>morning it is!</p><p>I promised to keep you updated with my on-going communication with Netflix&rsquo;s IP legal team.</p><p>If you remember, after the publishing of the &ldquo;byler script&rdquo;, and the subsequent &ldquo;tweet&rdquo; from the Stranger Things writers, there was significant backlash regarding the authenticity of the script(s).</p><p>In response to a Netflix demand letter 8FLiX received on August 12, I wrote a four-page report which detailed sensitive and private information about how 8FLiX came to acquire the season 4 scripts. Also, I briefly touched on the history of 8FLiX&rsquo;s Stranger Things content. Additionally, I attached an original script that I&rsquo;d received from my source, with unredacted metadata that was created on April 1, 2020.</p><p>Since then, I&rsquo;ve been in constant contact with Netflix&rsquo;s Director &amp; Senior Counsel, Intellectual Property. It was a friendly and professional dialogue between us. Facts and ideas were exchanged openly. There was no name calling; there was no anger. No threats were given by either of us. It was&hellip; refreshing.</p><p>Netflix&rsquo;s concerns were 8FLiX&rsquo;s misuse of intellectual property; &ldquo;leaked&rdquo; and public. More so, Netflix was bothered that fans of Stranger Things felt they were &ldquo;duped&rdquo; into paying for scripts.</p><p>8FLiX&rsquo;s concern was the incendiary &ldquo;Tweet&rdquo; presumed to be directed at us and made without context or details. Additionally, 8FLiX&rsquo;s <b>resolute position</b> that the scripts came from whom we believed is a legit source. I also reported that GoFundMe and 8FLiX reversed the donations from more than 165 donors, many of whom are under 18-years-old.</p><p>I am pleased to report that on Wednesday August 24, 8FLiX received a positive response from Netflix:</p><p><b><i>&ldquo;We&rsquo;ve discussed internally and we are comfortable with you keeping up the scripts and teleplays.&rdquo;</i></b></p><p><i><b>&ldquo;In the future, please take care to not post any &quot;leaked&rdquo; scripts or any scripts that do not correspond with the series as launched. We wish you luck!&ldquo;</b></i></p><p>So, this is obviously great news for 8FLiX and Stranger Things fans!</p><p>What does this mean?</p><p>Basically, I was not turned into goo or dust and banished to the Upside Down!</p><p>It also means that 8FLiX&rsquo;s Stranger Things content will remain online for everyone! Additionally, all scripts we have from Stranger Things 4 (and 1 and 2) will be published! However, scripts will <b>not </b>include anything &quot;leaked&rdquo; or that is not in tune with the series as released (basically, there will be no surprises). The scripts will be clearly watermarked (the <i>wording</i> of the mark has not been determined yet).</p><p><b>I want to send a thank you to Netflix and the Stranger Things team for allowing me to continue! Also, I want to thank those who stuck with me when the proverbial sh*t hit the fan. Thank you for believing me and believing </b><b><i>in</i></b><b> me. ~ NR</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1016" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cdf40c19666584bf536398cb091cee95/234fa43d3f1f9c0d-96/s640x960/0b9d13cffa1ce6e375b74c318a92fd5cf516134c.jpg" data-orig-height="1016" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1016" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/056dd47a72ace22a66b17a698617c7ca/234fa43d3f1f9c0d-6f/s640x960/522e883b3be117fe9d2c49985bb1ead67122cb3d.jpg" data-orig-height="1016" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>Man, what a wild ride this has been. </p>
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<p>I was <i>very</i> torn between those two options. I realize that there’s likely not going to be anything of note in the script for the final scene, but it’s just too juicy to pass up. </p><p>I’d love to see what they have written for the Max and Lucas scene, though. Next week!</p>
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<p>And, yet, what so many people drew from this was that Will likes El&hellip;</p>
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<p>I swear, people are so close to figuring it out, but their heteronormativity and/or homophobia is keeping them from crossing the threshold. </p>
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<blockquote><p>I’m just going to say that I’m very glad right now that the school year has me far too busy to get deeply involved with the fandom.</p><p>I hope that the blurry grid board doesn’t drive you all completely insane. Stay strong.</p></blockquote>


<p>Are you a Teacher???</p></blockquote>


<p>My user name isn&rsquo;t just for fun.</p>
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<p>Just a reminder of the fact that LGBT people can fall victim to heteronormativity, especially way back in the 80s.</p><p>To be honest, they set us up for this in episode 1 when Robin went on about how hopeless her situation with Vickie was.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/695796622176796672">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I know I&rsquo;ve already talked about the many many parallels between henry and Will before .<strike>plus the fact Henry also parallels el and kali, but &hellip; </strike></p><h2>What&rsquo;s the most suspicious of all the parallels between Will &amp; Henry is-</h2><p>We had henry (who has powers) be thrown into another dimension filled with monsters. Then (with his powers ) he created a mindscape based on his childhood home in that dimesnion . And oh what happened to Will? He was thrown into another dimension filled with monsters&hellip;  and the ud is stuck on the day he dissapeared &hellip; and it&rsquo;s based on his home town? Hmmm.  Ok. That&rsquo;s not <b>strange </b>to anyone<b> ??? </b>What about how&hellip;<b> </b></p><ul><li>Henry: became in dustin&rsquo;s words  an &ldquo;<b>undead wizard</b>&rdquo;. While Will:  is called &ldquo;<b>zombie boy</b>&rdquo; + dresses up as a <b>wizard</b> ?</li><li>Henry/vecna : vecna means &ldquo;<b>forever</b>&rdquo; and is associated with <b>clocks</b> and causes an <b>apocalypse.</b>Dustin in s3 hands Will a &ldquo;<b>forever clock</b>&rdquo; and says it&rsquo;d be useful in the &ldquo;<b>apocalypse</b>&rdquo;.  Also the clock henry looks at as a kid says &ldquo;<span class="npf_color_joey">Williams</span>&rdquo; &hellip; excuse me??? </li><li>Henry jokes about how his dad assumed his powers were the work of the <b><i>&ldquo;devil&rdquo;. </i></b><i>s3<b>: </b></i> lucas hands a &ldquo;<b>satan&rsquo;s</b> baby&rdquo; firework to Will.And during the satanic panic newscast it zooms in on a replica of Will&rsquo;s d&amp;d set, when the newscaster discuss &ldquo;<b>satanism</b>&rdquo; in hawkins.  </li><li>Henry in s4:  &ldquo;I know what it&rsquo;s like to be  <span class="npf_color_joey">different&rdquo;.</span><span class="npf_color_joey"> </span>El in s4 : &ldquo;I am<span class="npf_color_joey"> different. <b>&rdquo; </b></span><b>Will in s4</b>: &ldquo;When you&rsquo;re<span class="npf_color_joey"> different&hellip;&rdquo;</span></li><li>Victor about henry: &ldquo;<i>he was a <span class="npf_color_rachel">sensitive</span> child&rdquo;</i>. Joyce about Will: &ldquo;<i>he&rsquo;s a <span class="npf_color_rachel">sensitive</span> kid&hellip;He&rsquo;s not like you, Hopper. He&rsquo;s not like me, he&rsquo;s not like &hellip; most. &rdquo;</i>In a show that references star wars constantly . I&rsquo;m supposed to not immediatly think that&rsquo;s code for they&rsquo;re both &ldquo;force <span class="npf_color_rachel">sensitive</span>&rdquo; (aka have powers)?  Especially when they parallel el to yoda and luke?  </li><li>Henry saying to El he&rsquo;s beyond a &ldquo;<b>cure</b>&rdquo;. El being called a &ldquo;<b>cure</b> &quot;to vecna,by Owens. But ,also&hellip;  Will having a poster in his room called &rdquo;<b>the cure</b>&ldquo;. Not to mention the other 2 posters in his s4  room:  &quot;jaws&rdquo; poster (demogorgan was compared to a shark in s1). And the other poster is of the musical &ldquo;little shop of horrors&rdquo; which is about evil plants. Cue the evil plants /vines throughout ST. Also <b>music</b> being a &ldquo;<b>cure</b>&rdquo; to vecna.Get it&hellip; like how Will is into musicals in s4/music and singing in s1. And how he randomly sings &ldquo;never ending story&rdquo; in s4 . And a boy with a bowlcut saves the day/ defeats the &ldquo;darkness&rdquo;  , in &ldquo;never ending story&rdquo; . </li><li>We will see&hellip; I mean Harry Potter is confirmed inspo for st . And <span class="npf_color_joey">V</span>ecna is 100% based on <span class="npf_color_joey"><b>V</b></span><b>oldermort ( both have aliases beginning with &ldquo;V&rdquo;, and are noseless</b> <b>wizards who barely survived a magical incident</b>). And then we have Will who is just like Harry Potter : both are boy wizards who after facing the evil noseless wizard-&gt; have a scar + a  psychic connection to said evil wizard.  Harry is even  called the  &ldquo;<b>boy</b> who <b>lived</b>&rdquo;. While, Will in s1-2 was called &ldquo;the <b>boy</b> who came back to <b>life</b>&rdquo; .  So If Will isn&rsquo;t significant in s5 in  some supernatural way/has powers &hellip; I&rsquo;m calling &ldquo;retcon&rdquo; XD</li></ul><p>&hellip;</p><p>Other parallels (not mentioned  in this post) of Will &amp; Henry - <a href="https://at.tumblr.com/kaypeace21/689032875125915648/k33nd3gigkme">here</a>. </p><p>Other parallels (not mentioned in this post) between El, kali &amp; Henry - <a href="https://at.tumblr.com/kaypeace21/el-kali-and-henry-and-the-theme-of-psychiatric/ce92dfr7ufo6">here</a>. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/steddie-on/695780586495885312">steddie-on</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>DVDs in the 80s</h1><p>Dear people writing Stranger Things fanfiction,</p><p>First of all: Go you! You&rsquo;re writing! That&rsquo;s amazing! Keep! It! Up!</p><p>Secondly: I don&rsquo;t give a shit about research. I hardly do any myself, except when it comes to important things. And when it comes to writing in the past, it often becomes important because we don&rsquo;t always realize how old/young certain things are.</p><p>Which brings me to point 3:</p><p><b>DVDs are not as old as you think they are. </b></p><p>Steve and Robin at Family Video? They don&rsquo;t rent out DVDs. They rent out video tapes. VHS. The first movies on DVD came out in 1997.</p><p>That&rsquo;s a whole ass 11 years after 1986.</p><p>In 2003, DVDs rentals surpassed VHS rentals for the <i>first time</i>.</p><p>I literally saw a tag say the timeline was ambiguous because they &lsquo;use Instagram but also own DVDs&rsquo;. Sure, it&rsquo;s ambiguous in the sense that it could be anywhere between 2010 and today, but they clearly meant a much larger time frame than that, because according to what is apparently the popular belief, DVDs are no longer a Thing.</p><p>I can promise you that they are very much still a thing. </p><p>Netflix started streaming in 2007 (which is the same year VHS went out of production, coincidentally); that gives 3 years before Instagram in which apparently according to some DVDs were replaced. Netflix <i>still sends out DVDs to this day</i> in some places. DVDs are very much alive, and it&rsquo;s incredibly jarring to either see DVDs in fics over a decade too early, or to see them dismissed as no longer a thing (though the former is the absolute worst). </p><p>Imagine seeing a character use TikTok in a fic that&rsquo;s clearly not set in modern times, how jarring that would be.</p><p>Thank you for coming to my TED talk.</p><p><b>TLDR</b>: DVDs were not a thing in the 80s, and not popular until early 2000s.</p></blockquote>
<p>People can, of course, write whatever they want. However, it makes me feel even older than I already am when my childhood apparently occurred so long ago that people don’t have a concept of what existed at the time.</p><p>I offer my old ass self as a source for any writers who need some info on the 80s or 90s.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://dubiousdisco.tumblr.com/post/694321992772517888/still-cannot-get-over-when-s2-joyce-and-jonathan">dubiousdisco</a>:</p><blockquote><p>still cannot get over when s2 joyce and jonathan, who love will the most in the world, are telling will how proud they were of him for being brave enough to be himself, mike didn&rsquo;t even think will was different, he just said &ldquo;I&rsquo;m so glad you accepted being my friend and i&rsquo;m so glad I asked&rdquo;, how everyone&rsquo;s way of loving will is assuring him it&rsquo;s ok to be different and be careful with him because he&rsquo;s fragile and sensitive and as such nobody asks him for help and everybody avoids fighting with him and then there&rsquo;s mike and he&rsquo;s just &ldquo;you&rsquo;re a spy!!! so cool!! I&rsquo;m hanging all your drawings on my wall! OH SO YOU&rsquo;VE BEEN IGNORING ME?? I DON&rsquo;T CARE, WHO CARES, I-I DON&rsquo;T CARE ABOUT YOU EITHER THEN, WHY WERE YOU ROLLING YOUR EYES???,  Ok i&rsquo;m sorry I miss you so much please be my friend again, it&rsquo;s not that i feel guilty for hurting you because you&rsquo;re somehow too soft to be hurt it&rsquo;s that I can&rsquo;t handle hurting you or being on bad terms with you please be a part of my life again!! will, can you help me you&rsquo;re the only one who I feel comfortable talking about my problems!! DID YOU PAINT THIS??&rdquo; and will doesn&rsquo;t even know mike&rsquo;s also &ldquo;WILL SACRIFICED HIMSELF FOR THE PARTY IN DND HE&rsquo;S A HERO&rdquo; and &ldquo;why don&rsquo;t you like me anymore I tried to call you so much!!&rdquo;</p><p>even we, the audience, think will is soft and mike is terrible for fighting with him, meanwhile will finally gets to be a real person and be able to fight with someone who doesn&rsquo;t think he&rsquo;s too soft and thus is apologizing because he really thinks he messed up and because MIKE can&rsquo;t handle it, not because will is a lil fragile baby boy who could not handle anything, will gets to argue with someone who argues back!!! who apologizes!! who asks to be his friend!!! because he thinks will is great and not because he feels sorry about him or he&rsquo;s worried about him being too soft to handle it!!! </p><p>THE CONTINUOUS HUMANIZATION OF WILL BYERS BY THE CLUELESS MIKE WHEELER</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/694384280098471936/so-im-no-writer-but-i-have-an-incredibly-sappy" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>So, I’m no writer, but I have an incredibly sappy idea for the ending to Stranger Things.</p><p>I know some others have suggested that the series will end with Joyce and Hopper’s wedding, which I think is a good idea. A celebration of love is the perfect way to cap off a story of pain and survival with a message of healing.</p><p>Let’s assume that the first dance has already occurred (any suggestions on what Joyce and Hop would dance to?) and the reception has settled a bit, people starting to mingle and dance. Will is just content to sit at the family table and relax, happy to have peace after so long. He’s chatting with El, who mentions Mike. </p><p>Will looks over to where Mike is sitting at a table with his family and the Sinclairs. Lucas is turned around in his seat in conversation with Max and Dustin, who are seated at the next table, but Mike isn’t really taking any part of it. In fact, he looks bored and a bit sad. He looks over at the family table, only to quickly look away when he sees Will and El already looking at him.</p><p>The opening notes to George Benson’s <b>Nothing’s Gonna Change My Love For You </b>start to play. El smiles and gets up to walk over to Mike. Will sadly smiles and looks down. It’s been hard lately. Mike has been back to treating Will like he used to, the way that made Will fall for him, but he’s still spending a lot of time with El. Alone time. </p><p><i>

If I had to live my life without you near me<br/>The days would all be empty<br/>The nights would seem so long

</i><br/></p><p>Will glances over to the pair. El has pulled Mike away from the table and is talking to him. Mike is rapidly shaking his head with a flustered look on his face. Will scoffs and turns to make a snarky comment to his brother, only to see that Jonathan isn’t there. Oh, he’s pulling Nancy out onto the dance floor. Will looks down at his drink and plays with the straw. He doesn’t notice Mike looking over at him. He doesn’t notice Mike visibly swallow and slowly move towards the family table.</p><p><i>

With you I see forever, oh, so clearly<br/>I might have been in love before<br/>But it never felt this strong

</i><br/></p><p>On slightly shaking legs, Mike reaches the table. Will doesn’t notice he’s there. He’s in his own head, thinking about a dream he’s had as long as he can remember.</p><p><i>

Our dreams are young and we both know<br/>They’ll take us where we want to go

</i><br/></p><p>Suddenly, a hand enters his field of vision, palm up. He stares at it in confusion for a moment before looking up. Mike is looking back at him with a scared, but hopeful, expression. Will doesn’t understand, and he cannot find any words. Mike musters the courage to jerk his head in the direction of the dance floor, his outstretched hand shaking, but determined.</p><p><i>

Hold me now, touch me now<br/>I don’t want to live without you

</i><br/></p><p>Realization strikes Will. Realization and more confusion. He looks over Mike’s shoulder to where El is watching. Curiously, she seems excited, like she’s about to burst. Dustin, Lucas, and Max have also noticed. Dustin has his head cocked like a curious puppy, and a smirking Lucas is leaning over to whisper into Max’s ear, probably telling her what’s going on. </p><p><i>

Nothing’s gonna change my love for you<br/>You oughta know by now how much I love you

</i><br/></p><p>He sees her smile before saying something back to Lucas. He catches eyes with Will and gives him a look (”What are you waiting for?”), as he takes Max’s hand and leads her to the dance floor.</p><p><i>

One thing you can be sure of<br/>I’ll never ask for more than your love

</i><br/></p><p>Will takes Mike’s hand, and the boy visibly relaxes. Will gives him a look (”Are you sure?”). Mike swallows and nods, afraid, but determined. On the way to the dance floor, they pass a confused Hopper and a beaming Joyce. </p><p><i>

Nothing’s gonna change my love for you<br/>You oughta know by now how much I love you<br/>The world may change my whole life through<br/>But nothing’s gonna change my love for you

</i><br/></p><p>The hear a few gasps as they reach the floor. Mike simply sets his jaw and tightens his grip on Will’s hand. Will squeezes back before turning to face Mike. They laugh as they try to figure out where to put their hands. The awkwardness broken, they begin to dance.</p><p><i>

If the road ahead is not so easy<br/>Our love will lead the way for us<br/>Like a guiding star<br/>I’ll be there for you if you should need me<br/>You don’t have to change a thing<br/>I love you just the way you are

</i><br/></p><p>Will settles his head on Mike’s shoulder. Mike peers up and sees Jonathan and Nancy dancing nearby. They’re looking back at him and Will. Nancy smirks and gives Mike a nod, but Jonathan stares down Mike. Jonathan mouths “You better not hurt him” to Mike, but then smirks and nods at him. Nancy gives him a good natured poke before turning him away from her brother. </p><p><i>

Nothing’s gonna change my love for you<br/>You oughta know by now how much I love you<br/>One thing you can be sure of<br/>I’ll never ask for more than your love

</i><br/></p><p>Will has never been more content. He looks over Mike’s shoulder and sees his mother smiling back at him. She gives him a thumbs up, to which he rolls his eyes before returning back at her. Next to her, Hopper is watching with exaggerated dismay. He gives Will a look (”Really? Wheeler?”). Joyce slaps him on the arm before leaning in and pressing her face to his shoulder. Hopper gives a dramatic sigh before putting his arm around his wife. Will laughs. Mike pulls back to ask him what’s so funny and their eyes lock. </p><p><i>

Nothing’s gonna change my love for you<br/>You oughta know by now how much I love you<br/>The world may change my whole life through<br/>But nothing’s gonna change my love for you

</i><br/></p><p>Mike breaks first, glancing down at Will’s lips. Will gulps and looks down at Mike’s lips. They lean in. </p><p><i>

Nothing’s gonna change my love for you<br/>You oughta know by now how much I love you<br/>One thing you can be sure of<br/>I’ll never ask for more than your love

</i><br/></p><p>Unbeknownst to the couple, Karen Wheeler has been watching the whole time, confusion on her face. She glances over at El, who is talking with Dustin, then back to the boys, trying to piece everything together. She turns to her husband, who isn’t paying attention. Ted looks at her when she elbows him in the side. She jerks her head to the dance floor, and Ted turns and sees his son and Will gently kissing. Ted shrugs and turns back to his shrimp cocktail. “Stranger things have happened, dear.” Karen sighs, but turns back to her son. A small smile grows on her face as she sees Mike and Will looking at each other like they’re the best thing to ever happen to each other.</p><p><i>

Nothing’s gonna change my love for you<br/>You oughta know by now how much I love you<br/>The world may change my whole life through<br/>But nothing’s gonna change my love for you<br/>Nothing’s gonna change my love for you

</i><br/></p></blockquote>
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<p>This was a very tough choice, and I suspect it will stay very close until the poll closes.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://asphodel-storm.tumblr.com/post/695121494240591872/that-last-paragraph-should-be-part-of-one-of-their">asphodel-storm</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/695120932718657536">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://asphodel-storm.tumblr.com/post/695117722026196992/it-was-so-great-to-see-daniel-hanging-out-with">asphodel-storm</a>:</p><blockquote><p>It was so great to see Daniel hanging out with friends this season. Karate&rsquo;s good boy finally has a squad! </p></blockquote><p>And it’s not even just that all his former rivals went from trying to kill him to having his back. They all care about each other despite just really meeting for the first time this season.</p><p>Chozen congratulates Johnny on the baby, saying that having friends and family is something he’s always wanted.</p><p>Johnny tells Silver he’s going to kill him when Silver claims he took Chozen “off the board.”</p><p>Barnes asks where Chozen is after he saves Johnny.</p><p>Chozen calls Barnes “Mike-san” when Barnes helps him out of the limo.</p><p>It’s weird how none of them ever would have met if they didn’t all terrorize the same scrawny, obnoxious kid when they were all young.</p></blockquote><p>That last paragraph should be part of one of their best man speeches at another&rsquo;s wedding. </p></blockquote>
<p>Definitely.</p><p>I also realize I forgot the Johnny/Barnes side of things.</p><p>When Barnes goes to kick Silver&rsquo;s door in, Johnny stops him, telling him it&rsquo;s solid oak that would mess up his foot. He was willing to take the injury instead.</p><p>After Barnes saves Johnny, Johnny cockily, but good naturedly, says he &ldquo;did most of this.&rdquo; Barnes simply gives him a supportive &ldquo;yeah, you did&rdquo; in response.</p>
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<p>Silver was very lucky that Chozen was incredibly drunk.</p>
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<p>And it’s not even just that all his former rivals went from trying to kill him to having his back. They all care about each other despite just really meeting for the first time this season.</p><p>Chozen congratulates Johnny on the baby, saying that having friends and family is something he’s always wanted.</p><p>Johnny tells Silver he’s going to kill him when Silver claims he took Chozen “off the board.”</p><p>Barnes asks where Chozen is after he saves Johnny.</p><p>Chozen calls Barnes “Mike-san” when Barnes helps him out of the limo.</p><p>It’s weird how none of them ever would have met if they didn’t all terrorize the same scrawny, obnoxious kid when they were all young.</p>
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<p>It&rsquo;s one area where they&rsquo;ve been very consistent with the movies. When Daniel&rsquo;s emotions flare, he is off balance and gets stomped. Once he finds his balance again, he&rsquo;s unstoppable.</p>
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<p>I feel like El nailing her in the face with a putter would have been far more brutal than what we got. I kinda like that they didn’t go with that.</p>
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<p>Has anyone tried to say this confirms Mike and El are endgame since Karen and Ted are married?</p>
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<p>I don’t see bad haircuts. I see an audience with bad taste.</p>
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<p>Considering he has his backpack, it’s right before the shootout begins. Quite possibly a publicity still or just something that didn’t make the final cut.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/runninguplenorahills/693131465003810816">runninguplenorahills</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I just love how Mike is like: “One day El is going to find out that I’m just some random nerd and she’ll realize that she doesn’t need me anymore.” </p><p>And Will is like: “Look, this is you.” </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="742" data-orig-width="1320"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f429fb9ad930111ff532e43b07a905ae/215a40712359a590-27/s640x960/3a9d306a5145c0b119265058b659aed1fca8e5fc.jpg" data-orig-height="742" data-orig-width="1320"/></figure></div><p>“You’re our leader in our favorite nerdy fantasy tabletop role-playing game and I love you for it.” </p></blockquote>
<p>It just reinforces that Mike actually loves his nerdiness, but he thinks El will ultimately reject him for it. He isn&rsquo;t able to be himself around her, leading to him trying to act &ldquo;normal.&rdquo; Meanwhile, Will loves Mike the way he is.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://angelwithnightmares.tumblr.com/post/693129602622685184">angelwithnightmares</a>:</p><blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/z3MQmOaLyqQ" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/z3MQmOaLyqQ?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen title="Stranger Things | Skyfall (S4)"></iframe></figure><p>Okay so I&rsquo;m REALLY proud over this one. It took me a long time to get it done. (for best experience use 🎧) <br/><br/>Leave a like and comment pls xxx<br/><br/><b>Fandom: </b>Stranger Things <br/><b>Song:</b> &ldquo;Skyfall&rdquo; by Adele</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://buck-yyyy.tumblr.com/post/693123735398547456/okay-i-just-realized-something-and-im-really">buck-yyyy</a>:</p><blockquote><p>okay i just realized something, and i’m really confused. </p><p>so at the end of season four, dustin brings up joyce’s telemarketer job, saying that mike is constantly complaining about it.</p><p>but in the very first episode, el is reading aloud her letter to mike that seems to have been written only a few days ago, in a time span where it would not have made sense for mike to be able to receive it in time- and in that letter, she says ‘joyce got an amazing new job’- which implies that it’s brand new and mike hasn’t heard about it yet?</p><p>and even if he did receive it in time, we don’t see mike or dustin talk about anything other than hellfire before he leaves- el or the california trip aren’t at all mentioned. </p><p>so… which is it? </p><p>edit: okay, i paused on the frame where mike is reading the letter, and it IS the one that’s being read aloud- but that still doesn’t make sense? dustin says mike CONSTANTLY complains about it- but how??? if he just found out???</p></blockquote>
<p>At best, Joyce got that job sometime after the previous letter El had written Mike. Based on the number of “From, Mikes” we get, it’s possible they were writing monthly or twice a month. It still means that nothing stopped Mike from calling until recently, but it would possibly explain him complaining about the line always being busy. </p><p>The odd part then would be that we have no word on Mike calling for El and not Will. The only mention of phone calls is Will saying Mike called a couple times. If he called more, but only asked to talk to El, you’d think Will would have something to say about that. Why would Mike suddenly be trying to call more? I can’t imagine El hiding the fact that Mike was calling for just her. Something just doesn’t add up.</p><p>At any rate, it’s still a poorly crafted (by the writers, not El) letter that was more about setting down exposition for the audience than maintaining any sense of logic or continuity.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://buck-yyyy.tumblr.com/post/693119688855683072/y-e-a-h">buck-yyyy</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://will80sbyers.tumblr.com/post/693119641878495232/wait-whats-happening-with-scriptgate-now-why-do-i">will80sbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>wait what&rsquo;s happening with scriptgate now</p><p>why do I keep missing things today</p></blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1290" data-orig-width="1125"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/714a5ea0d9174dafbb0f13f13049ccf9/c9c2fe01f4b8bc45-cc/s640x960/2a6aaf816c0793ee653f06555d9558e0a975de20.png" data-orig-height="1290" data-orig-width="1125"/></figure></div><p>…y e a h</p></blockquote>
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<p>Reblogs are greatly appreciated

💕   close ups under the cut ! :)</p> <p><a href="https://papillon-de-porcelaine.tumblr.com/post/693118533062819841/the-paladin-and-the-cleric" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p>Nick, please, either let it die or let me die.</p><p>I&rsquo;m too old for this shit.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/autistic-robin/693049033901604864">autistic-robin</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://byler-4-life.tumblr.com/post/693048688678977536/this-is-really-interesting-takes-the-parallel-a">byler-4-life</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/brunchatbobs/693048349337780224">brunchatbobs</a>:</p><blockquote><p>GUYS APOLOGIES IF THIS HAS ALREADY BEEN SAID</p><p>When el is running in the upside down in season 2, she calls for mike, but she finds a way out on her own.</p><p>When will is running in the upside down in season 2, he calls for mike, mike wakes him out of the trance and takes him home.</p><p>OH. MY. GOD.</p></blockquote><p>This is really interesting.  Takes the parallel a step further than I&rsquo;ve seen it. El doesn&rsquo;t need Mike/ Will who does need Mike?  Hmmm, thinking&hellip;</p></blockquote><p>And who finds El after she escapes? Hopper. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/aemiron-main/693051261747183616">aemiron-main</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i need to see older Mike dming a dnd game and doing the same theatrics that he did in s1 with the dying thessalhydra PLEASE </p></blockquote>
<p>Imagine English teacher Mike doing dramatic readings for his students.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://magentamee.tumblr.com/post/693044048040198144/argyle-is-the-person-you-want-on-your-team-in-an">magentamee</a>:</p><blockquote><p class="npf_quote">argyle is the person you want on your team in an apocalypse </p><p>LOOK AT THIS LOOK AT THIS:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="780" data-orig-width="1146"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/17df5cc09904c1d4082d6883fa208821/3522a65ec30e2bcf-dc/s640x960/6bbc81414f07be0e4cf72647b656e1a7c081e399.jpg" data-orig-height="780" data-orig-width="1146"/></figure></div><p><b>WOODWORKING skills</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="910" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1cd0dc8bcf586cfa3a8e25213057a41c/3522a65ec30e2bcf-7c/s640x960/d76a228f2c3d73e651e22e00a878f9e8d0646ffd.jpg" data-orig-height="910" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p><b>COOKING skills</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="615" data-orig-width="1284"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9c364997f0db176f6c9971d194bf62aa/3522a65ec30e2bcf-63/s640x960/02b75bc818ce2a0fc055d56bf50b1470c6ee76bd.jpg" data-orig-height="615" data-orig-width="1284"/></figure></div><p><b>TRACKING skills</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="957" data-orig-width="1081"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1c6a7efb5a812134ca99f3c29c9f39fa/3522a65ec30e2bcf-81/s640x960/d96518d01d3738d10c08ecc570f3837c595a2374.jpg" data-orig-height="957" data-orig-width="1081"/></figure></div><p><b>FORAGING SKILLS??!</b></p><p>GUYS????? argyle needs to and will hopefully become an <b>integral, ESSENTIAL member</b> of the big kids gang. he knows so much and this is <i>only</i> addressing his survival skills</p><p>in THIS HOUSE, we love argyle!!!</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/shandy-and-champagne/693020199977435136">shandy-and-champagne</a>:</p><blockquote><p>wait hear me out I know a title drop would be sooo on the nose but imagine:</p><p>(the final scene is jopper&rsquo;s wedding, and we see them dancing, and Joyce looks over to Mike and Will dancing.)</p><p>Joyce expresses her concern for how the world is going to treat her boys who have been through so much. They deserve to live the rest of their lives in peace.</p><p>Hopper, in his soft, tear-jerker monologue voice: They&rsquo;ll be okay. It&rsquo;ll be hard sometimes, sure, it won&rsquo;t always be easy but they have each other. And someday soon maybe, the world might just wake up and realise&hellip;  love&rsquo;s nothing to be scared of.</p><p>And then we&rsquo;ll be at their wedding, and I can give Wheeler that embarrassing father-in-law wedding toast I&rsquo;ve been saving.</p><p>Joyce, smiling: Like he&rsquo;d listen. </p><p>Hopper huffs a laugh.</p><p>(A beat, where we listen to the music, soft and hopeful)</p><p>Joyce, leaning her head on Jim&rsquo;s shoulder, watching Mike and Will in their own little world, a little emotional: You really think so?</p><p>Hopper, with a wry humor: Well, you never know, stranger things have happened, haven&rsquo;t they?</p></blockquote>
<figure data-orig-height="145" data-orig-width="245"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6e12086a756cb86a1f5cb11124949081/4772f032f7dc62a6-a4/s640x960/450bec10c2d56255ea75ed0c7dbdb359786924d8.gif" data-orig-height="145" data-orig-width="245"/></figure>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://will80sbyers.tumblr.com/post/693013516668567552/its-the-level-of-details-thats-weird-to-me">will80sbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/693013262399356928">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://will80sbyers.tumblr.com/post/693009800849653760/i-think-its-over-and-then-scriptgate-takes-over">will80sbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I think it&rsquo;s over and then scriptgate takes over my mind again&hellip; </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1092" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e9158b3e875b3b905c63963873bed888/87f167cee74f73f9-a2/s640x960/b3adb5c88e6bd81e0035587a90163ff6887994fd.jpg" data-orig-height="1092" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>the fake scripts&hellip; </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="346" data-orig-width="1041"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c918a82dc33030dda172a4ba0a7a5047/87f167cee74f73f9-25/s640x960/d1354208c0348c9dcd2ff85b32b92b1b1859276f.jpg" data-orig-height="346" data-orig-width="1041"/></figure></div></blockquote><p>I don’t see how it means anything. Tareco was known as the production name for quite some time now.</p><p>@kaypeace21​ had speculated that the name itself was meant to be Ocerat backwards, which is the name of a wizard hunter in D&amp;D.</p><p>Anyone, ahem, “dedicated” enough to write a fake script would also have been aware of the production name.</p><p>At this point, we need to ask ourselves which makes more sense:</p><p>1) Someone wrote a fake script and presented it as real for display on 8flix</p><p>2) The Stranger Things writers wrote up fake scene scripts as “damage control” because real scripts were leaked out.</p></blockquote><p>it&rsquo;s the level of details that&rsquo;s weird to me because it is well thought out, also I think it could mean something depending on when nick received the scripts</p><p>to me both the options you presented are possible, they are writers&hellip; it&rsquo;s not that difficult for them to do </p></blockquote>
<p>I dunno, maybe it’s just me, but I don’t see the writers typing up fake scripts for season 4 when they’re actively at work on season 5. </p>
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<p>I don’t see how it means anything. Tareco was known as the production name for quite some time now.</p><p>@kaypeace21​ had speculated that the name itself was meant to be Ocerat backwards, which is the name of a wizard hunter in D&amp;D.</p><p>Anyone, ahem, “dedicated” enough to write a fake script would also have been aware of the production name.</p><p>At this point, we need to ask ourselves which makes more sense:</p><p>1) Someone wrote a fake script and presented it as real for display on 8flix</p><p>2) The Stranger Things writers wrote up fake scene scripts as “damage control” because real scripts were leaked out.</p>
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<p>Those Byers sure make great “teammates” for people who are bad at feelings.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/oursonwithagirl/692973448115404800">oursonwithagirl</a>:</p><blockquote><p>in every season of stranger things, there’s always subtle dialogue included that breaks the fourth wall in a way and clues the audience into looking beyond what’s going on in the show. you’re supposed to be paying attention to the little hints, we have the beloved characters telling us this!</p><p>1x04 the body</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1040" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7f36fd828bef7f1ee296f0838bbc4a8f/5621a1cf3f72be82-d0/s640x960/e61fdecd8ca748eb0c26ebbd41ef86d5d69b52c6.jpg" data-orig-height="1040" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>“<b>it’s just sometimes people don’t really say what they’re really thinking. but you capture the right moment… it says more.</b>”</p><p><br/></p><p>2x05 dig dug </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1022" data-orig-width="1973"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9c48d3d64ae3c3c3e7de61653276c6f1/5621a1cf3f72be82-90/s640x960/305efc46afda910a77dad28fe11003fbe6580a8a.jpg" data-orig-height="1022" data-orig-width="1973"/></figure></div><p>“<b>those people… they’re not wired like me and you, okay? they don’t spend their lives trying to get a look at what’s behind the curtain. they like the curtain. it provides them stability, comfort, definition.</b>”</p><p><br/></p><p>3x02 the mall rats </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="998" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/72868e18c5be595c4d5b9fd660552929/5621a1cf3f72be82-cd/s640x960/494205dd1b76375ca3bd38ed429ae18c122abc03.jpg" data-orig-height="998" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>steve: “<b>it’s total nonsense.</b>”</p><p>dustin: “<b>it’s not nonsense. it’s too specific. it’s obviously a code.</b>”</p><p>steve: “<b>what do you mean a code?</b>”</p><p>dustin: “<b>like a super secret spy code.</b>”</p><p>steve: “<b>that’s a total stretch.</b>”</p><p>robin: “<b>i don’t know, is it? why would anyone try to mask the true meaning of their message unless the message was somehow sensitive?</b>”</p><p><br/></p><p>4x05 the nina project </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="962" data-orig-width="1971"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a148ee60b1432b47e4624f219e243797/5621a1cf3f72be82-cc/s640x960/f1b1dd9bc9df5c57d5d5cb5efe4bc8f91c85a355.jpg" data-orig-height="962" data-orig-width="1971"/></figure></div><p>steve: “<b>could you maybe clarify what sort of clues we’re supposed to be looking for here?</b>”</p><p>dustin: “<b>the world is full of obvious things which nobody by any chance ever observes.</b>”</p><p>steve: “<b>thanks. that’s great. really helpful.</b>”</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://queerest-friend-deactivated2022.tumblr.com/post/692970653123592192">queerest-friend-deactivated2022</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>What does wearing sunglasses reflect about a character?</h1><p>Think we moved on too quickly from the fact that Mike Wheeler <i><b>kept his sunglasses on</b></i> to kiss his girlfriend after not seeing her for months</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="400" data-orig-width="540" data-tumblr-attribution="livelovecaliforniadreams:zU0Mx7BjiUuQWR1FL5LQqg:ZNwGgxc3ZgKIKW00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fcf8a59c50e3df183668985fc92ffefb/17f2bb894381d577-04/s640x960/ecb1a2934933ca7a713d5a0526c1d3c9eca21f7b.gif" data-orig-height="400" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>and this is the <b><i>only </i></b><b><i>time</i></b><b> </b><i><b>we see them kiss this season</b></i>.</p><p>I really want to hammer home the point that none of the costuming (and framing, editing, etc.) decisions on this show are accidental. The filmmakers really said <b><i>yeah, let’s hide any sort of window into the inner world of Mike Wheeler’s thoughts and feelings by giving him these ridiculous shades while he kisses his girlfriend</i>. </b>Totally not obvious symbolism at all.</p><p>Just think about how much of a big deal it is to obscure an actor’s eyes — arguably their biggest tool for conveying emotion onscreen. Google “symbolism of sunglasses in film” and there are a bunch of takes that go far beyond making a character look &ldquo;cool&rdquo;. </p><p>Take one of my favourite movies as an example. The sunglasses in <i>The Terminator </i>serve a practical purpose as a perfect disguise for the titular killing machine to &ldquo;hide in plain sight&rdquo;. But thematically? By obscuring his eyes, these shades also dehumanize him — no empathy or compassion to be found here.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="240" data-orig-width="500" data-tumblr-attribution="arandommix:EvA9UqiBGRK_DB5NvPLVBA:ZC6_PuuidYFn"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8a3bc309ec003fdb029547fa2e1d3ec4/17f2bb894381d577-07/s640x960/181d03cc649fe6d829e3cebb83fd741929b56fc5.gif" data-orig-height="240" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><p>So giving Mike the stupidest, most blackout shades during his reunion with El? When this is supposedly the show&rsquo;s &ldquo;main couple&rdquo;? Sorry, but I just cannot see how this could ever be read as a genuine, romantic moment. <b>They&rsquo;re literally not seeing eye to eye.</b></p><p>And you could maybe argue this was just initial awkwardness from Mike–if not for the fact that we get <i>another moment of Mike hiding behind glasses later at the pizza place</i> <i>in ep 9</i>. Coincidentally, also when he&rsquo;s alone with El in what should be another romantic moment for them.</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="400" data-orig-width="540" data-tumblr-attribution="alexandrast17:6zMvKqrzo3GcFuJOcBomqQ:ZSv-gdcJlGFMSi00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f790751bd8b734fbf4f1734ad47ea96d/17f2bb894381d577-fc/s640x960/bb7ae13c9a59b175a5a4f09b3cadb350b0e762dc.gif" data-orig-height="400" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>Once could be an accident (<i>maybe)</i>. Twice is a pattern we’re meant to notice.</p><p>Jesus, Mike. <b><i>WHAT ARE YOU HIDING?!</i></b></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p>Name: Steve Harrington</p><p>Class: Fighter</p><p>Subclass: Brute (<a href="https://media.wizards.com/2018/dnd/downloads/UA-3Subclasses0108.pdf">Unearthed Arcana</a>)</p><p><i>

Brutes	are	simple	warriors	who	rely	on	mighty	
attacks	and	their	own	durability	to	overcome	
their	enemies.	Some	brutes	combine	this	
physical	might	with	tactical	cunning.	Others	just	
hit	things	until	those	things stop	hitting	back.
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://rockandrollbyler.tumblr.com/post/692942357721759744/byler-may-eat-their-eggs-with-syrup-but-i-eat">rockandrollbyler</a>:</p><blockquote><p>byler may eat their eggs with syrup, but i eat mine with ketchup.</p><p>bada bing bada boom</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://donutdisturblivball.tumblr.com/post/692938138710048768/gaystuffandrainbows800-im-gonna-do-it-for">donutdisturblivball</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MqHF-OoaDrKUMHSFeWHn0LA">@gaystuffandrainbows800</a> i’m gonna do it</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e44408baff89b103e19991bc34da2645/f9ccbabe6c2c70df-3e/s640x960/6e13cc6003d65f119b48c18cc643cb0763c8a051.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p><small>(for context i told them i’d try eggs with syrup)</small></p></blockquote>
<p>This takes me back to when I was younger and would beg for the Big Breakfast from McDonald&rsquo;s. How I wish my body could handle that type of calorie load these days.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t want to know anyone who never had syrup on their eggs, at least by accident. I usually save it for the pancakes, but I don&rsquo;t complain when some of it eggs up in egg territory. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://8flix.tumblr.com/post/692935651760472064">8flix</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Remember When Stranger Things Introduced &ldquo;Peter Ballard&rdquo;</h1><p>That time when the Stranger Things writers dispelled an 8FLiX rumor that JCB will be playing a bad guy:</p><p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/643522234251912922","display_url":"https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/643522234251912922","site_name":"Pinterest"}'><a href="https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/643522234251912922" target="_blank">https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/643522234251912922</a></p><p>Seems to be a thing now. Sucks to be me!</p></blockquote>
<p>Ah, my followers should know very well how I feel about this one. </p><p>A lie is not a twist!</p>
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Tags: 
Downloaded files: "045b7533877263efc2a59ea70b767101470f486c.gif",
 "f15f41214d7708d0eda6daf18b7d51d99408e436.png",
 "1c5fecf5136f7961964f91d5230e2e27f9264cff.jpg"

Post id: 692868068330930176
Date: 2022-08-17 21:08:01 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/692868068330930176
Slug: 
Reblog key: svRizTWh
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/692867975698661376
Reblog name: kaypeace21
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/urlocalbylershipper/692633545569714176">urlocalbylershipper</a>:</p><blockquote><p>CAN WE PLEASE TALK ABOUT THIS VISUAL PARALLEL MORE</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="941" data-orig-width="1372"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0698ff05ce591195cfca21e6944864e0/cdbf6875f19c302b-5e/s640x960/37d83dfac34f214264c710d24676625370c5ec1a.jpg" data-orig-height="941" data-orig-width="1372"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="1230"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/19b992f5a0420335e3a9922bd0484327/cdbf6875f19c302b-bd/s640x960/cf955ccc2e1919b0be257cedba57b66053ffde0b.jpg" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="1230"/></figure></div></blockquote>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "37d83dfac34f214264c710d24676625370c5ec1a.jpg",
 "cf955ccc2e1919b0be257cedba57b66053ffde0b.jpg"

Post id: 692846943470223360
Date: 2022-08-17 15:32:15 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/692846943470223360
Slug: 
Reblog key: 838CF1If
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sollody/692846567927037952
Reblog name: sollody
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sollody/692846567927037952">sollody</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1460" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/006f170d33caea1083baebf917f0dd85/9d53b62214386037-70/s640x960/e0238b291a3db33ef1c1977953ac2a2ffba03ff5.jpg" data-orig-height="1460" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><p class="npf_chat"><b>|because it&rsquo;s fairly obvious that Mike loves Will for who he is| - <i>source:</i></b><i> Stranger Things 1 - 4</i></p></blockquote>
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<p>They clearly rewatched season 2 in order to be able to accurately recreate these scenes. So, how did they so easily forget Will&rsquo;s birthday?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://byler-4-life.tumblr.com/post/692780557616218112/can-we-appreciate-the-fact-that-the-thing-that">byler-4-life</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Can we appreciate the fact that the thing that finally convinced Will to give Mike the painting wasn&rsquo;t his own feelings for Mike or some grand declaration of love on his part. </p><p>It was the fact that Mike was basically telling Will that he felt worthless. Totally denigrating and putting himself down. Saying he had nothing to offer anyone, that he wasn&rsquo;t special or important in any way.</p><p>And well, Will just couldn&rsquo;t stand to see Mike thinking about himself that way. Not when Will saw him so differently. As the exact opposite. The most special and important person in Will&rsquo;s life. And <i>that </i>is what finally made Will take the leap and give Mike the painting.</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://bigboysteveharrington.tumblr.com/post/691424725226979328/please-consider-jonathan-and-will-changing-their">bigboysteveharrington</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Please consider Jonathan and Will changing their last name to Hopper when Joyce and Hopper get married</p><ul><li>It’s Jonathan’s idea first because Lonnie isn’t shit</li><li>And Will wouldn’t be back alive with them if it wasn’t for the stuff Hopper did while Lonnie couldn’t even be bothered to return a phone call about Will being missing</li><li>And Hopper has done way more for their family than their sperm donor ever did</li><li>He brings it up to Will first and tells him that he hasn’t talked to Hopper or their mom about it because he wants to know if Will would be okay with it before he says or does anything else</li><li>And if Will isn’t okay with it and he wants to keep his last name and doesn’t want Jonathan to have a different one, then he’ll drop it just like that</li><li>But Jonathan doesn’t care about being tied to Lonnie</li><li>Lonnie’s not his family</li><li>The only reason he doesn’t mind being a Byers is that he cares about being tied to Will</li><li>But El and Hopper already share a last name and Joyce has been going back and forth on whether to hyphenate to keep a last name in common with her kids or go full Joyce Hopper</li><li>And she wouldn&rsquo;t have to wonder anymore if they changed theirs too</li><li>And then they could all be a family with one last name in common instead of different names based on how they came into the family</li><li>Because it doesn&rsquo;t matter how they became a family, just that they are one</li><li>Will has long since given up on his belief in Lonnie</li><li>And he feels so much safer and happier with the family he has now</li><li>And he can see how much happier and safer his mom feels with Hopper than she ever was before Lonnie left</li><li>So Jonathan doesn’t even get to finish his explanation of why he&rsquo;s been thinking about it and his <i>we don’t have to do this</i> disclaimers before Will interrupts him to say that he wants to change his last name too</li><li>They talk to Joyce next and she thinks it’s a really really good idea</li><li>And she&rsquo;s so happy that the boys came up with the idea on their own and that they like the idea of having Hopper as a dad</li><li>She considers whether to bring the fact that they&rsquo;re going to ask up to Hopper before they do</li><li>Or whether to at least hint a little to give him a heads up to try to make him a little less emotionally constipated when they do ask</li><li>But she decides against it because she doesn’t want to ruin the surprise and make it so that the boys don’t get to see his genuine first reaction</li><li>They talk it over and decide to ask Hopper and El at the same time during a big family dinner</li><li>And Hopper can tell something’s up from the way Joyce is acting very excited for some sort of surprise all night and the way the table is set weirdly fancy for a normal dinner</li><li>El doesn&rsquo;t notice that anything&rsquo;s strange, she&rsquo;s just having a nice time</li><li>But honestly, wondering about what the surprise is going to be has Hopper a little nervous</li><li>But then Jonathan tells them what they’ve been thinking about and asks if it would be okay with Hopper and El and how they can be a real family</li><li>And Joyce is like we already a real family, but we can make it offical</li><li>And El is so happy and she&rsquo;s all smiles and no tears as she repeats &ldquo;A real family&rdquo;</li><li>But Hopper goes silent because he&rsquo;s trying to get it together enough to be able to answer without his voice cracking</li><li>And he quite clearly tears up and tries and fails to hide it because he already doesn&rsquo;t know how he got lucky enough that Joyce agreed to marry him, but he really doesn&rsquo;t understand how he ended up with three pretty good kids all choosing him to be their dad</li><li>He is heavily embarrassed by the long pause before he finally manages to get out a gruff &ldquo;Yeah, that&rsquo;d be alright with me&rdquo;</li><li>But he will loudly deny that he shed a single tear and reacted with anything less than calm composure if anyone ever dares to bring up his reaction in front of anyone else</li></ul></blockquote>
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Body: <p>It’s perhaps a bit of a crazy reach, but Will originally be written to say that losing Mike “hurts too much” suggests that the Duffers are unwilling to do that.</p><p>Too much. </p><p>Not “so much.” Not “a lot.” </p><p>Too much.</p><p>Will may as well have said that it hurts more than anything he’s dealt with because of the Upside Down. </p>
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Body: <p>Ok, the script that StrangerWriters posted is rather underwhelming, but that’s probably to be expected given the level of hype. Though, at least nobody is making fun of Will for wanting to play D&amp;D and Nintendo for the rest of his life. Considering how I spend my time, I took that personally.</p><p>I thought it was a nice touch that the script mentioned the painting being slightly crumpled. Will bending it in the airport may have been written in the script that way and not just an acting or directing decision during filming.</p><p>Honestly, for the most part, the only big things are the parts that didn’t make it in.</p><p><i>She’s already beginning to understand she doesn’t need me. I saw it &ndash; I saw it in her eyes, that last time we talked.</i></p><p>This is the basis for Mike and El’s entire relationship. El needs Mike, and Mike needs El to need him. There’s no romantic connection, though they do care about each other. They just <i>need </i>each other, so they both ran headlong into this romantic relationship.</p><p><i>Because losing you &ndash; it just hurts &ndash; it hurts too much.</i></p><p>This has to have been removed in the decision to make the scene more subtle. Because, yeah, Will plays it rather heavy-handedly here. There’s not much you can do to say that line in a way that isn’t obviously personal.</p><p>One thing I do notice, though, is that the script italicizes, underlines, or does both to emphasize parts of the script. That led me to notice:</p><p>This is &ndash; <i>amazing</i>. You <i>painted this</i>?</p><p>Mike is, indeed, blown away by the painting. He needed to immediately confirm that it was Will’s work. No indication that he connected it to the painting that El mentioned in her letter, but the seeds are there for them to follow up on it later. Nothing about Mike’s expression changing when Will doubles back, claiming that El commissioned it. That was either all Finn’s doing, or it was direction given during filming.</p><p>Ultimately, though, this script doesn’t tell us anything we didn’t already know, but I suppose it’s nice to get another level of confirmation.</p><p>Will <i><b>is</b></i> talking about himself during the speech. Jonathan picks up on it, but Mike doesn’t appear to. Will’s speech makes him emotional, as we saw in the final product, but there’s no indication that any of that emotion is for Will (though the fact that it’s the sentiments Will claims are El’s that he loves is apparent).</p><p>Will just can’t cope with losing Mike, but he’s willing to bury his own feelings for what he believes is in Mike and El’s best interests.</p><p>Mike absolutely loved the painting, and it’ll be interesting to see how they follow up on it. I can’t see them not having Mike learn that El was not involved with the painting.</p><p>Jonathan is the best brother.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/octobergrae/692541079240720384">octobergrae</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/itwasaseven/692526779958706176">itwasaseven</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chirpsythismorning/692525262487896064">chirpsythismorning</a>:</p><blockquote><p>According to the season 1 trailer, this is what Mike was thinking when he first met El 👀</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="646" data-orig-width="646" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rgl2euUnNi1ykvcja.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rgl2euUnNi1ykvcja.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":646,"height":646},"poster":[{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rgl2euUnNi1ykvcja_frame1.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":646,"height":646}],"filmstrip":{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/previews/tumblr_rgl2euUnNi1ykvcja_filmstrip.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":2000,"height":200}}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rgl2euUnNi1ykvcja_frame1.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rgl2euUnNi1ykvcja.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure></blockquote><p>&hellip; and this is the ONE scene they chose to show during mike&rsquo;s monologue &hellip; </p></blockquote><p>&ldquo;and I knew right there and then in that moment that&hellip;that&rsquo;s not Will&rdquo;</p></blockquote>
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<p>Unpopular opinion? Perhaps among some people.</p><p>However, it’s the most rational take I’ve seen regarding El’s relationships.</p>
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<p>Even in episode 1 when Dustin and Mike are talking about their respective girlfriends, all Mike can really come up with is that El saved the world twice. </p><p>That’s what comes to his mind when he thinks about El. It’s also the same thing he says about Suzie when suggesting they drive to Utah, “She saved the world last year. Maybe she can do it again.” </p><p>The fact that he describes Suzie the exact same way he did El suggests a lot about the true nature of his feelings for El.</p><p>He admires her. He appreciates her. He likes her. But he doesn’t (romantically) love her.</p>
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<p>Not just reaching out, but reaching out of the darkness.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/naturallybrielle/692667888381902849">naturallybrielle</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Mike and Will mirroring in s4</h2><p>Mike and Will had a lot in common in season 4, showing that they are likely going through the same stuff without even realizing it. *cough* they are in love and don’t realize the other one feels the same *cough*</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d9bbf77f55a069149fd61a2bcd9455b9/8e2af3cb1a207344-84/s640x960/27b6438648089b99c7135cccb9c08de4803f378f.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>We find out, at different points, that both of them have pulled away from their friendship between seasons. During the Rink-O-Mania fight, we find out Mike has pulled away. During the van scene, Will let’s the audience know he was also pushing Mike away. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3c2d8ecac0d7cc816f5fe2d1c9e683bc/8e2af3cb1a207344-fc/s640x960/f0b6ef1470f4b8fbaaf6137a7b1eb503896fa301.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>They also both express feeling hurt by the distance they created. Mike tells Will that maybe he was too focused on El and feels like he lost Will. Will expresses feeling like he has come second to El during their Rink-O-Mania argument since she gets letters and he only called Will a couple times. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0071eb1733c8d86172f8a8db141378cb/8e2af3cb1a207344-74/s640x960/fb9a239f5c70a2b6c6e003c00c658ce083df5b9e.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>We see them both get jealous after reuniting. Mike tries to play it cool when he asks about Will’s painting, but based on his actions during the rest of the day, he is jealous that Will has painted something for “someone else.” Will gets jealous of Mike’s “happy relationship” that he seems to be ignoring Will in favor of. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ebc07d6b22e725b5c35ee23af91ce9fa/8e2af3cb1a207344-e1/s640x960/e464e1701c22c0f0d18a88a33976441a11f6facd.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>They both make each other genuinely smile. Will pours his heart into a painting for his #1 fan, making Mike smile from ear to ear. Mike tells a self-depreciating joke in Will’s room that earns him a smile from Will.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c0eb15076df2a4d4eb91bffcacf52b4b/8e2af3cb1a207344-72/s640x960/4ba9a9dc88557a770c2c8f9ef4ea26fd4f19429a.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>They both stare at each other when the other isn’t looking. We see more of Will staring at Mike, especially in earlier episodes, but I believe this is due to his POV being a focus. We see Mike staring at Will in the van before Will gives him the painting and again in the cabin scene at the end. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/dc10bc6d49bcc07014a8e641b5761f29/8e2af3cb1a207344-f7/s640x960/ace6e9d2caa2b1976447809a418594c55847f972.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>They both reach out to touch each other’s shoulder in a reassuring way. Before Mike’s super genuine love confession that he was definitely going to say without Will’s encouragement, Will touches Mike’s shoulder to remind him that he is the heart. When Will is telling Mike that he is fearful of Vecna’s potential and that he must be stopped, Mike reaches out to touch Will’s shoulder as a way to remind him he is there to support Will. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2bbf7a06c394b23070655bd0033f6594/8e2af3cb1a207344-c6/s640x960/ed849f509898a1abc0e0c96496911f67f0e138a4.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>Throughout the season, we see them look to each other (at the same time) a LOT. Either for reassurance or because they are likely thinking the same thing at the same time. These two are soulmates, I tell ya. </p></blockquote>
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<p>If I had to rank the seasons, which is no easy task, I think this is how it’d go:</p><ol><li>Season 2: A great follow-up to the original season with great character development and new characters you really cared about. The plot connected well to the first season with Will still feeling the effects of the Upside Down a year later, setting up that this is no passing threat.</li><li>Season 1: What can I say? I watched it because my friends told me I’d love the D&amp;D and 80′s references. I was blown away by the characterization and subverted 80′s tropes. I don’t even usually like horror, but I loved Stranger Things.</li><li>Season 4: It had good moments, but it felt very unbalanced. Again, the strength was in the characters. There were just too many “wait, what about&hellip;” moments for me, though. Still, it was nice to get a return to the Upside Down and at least a little bit of explanation on the nature of the threat.</li><li>Season 3: Not terrible by any means, but it sticks out among the other seasons. No Upside Down, characters acting like phonies, and, suddenly, Russians. I realize that the phoniness was done to set up how sickeningly saccharine the “forced conformity” (as Eddie would call it in season 4) makes everything, but it just made things feel out of place. An error in execution, perhaps, rather than concept, as I feel the Duffers were trying to make a statement here about how we grapple with who we are vs who society tells us we have to be as we get older.</li></ol>
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Body: <p>I&rsquo;ve been running this blog for three years, and I have nearly 3000 followers.</p><p>Still, I find myself nearly squealing in delight because <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M_ds8sGBMTmjTDxrXHny_wQ">@naturallybrielle</a> and <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MWYV9P_nsavA4thz_VAceQQ">@causeineedu</a> are following me here. </p><p>It&rsquo;s a pity they&rsquo;re only seeing me now after I lost most of my drive for analyses.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/willthewise7/692587314288934912">willthewise7</a>:</p><blockquote><h1><b>Henry Creel Origins Theory </b></h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="450" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5330415542b28542efdbcbc636dc704d/aceb32545aeb0ad0-ff/s640x960/572c816ae20b617f2822ef0d2edf19bb455970de.gif" data-orig-height="450" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p><i>This theory will dive into the potential origins and backstory of Henry Creel. Therefore, this will include how I believe his arc could also coincide with Will and perhaps why both are strongly paralleled to each other. </i></p><p>&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;</p><p>Henry Creel was born in 1947, with both his parents being Victor Creel and Virginia Creel. Additionally, he had an older sister who was 3 years older than him, named Alice Creel. Just like Will, however, Henry felt like he didn’t fit in with his peers, being labelled “broken” by his teachers and doctors. Henry was described as a sensitive boy by his father Victor, something Joyce also mentioned about Will. </p><p>The Creel family were hoping for a fresh start in the Spring of 1959. They were able to buy a large house in Hawkins due to the small fortune they inherited from Virgina’s great-uncle. This, however, was far from a fresh start. Henry was pessimistic about the move and believed it wouldn’t be any different to anywhere else they’d lived. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="537" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/90ba82e96835c3aa5d41acefdac7aa98/aceb32545aeb0ad0-fe/s640x960/15a2c0189c3fa9257bb5749dd7e5e3e5177e4375.jpg" data-orig-height="537" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>Henry did, however, find some comfort in his new house. Creatures that he believed represented his own struggles. Something that he could relate to and understand. One day Henry found a nest of black widows living inside the new house’s bathroom vent. Henry was fascinated by these spiders, you could say obsessed even. He believed like himself, they were also misunderstood. Personally, I believe that they can be lonely creatures at times and maybe Henry feels isolated for being different. Henry would later make illustrations of a great black widow predator looking figure, a great almighty being. One we know becomes the mindflayer.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="358" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f6c249738a1687a724b5b0cb2b72652c/aceb32545aeb0ad0-9b/s640x960/b1c4dc848aab3771f3661607027ef3f42aee4924.gif" data-orig-height="358" data-orig-width="640"/></figure></div><p>Henry began to loathe society and human civilisation. A growing distaste for time and the structure of work in general. The cycle that humans were bound to with every day, week, month and year. The constant cycle of eating, sleeping, working and reproducing. To Henry, this all seemed meaningless. He did not want to be part of this. Henry soon realised he didn’t need to be and discovered his outstanding powers that he had either developed, or somehow naturally had. </p><p>Once Henry had practised his powers on both the manipulation of the grandfather clock and many animals, things got worse for the Creel family. Victor became worried for his family’s safety as the death of animals nearby was believed to be attacks made by a wildcat. Henry began using his powers but this time on Victor, making him relieve vivid memories of the war, including an incident where he inadvertently set fire to a baby in a cradle. Victor then began to believe a demon was possessing his home, although Virginia had other ideas.</p><p>Virginia had a suspicion that it was her son causing these strange happenings, something she despised him for. She wanted to send Henry to a psychiatrist, much to Henry’s disgust. He believed it wasn’t him that was broken, but rather humans. Virginia contacted Dr Brenner hoping for him to take Henry away. This was the start of the Creel family tragedy. Henry murdered both his mother and sister, with Victor being saved by a song on the radio which he described as “the voice of an angel”. Henry collapsed due to over exerting himself. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="337" data-orig-width="450"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c9712d3a936e84eccc6ddab54ebf25d4/aceb32545aeb0ad0-c0/s640x960/02c28073162776e6f473cb7f7459e060f98a9394.jpg" data-orig-height="337" data-orig-width="450"/></figure></div><p>When Henry woke up from his coma he found himself in the Hawkins National Laboratory, under the close supervision of Dr Brenner. It’s here where Brenner wanted to test Henry and to try and replicate his power in others. 001 was tattooed on his forearm to signify the first test subject. </p><p>The past that we know from Henry that was shown in the show above is still not enough to understand his behaviour though. We never get to see his backstory before they moved to Hawkins. Why does Henry think the move to Hawkins wouldn’t change anything? What was the issue? Yes he hated human civilisation as he grew up but why? Very possible he just had a mental health condition from an early age, but I think it’s possibly deeper. </p><p>It’s very likely that, like Will, Henry was bullied for being different and sensitive. I find it interesting therefore how both Will and Henry were described as sensitive children. Both are visibly shown to not fit into society’s expectations and norms. That’s why it’s likely Henry was also bullied at school. It’s also possible that Henry could be gay which would be another parallel to Will, something he could’ve been bullied for. Bullied for being different and like Eddie said “conformity” is ruining kids. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="300" data-orig-width="540" data-tumblr-attribution="willel:V-PZbPakBJrmdSpQNwNBEw:ZV5gfacJFdbd8y00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f50a26725dc34ef2b16cefd928acd4c1/aceb32545aeb0ad0-6a/s640x960/c3f980c877d70f41dfc4401bbf96d8724248427c.gif" data-orig-height="300" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>As I discussed earlier, Henry felt like he didn’t fit with the other children and that he was different. This could be interpreted in many ways such as him having a mental health condition or that he was simply misunderstood. Both could also be a possibility. Either way, he is described as both different and sensitive just like Will is. There’s a difference though in that Will despite being bullied and possessed chose good, whereas Henry chose the wrong path. </p><p>I believe it’s key that we haven’t been shown Henry’s backstory before the move to Hawkins, which I believe would make it easier to understand what happened. Based on evidence so far I’d say the narrative suggests he could’ve been bullied for being different and that teachers didn’t understand him. What is interesting, however, is that it seems like there was something seriously wrong with the Creel house. Additionally, we didn’t see Henry learning about his powers until they got to the new house in Hawkins. Why is that? I’ll get to this point soon. </p><p>The Creel house was thought to have a demon inside it, as Victor said. Whilst we were made to believe that it was just the workings of Henry and his powers, I believe the house was built upon the force of the mindflayer. Perhaps there was also already a slight gap or bridge that was inside the house, linking our world to the other dimension. The mindflayer spreads like a virus almost, like a festering fungus. It’s a poison. I believe therefore it’s possible that it took advantage of Henry and spread inside him. The revelation could be that the mindflayer is indeed behind everything, despite Henry thinking he was in control when he was sent to the Upside Down by El. </p><figure data-orig-height="170" data-orig-width="268"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ce1c5e9e3eaffdfa6ed1c657d65a9132/aceb32545aeb0ad0-08/s640x960/c6ef1dd1a884b035b437e265686221b4c3e619cc.gif" data-orig-height="170" data-orig-width="268"/></figure><p>Henry gave form to the mindflayer but that doesn’t mean he necessarily controls it. It seems to want to spread like a virus and therefore his goals align with Henry. His plans would allow the mindflayer to spread. </p><p>Which brings me to my last revelation and point. How did Henry gain his powers? It’s either naturally developed from birth, or from the external environment. If the mindflayer possesses power itself it isn’t out of the question if it gave power to Henry. Perhaps it spotted a potential for Henry to turn bad and to release the mindflayer into the real world, therefore spreading and consuming humanity and all life forces. So potentially the mindflayer was able to give him some sort of powers to do so. It is possible still that Henry developed them naturally, but the point remains that it could’ve influenced Henry just like a demon would. </p><p>It is worth noting how spiders like to create webs that spread. They weave and spread webs to create nests and homes. The mindflayer is similar in that it spreads. Therefore there is a parallel to Henry liking spiders and finding comfort within them. The mindflayer being a possibly intelligent higher force could’ve taken advantage of this fact, the only comfort Henry had. </p><figure data-orig-height="170" data-orig-width="268" data-tumblr-attribution="endiness:jbxYiewit7y9mNsbuwU2Hw:ZO39Pyc3cMD70e00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8afd6c62679a53df9fd28f5253da2bd1/aceb32545aeb0ad0-03/s640x960/cdbbe063c9916f54368bcfedadb9ecc9d7dade55.gif" data-orig-height="170" data-orig-width="268"/></figure><figure data-orig-height="170" data-orig-width="268" data-tumblr-attribution="endiness:jbxYiewit7y9mNsbuwU2Hw:ZO39Pyc3cMD70e00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1b2aaa6207192edfdbcdf42e03e6a177/aceb32545aeb0ad0-32/s640x960/26e0cde03c8c21992b8c49c254ed4c6e5798ce75.gif" data-orig-height="170" data-orig-width="268"/></figure><p>Overall, I believe that it’s possible Henry was misunderstood just like he said to El. By seeing his backstory in season 5, it’s possible we will see how he was bullied for being different just like Will. The reason Vecna chose Will, therefore, was that he saw himself and thought he was the chosen one. The only one of humanity he didn’t want to kill. Additionally, he must have known about Will having powers which is another reason he believed he was worthy and like himself. Remember, he chose El originally because he saw the others bullying her and that she had a lot of power. Note how I’m not justifying what Henry did in any way as that’s still not justified. But what I’m trying to say is we can understand potentially why he chose this bad path and the possibility for a redemption arc in season 5. Even though it will still not justify the many he killed, at least it could finally show that he does hold a portion of good inside him and to end this nightmare once and for all. </p></blockquote>
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<p>Time for Will to break those “plot device” accusations.</p>
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<p>You know, with season 5 being Hawkins-based, there may be room for Mr. Clarke to return. </p>
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<p>This would be a real interesting twist to the story, wouldn&rsquo;t it? I&rsquo;d send Nick so much money in apology if it were to be the case.</p>
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<p>It’s probably because people on Reddit slam and downvote any talk of a character being gay until it’s made explicit. </p><p>This is the same sort of thing people over there would mock Tumblr about when we suggested it years ago. </p><p>I wonder how receptive people have been to this post over there, but I’m not about to go find out.</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "a727dfc2f30db47ff6b7dd5ae445b6aa2773515b.jpg"

Post id: 692433698843394048
Date: 2022-08-13 02:03:54 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/692433698843394048
Slug: you-dont-owe-anyone-anything-if-you-think-you
Reblog key: dNStrQQq
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lesbianmindflayer/692433231133474816
Reblog name: lesbianmindflayer
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lesbianmindflayer/692433231133474816">lesbianmindflayer</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Can’t tell if it’s my ADHD or I’m just on video making burn out again. I’m absolutely unable to focus right now and it’s getting worse and worse.  I’ve gone so hard with analysis videos and video content for the last month and a half. There was almost a video every single day, sometimes multiples. I’m tired my brain is 404 erroring 🫠 </p><p>I should take a break. Catch up on watching D&amp;D and relax cause my eyes hurt from editing constantly. But I also feel bad when I don’t post stuff for the fandom. The struggle 😣</p><p>If I’m less active this is why. 🫶</p></blockquote>
<p>You don’t owe anyone anything. If you think you need a break, then take a break. Even if you want to look at it from a totally selfless, Will-like POV, then people will be happier that you’re creating at 100% rather than running on fumes.</p><p>Enjoy yourself. You’ve already given the fandom so much.</p>
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<p>She’s still laughing about it, even in the coma.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lesbianmindflayer/692425195465621504">lesbianmindflayer</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/692424996855889920">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lesbianmindflayer/692424904272969728">lesbianmindflayer</a>:</p><blockquote><p>The fact that I had <i>one</i> Surfer Boy pineapple jalapeño frozen pizza and I’ve been ordering it at pizza places ever since.</p></blockquote><p>Despite being a descendent of Italian immigrants, I love pineapple on pizza. </p><p>That said, I don’t think I want to try it from a frozen pizza brand.</p></blockquote><p>The official stranger things frozen one had really good crust! (It was like flakey airy) But it’s better from my local pizza place cause the jalapeño is actually spicy haha</p></blockquote>
<p>Yeah, I’d imagine it’d be better from a local pizza place.</p><p>Especially if made by someone like Argyle. That guy seemed to take his work as seriously as he did his weed.</p>
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<p>Despite being a descendent of Italian immigrants, I love pineapple on pizza. </p><p>That said, I don’t think I want to try it from a frozen pizza brand.</p>
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<p>By this person’s logic, El, as the one who opened the Gate in the first place, should also be left in the Upside Down.</p><p>I can’t imagine they’re about to suggest that, though.</p><p>People like this just need to be honest. They don’t want Will to have a happy ending.</p>
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<p>Funko needs to hire this person.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://illogical-fallacy.tumblr.com/post/692391923113181184/not-going-to-share-it-her-because-she-hasnt-on">illogical-fallacy</a>:</p><blockquote><p>not going to share it here because she hasn&rsquo;t on tumblr yet, but <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M_ds8sGBMTmjTDxrXHny_wQ">@naturallybrielle</a> hit the nail on the head with their tiktok on what the root of so much of the toxicity in the byler fandom is (and the monopoly man fans too, don&rsquo;t get me wrong). they are 1000% justified in their decision to step away from byler analyses for the time. in their own words, &ldquo;talking about byler and doing byler analyses was fun until it wasn&rsquo;t.&rdquo; </p><p>i think between the things said on tiktok comments, twitter, and also everywhere about nick re: 8flix, <i>everyone</i> could do with a reality check and work to hold others accountable for the things they say.</p><p><b>at the end of the day, stranger things is a tv show.</b> is it an excellent one that <i>almost definitely</i> has an endgame with a generation-defining queer coming-of-age story? absolutely. but, that payoff should not come at the expense of others willing to volunteer their time, energy, and skills into making content for the byler fandom. people are people, not caricatures.</p></blockquote>
<p>Has she been getting harassed? I noticed her TikTok is now private. I don&rsquo;t have a TikTok account, so I can&rsquo;t see her videos anymore.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/madwheelerz/692388317933780992">madwheelerz</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Reverse bedtime stories with Karen and Mike (<i><strike>Mike telling the stories with Karen listening</strike></i>)</p></blockquote>
<p>As Mike gets older, Karen, now a big fan, still comes to Mike for bedtime stories. Mike grumbles, begging his mom to let him sleep, but Karen just has to know how it ends!</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://howtobecomeadragon.tumblr.com/post/690676972408504320/a-ton-of-credit-for-this-post-goes-to">howtobecomeadragon</a>:</p><blockquote><p>A ton of credit for this post goes to <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MtPutxBMbWzndNYZ3w2icEw">@dinitride-art</a>, who pointed out Mike&rsquo;s discomfort being at Suzie&rsquo;s house in Part 13 of their lighting analysis, I hadn&rsquo;t picked up on that previously at all. I wanted to expand on that a little, focusing more on just Mike (not Will as we&rsquo;ve seen him accept himself and his sexuality a lot more and as such there&rsquo;s just not as much here to analyze with Will) instead of the lighting, but all props go to <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MtPutxBMbWzndNYZ3w2icEw">@dinitride-art</a>!!! Check out their lighting analysis, it&rsquo;s been blowing my mind!</p><p>So we&rsquo;ve all talked about how Mike&rsquo;s parents being Reagan supporters definitely could have impacted Mike&rsquo;s internalized homophobia. But as far as I remember, there aren&rsquo;t any religious symbols in the Wheeler house and religion hasn&rsquo;t played a part in the show much before. </p><p>Suzie being Mormon played a role in s3, as an explanation for why Dustin and Suzie needed to keep in touch via radio instead of via the phone. But in s4, we see Suzie&rsquo;s household being a field of landmines for Mike&rsquo;s internalized homophobia. That lens kind of puts into context this ridiculous sideplot that felt on the first watch through like a bit of a time suck: it showed Mike&rsquo;s discomfort and fear of being himself.</p><p>Walking up to the house, Jonathon warns them that they need to &ldquo;be on their best behavior, with Mike pointing out &quot;they&rsquo;re just really religious.&rdquo; This is played for laughs with respect to Argyle, but that line is there to highlight something else: internalized homophobia that makes Mike hesitant to admit his feelings towards Will. Argyle says he&rsquo;s super spiritual, and Mike says &ldquo;I think they&rsquo;re spiritual too, just in a different way.&rdquo; With the implication being that while Argyle&rsquo;s spirituality is free and connected with nature, Suzie&rsquo;s family may be more likely to judge them&hellip; maybe just Argyle and so he shouldn&rsquo;t talk about smoking in front of them, but it&rsquo;s more than that, and Mike knows that. We&rsquo;ll come back to these lines later.</p><p>We see in the sequence before they find Suzie that there&rsquo;s a ton of imagery that, pre-vol2, a lot of people theorized were death clues towards Mike&rsquo;s, but seeing that he remained physically unharmed in vol2, I&rsquo;m guessing that this imagery instead was meant to imply how unsafe Mike feels in this house. He is gay and struggling with feelings towards Will, and doesn&rsquo;t want to be found out and condemned by this super religious family. <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MtPutxBMbWzndNYZ3w2icEw">@dinitride-art</a> mentioned that entering the house, Will is on Mike&rsquo;s LEFT side, with Mike&rsquo;s heart pocket facing away from Will, which rarely happens this season. Mike is trying to appear more straight.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="417" data-orig-width="859"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b6f8b7d625445ab2451c50567d66e64c/d0dae9a5c3db8816-f9/s640x960/a7cb6fa0a221bea16c534ad2de3311044e58ade7.jpg" data-orig-height="417" data-orig-width="859"/></figure></div><p>Back to the house being dangerous for Mike: he&rsquo;s hit in the head with a fake arrow, a girl drops in front of Mike, choking and bleeding from the neck (a reminder for Mike that he needs save El quickly, as well as imagery similar to El later on being choked by the vines, and this foreshadowing in this house while he&rsquo;s trying to appear straight also foreshadows that Mike&rsquo;s love confession doesn&rsquo;t work because it&rsquo;s not genuine, he can&rsquo;t save everyone with a lie), the knife chopping quickly with Mike emerging from the background, and then more subtly, the discomfort associated with being expected to be in love with El, reflected in Mike&rsquo;s annoyance at Argyle and Eden flirting: &ldquo;falling in love at first sight&rdquo; with a girl. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="416" data-orig-width="823"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5f555355afbce8e1a199da298ef793e2/d0dae9a5c3db8816-6f/s640x960/f1db2e8a8e06fa3bb382450b5fc1e754c74703a2.jpg" data-orig-height="416" data-orig-width="823"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="424" data-orig-width="801"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4eaa12fa06ea1eea5d54cc45afcc300d/d0dae9a5c3db8816-af/s640x960/3b3911f3cfb252a8bd168f7c4de1c07ef1ac5846.jpg" data-orig-height="424" data-orig-width="801"/></figure></div><p>After that scene, we skip to other characters but it&rsquo;s important to note that directly preceding returning to Suzie&rsquo;s, we are once again shown religion being used against our characters: Jason basically preaches to the town about why they need to hunt the Hellfire club down because they&rsquo;re Satanic worshippers and murderers. Just an interesting parallel: they&rsquo;re really hammering home that religion is dangerous for our characters right now. These scenes are one after another to show that parallel: it&rsquo;s not just happening back in Hawkins, it&rsquo;s in Salt Lake City too.</p><p>In the next scene, we see Eden interrupt and mock Suzie&rsquo;s scolding about her language, saying &ldquo;what, am I going to burn in hell now?&rdquo; and then we see Mike looking after her, looking&hellip; on edge and holding himself stiffly. Eden&rsquo;s words are a reminder of punishments for sinning, including being gay. A forcible reminder that they&rsquo;re in a very religious house, to Mike and the audience. We then see him glancing back at Will right after that as Will speaks up to continue the conversation. Will helps him stay on track with what they need when he&rsquo;s distracted and Will&rsquo;s also there as someone to help Mike as he feels anxious in this house.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="214" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f22fcf0d05999fec9315902e12d44a57/d0dae9a5c3db8816-fe/s640x960/12b314e44d4b9a09fd1664c18cafb86dd68e08ad.gif" data-orig-height="214" data-orig-width="480"/></figure></div><p>But when Suzie talks about how her dad took her computer, there&rsquo;s a big focus on her <i>dating the wrong person</i>, an Agnostic(!), and her father&rsquo;s anger towards her and punishment. When we cut back to our group, Mike is hanging his head, likely reflecting on how that punishment could apply to him as well, but soon after, he looks back to Will again. Just looking at Will provides comfort, maybe helps Mike feel like he&rsquo;s not a mistake??</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="430" data-orig-width="832"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/27a1f7186f358bd41e443b6f56f5df1d/d0dae9a5c3db8816-98/s640x960/04fe793028029a0187d482c1ce2575654ac65ffb.jpg" data-orig-height="430" data-orig-width="832"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="415" data-orig-width="854"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/02265724281464f2eda8ca747353ca73/d0dae9a5c3db8816-88/s640x960/47df34077c9c5b0f9aa41c7a2aa31372d47eb6a8.jpg" data-orig-height="415" data-orig-width="854"/></figure></div><p>Moving onto the next segment, we see Mike pressed against the wall before sneaking into Suzie&rsquo;s father&rsquo;s study, and Mike is the main focus of this shot. All the other characters hiding here are basically hidden in shadows, but we see Mike&rsquo;s face: he&rsquo;s afraid of Suzie&rsquo;s dad for more reasons than just the obvious.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="421" data-orig-width="388"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/82377ffde8647faba89a882419710a6a/d0dae9a5c3db8816-52/s640x960/92d0f6d883cc51c0cf5996f6766fef2f156532fc.jpg" data-orig-height="421" data-orig-width="388"/></figure></div><p>Once inside, we see Mike censor himself from saying &ldquo;holy shit,&rdquo; changing it to &ldquo;holy heck.&rdquo; Going back to the opening lines at this house, Mike suggested that Argyle is the one that would have to change his behavior around Suzie&rsquo;s family, but no. We see Argyle act completely genuine with no suppression of how he always acts and he does perfectly okay inside the house. Mike, on the other hand, has to suppress his language, but what else? We see Mike shifting away from Will when he gets close. This is possibly the first and only time Mike moves away from Will like that in the entire show?? It would make sense that he would do this here, in the office of a man that gets angry at a kid for dating the wrong person according to his religion, with a religious painting right behind their heads.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="214" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/00450df78401f3487187aecae86f6e55/d0dae9a5c3db8816-56/s640x960/cefeac34af25cddf9057b414298d906352ae4c7f.gif" data-orig-height="214" data-orig-width="480"/></figure></div><p>Running down the stairs, as mentioned by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MtPutxBMbWzndNYZ3w2icEw">@dinitride-art</a>, Mike pushes himself as far away from Suzie&rsquo;s father as possible. Will on the other hand, looks him right in the face, going back to the idea that Will feels more comfortable with his sexuality now in the face of people that might disagree with it.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="426" data-orig-width="833"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/777644efebccb6a29cd3faa77d8bc2d8/d0dae9a5c3db8816-8f/s640x960/62c7d1097171e80f181e40fb5ff1c98820dfdb4d.jpg" data-orig-height="426" data-orig-width="833"/></figure></div><p>And then we see Will putting his hand on Mike&rsquo;s back, almost to comfort him, as if he knows Mike felt uncomfortable in that house. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="417" data-orig-width="837"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7536e2cfff93317e5d5e1829bbb83a52/d0dae9a5c3db8816-c9/s640x960/9e7f685ddea742d9ee456da2c9d497899ef25dbe.jpg" data-orig-height="417" data-orig-width="837"/></figure></div><p>In conclusion, being in Suzie&rsquo;s house with her big Mormon family was Mike&rsquo;s big &ldquo;when you&rsquo;re different you feel like a mistake&rdquo; moment, but he looked to Will for comfort, and Will provided it, making Mike feel like he&rsquo;s not a mistake at all.</p></blockquote>
<p>Oh, so this is the post about Mike being uncomfortable at Suzie’s house? Lots of good observations here.</p><p>Mike being at the center of the shot when they’re talking to Suzie in her room is something worth bringing up. The other members of the Pizza Party almost blend into the background during that conversation, while the blue shirt he wears makes him stand out. It almost seems to suggest that Mike doesn’t belong there. </p><p>I forgot about the whole “love at first sight” thing with Eden and Argyle. That really does seem like a dig at Mike and El, especially considering it served no purpose and we’re not meant to take anything Argyle does seriously.</p><p>A lot of this does help explain the confusing chaos that was the Bingham house.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://flaringgoosebumps.tumblr.com/post/692330080422248448/antibylers-sometimes-make-good-points-like-mike">flaringgoosebumps</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Antibylers sometimes make good points like &ldquo;Mike threw away El&rsquo;s letter for the agents to find it later, that&rsquo;s how stories progress&rdquo; </p><p>Absolutely, but Mike could&rsquo;ve put it in his pants pocket and it could&rsquo;ve fell out during the shooting. That would&rsquo;ve actually been the greatest metaphor for their relationship. The letter would symbolize his need to hold on to her and dropping it would represent chaos ensuing around them causing him to lose her. But instead he threw it away with no hesitation lmao</p><p>I&rsquo;m just suggesting there was a reason for that.</p></blockquote>
<p>People act like the two things are mutually exclusive.</p><p>No, it’s actually better writing that the action of Mike throwing away the letter worked both as a sign of the state of his relationship with El and as a plot device letting Sullivan figure out where El is.</p><p>Like the OP said, the letter could have been found another way. Mike could have dropped it in panic or put it down somewhere and been unable to retrieve it because of the firefight. They could have shown Mike freaking out about it because he left behind the last thing El wrote him and/or he knows it’d be a clue for people trying to hurt El. </p><p>They didn’t do that. Mike tossed it away and never thought about it again. While it’s possible that people are misinterpreting the reason he did it, he did have a reason.</p><p>Honestly, the letter itself wasn’t even necessary as a plot device. All it told Sullivan was that El was somewhere else. He had to torture and interrogate the other agent to actually find out where she was. He could have done that regardless.</p>
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<p>This fandom is a bigger fever dream than The Peanut Butter Solution.</p>
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<p>At this point, the Duffers might as well just reveal they are actually twins separated at birth.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://damnyourimpudencesir.tumblr.com/post/692313749706637312/exactly-imo-the-only-way-it-works-at-all-is-if">damnyourimpudencesir</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willandmichael.tumblr.com/post/692204461928660992/which-is-the-reason-why-the-kiss-to-me-never-made">willandmichael</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/analyzingstrangerthingssongs/692202438588071936">analyzingstrangerthingssongs</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/analyzingstrangerthingssongs/692201834062970880">analyzingstrangerthingssongs</a>:</p><blockquote><p>ok but rewatching season one is really cementing in my mind just how little Mike really cared about El in the beginning, like he genuinely only liked her if she could ensure Will’s safety and when he thought she couldn’t?? </p><p>“You hurt me” </p><p>“What u did sucked”</p><p> “Lucas was right about you” (Lucas called her a weirdo and a freak). </p><p>You’re trying to tell me that was love at first sight? Interesting. </p></blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="344" data-orig-width="763"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d1ae47816fdb52bf67dda17ada53baaf/9c8381d50fb2b2ae-ca/s640x960/1ee982b08f901c417c72f8a816a5b182a0d9309c.jpg" data-orig-height="344" data-orig-width="763"/></figure></div><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MNooEYuQj-xYYTnuxsVErSA">@elpantalones</a> same oh my god the way they all spoke to her honestly broke my heart, like i get they were all and confused kids too but damn 😭😭</p></blockquote><p>which is the reason why the kiss to me never made any sense, it felt so out of place for so many reasons. why were they making them KISS.. they knew each other for a week? mike screamed at her multiple times? she clearly had no world experience? and in s4 we have mike saying it was love at first sight when you can just go back and watch s1 and see it for yourself that it wasn&rsquo;t 😭</p></blockquote><p>Exactly.   IMO the only way it works at all is if you look at it with the idea that film nerd/aspiring writer Mike, upon being basically dropped into The Story, does the most logical thing from his perspective:  follow the script.  The same script that 99.99999% of the time is some variation of &ldquo;boy meets girl,  boy and girl experience epic shit together,  fall in love&ndash;if not at first sight,  definitely by the end of the story, have the Big Damn Kiss, and live happily ever after. &rdquo;  And El, who in a very real sense has wandered into a foreign culture with absolutely no preparation (so she observes and mimics the behavior she sees in order to fit  in and not offend the locals) just kinda&hellip;goes with it. </p></blockquote>
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<p>I’m inclined to think the same. He meant well, but got suckered just like the rest of us. There’s simply no point in him broadcasting it like he did if it was a scam on his part. He’d be trying to keep it relatively quiet, and he definitely wouldn’t be using his real name.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/amsterdamhotelroom/690518024943550464">amsterdamhotelroom</a>:</p><blockquote><p>can’t believe some people think max will not wake up. this is stranger things. they’ll put a clip of her waking up in the season 5 trailer </p></blockquote>
<p>“HER EYES OPEN”</p>
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<p>I don’t understand Steddie in the least, but respect to their shippers for being this dedicated.</p>
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<p>I find the potential for homophobic hate from fans to be disheartening, yet still somehow unsurprising. </p>
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Body: <p>I do want to believe that Nick acted in good faith (though I know it makes me seem naïve). Perhaps he was duped. It would explain why he would so openly flaunt the scripts. That wouldn’t make sense if he knew he could easily be proven wrong.</p>
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<p>It makes me wonder how he vets his sources if he could be fooled like this. A script from anywhere but an official source (writer, producer, etc.) is questionable at best. It also calls into question the legitimacy of the other scripts on his site. </p><p>Perhaps we all should have thought something was odd that he was getting season 4 scripts, especially so soon after release. </p><p>If it is indeed the case that his source duped him, though, then I feel bad for him, too. He must have thought he struck gold with how interested Stranger Things fans would be to see the scripts. </p>
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<p>Ha, well, to be fair, that script did have the whole “Jonathan who?” thing in it.</p><p>I swear, everyday something seems to happen to make me wonder if I ever should have gotten this invested in a fandom.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://deanismysavior.tumblr.com/post/692158043783348224/if-nicks-intentions-are-good-and-8flix-is-legit">deanismysavior</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bowlcutbyers/692156266089512961">bowlcutbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>wait im slow but 8flix says they are a free service and ask for donations but he sent it to people who donated only or..</p></blockquote><p>IF Nick&rsquo;s intentions are good and 8flix is legit, which I believe is probable given the development of news:</p><p>8flix IS a free database that makes the vast majority of their content accessible for free. It&rsquo;s not-for-profit. The donations were for website management and the scripts were supposed to be a perk for donors. This does not mean 8flix was selling scripts.</p><p>What COULD have happened is either:</p><p>1. The scripts COULD be from a faulty source and were doctored, but if this is true, I don&rsquo;t think Nick was aware of it.</p><p>2. The scripts are legit but were obtained not directly from Netflix (the source may have pirated the scripts), (again, I doubt Nick would tank his own credibility by knowingly taking pirated scripts, so he likely was unaware)</p><p>3. The scripts are legit and were obtained credibly, but the ST Writers Twitter is making a blanket statement not to buy scripts from people (they could be misunderstanding the info possibly?)</p><p>4. Nick wrote them (which I think is the least likely option atp)</p><p>5. This is a PR stunt by ST to throw off anyone from looking too heavily into the scripts.</p><p>Make of this what you will.</p></blockquote>
<p>I want to believe that Nick’s intentions are good, but everything about how he handled this makes it hard to believe. </p><p>At this point, there’s just far too many unanswered questions. </p><p>It’s possible that Nick himself may have been duped, but it’s also possible that he saw an opportunity and got carried away with it. </p><p>Either way, I’d at least ask that people take the high road on this. There’s a process to get your money back if you donated and are upset because you were misled. Let’s avoid personal attacks. </p>
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Body: <p>Let me be clear here:</p><p>If Nick from 8flix likes to write up scripts to match scenes he’s watched, then that’s great. I’m glad he has a hobby he enjoys so much. That’s not what anyone is upset about.</p><p>It only becomes a problem when he leads people to believe that what he offers are genuine scripts from the actual writers. People were willing to donate because we thought we’d be able to read the actual scripts.</p>
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Body: <p>I guess it’s time to go back and delete my posts discussing the scripts or the GoFundMe. Don’t want to further mislead anyone.</p>
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Body: <p>Pft, an article by CheatSheet quotes my blog. That&rsquo;s hilarious. I saw it when searching up information on this whole 8flix situation.</p><p class="npf_link" data-npf="{&quot;type&quot;:&quot;link&quot;,&quot;url&quot;:&quot;https://www.cheatsheet.com/entertainment/stranger-things-writers-warn-fans-byler-script-is-fake.html/&quot;,&quot;display_url&quot;:&quot;https://www.cheatsheet.com/entertainment/stranger-things-writers-warn-fans-byler-script-is-fake.html/&quot;,&quot;title&quot;:&quot;'Stranger Things' Writers Warn Fans That the 'Byler Script' is Fake&quot;,&quot;description&quot;:&quot;The 'Stranger Things' writers announced that the recent script going around, known as the Byler Script, is a scam, and fans shouldn't give a&quot;,&quot;site_name&quot;:&quot;Showbiz Cheat Sheet&quot;,&quot;poster&quot;:[{&quot;media_key&quot;:&quot;7eb4115ce585aca84529669a67578c73:a55db9bd74b66f1a-68&quot;,&quot;type&quot;:&quot;image/jpeg&quot;,&quot;width&quot;:2000,&quot;height&quot;:1000}]}"><a href="https://www.cheatsheet.com/entertainment/stranger-things-writers-warn-fans-byler-script-is-fake.html/" target="_blank">&lsquo;Stranger Things&rsquo; Writers Warn Fans That the 'Byler Script&rsquo; is Fake</a></p><p>Gotta love that they captured me in a particularly emotional moment, or simply referred to me as &ldquo;One Tumblr user.&rdquo; At least they linked to the post.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/ratt-duffer/692140487233191936">ratt-duffer</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Honestly I think that the episode 8 script might be the only fake one. I guess I can see that happening, you run a script site, which is approved by universities, but you need donations right? Wow your Dear Billy script was super popular, look at that. Why not make a fake script for ep.8? Could explain the delays. </p><p>But what I don’t understand is why someone would be willing to lose all credibility. Because he works in the industry. And also face legal repercussions? Since there was no way it wouldn’t get out. Idk this is soooo weird</p></blockquote>
<p>This is what gets me.</p><p>He had <i>everything</i> to lose here. Unless he’s in some exceptionally desperate financial situation, it wouldn’t make sense for him to lie. It makes even less sense for him to <b>hype it up on social media to the point that it trended.</b></p><p>If someone is pulling a scam, they don’t draw attention to it like that. And why wouldn’t Netflix’s legal team just go after him and have the GoFundMe pulled?</p><p>Nothing here makes sense.</p><p>I’m willing to give Nick a chance to explain, but I can only wait so long. This involved real people and real money.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lesbianmindflayer/691626034044518400">lesbianmindflayer</a>:</p><blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1090" data-orig-width="1080" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rg2omsIUG41ze9ttm_720.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rg2omsIUG41ze9ttm_720.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":1080,"height":1090},"poster":[{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rg2omsIUG41ze9ttm_frame1.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":1080,"height":1090}],"filmstrip":{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/previews/tumblr_rg2omsIUG41ze9ttm_filmstrip.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":2000,"height":202}}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rg2omsIUG41ze9ttm_frame1.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rg2omsIUG41ze9ttm_720.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure><p>Cabin Scene Analysis Deep Dive </p><p>How does birds, a couch, and a blanket have any importance? Let’s check out and speculate on the tiny details of the scene. </p><p>Full video is on my <a href="https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZTRUrgFDU/?k=1">TikTok</a></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willandmichael.tumblr.com/post/691576172707004416/oh-this-is-so-peculiar">willandmichael</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><div><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1170" data-orig-width="1096"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/312f0262957a13aabf1a5289d8a26839/0ec612e59eba2235-8d/s640x960/3f9b2591878db605ca2b187daea3cbf51483a9ff.jpg" data-orig-height="1170" data-orig-width="1096" alt="so nancy turned into a 'jerk' after she started daing steve, and mike started treating his friends like crap after getting together with el...interesting pic.twitter.com/CD2hXBWO0m

— sam | missing kamala khan | august slipped away (@dxrlinggxd) August 2, 2022"><span class="tmblr-alt-text-helper">ALT</span></figure><p class="tmblr-attribution"><a href="https://twitter.com/dxrlinggxd/status/1554330980936142849" class="post_info_link post_source_app" _target="blank" rel="nofollow">View on Twitter</a></p></div></div><p>oh this is so peculiar 🕵️‍♀️ </p></blockquote>
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Reblog name: wakeupthemembersofbylernation
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://wakeupthemembersofbylernation.tumblr.com/post/691498502310789120/gulping-screaming-trying-to-stay-calm">wakeupthemembersofbylernation</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1929" data-orig-width="1170"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/08b2b88b958f1480f1e38c566a5c4a29/527b85a0294a8b09-d3/s640x960/59454751b016df4deda324c264ec781a3825fb1d.jpg" data-orig-height="1929" data-orig-width="1170"/></figure></div><p>Gulping, screaming, trying to stay calm </p><figure data-orig-height="140" data-orig-width="250" data-tumblr-attribution="goldensunrises:8CO7rrR9Sa3vXKegZbWthA:Z8jVQwYw_G_Vme00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4d71909ad1353ddc9866f55662c9d395/527b85a0294a8b09-d6/s640x960/023ce605200eba45d124d60969bf2d0729555679.gif" data-orig-height="140" data-orig-width="250"/></figure></blockquote>
<div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/330a94c167dbf6a96dff940958b13143/e4407b2ec64bb593-b7/s640x960/41975d9de4ddca2d6ab3687eae07a90f4984265f.gif" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480"/></figure></div><p>May the powers that be help us all if that turns out to be another movie board.</p>
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Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>If Mike and Will were candy:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="678" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d9a7a97a93db0e65661a629c458a5c97/2dcfc12132a16c85-e5/s640x960/a8e0b83af49a5dc15dac53f59579027fe38c902c.jpg" data-orig-height="678" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://elpantalones.tumblr.com/post/691484124817604609/still-confused-as-to-why-the-s4-mike-and-will">elpantalones</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Still confused as to why the s4 Mike and Will funkos were posed Like That lol, especially Will&hellip;</p></blockquote>
<p>As best I can tell, Mike&rsquo;s is based on him trying to convince guys to sub in for Lucas at the D&amp;D session.</p><p>Will&rsquo;s is even more of a disappointment, as it&rsquo;s based on a very brief moment where he grabs his wrist when the police come to arrest El. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://wibble-wobbegong.tumblr.com/post/691312764897165312/yknow-whats-really-insane-el-feels-like-mike">wibble-wobbegong</a>:</p><blockquote><p>y’know what’s really insane? </p><p>el feels like mike views her as a monster. mike doesn’t succeed in changing her point of view even though all she did was hit angela.</p><p>mike managed to make will feel like he was something good even when he was possessed by the mind flayer. will felt scared of himself and the thing inside him and mike managed to make him feel like everything would be okay, that what was happening didn’t make will dangerous or a monster even though he literally was. he was a superspy in mike’s eyes!</p><p>mike wheeler is INSANE.</p></blockquote>
<p>Mike does for Will what El wishes he would do for her.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://will80sbyers.tumblr.com/post/691312032385040384/part-two-credits">will80sbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1024" data-orig-width="576" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rfw9l1pbt21zd5h2w.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rfw9l1pbt21zd5h2w.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":576,"height":1024},"poster":[{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rfw9l1pbt21zd5h2w_frame1.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":576,"height":1024}],"filmstrip":{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/previews/tumblr_rfw9l1pbt21zd5h2w_filmstrip.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":2000,"height":357}}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rfw9l1pbt21zd5h2w_frame1.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rfw9l1pbt21zd5h2w.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure><p>part two</p><p><a href="https://vm.tiktok.com/ZMNVT4GcH/">credits</a> </p></blockquote>
<p>Again, I don’t have the literary knowledge to evaluate this, but it’s still interesting. Are there more examples where the mediator ends up with the lance instead of the hero?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://will80sbyers.tumblr.com/post/691311330816294912/credits">will80sbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1024" data-orig-width="576" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rfw926TMpj1zd5h2w.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rfw926TMpj1zd5h2w.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":576,"height":1024},"poster":[{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rfw926TMpj1zd5h2w_frame1.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":576,"height":1024}],"filmstrip":{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/previews/tumblr_rfw926TMpj1zd5h2w_filmstrip.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":2000,"height":357}}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rfw926TMpj1zd5h2w_frame1.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rfw926TMpj1zd5h2w.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure></blockquote>
<p>Interesting take on things. I’ll admit I don’t have the literary knowledge necessary to say how valid this is, but, on its face, it’s quite interesting.</p>
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Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>I feel like people are getting too excited and eager to parse out Noah&rsquo;s interviews and fan sessions. He&rsquo;s not going to let anything slip. We already know he can dance around the truth because of all the &ldquo;that&rsquo;s one way to interpret it&rdquo; stuff he used to say. His status as a leaker is a bit overstated, I think. If anything, he just knows what to say to generate buzz and chaos.</p><p>The only thing I personally find interesting is that he&rsquo;s bringing up Byler unprompted. It could just him recognizing that it&rsquo;s a way to keep fans going, or it could be that it&rsquo;s a coordinated attempt to keep Byler in the fan discourse during the off-season.</p><p>Still, let&rsquo;s not get too excited over these appearances. There&rsquo;s not really going to be anything earthshattering. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/691287196700966912">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p>It&rsquo;s funny people are losing it over the byler fight possibly being based off a romantic fight, in the higshschool musical sequel. Because , byler (long before s4) has been paralleled to romantic pairings - that are from shows/films that are confirmed ST inspo. It&rsquo;s not new.  The writers also said the original highschool musical was inspo for s4 &hellip; so the idea the  sequel is also inspo, is fairly possible.  I even said a few years ago , and got teased by the way ,for mentioning how gabriel/Troy parallel byler because : Byler knew eachother since <b>kindergarten</b>. And in the og film- troy/gabriel say it&rsquo;s &ldquo;feels&rdquo;  like they&rsquo;ve know eachother since they were in <b>kindergarten</b>. They say it a bunch in the first film .And now people are noticing the byler  fight (via dialogue and framing) also parallels troy/Gabriella&rsquo;s fight.</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="533" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0d16a0e80f570c568b077e705a954bc2/a7b8b5663f0a4973-a2/s640x960/0a64db52ffb260c36750b08e25eae0c99db1f7e0.png" data-orig-height="533" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="476"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/90b2caf9522e990ec4a26440f60b2918/a7b8b5663f0a4973-c6/s640x960/bb50f5e625257c97b5c25084d575fab1c66f2ba4.jpg" data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="476"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="530" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5563e1721e7fa441d4082180a710c7a7/a7b8b5663f0a4973-80/s640x960/c87d0b7b1f8169ecddee0c972c2c3635470f99c4.jpg" data-orig-height="530" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><figure data-orig-height="102" data-orig-width="274"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/91d63ec2d034cd1470fb13a6f42a99c3/a7b8b5663f0a4973-46/s640x960/d69765034b6a8f5e4bdca8e42868e3bcb673f0cf.jpg" data-orig-height="102" data-orig-width="274"/></figure><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>But did yall also forget the byler s3 fight (which parallels the s4 fight) was also based off a different romantic scene from a diff series? I noticed/mentioned this parallel  - years ago. Duffers said they were huge fans of Dawson&rsquo;s creek.</p></blockquote><h2>In the D.C scene the 2 childhood friends try to deny their romantic feelings and fight about it &hellip;one character does so with one very interesting line :</h2><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="500" data-orig-width="498"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/00561eeb471e5ebb84a0ef7b93c766d3/a7b8b5663f0a4973-8f/s640x960/742e651d06508af39e0a4cf333a4a082e90fa5f8.jpg" data-orig-height="500" data-orig-width="498"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="217" data-orig-width="503"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0309c419752f99e73a77bd1f45809248/a7b8b5663f0a4973-2b/s640x960/c6bf8e674a8ff4259267a86121344aa7a8a104b3.jpg" data-orig-height="217" data-orig-width="503"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="303" data-orig-width="478"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4f0355b892bbdcf5e2257f5195a78b53/a7b8b5663f0a4973-19/s640x960/a49f8a2966e6d42a179bfbf55b20d41756a82e5a.jpg" data-orig-height="303" data-orig-width="478"/></figure></div><p>The same character who says the same line as mike: is  actually in love with their childhood friend. But refuses to admit it&hellip; </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="623" data-orig-width="876"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/278be380513dcd83a9093379b52dea7f/a7b8b5663f0a4973-cc/s640x960/24bb44eacd55f55288022802a67d3cab183b1485.jpg" data-orig-height="623" data-orig-width="876"/></figure></div><p>Some also thought the s3 fight reminded them of the fight between a  gay pairing in &ldquo; eyewitness&rdquo;. It has no confirmation of being inspo by the Duffers (unlike hsm or d.c). But the framing is very similar&hellip; coincidence or not. The boy on the same side as mike (has a gf, and was in serious denial/repression about his romantic feelings for the other guy, during said fight.) That boy had so much internalized homophobia- especially because he was from/lived in a small town. Their fight in a garage, the car in the background, the lighting . Coincidence or not the parallel is definitely something else&hellip; lol</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2005" data-orig-width="1017"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/485ac4756216b07d4cd20c6f62892218/a7b8b5663f0a4973-f9/s640x960/27eca0d3647a48e6d37489223549d28957f832f9.jpg" data-orig-height="2005" data-orig-width="1017"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><strike>Eyewitness even has another similar scene, which i really  disliked in both shows: dude in woods with camera records love interest&hellip; cough with someone else doing , y'know. Yall remember that mess in s1 of stranger things. Ick.But, I digress. </strike></p><p>Also  byler in s2 is based off Ghostbusters. And name dropped in the show. Mike said he was Venkman.  Venkman&rsquo;s love interest was Dana (Will): who gets possessed, and then can control demon dogs during said possession,  one demondog was in her fridge too, they have to close the gate to break her possession. Does any of this sound very familiar. Cause it should&hellip; </p><p>And in s1 mike writes a d&amp;d  story where king Tristan (Will) gives mike and his friends medals at the end of s1. Like the end of the original star wars film where princess leia gave  medals to han (her future love interest) and han&rsquo;s friends . Mike, a star wars nerd: replaced princess leia for a king (Will)- who gave medals (to their future  love interest) . </p><p>There&rsquo;s more examples. But literally every season byler is paralleled to a romantic pairing from a show/film the duffers or writers like.  The fact byler scenes are often based off romantic pairings/scenes is strange if platonic or one sided. That&rsquo;s all i&rsquo;m saying XD</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://larskukka.tumblr.com/post/691239089261903872/were-a-team-friends-best-friends">larskukka</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>We&rsquo;re a team&hellip; friends&hellip; best friends </h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2652" data-orig-width="1958"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b836fc7b8b519bd1a490b659c17af381/917bf3da8cce9fc5-91/s640x960/408b210704220751081018b2e95ad3a21e986dfc.png" data-orig-height="2652" data-orig-width="1958"/></figure></div><p><i>&ldquo;Do you wanna be my friends?&rdquo;</i></p><p><i>&ldquo;Yes.&rdquo;</i></p><p>The best thing they have ever done.</p></blockquote>
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<p>Yes, this, very much this.</p><p>Will needs Mike because he’s grown to love him over the course of their ten year friendship.</p><p>El “loves” Mike because she’s grown dependent on his love and approval of her. </p>
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<p>It’s completely ridiculous, yet still somehow completely on brand for him. </p>
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<p>It’s amazing that we keep finding all of these little facial expressions from Mike that were missed initially. Finn has a very expressive face, so every little emotion comes through if you pay attention. I think it speaks to the cinematography that our attention is often elsewhere.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://woadisme.tumblr.com/post/691128982173827072/whoever-posted-that-gif-of-mike-turning-around">woadisme</a>:</p><blockquote><p>whoever posted that gif of mike turning around when will says &ldquo;what about us?&rdquo; thank you i will be unable to do anything productive for the rest of the day. </p><p>it&rsquo;s just the sequence of </p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>&ldquo;well what about us?&rdquo;<br/>&ldquo;what?&rdquo;<br/>&ldquo;what you&rsquo;re mad that i didn&rsquo;t talk to you? seems like you made it super clear you don&rsquo;t care about anything i have to say.&rdquo;<br/>&ldquo;that&rsquo;s just not true!&rdquo;</p></blockquote><p>knowing that mike did call, all the time, and he thought will was the one who didn&rsquo;t care what <i>he</i> had to say. </p><p>and on top of that finn just being brilliant like look at his face right when he processes will saying, &ldquo;what about us?&rdquo; (sorry for the very low qual 😖)</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="622" data-orig-width="854"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4ac7cd5988ce34270f6bf018df779c81/d4c787bba8c2e023-7d/s640x960/bf2d2d4dd3a50322d7a9db3c0bc4441f8c18d121.png" data-orig-height="622" data-orig-width="854"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="620" data-orig-width="852"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/67758cc8541f96bc3896c119ae08d07d/d4c787bba8c2e023-b6/s640x960/c8496a930dff7f4d5176b32dcba0cbca508e98f5.png" data-orig-height="620" data-orig-width="852"/></figure></div><p>like he just looks so !!! he felt that in his heart bro. this is the conversation he&rsquo;s been wanting to have. <i>what about us?</i> oh my god i am unwell. cuz when he responds he very quickly puts back on his facade and his expression hardens when he says, &ldquo;what?&rdquo;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="618" data-orig-width="1114"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5874732ca9d82cd3d6b0c872bd59ca2f/d4c787bba8c2e023-1a/s640x960/812cb9956183082ce6c0a02b9989bd9eddd9a603.png" data-orig-height="618" data-orig-width="1114"/></figure></div><p>everyone shut up right now. he is down bad and knows it and these tiny moments reveal everything UGH</p></blockquote>
<p>Will struck a nerve with three little words.</p><p>I’m starting to think there’s something to this idea that we’re really just seeing everything from Will’s perspective, with most of Mike’s emotions intentionally obscured through little facial expressions and unhelpful camera angles.</p>
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<blockquote><p>The Piggyback/Eleven’s Plan:<br/></p><p>What I think it means: Will gets Tranced, and El uses her powers to bring the Party into Will’s mind (piggybacking on her), so they can use the powers of love and friendship to save Will and defeat Vecna. The quiet, lonely friend who thinks he’s been forgotten and replaced is reminded of how important he is to everyone, and he banishes Vecna from his mind.</p><p>What it actually means if they stick to their usual formula: El “piggybacks” into someone else’s mind while they’re Tranced and fights Vecna, initially getting overwhelmed, but suddenly finding the strength to win. The end.</p></blockquote>


<p>Damn psychic</p></blockquote>
<p>I can’t really take psychic credit when all I did was point out what they’ve done basically every season already. This is what has me torn on whether or not the Duffers are actually brilliant writers.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/691073965103431680">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ec2c0c8c3270e8201e81255f015b4cb1/62a05c1e49d97eab-6b/s640x960/2cb17add5afac68d0dc3c638fa7950e3d95fc8c3.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p>I’ve seen m*levens on twitter claim this is a handhold - does anyone see it? I can if i squint but it’s iffy. The direct shots don’t show one: </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7394c66af35ce3eaff3860ae68603d33/62a05c1e49d97eab-a6/s640x960/b9844d914d4f6a54503ee65a07b4d19924d9000d.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1f46164cb5f0264e3c535a9b17ce179d/62a05c1e49d97eab-07/s640x960/0fdc9e6e2835d404fdba0f672a6152a8475cefd2.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ef02851d54999e7fcee750212a1cb0d8/62a05c1e49d97eab-f3/s640x960/2d792749f98db6454ef46c78a4f3656a9bb1e97e.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fce32b4f157a9089a0b45fc0534c65e9/62a05c1e49d97eab-37/s640x960/f064c3bea459331144d30583273cd99e3508921c.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p><a href="https://href.li/?https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4ENewE4_3Y">https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4ENewE4_3Y</a> </p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4ENewE4_3Y" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="324"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/M4ENewE4_3Y?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen title="Hawkins after the earthquake|Will and eleven reaches hawkins#strangerthings"></iframe></figure></blockquote>
<p>I don’t see it. Mike and El both seem to be sitting with their arms slack at their sides, and they aren’t <i>that </i>close that they could be holding hands while doing that.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://reddie-as-ill-ever-be.tumblr.com/post/691053312398770176/broke-ted-wheeler-will-be-homophobic-when-mike" class="tumblr_blog">reddie-as-ill-ever-be</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Broke: Ted Wheeler will be homophobic when Mike comes out</p><p>Woke: Ted Wheeler already knows that Mike and Will are dating (“our son with a girl?) and just doesn’t care</p></blockquote>
<p>Ted totally assumed Mike was going to see Will when he threatened Mike with “no sweetie pie.” </p>
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<p>I think the lighting was clearly intentional, though it’s nice to get confirmation yet again. </p><p>What we still can only speculate on, however, is the purpose of this lighting.</p>
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<p>This being a bit of foreshadowing/parallelism does make the whole thing in Suzie’s house make a lot more sense than it just being a ridiculously over-the-top distraction for her father.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/naturallybrielle/690882321200578560">naturallybrielle</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>The Will-centric love confession scene</h2><p>The love confession scene centered enough around Will that we, as the audience, should be questioning it. </p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1015" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f0afc83f059b40e0cd77826f0464f1cd/60a45e7f13221b2f-b1/s640x960/0422b5c9ce0e03e843e5290a60d4cdcaa91597c3.jpg" data-orig-height="1015" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>First- the song is called “You’re the Heart.” This song title was an odd choice if the intention was for this to be a romantic moment for M*leven. They could have chosen a great many other song titles that would convey a “Mike loves her” message. Instead…the song title tells us “Will loves Mike.” We already know this. Why is it being reinforced during a M*leven moment? Why is Will’s pep talk being pushed to the forefront of this scene?</p><p>Second- Will encourages Mike to keep going. Mike’s initial reaction is to call for her, not to confess love. It is only after Will practically peer pressures Mike to save his sister that Mike spits out the words she was begging him to say earlier in the season. Would he have said this without Will encouraging him? No clue, they didn’t give us a chance to find out. This is suspicious. </p><p>Third- We see Will linger over Mike’s shoulder during this love confession. They want us to see that he’s there. Why? While Will’s face isn’t in frame for the entire love confession, we are reminded multiple times that he is there. We see him in frame when Mike first says “I love you.” They even show a close up of him reacting to Mike’s borrowed words. He looks heartbroken. Why was this included? Why did they go out of their way to show us Will’s reaction? This isn’t about him…right? Well, maybe it is.</p><p>Fourth- The memory we hear Mike recall is the day he met her AKA the day he went looking for Will. He could have talked about the snowball dance, the day they reunited after he thought she was dead, the first time they kissed, or really any number of memories. He chose to mention the day Will was determined to be missing as the day his life started. On the surface, this sends the message that Mike’s life started the day he found out Will went missing, which sounds effed up. But it’s also the day hope for finding Will was restored. We know that he didn’t actually fall in love at first sight, yet that was the memory that stuck out to him. </p><p>Fifth- Mike borrows Will’s words. In the van, Will says “if she was mean to you or pushing you away it’s probably just because she’s scared of losing you.” Mike, in his love confession, says “I am scared that one day you’ll realize you don’t need me anymore. I thought that if I said how I felt, it would somehow make that day hurt more.” Both of these read as “I’m scared of losing you, that’s why I pushed you away.” So does Mike mean it? Or is he just thinking back to Will’s words in the van? It makes sense for Will to push Mike away. He is gay, in the 80’s, and has fallen in love with his lifelong best friend. Pushing Mike away because he is scared of losing his friendship makes sense. Creating distance to avoid confronting his true feelings in hopes that they disappear. Mike pushing her away (refusing to say he loves her) to avoid getting hurt does not make sense. They are a couple. He has no reason to fear his “love” for her. </p><p>Everything about this love confession felt off, but the fact that Will was practically woven into the fabric of it is no accident. </p></blockquote>
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<blockquote><p>Genuinely trying to think about how the duffers could satisfy Will’s gay-and-in-love-with-Mike arc in any other way besides making Byler canon without it being super offensive and homophobic.</p><p>The way I see it, there are three non-Byler possibilities that are most likely:</p><ol><li> They kill Will before Mike can find out about his feelings</li><li>Will gets rejected</li><li>They never address Will’s love for Mike in a romantic sense again.</li></ol><p>And now comes the part where I do a probably nonsensical rundown of the problems with each of these, I apologize in advance.</p><h2><b>They kill Will</b></h2><p>I assume I don’t even have to explain why this would be insanely homophobic. Refusing to ever let Will have happiness, constantly torturing him, making him in love with his (at least he thinks) straight best friend, only to then kill him?</p><p>And not only to kill him, but to have homophobic slurs hurled at him by his father, his peers, and other adults around him as well as be shamed even by his best friend for his queerness (it’s not my fault you don’t like girls!) only to never let him even say ‘I’m gay’ on-screen.</p><p>To use his love to prop up a het relationship where he is in love with one of the members. And kill him before he ever even gets to tell his best friend he is in love with him, making him the only main character who doesn’t get at least one successful romantic arc.</p><p>Honestly might be able to beat Destiel for most homophobic gay confirmation. At least Will and Castiel will get along in superhell.</p><h2><b>Mike Rejects Will</b></h2><p>What would even be the point of making Will in love with Mike if it’s not requited? If his queerness was always planned to be a big part of his storyline, there are so many other ways that they could do that so much more respectfully.</p><p>Give Will a boyfriend and have the arch be about Mike having a problem because ‘friends don’t lie’ and Will didn’t tell him about his boyfriend. Have no romantic arch and just make it about Will coming out. Make it about Will learning to reject the homophobia of the time and accept himself.</p><p>I understand queer people to fall in love with straight friends sometimes. It happens. But these cishet men do not have the trust of the queer community to go forward with portraying these issues respectfully.</p><p>It’s not ‘oh, look, an accurate queer experience being respectfully shown on-screen for the benefit of the queer audience!’, it comes off to queer people as ‘look at this pathetic queer, isn’t his gay little life miserable?’. </p><p>Queer people know it’s hard to be queer sometimes. We don’t need a (slap in the face) reminder from people who have never had to experience our struggles.</p><h2><b>They Just Drop The Storyline and Don’t Address It Again</b></h2><p>Gotta say, out of all of these this one is the least likely. It is completely unparalleled in the amount of oversight, shitty writing, and just altogether disregard for Will’s character.</p><p>Imagine if they really foreshadowed Will’s feelings for Mike since SEASON 1 and then in season four actually have them on-screen (while still refusing to openly state them, but that’s a post for another day) only to immediately drop the story and pretend he’s not hopelessly in love with his best friend any more after his love has served the heterosexual storyline.</p><p>I desperately want to believe the suffer brothers have the wherewithal and literary competence to not do this. But I don’t want to get my hopes up.</p><h2><b>Fourth Surprise Option</b></h2><p>After the doom and gloom of the last one, I’ll say that I genuinely believe that Byler would be the best narrative choice, and definitely not impossible/off the table. I hope the suffers do the right thing and (in my own personal opinion) the best thing for the story.</p></blockquote>
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<p>I like how we keep finding more and more instances where Mike is stealing glances at Will, even when he’s supposedly ignoring him.</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "affffdb36ce559b11fe49dac38c9b02fecfe0531.jpg"

Post id: 690793365238857728
Date: 2022-07-25 23:31:30 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/690793365238857728
Slug: 
Reblog key: KHPzo7N0
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/naturallybrielle/690784399804006400
Reblog name: naturallybrielle
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/naturallybrielle/690784399804006400">naturallybrielle</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Interrupted conversation: the romantic trope used for Mike and Will in season 4</h2><p>TikTok removed my video on this topic so I’m going to provide a written analysis instead. </p><p>Mike and Will had many interrupted conversations this season. </p><p>We first see this in the airport. After Mike asks about the painting and says “cool” as if he gives zero effs about it (lol) Argyle brings up Mike’s shirt and we see Mike and Will both turn quickly to look. This one is subtle, but they get more obvious as we go on.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e6c059828d32a8bbec7ff9be072167b7/9cc915a0acf68ffa-e2/s640x960/fd79a4fe62c4a8d69442b9f1a48ad6c2fe16308c.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>Next, they have a conversation in Jonathan’s room. This is where we see them drop the awkwardness and act like the platonic besties we all know and love. Their conversation is interrupted by Jonathan walking into the room. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/65b24a810abd769d74dd04c4907d37a3/9cc915a0acf68ffa-1c/s640x960/5a63d4249de6590c947e7d37ed72b71f467a4847.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>The most obvious instance is during the heart-eye fest in Will’s bedroom. After their “cool” “cool” they hear a car approach and they tear their glances away from each other like they just got caught flirting (cuz they were let’s be honest).</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6af3529aa7ca7a978c17d92792b57f6f/9cc915a0acf68ffa-80/s640x960/81eb5da613481be9831f2d3a5b96ad9795c469e9.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>In the desert, we see them have yet another heart to heart. Once again, they have gotten lost in conversation together and their glances are torn away when Argyle speaks. Totes platonic over here, y’all. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2b369b65f0ef409975164760dd2abe28/9cc915a0acf68ffa-1a/s640x960/19a3b494dbefa05bb67121618f027560fef6fba7.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>This one is a bit different. Their conversation is interrupted and THEN they look at each other. Everything about this scene screams Byler endgame from Mike’s intense shoulder grab to the lighting, but the fact that they look to each other after being interrupted seems very foreshadow-y to me.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/619f3f0d49859290fe262061fe1b8b4d/9cc915a0acf68ffa-87/s640x960/b2a14c0b3f4217079ca21fabc7c1b496f65d2fdb.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>The amount of times that this happens removes any doubt in my mind that this is intentionally romantically coded. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/690751579387838464">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/androgynouswizardbanana/690534992726704128">androgynouswizardbanana</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://sennqu.tumblr.com/post/690525180996534272/honestly-the-funniest-thing-st-could-do-is-if-ted">sennqu</a>:</p><blockquote><p>honestly the funniest thing ST could do is if ted wheeler thought mike was dating will all along. and like, just didn&rsquo;t care. like usual. no, actually the funniest thing would be is if he were the one to say the title drop in reference to this. karen would ask him if he was ok about mike and will dating or if he was mad or whatever, and:</p><p>&ldquo;eh. stranger things have happened in this town.&rdquo; then he&rsquo;d just go back to watching his tv.</p><p>the end</p></blockquote><p>plot twist karen and ted thought el was made-up (bc she totally sounds like a made-up girlfriend if you haven&rsquo;t met her) and mike is &ldquo;secretly&rdquo; dating will.</p></blockquote><p>Lol I just think ted is at most heteronormative, he just has too little energy to care XD.</p><p>would be kind of hilarious. I&rsquo;d love this headcanon.  I mean no one believed dustin had a &ldquo;gf from utah&rdquo; all of s3. Cause there was no proof,initially. </p><p>Meanwhile mike has been dating a girl for like a year and his parents have never met her -  and now she happens to live in another state  (like susie) -and is in  california  with the byers. Karen &amp; Ted: Oh yeah, totally hopper&rsquo;s adoptive daughter who no one has ever met or seen in hawkins &hellip; now moved in with the byers to california-  sure mike. </p><p> It would be hilarious if they thought El/ Jane was fake all along. Max to el in s4 &ldquo;are you real? Did I make you up?&rdquo;</p><p>Ted&rsquo;s reaction to s1 m*leven:  &ldquo;our son with a girl?!  (laughs) </p><p>karen in s1 to mike &rdquo; you never have to HIDE anything from me&hellip; about Will&rsquo;.  (El is in mike&rsquo;s closet during said convo). Like &hellip;</p></blockquote>
<p>I would die laughing if Mike brought El over to meet his parents, only to be met with confused stares. The Duffers would probably just claim that they met her off screen sometime before or after season 3, but I could easily see Karen and Ted just assuming &ldquo;El&rdquo; is Mike&rsquo;s poor way of disguising the name Will when talking about his &ldquo;girlfriend.&rdquo; It&rsquo;s doubly suspicious to them when Mike reveals that, oh, yeah, she&rsquo;s now living with the Byers family after Hopper died. </p><p>They play along because Karen is a good mom, and Ted doesn&rsquo;t have time to argue with it when there&rsquo;s TV that needs watching. True to the time, it&rsquo;s just one of those things you don&rsquo;t speak openly about. They&rsquo;re happy to play ball so long as Mike is.</p>
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<p>The question becomes: is Mike lying or are the Duffers just trying to pretend that Mike never said that in season 1?</p>
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<p>Will is talking about himself, but he uses El’s name because he thinks it’s what Mike would want to hear.</p><p>Mike is thinking about Will, but says nothing because he thinks Will is talking about El.</p><p>It’s double-barreled dramatic irony.</p>
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<p>They’re just trolling at this point, aren’t they? People involved with the show follow the fandom and just throw stuff in that they see, you know, just to drive people insane.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsp0st/690347236485398528">hawkinsp0st</a>:</p><blockquote><p><i><b>i just rewatched “the piggyback” and oh. OH. !!!!!!!</b></i></p><p>i kept getting hung up on why, if mint chocolate chip isn’t endgame, they would have mike saying i love you to el before the most crucial battle of the episode?</p><p>but it just clicked for me.</p><p>they show us his monologue to show that <b><i><span class="npf_color_joey">it doesn’t help.</span></i></b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="920" data-orig-width="1840"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/37a48a692ad5a3f805f6d2ee3a4ea787/144bdc5b202e4a04-af/s640x960/99a71b9c21b01aea19dbfadbbc783256b8fe5e2e.jpg" data-orig-height="920" data-orig-width="1840"/></figure></div><p>look at that image. does it look like mike’s confession saved the world?</p><p>the final half of the ep: it’s <i>bleak</i>. we’ve never seen stranger things this dark. there aren’t monsters hidden behind walls or in labs anymore. hawkins is cracking open. this battle is a true loss for eleven, in every sense of the word.</p><p>mike says i love you to el at the climax of the episode. and then? <b><i>they lose. they don’t “almost” lose—they lose.</i></b><i> </i>max dies. eddie dies. people in hawkins die. eleven <i>loses</i>.</p><p>the way the episode is set up, mike’s monologue marks the start of the episode’s climax.</p><p>if this climactic monologue was meant to be a positive turning point, the “falling action” that comes next would be something hopeful—a good example of this is the falling action of cinderella, when the prince is testing glass slippers on all the ladies around the kingdom. hopeful + a resolution is promised soon.</p><p>so if mike’s confession were setting up a win and a happy ending, we would’ve seen a victorious battle after that.</p><p><b><span class="npf_color_joey">but this was no happy ending.</span></b></p><p>mike “confesses”, the battle takes place, and then the most heartbreaking sequence takes place in the falling action.</p><p>may i present to you <i><b>the outcome of the battle that started with mike saying i love you:</b></i> max dies. lucas and el are grieving her. hawkins splits wide open.</p><p>mike says “i love you”, and then they show us how his inauthentic confession was not enough. <b>his love was not what the heroes needed in that moment, bc it isn’t true love.</b></p><p><span class="npf_color_joey"><b>they even give us an example immediately after of how love <i>is</i> enough to win, when it’s <i>real</i>. </b></span>eleven gains strength through her love for max to bring her back to life. eleven’s love for max is why the gang has any hope at all right now. so yes, the show has proven that love <i>can</i> do it.</p><p>but mike’s monologue—pointedly—did not allow our heroes this victory.</p><p><br/></p><p><b><i>tldr; the <span class="npf_color_joey">“you’re my superhero”</span> monologue serves the same narrative purpose as the dead mario lopez flowers, and you can’t tell me otherwise.</i></b></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/theonebyler/690577716090732544">theonebyler</a>:</p><blockquote><p>&ldquo;El isn&rsquo;t talking to Mike because she&rsquo;s upset about Max not because she is mad at him. It has nothing to do with him.&rdquo; okay then how do you explain this??</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="2280" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rfh9akyqL81zdk3kr_720.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rfh9akyqL81zdk3kr_720.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":2280,"height":1080},"poster":[{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rfh9akyqL81zdk3kr_frame1.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":2280,"height":1080}],"filmstrip":{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/previews/tumblr_rfh9akyqL81zdk3kr_filmstrip.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":2000,"height":94}}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rfh9akyqL81zdk3kr_frame1.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rfh9akyqL81zdk3kr_720.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure><p>She literally side eyes him, looks displeased or almost annoyed, let&rsquo;s out a sigh, and then kinda stomps into her room and uses her powers to close the door, which they have only shown her doing when she&rsquo;s mad. And even Mike seems a little done with that situation. I mean, this is the first shot of his face we get after she goes into her room and before Will asks him about their situation. He doesn&rsquo;t even look sad he just looks <i><b>done.</b></i></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="343" data-orig-width="340"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f9252ed5dcaecd701b8404a2e4d5c219/dcb617afbcad2777-ae/s640x960/3d0b5b559c844147f3c0917688c0e6c3b571cbcc.jpg" data-orig-height="343" data-orig-width="340"/></figure></div><p>And I also find it interesting how they didn&rsquo;t show us Mike and El interacting after his monologue. They didn&rsquo;t give us a scene of Mike going after El and trying to talk to her and ask her how she&rsquo;s doing, like any other boyfriend would do. They didn&rsquo;t show us Mike trying to get El to open up to him. They didn&rsquo;t give us a sweet moment of them BOTH saying ily at the same time. Instead they told us that Mike and El haven&rsquo;t spoken and then showed us the seventh Byler heart-to-heart this season immediately after. Mike and El are still having communication problems and relationship issues, meanwhile Byler&rsquo;s friendship has been completely restored and they aren&rsquo;t lacking communication. That&rsquo;s interesting&hellip;🤨</p><p>Anyway, back to El. Anyone else would be running to their significant other during a time like that for comfort. I know I would. But El isn&rsquo;t. She isn&rsquo;t seeking comfort from Mike when she totally would have done that before season 4 and even at the beginning of season 4. So although she is very upset <b>about</b> Max, she is also upset <i><b>with</b></i> Mike. She can be both things at once. Also, they confirmed she had barely spoken to Mike during the 2 days it took them to get to Hawkins and that was BEFORE she went to the hospital and found out about the extent of Max&rsquo;s injuries. She has barely spoken a word to him since his monologue but was smiling and hugging and talking to people when she got back to Hawkins. So how do Menopause shippers explain that?? </p><p>I think El is gonna break up with Mike early next season. She&rsquo;s gonna call him out for lying in his monologue and she&rsquo;s probably gonna tell him that their relationship is not her top priority and that they should break up. She&rsquo;s got bigger things to worry about than maintaining her relationship with her boyfriend who only said he loved her because he was practically pressured into saying it by his best friend. And I don&rsquo;t think Mike is gonna put up much of a fight this time. I do think they&rsquo;ll agree to remain friends because they still don&rsquo;t wanna lose each other, but I think their romantic relationship has hit an end and they both know that. That scene in the cabin really shows us that they both are just&hellip;done. So the Duffers need to be smart and just end that relationship early in the season. </p></blockquote>
<p>If she really was just upset over failing Max, then you’d think she’d at least want Mike near her for comfort since, you know, he finally told her he loved her.</p><p>What exactly happened in those two days we didn’t get to see? </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://sennqu.tumblr.com/post/690525180996534272/honestly-the-funniest-thing-st-could-do-is-if-ted">sennqu</a>:</p><blockquote><p>honestly the funniest thing ST could do is if ted wheeler thought mike was dating will all along. and like, just didn&rsquo;t care. like usual. no, actually the funniest thing would be is if he were the one to say the title drop in reference to this. karen would ask him if he was ok about mike and will dating or if he was mad or whatever, and:</p><p>&ldquo;eh. stranger things have happened in this town.&rdquo; then he&rsquo;d just go back to watching his tv.</p><p>the end</p></blockquote>
<p>This is entirely how I see Ted&rsquo;s reaction. So many people seem to headcanon him as a raging bigot, but I don&rsquo;t see it. He&rsquo;s way too passive for something like that to begin with. Instead, Ted is the sort of guy who would stumble on Mike kissing Will and react by saying &ldquo;huh, well, at least it isn&rsquo;t Dustin. Where&rsquo;s my breakfast?&rdquo;</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/686435538188795904/ive-previously-said-that-el-wont-defeat-vecna" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I’ve previously said that El won’t defeat Vecna, at least not alone, because Dustin’s roll of 11 was a miss.</p><p>But I’m also noticing that the campaign and the basketball game were both won by unlikely players: a benchwarmer and a sub. The fact that they were brother and sister only makes me think even more that we were meant to notice that.</p><p>El will no doubt still be a key player, but Vecna is going to be defeated by someone nobody would expect.</p><p>Possibly someone who has been largely sitting on the bench for a while.</p><p>Cough.</p></blockquote>
<p>I don’t know how to feel about the fact that this post has become one of my most liked and reblogged posts, especially since it turned out to not be accurate. It’s still getting liked and reblogged, too, despite the fact that El did indeed get her trademark last-second power boost after being overwhelmed. It came a bit too late, true, but she still did defeat Vecna, at least within the mental realm.</p><p>Perhaps I’ll be right in the long run, but I’m curious as to why people are still giving me props over this prediction.</p>
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<p>I mean, this is all stuff @kaypeace21 told us a while ago, but it’s nice to see it pointed out on a more popular platform. </p><p>I have to admit, the brief video format of TikTok makes everything we’ve ever said here a lot more accessible than the walls of text people like myself have created here. </p>
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<p>I’m afraid to start reading too much into things like this anymore, but it <i>is </i>quite intriguing how they are framed in regards to the lighting.</p>
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<p>It’s not even just that they’d have spent 5 seasons on a slowburn rejection.</p><p>They would have done that to a gay character who has spent the entire run of the show feeling sad, traumatized, and forgotten, or, in his words, as if he were a mistake.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/689883266776498176">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1021" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d4414eef97acb10e333814ee15aa1458/e77b741c3ed76fb9-b6/s640x960/f816bf5d9949e033fcb660e50c8e46676a965208.jpg" data-orig-height="1021" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure></div><p>This made me laugh so hard </p><p><a href="https://twitter.com/stontwt/status/1548062404688326656?s=20&amp;t=QNVNSBaNglUgldma3B-C-Q">https://twitter.com/stontwt/status/1548062404688326656?s=20&amp;t=QNVNSBaNglUgldma3B-C-Q</a></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://sennqu.tumblr.com/post/689584362983997440/mikes-cali-storyline-retrospective">sennqu</a>:</p><blockquote><h2><b>Mike&rsquo;s Cali Storyline Retrospective</b></h2><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>&ldquo;And I feel like maybe I was worrying too much about El, and I don&rsquo;t know, maybe I feel like I lost you or something.&rdquo;</p></blockquote><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p><b> </b><small><b>foreshadowing for Mike&rsquo;s arc in S4</b></small></p></blockquote><p><small>a.k.a I think Byler Tumblr has been interpreting Mike&rsquo;s actions so completely wrong in Vol. 1 and that is why we were blindsided by his monologue and I&rsquo;m going to explain exactly how</small></p><p><small>a.a.k.a Mike isn&rsquo;t suffering from &ldquo;internalized homophobia&rdquo;. What he is suffering from is a simple case of &ldquo;warm of heart, but dumb of ass&rdquo;</small></p><p>Alright. I think!! I have enough pieces to finally explain <b>why </b><b>Mike&rsquo;s</b> <b>monologue</b><b> makes sense, why </b>it is the <b>natural culmination </b>of his arc, and what this exposes about how he truly thinks and feels. (spoiler alert: he&rsquo;s not in love with El; he just thinks he is)</p><p>This post is going to include a Lot of Links. Mostly because this analysis has been a piecemeal work in the making as I stumble into epiphanies about our favorite puzzle box Michael Wheeler. The Links are going to be Underlined like so: <a href="https://sennqu.tumblr.com/post/689412346580500480/listening-to-marin-mazzies-rendition-of-losing">This link for example links to how I think Mike felt about Will before leaving for Cali.</a> Summary: Because El wrote a lot and Will called so little, Mike thought that if he felt like he missed his best friend more than his girlfriend, it&rsquo;s just because they had less contact. </p><p>Second, I am going to have to link you to <a href="https://sennqu.tumblr.com/post/689207248547889152/idk-i-just-really-believe-mike-was-completely">my separate Mike analysis post concerning his behavior in the airport and the roller rink</a>. It&rsquo;s very long but worth the read imo. I worked very hard on it. but if tl;dr: Mike<b> was </b>worrying that Will pulled away from him but believes his worries are founded on platonic grounds. (spoiler alert: it isn&rsquo;t) </p><p><b>Now, onto the main part of what Byler Tumblr got wrong: the junkyard heart to heart.</b></p><p>I believe that Mike wasn&rsquo;t &ndash; at least not consciously &ndash; thinking of himself (edit: himself and Will) during this conversation as a lot of byler shippers were interpreting. He was thinking of El and came away from this <a href="https://sennqu.tumblr.com/post/689508409124487168/you-know-what-i-think-mike-consciously-took-away">heart to heart believing that she sincerely wanted to get her powers back.</a> </p><p>You remember how his and El&rsquo;s fight ended? He told her she was a superhero and El told him, &ldquo;not anymore.&rdquo; Then El gets intercepted by Owen&rsquo;s team and decides to go to the Nina Base alone. She then writes Mike, &ldquo;I am going to become a superhero again. From El&rdquo;.</p><p>Mike has been worrying about El&rsquo;s words since their fight and came away with the <b>wrong conclusion.</b></p><p><b>He thinks that El <i>wants to be a superhero. </i>To Mike<i><b>, </b></i><b></b></b><b>El wasn&rsquo;t sad he couldn&rsquo;t say ILY to her as a regular girl. El was sad that Mike couldn&rsquo;t say ILY because she thought that deep inside Mike thought she was a monster. And because Mike loves El the Superhero, this makes perfect sense to him and explains away all of El&rsquo;s behavior.</b></p><p>And you know what? Mike could have very well been right about this take <i>before</i> El went to Nina Base. But El came out of her journey understanding that superheros and monsters are myths. She came out of her journey knowing she wasn&rsquo;t a superhero. What she was was a girl who happened to have powers and a huge amount responsibility she didn&rsquo;t ask for but needed to claim anyway. Because she had to. </p><p>But Mike has no way of knowing that or even begin understanding that. That is why his anxieties in the van were about just being that lame nerd who found Superman on his doorstep. That is why his monologue is so centered on El&rsquo;s superheroism because that is what he believes she was asking from him.</p><p><b><small>quick edit: it&rsquo;s also highly likely that the truth Mike didn&rsquo;t want to tell El was that he was afraid she wasn&rsquo;t going to need him anymore</small></b></p><p>He believes that <i>the thing </i>he couldn&rsquo;t explain to her was that he did love her (as a superhero) but that it made him feel unnecessary and unneeded. that if El just truly realized she was a superhero, she wouldn&rsquo;t need him anymore. <a href="https://sennqu.tumblr.com/post/689560819595427840/oh-shit-ok-ok-so-that-quick-scene-of-mike">Will&rsquo;s words in the van got through to Mike because he wanted to think that maybe El needed him around after all</a> (spoiler alert: she does not, not in the way he thinks) <small>(<small>sidenote: </small></small><small>after the van scene, i&rsquo;m pretty sure Mike now thinks that the painting Will brought to the airport was supposed to be a surprise gift from El (and Will) that they were going to give to him at the roller rink before all the chaos. He probably thinks now that Will was just trying to keep it a secret) </small></p><p>Mike&rsquo;s monologue is the natural conclusion of what he was going through in his arc. And El&rsquo;s arc was learning that, essentially, what Mike and she believed about herself was <b>wrong.</b></p><p><b>Mike ends S4 not knowing he isn&rsquo;t loving El the way she needs to be loved. El ends S4 realizing this too. That is why she isn&rsquo;t talking to him in the timeskip<b>;</b></b><b> that is why she is standing alone. That is why I believe she is going to break up with him in S5.</b></p><p>And why is this a good thing for byler? I&rsquo;m glad you asked! <a href="https://sennqu.tumblr.com/post/689492475200651264/ok-i-am-ready-to-be-spicy-so-i-made-this-post-the">Here is <i>another </i>link to a post where I posit that Mike&rsquo;s obliviousness to Will&rsquo;s feelings is a <i>good thing </i>and is why I think this means definite endgame Byler is on the horizon. </a></p></blockquote>
<p>A good read, and I think it fits with my current conceptualization that Will unwittingly pushed Mike and El back together right as they were about to break up. </p>
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Body: <p>I’m not going to go in-depth into the interview, but I do just want to say that I’m glad Will’s feelings for Mike were described as “love” and not “a crush.” </p>
Tags: byler

Post id: 689796232698265600
Date: 2022-07-14 23:22:30 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/689796232698265600
Slug: neonfishes-leaving-this-in-the-tags-i-think-you
Reblog key: JSv3Yu3a
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/neonfishes/689793891427385344
Reblog name: neonfishes
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/689791392953860096">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/momorelis/689743793438769152">momorelis</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Hear me out</p><p>After escaping the lab again, and probably even before that, Eleven genuinely wanted to break up with Mike first. And here&rsquo;s why:</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>The pizza scene keeps me awake at night primarily because of how El acted. </p></blockquote><p>I&rsquo;m sorry but holding out both hands with pity written all over her face? She looks like a mom trying to deliver the sad news about goldfish passing away to her 5 years old son. </p><p>The way she emphasized the &ldquo;I missed you&rdquo; part almost like trying to ensure him how important he still is to her, before officially getting to the actual point. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="945" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/392056898596829a28554f10c05356da/f062ada857779c5a-fe/s640x960/ab392367cd2d0311a5ee9ec90263254bd1f6d184.jpg" data-orig-height="945" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="945" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f15e7574fb62d937b42693e9b6656576/f062ada857779c5a-f1/s640x960/262d3d18160794e27749f7dc1579125d72cbada9.jpg" data-orig-height="945" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>But Mike interrupted her. </p><p>And notice how she looks away once he tries to bring back the conversation about his feelings. She doesn&rsquo;t want to hear it. Not anymore. She made up her mind. She wants to let go. And she wishes he could do the same. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="945" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cd06af47f3748b458ae68cf5a1aaaa3f/f062ada857779c5a-cd/s640x960/8e4135e5ce0fb1f9871d35ffdad99b9e0e8f9ec4.jpg" data-orig-height="945" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>Eleven has had enough. And I don&rsquo;t blame her honestly. </p><p>Ironically, staying in the lab made her realize just how much potential she has. </p><p>She went from crying silently at the back of a police van to threatening to kill everyone if they don&rsquo;t open the door. She&rsquo;s a badass ffs, an actual badass. </p><p>She realized that it&rsquo;s okay for her to have the best of both worlds. She can easily do sweet, a little clumsy when it comes to social cues teen by day and friendly neighborhood &ldquo;spiderman&rdquo; by night. And she doesn&rsquo;t need a fucking boyfriend to remind her that.  </p><p><b><i>She doesn&rsquo;t have to give up on Jane in order to become El.</i></b></p><p><b><i>She doesn&rsquo;t have to give up on El in order to become Jane. </i></b></p><p><b><i>But she does have to give up on Mike in order to become both. </i></b></p></blockquote><p>I gotta say, when I was watching that scene, and I saw the look on El’s face when taking his hands, I really thought she was about to gently break up with him. </p></blockquote>
<p>@neonfishes​ leaving this in the tags?</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="175" data-orig-width="650"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8f4844a5fd1da42e529da47efb0f10a8/772f71d0b384e2ec-b7/s640x960/800acdbace9ceee7f81a9d0a154f973fe5862a36.png" data-orig-height="175" data-orig-width="650"/></figure></div><p>I think you summed it up really well. It makes an awful lot of sense when I think about it. </p><p>El wasn’t upset because she thought Mike didn’t mean what he said. She’s upset because she thinks he <i>did </i>mean it. Now, she’s in a position where she knows it will hurt him when she finally tells him, and she hates that.</p><p>The question now is: will El break up with Mike now that she thinks he loves her, or will try to stick with it to make him happy?</p><p>The whole Mike/El/Will thing would be hilarious if it weren’t so sad. They’re all miserable because they’re all being dishonest about their feelings in order to, ironically, make someone else happy.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/momorelis/689743793438769152">momorelis</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Hear me out</p><p>After escaping the lab again, and probably even before that, Eleven genuinely wanted to break up with Mike first. And here&rsquo;s why:</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>The pizza scene keeps me awake at night primarily because of how El acted. </p></blockquote><p>I&rsquo;m sorry but holding out both hands with pity written all over her face? She looks like a mom trying to deliver the sad news about goldfish passing away to her 5 years old son. </p><p>The way she emphasized the &ldquo;I missed you&rdquo; part almost like trying to ensure him how important he still is to her, before officially getting to the actual point. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="945" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/392056898596829a28554f10c05356da/f062ada857779c5a-fe/s640x960/ab392367cd2d0311a5ee9ec90263254bd1f6d184.jpg" data-orig-height="945" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="945" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f15e7574fb62d937b42693e9b6656576/f062ada857779c5a-f1/s640x960/262d3d18160794e27749f7dc1579125d72cbada9.jpg" data-orig-height="945" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>But Mike interrupted her. </p><p>And notice how she looks away once he tries to bring back the conversation about his feelings. She doesn&rsquo;t want to hear it. Not anymore. She made up her mind. She wants to let go. And she wishes he could do the same. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="945" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cd06af47f3748b458ae68cf5a1aaaa3f/f062ada857779c5a-cd/s640x960/8e4135e5ce0fb1f9871d35ffdad99b9e0e8f9ec4.jpg" data-orig-height="945" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>Eleven has had enough. And I don&rsquo;t blame her honestly. </p><p>Ironically, staying in the lab made her realize just how much potential she has. </p><p>She went from crying silently at the back of a police van to threatening to kill everyone if they don&rsquo;t open the door. She&rsquo;s a badass ffs, an actual badass. </p><p>She realized that it&rsquo;s okay for her to have the best of both worlds. She can easily do sweet, a little clumsy when it comes to social cues teen by day and friendly neighborhood &ldquo;spiderman&rdquo; by night. And she doesn&rsquo;t need a fucking boyfriend to remind her that.  </p><p><b><i>She doesn&rsquo;t have to give up on Jane in order to become El.</i></b></p><p><b><i>She doesn&rsquo;t have to give up on El in order to become Jane. </i></b></p><p><b><i>But she does have to give up on Mike in order to become both. </i></b></p></blockquote>
<p>I gotta say, when I was watching that scene, and I saw the look on El’s face when taking his hands, I really thought she was about to gently break up with him. </p>
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Body: <p>I don’t know how to feel about the fact that the script gives me some hope back. I mean, it doesn’t flat out confirm anything about Mike, but it supports our reading of the scene and body language. That means we could be correct about how we’ve read other scenes, also.</p><p>I’m going to need a lot of booze in a couple years, I think.</p>
Tags: byler

Post id: 689687304877588480
Date: 2022-07-13 18:31:09 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/689687304877588480
Slug: this-was-a-detail-i-didnt-notice-at-first-to
Reblog key: rplbAbWt
Reblog url: https://queerxqueen.tumblr.com/post/689686989530955776
Reblog name: queerxqueen
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://madcleradin.tumblr.com/post/689686297923747840">madcleradin</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="320" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/45d9fb2e2bd24ad4cb67e8900e32b4f3/9339330d4fff0e3b-0b/s640x960/ee51a0f33658608a43b9c83bd37bfdd98fedee3d.jpg" data-orig-height="320" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><p>oh okay so you agree??? they were having a moment</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="450" data-orig-width="800"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0dc6651e06fc6239978b025b82703e8b/9339330d4fff0e3b-27/s640x960/7a32c316d9163784f60d7480f07fdc353e7c9c4d.jpg" data-orig-height="450" data-orig-width="800"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>This was a detail I didn’t notice at first. </p><p>To call what was happening there a “moment” has very significant connotations.</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "ee51a0f33658608a43b9c83bd37bfdd98fedee3d.jpg",
 "7a32c316d9163784f60d7480f07fdc353e7c9c4d.jpg"

Post id: 689685308386803712
Date: 2022-07-13 17:59:24 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/689685308386803712
Slug: someone-help-me-out-i-dont-get-this-part-we-can
Reblog key: 6MdGE8Cm
Reblog url: https://queerxqueen.tumblr.com/post/689685058278326272/someone-help-me-out-i-dont-get-this-part-we-can
Reblog name: queerxqueen
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://queerxqueen.tumblr.com/post/689685058278326272/someone-help-me-out-i-dont-get-this-part-we-can" class="tumblr_blog">queerxqueen</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://rainbow-roomies.tumblr.com/post/689683435751653376/someone-help-me-out-i-dont-get-this-part-we-can">rainbow-roomies</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Someone help me out, I don’t get this part. We can see Will’s disappointment but what was he denied in that moment? What was he hoping for after Mike said “you didn’t deserve anything”? And what exactly disappointed him in “the last year has been weird”? </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="155" data-orig-width="607"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6d9efde35db5c71da899369c2062f0f9/bee5eb04042a94ae-49/s640x960/dbe069d0bddc3c581b1e0dd7fb82d97dc663f99d.png" data-orig-height="155" data-orig-width="607"/></figure></blockquote>
<h2><b>Okay, I’ve been thinking about this one.</b></h2><p>For context, the lines <b>before</b> this area:</p><blockquote><p><i>Mike: Hey, also, about the last few days.<br/>Will: You don’t have to say anything I was being a total jerk to El. I deserved it.<br/>Mike: <b>No. No, you didn’t deserve anything.</b></i></p></blockquote><p>What is Will anticipating? </p><p><b>I think Will is expecting an apology.</b> That seems to be where Mikes other lines are going but he doesn’t <i>actually</i> apologize, he instead diverts, <i>the last year has been weird</i> which I think Will sees as Mike shifting the topic which was focused on Will and Mike’s relationship to be about Mike and Eleven. He’s disappointed that Mike didn’t follow that <i>you didn’t deserve anything</i> train of thought. </p><p>But then, Mike goes on–</p><blockquote><p><i>Mike: And, I mean, Mike and Lucas and Dustin, they’re great. It’s just… You know, it’s Hawkins. It’s not the same without you. <br/>[<b>Will is suddenly interested again</b>.]</i></p></blockquote><p>This is another pivot - and for the rest of the scene, Will “hangs on every word,” but it’s important to note that, <b>after anticipation that met with disappointment, <i>that</i> is the line that pulls him back from that disappointment. <i>It’s not the same without you</i>.</b> Because Will realizes that Mike isn’t talking about El, he’s still talking about Will and their relationship. Mike <i>did</i> follow the line of thought of <i>no, you didn’t deserve anything</i>, it just took a minute and threw Will off.</p><p>Least, that’s how I interpreted it :)</p></blockquote>
<p>I agree with you. At first, Will thought Mike was just going to go on about El again, and it crushed him. However, he was stunned speechless when Mike brought up Hawkins not being the same without him. It was the exact opposite of what he was expecting. Mike didn’t exactly apologize, but Will may have gotten something even better, instead. </p><p>I just hope it wasn’t simply Will overreading the situation to justify him grabbing the painting before they left. That’s my fear at this point.</p>
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Body: <p>One thing I find interesting about the Dear Billy script is that there is one part where it basically yells a direction at the crew to not show Henry&rsquo;s reaction to his mother&rsquo;s death.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure I ever saw such a blatant production note in a script before.</p>
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<p>The more we learn about aspects of the show coming from the actors themselves or being last minute changes, the less confident I feel about there being “things that seem to matter.”</p><p>It honestly feels like a lot of this is being made up as they go along.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/689525550268760064/this-scene-was-so-gay">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kingdemaury/689447810297430017">kingdemaury</a>:</p><blockquote><p>There is literally no heterosexual explanation for this moment right here. They were staring at each other <b>so hard</b> that they forgot their surroundings. Be serious, if it were a straight couple this moment would’ve been ate tf UP. Look at this! Oh wow. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="320" data-orig-width="320"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/640f85205e41a9ccd9a233a83accc3f6/edf78dbb0914b56b-7a/s640x960/6aff558a1965afd0590277442d9ea3f5d469a108.gif" data-orig-height="320" data-orig-width="320"/></figure></div></blockquote><p>This scene was so gay. </p></blockquote>
<p>There really is no reason for the exaggerated reactions if it was just to set up the shootout.   A more reasonable reaction would have just been what followed: “That was fast.” “Thirty minutes or less.” Instead, they respond to hearing a car pull up as if they’ve been caught doing something, like someone walked in on them.</p><p>They were caught up in their own little world for a moment. I should know what the script says about this scene soon enough (I donated to 8flix, but not publicly, so no luck finding out who I am), but, regardless, Finn and Noah played it as if they were lost in each other.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://thranduel.tumblr.com/post/689524131929145344">thranduel</a>:</p><blockquote><p>yeah i keep thinking about it and there’s absolutely no reason for the cast to look so happy when talking about will’s crush on mike, especially david and finn in that interview. and i highly doubt they were laughing knowing that will, a kid who has suffered from the very beginning, is struggling with his sexuality in a time where being gay wasn’t accepted AND is in love with his best friend if it was going to be unrequited and break his heart even more. there’s absolutely nothing funny about it. which is why (and i’m hoping) they laughed because they’re rooting for byler and they know it’s gonna be explored more in season 5 and it’s far from over (especially because david knows what’s happening in season 5). otherwise there’s just nothing funny about it at all and i don’t think they would react in such a happy way. they wouldn’t have even mentioned or teased it at all if it was just an unrequited crush</p><p>and if it was going to be unrequited, they would’ve just made mike reject him in volume 1. there’s no reason to drag it out and they’ll only get more backlash. they’ve left it open intentionally and there’s so many unanswered questions between mike and will. mike doesn’t even know the car monologue and painting was will confessing his feelings and that’s literally the reason why he confessed to el… i think it’ll make him question things and it’ll change everything when he finds out</p></blockquote>
<p>A slowburn rejection. That’s what most people are expecting.</p><p>I don’t know what to make of the cast’s reactions to Will’s love for Mike or the monologue, but they were apparently filmed on the same day if the clothes they’re wearing is any indication. Laughing at Will loving Mike, knowing he’s just going to get hurt even more, would just be cruel on their part, though.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/689507920845602816">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/689507844649795585">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Summer was definitely the wrong time to try to step away from this blog. I literally have nothing to do until I go back to work in August.</p></blockquote><p><b>Poor HSC xD, even when he wants a vacation something keeps him in.</b></p></blockquote>
<p>It’s my own fault for letting other hobbies wane while I focused on this blog for three years. I just don’t know what else to do at this point.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/689453370751270912/i-know-this-has-been-pitched-before-but-im-ready">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I know this has been pitched before, but I’m ready to sign myself up for this camp.</p><p>I’m wondering if Will does have powers, and if his power is world creation. Like, El can open gates to other dimensions and that’s the power that sets her apart. We saw that the upside down didn’t look like Hawkins til Will got there - or, actually, we saw that the upside down is stuck looking like Hawkins on the day Will went missing. It’s possible it looked like Hawkins prior to his arrival, but I’m wondering if his power was to use his memories to shape the otherwise largely shapeless dimension.</p><p>This would line up with him being captured instead of killed (Vecna wanting his abilities/wanting to be closer to reaching Hawkins - and El), and it would line up with Will being stowed in the library (seems to maybe be center of town) of the upside down and <i>connected up to the hivemind</i> once captured. </p><p>And he’s still connected in some capacity. Once they manage to sever that connection, somehow, does the UD stop looking like Hawkins? Hmmm…</p></blockquote>
<p>This is basically how I&rsquo;ve always envisioned Will&rsquo;s powers working. It would also explain why Vecna would be interested in him. He wants to remake the world in a way he sees as perfect, and Will would be the key to doing so. </p><p>It&rsquo;s a rather suitable power set for an artist. It&rsquo;s also another example of how Henry and Will are similar in some ways, but totally opposite in others. Henry destroys, Will creates. Henry despises, Will cares. Henry is selfish, Will is selfless. </p><p>Of course, this show is almost entirely about El now, so I don&rsquo;t expect them to follow through with something like this.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://paladin-n-cleric.tumblr.com/post/689445214375542784/how-can-i-hate-you-i-barely-know-you-i-knew-in">paladin-n-cleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p>”how can i hate you, i barely know you”</p><p>“i knew in that moment that i loved you”</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://thranduel.tumblr.com/post/689443576784027648/i-cant-stop-thinking-about-how-a-mike-and-el">thranduel</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i can’t stop thinking about how a mike and el breakup was foreshadowed so much in volume 1. like first of all, the fight they had. mike couldn’t say he loved her and he couldn’t even write it on paper the entire time they were away from each other. normally, when you’re afraid to lose someone and they’re crying in front of you, THAT is when you tell you love them… but he didn’t at all. the whole thing was weird and the fact that his excuse for not being able to say it is because she’s a superhero and he’s a nerd and he’s scared she won’t need him sounds so stupid and makes no sense. he couldn’t even say it when she didn’t have her powers which is weird. also, you shouldn’t need to be reassured that someone “needs” you to tell them you love them… if you love them, you love them, it’s that simple. but he couldn’t even say it. </p><p>then, mike calls her a superhero and she says she isn’t anymore. keep in mind she doesn’t want to be reduced to just a superhero because they just had an argument about how different she is and how mike will never understand her (see, they don’t feel equal in the relationship. they’re both insecure and never on the same page and they can’t understand each other’s experiences). when owens finds her and talks to her, el makes the CHOICE to leave mike and she leaves him a letter saying she’s going to be a superhero again and signs it “from, el”, not “love, el”. keep in mind that owens even said she might not ever see mike again and she still chose to go! she was certain in her decision and didn’t hesitate. she was ready to go off and be independent and do what she needs to do because she knows she’s strong without mike and he clearly wasn’t giving her the love she wanted. </p><p>there’s a scene where mike looks at the letter and will tells him that staring at it won’t change anything. mike agrees, crumples the letter and throws it in the bin and the camera focuses on it. why would they make this seem like such a big deal if it didn’t mean anything? mike also says that he couldn’t tell el “that thing” (he can’t even specify what he’s talking about and i find it really weird that they kept it so ambiguous in volume 1 and made it sound like it was leading to something other than a basic “i love you”) and he literally says maybe if he told her then she would’ve taken him with her? wait, what? this contradicts everything he says in volume 2! so he apparently regrets not saying he loves her because he thinks she would’ve taken him with him, and he KNOWS she wanted to hear it because she was literally crying and begging him to say it, but in volume 2 he says he couldn’t say it because he’s scared she wouldn’t need him anymore when it’s clearly obvious she WANTED him to say it in episode 3? IT’S SUCH A MESS. el walked away from mike in the first place because he DIDN’T say it, but in the car with will he’s worried that saying it will make her leave him????? this whole thing makes no sense. seriously how could they write this and think it sounded good? the excuse for mike not being able to say ily is ridiculous when he finally did say it, it was because of will’s monologue and painting!</p><p>also what about the scene where will talks about how it’s hard to open up to people in case they DON’T like the truth and mike is nodding and agreeing? what was the point of all this?</p><p>this isn’t even just about fighting over ships, the writing seriously doesn’t make sense and i don’t know how people don’t see it</p></blockquote>
<p>Seriously.</p><p>It makes no sense. I don’t know if it’s just a product of those two final episodes being written during the Covid shutdown, or what, but there’s a big disconnect between volumes 1 &amp; 2 with how Mike and El’s relationship is written.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://deanismysavior.tumblr.com/post/689440671433654272/this-really-put-the-nail-in-the-coffin-for-me-the">deanismysavior</a>:</p><blockquote><p>This really put the nail in the coffin for me:</p><p>The Mike monologue to El is NOT supposed to come across as romantic, at least, not in the sense that you would expect.</p><p>In Mike&rsquo;s monologue, he tells El &ldquo;You can do anything! You can fly. You can move mountains. I believe that.&rdquo;</p><p>This is important, because this part of the monologue sounds a whole heck of a lot like the speech that Brenner gives El when she tries to leave to go save Max.</p><p>In this scene, Brenner says, &ldquo;You came to me broken, and you&rsquo;ve learned to walk again, but if you want to stop One, you&rsquo;ll need to do more than walk. You will need to do more than run. You will need to fly.&rdquo; </p><p>This is not the first time in the season that we see Mike getting paralleled with Brenner. In fact, this happens at the end of the S4E2 when Mike sees El hit Angela over the head with a rollerskate and says &ldquo;What did you do?,&rdquo; the exact same thing Brenner said after finding El in the rainbow room surrounded by the other lab kids who were all killed.</p><p>Before we get deeper into the monologue itself, let&rsquo;s take a look at the note that Mike and El leave their relationship on before she leaves. We see their fight in her bedroom where El brings up that Mike never expresses love to her. El tells Mike that she doesn&rsquo;t belong anywhere, and that everyone looks at her &ldquo;like a monster,&rdquo; and accuses Mike of seeing her this way too. Here he deflects the allegations and calls her &ldquo;Eleven,&rdquo; not El. When he attempts to mend this with her, he uses the words &ldquo;incredible,&rdquo; and &ldquo;superhero&rdquo; to describe El.</p><p>We&rsquo;ve already talked about the implications that using these adjectives describes idolization rather than love, but what&rsquo;s more here is that he puts the same emphasis on her powers that Brenner does. By referring to her as Eleven, not El or Jane, he subliminally sends the message that he is thinking of her as an &ldquo;other,&rdquo; and to her, this holds the connotation of an experiment since that&rsquo;s what the numbers signified in Brenner&rsquo;s lab.</p><p>It is made very evident here that we are supposed to align Mike with Dr. Brenner.</p><p>Before El leaves, in her last scene with Mike when she is being placed in the cop car, we see him say to her, &ldquo;Eleven, Eleven, listen to me, okay? Eleven, will you please look at me? Everything&rsquo;s going to be fine. I&rsquo;m going to fix this.&rdquo;</p><p>Not only does he repeatedly once again call her Eleven, instead of the affectionate nickname he gave her, but he specifically uses the word &ldquo;fix,&rdquo; perfectly mirroring what Brenner says when he refers to El as &ldquo;broken.&rdquo;</p><p>So when we then see language from the same conversation El has with Brenner come back in during Mike&rsquo;s love confession with the word &ldquo;fly,&rdquo; the viewer is once again subliminally meant to associate Mike with Dr. Brenner.</p><p>What&rsquo;s so interesting about this confession scene is that it also heavily mirrors Mike&rsquo;s shared memory with Will in season 2 as he&rsquo;s trying to break through the Mind Flayer&rsquo;s possession of Will.</p><p>In this scene, we see Mike describing the first time he met Will. We see Finn give a shockingly visually similar performance to his monologue with El, but here we see Mike shedding tears, and the way in which Finn delivers these lines is not frantic or off-the-cuff, but instead the tone is quiet and the strength of the speech lies solely in the emotion behind his words. This scene comes across as much more tender and genuine, and stands in stark contrast tonally to the way we see Mike speak to El.</p><p>Here, Mike says that he &ldquo;felt so alone&rdquo; during that first day of kindergarten, but then he &ldquo;saw [Will] on the swings, and [he was] alone too,&rdquo; establishing a kinship and connection with Will immediately. Mike continues by saying, &ldquo;I just walked up to you, and I asked. I asked if you wanted to be my friend. And you said yes. You said yes. It was the best thing I&rsquo;ve ever done.&rdquo;</p><p>In this monologue, we not only see that similar language is used in the Mike love confession scene in which he tells El his &ldquo;life started&rdquo; when he found her in the woods, but we get this interesting contrast in which Mike&rsquo;s words are actually able to break through to Will here, whereas when he is confessing to El, Vecna&rsquo;s grip tightens until she looks over at Max.</p><p>By drawing this parallel, it simultaneously codes this monologue from season 2 in a romantic light, since we are meant now to associate the scene with the &ldquo;romantic&rdquo; love confession in season 4, but it also discredits the genuineness of Mike&rsquo;s season 4 monologue as we see the stark contrast in Finn&rsquo;s performance. In both scenes, the stakes were high and people he cared about were in danger, so why does one read with such deep emotion while the other comes off as clichéd and inconsistent with past events?</p><p>When we combine the messages of these two parallels in Mike&rsquo;s monologue we are left with a rather confusing and disturbing message: that Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship is entagled with other parties, and here&rsquo;s why it&rsquo;s important to consider these points together:</p><p>Subliminally, El is associating Mike&rsquo;s words during this monologue with the way Dr. Brenner makes her feel, while Mike subliminally associates his words in contrast to the way he feels about Will.</p><p>Therefore, for El, what&rsquo;s getting in the way of her relationship with Mike is that he seems to see her in a similar way to how Dr. Brenner does, zeroing in on her powers, her usefulness, and her otherness.</p><p>But for Mike, what&rsquo;s getting in the way of his relationship with El is repression and the complicated feelings he has for Will. I&rsquo;ve tried, for arguments sake, to find a non-romantic reasoning for this parallel, but I really don&rsquo;t think there is one. </p><p>If we&rsquo;re able to take these parallels and draw these conclusions, then the exchange that occurred within the Mileven monologue is not the romantic triumph that I think a lot of casual viewers saw it as. We are meant to feel the wrongness in this scene.</p></blockquote>
<p>A very good analysis, but I fear the Duffers aren’t looking at it this way.</p><p>But I share this as a peace offering to my followers who have had to deal with far too much negativity from me lately.</p>
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Body: <p>Not that I didn’t expect to lose followers due to my recent posts, but it does say a lot about who was following me.</p><p>Anyone who unfollowed me because I no longer trust the Duffers to go through with Byler never really cared about what I had to say. You just wanted to see someone else say what you already thought.</p>
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<p>If you really want to make this accurate, you could change the second panel to say “that’s not true son, you won’t care in a couple years, either.”</p>
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Body: <p>Ok, I know that it’s probably just him being uncomfortable watching himself on screen, but it’s still kinda funny watching Finn react the way he did to his own monologue.</p><p>You’re all playing a dangerous game reading so much into this, though. Haven’t we learned <i>anything</i>?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://deanismysavior.tumblr.com/post/689244837596315648/hold-on-i-just-thought-of-something-so-weve">deanismysavior</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Hold on, I just thought of something. So we&rsquo;ve talked a lot about how Mike&rsquo;s love confession monologue feels off and feels narratively clunky, but we don&rsquo;t really talk about WHY that choice was made.</p><p>Because here&rsquo;s the thing: the narrative imperfection is in direct conversation with Will&rsquo;s monolgue/love confession.</p><p>In both speeches, on the surface level, they seem like they should make sense, that is, until you start looking at the details.</p><p>In Will&rsquo;s love confession scene, we see him tell Mike that El &ldquo;commissioned&rdquo; the painting for him, which serves as a cover for Will&rsquo;s real intentions in creating that painting. On the surface, it seems like a believable thing El could do out of affection for her boyfriend, until you start to think about it again and realize we&rsquo;ve never once heard El and Mike discuss DnD in any sort of depth, and she likely wouldn&rsquo;t be overly familiar with the roles of the party. </p><p>We also see Will here say that if Mike felt like El was &ldquo;pushing [him] away,&rdquo; that it was likely just because she was afraid of losing him. Upon first hearing this, it sounds feasible that given the distance, El could be pushing Mike away, but when we look at the actual context of El&rsquo;s feelings towards Mike over the course of the season, we see her room filled with pictures of Mike and a box full of momentos, and we&rsquo;re privy to the dozens of letters she has sent him. In other words, we can see El&rsquo;s affection for Mike loud and clear, and so can he.</p><p>And when Will tells Mike that El needs him, these are sweet and reassuring words, but we&rsquo;ve also seen how quickly El dumped Mike in season 3 and how she left without warning to go with Owens and get her powers back, once again leaving Mike behind. In truth, El might love Mike, but she doesn&rsquo;t need him, not like he seems to need to be needed.</p><p>Will&rsquo;s monologue is meant to throw off Mike, but we see a few shots within the van scene where it seems as though Mike is confused and processing, as if something isn&rsquo;t quite lining up, but he can&rsquo;t really put his finger on why.</p><p>In Mike&rsquo;s monologue to El, it follows a similar pattern. Mike tells El that he loved her since the moment he met her in the woods. From an audience standpoint, having seen Mileven&rsquo;s relationship manifest over the past three seasons, at first this seems sweet. But then as we parse the context of that moment, Mike&rsquo;s assertion rings false as we see him in the first scenes with El confused, afraid of her, and ready to cast her out in favor of finding Will. It&rsquo;s only when she demonstrates that she could help find him that Mike starts to see her as anything other than transitory.</p><p>Mike also makes it a point to say that he is &ldquo;not scared&rdquo; of El and that he&rsquo;s &ldquo;never felt that way.&rdquo; While this is certainly something you would hope your boyfriend would say, this, also rings false as we see multiple times that Mike is shocked by her powers, and even accusatory with his famous &ldquo;What&rsquo;s wrong with you?&rdquo; line. Mike has been scared of El on MULTIPLE occasions.</p><p>He also tells El in this scene that he &ldquo;doesn&rsquo;t know how to live without [her].&rdquo; I&rsquo;d say this is the most up-for-grabs statement that Mike makes, because he does care about and have love for El,  but he&rsquo;s also shown twice now that he has lived without her. The first time, when he believed she might be dead, Mike checked in on El every day, but he never went after her. We see some definite signs of grief from his acting out in school and grades slipping, but his life with his friends remains overwhelmingly unchanged in her absence. The second time we see this is in season 4 when they are forced into a long distance relationship. While Mike does still receive letters from El, he doesn&rsquo;t seem lovesick or mopey that she&rsquo;s not around. He joins Hellfire and spends time with his friends. If anything, we get more indication that he&rsquo;s felt the absence of Will more strongly as he directly tells Will that &ldquo;Hawkins isn&rsquo;t the same without [him].&rdquo;</p><p>He says his &ldquo;life started that day [he] found [El] in the woods.&rdquo; Another beautiful sentiment, until you look closer. This directly conflicts with Mike&rsquo;s character arc in season 1 in which his main priority was finding Will. It also conflicts with Mike&rsquo;s statement in season 2 that choosing to be Will&rsquo;s friend was the &ldquo;best thing [he] ever did.&rdquo; Obviously Mike had a life before El, and even after having met her, he still believes that being Will&rsquo;s friend was the best thing he ever did, and not finding El or making friends with El or kissing El.</p><p>We also see Mike say here that he &ldquo;love[s El]&rdquo; with or without her powers. This has been the crux of their relationship drama throughout the season as Mike continually identifies El as a &ldquo;superhero&rdquo; and El, feeling lost without the thing that makes her feel special, goes off to regain those powers, because she thinks that&rsquo;s what Mike wants her to be. And even during that time, Mike refers to El as &ldquo;Superman&rdquo; during his conversation with Will. While Mike saying he loves her without her powers here might seemingly resolve this earlier conflict, he then goes on to specifically talk about and focus on her powers in his speech, making his words feel disingenuous. </p><p>He then once again refers to El as his &ldquo;superhero&rdquo; and tells her she can &ldquo;fly&rdquo; and &ldquo;move mountains,&rdquo; both things that connect back to her supernatural powers and her otherness, but not her, not &ldquo;exactly who she is&rdquo; as he claims. </p><p>The entire time Mike is giving this speech to El, we see Vecna&rsquo;s vines TIGHTENING around El, not loosening, until she looks over at Max, someone who has over and over again reminded her what it is to be free and to be her own person.</p><p>This scene, just like Will&rsquo;s monologue, is meant to function as a form of misdirection, but not necessarily for El, for the audience. As we&rsquo;ve discussed on the surface, all of these elements Mike brings up in his monologue should make sense for a couple in love, and to a casual viewer, would probably just be written off as a kind of corny scene, but what we as critical readers of the scene can take away from it is that this scene is intentionally meant to mislead you.</p><p>Mike is not talking about his real feelings for El here. He&rsquo;s talking about feelings for the version of El he created for himself in his head. For the larger-than-life savior. Simply, Mike loves the idea of El, but not the person she&rsquo;s become. And El knows that his speech about her, however touching to an outside audience it may seem, does not really reflect her, and that&rsquo;s why we see the vines tighten around her neck. </p><p>So what could this mean for season 5 and what does it mean in connection to the Will confession? </p><p>I think this heavily suggests that Eleven will be single in season 5 and that she will break up with Mike since he no longer really sees her for who she is. But I also think that this misdirection theme will play out in Byler as well. Just as the audience is meant to slowly piece things together after the fact, Mike is supposed to do the same in his relationship with Will. As season 5 unfolds, I think we&rsquo;ll see Mike get more hints that the painting was not commissioned by El and that the version of him that is loved and needed is not El&rsquo;s, but Will&rsquo;s. Mike, just like us, is supposed to read between the lines right now.</p><p>In conclusion, I think the Duffer Brothers may not have actually fucked up as badly as we thought, but instead created some somewhat genius foreshadowing and parallelling.</p></blockquote>
<p>I no longer trust the Duffers to see things the way you do, but, nonetheless, it&rsquo;s a good breakdown, and it deserves to be shared.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 689249086449336320
Date: 2022-07-08 22:25:51 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/689249086449336320
Slug: reblogging-for-the-image-of-a-straight
Reblog key: ChLDUcuL
Reblog url: https://void-of-chill.tumblr.com/post/689248692436336640/me-asking-my-str8-older-brother-what-he-thought
Reblog name: void-of-chill
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://void-of-chill.tumblr.com/post/689248692436336640/me-asking-my-str8-older-brother-what-he-thought">void-of-chill</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Me, asking my str8 older brother what he thought of Mike’s “my life started…” line.  </p><p>Him, focused on his PC game: “Nah. He’s only saying that because his life ended when he lost Will.”</p><p>Me, prodding further if he thinks Mike and Will will get together. </p><p>Him: “Fuck, I hope so. They have deep talks about feelings and shit. (-Then he rambled on about how they get vulnerable when alone together and I can’t remember everything verbatim because he’s yelling at the computer screen-). I can’t picture Mike and El living together.”</p></blockquote>
<p>Reblogging for the image of a straight (presumably) teenage male not even looking away from his PC to nonchalantly discuss Byler. I love the idea how his discourse is randomly interrupted by whatever is happening in the game.</p><p>Is it weird that I sort of want fanart of <i>this </i>scene? </p>
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Body: <p>If I’m coming across as especially down today, there’s a reason for it. I found out that I didn’t get that job. I didn’t even get a callback. This is something that’s been weighing down on my mood for a few weeks now, as I’ve been desperate for any word after my interview. </p><p>I should probably just be glad that I know now, at least, but this was probably my best shot at a better school. It’s hard not to take it personally when I have so many connections there.</p>
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Body: <p>Since I made quite the fool of myself predicting season 4, why not try to outdo myself?</p><p>The D&amp;D game at the end of season 1 predicts season 5.</p><p>The Duffers have mentioned going full circle for the final season. Nancy also mentioned seeing a giant monster with a gaping mouth.</p><p>It’s the Thessalhydra (or something Dustin will describe as such, anyway).</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="325" data-orig-width="318"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a9821e02cb4a5492760582590aacd282/b05142e90ee9c765-aa/s540x810/dff6732eb78aef74b0f3cf56741ddc7ae209820b.png" data-orig-height="325" data-orig-width="318"/></figure><p>From the Forgotten Realms wiki:</p><blockquote><p>

Thessalhydras were hideous and terrifying creatures. It had a large, reptilian body with a long tail, 18 feet (5.5 meters) in length, which ended in a pair of large, sharp pincers. It had no head, instead eight hydra-like heads, each about 6 feet (1.8 meters) in length, <b>surrounded a gaping mouth</b> filled with teeth and acidic saliva.

<br/></p></blockquote><p>Whether we can garner anything from the D&amp;D game other than this is impossible to tell. Not much else happened in the campaign, as far as we know, except for Will killing it with a fireball. There was mention of a medal ceremony, but the others also peppered Mike with questions over unresolved plot points, which I find hilariously ironic at this point.</p>
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<p>Shit like this is making it really hard for me to walk away.</p><p>Perhaps trying to step away from the blog during my summer break, when I’m already bored, wasn’t the best plan.</p>
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Body: <figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="455" data-orig-width="884"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/906f81d975a496e4661db5b31bb5a1ab/bd261cd1a342419f-b2/s540x810/97bf565c13fbaa09ef7aa62ef8908c36c06fe299.png" data-orig-height="455" data-orig-width="884"/></figure><p>They repeat that it’s “the day of Will’s disappearance,” not “the day El opened the Gate.” </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="628" data-orig-width="875"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5db6258eeab814d33d20a45187996481/bd261cd1a342419f-23/s540x810/d1f3cc0eb800c8dca962f5d63b9b8a44cccfaf90.png" data-orig-height="628" data-orig-width="875"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="225" data-orig-width="905"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c5fdd621254d7be0230d42b231144702/bd261cd1a342419f-34/s540x810/aedc019bba005bc36179c8144daf389f9bc21cea.png" data-orig-height="225" data-orig-width="905"/></figure><p>Just in case anyone still couldn’t tell, yes, those were indeed Will’s feelings being disguised as El’s feelings. Will just can’t bring himself to fully reveal that to Mike. Sadly, it seems Mike doesn’t pick up on what Will’s really saying, at least not completely.</p><p>Apparently, that’s his arc for the rest of the show. I like that they’re still going to build on this, but it better not just be for him to be heartbroken some more. How will this factor into the overall plot, though?</p><p>Other neat tidbits from this article include the LEGO up the nose and the crawling backwards being true stories from the Duffers’ childhoods.</p><p><a href="https://deadline.com/2022/07/stranger-things-matt-duffer-ross-duffer-dish-season-four-deaths-destruction-season-five-battles-ahead-1235058041/">Source</a></p>
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Reblog key: E2Ya4HWz
Reblog url: 
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Body: <p>Breaking my hibernation to just throw out a few final thoughts/questions:</p><p>The revelation that it’s apparently been Vecna all along changes a lot.</p><p>What exactly is the Shadow/Mindflayer? All we know is that it serves as a sort of controller for everything Upside Down related. By subjugating it, Henry seems to have taken over the entire dimension and everything in it. What happens if it is freed from his control or someone else takes control of it?</p><p>Does the Shadow/Mindflayer naturally have control over the democreatures, or is that a byproduct of Henry subjugating it?</p><p>The Upside Down Henry went to seemed barren. The demo creatures there didn’t seem bloodthirsty, as the one we saw was just kinda crawling around. It may just have been the perspective, but it also didn’t seem that big. How and why did that change? </p><p>Since it’s been Vecna all along, was it indeed him who stalked Will and cornered him in the shed? It would better explain what would otherwise be unusual demogorgon behavior, as it understood and undid the lock on the Byers’ front door and slowly stalked him, rather than chased him down. </p><p>Since Vecna was (and apparently still is) unable or unwilling to leave the Upside Down, he could have been directly controlling a demogorgon, like he was able to take direct control of Will and Billy when he wanted to. When not directly controlled, the demogorgon reverted to more “natural” behavior, like when he attacked Barb.</p><p>How was the demogorgon able to blink in and out of the real world to begin with? Is that a power of Vecna’s? Is that just something they made up that just never fit into the show again, so it was phased out?</p><p>Why was Will special in the first place? Did Vecna just see himself in Will like he once did with El? How long was Vecna watching Will? His ability to tap into the minds of Hawkins’ residents doesn’t seem dependent on there being a Gate since no Gates were open at the beginning of season 4.</p><p>Why did the four Gates converge on Hawkins Library? That was where Will’s body was taken in season 1. Is it just because it is in downtown Hawkins, or is there another reason?<br/></p><p>And, of course, why does the Upside Down look like Hawkins on November 6, 1983? The Gate was left open for nearly a year, but time apparently didn’t flow. Or did it flow, but somehow reverted back to that day?</p>
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Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I’m a bit overwhelmed by the kind sentiments people have conveyed after I announced I’m stepping back from this blog. I knew I had a decent following, but I never realized I had such an impact. Thank you. I love you all.</p><p>I won’t be totally going away. I’m still lurking around. I just won’t be producing any regular content.</p><p>Never say never, though. Who knows, I might get too excited to resist once the first official teaser for season 5 gets released.</p>
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Slug: i-think-its-time-i-take-a-step-back-from-this
Reblog key: jc1ptnmI
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>I think it’s time I take a step back from this blog. I’ve been at it for three years now, so I feel like I’ve given it a good run. I just don’t have it in me anymore, not after this season ended the way it did. </p><p>Maybe I overidentified with Will. Maybe I set my expectations too high. Maybe I just overestimated the Duffers’ writing skills. </p><p>I don’t know. All I know is that I find myself emotionally impacted far too much from this season, particularly with what they did to Will. This isn’t a “Oh, they did such a good job that they tapped into my emotions.” It’s a “They mocked my pain and used it to prop up something more ‘normal.’” </p><p>I’ll still be lurking around. I may post a bit here and there, too. But my main purpose for this blog, character analyses, is over. They’ve shown that they can’t consistently write characters, anyway, so what’s the point?</p><p>Thank you all for the journey. It wouldn’t have been worth it if not for you all. Those of you who message me may continue to do so. I still enjoy talking to you.</p><p>Who knows, perhaps I will change my mind at some point. But, for now, I just feel like this has all been an exercise in futility. Almost everything I’ve ever written has been wrong, and I can no longer go on with it knowing that there are people out there who, for whatever reason, believe what I say now that I know this. I won’t be the clueless shepherd anymore, leading his flock into danger.</p><p>See you around.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="498" data-orig-width="498"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8d426cd03f1cc2e771439bb34a0e2bd0/5244f73a1bdeee26-10/s540x810/b14a75ccff3a706a108848c5b43fe5826060900e.gif" data-orig-height="498" data-orig-width="498"/></figure>
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<p>I hate that there’s still reasons to cling to hope. It would only make the ultimate pain feel even worse.</p><p>But, god, yeah&hellip;</p><p>Mike/Will and Robin/Vickie have way too many commonalities for it to be just an accident.</p>
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<p>I think people read way too much into what this account has said in the past. Despite the name, it was never run by the writers. She was a production assistant who probably just interacted with fans in her own voice to keep them engaged.</p><p>I think it&rsquo;s time people stopped analyzing things the social media accounts post.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/gayboybyerz/688618470801326080">gayboybyerz</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Also El 100% did not commission that picture. Firstly El had no idea what Will was working on and that was literally stated by her in a letter to Mike. “Will is painting a lot. But he won’t show me what, maybe it is for a girl.” Yeah no. She did not commission that. </p><p>Second Will looked away when saying that he refused to look at Mike. He lied to Mike, and he feels so guilty by the little glances he gives.</p><p><br/></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="510" data-orig-width="888" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_red7a304FB1zdp7tz.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_red7a304FB1zdp7tz.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":888,"height":510},"poster":[{"media_key":"7df69b2e6fadadf26c9358d206183026:e8b6fdcfc07ecbc2-82","type":"image/jpeg","width":540,"height":311,"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/7df69b2e6fadadf26c9358d206183026/e8b6fdcfc07ecbc2-82/s540x810/5d955a9b6ccf7681656d4211d34b8419698b51d5.jpg"}]}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7df69b2e6fadadf26c9358d206183026/e8b6fdcfc07ecbc2-82/s540x810/5d955a9b6ccf7681656d4211d34b8419698b51d5.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_red7a304FB1zdp7tz.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure><p>He HATES lying to Mike as seen in Vol 1 at Rink-O-Mania. But he is so in love with Mike that he would rather see Mike be happy with El then just tell the truth. He is so selfless, WILL YOU ARE ALLOWED TO BE SELFISH FOR ONCE🥺 maybe we will get that addressed next season? </p><p>Also mikes speech just being a copy and paste of Wills words leading me to not believe a word out of Mike Wheelers stupid ass mouth.</p></blockquote>
<p>Yet I’m sure there’s still plenty of people who claim Will is trying to come in between El and Mike, despite him being the only reason Mike told her he loves her.</p><p>Will cut out his own heart so Mike could give it to El as his own.</p>
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Body: <p>Am I the only one who noticed that Mike and El didn&rsquo;t seem particularly &ldquo;close&rdquo; during the ending? I mean, they never once talk after returning to Hawkins. El also goes off into her room in the cabin alone, and Mike doesn&rsquo;t even try to go be with her? (I can honestly see how that one leak may have mistaken this for El being mad at Mike and Will). Instead, he talks to Will about how he and El have only talked a bit, and doesn&rsquo;t even mention their relationship. Then, at the very end, he stands there while El walks off ahead. Yeah, she&rsquo;s &ldquo;the hero,&rdquo; but if he&rsquo;s really her heart, then wouldn&rsquo;t he follow her, even if a couple steps behind?</p><p>The vibe I get from them is a couple that had an amicable breakup that&rsquo;s still fresh, but it clashes with the whole &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; thing.</p>
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Body: <p>So, yeah&hellip;</p><p>I don’t like this idea, but&hellip;</p><p>Vecna’s body was gone after he got blasted out of the house. I don’t necessarily think he pulled a disappearing act.</p><p>I think his corporeal form might be gone now, which would be in line with the source material, really. He might need a new avatar, though, or, at least, someone to serve as his hand in the physical realm.</p><p>Maybe someone he’s used before.</p><p>God, poor Will&hellip;</p>
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<p>“I don’t know how to live without you” doesn’t even sound romantic.</p><p>“I can’t live without you”? Sure.</p><p>“I don’t want to live without you”? Definitely.</p><p>“I don’t know how to live without you” sounds like he’s doing it because it’s all he knows, like a tradition he has to follow.</p><p>What I “don’t know” is how they thought this was some amazingly done monologue.</p><p>“It was the best thing I’ve ever done” was an amazingly done monologue that showed Mike delivering a heartfelt, improvised speech to save a loved one trapped by (what turns out to be) the same monster.</p><p>This, however, came across as frantic, with Mike seeming at a loss. Will had to urge him to “be the heart.” Granted, El appeared to be choking, but Mike had none of the emotion he had in season 2. </p><p>It’s not like Finn can’t act, so I don’t want to hear that argument. His talk with Will in episode 4 had more emotion than this.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://luke-skywalker.tumblr.com/post/688580565581135872/i-feel-like-the-characters-did-not-learn-from">luke-skywalker</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I feel like the characters did not learn from their experiences or their mistakes this season. </p><p>El is still at the exact same point as she was at the beginning of this season, just with her power back, codependent of Mike, still not her own person even with Brenner’s dead. </p><p>Will is still hiding who he is and who he loves from everybody. </p><p>Jonathan and Nancy are still not telling each other the truth. </p><p>Steve still can’t let go of Nancy that he saw as is one true chance of happiness. </p><p>That season was about them losing and Vecna was right he may be hurt but he had already won. he knows exactly what he is and what he wants.</p><p>The only person who knew who they were at the end are Eddie and Max and look what happened…</p></blockquote>
<p>Steve at least <i>tried </i>to get some closure with Nancy. He really has matured.</p><p>I’d say Joyce and Hopper showed some growth, too.</p><p>Dustin knows who he is, but he does have a problem with never thinking he’s wrong, though, perhaps, now he’s learned a bit after what happened.</p><p>But, yeah, everything else here&hellip;</p><p>Mike and El never talk about their relationship except for the monologue, which is entirely Mike. Even then, it happens at Will’s urging.</p><p>They didn’t even show Mike and El having anything resembling a romantic moment after that “amazing monologue.” Will asks Mike if El talked to him at all, and he says “not much,” only to talk about Brenner. This suggests they only talked about what happened, not their relationship. </p><p>Jonathan and Nancy are still lying to each other. They have reasons to be nervous to talk about their problems, but no growth has been made there.</p><p>Will is perhaps hiding now more than ever, except maybe with Jonathan, now that he helped Mike and El “fix things.”</p><p>Even Robin is still stuck on her crush with Vickie, grasping onto hope, the way we all are with Byler, just because Vickie broke up with her boyfriend and seems flustered around her.</p><p>I feel like their reach exceeded their grasp this season. They tried to do too much, and failed to do a lot of it.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/688497842101338112">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>With the whole &ldquo;You&rsquo;re the Heart&rdquo; track, and Noah saying that Mike and Will have a sad talk in episode 8, I think I have an idea of what happens.</p><p>Mike feels useless, unable to help and love El like he thinks he&rsquo;s supposed to. Will decides to give him a pep talk, saying that they&rsquo;d all fall apart without him. He puts all his feelings out on the table, though not clearly enough for an obvious Mike to see. The talk gives Mike some confidence, and he decides to go talk to El.</p><p>This is where the scene from the trailer comes in where Will is crying on Jonathan&rsquo;s shoulder. Will is upset because, as much as he already thinks Mike loves El, he basically just helped them sort through their problems. He thinks this will just lead back to where things were, with Mike ignoring him and being lovey dovey with El. It&rsquo;s one thing to accept that your &ldquo;straight&rdquo; best friend won&rsquo;t return your feelings, but it&rsquo;s another thing entirely to help him and your sister be happy together at your own expense.</p></blockquote>
<p>Ugh, apparently I was pretty right about this yesterday.</p><p>I hate myself.</p>
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<p>It’s possible, I guess. Mike and El did seem to primarily talk through letters.</p>
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<p>It’s not even just that he feels like a mistake.</p><p>He’s also saying that Mike makes him feel like he isn’t a mistake, and life has been hell for him since he got separated from Mike. </p><p>And they just had Mike, supposedly, not even catch on to what Will was telling him.</p><p>He’s terrified of losing Mike, but he still ended up helping Mike do something that could make him lose Mike for good.</p>
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<p>They seriously keep having Mike cling to Will until El is in the picture again. Then it&rsquo;s like &ldquo;Who&rsquo;s Will?&rdquo;</p><p>I&rsquo;d say Will is also upset because he remembers Mike saying that asking to be friends was the best thing he&rsquo;s ever done, but the Duffers probably forgot that, too. </p>
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Body: <p>I like how they “Two Days Later” things so they don’t have to address any of the elephants in the room.</p><p>Mike and El haven’t talked too much, but we only know that because Will asked Mike about it.</p><p>Dmitri, Yuri, and Murray are just, what, off on crazy adventures together?</p><p>Owens and Sullivan?</p><p>The deep fissures in Hawkins were, what, dormant for those two days?</p><p>Does Argyle even still have a job? (Dude seriously knows how to make pizza, though)</p>
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<p>I just realized that the Byers is on the right (from our perspective) in all three of those pairs.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/private_551493364?688609452439502848"></a>:</p><blockquote><p>my purpose will be from now on to keep being delusional so that we can be happy in denial and stay sane, so:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="544" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1fc92306bf54dfcd2b591be6ac82bbe4/fcc9d6b1117fb47b-93/s640x960/eecba7fb98441aeda4275c13339142ca6346f98a.jpg" data-orig-height="544" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>bylers look</p><p>mike actually looks at will during this scene and obviously it was intentional (because everything is in theory) so maybe he actually noticed will crying. and maybe this is were he finally connected the dots. and given that he would have way more internalized homophobia than will, the will who literally said he felt like a mistake for being gay, you can imagine this wouldn&rsquo;t be easy for him. so, maybe, everything that happens from here on is the consequence of him noticing this and being uncomfortable and now having even more motivation to stay with his girlfriend to look straight no matter what. and this is what pushes him to say i love you to her in the middle of that forced and cheesy monologue.</p><p>and we&rsquo;d find out about all of this in season 5 when for whatever reason mike is forced to confront his sexuality. and then all of this comes out and makes sense.</p><p>what do we think</p><p>(by the way this dosen&rsquo;t mean that i still trust the duffer brothers in any way, but as i said i still want to think about the possibility of this) </p></blockquote>
<p>I do think that Mike caught on more to what Will was saying there than we were meant to think. We already know he’s paying attention to Will, even when it doesn’t look like it, from the roller rink. It’s all very possible.</p><p>I just don’t like that I’ll have to wait 2 years to find out.</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "eecba7fb98441aeda4275c13339142ca6346f98a.jpg"

Post id: 688607986164334592
Date: 2022-07-01 20:35:50 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/688607986164334592
Slug: because-you-know-just-a-coincidence-mike-is
Reblog key: tUJchgVG
Reblog url: https://awfulmuse.tumblr.com/post/688606921750609920/now-wtf-was-this
Reblog name: awfulmuse
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://awfulmuse.tumblr.com/post/688606921750609920/now-wtf-was-this">awfulmuse</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="936" data-orig-width="955"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/67637d47bf17f17fa39e808d8a48d9d7/7ea43bb5741dca21-38/s640x960/05c400cbad4b758940e88c84908c631fadc106d3.png" data-orig-height="936" data-orig-width="955"/></figure></div><p>now wtf was this</p></blockquote>
<p>Because, you know, just a coincidence&hellip;</p><p>Mike is even on the same side of the frame as Vickie&hellip;</p><p>But just a coincidence&hellip;</p>
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Body: <p>Just in case people couldn’t already tell how thinly veiled this speech was:</p><p>

“Anyway, my point is, see how you&rsquo;re leading us here? You&rsquo;re guiding the whole party, inspiring us. That&hellip; That&rsquo;s what you do. And see your coat of arms here? It&rsquo;s a heart. And I know it&rsquo;s sort of on the nose, but that&rsquo;s what holds this party together. Heart. Because, I mean, without heart, we&rsquo;d all fall apart. </p><p>Even [me]. Especially [me]. These past few months, [I’ve] been so lost without you. It&rsquo;s just, [I’m] so different from other people, and&hellip; ( haltingly ) &hellip;when you&rsquo;re&hellip; when you&rsquo;re different, sometimes&hellip; ( sighs ) &hellip;you feel like a mistake. But you make [me] feel like [I’m] not a mistake at all. Like [I’m] better for being different. And that gives [me] the courage to fight on. If [I] was mean to you or [I] seemed like [I] was pushing you away, it&rsquo;s because [I’m] scared of losing you, like you&rsquo;re scared of losing [me]. And if [I] was going to lose you, I&hellip; I think [I’d] rather just get it over with quick. Like ripping off a Band-Aid. </p><p>So, yeah, [I] need you, Mike. And [I] always will.”</p>
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Body: <p>I need someone who is good at making those gif comparisons. This parallel is just too much when you remember Will is really talking about himself.</p><p>Episode 4: “And I feel like maybe I was worrying too much about El, and I don&rsquo;t know, maybe I feel I <b>lost </b>you or something.”<br/></p><p>Episode 8: “If she was mean to you or she seemed like she was pushing you away, it&rsquo;s because she&rsquo;s scared of <b>losing </b>you, like you&rsquo;re scared of <b>losing </b>her.”<br/></p>
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Body: <p>Another things that was left unresolved that is suspicious?</p><p>The whole &ldquo;I thought I lost you or something&rdquo; thing.</p><p>This went nowhere, even if things were heavily implied in Will&rsquo;s speech in the van. It&rsquo;s strange enough that Mike didn&rsquo;t comment on how upset Will clearly was in that moment, but it&rsquo;s even stranger when you realize that the strain in their relationship was a big part of their story in volume 1, and that Mike pays attention to Will&rsquo;s mood and mannerisms even when it doesn&rsquo;t look like it. They didn&rsquo;t address any of that, though, making it look like Mike was solely focused on El.</p><p>All of the awkwardness Mike had with Will just essentially went nowhere if we&rsquo;re reading this as Mike forgetting about Will and only caring about El. If he was really this afraid of losing Will, to the point that he was acting weird around him, then him minimizing their friendship, by saying the day Will disappeared and El appeared was the day he life started, is a pretty weird way to resolve it.</p><p>Are they really doubling down on Mike not being able to have both of them in his life? Saying that essentially nothing he did before he met El mattered is a major overcorrection if she just needed to know he loved her.</p><p>Either nobody reads these scripts, or there&rsquo;s something weird going on here.</p>
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<p>Might as well bring this back.</p><p>After all that, they really did forget.</p>
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Body: <p>Fuck, I’m finding things that make me feel hopeful again.</p><p>Fuck.</p><p>Fuck, no.</p><p>Not again.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://justmeandmyships.tumblr.com/post/688602900312850432/all-those-lies-mike-have-this-huge-monologue">justmeandmyships</a>:</p><blockquote><p>All those lies: Mike have this huge monologue. This is Finn’s best performance 🤣🤣🤣🤣 </p><p>Even Dustin have a better finale words. Let’s not go that far. Yuri’s monologue about  a bear killed him was bigger and deeper 🤣🤣🤣🤣🤣🤣  </p></blockquote>
<p>Hell, Mike’s speech to Will in episode 4 was a better performance than what we saw in episode 9.</p><p>I seriously don’t understand them hyping up that monologue, assuming that was the monologue they were referring to.</p><p>There were a ton of awesome performances by the younger cast members this season. That monologue was not one of them.</p>
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Body: <p>

You&rsquo;d have to be the dumbest person alive to have someone tell you what Will told Mike and think he was talking about someone else.</p><p>It’s not even that it was meant as something for only viewers to pick up on, because Jonathan knew what was up.</p><p>So, is Mike really that stupid, or is there more going on here than they’re telling us?</p><p>And now, Mike probably feels like El indeed <i><b>needs </b></i>him, and he has to stay with her to keep her going.</p><p>Sigh, not to get myself in trouble again, but could that be a plot thread?<a href="https://spookywitchnerd24.tumblr.com/" title="spookywitchnerd24"><br/></a><br/></p>
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<p>This is just a twist of the knife, really.</p>
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Body: <p>Not that I think I hold any particular sway, especially on those who may engage in harassment, but I want to tell people to lay off attacking the actors on more visible social media.</p><p>I’m frustrated. God knows I am. But, at the end of the day, these actors are people doing a job. I don’t understand why they said what they did. I don’t understand why they’d prop Will’s story up as beautiful and hint that it would get some good development.</p><p>What I do know, though, is that nothing is gained by going after them on social media. Noah especially is young and has very little role in the show at this point. I suppose it’s understandable that he’d latch onto the only thing his character even has in order to interact with fans.</p><p>Please use this forum to vent. It’s not like celebrities really come here.</p><p>It’s a shitty situation. We don’t have to make it shittier with our behavior.</p>
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<p>That’s only part of the problem, though. The post he’s apparently replying to also brings up the fact that Will’s feelings were used as a plot device to further Mike and El’s relationship. I feel like <i>that </i>is the bigger kick in the balls than him just not being able to speak openly about his feelings.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/willbyersapologist/688596637178904576">willbyersapologist</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i have a question. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1029" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fd7867b9cc0e393ffce983d3871d3c5a/3debc38fb6af09ea-8f/s640x960/ad480878d83202708ea9cb8aebcb98c275606b07.jpg" data-orig-height="1029" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div><p>?????????? </p></blockquote>
<p>Seriously&hellip;</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://untornasol.tumblr.com/post/688596738408316928/so-what-if-will-speech-about-els-feelings-for" class="tumblr_blog">untornasol</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>mike feelings</h1><p>So, what if Will speech about El’s feelings for Mike (that is nothing more than how truly Will feels)   resonated in Mike’s mind and make him believe he loves El in a romantic way. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="347" data-orig-width="706"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/67949e275b996160eeebedb1e5c2af15/280447411ad612e9-cc/s2048x3072/820f2b99faf16be6db87d0a217510b2f5def0fa7.png" data-orig-height="347" data-orig-width="706" data-media-key="67949e275b996160eeebedb1e5c2af15:280447411ad612e9-cc"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="346" data-orig-width="714"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b83f72133860c01e05db28b4ccf157a7/280447411ad612e9-22/s2048x3072/3ffb100fd038c6c3df48842e22efb58eef6b27cd.png" data-orig-height="346" data-orig-width="714" data-media-key="b83f72133860c01e05db28b4ccf157a7:280447411ad612e9-22"/></figure><p>But, in fact he liked what Will told him and he wanted to believe his relationship with El still works. Only time will tell i guess. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="348" data-orig-width="709"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0d5b68262cceda32dd06bf97cc13a9f1/280447411ad612e9-7e/s2048x3072/55fa3afabe1c159cfbbc5e1dcab4a7cf38e15200.png" data-orig-height="348" data-orig-width="709" data-media-key="0d5b68262cceda32dd06bf97cc13a9f1:280447411ad612e9-7e"/></figure><p>In vol 2 i felt that something wasn’t 100% right in Mileven relationship, maybe the distance(? I don’t know. On the other hand, i felt will and mike weren’t 100% honest about their feeling for each other. <b>Will OF COURSE has romantic feelings for Mike</b>. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="687" data-orig-width="1374"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/84986c24f4ae34444c0b0476a1c112f5/280447411ad612e9-14/s2048x3072/e97f8e49b9676fefad222fb41dc514e371740cfe.png" data-orig-height="687" data-orig-width="1374" data-media-key="84986c24f4ae34444c0b0476a1c112f5:280447411ad612e9-14"/></figure><p><b>What about Mike? It’s not clear</b>. Why he treated Will so crudely at the beggining of the season, Mike just apologized saying “oh well, hawkings it’s different without you, i miss u bro” but nothing more. In fact, Mike didn’t really answer clearly why he was acting so weird around Will. In my opinion, Mike isn’t sure about how he really feels, but stays with El beacuse she is his comfort zone. Mike even said that he is afraid El realizes that she doesn’t need him anymore.</p></blockquote>
<p>It would need to be revealed that Mike saw through Will in this scene, only he chose not to say anything, for there to be any hope left. Will laid his soul bare, even if he had to disguise it, and his words seemed to genuinely reach Mike. </p><p>Will did have to urge Mike to talk when El was in the tub, so it’s theoretically possible that Mike simply channeled his feelings for Will into the speech, but I refuse to get my hopes up again.</p><p>The main problem I have is that they didn’t do <i>anything</i> hinting that Mike might love Will in volume 2. Maybe he saw through what Will was telling him (El did tell Mike that she didn’t know what the painting was), but all that tells us is that he might now know how Will feels, but he’s doing what Jonathan is doing by not prying. It tells us nothing about his own feelings.</p>
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Body: <p>So many questions, but I refuse to get my hopes up again.</p><p>Why do Mike and Will stand together like the other two couples at the end?</p><p>Why did Will and Henry draw the exact same drawing?</p><p>Why is Mike so goddamn clueless that he doesn&rsquo;t realize Will lied about the painting?</p><p>Why does Mike&rsquo;s monologue sound so much like it was meant for Will?</p><p>Why the goddamn heart to hearts?</p><p>Why did Mike get choked up talking to Will in his room?</p><p>Why did Mike seem to realize something when Will said it&rsquo;s hard to be open and tell people how you feel because they might not like the truth?</p><p>Mike&rsquo;s excuse for not saying he loved her had nothing to do with her not liking the truth.</p><p>It&rsquo;s like they wrote two completely different stories at the same time.</p><p>It really is baiting, if not in the traditional sense. They wanted us to think it was coming. I just don&rsquo;t understand why. Any publicity they may get from this won&rsquo;t be positive.</p>
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<p>Sigh, don’t&hellip;</p><p>Don’t show me parallels that are only going to come back to burn me.</p>
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Body: <p>Of course, what they did with Robin wasn&rsquo;t much better.</p><p>They basically put her through a fast forwarded version of what Will is dealing with. She likes someone, but that girl has a boyfriend, and she has to get her heart broken seeing them together. But, hey, it&rsquo;s ok because things aren&rsquo;t quite as perfect for them as they seem.</p><p>I guess this is what we&rsquo;re supposed to be happy about. Maybe, just maybe, Vickie is actually into Robin. It probably won&rsquo;t even get any development. This is just as far as they&rsquo;re apparently willing to go. It&rsquo;s just how things were for gays in the 80s, right?</p>
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Body: <p>El told Mike that Will was painting, but wouldn&rsquo;t show it to her. She guessed it was for a girl, indicating that she had no clue what the painting was.</p><p>Mike still apparently bought Will&rsquo;s misdirect that the painting was El&rsquo;s suggestion, that it was about what El felt.</p><p>Of course, the Duffer&rsquo;s forgot Will&rsquo;s birthday, so they probably forgot this detail, too.</p>
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Body: <p>What really sucks is that there would only really be one explanation for Mike&rsquo;s behavior and monologue that could still lead to Byler:</p><p>If he only said it because Will told him to, and he really said what he felt about Will.</p><p>The problem is that this would make Mike out to be an incredible asshole. I mean, he sort of is already considering how he said the day Will went missing is now the day his life began since it led to him meeting El. It&rsquo;s ok, though, because gay people are allowed to suffer like that.</p><p>His speech to El was similar, though less emotional, to the one he gave Will in season 2. It&rsquo;s suspicious that he&rsquo;s apparently channeling all of this onto her now, but it is what it is. It&rsquo;s infuriating because they built up Mike being afraid to lose Will for years, only to lead to this.</p><p>There really are no breadcrumbs this time, though. There&rsquo;s nothing left that hints that Will&rsquo;s love could be returned. The trail has gone cold.</p><p>As painful as it is, I&rsquo;m afraid we&rsquo;ve lost. If, by some chance, we haven&rsquo;t, then it will just come off as very contrived. People won&rsquo;t believe it, defeating whatever point they&rsquo;d be trying to make.</p><p>I may stop updating this blog. I haven&rsquo;t decided yet. If so, then farewell, and thanks for the memories.</p>
Tags: byler, stranger things 4 spoilers

Post id: 688591199413600256
Date: 2022-07-01 16:09:01 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/688591199413600256
Slug: i-think-what-bothers-me-most-about-the-byler
Reblog key: 3O0bBbyL
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I think what bothers me most about the Byler situation is that it flies in the face of everything we were lead to think.</p><p>There was nothing “beautiful” about Will’s love for Mike, unless you find his utter sadness at watching Mike slip away to be beautiful.</p><p>There was nothing to smile about.</p><p>There was nothing to say “you’ll see” about.</p><p>There was nothing being “built up.”</p><p>There was no “acceptance and mutual understanding.”</p><p>It was not really addressed, at all. It was just more strongly hinted at.</p><p>It ended up not actually being important.</p><p>It was all a plot device, a way to get Mike to tell El he loves her, so that she could find the strength to beat the monster again.</p><p>There’s even still room for fans to say Will isn’t gay. The painting was still vague enough, since it was the entire Party, for people to say that Will just misses his childhood and his friends.</p><p>I don’t know how the Duffers thought this was ok to do, but I don’t think I’m down for another two years of this.</p><p>I had hope. For once, I actually thought I was going to get a story where the gay kid in love with his best friend would actually get to be happy.</p><p>The evidence really seemed to be there, and the marketing only seemed to back it up.</p><p>My hope is gone. It’s a terrible feeling to know I can never expect anything good from a non-”gay” TV show again.</p><p>My hope is gone, and I hate that. I hate them. Strong words, perhaps, but true ones, all the same.</p>
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Body: <p>Duffers: You have to write the best story, not just what people want.</p><p>Also the Duffers: *writing the safest, most fan-servicey plot imaginable*</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/deeplyunnerving/688583349454897152">deeplyunnerving</a>:</p><blockquote><p>okay okay one last thing before I get much needed sleep:</p><p>I&rsquo;m losing my mind at the writing of Mike&rsquo;s &lsquo;monologue&rsquo;.  Like &ldquo;when I met you I feel like that&rsquo;s when my life started 😍 you know, in the forest where I was searching for my potentially dead best friend&rdquo;. Like. That was a romantic moment for you, really? That was the big thing? Fuckin&rsquo;&hellip; Yikes!  </p></blockquote>
<p>I think what bothers me most is that was supposed to be some great monologue?</p><p>It’s bad enough that he took inspiration from Will for this moment. It’s bad enough he basically said finding El was the best thing he’s ever done. But he also made the worst day of Will’s life into the best day of his own&hellip;</p><p>RIGHT IN FRONT OF WILL!</p><p>I know Mike is clueless, but goddamn.</p><p>“But we love Will, really we do.”</p><p>Fuck you, Duffers. You made his entire existence a plot device for Mike and El’s benefit.</p>
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Body: <p>Letter to Willy.</p><p>To whoever decided on that title, fuck you.</p>
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Reblog key: YYVYA7yj
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Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>What exactly was “episode 9&hellip;you’ll have to wait and see” or whatever Noah said?</p><p>There was nothing.</p><p>I realize the kid was getting asked questions, but he did nothing to help the situation here.</p>
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Reblog name: 
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Body: <!-- more --><p>And don’t get me fucking started on them doing exactly what I feared most:</p><p>El being overpowered, only to suddenly get the power she needed, just when she needed it.</p><p>Dynamite storytelling, guys.</p>
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Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>I’m sorry, but can someone help me out here. That painting didn’t look like the, admitted blurry, image we saw in episode 1.</p>
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Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I am trying&hellip;</p><p>very hard&hellip;</p><p>to not get angry&hellip;</p><p>at a 17 year old right now.</p>
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Body: <p>A nearly three year journey ends tomorrow, and I&rsquo;m glad I had you all to share it with me.</p><p>Another roughly two year journey begins tomorrow, and I hope we&rsquo;ll be keeping each other company again.</p>
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Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/enamouredless/688530869326151680
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/enamouredless/688530869326151680">enamouredless</a>:</p><blockquote><p>joyce being stuck in russia and lonnie getting custody of will&hellip;s5 taking place after a huge time jump from s4&hellip;. will having to hide his sexuality + his relationship w mike from his dad living in constant fear and how all this is gonna change him as a person&hellip;</p></blockquote>
<p>Somehow, that feels even worse than Will dying.</p>
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Body: <p>I hate that I’m so used to disappointment in LGBT representation that my brain is basically going into overdrive coming up with ways to explain away the titles in the score. It’s a defense mechanism meant to protect me from disappointment, but how sad is it that it’s gotten that bad? My brain legit thinks it has to protect me because it thinks there’s no way they’d give us happy Byler.</p><p>Your move, Duffers.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://will80sbyers.tumblr.com/post/688519876120330240/can-you-imagine-if-they-kill-the-only-two-gay">will80sbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>can you imagine if they kill the only two gay characters </p></blockquote>
<p>The sad thing is, yes, I <i>can </i>imagine them doing that. That’s just how potentially important a moment tomorrow is for LGBT representation. </p><p>It shouldn’t be this easy for me to imagine them doing it, so they need to help undo that sort of conditioning.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/688516000879083521">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://href.li/?https://mobile.twitter.com/byersfamilyb/status/1542599730915446784">https://mobile.twitter.com/byersfamilyb/status/1542599730915446784</a></p><div class="npf_row"><div><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1502" data-orig-width="1096"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/831e2d3ee3e926eedc29a3a50eff0ba4/bcd589ec4b169a9f-dc/s640x960/745942ae6cc7fa9aca343382872280c21ade3dda.jpg" data-orig-height="1502" data-orig-width="1096" alt="in the closet (at rink o mania) pic.twitter.com/KYqdrsTbux

— kate (@byersfamilyb) June 30, 2022"><span class="tmblr-alt-text-helper">ALT</span></figure><p class="tmblr-attribution"><a href="https://twitter.com/byersfamilyb/status/1542599730915446784" class="post_info_link post_source_app" _target="blank" rel="nofollow">View on Twitter</a></p></div></div><p>Guys…in the closet starts playing when Will is skating by himself…it then kicks in when MIKE says ‘maybe you should have reached out more, I don’t know. Why is this on me? Why am I the bad guy?’ </p><p>It could so easily have kicked in at ‘and us?’. Why when MIKE was talking? </p><p>Oh…<i>oh, Mike.</i></p><p>God, I want to give that boy a hug </p></blockquote>
<p>It’s nice to see them being less coy about Will, I guess.</p><p>We need something more substantial for Mike now.</p>
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Reblog key: yVedv4p8
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I swear to god, if they use Dear Willy for a parallel with Mike reading a letter at Will’s grave, only for Mike to then get up and leave hand-in-hand with El&hellip;</p><p>I’ll personally be distributing torches and pitchforks.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bylerberries/688513877514813440">bylerberries</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Mike&rsquo;s monologue might be him reading a letter to Will?? This could be good or bad. Here are some options that come to mind:</p><p>1.) Mike&rsquo;s reading the letter out loud for closure (like Max at Billy&rsquo;s grave) because Will is unalive/missing/in the Upside Down.</p><p>2.) Will&rsquo;s reading the letter, but we hear Mike voicing it (like El with Hopper&rsquo;s letter at the end of s3). Because Mike is unalive/missing/in the Upside Down.</p><p>3.) Mike has had the letter with him since he arrived in Cali, similar to how Will&rsquo;s being carrying around his painting. And Mike reads it to Will when he gets Vecna&rsquo;d.</p><p>4.) Something happens to both Will and Mike and El finds the letter in Mike&rsquo;s bedroom or in his luggage, and it&rsquo;s Mike&rsquo;s voicing it again (again, like Hopper in s3).</p><p>But either way, it&rsquo;ll end with &lsquo;Love, Mike.&rsquo;</p></blockquote>
<p>I’m becoming more and more set on this being Mike’s monologue. Like you, though, all my scenarios are tragic.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/blueeandyellowmakesgreen/688512865754316800">blueeandyellowmakesgreen</a>:</p><blockquote><p>mike dont tell me your term of endearment for will once you start dating is ’willy’ ill kick your twig ass to the curb</p></blockquote>
<p>No, it’ll be him calling him Willy because he wants to “turn back the clock” to when it was easy to love him without judgment. Mike totally called him Willy when they were younger.</p>
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Reblog key: Dt0YYURU
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Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I need someone with access to the soundtrack to listen to Unambiguous True Love and tell me if it’s something we heard in volume 1.</p>
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Reblog url: 
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Title: 
Body: <p>I’m no fan of Collider, but they did get early looks at season 4, so they know more about this season than I do. Now they posted an article stating that season 4 does indeed get a massive 80-track score.</p><p><a href="https://collider.com/stranger-things-4-score-album-release-date-kyle-dixon-michael-stein/">https://collider.com/stranger-things-4-score-album-release-date-kyle-dixon-michael-stein/</a><br/></p>
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Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/willthewise7/688510928266870784">willthewise7</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Letter to Willy is actually played during the Dear Billy scene with Max reading the letter. Just worked it out. </p></blockquote>
<p>That’s very odd. Either it’s a strange typo, or it’s a song used for two scenes. As if we needed more reasons to compare Will and Billy.</p><p>But I did notice other typos in that track list. That’s why I considered it fake. The capitalization is somewhat inconsistent, and they spell Munson as Munsen.</p><p>Then again, there’s always the lower case L in “The First I love You.” Maybe that wasn’t intentional, after all.</p>
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<p>I am highly, <b>highly</b>, <b><i>HIGHLY </i></b>skeptical of this.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://rebelspykatie.tumblr.com/post/688506429807771649/stranger-things-wills-birthday-t-shirt">rebelspykatie</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1212" data-orig-width="920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/87959d9a5f543d5fe1e146a8ca0ff97e/df2abed997278cac-a0/s640x960/6c968255b33000863158480a21b4a15f0da4cbbc.jpg" data-orig-height="1212" data-orig-width="920"/></figure></div><p>Not to alarm you byler nation, but uh what the fuck is this shirt I just found on HerUniverse?? Have the duffers just been lying this whole time??? I’m gonna pass out. </p><p class="npf_link" data-npf="{&quot;type&quot;:&quot;link&quot;,&quot;url&quot;:&quot;https://href.li/?https://www.heruniverse.com/product/stranger-things-wills-birthday-t-shirt/19551670.html&quot;,&quot;display_url&quot;:&quot;https://href.li/?https://www.heruniverse.com/product/stranger-things-wills-birthday-t-shirt/19551670.html&quot;,&quot;title&quot;:&quot;Stranger Things Will's Birthday T-Shirt | HerUniverse&quot;,&quot;description&quot;:&quot;Commerce Cloud Storefront Reference Architecture&quot;,&quot;site_name&quot;:&quot;heruniverse.com&quot;}"><a href="https://href.li/?https://www.heruniverse.com/product/stranger-things-wills-birthday-t-shirt/19551670.html" target="_blank">Stranger Things Will&rsquo;s Birthday T-Shirt | HerUniverse</a></p></blockquote>
<p>Poking around the site a bit, particular the About Us section, tells me that this is basically glorified fanart. They purchase licenses to produce apparel based around various properties. None of it is official. It not likely they have any inside info. This just means we have a Will fan working at that company.</p>
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Body: <p>People sad about my latest post should remember that, while Noah said episode 8 would be sad for Mike and Will, we were told to just wait and see regarding episode 9.</p><p>If something is going to happen that helps Mike put the pieces together, it will happen in episode 9. I don&rsquo;t think we&rsquo;ll get anything too clear (sorry, no kiss), but I think we&rsquo;ll end up with Will&rsquo;s feelings confirmed and hints that Mike feels the same way.</p><p>Personally, I fully expect Will to get Tranced, leading to Mike just losing his shit. I&rsquo;m talking full &ldquo;I can&rsquo;t lose you again! Don&rsquo;t you dare leave me!&rdquo; losing his shit.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler

Post id: 688497842101338112
Date: 2022-06-30 15:25:08 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/688497842101338112
Slug: with-the-whole-youre-the-heart-track-and-noah
Reblog key: u2z869gr
Reblog url: 
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Body: <p>With the whole &ldquo;You&rsquo;re the Heart&rdquo; track, and Noah saying that Mike and Will have a sad talk in episode 8, I think I have an idea of what happens.</p><p>Mike feels useless, unable to help and love El like he thinks he&rsquo;s supposed to. Will decides to give him a pep talk, saying that they&rsquo;d all fall apart without him. He puts all his feelings out on the table, though not clearly enough for an obvious Mike to see. The talk gives Mike some confidence, and he decides to go talk to El.</p><p>This is where the scene from the trailer comes in where Will is crying on Jonathan&rsquo;s shoulder. Will is upset because, as much as he already thinks Mike loves El, he basically just helped them sort through their problems. He thinks this will just lead back to where things were, with Mike ignoring him and being lovey dovey with El. It&rsquo;s one thing to accept that your &ldquo;straight&rdquo; best friend won&rsquo;t return your feelings, but it&rsquo;s another thing entirely to help him and your sister be happy together at your own expense.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://colorsblendd.tumblr.com/post/688495308774277120">colorsblendd</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Do these have anything to do with the other?</p><p><a href="https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=lHSi6qVxUV4">https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=lHSi6qVxUV4</a></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1052" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2f65ca19139fb8c6baf6053dd5093b59/fd533a96ddbd458c-12/s640x960/00e4ab9cfc05e34f47ff7fce6e646dafd31ab3c2.png" data-orig-height="1052" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="263"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/95a965d58c619623db7348cc03e8043e/fd533a96ddbd458c-1a/s640x960/f786991a2a613a5d50f6c54e81e0bf9576f7cd8a.png" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="263"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>I&rsquo;m sure it&rsquo;s connected. Will probably refers to Mike as the heart of the group. I do remember reading somewhere, I think, Noah saying Will tries to help Mike so he can help El. This is probably part of that.</p>
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Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>I maintain that the best way to free Will from his Trance would be for Mike to sing Boys Don’t Cry. Not only does the poster in his room suggest that Will likes the song, but the lyrics are absolutely things that Mike needs to say to him. </p><p>Bonus points if singing it causes things to start falling into place for Mike.</p><figure class="tmblr-embed tmblr-full" data-provider="youtube" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200" data-url="https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F5POclKYqjDI"><iframe width="540" height="303" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/5POclKYqjDI?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen="" title="The cure Boys don't cry (acoustic)"></iframe></figure>
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Body: <p>Underappreciated parallel:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="736" data-orig-width="736"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/66ec10ef2a267cb670a74afc57704f1c/e660ae978977f12f-11/s540x810/9eabd93251d093e0ef447081be5217cd6c50870d.jpg" data-orig-height="736" data-orig-width="736"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="370" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5d608c5c9e05b39efee53bff20f183f3/e660ae978977f12f-a9/s540x810/091b1e82dff5b675caa3b427c2ce0d7d6775e31e.png" data-orig-height="370" data-orig-width="540"/></figure>
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Reblog url: https://homieswithhades.tumblr.com/post/688420553657319424/netflix-youre-paying-for-my-therapy
Reblog name: homieswithhades
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://homieswithhades.tumblr.com/post/688420553657319424/netflix-youre-paying-for-my-therapy">homieswithhades</a>:</p><blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="916" data-orig-width="1634" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_re95mu3TW31vcz1cs_720.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_re95mu3TW31vcz1cs_720.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":1634,"height":916},"poster":[{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_re95mu3TW31vcz1cs_frame1.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":1634,"height":916}],"filmstrip":{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/previews/tumblr_re95mu3TW31vcz1cs_filmstrip.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":2000,"height":112}}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_re95mu3TW31vcz1cs_frame1.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_re95mu3TW31vcz1cs_720.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure><p>netflix you&rsquo;re paying for my therapy </p></blockquote>
<p>Mike has to stop and swallow multiple times to keep himself together.</p><p>It’s the same thing we see him do when he talks to Will in season 4 before the shootout.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/november6th1983/688357980172877824">november6th1983</a>:</p><blockquote><p>How do you forget a birthday when it was mentioned during the same scene as mike’s swing story which is what will’s painting will (probably) be based off of like did the duffer bros remember that whole story without looking back at the footage and if so how did they remember that very detailed story but not the BIRTHDAY!!?? </p></blockquote>
<p>I&rsquo;m not totally convinced they forgot.</p><p>When Will gets Tranced, I think he might use the very memories that saved him from the Mindflayer against him. The same three stories that Joyce, Jonathan, and Mike told him.</p><p>Vecna will remind Will that everyone forgot his birthday (Joyce&rsquo;s story).</p><p>He&rsquo;ll tell Will that Lonnie left because of him, and his family blames him for it (Jonathan&rsquo;s story).</p><p>He&rsquo;ll tell him that Mike regrets being his friend (Mike&rsquo;s story).</p><p>Those would be three very painful things that would strike right at Will&rsquo;s most insecure thoughts. I just don&rsquo;t know how they&rsquo;d explain nobody mentioning his birthday.</p><p>Maybe they had something planned for Sunday? Mike did react to Joyce&rsquo;s sudden trip with &ldquo;Tomorrow?!&rdquo;</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/688355834487521280">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>I just have this strange feeling of&hellip; danger while looking at this.</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1705"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e79813600a750620812b1306517f38d1/64836ed9b19c1d2e-5d/s640x960/b002e37d3c2c799ab5c35ed292126abde36e6977.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1705"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/27abec1b50f915773baf46b41da61c6e/64836ed9b19c1d2e-cc/s640x960/dafa3707301ccabc34c19ecf9aa4540b025f5b9d.jpg" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p><b>This storyline feels really a tad too perfect&hellip;</b></p><p><b>Red bicycle, you still haunt my deepest dreams though.</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1560" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/176c8d6c13ba90b9e8899cba30ce6c00/64836ed9b19c1d2e-f8/s640x960/ebf07aba74d34fdeaf3f48a3ccf6d36dcbfd8cd2.jpg" data-orig-height="1560" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p><b>All of this is something important; about something important. I just can&rsquo;t put all of it on what exactly.  &gt;.&lt;</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="281" data-orig-width="499"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c8fefded343d758476e6f4dbf714b62b/64836ed9b19c1d2e-e9/s640x960/1cfd609d948f92e9d6b2f135b318b557cf1645cd.gif" data-orig-height="281" data-orig-width="499"/></figure></div><p><b>It smells like danger but what type of danger ? AARGH!!!! Mind, you need to work this out, this is our boy we are talking about!</b></p></blockquote>
<p>That top photo bugs me because I don’t remember seeing it happen at any point before the shootout. I figured it was just a promotional shot or a deleted bit, though. I thought Will was just reaching for his backpack strap, but, now that I look at it again, I think he may be starting to reach up towards his neck.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strawberrybyers/688354388071301120">strawberrybyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>hardcore believer in the idea of mike being jealous of will’s “crush” that el told him about. i mean mix jealously with struggling with your sexuality and starting to acknowledge you’re in love with your best friend and yeah that explains <i>a lot.</i> </p><p>also, why has he never mentioned anything to will about this girl that el told him about? idk with my friends i want to know everything about their potential new boo, so why isn’t mike asking anything about it? makes sense if you’re jealous that you don’t want to hear the person you’re in love with talk about somebody else!! and since mike thinks will likes a girl, wouldn’t he have been more open about the fact he can’t say i love you to el in hopes that will is now on a level where he could understand and give targeted advice? he referred to it as “if i had just said that <i>thing</i>” like why not say you couldn’t say i love you? a door was opened in that moment for mike to say “hey el told me you like someone. are you going to ask her out? do you love her? for some reason i wasn’t able to say i love you to el” but he doesn’t mention any of those things? </p><p>anyways poor mike is internalizing his jealously thinking will is out there crushing on somebody else and giving paintings to them when he used to be the one to receive will’s artwork. just wait until he finds out the person will has a crush on is HIM! that the painting is for HIM! he’s going to gay panic so hard to the point he shuts down or becomes a babbling mess </p></blockquote>
<p>I really think there’s a possibility that the “sad” conversation between Mike and Will in episode 8 will revolve around the fact that Mike thinks the painting is for some mystery girl. I can see Mike getting jealous if Will gets protective of the painting, causing a fight where Mike overreacts. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/willthewise7/688353950951473152">willthewise7</a>:</p><blockquote><h2><b>Marketing Analysis of Byler</b></h2><p><i>Marketing Concepts and Theory</i></p><p>Before I begin analysing the actual marketing content used by Netflix and Stranger Things for Byler, I’d like to mention some basic marketing concepts and theory which are used. </p><p>One of the main techniques used by marketers is Classical Conditioning, a theory originally conceptualised by Pavlov. In brief, this theory states that you can increase attention and understanding to whatever you are marketing by using associations. For example; McDonald’s use branding such as their Golden Arches and logo. When a consumer sees this logo you immediately think of McDonald’s right? You may also think of burgers, fries and just food in general. But then comes the hunger associated with just simply seeing this logo, your brain associates it with pleasure and hunger. So marketers can use key associations to help consumers understand their products through emotional connections and psychological connections. This helps to not only formulate better understanding but also to increase attention and awareness. If people don’t understand your products or have no connection, usually they won’t use your service or buy your products.</p><p>So before I begin analysing marketing conducted for Stranger Things, I just want to put the above into context. It’s clear that the Duffer Brothers have planned this story out and they have already now told Netflix executives the ending of season 5. With this in mind, they would inform Netflix and social media administrators as to which content they should produce. Note, however, that they would not tell them the plot as this could lead to unwanted leaks. They can push for certain content to be produced though, which I believe is happening.</p><p>Stranger Things and Netflix accounts therefore would publish certain content to hint to the audience as to what is happening next. Taking Classical Conditioning and psychological connections into account, they would post Byler related content to help the general audience to gain a further understanding of the potential for Byler. Over time, using a reinforcement strategy in marketing has shown to increase positive reception and connotations amongst consumers. By feeding Byler content over time, this allows them to soften the potential for a backlash and so the general audience simply cannot say that it “came out of nowhere”. </p><p><i>Analysis of Marketing Content</i></p><p>To start let’s look at some of the content that was released pre-season 3. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="960"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/04ddc759e764123b205fd910cd5f7a3b/2e742c9f2e50857c-5c/s640x960/7da05fd973c346aad9830e73d3d2d77e3f8c1f9a.gif" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="960"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="960"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/44b486b6a69a3f1fd30712635cfbcf63/2e742c9f2e50857c-e2/s640x960/24f83eb9853510ab4c0dc4380940f7ff83b44615.gif" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="960"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="960"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d3711b1341c5a408e7f2b89531e648e4/2e742c9f2e50857c-e9/s640x960/34e2d5cdc297e077ac7a2639fde109151de4c973.gif" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="960"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="960"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cc5314ab0c5053bd2c52d7bd9ccfd893/2e742c9f2e50857c-4c/s640x960/b944dea58dfc84df058a558b79b24f516e28c5d3.gif" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="960"/></figure></div><p>As you can see above this photoshoot was conducted pre-season 3. What is interesting is the couple choices above. You have Jopper, Lumax and Jancy which are all likely to be endgame couples. It’s important to note they were important pairings to each other in season 3 too. What’s interesting is Mike and Will doing a couple shoot? If that’s not intentional marketing then someone needs to be fired, because that is obvious. To me it looks like they are subtly promoting Byler as an endgame couple. Additionally, Millie was apparently available at the time, yet they still chose Byler. Those who use surface level analysis will, of course, not notice but this is not the only material promoted.</p><p>Next we have an interesting excerpt from the SFX section of a magazine for season 3. You can see it reads “boy trouble”. Interestingly, they decided to use boy trouble instead of girl trouble to summarise Mikes story arc in season 3. Foreshadowing perhaps? Clever marketing ahain it seems. You may say it’s a stretch but “everything is intentional”. In marketing I can assure you, you are told all of the small details to include by the creators or hierarchy. These promotions take a lot of work.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="939" data-orig-width="571"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3fc2962f029d57720a04cf9702749f70/2e742c9f2e50857c-00/s640x960/741fb5b00901f4153712f8a39dad1b9cfb097abe.jpg" data-orig-height="939" data-orig-width="571"/></figure></div><p>Moving on to the next piece, this is from the game Puzzle Tales (Chapter 7). </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="667" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5c958cc8450d87d8b34b932f1b3da90f/2e742c9f2e50857c-a7/s640x960/b4f6d5d452fb0e70eac090a3f6ddcfcc54df3895.png" data-orig-height="667" data-orig-width="500"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b9bf6dbf87b2e150f4eff95514145779/2e742c9f2e50857c-f4/s640x960/013b1e5f7346e9883d1a14bbe547d2a551b62b16.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p>Interestingly, this part of the game was seemingly from Wills perspective and Mike is referred to as being “boyfriend material”.  “Flayed boyfriend” is also used for Mike. Again this is a piece of internal marketing used inside the game to condition people to assume the possibility of Byler being a thing. You may say, do people really pick up on this? Some do, yes. Do lots of others? No, not explicitly, but perhaps subconsciously. You see, marketing is all about subconscious influence. Even if you think something has not influenced you in any way, it’s likely to have had an impact. Whilst you may think Byler will be unpopular, many will come round to the idea because of the marketing used, alongside of course clever onscreen subtext and Easter eggs.</p><p>Lastly, some more recent promotions that have really hinted at Byler.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1145" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8ec2d0eb2fcf7a3ae140e6aa59518664/2e742c9f2e50857c-26/s640x960/7fecce5fad25bba6c0db5b039547a29cff2cdf94.jpg" data-orig-height="1145" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div><p>I mean just read the caption, it speaks volumes. But the fact they are really trying to get the message across of Will being a third wheel and there being a love triangle involved, is obvious. Alongside the subtext, they are using marketing content like this to demonstrate further to the audience that something is happening here and it needs to be noticed. Ambiguous captions draw people in and get conversations started, allowing people to work it out for themselves. This allows people to start getting adjusted to the idea, especially if they have no clue about it. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1136" data-orig-width="812"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a7aba2e5cb29d20071aedb1f05284028/2e742c9f2e50857c-47/s640x960/9d6182134e3fb1cc52aeaaf953b901da4b444fe5.jpg" data-orig-height="1136" data-orig-width="812"/></figure></div><p>This next promotion post I love because it’s subtle yet, so obvious at the same time. Just to clarify, they aren’t saying that they prefer season 3 compared to 4 in the caption. The arrow is used to show that in both seasons they are having a fight and the scenes are paralleled. Clever, using marketing to show subtext in the show for those who missed it. They are trying to illustrate to the audience that these fights are very significant and are closely associated with Byler. Both fights were based around their relationship and how distant Mike is making himself due to his relationship with El. We are being told that this relationship is causing problems not just to Mike and El, but to his friends and best friends too, but mainly Will. </p><p>Mike deflects his emotions onto Will in both of these scenes. In season 3 he says “it’s not my fault you don’t like girls” and “what did you think, really, that we were never going to get girlfriends”. This sounds like he’s deflecting his own issues and making them Wills fault and projecting himself onto Will. The girlfriends line is used in association with growing up as that was, in the 80s, seen as the “normal” thing to do. But being aware of that Mike simply knows it’s not true, so he projects. Same with season 4. He says Will is “being a douche” and that maybe he should’ve “reached out more”. Mike is scared of his feelings and so he projects them, making it seem like Will is the problem. He creates distance so he doesen’t have to face the truth. So paralleling this and using it in marketing is clever as it’s reiterating what the show wants you to see and understand, conditioning you to make these associations and realise what’s happening. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="658" data-orig-width="827"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2cd19651055077284ef8230167fe2fb0/2e742c9f2e50857c-f0/s640x960/f4a5b0a88f872dd9b787d2648db7015b4a47a73d.jpg" data-orig-height="658" data-orig-width="827"/></figure></div><p>This last post I wanted to use because not only do I find this funny, it’s one of the most blatantly obvious pieces of marketing. Actors are sometimes informed by either the writers, producers or anyone with that power to hint at certain plot-lines or to make certain social media posts. By doing so, it creates hype and gives the audience an insight into the direction of the show moving forwards. This post shows Noah hinting at volume 2 having even more Byler content and that volume 1 made him ship Byler over all of the other ships. The Netflix reply, however, is pure gold dust, “Will deserves to receive the same love he gives”. They emphasise the caption with hand claps in between each word. They want you to realise that just having Will love Mike wouldn’t be a worthy story and that he deserves more than it just being a one sided crush. Reciprocation is deserved, and is highlighted with this piece of marketing. </p><p>Before anyone says that you should take Netflix Geeked posts with a pinch of salt, I do believe that they are told to hype up certain content on purpose. Whilst you can argue maybe they just have that opinion for the reply, it’s more of the fact that they are fuelling the hype that speaks volumes, not the caption itself. They didn’t have to comment at all, yet they have been told they need to hype up Byler. This is because they need to condition the audience to the idea of it happening. That way, people can slowly adjust and accept it. </p><p>Overall, I would’ve analysed more but I ran out of photo space. I picked out the most interesting marketing material that I believe hints strongly at Byler. Many are worried about queer baiting due to past experience, I totally get that. I do agree that if Byler is one-sided, then it is queer baiting. However, I don’t think Byler is queer bait. The way that all of the cast, crew and social media admins go to great lengths to emphasise Byler, that’s not a coincidence or hype scheme. They use great subtext and marketing alongside, to slowly introduce the idea of Byler, so that the general audience is not shocked and give it a negative reception. Another reason as to why it’s a slow burn. Although the Duffers did recently state that they are writing the story “that feels right” and are not giving into “the noise”. I think that just demonstrates, alongside this post, that this is not queer bait. This is different to before. Everything that is happening is intentional, we are meant to notice. Start believing, not dreaming!</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/688351657146335232">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p>This Twitter user got hold of the pilot script - also available here: </p><div class="npf_row"><div><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="670" data-orig-width="1096"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/227876d5a78ed0a793c45fd6b3d2ece1/b515cbffd975a9ab-7f/s640x960/951ebf0d7cd16f3782e8da3685b3e4507b475a0c.jpg" data-orig-height="670" data-orig-width="1096" alt="best friend in the whole world got me the stranger things pilot script from when it still took place in montauk, new york so here is a thread of interesting things i’m noticing as i read

— pais ST4.2 IN 3 DAYS (@harIskeener) June 27, 2022"><span class="tmblr-alt-text-helper">ALT</span></figure><p class="tmblr-attribution"><a href="https://twitter.com/harIskeener/status/1541513669162549248" class="post_info_link post_source_app" _target="blank" rel="nofollow">View on Twitter</a></p></div></div><p><a href="https://href.li/?https://8flix.com/assets/teleplays/s/tt4574334/Stranger-Things-2016-Season-1-Episode-1-Chapter-One-The-Vanishing-of-Will-Byers-script-teleplay-written-by-The-Duffer-Brothers.pdf">https://8flix.com/assets/teleplays/s/tt4574334/Stranger-Things-2016-Season-1-Episode-1-Chapter-One-The-Vanishing-of-Will-Byers-script-teleplay-written-by-The-Duffer-Brothers.pdf</a></p><p>A few interesting finds: </p><p>Will lived on a beach near Camp Hero (Hawkins Lab), the exchange with Mike about rolling a seven didn’t take place originally, and HIS EYES AND EARS BLED when he was taken. Powers or Vecna? It was designed as a stand-alone but they also wanted to keep it going with the kids as adults: </p><div class="npf_row"><div><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1160" data-orig-width="1096"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/335d70b11dbf9444ea82f9b820f1ce66/b515cbffd975a9ab-be/s640x960/9a54a47a4abfafaa17f97586cf91be2e6956f141.jpg" data-orig-height="1160" data-orig-width="1096" alt="OH ITS THIS SCENE
originally when will was about to be captured his nose and ears began to bleed pic.twitter.com/Ncr7LgcpMH

— pais ST4.2 IN 3 DAYS (@harIskeener) June 27, 2022"><span class="tmblr-alt-text-helper">ALT</span></figure><p class="tmblr-attribution"><a href="https://twitter.com/harIskeener/status/1541517816351825924" class="post_info_link post_source_app" _target="blank" rel="nofollow">View on Twitter</a></p></div></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/65df877e3820dc737b60f310767e5963/b515cbffd975a9ab-6f/s640x960/0ec16e66504c623e06ab5aa729bf6b2c8183673e.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p>Milevens are bitching bc OP was mistaken about Millie coming out with romantic!Mileven - op got confused with her pushing for the snowball kiss. Anything to distract from the shocking fact that not only was she supposed to be kissed by Mike when she was barely out of the lab, as in the show, she was supposed to be TEN to his twelve. </p><div class="npf_row"><div><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1132" data-orig-width="1096"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/00d0893799d0eb6e707f43e27aff3c9c/b515cbffd975a9ab-c8/s640x960/98bf136d75e74ae07af9e322cea6fa64298b1a8e.jpg" data-orig-height="1132" data-orig-width="1096" alt="el was 2 years younger than the party. if i remember right this is why she and mike weren’t originally intended to be together before millie requested it pic.twitter.com/xo4Cm5oWW9

— pais ST4.2 IN 3 DAYS (@harIskeener) June 27, 2022"><span class="tmblr-alt-text-helper">ALT</span></figure><p class="tmblr-attribution"><a href="https://twitter.com/harIskeener/status/1541529872874496000" class="post_info_link post_source_app" _target="blank" rel="nofollow">View on Twitter</a></p></div></div><p>Also, she was supposed to die, that is clear, meaning that a season two with the kids as adults would have continued on without her, and the last line of her description is: if Mike is the Elliot of our show, Eleven is our ‘E.T’ - they kept this in the og show as seen by the makeover scene and the final sacrifice scene. Yeah&hellip; </p><p><a href="https://href.li/?https://www.elitedaily.com/p/eleven-was-supposed-to-die-in-stranger-things-season-1-so-let-that-sink-in-13049832">https://www.elitedaily.com/p/eleven-was-supposed-to-die-in-stranger-things-season-1-so-let-that-sink-in-13049832</a></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c571d543ee34eb51d297a287ff22a389/b515cbffd975a9ab-c0/s640x960/5eb7513a3e36cc33762b63715ba3a23182847f37.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p>Mike was indeed supposed to have a crush on Jennifer Hayes - very interesting that they ended up implying el is the only girl he’s ever liked, and that WILL had a crush on her (not true) </p><div class="npf_row"><div><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1222" data-orig-width="1096"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/740d68da0da5b9c98d4921dd1fd71e79/b515cbffd975a9ab-65/s640x960/2363b189efdc57b075fd8f0c360d2ba8180d2e11.jpg" data-orig-height="1222" data-orig-width="1096" alt="mike seemed to have a crush on jennifer hayes. interesting that they instead made the choice to make mike uninterested in girls until seemingly el. i will see if the “our son with a girl? please” scene is still here pic.twitter.com/gdWankiM4U

— pais ST4.2 IN 3 DAYS (@harIskeener) June 27, 2022"><span class="tmblr-alt-text-helper">ALT</span></figure><p class="tmblr-attribution"><a href="https://twitter.com/harIskeener/status/1541524351652085766" class="post_info_link post_source_app" _target="blank" rel="nofollow">View on Twitter</a></p></div></div><p>Pitch:</p><p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://href.li/?http://www.zen134237.zen.co.uk/Stranger_Things/Stranger_Things_-_Bible.pdf","display_url":"https://href.li/?http://www.zen134237.zen.co.uk/Stranger_Things/Stranger_Things_-_Bible.pdf"}'><a href="https://href.li/?http://www.zen134237.zen.co.uk/Stranger_Things/Stranger_Things_-_Bible.pdf" target="_blank">https://href.li/?http://www.zen134237.zen.co.uk/Stranger_Things/Stranger_Things_-_Bible.pdf</a></p><p>Bc I’m spiteful, not only was the Snowball kiss NOT SUPPOSED to happen, a song about DIVORCE DUE TO INFIDELITY was supposed to play over them dancing, with lyrics like ‘it’s all been a pack of lies’. WILL IS WATCHING THEM….</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ed328b59975dcb1e77d40d83909fc895/b515cbffd975a9ab-f1/s640x960/996c07630187dd9c6b0e74ed54ffb67fe9d3afa8.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5557448d356edaa4d013ff46ab6c099f/b515cbffd975a9ab-57/s640x960/1e38680a74355947f13886a669c6e8ca0d050e42.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4a9fefcecc546fda669965a1d2f2b017/b515cbffd975a9ab-07/s640x960/5d6402a7f118b63fa5001793757f6e599e49de81.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p>While I’m at it, mike’s description is a lil weird. He seems to have been quite worried about not having a girlfriend at TWELVE, and very intriguingly, the description of Will’s worrying about his sexuality is followed with ‘Like Mike, Will escapes…” Mike is described at his best friend elsewhere in the pitch, and is singled out along with Joyce and Jonathan as being especially eager to get him back. I wonder where they would have taken that relationship in the sequels with them as adults - would Will have had feelings for him? Would Mike have been bisexual? </p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MV-PZbPakBJrmdSpQNwNBEw">@willel</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MML7L3vXzYCgY4-S5iJdCAQ">@flip-flop-lover-will-byers</a> I think you guys might find these titbits of interest </p></blockquote>
<p>Nothing new to me, I&rsquo;m afraid, but it&rsquo;s still as interesting now as it was when I first saw it.</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "951ebf0d7cd16f3782e8da3685b3e4507b475a0c.jpg",
 "9a54a47a4abfafaa17f97586cf91be2e6956f141.jpg",
 "0ec16e66504c623e06ab5aa729bf6b2c8183673e.png",
 "98bf136d75e74ae07af9e322cea6fa64298b1a8e.jpg",
 "5eb7513a3e36cc33762b63715ba3a23182847f37.png",
 "2363b189efdc57b075fd8f0c360d2ba8180d2e11.jpg",
 "996c07630187dd9c6b0e74ed54ffb67fe9d3afa8.png",
 "1e38680a74355947f13886a669c6e8ca0d050e42.png",
 "5d6402a7f118b63fa5001793757f6e599e49de81.png"

Post id: 688309485968719872
Date: 2022-06-28 13:31:18 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/688309485968719872
Slug: if-they-dont-show-up-then-the-duffers-created-a
Reblog key: MFbFKuSp
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/688308484336402432
Reblog name: 0aurelion-sol0
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/688308484336402432">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>BTW do we still think it&rsquo;s them ? 🤔</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="736" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ee2badc43c269935aea42a9b64ba75bd/64934676edb3fdd4-4a/s640x960/d81fa8774b7a9f77c68716c8e946307a96c44014.jpg" data-orig-height="736" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="769" data-orig-width="754"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/851b2c35dcfc3b6871ec481defb957f4/64934676edb3fdd4-b9/s640x960/b33f696c9b4543636f2e3f15295951204cb8c669.png" data-orig-height="769" data-orig-width="754"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1069" data-orig-width="1125"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1da9c8cfa62376552758e838478772a7/64934676edb3fdd4-3a/s640x960/06c7376e7b83a3bf5a6e0f3047e658984940e37f.jpg" data-orig-height="1069" data-orig-width="1125"/></figure></div><p><b>Or it&rsquo;s been debunked and I am not up to date ? 🤨</b></p><p><b>Because I&rsquo;d really like to see Kali again, I know y'all don&rsquo;t like her group but I thought they were enjoyable for what they were supposed to be so I&rsquo;d like to see them again;  even if it&rsquo;s for just like 10 or 5 minutes of screentime&hellip; </b></p><p><b>&hellip;&amp; let&rsquo;s be honest, they took big plot elements/parts of &ldquo;The Lost Sister&rdquo; episode and put it on Henry who is far less interesting and well written as her. </b></p><p><b>Plus I feel like El kinda needs someone like Kali right now, someone who understands her better than all the other people in her life given the shared experiences they&rsquo;ve had. And with the choices/actions Kali has made/done, she can help, if she has made peace with her own, El with her own choices or actions.</b></p><p><b>And as the actress said on Beyond Stranger Things we end on a note where Kali realises that she doesn&rsquo;t really know how to connect with other people, &amp; she comes to that realisation after losing someone who she had an actual &amp; special connection. What happens after that ?</b></p><p><b>We can&rsquo;t leave this here! Plus there&rsquo;s connections &amp; parallels with what&rsquo;s happening right now, less well written and interesting for me but they can&rsquo;t just ignore it&hellip; I really hope we see her again. We really need to see her again. </b></p></blockquote>
<p>If they don’t show up, then the Duffers created a false scenario just to mislead us. They do know people are always trying to get set photos. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://demadogs.tumblr.com/post/688242540178194432/the-way-sadie-delivers-the-line-im-being-open">demadogs</a>:</p><blockquote><p>the way sadie delivers the line “i’m being open” in the counselors office is the exact same way finn delivered the line “i say it” to el during their fight.</p></blockquote>
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Tags: 
Downloaded files: "f18e39a64361bfe08fb508463e389c885024c523.jpg",
 "30d14a2b65048bf90bd4b63d03f5adc6c07fda0e.jpg",
 "bc4a5fc9f295e7234a7a561d2b6e4f26d1b37d4b.jpg",
 "2c4d83e98ea19b7eb445c9c13aed648d0b7b80ee.jpg"

Post id: 688179070063837184
Date: 2022-06-27 02:58:24 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/688179070063837184
Slug: 
Reblog key: YfP4M0Yi
Reblog url: https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/688179005815439360
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Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://wakeupthemembersofbylernation.tumblr.com/post/688175559570817024/one-of-the-reasons-i-believe-a-lot-of-people-are">wakeupthemembersofbylernation</a>:</p><blockquote><p>One of the reasons I believe a lot of people are so aggressively threatened, freaked out, and even offended by the concept of a gay or bi Mike is because then they’d have to face the fact that queer people are just people. Which, duh. Of course, they are! But Mike Wheeler, at least in the first season (and sorta the second season), is THE main character. He’s THE guy.</p><p>It’s what turned Finn Wolfhard into a heartthrob and fast-tracked him to starring roles in movies like <i>It</i> and <i>Ghostbusters: Afterlife</i>. For people who grew up loving 80s childhood adventure movies, on which the Duffers based their show, Mike Wheeler is Elliot from <i>E.T.</i> He’s Mikey from <i>The Goonies</i>. He’s Marty from <i>Back to the Future</i>. He’s Luke from <i>A New Hope. </i>In other words, he’s the kind of young sci-fi hero every boy dreamed of becoming. I mean, who wouldn’t want to find out that magic/the supernatural is real, go on an insane, life-changing adventure with their friends, stand up to bad guys, and fall in love with a girl with superpowers in the span of a week?!</p><p>Other than being nerdy/into D&amp;D (which is honestly not that far from being a theatre kid, tbh)/hj, kinda melodramatic, and somewhat unathletic (affectionate), there’s nothing about Mike Wheeler that radiates gayness on the surface. Plus, he’s the protagonist! In Season 1 we experience most new things through his eyes. That makes him the audience surrogate character, so how can the audience surrogate character be (gasps) GAY?! That’s <i>OB</i>viously impossible. He’s just a guy. He’s just a dude. He’s just a person. He’s just the boy next door.</p><p>And if queer people are just people, then that means ANYONE could potentially be queer. Even your younger sister. Even your best friend, who has no stereotypically gay traits, plays football, and has a girlfriend. Even your children (gasps). Even you (am I gay quizzes? were born from fears like this). That’s terrifying for people who expect the world, and the media they consume, to be black-and-white.</p><p>People like boxes. They like things that are safe. Every time general audiences are introduced to a new character they fully assume the character is straight, even if they aren’t shown to have any interest in girls (like Will) unless they are an obvious stereotype, say the words, “I’m gay,” or explicitly make out with a boy (even then, some people will still try to claim they’re confused or simply “struggling with their sexuality”).</p><p>Kevin Keller from <i>Riverdale</i>. Kurt Hummel from <i>Glee</i>. Patrick in <i>The Perks of Being a Wallflower </i>(as much as I love that movie). Carlos in <i>HSMTMTS</i>. These are all characters that are Gay™️. They are almost always the comic relief sidekick, or the gay bestie for the main female character, or some variation of common tropes. Audiences (even homophobic ones) are increasingly used to seeing these types of characters on their screen, but a gay Mike Wheeler would be a different type of character entirely. </p><p>“Mike being gay or bi would just be OUT OF NOWHERE and would be bad writing done just for woke points.” Okay. Aside from the fact that it would simply NOT be out of nowhere (gestures wildly at the Byler Proof Slides), let’s unpack the phrase “out of nowhere” for a second. Why is something only considered “out of nowhere” when it’s gay and never when it’s straight? Was it out of nowhere for Dustin to find a girlfriend while at camp? Is the resurrection of Stancy out of nowhere? And to the people who are still somehow convinced that Will Byers isn’t gay, just “maturing slower than his friends,” I guarantee you they wouldn’t call it “out of nowhere” for Will to suddenly have a female love interest, even though it clearly would be. They would encourage it, even if it was someone especially ridiculous like El, who is literally his sister, or Max, with whom he’s had almost no on-screen conversations. This is why you see people on TikTok and YouTube who genuinely believe Will’s painting is for the random girl he danced with at Snowball. Talk about out of nowhere!</p><p>“But Mike <i>just isn’t</i> gay. Don’t be delusional. Don’t be unrealistic. He is straight. He has only been shown to like El and has one of the most extreme cases of romantic tunnel vision in fiction I’ve ever seen.” Okay, let’s push aside the constant lip stares, the romantically charged conversations with his best friend, the fact that he can’t say or even write, “I love you” to his girlfriend, the ways the Duffers have consistently framed the Will/Mike/El dynamic with love triangle imagery and drawn our attention to this for the entire show, and more (gestures wildly at the Byler proof slides once more!!) for one second. </p><p>The emphasis on “just isn’t” betrays them and their underlying perspectives. Let’s be clear. You can say Robin <i>just isn’t </i>straight because she’s been explicitly confirmed in show and out of show to be lesbian and into girls. You can say Will <i>just isn’t</i> straight because his sexuality has been all but confirmed as well. But you can’t say Mike “just isn’t” gay if the only concrete “proof” you have for this is his (turbulent) relationship with Eleven. Keep in mind. Without Vecna, we don’t have access to the innermost thoughts of any of the characters. All we have to go by is their actions, their words, and the intentional ways the Duffers have coded their characters. Ultimately, people who say this are saying that Mike Wheeler “just isn’t gay” because he doesn’t fit their pre-conceived, ignorant, myopic notions of what a gay person is. Mike “just can’t be” gay in these people’s minds because he hasn’t done any gay “actions,” whatever that even means (that’s why they believe Will- sweet, innocent Will- is a predator/homewrecker because they associate gayness with freakish deviance and see it as something inherently sexual, whereas if Will were a girl with the exact same feelings towards Mike, they’d never in a trillion years see it this way).</p><p>In both real life and in fiction, despite all the progress we’ve made as a society, straight is something you’re allowed to just be, by default, regardless of whether you’re dating someone. Gay is something you have to PROVE or “fall into,” and even then it’s treated with incredible suspicion (this is why people who ship Stobin believe Steve can “fix” Robin and make her into boys). Bisexuality is tragically either erased altogether, treated as a joke/a phase, or completely misunderstood (I heard someone say Mike could never be bi because he’d never date Will and El at the same time - what?! That’s not how bisexuality works). And comphet is something entirely baffling to straight audiences. You might as well be saying 2+2 equals armadillo. </p><p>They’d rather believe that he’s just become an asshole, or that Finn Wolfhard has suddenly become a bad actor. Because accepting that Mike Wheeler isn’t straight means accepting that he can be the cool, brave, valiant, kind, caring protagonist of seasons 1 and 2, AND also be madly in love with his best friend. That feels like a bait-and-switch to some people because they don’t see queer people as “normal,” even if they claim they aren’t homophobic. They see queer people as “the other,” as something alien. [Insert Visibly Stereotypical Character Here] can be gay, not MY Mike Wheeler. He’s straight. STRAIGHT.  He’s madly in love with El. He and Will are just friends. JUST friends. <i>Sound like someone?</i></p><p>That’s one of the reasons that Byler will be such powerful, meaningful, representation (aside from just being the only logical explanation for Mike’s weird actions). Byler becoming canon will give hope and provide a voice for the millions of LGBTQ+ kids out there who don’t fit a stereotype or society’s pre-conceived notions but who just happen to not be straight. Mike Wheeler will join Nick Nelson as one of the best LGBTQ+ teens EVER on screen. It will be a cultural reset. And it will hopefully open people’s minds to the beautiful tapestry of humanity. A love story so pure, so beautiful, and so overwhelming that the boy who tried so hard to be “normal” and to deny his feelings for his best friend and the boy who survived bullies, a week in a hellish alternate dimension, and a possession that took over his mind and body had no choice but to go crazy together.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="278" data-orig-width="498" data-tumblr-attribution="agayobsessedwithmurder:ZVR3dJPBdLjKg3_7mCsKSw:ZPbYOTahLjbAmq00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e229dda66aa2db0fd4a946acc32c317b/65e876d351dd4b36-40/s640x960/d4a17ee493012414cca0a77e68135d8f1bce443d.gif" data-orig-height="278" data-orig-width="498"/></figure></div></blockquote>
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<p>If anyone needs a hug, it’s Will Byers.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/688150212902027264">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>Can someone tell me why the Surfer Boy Pizza Van phone number would have &ldquo;Happy Birthday&rdquo; music playing when there&rsquo;s barely anything birthday-ish related to it ? </b></p><p><b>Since according to the Duffers, they forgot about the only canon birthday taking place in Spring or March and related to the people who are in that van while they remember the very scene it was mentioned in &amp; the science school work Nancy did in Season 1 despite it being insignificant in the overall story of ST.</b></p><p><b>Same thing for the Nevada Surfer Boy Pizza restaurant phone number, what&rsquo;s the point of having a short &ldquo;Happy Birthday&rdquo;-like tune if it ends up being nothing ?</b></p><p><b>Like the marketing team wasn&rsquo;t aware that it doesn&rsquo;t connect to anything ? A little consistency would be nice ST crew, especially when you had 3 years to make this season&hellip;</b></p></blockquote>
<p>It was a creepy version of Happy Birthday, too, if I recall correctly.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://vulvatar.tumblr.com/post/688145559754866688/the-thing-im-not-understanding-about-the-general">vulvatar</a>:</p><blockquote><p>The thing I&rsquo;m not understanding about the general public&rsquo;s refusal to acknowledge any homoerotic subtext in the Will/Mike relationship (at least, as far as Mike&rsquo;s reciprocal feelings are concerned) is their insistence that homophobia has nothing to do with it. They just really don&rsquo;t see it, or, more shockingly, understand Mike&rsquo;s actions around El to be indicative of someone madly in love.</p><p>Someone brought up a good point about how so many Twitter/Reddit/YouTube users (the online social media sphere in general) are salivating at the chance for Mike to reject Will, even to <i>homophobicly</i> reject him, while also actively hive-minding around the idea that there weren&rsquo;t a lot of gay people in the 80s, and that it would be unrealistic for an additional character to be same-sex attracted at all. </p><p>This reeks of cognitive dissonance at best and a form of gaslighting at worst (and, honestly, most probably some combination of both).</p><p>So, if the mainstream Stranger Things viewership, as they seem to, can easily come to the consensus that a) the 80s was an incredibly homophobic time period— and thusly that being attracted to someone of the same sex and pursuing a relationship with them could be dangerous— and that b) there was not a large pool of <i>out</i> people to choose from (obviously corresponding with the homophobic time period formerly mentioned)&hellip; then I guess my question to these people is<b>, how exactly would they have written Mike&rsquo;s story line any differently if they WERE in fact trying to convey feelings of internalized homophobia and repression, as his reason for shoving down his romantic feelings for Will and acting hella strangely around him when they finally do meet?</b></p><p>If they can agree it was a homophobic time period and that it was hard to find a partner of the same sex, all due to compulsive heterosexuality, then it naturally goes that they should be able to agree with the fact that gay/bisexual people have historically been faced with the tough decision to simply deny or ignore or hide their romantic feelings. Same-sex attracted people weren&rsquo;t recently invented, they were persuaded from being themselves.</p><p>So, tell me how the writers should have better depicted a young boy coming of age, with feelings of internalized homophobia and a compulsion to be &ldquo;normal,&rdquo; while denying and refuting his obvious feelings for his male best friend?</p><p>If they were trying to convey that to the viewer, would they:</p><p>Leave out the scenes of Mike showing a disproportionate amount of anxiety and trepidation around Will&rsquo;s disappearance, in comparison with his other friends? Scenes of them touching each other and being in close proximity often, even holding each other&rsquo;s hands? No?</p><p>Dismiss as a good indicator the parallels between his breakup with said girlfriend and his same-episode fight with his &ldquo;friend?&rdquo; The same breakup that he showed no remorse for, looking annoyed rather than upset when it was all said and done, in contrast with his immediate regret and move to apologize, biking to Will&rsquo;s house in the rain, to make things right as soon as possible after their own fight or &ldquo;breakup?&rdquo;</p><p>Would they have disapproved of the rainbow iconography, the frequent shots of an open closet door in the background as he kisses his girlfriend, with shocked eyes wide open, and a disturbed look on his face once its over, all making into the final cut? Would that have convinced viewers otherwise if they were trying to prove their point? Would any of that have harmed the point they were trying to drive home, or rather further embellish it?</p><p>The one-way sign pointing at his open closet door as he reads his girlfriend&rsquo;s letter?</p><p>Would they have torn down from the walls on set all the pictures Mike has pinned up of Will&rsquo;s drawings, even the ones that seem to depict himself? Would they have decidedly not contrasted this with the girlfriend&rsquo;s walls, which showcase her comparable love and devotion for her boyfriend, whose romantic love is obviously unrequited?</p><p>Would they have written instead the scene in which Mike does say &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; back to his girlfriend, and thrown out the story line where his response to all her letters signed with proclamations of love are his own being devoid of that same affection? From Mike, From Mike, From, etc.</p><p>What would the story line for seeing the best friend he hasn&rsquo;t in half a year be showcasing him shoving down the romantic feelings for his friend that, you, as the writer, are trying to convey to the viewer exist— if not him staring awkwardly/distantly and avoiding physical intimacy with this friend in front of his partner and other bystanders? Especially after making clear, just a few minutes earlier into the episode, that this boy is aware the object of his affection is moving on and potentially has a crush on someone of the opposite sex?</p><p>A crush they are breaking in with personal gifts, like a hand-painting, the same kind of gift from them your repressed character has cherished, saving binders full of his artwork and posting it on his walls? </p><p>How would you depict feelings of repressed jealousy if not for him to stare blankly and uncomfortably at his best friend as he brushes off a question about the content of this painting, the painting that is apparently not for him? <i>Not anymore</i>.</p><p>How would they have done it better, what is missing, what did the Duffers do wrong, and what more could they have done for this same audience to even acknowledge the possibility?</p><p> I&rsquo;m thinking it has nothing to do with what the showrunners haven&rsquo;t shown, and everything to do with the viewers desire to shield their eyes from more depictions of homosexuality, when there are already startlingly few.</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/new-ronantics/688055517381361664">new-ronantics</a>:</p><blockquote><p>the st set designers did not purchase a <i>one way</i> sign and hang it so that the arrow would be pointing directly into mike wheeler’s open closet for people to call him straight.</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://ronanlysnch.tumblr.com/post/687978474286219264/since-the-duffers-said-that-the-ud-being-stuck-on">ronanlysnch</a>:</p><blockquote><p>since the duffers said that the UD being stuck on the day will vanished is intentional and important, here’s my theory on it.</p><p>so, i’m a firm believer that will has powers and him being the first victim was intentional, but not only that, his disapperance not being a slaughter means that he was targeted. and the reason why he was targeted is due to his powers. and what i think happened is that when he first got to the UD it was shaped just like we saw in vol. 1.</p><p>imagine, you being a 11-year-old kid being kidnapped and ending up in a “shapeless” space, you would probably use your imagination and what you know to make sense of where you are and what’s happening to you. and my bet is that that’s exactly what will did, he tried to make parallels between that place and the d&amp;d fiction, and by doing that he unintentionally made the UD take the form of Hawkins, the only place he knew, but different, because of course that wasn’t his home.</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p>So, I checked out that GQ video with the costume designer. It’s pretty neat, and I’d suggest people do the same. It does look like the fire-breathing dragon in the LiteBrite was based on Dustin’s shirt.</p><p>What I found interesting was what that bit on El’s clothes, though.</p><p>“So it was important that even in the frame with Will, she&rsquo;d kind of looked like she&rsquo;s wearing his clothes, but then also throw a dress on it that she&rsquo;s like, Well, this goes, right?“<br/></p><p>Geez, she said it was important that it be seen in frame with Will. It’s hard to hear that and not think they wanted fans to make that connection. </p><p>As for Mike’s clothes when he arrives in California?</p><p>“So we knew we&rsquo;d wanted something that felt like an outfit, maybe he would&rsquo;ve bought at the airport before he got there. So it&rsquo;s kind of hokey, you know?“<br/></p><p>Yeah, it was all an act.</p><p>Link: <a href="https://www.gq.com/video/watch/fine-points-gq-fine-points-stranger-things-with-amy-parris">https://www.gq.com/video/watch/fine-points-gq-fine-points-stranger-things-with-amy-parris</a></p>
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<figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="300" data-orig-width="400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/da72b4b4b85b35cea299031ed491d556/e39ac510618588d5-01/s540x810/93157e1074a38ca13bdca2b050c41bc385692fc6.gif" data-orig-height="300" data-orig-width="400"/></figure>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "98197a84d83856f3a1d24594f3cb756f8febee99.jpg",
 "c34b668bf646d67cce7987936378991cd8a84b0d.jpg",
 "75b58e7ea71d6df8f82c1affc3444268d3d6532c.jpg",
 "bca997dd6fe433f03a763d7a9c5f9414dce7b0df.jpg",
 "93157e1074a38ca13bdca2b050c41bc385692fc6.gif"

Post id: 687954969365774336
Date: 2022-06-24 15:36:25 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687954969365774336
Slug: yup-this-happened
Reblog key: EdnxmW6K
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/687954737737367552
Reblog name: cmollyo-deactivated20221107
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://taylorswifff.tumblr.com/post/687924283126710272/what-was-supposed-to-happen-what-actually">taylorswifff</a>:</p><blockquote><p>What was &lsquo;supposed to happen&rsquo;:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1375" data-orig-width="2830"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/68d043204e1ca5fbb64f4c37950fd369/d9693d397287f4c7-f4/s640x960/7e0ecc8654d1fd8b86e5fcdbf98d9912e6e58c8d.png" data-orig-height="1375" data-orig-width="2830"/></figure></div><p>What <i>actually</i> happened:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1365" data-orig-width="2851"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/394c5b66207ac7e69db530d45e04c0e4/d9693d397287f4c7-d3/s640x960/1ebf46dd2a226bd2793bd2d157757fce2da8a33e.png" data-orig-height="1365" data-orig-width="2851"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1427" data-orig-width="2880"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/347de1847f94394ffcf43d0b37d0b75f/d9693d397287f4c7-0b/s640x960/f26b63ee7e08fbffdc5fc404108f27aaeb11f404.png" data-orig-height="1427" data-orig-width="2880"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1444" data-orig-width="2857"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/53566bcfe1af3a527e0c0435ebcdef44/d9693d397287f4c7-77/s640x960/a457f56121855502c1999a87715a9d5c9fc6967e.png" data-orig-height="1444" data-orig-width="2857"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1424" data-orig-width="2872"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/41db72c21ba957b07f521f738255e256/d9693d397287f4c7-64/s640x960/4605a4e089e7366d0ae54cf4f922e392956358c8.png" data-orig-height="1424" data-orig-width="2872"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>Yup, this happened.</p>
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Reblog key: j2W1YKlN
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/luriuan/687886499150168064
Reblog name: luriuan
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/luriuan/687886499150168064">luriuan</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Here’s a dumb little theory,</p><p><br/></p><p>Yk the beginning dnd game? At the start of season 4? Okay so I was thinking, and most people have covered the 11 failing (meaning el will most likely loose) and how Erica and Lucas winning might hint towards El and Will fighting Vecna together, but I haven’t seen you mention something else.</p><p>The fact that, in the game, Vecna came back after everyone thought that he was dead. So what if, El “kills” Vecna and the plot twist is that he’s still alive, but El is to weak to fight him,</p><p>So Will does. </p></blockquote>
<p>While I do think Will is going to be needed (hence the Sinclair siblings moment you mentioned), the “he was killed by Kas” thing is probably just foreshadowing El having “killed” Henry years ago. Dustin rolling an 11 and missing, though, does seem to suggest that she can’t do it again, not alone, at least.</p>
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Body: <p>Am I the only one who thinks it&rsquo;d be a natural progression of the story if El tries to find Joyce through the Void? Will and Jonathan had been trying to find her with no success before the attack. As far as anyone knows, she&rsquo;s legit on a business trip. She&rsquo;d be in incredible danger when she got home.</p><p>I know they probably wouldn&rsquo;t do it, as it would lead to El discovering Hopper is alive before they can have an emotional reunion, but wouldn&rsquo;t it make sense? They&rsquo;d want some way to find her, so they could try to warn her to stay away. The whole &ldquo;we gotta find mom&rdquo; thing really just dropped away after the attack, when it really should be all the more reason to contact her.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://themacklemorebrothers.tumblr.com/post/687901173598093312/actually-i-do-think-the-power-of-gay-love-will">themacklemorebrothers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>actually i do think the power of gay love will save hawkins indiana so jot that down</p></blockquote>
<p>I sometimes think about how Back to the Future was featured in season 3, and its theme song was Huey Lewis’ Power of Love. </p><p>Am I reading too much into it? Probably, but it seems to fit what they’re going for.</p>
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Reblog key: GAXwK9Bf
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I don’t know how many of my followers have bothered with the iamhellsmaster games, but I’ve successfully completed all four phases. There’s supposedly going to be a bonus puzzle next week that requires clues from all of the rewards.</p><p>I was hoping for some clues or lore. Shame it just turned out to be an NFT thing, but it’s still been fun. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/687858569569271808">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://cozymagnolia.tumblr.com/post/687696098196914176/this-is-one-of-the-funniest-news-titles-i-have">cozymagnolia</a>:</p><blockquote><p>this is one of the funniest news titles i have ever read</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="899" data-orig-width="961"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/46c5bdaa40c9fff9ae386e3ba6bcead8/519d761ed9c9a698-a2/s640x960/69c79e56d932d1e955ad0d89eb9d3446bcdd99ba.jpg" data-orig-height="899" data-orig-width="961" alt='a screenshot of an article titled "is stranger things leading up to a big gay surprise with will byers?"'/><span class="tmblr-alt-text-helper">ALT</span></figure></div></blockquote><p>Where is David Harbour when you need him&hellip;</p><h2>&ldquo;<b>If you&rsquo;ve been</b> <b>watching the show, </b>you should know that Will is not interested in El. He&rsquo;s interested in someone else.&rdquo; - David Harbour</h2><p>Will being queer is not the surprise, friends.</p><p>Will being queer is not a surprise.</p><p><small>But somebody else might be more of a surprise to some fans&hellip;</small></p></blockquote>
<div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/27ee5cada5c681e5b808ffabb5e7de43/8d6d2660f4e09b55-2b/s640x960/a6cc69d15cf1b825400897381ad769342de78279.gif" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="640"/></figure></div>
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Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/counting-stars-alone/687771380314521600">counting-stars-alone</a>:</p><blockquote><p>If I could have your attention for a moment—</p><p><br/></p><figure data-orig-height="150" data-orig-width="267"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/84860dd801661ef77fc4885b016d1ed0/f780ac89c5a1f947-25/s640x960/1c36b667c5ab2895ac17f6e1d203a1795678bc6f.gif" data-orig-height="150" data-orig-width="267"/></figure><p><small>[El hugs Mike and drags her hand down his chest as she let’s go, making the touch last longer. Meanwhile, Mike let’s go quickly and refuses to meet her eyes. (Less relevantly, Will is next to them, watching their interaction.)]</small></p><figure data-orig-height="150" data-orig-width="267"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/653c24d6f902d63c1b5ad82bf6f1c78c/f780ac89c5a1f947-7c/s640x960/257a7498112766645549438f7cc62a7f383d8035.gif" data-orig-height="150" data-orig-width="267"/></figure><p><small>[El kisses Mike’s shoulder twice as he starts to pull his arm away. <b>She messes with his hair </b>while he pulls his head away from her slightly. Camera switches to a shot of Nancy and Jonathan.]</small></p><figure data-orig-height="150" data-orig-width="267"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1ab79d51f92a856895b1b2accf2fb6f4/f780ac89c5a1f947-59/s640x960/ed01cb1cbcba1a4161c56501de497043e968cea8.gif" data-orig-height="150" data-orig-width="267"/></figure><p><small>[Nancy approaches Jonathan. He smiles, grabs her hand, and then cups her cheek with the same hand. Then he cups her other cheek with his other hand, and Nancy smiles.]</small></p><figure data-orig-height="150" data-orig-width="267"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bf09bd8dcaebaf45e81f715db5290059/f780ac89c5a1f947-f6/s640x960/3807c6d3c5e7f0d89571227a006de4ae34200bd8.gif" data-orig-height="150" data-orig-width="267"/></figure><p><small>[<b>Jonathan messes with Nancy’s hair.</b> Camera switches to a shot of Mike walking away from El while she stares after him. Then El looks down.]</small></p><p><br/></p><p>El showed a lot of affection toward Mike during the goodbye scene, but he only ever hugged her back and then tried to end each interaction as quickly as possible. Nancy and Jonathan <i>both</i> initiated affection with each other, and neither pulled away. The two couples are juxtaposed in the last three gifs.</p><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><h2>*slams hand on table* VISUAL SUBTEXT</h2></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/purplepandaland/687765986805415936">purplepandaland</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Mileven break up? what happened! (Idk if we can trust this leak) </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1388" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9098874ad1beb5b4e64d84123020eec5/dfccbe86a8c0a058-17/s640x960/3462e995508a361290c022c76719e60549df9183.jpg" data-orig-height="1388" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="249" data-orig-width="498"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1fd4f0fbb3618444e457ee46bce1f314/4f450173c0987492-3c/s640x960/aeb17a7a5be095f736f113e13b5bfaa711937350.gif" data-orig-height="249" data-orig-width="498"/></figure></div>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chaisutopia/687692775750336512">chaisutopia</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1536" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/33448c221ab7a62df69b7042367499f1/f1c3014eb2ca3997-14/s640x960/a72097dbaf0b95d590c23b94662c4da2079e7f74.jpg" data-orig-height="1536" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>what if mike grabs will&rsquo;s hand again just like he did in szn 2 then what</p></blockquote>
<p>I’m seriously curious as to whether there’s a reason Mike tends to sit to Will’s right.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="632" data-orig-width="948"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2937a7d721d24944162b48966559582d/5ee7840a821cef6d-d3/s640x960/18ccb48560e182226b4b64ce624c50996bff7d5f.png" data-orig-height="632" data-orig-width="948"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="999" data-orig-width="1778"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/30ee03077549e17fd48a9606e160c259/5ee7840a821cef6d-20/s640x960/e254e5b7e854bf1aa8163423e33d8526246659cb.png" data-orig-height="999" data-orig-width="1778"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="320" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/747d8d1bb2e26ee6e98e6cc6c0e5e947/5ee7840a821cef6d-6f/s640x960/9736df39a68a9f10683ba28455f48dd60e63d893.png" data-orig-height="320" data-orig-width="480"/></figure></div><p>It might just be a coincidence, but it’s still weird.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://mushroomsprites.tumblr.com/post/686244470196420608/you-cant-tell-me-this-isnt-canon">mushroomsprites</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="784" data-orig-width="1562"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/64171957dd89920ebd77ad955691615d/547760471e6fbd5e-17/s640x960/e4a4dce3075f396fd74c742d1e48c564cabad70f.png" data-orig-height="784" data-orig-width="1562"/></figure></div><p>you can&rsquo;t tell me this isn&rsquo;t canon</p></blockquote>
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Reblog url: https://queerxqueen.tumblr.com/post/687691483879440384/my-byler-stranger-things-analysis
Reblog name: queerxqueen
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://queerxqueen.tumblr.com/post/687691483879440384/my-byler-stranger-things-analysis">queerxqueen</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>My Byler &amp; Stranger Things Analysis</h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="504" data-orig-width="676"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/65e19f32d7e8399c09ce4992843c4e3b/5d781762cca85050-5d/s640x960/8a3bd7cbe43769ea59134cb15b26c4a98d376c55.gif" data-orig-height="504" data-orig-width="676"/></figure></div><p class="npf_chat"><small>N E W   P I N N E D   P O S T !</small></p><p>I figured I should start keeping a list of my more substantive Byler and Stranger Things analyses and asks so here it is, and I will update as time goes on!</p><h2>Queerxqueen Byler Starter Pack</h2><p><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/queerxqueen/686610813808787457?source=share"><b>Byler Makes Narrative Sense</b></a><b> ** </b>(and also <a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/queerxqueen/687232385568391168?source=share">this</a>)</p><p><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/queerxqueen/686873819433058304?source=share"><b>Mike Loves Will Back</b></a><b> **</b></p><p><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/queerxqueen/687614765315571712?source=share">Byler Can Be Canon</a> </p><p><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/queerxqueen/686792121943998464?source=share">Themes of Non-Conformity in Season 4</a></p><p><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/queerxqueen/687498781267230720?source=share">Mileven is the False Truth</a> ft <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MV38YNwaS5Y2Lh4a8ZycuFA">@strawberrylixie</a></p><p><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/queerxqueen/687606218805624832?source=share">Will&rsquo;s Love For Mike is More Than A Crush</a> ft anon</p><p><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/queerxqueen/687246385547034624?source=share">Is it Queerbait? Byler from a Marketing POV</a></p><p><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/queerxqueen/687509867093770240?source=share">Volume 2 Predictions</a></p><h2>Other Byler Essentials</h2><p><a href="https://href.li/?https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vmjd4qpiLISZULPlTLrAGrc3a9FK2CpazDquxc6q9bQ/edit#slide=id.p">The Byler Proof Slides</a> by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a></p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA"></a><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/632907167889031168?source=share">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/632907167889031168?source=share"> analyses</a></p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ"></a><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/186734719003?source=share">@kaypeace21 analyses</a></p><p>Obviously there are a million brilliant souls in the Byler tag but this will get you started! </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://mendessimp.tumblr.com/post/687681966411317248/what-is-this-about-now-is-it-a-funeral">mendessimp</a>:</p><blockquote><p>what is this about now? is it a funeral?</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="685" data-orig-width="1218"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/21b2a94197d6d03d6d5fda56f47977d7/d9e8bf89b4216779-94/s640x960/0995692aed3060e6eff9db5bc9b6b4cb51223462.jpg" data-orig-height="685" data-orig-width="1218"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>Looks like some sort of park. You can see kids skateboarding down below.</p><p>Why is there a Snow Ball decorated table sitting right there, though?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangerthings77889917/687678337999618048">strangerthings77889917</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="662" data-orig-width="1473"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cb64c6c883b08f45fc14c1fb6088df0f/dabad7c26e04eda0-73/s640x960/0fb2f44da2e04dcd27c23b80e6c392da7ac6eade.jpg" data-orig-height="662" data-orig-width="1473"/></figure></div><p>In the new trailer for vol 2, does she stops the tape here or does she press on play??</p></blockquote>
<p>With her favorite song mentioning a deal with God to “get him to swap our places,” I wonder if she allows herself to be taken, maybe to distract Vecna or something. If those reports of Max ending up in a coma are at all true, then she might sacrifice herself to save everyone else. </p>
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Body: <p>Well, new volume 2 trailer. </p><figure class="tmblr-embed tmblr-full" data-provider="youtube" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200" data-url="https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DsBEvEcpnG7k%26ab_channel%3DStrangerThings"><iframe width="540" height="303" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/sBEvEcpnG7k?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allowfullscreen="allowfullscreen" title="Stranger Things 4 | Volume 2 Trailer | Netflix"></iframe></figure><p>They’re really hyping up the “people will die” thing, aren’t they? Even Robin mentions it, and the other Party members look very worried, too.</p><p>More Brenner/Yoda parallels. El is insistent on going to help her friends in Hawkins. Brenner knows that her friends will lose, but doesn’t want her to leave until she’s ready. This sort of foreshadows El suddenly being strong enough to win, which is very stale at this point, but whatever.</p><p>It sounds like Vecna’s plan is to trap El and make her watch helplessly as he takes out everyone else?</p><p>Also, using Kate Bush here, specifically the “I’d make a deal with God, get him to swap our places” when Vecna says “your friends have lost,” has me thinking there might be an intentional sacrifice.</p><p>Go Lucas, beating the shit out of Jason. Real life or trance?</p><p>Will’s line to Mike “He’s not going to stop. Not until he’s taken everyone.” has me thinking there’s already been losses among the Party. It doesn’t sound like an ending scene to me, though, like leaks have suggested, certainly not an ending that leads into a time skip. RIP heart-to-heart, though. </p><p>Also, does Will have real insight into what’s happening when he says that? That doesn’t sound like he’s just assuming. He seems to feel very sure about what he’s saying.</p><p>More Russia team vs monsters stuff. I wonder if they release (accidental or otherwise) the Mindflayer at some point. </p><p>I leave you with a gif of the Simpsons predicting Murray decades ago:</p><figure data-orig-width="498" data-orig-height="315" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e2bed60b263e25eac409e4252bba6548/e185c16bbada69dc-51/s540x810/53cd8d4e2917452ca085bcf729ecc329a869690a.gif" alt="image" data-orig-width="498" data-orig-height="315"/></figure>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://foodiewithdahoodie.tumblr.com/post/687596950789439488/mikes-special-treatment-of-will-byers">foodiewithdahoodie</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Mike&rsquo;s Special Treatment of Will Byers</h1><p>The way Mike treats Will Byers is so funny/fascinating to me. This boy a hot mess, a disaster, and somewhat trifling throughout Stranger Things, but best believe when it comes to upsetting Will, he&rsquo;ll get on his hands and knees <span style="color: #ff4930">begging for forgiveness</span> (he even dragged Lucas in the rain to apologize with him - what in the baby comeback soap opera type of beat is this?). Whipped, sprung, lovestruck - pick your poison Mike got it bad for our can&rsquo;t-catch-a-break-existence-is-pain bowl cut artsy boy. </p><p>Not only does Mike have the special &ldquo;Will voice/smile/look&rdquo;, but he also cares for Will in a way that clearly shows obvious favoritism. Mike approached Will 1st in their little kindergarten meet-cute. He was out here defying all the adults by searching for Will. His own determination rivaling the mother of the said missing child in question. And we all know Joyce don&rsquo;t play about hers, so Mike matching that energy is telling. He showed his <span style="color: #ff4930">protective, nurturing guard dog side </span><span style="color: #000000">i</span>n S2 by always wellness checking on Will and was ready to comfort Will no hesitation. He legit only has an abundance of patience when Will&rsquo;s on the other side of the conversation. Plus when he snapped at Dustin and Lucas for trying to help Will during Halloween, Mike&rsquo;s never displayed<span style="color: #ff4930"> possessive emotions </span>with other people in the Party like that before. It shocked Dustin and Lucas.</p><p>Lastly, in S3 Mike does take Lucas&rsquo;s advice in winning back the relationship, except it&rsquo;s not with El, it&rsquo;s with Will. He did this twice; biking in the rain after the failed DnD campaign and in S4 in Will&rsquo;s bedroom. Each time, Will called him out on his BS and Mike <span style="color: #ff4930">regrets getting defensive and chases after</span> Will ready to apologize. It&rsquo;s like he&rsquo;s paralleling S1, where he&rsquo;s constantly looking for Will, and in S2 when he noticed Will wasn&rsquo;t trick or treating with the gang and found him scared. Solidified when Mike told Will he felt he lost him in S4. Just like Lucas&rsquo;s advice of winning Max back, Mike continuously regains Will&rsquo;s affection when he screws up (Lumax and Byler mirroring each other). Mike doesn&rsquo;t open up to the Party, his family, or El as easily as he does with Will because to him Will is special and in turn Will gets to see Mike&rsquo;s soft boy side, reserved only for his presence. The emotional intimacy between them stays fortifying.   </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://notnahberrie.tumblr.com/post/687589449466576896/will-byers-reshaped-the-upside-down-from-a">notnahberrie</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Will Byers reshaped the Upside Down from a hellscape into Hawkins</h1><p>I know this has probably been mentioned before, but I need to get this out because right now I’m—</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="493" data-orig-width="716"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c5a310d7bc8ac49ce78095c87515b94c/7120c2a62416e22b-35/s640x960/89f712f88209668ec8d265ecdca0e1c7f61d6d23.png" data-orig-height="493" data-orig-width="716"/></figure></div><p>Theory that in S1 when Will was taken, he shaped the Upside Down <i>the moment he arrived</i>. He was so afraid and desperate for home that — using the powers he didn’t know he possessed — he turned the Upside Down into Hawkins, but a diseased version of it due to the emotions he felt. Distress, fear, loneliness, depression, and of course, feeling like he was on the brink of death. ST4 has fleshed out that El’s powers are affected by her emotions. So why not Will, and other super-powered individuals? </p><p><a class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more" href="https://notnahberrie.tumblr.com/post/687589449466576896/will-byers-reshaped-the-upside-down-from-a">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
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<p>Mike can somewhat handle an angry Will by getting defensive, but he crumbles against a sad Will.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/ghostintherainbowroom/687546466174173184">ghostintherainbowroom</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/annie19mindless/687526880230916096">annie19mindless</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Okay maybe (most likely) this is a reach but why is Mike calling El &ldquo;Eleven&rdquo; almost the whole time in Season 4? Am I imagening things? He&rsquo;s the one who gave her the pet name &ldquo;El&rdquo; in the first place, why&rsquo;s he so rarely using it anymore? Is this a hint or am I delusional? </p></blockquote><p>(This was a lot longer than I expected, and turned into a whole character analysis for both Mike and El, sorry)</p><p>I&rsquo;m tagging <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> because I enjoy reading your character analyses, and want to know your opinion on this one. </p><p>Tl;dr Mike is pushing El away, while trying to make it seem like they&rsquo;re still close. He pushes his feelings for Will onto her, but keeps her distant so she doesn&rsquo;t realize they aren&rsquo;t really for her. El has issues and lies so Mike will keep loving her romantically because she doesn&rsquo;t think platonic love is as important, or trust anybody else as much as him. Besides Hopper, who she thinks is dead.</p><h2>Why Mike is acting off</h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="383" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b02d8c14c2aec52699bd03569c53966c/ca3d205cabb6de72-e9/s640x960/deff0ea61dba51bcfeecd357623bd4092b78d0bf.jpg" data-orig-height="383" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MQHODdOtJ4Hk-JuMO0ah_Kw">@notassshe</a> I think you&rsquo;re pretty close. While she needs verbal reassurance, her reaction was also partly based on Mike distancing himself from her. I think by this point he&rsquo;s, at some level, realizing what he feels for El isn&rsquo;t entirely romantic, closing himself off more while trying to pretend he&rsquo;s closer to El than he is. Overcompensating. And she&rsquo;s picking up on that.</p><p>Plus:</p><ul><li>The flowers Mike &ldquo;picked back in Hawkins.&rdquo; He never had the time to, and they came with a tag. I doubt he drew the design himself, either.</li><li>Argyle&rsquo;s &ldquo;shitty knockoff&rdquo; comment.</li><li>He never realizes El is being bullied, despite the obvious way she&rsquo;s being mistreated by her &ldquo;friends.&rdquo; Compare this to how he notices Will is upset and claims he&rsquo;s ruining the whole day because of it, while he&rsquo;s only shown &ldquo;ignoring&rdquo; him all day.</li><li>&ldquo;I say it.&rdquo; &ldquo;You can&rsquo;t even write it, Mike.&rdquo;</li><li>The &ldquo;I like you&rdquo; Valentine&rsquo;s Day card. Not only is it from last year, there&rsquo;s also no new card this year. El&rsquo;s other card is also nowhere to be seen. It used to have a twin card next to it, in El&rsquo;s room in Hopper&rsquo;s cabin.</li><li>He&rsquo;s paralleled to another of El&rsquo;s father figures this season. Brenner. This doesn&rsquo;t mean he&rsquo;s as bad as Brenner, of course, but it&rsquo;s not an amazing sign that her romantic love interest is paralleled to her father figures so often.</li><li>Standing as El is driven off in the police car. He quite literally gets further away from her in this scene. </li></ul><p>Mike is closing himself off emotionally to El, probably trying to keep from showing how he doesn&rsquo;t actually feel the way he acts. Not that he was ever that emotionally open to El, but it&rsquo;s only getting worse this season.</p><p>He&rsquo;s pretending to pull away from Will and pretending to get closer to El. Both of these fail.</p><p>Mike doesn&rsquo;t want to face his feelings for Will. He&rsquo;s probably some level of conscious of them now, but that&rsquo;s overwhelmed by denial and guilt. Boys don&rsquo;t love boys. </p><p>So he pushes all those feelings onto El. Boys love girls, and everything&rsquo;s great. As long as he doesn&rsquo;t let her know that he&rsquo;s pushing feelings that aren&rsquo;t meant for her onto her, everything will be fine, and it has been fine. Except the awareness that he doesn&rsquo;t love her like that bleeds through in his actions.</p><h2>Why El lies + her lack of interest in platonic love</h2><p>El is just desperately trying to seem cooler to Mike so he loves her again. She lies, a lot. If Mike thinks she&rsquo;s cool, it won&rsquo;t matter that she lied, because he&rsquo;d love her again. She just wants to be loved, and looks to Mike for that reassurance, because she doesn&rsquo;t value platonic love as much as she should. Platonic love never wins in the movies, and romantic love is always what saves people. Romantic love, in the shows, makes the girl happy. I&rsquo;m not even sure she knows romantic love is a thing, with how little media acknowledges it exists.</p><p>El has family around her that she doesn&rsquo;t confide in, and I don&rsquo;t think she feels very welcome in either. (Cue &ldquo;I do not belong. Anywhere.&rdquo;)</p><p>Will&rsquo;s great, but he doesn&rsquo;t stand up to her bullies. He doesn&rsquo;t tell her everything. When he tries to reassure her, she doesn&rsquo;t believe him. Sure, he&rsquo;s probably tried to help her paint, but he&rsquo;s kind of closed off from her. She can tell that he hides things from her, like that painting he won&rsquo;t show.</p><p>Jonathan&rsquo;s an amazing brother, to both El and Will. But he tells her to lie to Joyce, and lies to her as well. He pulls away from his family because he smokes until he&rsquo;s barely aware of what&rsquo;s happening at any given moment. He lets everyone think he&rsquo;s going to that fancy college with Nancy.</p><p>Joyce is an amazing mother, El loves her, and she&rsquo;s been there for El since season 1. She took El in when Hopper died, and I still don&rsquo;t think El&rsquo;s over losing her dad. It&rsquo;s like another replacement for a parent that just doesn&rsquo;t work this time, because Joyce isn&rsquo;t Hopper. Joyce also lies to her. She doesn&rsquo;t love her job as much as she makes El think she doen. We also don&rsquo;t see them interact with each other in volume 1, not directly.</p><p>None of these lies are out of malignance, rather them just trying to make El feel better, but it doesn&rsquo;t help because El hates being lied to. Personally, I think it reminds her of Papa. She claims Hopper is &ldquo;just like Papa&rdquo; because he lies. &ldquo;Friends don&rsquo;t lie&rdquo; is the first moral she&rsquo;s taught outside of the lab, and she holds it close to her heart. Papa lied because he wasn&rsquo;t a friend. If she lies then she stops being a friend. When she&rsquo;s honest, she has friends. It&rsquo;s like some deformed form of the operant conditioning(positive and negative reinforcement) she was taught in the lab. This makes her more receptive to taking it in, because it&rsquo;s what she&rsquo;s used to and what she grew up in. But, to her, it&rsquo;s all good because it isn&rsquo;t like in the lab. </p><p>Until everybody around her starts lying. Even Mike, the one who taught her the phrase and constantly used it towards her. People lied and they&rsquo;re still friends, so it doesn&rsquo;t matter that much anymore. She still uses &ldquo;friends don&rsquo;t lie,&rdquo; but she doesn&rsquo;t see it as important as she did before. It&rsquo;s more of a way to tell people around her that she doesn&rsquo;t like them lying.</p><p>Mike represents safety, being away from Papa, and her experiences outside the lab. He&rsquo;s associated with all the good things because he&rsquo;s one of the first people who were nice to her. She thinks this must be romantic love because strong feelings in shows, between a boy and a girl, are always romantic. Heteronormativity has a huge effect on both her and Mike, and it&rsquo;s holding them together like glue. Along with their shared trauma.</p><p>Mike, the only person she actually considers herself close to, pulling away from her breaks her. It all piles onto the pile of shit that is her past and her life in Lenora, she can&rsquo;t take it anymore.</p><p>She tries to use her powers, because that&rsquo;s the only form of defense she was taught. She tries to find power in her hatred for Angela. It doesn&rsquo;t work. If it did work, it would have <b>killed </b>Angela. She doesn&rsquo;t care, though, her morals are already screwed. Being raised in a lab for 12 years with your only reliable source of morals being the operant conditioning from the lab that positively reinforced you for killing things fucks with your sense of morals.</p><p>She cries in the closet of Rink-O-Mania. Mike seeing her cry would tell him that she isn&rsquo;t the superhero he loves. She even demands Angela to pretend it&rsquo;s a joke to fix Mike&rsquo;s view of her, despite her lack of power over her.</p><p>She smacks Angela in the head with a rollerskate, giving her a concussion. Another thing that could&rsquo;ve <b>killed</b> her. El still doesn&rsquo;t care. She feels bad, of course, but what&rsquo;s so bad about killing somebody who made her life a living hell?</p><p>Later, she cries while spilling her feelings to Mike. She doesn&rsquo;t want to, but the tears spill down her face, just another of the things she doesn&rsquo;t have control over. Crazy how a superhero can turn into somebody like her, with no power over anything anymore. She can&rsquo;t even keep her boyfriend in love with her.</p><h2>Heteronormativity, Mike&rsquo;s fear of El, and why he values her as a superhero</h2><p>Note: I am not saying he doesn&rsquo;t actually care for her. He would not be one of my favorite characters if I believed that.</p><p>Meanwhile, Mike watches as his superhero does things he deems as &ldquo;bad,&rdquo; which is very unlike a hero. Would a hero hit a girl in the face with a rollerskate? Not in his comics, because all the heroes are the purest form of justice. He never saw Angela doing anything to El, therefore his &ldquo;hero&rdquo; must have hurt her out of something that wasn&rsquo;t self-defense, which isn&rsquo;t very heroic.</p><p>That <i>scared</i> him. A hero who doesn&rsquo;t act purely on justice isn&rsquo;t a hero, and anybody with powers who doesn&rsquo;t act like a hero is a villain.</p><p>When he was a child, when he met El, she was all he ever dreamed of meeting. A girl with superpowers, and she used them to hurt the bad men. She saved his life and Will&rsquo;s. He got to save a <i>superhero</i> in return, so he must also be a hero. That was his dream come true.</p><p>Everybody teases him about liking this superhero girl, so he must like her, right? They save each other, so they must also like eachother, because that&rsquo;s what boys and girls who like each other do.</p><p>So, he makes a move, like boys do to girls they like. (And of course El likes him back, despite her never being taught romantic behaviors. Despite comparing him to her brother. Despite growing up in a lab, and only starting having proper interaction with people in the past week. She doesn&rsquo;t reject him, so she also likes him, of course.)</p><p>(And maybe El also misinterprets that. She spends another year before they meet eachother again watching television, where every show has a romance between a girl and a guy. Mike did what they did, and the girl always reciprocates the guy&rsquo;s feelings, so of course she likes him back. Even if she really doesn&rsquo;t. But she feels so strongly about him, and so safe with him, so it must be love.)</p><p>This superhero girl kills the bad guys, but it&rsquo;s fine because it&rsquo;s self-defense, and she needed to defend herself to be able to save Will.</p><p>He watches this girl disappear while saving his life. He isn&rsquo;t able to live knowing she sacrificed herself like that, while he wasn&rsquo;t able to save her, so he calls her for 353 days. The cops come and question him about her, and he sees her outside his window, but it&rsquo;s obviously an illusion, he saw her disintegrate, right? He has no reason to go outside and check, anyways(lets ignore that he went out every night, even in the rain, and risked his life to look for Will after he disappeared. Even after seeing Will&rsquo;s &ldquo;corpse&rdquo;).</p><p>They meet again 300-something days later, she saves the world again, and everybody is happy. She unexpectedly shows up to the Snow Ball, and they dance and kiss. It&rsquo;s like an official start to their relationship now, and it&rsquo;s all great. He wasn&rsquo;t staring at Will just a few minutes earlier, just because Will was dancing with a girl. He didn&rsquo;t wish that he could swap places with that girl. But, now he has El, and everything&rsquo;s great.</p><p>About a year later, they start commonly making out. He definitely doesn&rsquo;t take El&rsquo;s hands off him, look at a drawing of Will&rsquo;s D&amp;D character behind her, listen to a mixtape that reminds him of Will, or proceed to go out on what seems like double dates with Lucas and Max, and him and Will, after making out with El.</p><p>The bad guys are gone, and El doesn&rsquo;t have to use her powers anymore. She still, does, though, and she&rsquo;s badass and cool for it. She uses it on things she can&rsquo;t hurt, so her powers are all good and fun.</p><p>Until El drifts away from him, to go hang out with Max, and breaks up with him. Until she goes out in public, with all those people around, because what if she <strike>starts acting how he doesn&rsquo;t want her to, and acts less like a superhero, stops dating him</strike> gets noticed by somebody?</p><p>Max is corrupting her by letting her use her powers how she wants. That&rsquo;s how good people become bad people, in the comics. They <i>have</i> to only use their powers for good. <strike>And using her powers to spy on him means she might find out something he doesn&rsquo;t want her to. And what if it leads to her using the more dangerous powers against him?</strike></p><p>Before they know it, everybody&rsquo;s in another life-threatening situation. She has to use her powers to find the bad guys now, and that&rsquo;s fine. Until she wants to enter the bad guy&rsquo;s mind. Of course that won&rsquo;t corrupt her, of course he doesn&rsquo;t think it will, but what if it did? What if entering their mind meant they&rsquo;d turn her evil, whether by convincing her or by force?</p><p>He&rsquo;s already seen <strike>somebody he loves</strike> one of his friends get possessed and corrupted by the mindflayer, what if that happened to El? He can&rsquo;t lose another person to evil, he can&rsquo;t let somebody as powerful as her have power over him, he can&rsquo;t let somebody as powerful as her have ill intent. That would end bad.</p><p>He says as much, or most of it. He totally doesn&rsquo;t glance over at Will constantly throughout his speech. He actually doesn&rsquo;t expect El to overhear. When she does, she takes the &ldquo;love&rdquo; he says as <i>romantic</i> love, and he knows she overheard. He&rsquo;s panicking, because he knows she did.</p><p>Later, he tries to explain himself. He can&rsquo;t say that word again, and he doesn&rsquo;t know why. Maybe because he knows this time El wants the romantic meaning, and maybe he just isn&rsquo;t ready to say it like that. <strike>Maybe he&rsquo;ll never be ready</strike>.</p><p>And El loses her powers. Some part of him may have been relieved, but he&rsquo;ll never admit that. She doesn&rsquo;t have powers anymore, she can&rsquo;t save people anymore, but at least she has no chance of hurting people.</p><h2>El&rsquo;s life in Lenora Hills, with no powers</h2><p>(Losing her powers devastates her, because her boyfriend stops loving her after that, and he&rsquo;s always acting weird now)</p><p>El moves to Lenora Hills, California. Her powers are still gone. She might have noticed her, again, boyfriend acting weird around her before she left, but that&rsquo;s easy enough to ignore. Life in California will be good, a new start, and maybe she can finally be &ldquo;normal.&rdquo; <strike>She will never be.</strike></p><p>Her grammar is bad, but it&rsquo;s fine. The other kids may pick on her a bit for it, but it&rsquo;s all in good fun, and she&rsquo;s been through worse. She can handle it.</p><p>The other kids may be starting to notice that she&rsquo;s not &ldquo;normal,&rdquo; they start calling her &ldquo;slow,&rdquo; or &ldquo;dumb,&rdquo; or &ldquo;stupid.&rdquo; It&rsquo;s fine, she&rsquo;s a fast learner, soon enough she&rsquo;ll catch up.</p><p>She doesn&rsquo;t need to tell Joyce or Will or Jonathan, because they&rsquo;ll just get worried for her. Until Will sees the bullies targeting her. She refuses to talk about it to him, and he doesn&rsquo;t try to force her to, so it&rsquo;s all good. He doesn&rsquo;t tell Joyce or Jonathan either. All he does is comfort her, and maybe she needs that, but maybe if it were Mike it would mean more to her. Mike is the one that loves her. But she can&rsquo;t tell Mike, because she can&rsquo;t look weak around him.</p><p>Mike doesn&rsquo;t need to know, anyways. She&rsquo;s fine. If she keeps acting strong, maybe he&rsquo;ll tell her he loves her again. Those words she&rsquo;s been waiting to hear since he blurted it out in Hopper&rsquo;s cabin. If she keeps acting strong, it&rsquo;ll eventually come true.</p><p>Until she breaks. She thought that maybe, just maybe, he&rsquo;d say he loves her this time he visits, and he never does. He never gives her that reassurance that would fix her back up. And if he won&rsquo;t say it, maybe she doesn&rsquo;t deserve to be loved. Maybe she&rsquo;s a bad guy, now, maybe being powerless made him hate her, and maybe she&rsquo;s a monster again. Maybe she&rsquo;s been thinking of getting her powers back and getting revenge against Angela, because she can&rsquo;t handle all the bullying anymore, and she can&rsquo;t handle feeling so tiny again. </p><p><strike>Maybe she&rsquo;s projecting all that she&rsquo;s wanted to get revenge on her Papa onto Angela</strike>.</p><p>And after she breaks, she goes straight back to Brenner. Maybe it&rsquo;s her punishment for acting out again, she&rsquo;s forced to relive her past, in multiple ways.</p><p>Dr. Owens tells her she can get her powers back, and she&rsquo;s not sure how that makes her feel. She doesn&rsquo;t want to have the power to be a monster, but she could also become a superhero again. Owens tells her he thinks she&rsquo;s good,<i> </i>and as much as she doubts it now, maybe, just maybe, <b>she can be.</b></p><h2>Another bit of character explanations, if you made it this far:</h2><p>-Mike values safety. He values his own safety so he can keep his friends safe, but he&rsquo;s willing to let that go if it also keeps his friends safe. El, as much as she&rsquo;s an amazing girl, is unpredictable. Keeping her under his control, so to speak, ensures that he can use her to keep his friends safe. When she loses her powers, she no longer has that use. He still cares for her, and she&rsquo;s still a close friend, but how he feels towards her slightly shifts when she can&rsquo;t keep people safe anymore. When she&rsquo;s no longer a superhero.</p><p>-El values Mike&rsquo;s love in specific because he&rsquo;s the first person(that&rsquo;s still alive) to treat her like a human being. Of course, that makes her feel strongly towards him. With the way he already tried to pursue her romantically, it was easy for her to convince herself it was romantic love. Romantic love also made her feel more &ldquo;normal,&rdquo; which is a pretty big desire of hers. &ldquo;Friend&rsquo;s don&rsquo;t lie,&rdquo; like all her other &ldquo;morals,&rdquo; stops having as much value when the person who taught her it stops valuing it. And if lying about her entire life in Lenora will keep him loving her, that overweighs how lying is &ldquo;bad.&rdquo; The time back in the lab, as much as I despise Brenner, teaches her that the lines between &ldquo;bad&rdquo; and &ldquo;good&rdquo; are blurred, and that people aren&rsquo;t black and white.</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/687536368544612352/id-like-to-take-another-look-at-mikes-new-puzzle" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I’d like to take another look at Mike’s new Puzzle Tales abilities.</p><figure data-orig-width="996" data-orig-height="2048" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bda4333010fced446c9b5e636c777926/ff9f8612daf94dac-ae/s540x810/ed7298e40b6a3ea6c28d1a15c7c3a38e0c6b88ec.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="996" data-orig-height="2048"/></figure><p>Image not mine. I swiped it from another post.</p><p>Backup Plan: I’m not sure we’ve seen anything like this, yet. He’s come up with plans, yes, which fits with him seeing himself as the leader, but nothing that seems to be a backup plan. This might refer to something that’s still to come.</p><p>Emotional Support: I think this fits with Will’s calendar quote. I think Mike is the “heart” that Will refers to. Mike will try to be the emotional support for El as she faces off with Vecna, as he’ll feel useless otherwise.</p><p>Confronting Danger: Mike hasn’t done anything this direct, yet. Still, he does tend to amp up when someone is in danger. Maybe this leads to Will’s “heart” quote, as Mike wouldn’t fare well in a direct confrontation, but is great support.</p><p>From Mike: Yeah…</p></blockquote>
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Tags: 
Downloaded files: "ed7298e40b6a3ea6c28d1a15c7c3a38e0c6b88ec.jpg",
 "ae2cf06fe09eaecc97d799f21c267d6e103eafbe.png"

Post id: 687536368544612352
Date: 2022-06-20 00:42:56 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687536368544612352
Slug: id-like-to-take-another-look-at-mikes-new-puzzle
Reblog key: 4lCTDH1w
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I’d like to take another look at Mike’s new Puzzle Tales abilities.</p><figure data-orig-width="996" data-orig-height="2048" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bda4333010fced446c9b5e636c777926/ff9f8612daf94dac-ae/s540x810/ed7298e40b6a3ea6c28d1a15c7c3a38e0c6b88ec.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="996" data-orig-height="2048"/></figure><p>Image not mine. I swiped it from another post.</p><p>Backup Plan: I’m not sure we’ve seen anything like this, yet. He’s come up with plans, yes, which fits with him seeing himself as the leader, but nothing that seems to be a backup plan. This might refer to something that’s still to come.</p><p>Emotional Support: I think this fits with Will’s calendar quote. I think Mike is the “heart” that Will refers to. Mike will try to be the emotional support for El as she faces off with Vecna, as he’ll feel useless otherwise.</p><p>Confronting Danger: Mike hasn’t done anything this direct, yet. Still, he does tend to amp up when someone is in danger. Maybe this leads to Will’s “heart” quote, as Mike wouldn’t fare well in a direct confrontation, but is great support.</p><p>From Mike: Yeah&hellip;</p>
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<p>I&rsquo;m stuck on the fact that Will&rsquo;s nesting doll (though it barely looks like him) has what can&rsquo;t be anything but a d8 or d10, but it somehow goes up to 11.</p>
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So here is my VERY LONG thread (please bear with me I have a point)...
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/687498588152070144/i-dont-understand-this-calendar-thats-january" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I don’t understand this calendar.</p><figure data-orig-width="1280" data-orig-height="1097" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bd6d4d67ebe04573a53ce530cecf2ef7/674c34daff5f78c7-b7/s540x810/79dd92bf726665ea0a7432dcc8b5dd450b43b98d.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="1280" data-orig-height="1097"/></figure><p>That’s January 2022 there with Steve. This calendar would have needed to be released months ago for it to be relevant. </p><p>Looking it up, though, it does seem real:</p><p><a href="https://danilo.com/products/stranger-things-2023-calendar-square-official-product">https://danilo.com/products/stranger-things-2023-calendar-square-official-product</a><br/></p><p>Going to the link, Mike has July 2022. The calendar isn’t even set for release until next month. </p><p>I wonder if it’s because the show got delayed, but they already designed (and printed?) the calendars.</p><p>Oh, and if Steve is the first one listed as January, and Mike has the #7 spot with July, then it suggests these are in month order.</p><p>Will would have March.</p><p>Edit: Nevermind about the 2022 thing. I didn’t notice that they have Sunday at the end of the week instead of the beginning. That does change the calendar layout. </p></blockquote>
<p>Reblogging with the edit. It is 2023, but it’s in the European format with Sunday at the end of the week.</p>
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Body: <p>I don’t understand this calendar.</p><figure data-orig-width="1280" data-orig-height="1097" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bd6d4d67ebe04573a53ce530cecf2ef7/674c34daff5f78c7-b7/s540x810/79dd92bf726665ea0a7432dcc8b5dd450b43b98d.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="1280" data-orig-height="1097"/></figure><p>That’s January 2022 there with Steve. This calendar would have needed to be released months ago for it to be relevant. </p><p>Looking it up, though, it does seem real:</p><p><a href="https://danilo.com/products/stranger-things-2023-calendar-square-official-product">https://danilo.com/products/stranger-things-2023-calendar-square-official-product</a><br/></p><p>Going to the link, Mike has July 2022. The calendar isn’t even set for release until next month. </p><p>I wonder if it’s because the show got delayed, but they already designed (and printed?) the calendars.</p><p>Oh, and if Steve is the first one listed as January, and Mike has the #7 spot with July, then it suggests these are in month order.</p><p>Will would have March.</p><p>Edit: Nevermind about the 2022 thing. I didn’t notice that they have Sunday at the end of the week instead of the beginning. That does change the calendar layout. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kayjustvibes/687464776584118272">kayjustvibes</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="552" data-orig-width="1039"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d34459ecc8ec622ecfa67a0dc54eefbc/72d4139f4c9f53c0-7e/s640x960/73ac7ef5a0ac74b72b95cc839054a5bfbadd5f9d.jpg" data-orig-height="552" data-orig-width="1039"/></figure></div><p>there i said it</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p>

“Because see without heart, we’d all fall apart”

<br/></p><p>Wasn’t there an interview where Charlie (or someone else) said that Will is trying to support Mike because Mike is supporting El? </p><p>I foresee a moment where Mike is losing faith in himself, so Will says this to him to point out how important he is. Mike is the sort of person to devalue himself to the point that he’d think everyone else is helping somehow, but he isn’t. Will wouldn’t stand for that. Mike’s the inspiration for everyone, including El, just like a good Paladin. His Cleric would make sure he knows that.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/deactivedhaven-deactivated20220/687451177056698368">deactivedhaven-deactivated20220</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Will: &ldquo;Because see, without heart we&rsquo;d all fall apart.&rdquo;</p><p>Vecna: “Alright, I’ve heard enough.”</p><p>Will: *starts floating*</p></blockquote>
<p>I’d love to see Will be so defiant in the face of Vecna that he tries to turn Vecna’s disdain for humanity into a positive.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/deactivedhaven-deactivated20220/687450811983396864">deactivedhaven-deactivated20220</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Day 18 we got a calendar for our calendar </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1100" data-orig-width="1284"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2048dbadf664a3a507a709ed8308f297/8f08b3dd0bb81101-61/s640x960/7f9a87fc5b268ad5eef261cdd0bebc6d8336103b.jpg" data-orig-height="1100" data-orig-width="1284"/></figure></div><figure data-orig-height="186" data-orig-width="184"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2997fd811fb0a195e89acc4259f07144/8f08b3dd0bb81101-23/s640x960/a9adb43444e17f4fd02cbe32bcfb4bdf6dfeae0b.jpg" data-orig-height="186" data-orig-width="184"/></figure><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="826" data-orig-width="1165"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/95643787e3e1762a81bec8f7d40d5e1b/8f08b3dd0bb81101-64/s640x960/bf8c5d9719c4ce441a0a06972428877c374e526a.jpg" data-orig-height="826" data-orig-width="1165"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>“Because, see, without heart, we’d all fall apart.”</p><p>Every quote on that calendar is something from the show. That means Will says this at some point.</p><p>I really want to know the context, because it sounds like he’s trying to boost someone up. </p><p>As much as I think Will is the heart of the group, he probably thinks it’s someone else. Mike?</p>
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Body: <p>So, I’ve seen some discussion about the function of Will’s painting in the plot. Around here, most of us believe it’s Will painting the day he and Mike met to give him as a gift, possibly as a way for him to tell him how he feels without having to tell him. However, most “general audience” reactions seem to be that it’s some sort of key to defeating Vecna or something else Upside Down related. While I think it’s ridiculous to think Will painted something that would be creepy to give as a gift, it does have me thinking.</p><p>Does Will’s painting also have a role in the plot itself?</p><p>There are two movies on the old Season 4 movie board that have me intrigued, and this is all stuff that I’m sure <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> has brought up before.</p><p>What Dreams May Come &amp; The Peanut Butter Solution.</p><p>Both of these movies feature “magical” paintings that people are essentially able to enter. In the case of What Dreams May Come, a painting of the main character’s wife is his manifestation of Heaven. In The Peanut Butter Solution, the main character’s hair is used to make magical paintbrushes that create paintings that can be entered Super Mario 64-style. I’m not making that up. It’s a real fever dream of a movie. Everyone should watch it once out of curiosity, and then never again.</p><p>This is all pure speculation, of course, but what if Will’s painting serves a sort of protective role? Vecna attacks by creating hellish mindscapes that are personalized towards his victims. What if Will (or Mike?) is able to escape into the scene of the painting in order to find a safe haven? The happy memory could be a bastion against Vecna’s fear-based attacks. It would also be a key moment that could have the other characters realizing that happy memories are the key to defeating Vecna, sort of a follow up to Max getting the strength to escape after thinking of Lucas, El, and the others.</p><p>Thoughts?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/687417090331820032">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><span class="npf_color_joey">The logical part of my brain, 95% of time winning</span> : <i>&ldquo; I  respect the effort and hardwork I see in all st analyses and theories (even if i don&rsquo;t agree with them). I&rsquo;ve had plenty of weird theories i dont think anymore&hellip; who am i to judge.&rdquo;  🤷‍♀️</i></p><p><span class="npf_color_joey"><b>Also the irrational part of my brain</b>:</span> &ldquo;<i><i>I get annoyed and feel like I l</i></i><i>ose a brain cell  everytime I see a theory about Will or El: 1.  dy*ng  2. becoming the evil final boss everyone has to defeat . 3.  having to face eachother in a fight. &rdquo; </i>🥲</p><p>&ldquo;<i>Not only because it&rsquo;s cliche and doesn&rsquo;t make sense from a thematic or narrative standpoint - for one of them to have a tragic ending.&rdquo; </i></p><p>&ldquo; <i>But <b>, I love both of my children. AND I DONT WANT IT</b> !  Give me luke and leia force siblings- it&rsquo;s been foreshadowed -it just makes sense</i> . They literally compared luke to el, and leia to Will. Stop it.   &rdquo; 😭🤣🤣🤣🤣</p><p>Force-sensitive siblings for life . </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1397" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3fdae882238b1e0c5aad11fc884ca2c6/5237adad9515f01a-6f/s640x960/c3e86cf72dfcce36503904230418aa6e84bc48a8.jpg" data-orig-height="1397" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="913" data-orig-width="320"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3b74b522b848d589e7ecc4338a3ea9b5/5237adad9515f01a-05/s640x960/1801827ef0364765fa958ca2f2e3dde156d2325a.png" data-orig-height="913" data-orig-width="320"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="638" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b03593ef589165d8098b2c36e3652e60/5237adad9515f01a-8c/s640x960/6f1080ab3a085fca632a02c1d915aff3cc7e12da.png" data-orig-height="638" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/687403655376338944">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>One reason that I hope that Mike is queer is that this revelation would be much more realistic to real-world emotions surrounding closeted lgbtqa people coming out to their loved ones.</p><p>Allow me to explain.</p><p>Nearly all stories in tv shows and movies these days announce to viewers what to expect, and allow audiences to know &ldquo;yes, there is lgbtqa representation in this story!&rdquo; and it&rsquo;s often a key part of the marketing. Yes, representation is wonderful. Yes, I do get a little excited when I know a story will feature something meaningful to the lgbtqa community. But step back for a moment and consider the way in which these stories are primarily for the queer community and allies. These stories aren&rsquo;t truly inspiring new insight and reflection or pushing non-allies and non-lgbtqa folk into challenging their current thoughts and ideas about queer people, in fact these stories that are advertised as featuring queer characters are effectively openly announcing &ldquo;hey, if this isn&rsquo;t your thing and stories about queer characters make you uncomfortable, you can skip this!&rdquo;</p><p>Now, some of you might say &ldquo;but wait! What about Will!? Why are you making this post about Mike?&rdquo;</p><p>Because <i>Mike</i> is the character that is arguably closeted and whose queerness still remains invisible to many audiences. He&rsquo;s the character who is probably lgbtqa but that audiences don&rsquo;t expect to be, because it hasn&rsquo;t been advertised, because he was in a dating relationship with a girl, because he &ldquo;seems straight&rdquo; (queue people making a list of stereotypes that people have decided apply to people and characters as if they can simply &ldquo;know&rdquo; if someone has feelings for someone of the same sex based on how they dress, what they do for hobbies, etc.)</p><p>And to me, there is a power and value in revealing to audiences that they should <i>not</i> assume a person&rsquo;s sexuality based on stereotypes, based on past relationships, etc. but instead allow them the space and safety to feel comfortable living their life openly as who they are and being honest about their feelings even as their understanding of themselves changes.</p><p>And if people can only accept someone&rsquo;s true self when that fits with their preconceived expectations of who they are and who they wanted them to be dating and who they believed them to be that was convenient and that fit with their assumptions: now that mirrors the true experience that people face and the challenge of coming out much more accurately.</p><p>Because we don&rsquo;t get marketing campaigns warning our friends and family that we&rsquo;re gay. Unlike many queer characters in tv shows, we don&rsquo;t get born into existence with a clear label that tells allies who we are and that tells homophobes that becoming close to us and caring about us will eventually end in a day that they feel &ldquo;tricked&rdquo; and &ldquo;disappointed&rdquo; that the person they cared about and could relate to ended up being something they didn&rsquo;t expect and didn&rsquo;t want.</p><p>Will Byers represents that all-too familiar story of the kid who got bullied for being different and for being seen as queer since he was young. If he is queer, he&rsquo;s not truly closeted because the world won&rsquo;t let him be. </p><p>Mike Wheeler represents a different queer experience that is also all-too familiar but often not represented in media in a way that genuinely brings audiences into being that characters friend or family member who assumed that they already knew whether or not he was gay or straight. But that&rsquo;s often the experience of many in the queer community! People assume, and then sometimes react badly when they feel &ldquo;tricked.&rdquo; So yes, many of us are very emotionally invested in the way that Mike&rsquo;s story is being told because the indignance that we&rsquo;re witnessing within the fan community over his struggle to tell El that he loves her, the debate over whether Mike could be gay or not, and the way that audiences are perhaps  too used to being coddled and very clearly warned by storytellers in advance that a character might be gay&hellip; </p><p>I&rsquo;ve got a lot of feelings about all of this.</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/jeroidk/687360941843775488">jeroidk</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687357886417027072">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willbyersgayrights.tumblr.com/post/687357350452068352/did-s4-e1-show-mike-gay-panicking-i-havent">willbyersgayrights</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Did S4 E1 show Mike gay panicking????!? I haven’t seen any discussion of this scene and I wanted to talk about it because ??? Disclaimer; I have a full face of clown makeup on and I just read the Byler masterdoc so naturally I’m reading too much into everything. At the same time I will not take criticism and this is rock-solid Byler proof. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="338" data-orig-width="600"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cec250ab3f95d823ab95745c520c1f87/261941ac355bcf21-7e/s640x960/c55f3c1c39deb9cbbeebea75042c9eea7e085fd1.gif" data-orig-height="338" data-orig-width="600" alt="Mike Wheeler bursts through the door to the Hawkins High School newspaper editor’s room, shouting “Nancy!” He stops abruptly, glancing around. We see a shot that focuses on a male student, looking at Mike with confusion. A shot of Mike again, and he turns his head to scan the room slowly, looking slightly startled. A shot of two students sitting. The male student is in the foreground, looking at Mike with a grimace. The final shot is of Mike, whose eyes almost imperceptibly linger on the other boy’s before they find Nancy in the center of the room. "/><span class="tmblr-alt-text-helper">ALT</span></figure></div><p>Just for context, this is when Mike and Dustin are trying to recruit somebody to play D&amp;D since Lucas had the championship game. He is trying to get Nancy to play.</p><ol><li>The abrupt stop after he bursts through the door yelling Nancy’s name. Why was he so surprised upon entering? Did he not expect to see so many people??? He knew where to find Nancy, so we can assume he has been in the editor’s room before. He slowly starts looking around the room after seeming shocked for a second.</li><li>The next shot is Mike’s POV, of a male student looking at him almost.. <i>intently</i>? He looks very earnest, albeit a little bit confused, and his posture reminds me of Will. I know, I know, that is a REACH let me live.</li><li>The shot switches back to Mike, whose eyes linger for a split second. Then his gaze sweeps over the room to the opposite side (somehow missing Nancy who is <i>standing in center of the room, glaring at him</i>. How did her brightly colored outfit not catch his eye?)  </li><li>The shot switches to Mike’s POV, showing us how he glances right past Nancy to a desk near her, where two students are sitting and looking up at him. A male student is in the foreground of this shot and is scowling at Mike. He looks almost disgusted? That may be too strong of a word. He really just looks annoyed. He is notably wearing a yellow-ish jacket (blue meets yellow in the west????!!?!). The second student at the desk is a girl I think, but she also is wearing yellow and her hair looks similar to Will’s (it’s not a bowl-cut but the general shape is there). </li><li>The shot goes back to Mike. We see that random male student #2 is also subjected to Mike’s lingering eyes.  FINALLY, Mike’s eyes move to the right, then up and he finds Nancy!!</li></ol><p>Why the focus on the random male students? Why is Mike so confused upon seeing them? Were they what distracted him from seeing Nancy who was STANDING IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROOM IN HIS DIRECT LINE OF SIGHT?? Did Mike get sidetracked because he made eye contact with not one, but two boys who may or may not have reminded him of his best friend with whom he is secretly in love????? I need answers. I know this is so dumb but I can’t get over it. It seems very intentional. Maybe the intent was to paint Mike as annoying or abrasive, or maybe as someone who is like socially inept? But there are other ways to do that without implying gay panic. That’s how I read this scene but I know I am delusional. July 1st needs to come sooner because I am unwell.</p></blockquote><p>I did think it was a bit odd that they gave him such a dramatic entrance there.</p></blockquote><p>No but like, i thought maybe you were reaching with that scene because i only watched s4 one time and i just brushed it off as Mike being shy/self-conscious because he was being loud in a quiet space, BUT that whole scene where they are looking for a sub-</p><p>Dustin&rsquo;s first options were Steve and Max. Very obvious choices because they are their friends, nothing odd about that. But Mike&rsquo;s scenes are:</p><p>- Panicking/being shy when being noticed by random dudes </p><p>- Going to the wrestling club, again, full of dudes (doing some good ol&rsquo; contact sports)</p><p>- And asking a dude in the science room/club (?) </p><p>They could have shown him asking Max instead of Dustin, and then show both of them asking random people, but they juxtaposed Dustin&rsquo;s normal/obvious choices with Mike&rsquo;s &ldquo;questionable&rdquo; ones. I mean- </p></blockquote>
<p>It’s the sort of thing that should sound crazy, but then you think about it, and, well&hellip;</p><figure data-orig-height="326" data-orig-width="276"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b34246d51d1f7ee78c05936590a9fe1b/bf736fe606f50315-4f/s640x960/6ef36995b0a17eb0efd5d7483bbdfe9fa2a01540.gif" data-orig-height="326" data-orig-width="276"/></figure>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willbyersgayrights.tumblr.com/post/687357350452068352/did-s4-e1-show-mike-gay-panicking-i-havent">willbyersgayrights</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Did S4 E1 show Mike gay panicking????!? I haven’t seen any discussion of this scene and I wanted to talk about it because ??? Disclaimer; I have a full face of clown makeup on and I just read the Byler masterdoc so naturally I’m reading too much into everything. At the same time I will not take criticism and this is rock-solid Byler proof. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="338" data-orig-width="600"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cec250ab3f95d823ab95745c520c1f87/261941ac355bcf21-7e/s640x960/c55f3c1c39deb9cbbeebea75042c9eea7e085fd1.gif" data-orig-height="338" data-orig-width="600" alt="Mike Wheeler bursts through the door to the Hawkins High School newspaper editor’s room, shouting “Nancy!” He stops abruptly, glancing around. We see a shot that focuses on a male student, looking at Mike with confusion. A shot of Mike again, and he turns his head to scan the room slowly, looking slightly startled. A shot of two students sitting. The male student is in the foreground, looking at Mike with a grimace. The final shot is of Mike, whose eyes almost imperceptibly linger on the other boy’s before they find Nancy in the center of the room. "/><span class="tmblr-alt-text-helper">ALT</span></figure></div><p>Just for context, this is when Mike and Dustin are trying to recruit somebody to play D&amp;D since Lucas had the championship game. He is trying to get Nancy to play.</p><ol><li>The abrupt stop after he bursts through the door yelling Nancy’s name. Why was he so surprised upon entering? Did he not expect to see so many people??? He knew where to find Nancy, so we can assume he has been in the editor’s room before. He slowly starts looking around the room after seeming shocked for a second.</li><li>The next shot is Mike’s POV, of a male student looking at him almost.. <i>intently</i>? He looks very earnest, albeit a little bit confused, and his posture reminds me of Will. I know, I know, that is a REACH let me live.</li><li>The shot switches back to Mike, whose eyes linger for a split second. Then his gaze sweeps over the room to the opposite side (somehow missing Nancy who is <i>standing in center of the room, glaring at him</i>. How did her brightly colored outfit not catch his eye?)  </li><li>The shot switches to Mike’s POV, showing us how he glances right past Nancy to a desk near her, where two students are sitting and looking up at him. A male student is in the foreground of this shot and is scowling at Mike. He looks almost disgusted? That may be too strong of a word. He really just looks annoyed. He is notably wearing a yellow-ish jacket (blue meets yellow in the west????!!?!). The second student at the desk is a girl I think, but she also is wearing yellow and her hair looks similar to Will’s (it’s not a bowl-cut but the general shape is there). </li><li>The shot goes back to Mike. We see that random male student #2 is also subjected to Mike’s lingering eyes.  FINALLY, Mike’s eyes move to the right, then up and he finds Nancy!!</li></ol><p>Why the focus on the random male students? Why is Mike so confused upon seeing them? Were they what distracted him from seeing Nancy who was STANDING IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROOM IN HIS DIRECT LINE OF SIGHT?? Did Mike get sidetracked because he made eye contact with not one, but two boys who may or may not have reminded him of his best friend with whom he is secretly in love????? I need answers. I know this is so dumb but I can’t get over it. It seems very intentional. Maybe the intent was to paint Mike as annoying or abrasive, or maybe as someone who is like socially inept? But there are other ways to do that without implying gay panic. That’s how I read this scene but I know I am delusional. July 1st needs to come sooner because I am unwell.</p></blockquote>
<p>I did think it was a bit odd that they gave him such a dramatic entrance there.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/foahchoseme/687356372081393664">foahchoseme</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="250" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f91f9a8896da92b80eae43f1e341a64f/875c2b9e5cca847c-16/s640x960/a4d0d2948c475c64809d7a51c80816fab01cefad.png" data-orig-height="250" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><p>If anyone is confused about the arrow on Mike’s shirt by the heart, it’s right here.</p><p>Will is sitting opposite him which means the arrow is pointing at Will.</p><p>These things are intentional.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="758" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8698ccc8da5b9f00b1b172aa3469a13d/875c2b9e5cca847c-76/s640x960/90092ef64d1af2454a8cbee467fbc6f01943e8e0.jpg" data-orig-height="758" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div><p>You can see the arrow on Mike’s heart that’s pointing at Will right here. </p></blockquote>
<p>You know what, I’ve heard crazier theories.</p><p>I also did see a post the other day where Finn apparently said this shirt was made specifically for the show.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/687354112507052032">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Two things I’ve found - A Millie interview snippet and an interesting part of Noah’s awesome con panel </h1><p>1”) first, Noah; <a href="https://href.li/?https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20T12JVPCgQ">https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20T12JVPCgQ</a></p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20T12JVPCgQ" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/20T12JVPCgQ?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen title="2022 Awesome Con Noah Schnapp Panel"></iframe></figure><p>At 7:05 someone asks what Noah would want for Will as an adult, since we won’t see it. He says something very interesting: “well, for Will, if they don’t do it soon enough, I hope he just is able to find his happiness and his truth and be able to express himself. He’s so locked up with all his feelings and his emotions and I just want to finally see him, like, say what he wants to say and just be happy. He’s never happy! So I’m waiting for that.”</p><p>Uh…do <i>what</i> exactly? Semantically, that makes zero sense, unless he has a specific thing in mind. And I have a few theories on what that something could be…if he means byler, it could mean that that’s being left on an ambiguous note. Also the ‘locked up’ bit supports the idea that Will is getting Tranced. </p><p>2.) </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rdnccxMGUR1udbxbs.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rdnccxMGUR1udbxbs.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":1280,"height":720},"poster":[{"media_key":"bc8157e1547a7fe3a44058fe7d44f2e3:f09eba69c6a4376f-93","type":"image/jpeg","width":540,"height":304,"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/bc8157e1547a7fe3a44058fe7d44f2e3/f09eba69c6a4376f-93/s540x810/7092ae2ccdb1d8837abc7c4cd4197b782bfb1079.jpg"}]}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bc8157e1547a7fe3a44058fe7d44f2e3/f09eba69c6a4376f-93/s540x810/7092ae2ccdb1d8837abc7c4cd4197b782bfb1079.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rdnccxMGUR1udbxbs.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure><p>1.) how does Mike still not know what to say, or what she’s talking about? Good lord.</p><p>2.) Millie understands eleven so deeply </p><p>3.) abandonment issues leaking into her relationship with Mike, meaning that she needs him to love her</p><p>4.)  Brenner-Hopper-Mike parallels as observed by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>? ☑️</p><p>5.) she very heavily implies  that eleven is coming to a place where she doesn’t need Mike</p><p>6.) ‘if he doesn’t love me, he doesn’t love me”</p><p>7.) she ends by saying that if Mike supports her on her journey he loves her. It’s understandable that he wouldn’t want her arrested, obviously, but he doesn’t accept it when he’s told who she’s with and what she’s doing. So…he doesn’t support her on her journey. </p><p>Overall, our interpretations are still holding up, which is what makes this all so frustrating. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://morkhan.tumblr.com/post/687350412936970240/but-its-the-fact-that-will-is-allowed-so-little">morkhan</a>:</p><blockquote><p>But it&rsquo;s the fact that Will is allowed <i>so little happiness</i> compared to the other main characters. I feel like the last time he was really, genuinely happy was at the end of season 1, and even that was tempered by the fact that he&rsquo;d spent the entire season up to that point being lost, traumatized, attacked, and <i>violated</i> by monsters. Then in season 2 he gets possessed and watches powerless inside his own body as so many people die defending him, protecting him, trying to save him, including the man his mother loved, a good man who had been nothing but kind to him. In season 3 his friends abandon him for romance, and he finds himself alone, stuck in a childhood he is no longer allowed to have, while his friends move to an adolescence which, for different reasons, is equally off limits to him. Then as of the beginning of season 4, he&rsquo;s moved away, lost all of his friends at once, and spent most of his time away pining for them, pining for someone who used to be his best friend who is now actively ignoring him. He gets a friend back just in time to be shot at, watch <i>another</i> brave man die to protect him, and bury that man in an unmarked grave in the desert with his own two hands. </p><p>He gets <i>nothing</i> that he wants. He gets no one to be his. <i><b>All</b></i> of his friends and family have found people who are more important to them than he is, who they like spending time around more than him. When his life isn&rsquo;t abandonment and loneliness, it&rsquo;s a nonstop train of trauma and violence. And yet he still finds it in himself to create, to pour his heart and soul into something to give to someone he loves, and then</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="249" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/49a3d79ba440a786ac0cc95a7c84d056/244decdf9ad83fe6-33/s640x960/3d75291b3bac5292d3b4f3f7665e038bff490252.gif" data-orig-height="249" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><p>And then I see the preview and I&rsquo;m like</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="488" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b993794bc9ed825f584a0f9890b86ef0/244decdf9ad83fe6-d7/s640x960/156e34db3a147b3fc7bb7f0c5db66d5c1b8cb794.jpg" data-orig-height="488" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div><p>You have <b>got</b> to give him <i>something</i>. You have got to give this kid a win. How much more do you expect this <i>child</i> to endure? How much more heartbreak and misery and trauma and violence and death can you put upon someone before you <b><i>cut them a fucking break?</i></b></p></blockquote>
<p>Even at the end of season 1, he was still faking his smile to an extent. He coughed up that slug, but hid it from his mom and everyone else. </p><p>He hasn’t been truly happy since sometime before season 1, at least not in any lasting way. This is assuming that sadness hasn’t always just been his normal.</p>
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<p>Just, you know, a couple of guys trying not to cry while talking to each other because they’re&hellip;bros? Yeah, that’s it. </p>
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<p>If they drive all the way back to California, then there will definitely need to be some shenanigans to get them back to Hawkins, unless we skip a day or two between episodes 8 and 9.</p><p>Well, or we just get more Fast Travel BS where the California storyline is just ignored for a while.</p>
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<p>I’m sure that’s exactly what it’s from, so good catch. What it might mean, if anything, is a mystery, though.</p>
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<p>I can’t get over the fact that he appears to have Garbage Pail Kids stickers.</p>
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<p>So, are they going to pull a WandaVision with Lenora Hills or something?</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/687308677273862144/ive-had-a-chance-to-sleep-on-it-so-heres-my" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I’ve had a chance to sleep on it, so here’s my more rational take on the scene of Will crying while hugging Jonathan. My apologies for my more emotional take last night. I think I’m still very nervous over that job interview I had yesterday, so I was mentally worn down.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="361" data-orig-width="610"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/015b5a734ac21e98958caf54635f08f5/08a5ac38731e79d9-f6/s540x810/7ba7c895b8777357607af1f771049a0fa367f1e2.jpg" data-orig-height="361" data-orig-width="610"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="535" data-orig-width="992"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2efd992f5c68e69bd0d6749d09907250/08a5ac38731e79d9-b4/s540x810/f73035b44f3264724c9a81974804da09610e4bed.jpg" data-orig-height="535" data-orig-width="992"/></figure><p>So, what do we know?</p><ul><li>It appears to be in a pizza shop.</li><li>Mike can (barely) be seen through the kitchen window, so he’s ok. The screenshots I have aren’t the best, but you can see him in some of the better ones.</li><li>El is probably with them at this point, and it’s a safe bet she’s with Mike.</li><li>Mike’s attention is not on Will, despite him clearly being upset.</li><li>Argyle is not apparently visible.</li><li>It <b>is </b>Jonathan in the second shot. Again, bad screenshot, but it’s the same shirt, even if the colors seem a bit off. As for the hair, well, bad lighting or something more. See below for more on that.</li></ul><p>Taking this information, I see a few possibilities.</p><ol><li>The leak about Mike telling El he loves her while in a salt tub in a pizza shop is true. This leads to Will overhearing the conversation and breaking down. After the conversation in Will’s bedroom, he thought things were turning around, hence him grabbing the painting. He leaves the room upset, and Jonathan follows. They talk, and Will confesses to being in love with Mike. Jonathan, having known for a while, embraces him as Will cries.</li><li>Will overhears only part of the conversation. Mike loves El, but he goes on to tell her that it’s not in the way she wants. It still leads to the confession described above.</li><li>Mike is simply back to being how he was the day Mike arrived (his birthday, I don’t care what the Duffers say). Will hates himself for believing that things could go back to normal. He’ll always be an afterthought whenever El is around. Jonathan picks up on it and comforts him.</li><li>It’s the beginning to Will’s Vecna Trance, with Jonathan being revealed to be Vecna when the moment suddenly becomes negative (”Jonathan” telling Will how much of a freak he is, for example).  We saw with other characters that they get lesser, but still disturbing, visions before the real deal, likely to wear them down. Vecna may have discovered Will if El made a connection with Vecna while in the tub. Will thinks he’s getting a brotherly moment with Jonathan the same way Max thought she was having a moment with her mom. Vecna turns what should be a beautiful sibling moment into more torment and doubt for Will. He’ll go from being a bit hopeful after his heart to heart with Mike to being even more scared than before. “There’s a reason you hide from them” indeed.</li></ol><p>Which one is it? Is it any of them? I have no idea. All I do know is that if they reduce Will to nothing but a sad gay kid, I’ll be furious. I felt like I needed to give the situation a more critical look, though, after my reaction last night.</p></blockquote>
<p>Additional possibility:</p><p>Will’s “Upside Down” sense goes off while El is doing her thing, leading to Will’s trauma being triggered. He’s going through all of this again, and he can’t handle the fact that it keeps coming back. He sneaks away to tell Jonathan, not wanting to worry the others, as that’s what Will does. Jonathan assures him that they’ll face it together, and that Will doesn’t need to keep hiding all of this from everyone. </p>
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<p>I don’t think I understand the “literally Will” part. </p><p>I guess this is going to be going on for a while, possible the entire next two weeks. I suppose the teaser did it’s job in that regard.</p>
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<p>I’m thinking it’s just bad lighting, but if it is something more, then I do have a rough theory. </p><p>El makes contect with Vecna, which lets him know where they are <b>and </b>that Will is there. He takes advantage of an already stressful situation to begin Will’s trance process. The above scene is Vecna, as Jonathan, shifting into Mike. </p><p>But, again, it’s probably just bad lighting/quality.</p>
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Body: <p>I’ve had a chance to sleep on it, so here’s my more rational take on the scene of Will crying while hugging Jonathan. My apologies for my more emotional take last night. I think I’m still very nervous over that job interview I had yesterday, so I was mentally worn down.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="361" data-orig-width="610"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/015b5a734ac21e98958caf54635f08f5/08a5ac38731e79d9-f6/s540x810/7ba7c895b8777357607af1f771049a0fa367f1e2.jpg" data-orig-height="361" data-orig-width="610"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="535" data-orig-width="992"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2efd992f5c68e69bd0d6749d09907250/08a5ac38731e79d9-b4/s540x810/f73035b44f3264724c9a81974804da09610e4bed.jpg" data-orig-height="535" data-orig-width="992"/></figure><p>So, what do we know?</p><ul><li>It appears to be in a pizza shop.</li><li>Mike can (barely) be seen through the kitchen window, so he’s ok. The screenshots I have aren’t the best, but you can see him in some of the better ones.</li><li>El is probably with them at this point, and it’s a safe bet she’s with Mike.</li><li>Mike’s attention is not on Will, despite him clearly being upset.</li><li>Argyle is not apparently visible.</li><li>It <b>is </b>Jonathan in the second shot. Again, bad screenshot, but it’s the same shirt, even if the colors seem a bit off. As for the hair, well, bad lighting or something more. See below for more on that.</li></ul><p>Taking this information, I see a few possibilities.</p><ol><li>The leak about Mike telling El he loves her while in a salt tub in a pizza shop is true. This leads to Will overhearing the conversation and breaking down. After the conversation in Will’s bedroom, he thought things were turning around, hence him grabbing the painting. He leaves the room upset, and Jonathan follows. They talk, and Will confesses to being in love with Mike. Jonathan, having known for a while, embraces him as Will cries.</li><li>Will overhears only part of the conversation. Mike loves El, but he goes on to tell her that it’s not in the way she wants. It still leads to the confession described above.</li><li>Mike is simply back to being how he was the day Mike arrived (his birthday, I don’t care what the Duffers say). Will hates himself for believing that things could go back to normal. He’ll always be an afterthought whenever El is around. Jonathan picks up on it and comforts him.</li><li>It’s the beginning to Will’s Vecna Trance, with Jonathan being revealed to be Vecna when the moment suddenly becomes negative (”Jonathan” telling Will how much of a freak he is, for example).  We saw with other characters that they get lesser, but still disturbing, visions before the real deal, likely to wear them down. Vecna may have discovered Will if El made a connection with Vecna while in the tub. Will thinks he’s getting a brotherly moment with Jonathan the same way Max thought she was having a moment with her mom. Vecna turns what should be a beautiful sibling moment into more torment and doubt for Will. He’ll go from being a bit hopeful after his heart to heart with Mike to being even more scared than before. “There’s a reason you hide from them” indeed.</li></ol><p>Which one is it? Is it any of them? I have no idea. All I do know is that if they reduce Will to nothing but a sad gay kid, I’ll be furious. I felt like I needed to give the situation a more critical look, though, after my reaction last night.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://kafkaesquebird.tumblr.com/post/687281071060058112/mike-sharing-an-intimate-moment-with-eleven-in">kafkaesquebird</a>:</p><blockquote><p>[Mike: (sharing an intimate moment with Eleven in the pizza shop during the leaked scene) I love you, El.</p><p>Will: (overhears the conversation and abruptly leaves, feeling crushed)</p><p>Mike: (continuing) I love you. I really do.</p><p>Mike hesitates, and El lifts a brow. </p><p>El: But…?</p><p>Mike: (looks guilty) But not the way you want me to.]</p><p>Am I crazy for thinking this could possibly happen with the ‘I love you’ scene the leaks are referring to? Maybe we don’t have the full scope of the scene, and in my head this just makes a lot more sense taking into consideration Finn’s interview answers, the narrative’s overall direction, previous vol. 1 character interactions, etc. </p><p>I also firmly believe that having Melvin split would add to their character development more than if they were to repeat the same arcs from season 3. One of the themes being “forced conformity” (heteronormativity/internalized homophobia), Millie saying “at the core of [Mike and El’s characters] they love each other very much” which could potentially be interpreted in a platonic manner. Finn saying there is a “mutual understanding and acceptance” between Mike and Will; Mike is learning about himself, and he’s experimenting with “new things.” El striving to grow on her own/become her own person (an extension of her season 3 arc with self-discovery), because her relationship with Mike seems to be not what she wanted and in all honesty is tying both of them down. I’ll just stop before my brain starts melting out of my ears.  </p></blockquote>
<p>It makes more sense than him suddenly being able to say the words if he already really felt that way.</p><p>A misunderstanding is the best explanation here unless they plan to totally handwave away all the problems Mike and El had. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://freetobeeyouandme.tumblr.com/post/687291256935694336/im-yelling-at-that-trailer-because-i-was-just">freetobeeyouandme</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I&rsquo;m yelling at that trailer because I was JUST thinking about Byler/Mileven and Star Wars parallels and then El and Brenner pull &ldquo;My friends need me&rdquo; - &ldquo;you&rsquo;re not ready yet&rdquo; &hellip;.y'know directly paralleling Luke and Yoda??? </p><p>Anyway what I was thinking about before was that before Return of the Jedi released, there was a subset of the fanbase extremely sure that Leia/Luke was gonna be endgame, only to be severly disappointed when Leia/Han happened. Obviously that doesn&rsquo;t map 1-1 onto the Mileven and Byler debate (althought it is interesting that among the fan theories they had the cast react to &ldquo;<strike>Luke and Leia </strike>El and Will start a secret relationship&rdquo; was one of them), but I found the situation very similar and other things from the Luke-Leia-Han love triangle DO fit the storyline very well.</p><p>However, if you try to map ST onto SW, it doesn&rsquo;t fit heteronormative assumptions. Narratively, El is Luke, Will Leia, and Mike Han: El is the one we know has powers, Will we&rsquo;ve been theorizing might have powers that have been hidden sofar, while Mike is the one without powers who is there to help out in other ways. Not to mention any talk that I&rsquo;ve seen calling/joking about El and Will being like twins (and rn being more or less legally siblings). It also maps storywise: Leia is abducted by Vader, prompting the entire story in the first place. Luke and Han meet and go to save her together. Also later we have the twins separated from Han (although in this case they move away instead of Han getting frozen in carbonite), meaning they need to reunite first to move the plot forward again. And now Luke goes to a deserted planet to train with Yoda, only to leave before Yoda thinks he&rsquo;s ready because his friends need him (which will, storywise, lead to El not being able to defeat Vecna, prompting whatever will happen in S5).</p><p>However, if that storyline is the inspiration, then Mileven won&rsquo;t be endgame, but Byler (Han/Leia). They always go on missions together when Luke is busy doing force stuff (like, y'know, we&rsquo;ve seen them do), they have that same wordless communication (&ldquo;you didn&rsquo;t have to say it&rdquo; vs. &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; - &ldquo;I know&rdquo;), and Han/Leia have a tighter relationship than Luke/Leia, who kiss once (to make Han jealous) and work better as friends/siblings.</p><p>So, yeah, I hope my rambling was halfway coherent, but the Star Wars parallels just had me screaming.</p></blockquote>
<p>I did notice the Brenner/Yoda comparison. It makes me wonder how far they&rsquo;ll take the Empire Strikes parallel. Yoda even had Luke face his own fears in the cave, showing him that striking Vader down in anger would only lead to him being the same. It was similar to Brenner encouraging her to accept all parts of herself and showing her how her anger couldn&rsquo;t defeat Henry. Her leaving before she&rsquo;s ready, in his opinion, only highlights the comparison more.</p><p>We don&rsquo;t know exactly how closely they&rsquo;d follow an Empire parallel, but it did end with Luke badly wounded after being defeated by Vader and Han frozen in Carbonite. </p>
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<blockquote><p>I feel like Will coming out to Jonathan in the pizza place lowers the chances of him being Tranced.</p><p>That would be the best way to make the reveal. Vecna would taunt him with everything he’s tried to hide, everything he’s felt guilty about. Learning about Will being gay before that would severely reduce the impact of the scene.</p><p>I don’t know what they’re doing now. It does look like Will is devastated by something, but Mike isn’t there, suggesting he’s unaware of Will being upset. As much as it pains me, it does support the “leak” that Mike tells El he loves her. Will overhears it, and he just can’t handle it. He leaves the room, and Jonathan follows because, well, he’s known for a while now. </p><p>I suppose it could still lead into a Trance. Will would feel especially vulnerable now, which Vecna could take advantage of. I just don’t know how they resolve this now. Unless there’s a reason to doubt Mike’s declaration, it just becomes unbelievable to have him and El fall apart yet again. However, it also makes this entire story unnecessarily cruel.</p><p>They’re hurting Will for the sake of making him the sad gay boy, and I’m not pleased about it.</p><p>I know trailers are misleading, but this really rips into my theories. It does have me thinking the cabin scene will just be Will coming clean, having learned that hiding from your friends only leads to further pain.</p><p>What a nice message, though. The best that gay kids can hope for is a little pain now to avoid a lot of pain later.</p><p>You’re using Pride month to build up to this? Prove me wrong, Duffers, or be ready for some bad press. 

</p></blockquote>


<p>I really really really hope that the scene goes something like: Will overhears Mike and Eleven talking, he hears Mike say “i love you” to her, and since he can’t handle the pain, he leaves without hearing the rest of the conversation, where Mike is like “I love you… but not like <i>that</i>” </p><p>I refuse to believe that all the buildup between Mike and Will is just for the sake of making him suffer. I refuse. </p></blockquote>
<p>I’d be ok with something like that. If there’s a misunderstanding, though, the audience needs to know that it was a misunderstanding. Otherwise, it would really feel like it came out of nowhere if Byler did happen. You can only have a couple fight and get back together again so many time before people stop buying it.</p>
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Body: <p>I feel like Will coming out to Jonathan in the pizza place lowers the chances of him being Tranced.</p><p>That would be the best way to make the reveal. Vecna would taunt him with everything he’s tried to hide, everything he’s felt guilty about. Learning about Will being gay before that would severely reduce the impact of the scene.</p><p>I don’t know what they’re doing now. It does look like Will is devastated by something, but Mike isn’t there, suggesting he’s unaware of Will being upset. As much as it pains me, it does support the “leak” that Mike tells El he loves her. Will overhears it, and he just can’t handle it. He leaves the room, and Jonathan follows because, well, he’s known for a while now. </p><p>I suppose it could still lead into a Trance. Will would feel especially vulnerable now, which Vecna could take advantage of. I just don’t know how they resolve this now. Unless there’s a reason to doubt Mike’s declaration, it just becomes unbelievable to have him and El fall apart yet again. However, it also makes this entire story unnecessarily cruel.</p><p>They’re hurting Will for the sake of making him the sad gay boy, and I’m not pleased about it.</p><p>I know trailers are misleading, but this really rips into my theories. It does have me thinking the cabin scene will just be Will coming clean, having learned that hiding from your friends only leads to further pain.</p><p>What a nice message, though. The best that gay kids can hope for is a little pain now to avoid a lot of pain later.</p><p>You’re using Pride month to build up to this? Prove me wrong, Duffers, or be ready for some bad press. 

</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://byler-4-life.tumblr.com/post/687259685077811200/so-i-just-listened-to-boys-dont-cry-by-the-cure">byler-4-life</a>:</p><blockquote><p>So, I just listened to Boys Don&rsquo;t Cry by The Cure, since there&rsquo;s been some theorizing that it could be Will&rsquo;s favorite song and save him from Vecna, due to Will having a poster of it in his room. Now, someone probably already did a deep dive on this, but I haven&rsquo;t seen it.</p><p>But in listening to the lyrics, it sounds like it&rsquo;s about a guy  who took the person he was in love with for granted, thought they&rsquo;d always be around, said some mean/cruel things to them that he didn&rsquo;t really mean. </p><p>He wants to try to apologize and tell the person how he really feels, but he thinks it&rsquo;s too late, the person has moved on and there&rsquo;s nothing he can do to get them back. So he puts on a front, laughing all the time, not allowing his real feelings to show or tears to flow, because Boys Don&rsquo;t Cry. </p><p>Now am I literally insane, or does that sound more like a Mike Wheeler song than a Will Byers song?</p></blockquote>
<p>That’s why I envisioned Mike <i>singing it</i> to Will during a Trance.</p><p>It probably won’t happen, but the words do fit exactly what Mike needs to say to him.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://tender-emotional-music.tumblr.com/post/687253233463345152/mike-cant-say-i-love-you-because-his-parents" class="tumblr_blog">tender-emotional-music</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I don’t really understand the theory that “Mike and Nancy can’t say they love people because their parents don’t say it.” There’s never any indication that Mike is struggling with that. He seems, at most, annoyed with his father’s lack of interest in anything, but in terms of how it’s executed on screen, it’s always portrayed as comedic (i.e. “what happens when <i>what?!” “</i>How could I ever survive without you guys?”). We never actually see any long-term mental ramifications, or him getting emotionally affected by his parent’s marriage in any significant way. This is a TV show, so it’s just lazy writing to pull things out of thin air, especially for ST, which is so meticulously put together. It would have been so easy to drop hints along the way if they were actually going this route, but so far, they haven’t really expanded at all on how Mike’s family life is impacting his mental state.</p><p>Then there’s the case of Nancy not being able to say she loves Steve. For some reason, people always seem to leave out the fact that she couldn’t say she loved him because she <i>didn’t, </i>since she was actually in love with Jonathan. This doesn’t really back up that theory at all.</p><p>This theory also explains nothing about why Mike was acting so weird with Will. You can pull the “he’s immature” excuse in s3, but this plot was seemingly resolved at the end. There’s no logical reason to repeat it unless they’re taking it further. I wonder if there’s <i>one </i>thing though, one common denominator that explains why Mike is having problems with both El and Will? </p><p>I understand where this theory comes from, but I really don’t think it holds up under scrutiny as there isn’t any substantial textual evidence to support it. It only really works if you don’t think about it for more than 10 seconds, and I’m sick of seeing people say that this makes more sense than Mike being queer despite all the textual evidence pointing in that direction. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://timetobeaghost.tumblr.com/post/687232907531747328/so-ive-been-a-byler-truther-since-st3-but-i">timetobeaghost</a>:</p><blockquote><p>So I&rsquo;ve been a Byler truther since ST3, but I always disagreed with calling Mike and Eleven&rsquo;s relationship toxic, thought that was taking things too seriously and overall overusing the term toxic&hellip; But ya know, it&rsquo;s actually toxic! </p><p>All through the show Eleven has these random bursts of violence related to Mike. In S1 knocks out Lucas in defense of Mike - which he does not appreciate one bit. In S2 she knocks Max off her skateboard, because she smiled at Mike&hellip; </p><p>Jesus, I never realized how creepy the music is when El focuses on Max&hellip; She&rsquo;s got that Phantom of the Opera obsessive stalker vibe going. </p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/1Lsfoaz--V0" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/1Lsfoaz--V0?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><p>In S4 she of course smashes Angela&rsquo;s face in, which I don&rsquo;t judge too harshly, but the thing is, Eleven makes it about Mike. She only does it because Angela refuses to lie to Mike that it was a joke. Apparently desperately thinking Mike might love her if she is cool and has friends, which is really way off&hellip; </p><p>In S3 El doesn&rsquo;t have a burst of violence like that. She is in a really good place, having a dad and a home and friends, being secure and belonging, while also being special. Still the spying thing is possessive stalkery, very much bothering Mike and destroying his trust. </p><p>I&rsquo;m telling you it&rsquo;s going to end in blood, flames and tears. This will probably not be resolved with a quick heartfelt conversation this year, at least not right away. Basically I think she will drop a whole ass chandelier on Hawkins. </p><p>That was a lot of Phantom of the Opera references for someone who doesn&rsquo;t know it very well. But I&rsquo; pretty sure Christine falls in sweet healthy love with her childhood friend. 😎 At least in the book. </p></blockquote>
<p>The thing about their relationship isn’t that it’s toxic because either of them are bad people. They’re both good people, but, as Brenner says, people have both good and bad in them. They just happen to bring out the worst in each other. They don’t see each other as partners, but as their connections to normalcy. Anything that challenges that normalcy triggers negative behavior in one or both of them.</p><p>I hesitate to say a relationship like that can’t be fixed, but I haven’t seen anything in the narrative that points to them building up to that.</p>
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Body: <p>It’s nice to know that even at 40 years old with an established career, job interviews still turn me into a nervous wreck.</p><p>Here’s hoping I get a callback for the next round. That way I can go through it all again!</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/aspynnn/687170640220946432">aspynnn</a>:</p><blockquote><p>“byler becoming canon would be so random even though they’ve known each other for 9 years. it would be such bad writing(<i>because i cant handle having a main gay couple</i>)!” </p><p>“a little boy kissing a girl, who is traumatized and doesn’t even know the difference between a brother and a boyfriend, after a week of knowing each other only after all his friends told him what he was supposed to feel like then they get separated for a year but meet again at a dance and kiss again despite barley knowing but it’s okay because it was love at first sight(<i>and because they’re a boy and a girl)!” </i></p></blockquote>
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<p>This is what a lot of people think is the natural fate of gay people.</p><p>This is why Byler <i>needs </i>to happen at this point.</p><p>Anything else simply reinforces this heteronormative mindset.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://thranduel.tumblr.com/post/687163219020759040/the-only-thing-thatll-be-unrealistic-and-also">thranduel</a>:</p><blockquote><p>the only thing that’ll be unrealistic (and also ruin character and story development) is if they force mike and el together again, like they do every season, and reduce mike to being el’s boyfriend that has to say “i love you” even though the entire audience already expects it and it’ll feel even more forced because she had to beg him to say it AND she just got her powers back so the timing is awful and she’ll never know if he only said it because of her powers or not</p><p>byler isn’t unrealistic. they’re not forced. if you wanna talk about build up, chemistry and history, byler have the <b>most</b> of it. they’ve been friends for most of their lives and experienced things together that they’ve never experienced with anyone else. mike also doesn’t change who he is or act like someone he’s not when he’s with will. that itself should show you that they have a strong, healthy and genuine relationship, not only for them, but their friends around them would love them too. when mike is around el, he changes. lucas, dustin, will and other characters have literally confronted him and called him out for being too consumed with her. i don’t understand how people think that’s healthy or fair when mike is forcing himself to be someone he’s not, el is in a relationship where she’s not getting the love she truly deserves and the people around them are getting hurt because mike and el just run off and exclude everyone to focus on each other. i haven’t heard any other characters actually say something positive about their relationship or approve of it. they just call them out and it seems like they weren’t ready to rush into a romantic relationship together</p><p>anyways byler is realistic, it’s been built up since the start, and i can’t wait to see them be canon</p><p>if you think otherwise don’t bother putting it in the byler tag!!!!!! thank u that is all</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/byler-solo-deactivated20220809/687162217390604288">byler-solo-deactivated20220809</a>:</p><blockquote><p>guys i just realized something um&hellip;.. </p><p>while mike is talking to will abt el will goes on w his whole monologue about being scared to open up because &ldquo;what if they dont like the truth&rdquo; and mike nods right </p><h2>why would mike nod if the truth is that he loves el. so that means the truth is that he doesn&rsquo;t love her? </h2></blockquote>
<p>Seriously, that alone makes it unbelievable that Mike would tell El he loves her. If that’s the truth, there’s no reason for El to not like it, and no reason for Mike to think otherwise.</p>
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<p>Well, that’s an interesting detail. That seems like a lot of work to go through for no reason.</p>
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Tags: 
Downloaded files: "ede66b85015ab440938192c5a449131dee63013b.gif",
 "42d5c1f64171fb70630959dda9b093014a04b972.gif",
 "3a2b3496a3d6c8adaf094f4835b5ae0864973de1.gif",
 "d5113b01a3a253ee21370bac00dcda20b0824121.gif",
 "d3114eee173a4fdf8b2c4c6634a109c87a0713f1.gif",
 "b036acaa2f95cf6f300608a3dc21521347f768c0.gif"

Post id: 687157543423885312
Date: 2022-06-15 20:21:40 GMT
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Slug: now-that-we-officially-know-that-peters-name-and
Reblog key: YBbeT2IE
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="221" data-orig-width="764"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2ffb1e8f8f70e0461424629d9e99f632/0aaa7b4ec0248512-e2/s540x810/aa388bb2930bbe29424bd99e6796834d585ee1a7.png" data-orig-height="221" data-orig-width="764"/></figure><p>Now that we officially know that Peter’s name, and possibly his entire bio, was a lie (ugh, a lie is not a twist&hellip;), what does that mean about the Duffers saying they forgot Will’s birthday?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/suzukasbigtoe/687155092441432064">suzukasbigtoe</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I DONT EVEN NEED A BYLER KISS SCENE ILL SETTLE FOR A HUG AT THIS POINT PLEASE😭</p></blockquote>
<p>I see where you’re coming from, but, respectfully, fuck that.</p><p>It’s this type of attitude that studios have counted on in the past. They can look good for having LGBT representation, but avoid pissing off moral guardians too much by not letting them a similar presentation as same-sex couples. It also satisfies the faux-progressive straight crowd who want to feel good about themselves, but still want to see their own heterosexual relationships as superior. </p><p>No. Let them kiss. It doesn’t have to be cringey, over-the-top making out, but let them kiss, like every other couple on this show has.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hoonphobe/687151391924436992">hoonphobe</a>:</p><blockquote><p>there’s something i noticed in this specific scene maybe i’m crazy </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="249" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/be8a43b6bc6ccd2ec5496d28f908fc95/80247fd9b10e89aa-0c/s640x960/e8870fcbc0f993f505831080167059ccaf359894.gif" data-orig-height="249" data-orig-width="500"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="249" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4e49b3c00adee1f65c6be4bb2fbfe852/80247fd9b10e89aa-65/s640x960/291e05579a66a0f18644db8d44149e1fa3234bcc.gif" data-orig-height="249" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><h2>“i was worrying too much about el”</h2><h2>“i feel i lost you”</h2><p>i feel like these specific pieces of dialogue showcase truly just how much mike wheeler really was up in his own head. </p><p>when mike goes to cali things are awkward between him and will while things seem relatively normal between him and el. mike was ignoring will because he was conflicted in his own head about his feelings for him, which lead him to overcompensating in his relationship with el. </p><p>it’s clear that mike was paying attention to will and possibly felt the distance that grew between them. i think he didn’t realize that he himself was the one that created this distance hence why the fight at the roller rink was so crucial to their development. </p><p>mike felt like he lost will because they weren’t as close as they once were, but mike never realized that will felt like he lost him too. mike was so focused on his own emotions that when will told him that he felt like he was losing his best friend, smth clicked in mike’s mind (after getting defensive ofc because that’s typically his initial reaction to be called out) that will was suffering just as much as he was. </p><p>this is what leads to their convo in will’s room. he tells will what was going on in his mind, probably without all the little details, to show that he never forgot about will. he’s reassuring will that he didn’t lose him and that he’s still here, that he’s sorry that he was the one that caused them to grow apart. he admits to being too worried about el and basically being up in his own head. </p><p>he tells will what he wants to hear not just because it’s smth will wants to hear, he says it because it’s smth he himself wants to hear too. and i think because of this mike will be more open about his feelings with will because he’s finally starting to see and understand the consequences his inner conflicts have on his relationships. and if one of those consequences include losing will as a friend, best friend, whatever he is to him, then that’s not a risk mike is willing to take. </p></blockquote>
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Reblog name: enamouredless
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/enamouredless/687149403115520000">enamouredless</a>:</p><blockquote><p>and if we actually get to see a flashback of baby will and mike at the swings? then what?</p></blockquote>
<p>I want that to be the memory that lets Will overcome Vecna, like El thinking about her mom.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/moon-trees/687149299518357504">moon-trees</a>:</p><blockquote><p>People who want Will to turn evil and get revenge or whatever don&rsquo;t understand him at all.</p></blockquote>
<p>It says more about the people who mention it than it does Will.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/687148889732694016">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Does anyone know anything about supposed casting calls for a young Mike and Will? </p><p><a href="https://twitter.com/amorbyler/status/1536739363471491072?s=20&amp;t=EtmULTMtph1rcMTYq1Ye8w">https://twitter.com/amorbyler/status/1536739363471491072?s=20&amp;t=EtmULTMtph1rcMTYq1Ye8w</a></p><p>This person said there was one for a shaggy haired black haired boy for s5 - I’ve seen no sources.</p><div class="npf_row"><div><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="590" data-orig-width="1096"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/116a733b91dfd48d12fd27268d6086fc/da6ea156397077d2-21/s640x960/e1ccf07c85ef1802f107d07842729f6b39050f16.jpg" data-orig-height="590" data-orig-width="1096" alt="APPARENTLY THERE WAS A LEAK OF A CASTING CALL FOR A SHAGGY HAIRED BLACK HAIRED BOY FOR S5??

— gio 📼 15 DAYS (@amorbyler) June 14, 2022"><span class="tmblr-alt-text-helper">ALT</span></figure><p class="tmblr-attribution"><a href="https://twitter.com/amorbyler/status/1536739363471491072" class="post_info_link post_source_app" _target="blank" rel="nofollow">View on Twitter</a></p></div></div><p>While we’re on the adorable subject: </p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><div><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1074" data-orig-width="1096"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d9ce9d8c5db686c205e70ce1d1986bf6/da6ea156397077d2-9f/s640x960/28967fa9d5cae1ef6c6d42b1fa432bf7095a44fb.jpg" data-orig-height="1074" data-orig-width="1096" alt="kindergarten byler pic.twitter.com/Oxwymda7Qu

— ✭ (@cleriics) June 13, 2022"><span class="tmblr-alt-text-helper">ALT</span></figure><p class="tmblr-attribution"><a href="https://twitter.com/cleriics/status/1536404680112226304" class="post_info_link post_source_app" _target="blank" rel="nofollow">View on Twitter</a></p></div></div></blockquote>
<p>As much as I’d like to believe this, it’s no more credible than anything that <i>other </i>Twitter person has said. If someone on social media says “trust me,” I’m inclined to believe I probably shouldn’t.</p><p>Still, Kindergarten Byler would be adorable. Actually getting to see them meet at the swings has been on the top of my wish list ever since Mike mentioned it in season 2.</p>
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Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://xtuonetar.tumblr.com/post/687145782768467968/nah-thinking-about-mike-trying-to-confess-and-say">xtuonetar</a>:</p><blockquote><p>nah thinking about mike trying to confess and say “i love you” to will but struggling to express it verbally and will going “mike. you don&rsquo;t have to say anything” because he understands mike&rsquo;s love even without words and <b>they</b> understand <b>each other</b> without words</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="333" data-orig-width="636"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0c247bf89f033b004f90a74317fee373/5071feff16fd42b6-03/s640x960/73379301ad73837ce6c527d1cdb6d811db7a58a8.jpg" data-orig-height="333" data-orig-width="636"/></figure></div><p><strike><i>( bonus: mike says he wants to say it so will is understanding and patiently waits )</i></strike></p></blockquote>
<p>Will: I love you, too, Mike.</p><p>Mike: Oh, I didn’t say it&hellip;</p><p>Will: You didn’t have to.</p><p>Mike: (crying) Cool.</p><p>Will: (also crying) Cool.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/fernietiv/687141701235752960">fernietiv</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Mike Wheeler represents Queers who have the most emotional and atrocious internal battle between being who they are and the problems that accompany it.</p><p>Mike Wheeler represents the in perfect, flawed, and ugly side of emotional angst when you figure out- no you can&rsquo;t change who you are even if you REALLY want to.</p><p>Mike Wheeler represents teenagers who are emotional not matured yet and still just a kid figuring shit out.</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/tastywormfood/687141778131927040">tastywormfood</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1653" data-orig-width="1377"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5089605410a7397eead4d162842f80e5/ff825d0c016da398-f6/s640x960/7d7d72e9f7c775c6dabe837cc96bc384e830eaa7.jpg" data-orig-height="1653" data-orig-width="1377"/></figure></div><p>People asked and I delivered! I rarely do full color paintings, but u guys deserve nothing but the best! And if they don’t become canon I will be deleting my entire computer hard drive.</p><p>Gotta be honest it’s kinda scary when suddenly over 1000 ppl see ur drawing, like that was a huge sudden pressure😭 also I’m really bad at depths and shadows, but I did my very best! Hope you like it&lt;3 </p><p>Btw if I somehow was able to make prints of these, would people be interested in them? Asking for a friend</p></blockquote>
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Reblog url: https://queerxqueen.tumblr.com/post/687141341260611584/so-many-bylers-saying-theres-not-enough-time-to
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://queerxqueen.tumblr.com/post/687141341260611584/so-many-bylers-saying-theres-not-enough-time-to">queerxqueen</a>:</p><blockquote><p>so many bylers saying there&rsquo;s not enough time to build up byler for it to be canon in volume 2.</p><p>but like. yall. the byler scenes in volume 1 total about 10 minutes and think of how much they did with them. how much they set up that has yet to pay off.</p><p>i know volume two is only two episodes but it&rsquo;s about <i>4 hours</i> of new content. even with the many plot lines to keep track of and a huge climax to build to, to me it feels like there&rsquo;s still enough time to get the job done unambiguously and in a way that feels natural. </p><p>we still have the painting reveal, the leaked hopper&rsquo;s cabin scene, a mike monologue that will hopefully explain his motivations this season, and of course more of vecna&rsquo;s curse which could impact mike or will or both.</p><p>don&rsquo;t lose hope, is all i&rsquo;m saying. </p></blockquote>
<p>Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship was &ldquo;developed&rdquo; by them kissing in season 1 and then missing each other at the beginning of season 2. Then they got together. There was barely any <i>actual</i> development, then it actually happened and looked terrible, but people still like to claim it&rsquo;s been built up for four seasons.</p><p>Meanwhile, no amount of Byler development, which has also been building since season 1, even if less obviously, is ever enough to satisfy the average viewer.</p><p>Yeah, that&rsquo;s fair.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 687139698870714368
Date: 2022-06-15 15:38:02 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687139698870714368
Slug: 
Reblog key: 1cXr3vde
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sleepy-moron/687139131304853504
Reblog name: sleepy-moron
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sleepy-moron/687139131304853504">sleepy-moron</a>:</p><blockquote><h2><span class="npf_color_niles">Byler is endgame starter kit:</span></h2><p>So since this tag has blown up since volume one dropped and a bunch of people are new to the madness or are trying to convince other people that this is the direction the show will go in I thought it might be nice to have a post that works as a jumping off point for getting immersed in our little corner of Tumblr</p><p>1.  </p><p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://sollody.tumblr.com/post/686794083305422848/dear-people-who-think-mike-wheeler-is-straight","display_url":"https://sollody.tumblr.com/post/686794083305422848/dear-people-who-think-mike-wheeler-is-straight","title":"\"... remember what the dormouse said ...\"","description":"DEAR PEOPLE WHO THINK MIKE WHEELER IS STRAIGHT OR/AND A TERRIBLE PERSON,\nJUST CUT HIM SOME SLACK!\nTHANK YOU!\nSINCERELY,\nSomeone who is well ","site_name":"\"... remember what the dormouse said ...\"","poster":[{"media_key":"ff150bc8a067e2cbcfed49d294ebac51:6cc5e2e339981ff7-fc","type":"image/jpeg","width":540,"height":304}]}'><a href="https://sollody.tumblr.com/post/686794083305422848/dear-people-who-think-mike-wheeler-is-straight" target="_blank">&ldquo;&hellip; remember what the dormouse said &hellip;&rdquo;</a></p><p>This edit is basically a 50 second thesis on Mike&rsquo;s behavior in volume one and everyone should watch it at least once&hellip;.<a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M39_VAWduuNq0j2_uneCNUw">@sollody</a> did an incredible job here and I think this is an excellent starting off point for understanding why people believe byler is endgame</p><p>2. <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a> has the byler proof master slides available as a Google slides presentation on their account, it&rsquo;s probably one of the most comprehensive outlines of a lot of the really big byler proofs and is absolutely worth a read if you haven&rsquo;t checked it out before</p><p>3. Just read everything on the pinned posts for <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> and <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> &hellip;.. seriously though, they both post some excellent analysis and their work gets discussed a lot here so it&rsquo;s a good place to read more in depth stuff about byler</p><p>4. </p><p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://queerxqueen.tumblr.com/post/686610813808787457/why-byler-is-the-only-logical-outcome-of-stranger","display_url":"https://queerxqueen.tumblr.com/post/686610813808787457/why-byler-is-the-only-logical-outcome-of-stranger","title":"Why Byler is the Only Logical Outcome of Stranger Things 4: A Necessary Breakdown of Will, Mike, and Eleven’s Narrative Arcs","description":"Buckle in besties, this is gonna be a long one. \nI’m going to preface this by saying I’ve been a die-hard Stranger Things fan since 2016 and","site_name":"possessed by light"}'><a href="https://queerxqueen.tumblr.com/post/686610813808787457/why-byler-is-the-only-logical-outcome-of-stranger" target="_blank">Why Byler is the Only Logical Outcome of Stranger Things 4: A Necessary Breakdown of Will, Mike, and Eleven’s Narrative Arcs</a></p><p>By <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MqjKrzUMPUHHWPX9JJkadLQ">@queerxqueen</a>&hellip;. Excellent breakdown of why byler absolutely tracks from a narrative perspective and why m*leven endgame would be character regression for both Mike and El&hellip;. another account where basically all of the analysis posts are great and absolutely worth checking out</p><p>5. <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MFXMTAaFQ2ln3BJmuwAzDkA">@bluemeetyellow</a> is a fantastic blog to go through if you aren&rsquo;t super fond of reading long blocks of text&hellip;..super unique style of pointing out parallels and connections between different scenes and dialogue, absolutely worth a follow</p><p>6. <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MWn-sy8EQh3ySq6yjaxU6FA">@cmollyo</a> does some really helpful compilation posts and reblogs a bunch of excellent content on top of some very cool  original content </p><p>7. </p><p class="npf_link" data-npf="{&quot;type&quot;:&quot;link&quot;,&quot;url&quot;:&quot;https://ghostgirlinsatin.tumblr.com/post/686319940158062592/heya-im-a-bit-new-to-tumblr-and-byeler-so-do&quot;,&quot;display_url&quot;:&quot;https://ghostgirlinsatin.tumblr.com/post/686319940158062592/heya-im-a-bit-new-to-tumblr-and-byeler-so-do&quot;,&quot;title&quot;:&quot;Ghost Girl in satin&quot;,&quot;description&quot;:&quot;Heya 👋🏼 I'm a bit new to tumblr and byeler so do you know any accounts or posts like yours to check out? Love your posts by the way ❤️\nHey &lt;&quot;,&quot;site_name&quot;:&quot;Ghost Girl in satin&quot;}"><a href="https://ghostgirlinsatin.tumblr.com/post/686319940158062592/heya-im-a-bit-new-to-tumblr-and-byeler-so-do" target="_blank">Ghost Girl in satin</a></p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MN2QPYDWU-hKHy2GzDApKCA">@ghostgirlinsatin</a>  made this post with recommendations for a bunch of blogs that make good byler theory/analysis content so I will be yoinking it because I think it&rsquo;s a pretty good list of blogs to check out and also because I have a garbage memory. Their blog is also just good in general, especially when the doubt™ is at a high.</p><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><p>There are so many other people I could put on here but then I would never finish making a list so a lot of these are blogs who&rsquo;s content has been on my mind a lot lately or accounts that I read when I first got interested in endgame byler&hellip;&hellip;also because 7 is a byler number and I thought it would be funny to keep the list at seven points</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://foodiewithdahoodie.tumblr.com/post/687135190063169536/bylers-emotional-connection">foodiewithdahoodie</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Byler&rsquo;s Emotional Connection</h1><p>One thing I love about Byler, romantic or platonic, is that they have such an incredible bond that I rarely see in media when portraying boys/men. Not only is it healthy as both Will and Mike communicate efficiently, but when they do have the occasional spat, they don&rsquo;t let it fester or go unaddressed. If Mike hurts Will&rsquo;s feelings, he&rsquo;s going to eventually talk it out with him. Will is always transparent and isn&rsquo;t scared to express himself while Mike will allow himself to be vulnerable in his insecurities only with Will - this is a healthy dynamic often ignored in media and I find it wonderful that boys/men viewers can see it&rsquo;s OK to open up.</p><p>Will is emotionally intelligent. He has patience for Mike&rsquo;s shortcomings and I can only assume it&rsquo;s because Will&rsquo;s family is so lovingly tightknit whereas Mike&rsquo;s family feels like a forced business contract. Will had 2 positive male figures in his life (Bob and Jonathan - soon to be Hopper again) while Mike doesn&rsquo;t really look up to his emotionally checked out Dad. Still, they found a way to connect and understand each other more than anyone else.</p><p>They can have deep conversations and are honest with each other - never sugarcoating it. Will and Mike&rsquo;s friendship just shines with how unconditional the love is - so it makes sense Mike wants them to be a team again in S4 because look how far they came trusting the other. So shoutout to Stranger Things for showing us a boys/men healthy emotional connection not laced in hazing, violence, unfunny s*x jokes, d*ck measuring contests and other bad tropes that got normalized.  </p></blockquote>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/687130412959612928/okay-so-you-know-that-scene-in-the-vol-2-teaser" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://honeychuu357.tumblr.com/post/687129589495005184/okay-so-you-know-that-scene-in-the-vol-2-teaser" class="tumblr_blog">honeychuu357</a>:</p><blockquote><p>okay, so you know that scene in the vol. 2 teaser where it’s like someone’s feet lifting off the ground??</p><figure data-orig-width="1902" data-orig-height="1056" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3f4e34a6a8494f905dd5cab9fd9781d3/452508ff0591f6d3-98/s540x810/462fc530be7e299bd63e0727b130077bd3f3e3a3.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1902" data-orig-height="1056"/></figure><p>this one. yeah.</p><p>well, i’ve seen a lot of theories that this is someone being lifted off the ground because they’re being vecnaed, and people trying to theorize who it is–the most common theories being max or eleven.</p><p>HOWEVER, i was re-watching season two, and in the part at the end where eleven uses her powers to close the gate, she rises from the floor in the same exact way the person in this scene does. i was hit with major deja vu while watching it again. so maybe it isn’t someone getting vecnaed at all…maybe it’s someone trying to close OR open a gate…from the inside??</p></blockquote>
<p>Whoever it is seems to be barefoot and wearing white pants. It’s almost certainly El, regardless of whether her rising off the ground is her own powers or Vecna’s.</p><p>I can see it being her going full-tilt to try and stop him, but I’d expect a swerve with it not being good enough. I can also see her going around closing all the Gates, too. The Watergate might be tricky, though, so maybe she does try to close that one from the inside?</p></blockquote>
<p>i definitely agree that if it’s going to be someone, it’s going to be el…personally, i think there’s no way it’s max because 1, it’s in the attic of the creel house in the upside down where vecna most certainly is, and 2, i honestly find it hard to believe that vecna could have such a hold on max again…i mean, she shouldn’t feel like she has to hide anymore because, after she was vecnaed the first time, she has people on her team now. people who accept her and can reassure her. it just doesn’t make sense to me for her to get vecnaed again. of course the show might prove me wrong later, but, as it is now, that would honestly feel a bit cheap to me.</p><p>i’m definitely inclined to think that this is the final battle of the season, and maybe, because el thinks she has to be the one to defeat vecna on her own, she tries to be self-sacrificing and ends up using her powers in the full-on way she did at the end of season two?? that way, the failure ruins her not only mentally, but also physically…i’m talking full on force battle between eleven and vecna, as the next scene in the trailer is vecna holding out his hand in the same way el does whenever she uses her powers.</p></blockquote>


<p>I can see that. I&rsquo;ll take almost anything that isn&rsquo;t just El suddenly reaching a new power level and winning after being initially overpowered. They tease El getting her powers back stronger than ever, but it looks like Vecna has been out level grinding, too. </p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://honeychuu357.tumblr.com/post/687129589495005184/okay-so-you-know-that-scene-in-the-vol-2-teaser" class="tumblr_blog">honeychuu357</a>:</p><blockquote><p>okay, so you know that scene in the vol. 2 teaser where it’s like someone’s feet lifting off the ground??</p><figure data-orig-width="1902" data-orig-height="1056" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3f4e34a6a8494f905dd5cab9fd9781d3/452508ff0591f6d3-98/s540x810/462fc530be7e299bd63e0727b130077bd3f3e3a3.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1902" data-orig-height="1056"/></figure><p>this one. yeah.</p><p>well, i’ve seen a lot of theories that this is someone being lifted off the ground because they’re being vecnaed, and people trying to theorize who it is–the most common theories being max or eleven.</p><p>HOWEVER, i was re-watching season two, and in the part at the end where eleven uses her powers to close the gate, she rises from the floor in the same exact way the person in this scene does. i was hit with major deja vu while watching it again. so maybe it isn’t someone getting vecnaed at all…maybe it’s someone trying to close OR open a gate…from the inside??</p></blockquote>
<p>Whoever it is seems to be barefoot and wearing white pants. It’s almost certainly El, regardless of whether her rising off the ground is her own powers or Vecna’s.</p><p>I can see it being her going full-tilt to try and stop him, but I’d expect a swerve with it not being good enough. I can also see her going around closing all the Gates, too. The Watergate might be tricky, though, so maybe she does try to close that one from the inside?</p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://willel.tumblr.com/post/687096680641921025/what-if-theyre-literally-pulling-a-henry-creel" class="tumblr_blog">willel</a>:</p><blockquote><p>What if they’re literally pulling a Henry Creel.</p><p>What I mean by that is in the first flashback of the Creel house, they barely focused on Henry at all. You barely get more than 2 shots of his face and they don’t mention him having nightmares or visions. </p><p>Then later we get the full picture and his involvement and all the details.</p><p>What if they’re imploring the same misdirection technique, not focusing on Will’s point of view really whatsoever in terms of the over arching story but when the time is right they’ll just spill all the beans, showing us all these different events in new context from Will’s point of view</p></blockquote>
<p>That’s a fair point. The Duffers do like parallels.</p><p>Do you think Vecna will try to pull a “We’re not so different” with Will? I wouldn’t mind that so long as Will resists. I don’t want them making the gay teen pining over his friend into a villain.</p></blockquote>


<p>I’m almost positive Will will get the “join me” speech but there’s no way Will is turning evil. He’s a good boy deep to his core. All the parallels I’ve made between Will and Henry is not to say Will will become like Henry or that he’s evil, they’re the same but opposite. Foils.</p><p>I don’t expect a repeat of season 2 where he’s straight up possessed and is forced to betray his friends, but I can imagine a scenario where he’s fighting off the influence of Vecna/the Upside Down because he is irreversibly connected to it as the Duffers and marketing keep reiterating.</p><p>I want all of this to be leading to Will being the major important piece in defeating the Upside Down/Vecna but we’ll see. What better way to take out the villain that with someone exactly like them. Minus the evil.</p></blockquote>
<p>I do agree that it would be a repeat of season 2 if Will got possessed/turned evil again. </p><p>I’m partial to my own theory of the Mindflayer being Will’s dark side that he has to accept as part of himself to become whole (as Brenner told El). Once he does, he’ll gain his powers. That might be too much to fit into season 4, though.</p>
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<p>Of all things, it’s the subtitles keeping us going. Who’d have guessed?</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://willel.tumblr.com/post/687096680641921025/what-if-theyre-literally-pulling-a-henry-creel" class="tumblr_blog">willel</a>:</p><blockquote><p>What if they’re literally pulling a Henry Creel.</p><p>What I mean by that is in the first flashback of the Creel house, they barely focused on Henry at all. You barely get more than 2 shots of his face and they don’t mention him having nightmares or visions. </p><p>Then later we get the full picture and his involvement and all the details.</p><p>What if they’re imploring the same misdirection technique, not focusing on Will’s point of view really whatsoever in terms of the over arching story but when the time is right they’ll just spill all the beans, showing us all these different events in new context from Will’s point of view</p></blockquote>
<p>That’s a fair point. The Duffers do like parallels.</p><p>Do you think Vecna will try to pull a “We’re not so different” with Will? I wouldn’t mind that so long as Will resists. I don’t want them making the gay teen pining over his friend into a villain.</p>
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<p>I dunno, I always saw it as him being self-conscious about being caught in thought like that, and he felt Will’s eyes on him. Though, it’s a fair point of what was he thinking about that had him feeling so guilty that he made a show of getting back to digging?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://bisexualbonnet.tumblr.com/post/687116651193401344/sorry-but-noah-schnapps-acting-makes-me-insane">bisexualbonnet</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Sorry but Noah Schnapp&rsquo;s acting makes me insane. The way that he has little to no dialogue actually alluding to Will&rsquo;s crush on Mike but in all their scenes together you can just <i>see</i> the love <i>exuding</i> from every pore in Will&rsquo;s body&hellip;</p></blockquote>
<p>The kid’s a legit actor. He’s bringing back some of my own painful memories from when I was that age just by watching him. I <i>know </i>I’ve had those looks on my face before.</p>
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Body: <p>Just an FYI, I&rsquo;m deleting any Ask that mentions Reddit. I&rsquo;m over it, whether it&rsquo;s the leaks or the anti-Will stuff or whatever. </p>
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<p>Stuff like this is why I&rsquo;m so confident that we&rsquo;re meant to pick up on tiny details. That&rsquo;s such a small, hard to see detail they added in to back up Mike&rsquo;s issues with telling her he loves her. He can&rsquo;t say it. He can&rsquo;t write it. He can&rsquo;t buy a Valentine that says it.</p><p>But I&rsquo;m supposed to believe he actually does love her? That he&rsquo;ll just &ldquo;snap out of&rdquo; whatever mental block he has? </p><p>My suspension of disbelief only goes so far.</p>
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<blockquote><p>Have we talked yet about how El remembered the sewer route that “Peter” taught her, even though she repressed everything else about that day? Because on November 6, 1983 she opens the gate and then escapes the lab, right?</p></blockquote>
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<blockquote><p>This has probably been suggested already, but as I’m rewatching ST S4 ep7, I’m finding myself wondering if the nameless alternate dimension that El thrust 001 into got turned into an echo of Hawkins when Will got kidnapped into it. And maybe, yes, in S4 the Hawkins gang is able to <i>use</i> the light thing, but what if Will <i>created</i> the “use the lights to communicate” ability as a thing that was possible? (I think this is less likely, but it would be cool.)</p><p>(In any case I can’t wait to learn why he was the first one taken, can’t wait for him to be special &lt;3)</p><p>Also damn I really wish there could be a flashback of Will calling Joyce where they show them both standing there holding the same phone ;_; </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/deactivedhaven-deactivated20220/687095036146532352">deactivedhaven-deactivated20220</a>:</p><blockquote><p><i>“I didn’t know what to say.”</i></p><p>Mike can be oblivious at times, but not like that. He knew exactly what to say, he just couldn’t say it. Wonder why-</p></blockquote>
<p>That will perhaps be the biggest head scratcher if Mike ends up telling El he loves her. He didn&rsquo;t say &ldquo;I just couldn&rsquo;t say it&rdquo; or &ldquo;I didn&rsquo;t know how to say it.&rdquo;</p><p>No, it&rsquo;s &ldquo;I didn&rsquo;t know what to say.&rdquo; He knows full well what El wants to hear. The only explanation that fits this situation is if what he really feels doesn&rsquo;t match what El wants.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/aspynnn/687116137783312384">aspynnn</a>:</p><blockquote><p>why does everyone on tik tok think Mike will be severely homophobic when Will confesses to him like did u guys watch the show with your eyes closed</p><p>making him seem like a shitty person for no reason</p></blockquote>
<p>When people watch something they can predict character behavior based on either what they&rsquo;ve learned about the character or how they themselves would behave in that situation.</p><p>Guess which one requires less thought?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/ghostintherainbowroom/687082319265349632">ghostintherainbowroom</a>:</p><blockquote><p>You don&rsquo;t keep every single drawing from a friend you just &ldquo;grew distant&rdquo; from on your bedroom walls. You don&rsquo;t keep all those drawings and then not a single picture of your girlfriend anywhere in your room. </p><p>You don&rsquo;t only smile in pictures when you&rsquo;re with your &ldquo;best friend.&rdquo; You don&rsquo;t do that and then not smile in a single photo with your goddamn <i>girlfriend</i>.</p><p>You don&rsquo;t act closer to said friend after your girlfriend is gone, because why would you need to if it were just a normal friendly relationship? You don&rsquo;t have trouble hugging a guy that&rsquo;s &ldquo;just a friend,&rdquo; after an entire year of not seeing eachother, when you were able to hug a friend you see every day not even 24 hours ago.</p><p>You don&rsquo;t notice how your friend is acting upset all day, while pretending to ignore him, and not notice your girlfriend is being bullied until the aforementioned friend brings it up.</p><p>You don&rsquo;t have trouble saying &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; to your girlfriend with no hint as to why, if it&rsquo;s actually an expected reason. Not from a narrative standpoint, and not in a show with as much thought put into it as Stranger Things, since there&rsquo;s no reason to make it a vital part of the plot if there&rsquo;s an expected explanation. Especially if that explanation is never shown on screen.</p><p>You don&rsquo;t experience more emotional moments, and have more emotional reactions to fights than with your girlfriend with &ldquo;just a friend.&rdquo;</p><p>You don&rsquo;t do any of these things if you really are straight and not in love with your best friend.</p><p>Mike Wheeler, I know what you are.</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://thranduel.tumblr.com/post/687081946572046336">thranduel</a>:</p><blockquote><p>for anyone feeling disheartened after hearing that “insiders” said mike tells el he loves her while she’s in a trance fighting vecna, let me remind you of this</p><p>firstly, they haven’t even finished editing volume 2 (and if they have, it would’ve been done very recently so no one would be watching it now)</p><p>if people did see it, they wouldn’t be allowed to spoil something like that, especially when the show has been making such a big deal about it. it’s also such a predictable outcome anyways lol</p><p>even if mike does say “i love you”, that’s literally the only thing we’ve heard about this scene from “leaks” that we don’t even know are real. there’s no other context and it does NOT guarantee that he meant it romantically. it just means he’s telling someone he’s close to that he loves her when she needs strength (and we know he loves her. there’s no doubt about it. they have a beautiful bond and relationship, it just doesn’t have to be romantic)</p><p>also how do you know el will still want a romantic relationship with mike anyways? when owens was telling her to make a decision and go with him, even if that meant not seeing mike again, she chose to. and then she sent a letter saying “from, el”. i feel like that was foreshadowing a break up. not to mention the fact that mike crumpled up that letter, threw it in the bin and said it’s like a fight they can’t come back from</p><p>another thing, i feel like deep down el just wants to hear the words “i love you” from someone she cares about and has a close bond with. we haven’t heard anyone else say it except for her mother in the flashback. i don’t think she cares if it’s romantic, and whether or not he says it, i think she’ll realise that. i also think she’ll realise that she doesn’t even want to be in a romantic relationship. so i don’t know why people act like she needs to hear the words and know that mike is in love with her to be happy and strong. she’s already so strong on her own, and she can certainly be happy without being in a romantic relationship with mike. it seems like people reduce her to just being in a relationship with him especially when they say things like “the show revolves around them being together, they’re the main characters, the story will be ruined if they break up” like i’m sorry WHAT? if anything the story will make more sense if they remain friends because being in a romantic relationship clearly isn’t good for either of them</p><p>also, with all the scenes between mike and will and the awkwardness and the heart-to-heart about feelings, it seems like they’re really trying to explore their relationship more and none of these scenes would make sense if it just results in mike running back to el</p><p>the cast and official accounts also wouldn’t be teasing and hinting byler so much because they know how harmful queerbaiting is</p><p>so basically these leaks mean absolutely nothing</p></blockquote>
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<p>The comparison between this and how Mike looks when El dumps him&hellip;</p><p>How anyone can’t see the narrative evidence for Byler is beyond me.</p>
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<p>That means I was probably right when I said they find her soon after the explosion. I didn’t think it would be <i>immediately </i>after, but, well, close enough.</p><p>I might as well say that I think there’s a good chance that the explosion is a self-destruct sequence.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hoonphobe/687067875856580608">hoonphobe</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i always see the argument that mike didn’t say i love you to el because he grew up in a household where his parents never said i love you to one another so he has trouble expressing himself. that is the wrong parallel to mike’s parents. </p><p>people that use the quote of finn and millie saying mike and el are in a marriage where divorce isn’t an option to defend melvin but if anything it’s just further proof that their relationship isn’t healthy.</p><p><b>mikes parents are quite literally in a marriage where divorce isn’t an option.</b> they have 3 kids to support, and i’m not sure what karen does for a career but i’m assuming since it’s the 80s she doesn’t make enough to support her 3 children on her own. due to this her and ted are stuck in a loveless marriage. they don’t say i love you to each other because they don’t love each other. </p><p>i think finn and millie saying what they said in that interview was them indirectly comparing their relationship to that of mike’s parents, a relationship we as an audience clearly see is toxic. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/byerslvr/687065003185029120">byerslvr</a>:</p><blockquote><p>the entire analysis of <b>mike not being able to say he loves el because his parents don&rsquo;t love each other</b> is really wacky to be honest. because stranger things isn&rsquo;t the kind of show that throws something in without some kind of build up.</p><p>and&hellip; we&rsquo;ve never seen mike be bothered by his parents? he doesn&rsquo;t care much at all, and that&rsquo;s concerning, but they don&rsquo;t show him be conflicted about this kind of stuff. nancy is. nancy talked about this to jonathan, so I do see this storyline pertaining to her and how she views relationships as possible. </p><p>but they&rsquo;ve never even given us any kind of subtext of mike having this issue. he only seems to be bothered by his father lack of interest in life in general (he and a couch have the same vitality, so). but not by his parent&rsquo;s relationship or lack of love language. the show doesn&rsquo;t even delve into it like they did with joyce and lonnie&rsquo;s abusive relationship. </p><p>it baffles me that fans are quicker to give validation to this hypothetical reach and claim his internalized queerness is the reach here when it&rsquo;s been much more hinted and coded than karen and ted&rsquo;s marriage having an effect on mike.  </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="250" data-orig-width="400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b17f15ab24818e5954f972ce545de4d5/d9fdd0bd164aea6d-57/s640x960/36b8d4ebde25e7f2b727f8371decedcab0aa4e7d.gif" data-orig-height="250" data-orig-width="400"/></figure></div><p><small>ps: also, if the girl raised as a lab rat and never shown love that wasn&rsquo;t conditioned in a whole abusive, neglectful and inhumane environment is able to tell him she loves him and he can&rsquo;t then&hellip; I don&rsquo;t know what to tell you.</small></p></blockquote>
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<p>I feel like this is likely a parallel, so thank you for pointing it out.</p><p>Things don’t need to be said between Mike and Will. They’re just that in tune with each other, even if they’re both still holding back.</p><p>Mike tried something similar with El in the supermarket (”blank makes you crazy”), and it didn’t have the same sense of synchronicity. They’re not on the same wavelength.</p><p>I think not having to say things is causing a more long-term issue for Mike and Will, though, since there’s something deeper there that neither one wants to risk bringing up.</p><p>Now that I think about it, could the whole “acceptance and mutual understanding” be left ambiguous through another one of their unspoken agreements? I’d hate that, but it would fit with how they tend to have these serious conversations. Though, it would also go against the hints that they both need to be honest and say what they really feel. I dunno.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/enamouredless/687058895323250688">enamouredless</a>:</p><blockquote><p>NO bc mike not being able to tell el he loves her to her face or even write it on paper, him acting weird and self conscious around will, the theme of this season being forced conformity and hiding the truth, that conversation him and will had on top of the car abt being scared to tell ppl you care about the truth, him looking up to eddie, a self proclaimed freak that rejects conformity so much to the point he&rsquo;s started dressing like him.. were getting a more emotional mike and a more rebellious mike and he&rsquo;s learning what relationships meant too him and and and</p></blockquote>
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<p>I don’t know who wrote that caption, but, unless it’s the ST people themselves, I bet they don’t even realize that “heart-to-heart” has already been used to describe Byler scenes. </p>
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Body: <figure data-orig-width="832" data-orig-height="451" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ef864d900e7490e3ecbf57855cc8d5fc/51538496ccad02ec-f4/s540x810/cd16c4992d864adf27802f75ced1d82c6305adce.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="832" data-orig-height="451"/></figure><p>I think this is where they stock up on gear. It looks like a survival goods store.</p><p>We saw old set photos of these exact characters, in these clothes, carrying bags. Nancy was also holding a gun, if I recall. I wish I had that photo right now.</p>
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Body: <p>There’s a new batch of official stills out for volume 2.</p><p>Everyone else: “STEDDIE!” “Nancy lives!” </p><p>Me: Max and Lucas get a heart to heart. The Russia crew found something interesting. What are El and Brenner looking at? Our only photo of Will, and he’s literally masked in shadows.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://buck-yyyy.tumblr.com/post/687004390597509120/why-are-queer-characters-so-important-in-modern">buck-yyyy</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>why are queer characters so important in modern media?</h1><p>right guys, sit down and buckle your seatbelts, because i&rsquo;m about to explain why so many of us feel so strongly about characters being not straight or cis- particularly talking about stranger things, because that&rsquo;s what i&rsquo;m the most into right now, so it&rsquo;ll be the easiest for me to talk about.</p><p>i know that this isn&rsquo;t the best platform to talk about this on, because so many people here <i>are</i> queer, but i&rsquo;ve seen too much blatant homophobia surrounding will/byler from stranger things, and i&rsquo;m fucking sick of it. so i&rsquo;m writing this.</p><p>so the biggest question i&rsquo;ve seen recently amidst all the byler stuff (that was also a big thing when season three came out, and robin had her coming-out scene with steve) is <i><b>why did the show need gay characters? it was fine, why did they need to make it all &ldquo;woke&rdquo;?</b></i></p><p>growing up queer is fucking <i>hard</i>. i&rsquo;m incredibly lucky to have been surrounded by supportive parents and friends, but so many people <b>do not have that resource. </b>there are so many queer kids out there who don&rsquo;t have anyone around them that&rsquo;s accepting, and seeing a queer character in their favorite show can COMPLETELY change their perspective. hell, i&rsquo;m in a good situation in terms of my sexuality and the people around me, and yet seeing well-represented queer characters in movies and tv is still so huge to me, because i’ve struggled with accepting my identity for so long. </p><p>will byers as a character is so incredibly important to me because he is <i>so much like me</i>. i&rsquo;ve been in (and in some aspects still am in) a lot of the same situations that he has, in terms of relationships and friend groups and growing up. that scene in season three, where he gets upset about mike and lucas not wanting to play d&amp;d, and after arguing with mike (<i>it&rsquo;s not my fault you don&rsquo;t like girls</i>), he goes to destroy castle byers? that&rsquo;s one of the only times i&rsquo;ve ever cried watching a tv show, <i>because i&rsquo;ve been there, and i still <b>am</b> there</i>. growing up queer is fucking isolating. even with other gay friends, our experiences are nowhere near the same, and it doesn&rsquo;t make it any easier to see everyone else around you growing up and getting into straight relationships so <i>easily</i> when you&rsquo;re sitting there panicked about whether that one girl you like would be weirded out by you liking her, because what if she&rsquo;s straight and suddenly your whole friendship is ruined. </p><p>as a young queer person, good representation is so important to me. i’ve been queerbaited too many times because i just wanted to be seen (i’m looking at you voltron), because i wanted to be reassured that my future wasn’t hopeless solely because i was a girl who liked girls- and again,<b> im in a good environment for queerness. </b>i live somewhere where i could hold a girls hand in public with only a few odd looks, my friends and immediate family are supportive, and everyone around me is aware of my identity- so think about all the people who <i>don’t</i> have everything that i’m so lucky to have. so many queer kids grow up in places where they can’t be open about their sexuality or gender, where there’s no one like them for miles. </p><p>being able to see queer people in good, healthy relationships is life changing to queer kids who grow up feeling isolated and alone because of who they are. </p><p>specifically about stranger things, as well: it’s not a show like heartstopper, where you’re guaranteed to get queer characters because that’s what the show is about. stranger things isn’t about romance, queer or straight- it’s about kids fighting monsters from another dimension. making a main character canonically gay is fucking HUGE, because it solidifies queerness as something that doesn’t need to be advertised as the driving point behind a show, making it different than any other old romance show. they’re fighting monsters, and hey- that one kid with the dorky haircut happens to be gay!</p><p>it would be a huge win for our community. so. what are we not going to do? we’re NOT going to act like queer characters are only added so that a show can seem ‘woke’, because queer people are NOT a tool to ‘win you points with the liberals’. we are here, existing, just like everyone else.  </p><h2>we deserve to be able to see ourselves in the media we consume. </h2><p>fuck anyone who says otherwise. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://ghostgirlinsatin.tumblr.com/post/686982872742199296/same">ghostgirlinsatin</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/willbyersapologist/686982726114574336">willbyersapologist</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i cannot wait for a party hug in Vol.2. i need to see Lucas and Dustin excited to see Will again for the 1st time in a year, I need to see Max and El reunite after needing each other so much for such a long period of time, I need to see them all hugging and crying when they finally reunite. i need it. for my mental health. </p></blockquote><p><i><b>Same</b></i></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/rosedawkings02/686983856707993600">rosedawkings02</a>:</p><blockquote><p>(When ‘Will The Wise’ becomes Canon)</p><p>I think Vecna is gonna try and turn Will against Eleven. Like he’s gonna be stood in the middle of them both having to choose who to fight with. Vecna is gonna try and make it seem like every bad thing that’s happened to Will was because of El. Being left out. Losing his besfriend. Feeling unwanted. But he will see through it like Ben (Kylo in The last Jedi) did and he won’t turn on El… because Vecna hasn’t known love but Will has. Love always prevails. </p></blockquote>
<p>I could see him trying to do that. I agree, though, that he&rsquo;d ultimately fail. </p>
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<p>Oh, this is going to go well&hellip;</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://achairwithapandaonit.tumblr.com/post/686968383639519232/actually-the-theme-of-forced-conformity-in" class="tumblr_blog">achairwithapandaonit</a>:</p><blockquote><p>actually the theme of forced conformity in stranger things season 4 and how eddie foreshadowed it being what’s killing people in his first appearance and how if we’re not going through the worst queerbait of the century forced conformity/compulsive heterosexuality will really tie into mike’s character arc and explain the way his character has been acting since the start of season 3 can be so so personal</p></blockquote>
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<p>This fandom never disappoints. </p><p>I love it here.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/freedemon/686958014247452672">freedemon</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://kuro-anko.tumblr.com/post/686944018398068737/hermione-and-ron-were-beginning-to-have-romantic">kuro-anko</a>:</p><blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="952" data-orig-width="1080" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rdexvjsSNH1tktjr4_720.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rdexvjsSNH1tktjr4_720.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":1080,"height":952},"poster":[{"media_key":"3e52dc7fc8b2cb3c77a945d84c0a9573:cabe04867117418f-dd","type":"image/jpeg","width":540,"height":476,"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/3e52dc7fc8b2cb3c77a945d84c0a9573/cabe04867117418f-dd/s540x810/8efcafa613314404193fe51f7e34b4e27db88d1a.jpg"}]}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3e52dc7fc8b2cb3c77a945d84c0a9573/cabe04867117418f-dd/s540x810/8efcafa613314404193fe51f7e34b4e27db88d1a.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rdexvjsSNH1tktjr4_720.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure><p>&ldquo;Hermione and Ron were beginning to have romantic feelings for each other, and they held off because <b>hugging would have given conflicting signals</b>.&rdquo;</p><p>there is truly no sensible explanation for this that wouldn&rsquo;t include some deeper feelings</p></blockquote><p>Not to mention how HP + TCOS was one of the inspired movies</p></blockquote>
<p>It might as well be the same scene. I wouldn&rsquo;t be at all surprised if this is what they used from Chamber of Secrets.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bodegacat-withboots/686953894077661184">bodegacat-withboots</a>:</p><blockquote><p>My thoughts on Mike’s attitude this season is that he feels like it was Will the one who pushed him aside. Remember that El had been lying about having a bunch of friends and even enjoying school, Mike probably thinks that includes Will also having new friends and even “a girl he likes.” </p><p>They barely speak, Mike doesn’t reach out, Will does it even less but the only one getting info about the other is Mike. Even if this info is fake. </p><p>I think this is why Mike joins The Hellfire club, why he is cold to Will at the airport, why he doesn’t assume the painting is for him and why he calls him a douche. I think this is also why he says “why didn’t you tell me she was having problems?” It’s a subtle kick on the lack of communication between them. Thought Mike is blaming him at this point and he also seems to be under the impression that El is having trouble but Will isn’t (I mean he’s not the one in the rink, no?) </p><p>After the talk with El I think he realizes what was going on with <i>both</i> of them and he reassures Will they’re not just friends but best friends, he will always have his back. That’s why that scene is so sweet and intimate. </p></blockquote>
<p>I don’t think you’re reaching here. It’s not made explicit, but Mike’s behavior does suggest that he was upset with Will from the start. El was already lying to Mike about how she was doing, so it’s reasonable to think she may have also been telling Mike things that made him think Will was thriving there without him. Will told him it was “not possible” for him to find another Party, but I think Mike thought that was what happened. It fits with the “maybe you should have reached out more.” Mike got indignant that Will would be mad at him when, in Mike’s mind, Will was the one who left him behind. Mike himself wasn’t much better, focusing too much on El, like he said, and he ended up feeling like he “lost him.”</p><p>Him getting mad at Will over not telling him about El being bullied could be a manifestation of his resentment. Had Will tried to reach out more, Mike may have known El wasn’t being truthful, but it’s also just another reminder that Will let the friendship lapse, too. After what El may (or may not have, to be fair) told him about how they were doing, Mike may have been desperate to hear from Will, as a sign that Will still wanted him in his life. Will didn’t, probably already upset that he wasn’t getting letters like El.</p><p>Will decided on a grand gesture when Mike visited to try and bring Mike back to him, but he had no way of knowing that Mike would be trying to create a protective cushion between them emotionally.</p><p>It would be hilarious if it wasn’t all so sad.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://stincorrect.tumblr.com/post/686942420268695552/kidnapper-we-have-your-child-steve-which">stincorrect</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Kidnapper: We have your child.<br/>Steve: Which one?<br/>Kidnapper: The girl.<br/>Steve: *snorts* Yeah good luck with that.<br/>Robin: Wait, which girl?<br/>Steve: Does it matter? <br/>Robin: Point taken.</p></blockquote>
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<p>Me: Tries to stay cautious and rational.</p><p>Finn Wolfhard:</p>
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<p>Ok, now this isn’t fair if it’s not meant to go anywhere!</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bylrlover/686897333669085184">bylrlover</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i see so much comments &ldquo;you can still see how much mike loves el :((&rdquo; </p><p>WHERE???? ARE WE WATCHING THE SAME SHOW???</p></blockquote>
<p>I fear for the types of relationships people like that endure because they fool themselves into thinking they’re happy.</p>
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Body: <p>If anyone was wondering what it might look like for El to go into someone else’s Trance and witness their pain, I present to you this scene from World of Warcraft. Lady Jaina Proudmoore is in the Realm of Torment being tortured with what she sees as the sins of her past, the things she harbors incredible guilt over. Her mother is then able to see things from her daughter’s perspective, allowing her to forgive her, and Jaina to forgive herself.</p><figure class="tmblr-embed tmblr-full" data-provider="youtube" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200" data-url="https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DNDj2aaxixxo%26ab_channel%3DWorldofWarcraft"><iframe width="540" height="303" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/NDj2aaxixxo?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen=""></iframe></figure>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bodegacat-withboots/686891572223229952">bodegacat-withboots</a>:</p><blockquote><p>There has to be a reason why Mike is acting the way he is. A reason that is NOT just subtext for us to read. Chekhov’s gun and all of that. </p><p>Why was it remarked how Mike wouldn’t hug Will? Why would he say “We’re friends. We’re friends” if Will didn’t imply <i>anything</i> else? Why can’t Mike say “I love you” to his gf? Why did Will take the painting with him? </p><p>Why even give Will a crush in the first place, on his best friend out of <i>all</i> people? </p><p>It just seems like such a buildup for it to end up with a “sowwy I’m straight :(“ from Mike. Like why are we seeing <i>all</i> of this? And what would be the satisfying conclusion of the arc that the watcher gets in the end?</p></blockquote>
<p>It&rsquo;d be a lot of unnecessary, unexplainable bullshit if Mike suddenly just learns to tell El he loves her.</p>
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Slug: hes-getting-ready-to-cry-again-michael
Reblog key: AG1kYKIH
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/foahchoseme/686890112101007360
Reblog name: foahchoseme
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/foahchoseme/686890112101007360">foahchoseme</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Do you notice Mike’s lips quivering and the amount of blinking he did when Will was delivering his speech about not being able to tell people how you feel? </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="760" data-orig-width="828" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rddvkuDi0u1vahko1_720.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rddvkuDi0u1vahko1_720.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":828,"height":760},"poster":[{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rddvkuDi0u1vahko1_frame1.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":828,"height":760}],"filmstrip":{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/previews/tumblr_rddvkuDi0u1vahko1_filmstrip.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":2000,"height":183}}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rddvkuDi0u1vahko1_frame1.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rddvkuDi0u1vahko1_720.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure></blockquote>
<p>He&rsquo;s getting ready to cry again. Michael &ldquo;Repressed Emotions&rdquo; Wheeler is just constantly ready to break this season, and Will is the only one he feels safe enough with.</p>
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Slug: it-would-be-nice-to-have-anything-like-a-car
Reblog key: KJUEO6Bx
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/rainbowdazzle/686890285992706048
Reblog name: rainbowdazzle
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/rainbowdazzle/686890285992706048">rainbowdazzle</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Ok but think for a min. If we get a scene of the Cali crew stopping for the night at a motel, we could have a scene that parallels Jancy AGAIN when they had their whole motel in sep beds tension filled whatever. </p></blockquote>
<p>It would be nice to have <i>anything</i> like a car conversation or a motel stay. Just give us <i>something</i> so that they&rsquo;re not just Fast Traveling everywhere.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://rockandrollbyler.tumblr.com/post/686885868461522944/okay-here-me-out-will-getting-vecnad-first">rockandrollbyler</a>:</p><blockquote><p>okay here me out, will getting vecna&rsquo;d first. everyone is flipping out,  especially mike. out of the blue everyone but him stops trying to help. they stop panicking. one of them says &ldquo;just let him die&rdquo;. they all walk away in agreement, while mike yells at them to come back. vecna comes up behind him, says some shit. stuff happens and mike gets out of his trance, but will is still in his.</p></blockquote>
<p>It would be interesting, but it might get confusing.</p>
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Title: 
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<p>I think I just got an Ask directing me to this post.</p><p>I mean, he couldn&rsquo;t be more suspicious if he tried. Unless this is edited to make it look worse than it was, I think he missed his chance to be casual about it. It makes it look like he&rsquo;s literally trying to figure out how to answer.</p>
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Slug: 
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Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/686882396834037760
Reblog name: kaypeace21
Title: 
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Tags: 
Downloaded files: "21f310c90a764fa0708ca9e925708a19745349a8.jpg",
 "6c1c0dd6bbd74fabfd0fdec13048cd1af6510248.png",
 "f889664c54423ecbec022387010e7764069081f8.jpg",
 "dbda9eae317a846e6b3f414d2faea09e62a9abc0.jpg",
 "f6325a0005747ad35fb493a24df75ce15c3b664d.png"

Post id: 686872887125311488
Date: 2022-06-12 16:57:11 GMT
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Slug: the-only-way-were-going-to-fully-understand-what
Reblog key: MVlT34Zu
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>The only way we’re going to fully understand what the hell was going on with Mike in episode 2 is if we get to find out what was going through his head at, and after, the end of season 3.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler, mike wheeler
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Slug: its-not-like-team-hasnt-been-used-in-a
Reblog key: yHnuyyjx
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/blueberri3s/686865260258459648
Reblog name: blueberri3s
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/blueberri3s/686865260258459648">blueberri3s</a>:</p><blockquote><p>when Mike says „team“ BITCH THE WAY HE SAYS TEAM….i cant. i cant. makes me cry every single time. JUST THE SOFT VOICE?? AND THE- IDK WHAT IT IS.</p></blockquote>
<div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="750" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1cc418650728542a1756e2dbccfdb8a8/ea20eb3b2aef78be-a6/s640x960/23739b4d39357f817542ecee0fc08cf9385a00d6.jpg" data-orig-height="750" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><p>It’s not like “team” hasn’t been used in a romantic sense already on this show.</p>
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Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/halohalo00-deactivated20221029/686863096746278912
Reblog name: halohalo00-deactivated20221029
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/halohalo00-deactivated20221029/686863096746278912">halohalo00-deactivated20221029</a>:</p><blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="720" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rdda5dQQCK1w26fkf.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rdda5dQQCK1w26fkf.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":720,"height":720},"poster":[{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rdda5dQQCK1w26fkf_frame1.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":720,"height":720}],"filmstrip":{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/previews/tumblr_rdda5dQQCK1w26fkf_filmstrip.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":2000,"height":200}}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rdda5dQQCK1w26fkf_frame1.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rdda5dQQCK1w26fkf.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure><p>ok this one is a bit of a reach but i just thought itd be fun to compare them too: both fight started with one person following the other, the hand gesture when talking abt the other&rsquo;s presence, the irritation/annoyance and head bounce from max and Mike, &ldquo;it&rsquo;s not me it&rsquo;s just the way it is&rdquo; &amp; the framing looks kinda similar too in the end&hellip;.UMM idrk but anyway !!</p></blockquote>
<p>No, I think they’ve went to lengths to parallel Lumax and Byler this season. I mean, On the Bus plays while Mike and Will have their heart-to-heart in Will’s room.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://elmaxed.tumblr.com/post/686861187895508992/but-the-thing-thats-so-great-about-will-byers-is">elmaxed</a>:</p><blockquote><p>but the thing that&rsquo;s so great about will byers is that he <i>is</i> gentle and sensitive! he pointed a gun at a monster when he was twelve, but he also went &ldquo;it&rsquo;s ok, i won&rsquo;t hurt you&rdquo; after seeing a slug from the upside down. he&rsquo;s definitely underestimated and deserves more credit for managing to survive there all by himself, but that doesn&rsquo;t at all change the fact that he is also ultimately gentle in his every day life. it doesn&rsquo;t have to be &ldquo;will isn&rsquo;t sensitive, look at these things he did&rdquo;&hellip; he can be and is both capable and sensitive at once, and i think that&rsquo;s important to show and acknowledge! </p></blockquote>
<p>He’s Steve Rogers. He’s gentle, kind, and loyal, but not afraid to take a stand if need be. Give Will powers, and he’d become a hero because he’s already the right kind of person.   </p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://sollody.tumblr.com/post/686861535410339840/hawkinsschoolcounselor-i-need-a-gif-of-lucas" class="tumblr_blog">sollody</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/686859052619268096/i-need-a-gif-of-lucas-from-the-school-where-he-met" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>I need a gif of Lucas from the school where he met up with the others. You know, where he’s exhausted and holds a finger up to tell them to give him a second to catch his breath.</p><p>That’s how I feel right now. After the drama yesterday, I’m desperately trying to address as many Asks as possible.</p></blockquote>
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<p>Thank you, both for the gif and your kind words.</p>
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Slug: i-need-a-gif-of-lucas-from-the-school-where-he-met
Reblog key: ng5qg2AG
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I need a gif of Lucas from the school where he met up with the others. You know, where he’s exhausted and holds a finger up to tell them to give him a second to catch his breath.</p><p>That’s how I feel right now. After the drama yesterday, I’m desperately trying to address as many Asks as possible.</p>
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Slug: 
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Reblog name: hoonphobe
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hoonphobe/686823047128367104">hoonphobe</a>:</p><blockquote><p>it’s kinda crazy how eddie told us from the beginning why teens were going to be dying.</p><p>i don’t remember the exact quote, but when he says<b> forced conformity is what’s killing the kids</b>, he literally saying that these kids being forced to appear normal in society is what’s causing them to wound up dead.</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>vecna feeds off the traumas these teens have that they feel they must suppress in fear that they’ll be labeled as weird, depressed, freaks, crazy. them not expressing themselves and dealing with this trauma is what’s killing them.</p></blockquote><p>in a time where mental health, sexuality, and more was taboo, it’s easy for vecna to kill these kids who are being forced to conform. </p><p>henry creel was taken for experimenting when he refused to conform, then he was forced to conform in the lab, then he allowed himself to let loose again and he was sent to the upside down. maybe he doesn’t respect people that believe in conformity because he himself is a non-conformist who was punished for being so. </p><p>which may be the key to understanding who gets vecna’d, because which characters are HIDING something vs just not telling something (if this makes sense)</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/deeplyunnerving/686842275862560768">deeplyunnerving</a>:</p><blockquote><p>My contribution to the Will Gets Vecna&rsquo;d angst:</p><p>Vecna&rsquo;s torture doesn&rsquo;t start with Will getting rejected, instead it starts with Mike saying, &ldquo;I do love you Will, I&rsquo;ve always loved you&rdquo;, before descending into hell. Vecna telling Will how he&rsquo;s corrupting and ruining Mike. How this love would tear everyone and everything apart, how they&rsquo;ll lose friends and family, and in the end, Mike blaming Will for infecting him with this &lsquo;perversion&rsquo; when he knew it could never end happily. (Cuz I doubt Will has escaped the internalized homophobia of the time)</p><p>Once Will has heard those words from Vecna&rsquo;s illusions, he&rsquo;ll never be able to trust them as real. Even if Mike is screaming out his love for Will as he tries to pull him free of the trance, it&rsquo;ll seem like just another cruel trick. And if he realizes it is real, he&rsquo;s forced to think &ldquo;What if it&rsquo;s better that I&rsquo;m dead? If I&rsquo;m gone, Mike can be normal again, he and El can be happy together.&rdquo; Even flashbacks of their happy memories together is corrupted by the idea that their love can&rsquo;t be wholesome, that it&rsquo;s Will&rsquo;s fault in the end, that maybe he and Mike should have never met.</p><p>Just thinking about it. A confession of love could be more torturous than a rejection.</p></blockquote>
<p>Well, sure, but how do they get Will out of that then?</p>
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Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/daffodilwill/686842649387417600
Reblog name: daffodilwill
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/daffodilwill/686842649387417600">daffodilwill</a>:</p><blockquote><p>getting so tired of people hating on mike for joining hellfire…</p><p>no one understands him like I do fr</p></blockquote>
<p>The entire Party joined Hellfire. Will surely would have been part of that had he stayed. The whole point was to show that it was the avoidance of D&amp;D that was out of character. They&rsquo;re showing us that they all managed to retain their sense of self as they entered high school after toying with trying to become someone else. Even Lucas, who desperately wanted to be cool, was still part of it and ultimately sided with his nerdy side when forced to choose.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/686841781713764352">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Owens literally says he thinks el may be &ldquo;<b>the cure&rdquo; </b>to fixing hawkins/incapacitating vecna.</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1399" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5714cb9006edbb6cf10c4b5b130ab303/c9d06e6e0d587b28-2b/s640x960/0424ca3b9b9f8842c697510ea1722ba9beed9224.jpg" data-orig-height="1399" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>But idk&hellip; I just find it suspish Will is the one with &ldquo;<b>the cure</b>&rdquo; poster in his room, and not El. Hmm&hellip; 🧐</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="376" data-orig-width="641"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/18e9b76b9dd389ab6ffc382b02ee966d/c9d06e6e0d587b28-a3/s640x960/9ac8a5bec91966ccd9e0464dfba2bbbc64092076.jpg" data-orig-height="376" data-orig-width="641"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p>This is reminding me of how I pointed out El (is actually atreyu) and Will (sebastian) in Neverending story. Everyone verbally states  atreyu is the &ldquo; chosen one&rdquo; to save their world from darkness. It was revealed at the end it was actually sebastian-  the kid with the bowl cut who would destroy the darkness from overunning their world . The darkness was caused by his own grief and pain/immagination .</p><p>Also &hellip;.</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1274" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f1091496345471a5ccf66a81b7242501/c9d06e6e0d587b28-f6/s640x960/1144434174c7925a90ff65ec4900583e3aa24063.jpg" data-orig-height="1274" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="722" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/852019c748101632968a9256e79d7b05/c9d06e6e0d587b28-a3/s640x960/aa6b5d53b710470116a5e812075c1fd0e11ce5ec.jpg" data-orig-height="722" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>El in s2 is paralleled to luke- via being trained by kali (yoda) to lift a train (ship).  And luke/el js  the &ldquo;last hope&rdquo;. But the other option was their force sensitive sibling (who no one realized also had powers). We even had Will paralleled to Leia at the end of s1. </p><p>To be fair&hellip; Will said they&rsquo;d &ldquo;fix it together&rdquo; so &hellip;maybe <b>they&rsquo;re both the cure?</b></p><p>I kind of want luke and Leia superpowered twins vibes. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1397" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b2bb2c4778e6b249a2a337e8e1f4e947/c9d06e6e0d587b28-5a/s640x960/bda8237ed81f6417e55293240ca79a77ae9c20d0.jpg" data-orig-height="1397" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://thesituation.tumblr.com/post/686791034716454912/italian-man-equivalent-of-those-dog-owners-who">thesituation</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://the-real-numbers.tumblr.com/post/683056427340824577">the-real-numbers</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="440" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ede97364401c8eb086a4c0e35a82a3a0/fc4e660181c31359-f2/s640x960/bee5b8bbc8d888b2f6adbf92f739c6ebe98a69c1.png" data-orig-height="440" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>Someone free this man</p></blockquote><p>italian man equivalent of those dog owners who intentionally agitate their chihuahuas for views</p></blockquote>
<p>By now, I&rsquo;m sure this man either has a really good sense of humor or a divorce.</p>
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Reblog key: hE4UuTIo
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>I’m looking at an old draft I never got around to writing that I titled “Is Stranger Things all about escaping coerced conformity?”<br/></p><p>I’m really wishing I had written it now that Eddie said, “It&rsquo;s forced conforming. That&rsquo;s what&rsquo;s&hellip; ( shouts ) &hellip;killing the kids!” in episode 1.</p><p>I had bullet points written for who I wanted to use as examples, too. Mike and Will. El. Robin. Lucas. Steve. Karen. </p><p>Sigh, missed opportunity. Maybe I’ll still write it, but it loses a bit of its luster now that the show blatantly brought it up itself.<br/><br/></p>
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Body: <p>“He went on to say that there is “probably a mutual understanding and an acceptance” from Mike.“<br/></p><p>What’s a mutual understanding look like in these boys? Usually they speak in their own little language.</p><p>Will: I love you.</p><p>Mike: I know.</p><p>Will: (shocked, but smiling) Are you going to be frozen in carbonite now?</p><p>Mike: (shrugs, smiling) I know you’ll come for me.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://this-is-a-love-story-isnt-it.tumblr.com/post/685737514570579968/ok-so-i-just-watched-stranger-things-4-again-but">this-is-a-love-story-isnt-it</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Ok, so I just watched Stranger Things 4 again but only the Robin/Steve/Nancy/Dustin/Max/Eddie/Lucas scenes, and I think that the writers 100% purposely made Robin autistic. I don&rsquo;t think it was accidental. <br/>Back in the 70s and 80s autism wasn&rsquo;t really a thing that doctors knew much about, and for YEARS they also thought only boys could have autism. So it&rsquo;s not going to be an actual thing in the story where Robin is like diagnosed or even suspects it, but there were too many autistic traits for it to be an accident. <br/>And I really like the way the writers did it. She&rsquo;s not nerdy or super awkward and overly quirky all the time. She is those things, but they&rsquo;re not &ldquo;weird&rdquo;, if you know what I mean. <br/>But I remember the first time I watched it, the biggest thing that stuck out to me was when she kept asking Nancy if she was mad at her because Nancy was basically not being very friendly and Robin said she can&rsquo;t always tell if she annoys people because she&rsquo;s bad at picking up on social cues, which her mom reminds her of daily. <br/>Then there was the thing where she had to wear Nancy&rsquo;s clothes and she complained about how uncomfortable they were. Like she was so distracted the whole time because they felt scratchy and that the bra was digging into her… then she had a sensory overload outburst (sensory issues common in people with autism- commonly with clothes). <br/>Then when the police were escorting them out, the cop touched her arm when she turned to look at something and she spazzed out and sharply said &ldquo;don&rsquo;t touch me&rdquo; (autistic people commonly don&rsquo;t want to be touched or only like being touched on our terms). <br/>When Nancy said they had to run to the car and Robin said something like she&rsquo;s a bad runner because she has horrible coordination and it took her 6 months longer to learn to walk than all the other babies. <br/>And then how she would sometimes just interject in conversations with something super random and they&rsquo;d all be like, &ldquo;&hellip;okay?&rdquo; <br/>Oh then when they were in the Upside-Down and trying to communicate with the others at the Wheeler&rsquo;s house, so they put their hands up to the lights and there was that like sparkly energy field around it or something, and someone said &ldquo;It tingles&rdquo; and Robin said, &ldquo;It feels good.&rdquo; That&rsquo;s totally related to the sensory thing. I&rsquo;m the same way- some things are so uncomfortable for me, but I also can&rsquo;t help touching things- like I have to know what things feel like and then I&rsquo;ll just keep touching it if it feels really cool. <br/>Oh, and then when she said her biggest fear was rabies? so random. and she knew so much stuff about it and was kind of obsessed with it for like a whole scene.<br/>Just so many things like that, and the first time around I didn&rsquo;t pick up on all of them, so rewatching those scenes with that lens was really fun and helped me notice more autistic traits in her. But I loved that she did have friends- they were just cool and loved her quirks (or with Nancy, she just put up with them even though Robin annoyed her so much). And she wasn&rsquo;t overly &ldquo;weird&rdquo;. And she&rsquo;s smart without being nerdy. I guess I just really appreciate that the writers didn&rsquo;t go for the stereotypes and kind of naturally let those traits be revealed throughout the season.</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a href="https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/686799979017388032/question-is-peter-ever-actually-directly-referred" class="tumblr_blog">awhstrangerthings</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/686799626676895744/question-is-peter-ever-actually-directly-referred" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Question: Is Peter ever <i>actually </i>directly referred to as Peter?</p><p>We have a Peter in Owens’ family, referred to when Sullivan’s men are searching his house. “

Those are <b>Peter’s </b>old school projects.”</p><p>We have a Peter at Suzie’s house as one of the kids. “

That’s too much salt, <b>Peter</b>. Father’s kidneys! Father’s kidneys!”<br/></p><p>I think the only possible mention might be during Brenner’s work with 010 when the boy is sensing the massacre in progress. “<b>Peter</b>, Alec, what’s going on out there?”<br/><br/></p><p>Why have these different mentions of Peter if we never clearly state that the villain is Peter? What exactly is happening here?<br/></p></blockquote>
<p>I think I remember JCB saying that the name Peter Ballard was just a diversion, since they didn’t want to give out his actual name: Henry Creel. His character description also does not match his character. I guess Peter isn’t actually his name, it’s just Henry/001/Vecna.  </p></blockquote>
<p>More support for my theory that the Duffers will lie through their teeth if it suits their purposes.</p>
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Body: <p>Question: Is Peter ever <i>actually </i>directly referred to as Peter?</p><p>We have a Peter in Owens’ family, referred to when Sullivan’s men are searching his house. “

Those are <b>Peter&rsquo;s </b>old school projects.”</p><p>We have a Peter at Suzie’s house as one of the kids. “

That&rsquo;s too much salt, <b>Peter</b>. Father&rsquo;s kidneys! Father&rsquo;s kidneys!”<br/></p><p>I think the only possible mention might be during Brenner’s work with 010 when the boy is sensing the massacre in progress. “<b>Peter</b>, Alec, what&rsquo;s going on out there?”<br/><br/></p><p>Why have these different mentions of Peter if we never clearly state that the villain is Peter? What exactly is happening here?<br/></p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willel.tumblr.com/post/686797933456261120/venca-i-never-forget-when-i-kill-someone-is">willel</a>:</p><blockquote><p><i><b>Venca</b>: I never forget when I kill someone -is referring to Barb-</i></p><p>Then Vecna HAS to know about Will right??? And he&rsquo;s downright admitting he was involved with season 1, right?????</p></blockquote>
<p>!!!!</p><p>Vecna: “Will&hellip;welcome home. I’ve been waiting.”</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://sennqu.tumblr.com/post/686797961972318208/i-love-the-idea-of-mike-and-will-together-helping">sennqu</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686795391203672064">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://byler-4-life.tumblr.com/post/686794843234729984/okay-so-i-know-that-its-been-theorized-by-many">byler-4-life</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Okay, so I know that it&rsquo;s been theorized by many people that in the Hellfire club scene when an 11 was rolled, it wasn&rsquo;t enough to defeat Vecna, meaning that maybe the same thing will be true for real life - Eleven can&rsquo;t defeat Vecna. And I&rsquo;ve also seen people say that it might be Will, and that he could have powers.</p><p>What I haven&rsquo;t seen anyone say (and it&rsquo;s for sure possible I missed it) is this next part. in the Hellfire D&amp;D club, Erica rolled a 20 to defeat Vecna. And here in this scene from Rink-o-Mania, we have:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e898738c4971c8a405be72ed58690ad1/65a07099e255cd22-c1/s640x960/1127b7704a48673a6885ff1164d088278628a3a7.jpg" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>As you can see, Will&rsquo;s skates are size 10, so if you take both skates, 10+10=20. That might be some foreshadowing there&hellip;.</p><p>OR</p><p>You can see Mike&rsquo;s skates also are size 10. I find this a little bit weird. Finn&rsquo;s a good bit taller than Noah still. Do they really wear the same shoe size?  They definitely might, but&hellip;yeah, I don&rsquo;t know. It might&rsquo;ve been a deliberate choice by the show. Like look how they&rsquo;re all holding their skates so we can see the numbers perfectly?</p><p>So maybe it&rsquo;s 10 (Mike) + 10 (Will) = 20?  Like maybe they might have to work together (be together?) in some manner to defeat Vecna?</p><p>I totally might be reaching here. Definitely would appreciate feedback, I might have more on this train of thought later, but I want to rewatch some of the Vecna/001 reveal before I do. If any of our more talented theorizers want to take this and run though, please do.</p></blockquote><p>I’m not going to argue with anything that supports my theory.</p><p>I do think it’s intentional that all three are holding their skates at camera level with the numbers facing out.</p></blockquote><p>i love the idea of Mike and Will together helping defeat Vecna. Mike did mention they would be a good team</p><p>Plus it makes me think of when Robin suggested that she and Steve combine. Like I&rsquo;m sure some sort of fusion of&hellip;something is definitely going into play. I just don&rsquo;t know how</p></blockquote>
<p>I mean, Vecna is a lich, a powerful undead spellcaster.</p><p>Who better to fight him than a paladin and a cleric?</p>
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Body: <p>The Piggyback/Eleven’s Plan:<br/></p><p>What I think it means: Will gets Tranced, and El uses her powers to bring the Party into Will’s mind (piggybacking on her), so they can use the powers of love and friendship to save Will and defeat Vecna. The quiet, lonely friend who thinks he’s been forgotten and replaced is reminded of how important he is to everyone, and he banishes Vecna from his mind.</p><p>What it actually means if they stick to their usual formula: El “piggybacks” into someone else’s mind while they’re Tranced and fights Vecna, initially getting overwhelmed, but suddenly finding the strength to win. The end.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://byler-4-life.tumblr.com/post/686794843234729984/okay-so-i-know-that-its-been-theorized-by-many">byler-4-life</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Okay, so I know that it&rsquo;s been theorized by many people that in the Hellfire club scene when an 11 was rolled, it wasn&rsquo;t enough to defeat Vecna, meaning that maybe the same thing will be true for real life - Eleven can&rsquo;t defeat Vecna. And I&rsquo;ve also seen people say that it might be Will, and that he could have powers.</p><p>What I haven&rsquo;t seen anyone say (and it&rsquo;s for sure possible I missed it) is this next part. in the Hellfire D&amp;D club, Erica rolled a 20 to defeat Vecna. And here in this scene from Rink-o-Mania, we have:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e898738c4971c8a405be72ed58690ad1/65a07099e255cd22-c1/s640x960/1127b7704a48673a6885ff1164d088278628a3a7.jpg" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>As you can see, Will&rsquo;s skates are size 10, so if you take both skates, 10+10=20. That might be some foreshadowing there&hellip;.</p><p>OR</p><p>You can see Mike&rsquo;s skates also are size 10. I find this a little bit weird. Finn&rsquo;s a good bit taller than Noah still. Do they really wear the same shoe size?  They definitely might, but&hellip;yeah, I don&rsquo;t know. It might&rsquo;ve been a deliberate choice by the show. Like look how they&rsquo;re all holding their skates so we can see the numbers perfectly?</p><p>So maybe it&rsquo;s 10 (Mike) + 10 (Will) = 20?  Like maybe they might have to work together (be together?) in some manner to defeat Vecna?</p><p>I totally might be reaching here. Definitely would appreciate feedback, I might have more on this train of thought later, but I want to rewatch some of the Vecna/001 reveal before I do. If any of our more talented theorizers want to take this and run though, please do.</p></blockquote>
<p>I’m not going to argue with anything that supports my theory.</p><p>I do think it’s intentional that all three are holding their skates at camera level with the numbers facing out.</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "1127b7704a48673a6885ff1164d088278628a3a7.jpg"

Post id: 686793994896801792
Date: 2022-06-11 20:03:13 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686793994896801792
Slug: friends-look-at-each-other-like-this
Reblog key: PlNIgpUM
Reblog url: https://setvere.tumblr.com/post/686793530397622272/when-the-when-when-the-when-the-wehn
Reblog name: setvere
Title: 
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<p>Friends look at each other like this, right? </p><p>“Cool.” “Cool.”</p><p>Even when they’re holding back, they still get each other.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hoonphobe/686779569636835328">hoonphobe</a>:</p><blockquote><p>there’s a specific part of the scene where mike and el argue that i haven’t seen anyone talk about yet. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="260" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ce70072ad37ab49f298f80f4329ac1e2/40b405a6f1bcfa2d-e4/s640x960/e47aeeda0fd6850b08783d313b8a0f030b7f8384.gif" data-orig-height="260" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>(<a href="https://beaulesbian.tumblr.com/post/686765042196201472/sometimes-its-just-scary-to-open-up-like-that-to">x</a>)</p><p><br/></p><p class="npf_quote">“i’ve been bullied my entire life. i know what it’s like.”</p><p class="npf_quote">“no. you don’t”</p><p class="npf_quote">“i am different. i do not belong.”</p><p class="npf_quote"><br/></p><p>here we see el tell mike that he doesn’t understand what she’s going through because she feels like she’s different and doesn’t belong. however, this could be a parallel to how mike feels about his sexuality. those with internalized homophobia feel like liking the same gender is wrong for themselves. mike would understand what el feels because he IS different and doesn’t feel like he belongs. </p><p>this can be paralleled with el going to nevada to regain her powers and seek the truth. before getting her powers back she believed she was a monster because she thought she was the one that killed all those kids. however, after going through the experiments brenner had, she discovered that it wasn’t her that killed them but that it was 001/vecna/henry creel. in relation to mike, mike thinks that liking boys makes him weird and makes him someone not normal (almost like a monster). but just as el did, maybe mike will go through something intense to help him discover that he isn’t a freak and he learns to embrace his true self through loving will, the same way el was able to regain her powers through the love of her mother. </p></blockquote>
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<p>Is this not how the scene went?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/blueberri3s/686778037400993792">blueberri3s</a>:</p><blockquote><p>okay so there is this theory that the song that will bring Will back will be „Boys Don’t Cry“ by the cure right and- stop the fact that the band is called „the CURE“ THE CURE?? THE CURE.</p></blockquote>
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Tags: 
Downloaded files: "05f6c73179c6c5a585c4966222c8f4315505b5f6.gif"

Post id: 686769684755972096
Date: 2022-06-11 13:36:49 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686769684755972096
Slug: i-was-nervous-as-hell-because-i-hadnt-heard-back
Reblog key: kbfxgMfi
Reblog url: 
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Body: <p>I was nervous as hell because I hadn’t heard back from the school I applied to two weeks ago, but I just got an interview invitation today. </p><p>I’ll be meeting with them on Zoom on 6/16. Fingers crossed!</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 686769159377485824
Date: 2022-06-11 13:28:28 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686769159377485824
Slug: i-mean-it-was-obvious-to-me-considering-he
Reblog key: dtyDUWx8
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hyuninwtw/686768150877011968
Reblog name: hyuninwtw
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hyuninwtw/686768150877011968">hyuninwtw</a>:</p><blockquote><p>There&rsquo;s no more obvious foreshadow than Will saying: &ldquo;I&rsquo;m not gonna fall in love&rdquo; IDK WHY PEOPLE WERE SO SURPRISED, did they just forget about it or what? This also implies Will doesn&rsquo;t have a simple crush, he is IN LOVE with Mike, so they better get accustomed to the idea of byler happening and fast becouse IT&rsquo;S HAPPENING.</p></blockquote>
<p>I mean, it was obvious to me considering he briefly hesitated while saying it. He knew it was a lie when he said it, even if maybe a part of him wanted it to be true. Some people just would rather believe he was less mature than his friends.</p><p>Sigh, heteronormativity&hellip;</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/japplesomewhereelse/686726297230163968">japplesomewhereelse</a>:</p><blockquote><p>el: *has a mike shrine with all his letters signed from in her room*</p><p>mike:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="750" data-orig-width="1334"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/79005d9bdee02c4df1267d142c44625c/9d0faa024b7e3aa2-7d/s640x960/d5647ade0a6b6d3a887e3b49b1bec314cc6381a1.png" data-orig-height="750" data-orig-width="1334"/></figure></div></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://mlchaelwheeler.tumblr.com/post/686725930320871424/duffers-i-am-in-your-walls-release-the-scene-of">mlchaelwheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p>duffers i am in your walls. release the scene of mike biking back from the quarry after seeing will&rsquo;s body </p></blockquote>
<p>Young Finn didn’t know the Pandora’s Box he opened when he told us about that scene.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://wakeupthemembersofbylernation.tumblr.com/post/686720086793404416/people-will-literally-make-up-the-most-perplexing">wakeupthemembersofbylernation</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1223" data-orig-width="1170"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d13153caf0f4499351d68704a97142ec/ea95029f5d32fa82-3d/s640x960/623977c039b8912e70f5874c6015c201201f82e3.jpg" data-orig-height="1223" data-orig-width="1170"/></figure></div><p>People will literally make up the most perplexing and outlandish things and jump through hoops of fire while doing jumping jacks and running from literal demogorgons than accept the transparent truth </p></blockquote>
<p>Wow, this reads like everything people used to tell gay kids (and, honestly, still do sometimes). You’re not gay, you’re just confused/sick/traumatized/etc.</p><p>This is the sort of response that leads to LGBT teens becoming overcome with anxiety and depression. </p><p>Fortunately, their spelling and grammar alone tell me that this person is nowhere near educated on this topic. It’s just pseudopsych mumbo jumbo.</p><p>Still, fuck you to whoever wrote that. Fuck you&hellip; Grouchy-mud-7031? </p><p>Wow, I’ve never seen such an appropriate nickname.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://angst1clown.tumblr.com/post/686718701910769664/okay-for-people-saying-byler-becoming-canon-would">angst1clown</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Okay for people saying Byler becoming canon would ruin the show and stuff. </p><p>Romance is not the main focus of the show. The main focus is horror and alternate dimension shit. </p><p>But before anyone&rsquo;s like &ldquo;Why do y'all want Byler to become canon so badly?&rdquo;</p><p>Representation. It actually being canon would mean so many things.</p><p>• Gay main characters. (I love Robin, but she only showed up last season.) It would be nice if they could use the word gay or bisexual or pansexual or anything, because a lot of things seem scared of actually using those terms, but using them helps to normalize lgbtq+ people and their identities.</p><p>• Casual rep. Show people the show doesn&rsquo;t need to be all about lgbtq+ or sexuality to have multiple not allocishet people. </p><p>• Gay people in the 80s. We have always existed, and even if it was difficult to live in certain times, we did in fact live.</p><p><br/></p><p>There are so many more reasons but I don&rsquo;t have the brain power right now. Maybe I&rsquo;ll make a part two, but add other reasons if y'all want. </p></blockquote>
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Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>“I know it sounds insane, but Suzie saved the world last year. Maybe she can save it again.”<br/></p><p>Uh oh, this is exactly how Mike talks about El. I guess he’s going to fall for Suzie! Poor Dustin&hellip;</p><p>&hellip;</p><p>&hellip;</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="366" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6861f7a8bf373eecdc8872c36452fbde/de2a1035f8c91045-d8/s540x810/1994b2412c5cc3c5eac7bd3f6ba38fd018a133e5.gif" data-orig-height="366" data-orig-width="480"/></figure>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/keijieros/686716025327239168">keijieros</a>:</p><blockquote><p>look, i know i may be reading too much into this, but i was thinking about that “cupid’s arrow” mike got shot with in suzie’s house. i wondered why mike and why cornelius was the one who did it. so i did some digging about the origin of this name and famous people with the same name.</p><p>so i found a pope named cornelius, who was a bishop of rome, but what i personally found interesting is this:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="572" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e03d531c013c9e98579971da0690f5e5/3e814326b5ab9b39-a2/s640x960/4c91624eb383887dbb37cb5a8b9a33f400e4d151.jpg" data-orig-height="572" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div><p>so the dude named cornelius was considered to be patron saint of lovers and when the girl fell in love with <i>the</i> <i>young artist, </i>but <i>her father</i> refused the marriage<i>,</i><i> </i>cornelius helped young lovers and blessed the pair. </p><p>and in the show <span class="npf_color_joey"><b>mike wheeler</b></span> got shot with an arrow by <i><b>some dude named cornelius </b></i>while <span class="npf_color_chandler"><b>will byers</b></span><span class="npf_color_monica"> </span><b>(young artist)</b> stood beside him? so like… is it because mike wheeler is in love with will byers? or is it a coincidence? is it a blessing from higher powers? or am i reading too much into this? </p></blockquote>
<p>You know what, why not? That whole mess that is Suzie’s house has to be there for some reason. I mean, Argyle did become enamored with Eden while they were there.</p>
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<p>God damn&hellip;</p><p>This really speaks for itself.</p>
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<p>Mike rapidly blinking.</p><p>Both of them swallowing to keep their emotions in check.</p><p>The tears building up in <i><b>both</b></i> of their eyes.</p><p>The convenient interruption causing both of them to &ldquo;snap out of it.&rdquo;</p><p>The spoken words pale in comparison to the unspoken words in this scene.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/dumblesbiansworld/686677023105613824">dumblesbiansworld</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>If Melvin is gonna be Endgame it needs to be overly emotional </h1><p>I saw a comment on the &ldquo;Well, maybe some relationship problems can´t be fixed&rdquo; Stranger Things Instagram Reel (c´mon you know which one I´m talking about) that went something like this: </p><p>&ldquo;<b>Mike is acting so typical for men. My husband can´t show his emotions either 😜😜😜&rdquo;</b> &hellip;and it was supposed to be funny and relatable i guess and i even think it had lots of likes (but I´m not sure about that part), but it just made me think.</p><p>I´m genuinely 90% sure that Byler is gonna be Endgame, but just for the remaining 10% of brain I will write this post. </p><p>If Melvin is going to be Endgame and they´re not gonna adress the issues with this relationship properly, it will reinforce unhealthy and toxic relationship standards. <i>Like yeah, it´s completely normal for your boyfriend to not be able to tell you he loves you even though youve been together for three years. That´s a just a man thing. </i></p><p>So because of that I need Mike to be overly emotional. I need him to give her a damn good reason why he hasn´t been showing intense emotions to her in all these years (that isn´t him being gay lol). </p><p>Most likely it would be trauma and then i need him to realize that in a certain situation and then i need him to run to El <i>as fast as  humanly possible</i>  and tell her everything he´s been going through over the last few years and i need him to ugly cry and be  held and comforted by her. And right after that (or before, idc) I need her to be mad at him for never really being a good boyfriend and i need him to genuinely apologize!!! and i need her to tell him honestly about the bullying and how she felt so much shame for it and never told him. And i need her to apologize as well for not being honest.</p><p>And i need him to tell her he could not stand the chance of losing her, the one person he loves the most in the world and nothing could ever change that. And i need him to give her the biggest heart eyes (yes, even bigger than with Will) and laugh and giggle around and give her little kisses on the cheek when he´s happy and when he´s not, i need him to tell her what´s wrong (like he did with Will).</p><p>Even writing this out feels weird because it would differ so much from the Mike around El we´ve seen in all the seasons before and with two movies (even if they´re very long) you can´t fix an entire relationship that has been broken from the start. I would be upset in general if Melvin is gonna be Endgame, but this is the only way to do it. </p><p>A lot of the things I´ve mentioned (like the hurt/comfort trope) would also be very cool to have with Will when Byler is gonna be Endgame. But a lot of them aren´t a necessity with him because he has always more emotional and honest with him.</p><p>Anyways, writing this just made me even more certain that Mike will end up with Will. But in case he doesn´t, I need the Duffers to understand the impact the wrong potraition of unhealthy relationhips have on audiences. Especially younger audiences and in this case,  younger teen girls. </p><p><b>Thank you so much for coming to my TED Talk!</b></p></blockquote>
<p>So you&rsquo;re saying that part of the reason it&rsquo;s easy for fans to think Mike does romantically love El is just that they have terribly low standards for heterosexual relationships?</p>
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Body: <p>I know it&rsquo;s perilous to go looking at every little thing like it&rsquo;s a clue or foreshadowing, but am I the only one who is the teensiest bit worried that Robin mentioned waking up looking like &ldquo;a corpse&rdquo; while she and Steve were driving to the pep rally?</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, robin buckley

Post id: 686666723030663168
Date: 2022-06-10 10:20:17 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686666723030663168
Slug: el-dying-would-be-horribly-tragic-itd-be-no
Reblog key: BMENXTCE
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/toastywarmth/686661952740720640
Reblog name: toastywarmth
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/toastywarmth/686661952740720640">toastywarmth</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I see people theorising how the Duffers are gonna kill off El, and I’m here not wanting that to happen. El deserves a happy ending, she’s been through too much to just die. Not to mention, whether you like it or not, El is the icon of Stranger Things, the show wouldn’t feel the same without her. </p><p>And for some of you who like this theory because “it’s the only way for Byler to be canon”.  Stop. </p><p>There is a million possible ways for Byler to be endgame, and El dying is the worst and most laziest way to go. If there’s one thing I hate in shows/books/media, is when a character’s love interest dies, just so he could have the excuse to hook up with another character. Even when it’s a ship I love, I will lose respect in both the Duffers and Byler if this is the route the showrunners are gonna take. </p></blockquote>
<p>El dying would be horribly tragic. It&rsquo;d be no better than when people suggest Will should die. It sends the message that, yes, it <i>was</i> El&rsquo;s fault that this all happened, and she needs to die to fix it. El deserves to find happiness after she stops seeing herself as the one who has to constantly save everyone. She didn&rsquo;t cause this mess, so she shouldn&rsquo;t die trying to clean it up. In my opinion, that should actually be her primary character arc.</p><p>Also, what about Hopper? Do people really want him to lose another daughter? I don&rsquo;t know how the man would come back from something like that. </p><p>Stop trying to kill off the &ldquo;inconvenient&rdquo; side of the love triangle. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://starry-clown.tumblr.com/post/686625321752166400/heres-my-version-of-a-byler-love-confession">starry-clown</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Here&rsquo;s my version of a byler love confession</h1><p>What if it&rsquo;s Mike who confesses his feelings first and then it was Will who showed Mike that he&rsquo;s reciprocated those feelings for years.</p><p>(Mike has poured his heart out to best friend, Will after they&rsquo;re alone together right after the stuff they go through dealing with Vecna&rsquo;s curse.)</p><p>Mike let&rsquo;s out a breath of relief after confessing and Will is speechless, staring wide eyed at Mike.</p><p>Mike feels a touch of regret and thinking, oh shit what did I just do?<br/>so he awkwardly backtracks his words and before he could take it back Will starts laughing to himself which surprises Mike.</p><p>&ldquo;Will, why are you-&rdquo;</p><p>&ldquo;Mike,&rdquo; … &ldquo;you have no idea how much I wanted to tell you what you just told me.&rdquo;</p><p>Mike slowly tries to put two and two together but he&rsquo;s so damn oblivious. Will makes it easier by reaching and grabbing something behind him and reveals the rolled up painting that he kept in his back pack.</p><p>&ldquo;What are you doing?&rdquo;</p><p>&ldquo;Remember when you asked me if I remembered the day we first met?&rdquo;</p><p>Mike slowly nods his head at the question. <i>of course I do, but why is he asking me that?</i><br/><br/>Will hands the rolled up painting to Mike. &ldquo;Here,&rdquo; … &ldquo;This is your answer…&rdquo;</p><p>Mike is stunned and shocked at hearing Will&rsquo;s words. Confusion is all over Mike&rsquo;s face as he goes through a mental breakdown in his mind as he begins connecting the dots. <i>wait this is for me? but I thought…</i></p><p>Will can&rsquo;t stop fidgeting as he watches in both fear and anticipation as Mike begins slowly unrolling the painting. Mike hold&rsquo;s in his breath after he&rsquo;s done and stares at what&rsquo;s before him.</p><p><b><a href="https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y68LnSZ_j3M&amp;ab_channel=KyleDixon%26MichaelStein-Topic">[ tender, emotional synth music plays ]</a></b></p><p>It&rsquo;s as if time had stopped, Mike just stares in awe at the picture, noticing every brush stroke and color and detail from the sky, to the trees, to the swings and to the two boys… his heart skips.<br/><i>wait a second.</i></p><p>&ldquo;Is that-&rdquo;</p><p>&ldquo;The day we met?&rdquo; … &ldquo;Yes it is.&rdquo; Will say softly, finishing Mike&rsquo;s sentence.</p><p>Mike look&rsquo;s up back at Will, and freezes once he see&rsquo;s the tears falling down his cheeks. Mike wants to ask if Will&rsquo;s okay, like he&rsquo;s always have. Until Will nervously laughs and says &ldquo;I do remember… because meeting you on the first day of kindergarten, and saying yes to being your friend, Mike… I-It was the best thing that I have ever done.&rdquo;</p><p>Mike quickly looks down at the painting with an overwhelming sense of understanding, it was like the sun meeting the moon, a lunar eclipse revealing all the stars in the galaxy ever so clearly.</p><p>This painting is of a special memory of something that him and Will mutually shared.</p><p>This is what love looks like.</p><p>Mike can&rsquo;t hold it in anymore, Mike breaks down in tears, some water droplets fall onto the painting where the two little boys were. Will notices and hurries to comfort and reassure him. and with no hesitation Mike lets the painting fall to the floor and rushes to warmly embrace his best friend whom he&rsquo;s loved so dearly his whole life. Then it was Will&rsquo;s turn to break down, he sobbed harder than ever. desperately clinging himself on to Mike, and burying his wet face into mike&rsquo;s shoulder. Both boys share a moment of releasing all emotions that were filling up inside of their hearts and finally spilling out from there soul.</p><p>&ldquo;I-I feel like… I&rsquo;m going c-crazy…&rdquo; Mike shakily says.</p><p>&ldquo;Me too.&rdquo; … &ldquo;Hey, well, if we&rsquo;re both going crazy, then we&rsquo;ll go crazy together, right?&rdquo; Will laughs softly at the memory, causing Mike to laugh at Will repeating his own words back to him.</p><p>&ldquo;Yeah, crazy together.&rdquo; Mike responds happily with a feeling of security.</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/robin-buck1ey/686622856960966656">robin-buck1ey</a>:</p><blockquote><p>With the news of a possible stranger things spin off what would you guys like to see?</p><p><small>Based of an interview I saw an interviewer say she would love to see a Nancy detective series and the interviewer asked Natalia (Nancy’s actor) who she would want Nancy partner to solve these mysteries and Natalia said Robin so of course I would love ronance main characters series </small></p></blockquote>
<p>Oh, shit, my Nancy and Robin “Cagney &amp; Lacey” idea actually has a chance to become real?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/686622326677192704">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p>The fact jonathan suggests Will and mike  go to police academy 3 at 4pm= 7 (it was a 7) .</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1176" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/10b49790ea7afd9288fb7d2cf86e1364/c11b11789ab4d109-8e/s640x960/1ff2f1ac120e37b2eccb118fb46c5c48e2c4138b.jpg" data-orig-height="1176" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p>Lmao that film has a gay bar scene in it where gay dudes dance happily together at the bar.  Dead, jonathan is trying so hard  to be a good ally and to get mike to realize&hellip;  something 👀&hellip;  🤣🤣🤣🤣</p><p>Tbf, the bar is in all the films (and the film  prob foreshadows other things too) , but I still think it&rsquo;s funny.  Cause we all know jonathan &ldquo;knows&rdquo; how Will feels. </p></blockquote>
<p>I have nothing to contribute here. I just want to say that Police Academy 3 is hilarious.</p><p>Also, in that gay bar scene, when a gang goes in there and a fight breaks out, none of the patrons get arrested for it. It was a surprisingly positive depiction of LGBT people, stereotypes aside.</p><p>I don’t think Jonathan was picking that movie for any particular reason, though. It had literally come out a couple days before on March 21. I could see the writers possibly throwing it in there as a wink and nod moment, though.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://queerxqueen.tumblr.com/post/686610813808787457/why-byler-is-the-only-logical-outcome-of-stranger">queerxqueen</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Why Byler is the Only Logical Outcome of Stranger Things 4: A Necessary Breakdown of Will, Mike, and Eleven’s Narrative Arcs</h1><p>Buckle in besties, this is gonna be a long one. </p><p>I’m going to preface this by saying I’ve been a die-hard Stranger Things fan since 2016 and I’ve watched every season as it’s dropped, reading theories and analysis between seasons. I adored Mileven for seasons 1 and 2. </p><p>However, I truly believe that, from what we’ve seen of Mike, Will, and Eleven’s individual and combined arcs over seasons 3 and 4 Vol. 1, the only outcome that makes logical and narrative sense to the story Stranger Things is trying to tell is a Mileven breakup with Byler endgame. </p><p>I’m not going to go into extended metaphors and background details, or even what actors have said in interviews; we’re talking about making sense of characters’ actions and words from a narrative standpoint. As a lifelong writer and storyteller, I’m trying to be more objective. And, assuming the Duffer brothers want to follow satisfying emotional arcs for not only their characters but their characters’ relationships, signs are pointing toward Byler. </p><p>Let’s break it down. </p><h2><b>Guiding Principles of Narrative</b></h2><p>First, let’s talk about what I mean when I’m talking about character arcs and things that make sense narratively. It’s important to note a few things before moving forward. These are key principles that inform the viewpoint of a storyteller and how I’m analyzing this. </p><ol><li>Everything has meaning and everything is intentional. </li><li>Characters start a story with a flaw, go on a journey that forces them to confront that flaw, and end the story by showing how that journey has forced them to change and grow.</li><li>Forcing a character to confront inner conflict and grow from it is an essential ingredient of storytelling. Characters must change as a result of plot events.</li></ol><h2><b>Eleven</b></h2><p>We have to talk about Eleven first. People tend to think Byler shippers hate El and Mileven, but it’s important to note we’re not talking about what characters <i>deserve</i>, or what we <i>think</i> of them, we’re talking about what makes sense narratively. I adore Eleven and want her to have a happily ever after as much as anybody, but I do not see that happening with Mike. </p><p>In season 4, we see Eleven feeling useless without her powers. She’s bullied and doesn’t know how to stand up for herself. <a href="https://youtu.be/YtjcWuidJ3c?t=192">She thinks her boyfriend only loves her when she’s a superhero</a>.</p><p>We see her go on a long act two journey to recover her powers. It follows that in Act 3, we will see her return and save the day, likely fuelled by the support of her friends and possibly even by her love for Mike. </p><p>However, this has not forced Eleven to confront her fear and learn the truth, that she is <i>not</i> useless without her powers. Even with a sweet monologue from Mike, it would feel empty and unfulfilling for him to confess his love to her only after she returns to the action hero version of herself. Eleven would always have doubts about whether he loves her for who she is. </p><p>So what <i>would</i> force Eleven to confront her inner conflict? </p><p>Eleven is spending this season learning about who she is, and what she is capable of, in every sense. It’s important to note that El’s most important growth moments happen when she is away from Mike. Season 2’s Kali episode, season 3’s breakup, season 4’s adventures in Nevada. When Mike is with her, such as in season 3, her growth stunts; they both become accessories to the other rather than unique characters with arcs. The focus becomes about their relationship. </p><p>Additionally, she and Mike have been in a relationship for a portion of her formative developmental years, and the rest of those years were spent growing up in a lab. Eleven has not had the freedom to fully grow as a person individually. We see this in season 3 with <a href="https://youtu.be/wEhsSSQY8dM?t=54">Max encouraging her to be her own person</a>. This is a consistent pattern and the show is making a clear argument that Eleven needs to develop as a person before she can develop in a relationship.</p><p>I do believe Eleven loves Mike. However, I think by the end of Volume 1 she has already realized Mike doesn’t love her the way she wants him to. She isn’t stupid. I think this is especially apparent in the scene where <a href="https://youtu.be/rBGYRcl9Jdo?t=71">she is being driven away from Mike and does not look at him as he promises to make things right</a>, talking about her being arrested but alluding to their fight. She’s already resigned herself: she doesn’t believe him. </p><p>Staying with Mike would mean choosing the familiar path where she is not forced to change. Ultimately, if her arc is about discovering herself, standing up for herself, and realizing she is worthy of unconditional love, I believe that she needs to break up with Mike in order to put herself first. </p><h2><b>Mike</b></h2><p>The most obvious argument against Byler is that Mike loves Eleven, so he can’t be gay. </p><p>Mike does love Eleven. He cares deeply for her. He shows it every season. Mileven stans, I get it. But it truly seems like this season’s developments are preparing us for the fact that that love is platonic-with-a-capital-P. While Mike could be bisexual, I believe he is gay and repressing himself, staying with El because it is safe, and pushing Will away because he’s afraid of his own feelings toward Will. He’s trying desperately to play the role of the Good Straight Boyfriend but it’s not quite working.</p><p>Some might think this is far-fetched, so I’ll back up and talk more objectively. In season 4 vol 1, we see certain inconsistencies in Mike’s actions compared to his actions in previous seasons. Our attention is supposed to be drawn to these seemingly separate behaviors: <a href="https://youtu.be/YtjcWuidJ3c?t=160">he can’t tell Eleven he loves her to her face</a>, despite having <a href="https://youtu.be/4cfDqSdxAWo?t=94">said it about her in season 3</a>. And, he’s brushing off his best friend Will—that brutal hug—despite being previously characterized as a loyal friend who puts Will first—such as when he went through the rain to apologize to Will after their fight in season 3, a time during which he was <i>also</i> fighting with Eleven. </p><p>These are two very distinct differences we as the audience are supposed to notice. They can each be explained away individually: he can’t tell El he loves her because of his parents’ loveless marriage, or because he has a hard time expressing his feelings because of toxic masculinity, or any number of things. He’s brushing off his best friend because he’s either uncomfortable with Will’s queerness or his crush, or simply because they’ve grown apart after a year apart. </p><p>These could make sense individually, but we aren’t meant to see them individually, we are meant to see them as a result of some root character attribute. We’re not explicitly told what root flaw or misbelief is informing Mike’s behavior in Vol. 1—not in the way we’re more directly told how Eleven feels like a monster or how Will is afraid to express his feelings for Mike. Instead, we are meant to guess. What root belief could the character have that explains <i>both</i> of his strained relationships in Volume 1? What explanation addresses all of his strange behaviors simultaneously, rather than one at a time? </p><p>It’s also important to note that Mike primarily ignores Will when he’s around Eleven; when just Mike and Will are together, Mike goes gentle and kind in a way that feels starkly contrasted to the way he acts around Eleven this season, and especially contrasted to the way he treats Will at the airport. If Mike is truly just homophobic (which I doubt) or just has a hard time expressing his feelings, why then is he so <a href="https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZEI1IBi4jU">able to express his feelings toward Will</a>?</p><p>Additionally, if his arc is simply to learn how to speak his feelings, and it culminates to him confessing his love to Eleven, this would truly be a disappointing and underwhelming arc for Mike. How does that move him forward, challenge him, help him change as a character? Nothing <i>changes</i> because that is the same emotional climax for him as in season 3. </p><p>Conversely, him accepting his queerness and admitting his feelings toward <i>Will</i> would force him to reflect, learn, and grow in a way that continuing his relationship with Eleven simply doesn’t. It would move the story forward in an interesting way that impacts the dynamics of the whole party rather than maintaining the status quo. </p><p>Mike’s journey is not so much about him expressing himself as it is about being honest with himself. I’m certain Mike cares deeply for Eleven and doesn’t want to hurt her, but he must acknowledge this truth about himself and who he is in order to grow.</p><h2><b>Will</b></h2><p>Will is the easiest to tackle of the three, because his crush on Mike is much more overt than Mike’s feelings for Will or the impending doom of Mileven. In season 4, we see him crushing on Mike and afraid to confess his feelings. </p><p>We don’t need to address all of Will’s queer-coding over the seasons, but just in season 4, we can acknowledge the painting, the longing gazes, the jealousy, the <a href="https://youtu.be/MVvFIw00l2w?t=203">coded conversation</a> about “scary … to say how you really feel,” emphasized by a fear of being rejected with “because what if they don’t like the truth?”</p><p>It follows that his arc is about getting up the nerve to confess his feelings, with the resolution being him learning to accept himself, and that his friends love him no matter what. This could theoretically happen by Mike gently rejecting him but reassuring that they’re always friends—but that’s not interesting. </p><p>Why would that matter? How would Mike grow from that? How does that impact any of the other characters? It doesn’t. If Will is rejected, his season 4 storyline is almost entirely isolated and unnecessary, with no consequences or impact on the rest of the group. It’s lazy storytelling and I don’t believe the Duffers would do it if it weren’t connected to a greater storyline at play. If his confession results in requited feelings, it would impact not just Mike and Will individually but also Eleven and the Party at large. In short, it would create much more interesting consequences and tension, and I can’t imagine why the Duffers would have written Will’s storyline in if it weren’t going to play out in a way that had that greater impact. </p><h2><b>So basically…</b></h2><p>For all characters involved, Byler endgame makes the most narrative sense as a natural result of the setup of Volume 1. I truly am optimistic about this queer couple getting a happy ending and hope that this explains the frenzy I’m in right now.</p><p>People argue that they wouldn’t trash Mileven after having built it up for three seasons; I would argue that they built it up for 2, and now have spent 2 more breaking it down. Others argue that it would be coming out of nowhere; I would argue that you might have been watching the show with heteronormative tinted goggles.</p><p>I could write so much more about Byler making narrative sense with the greater themes of coming-of-age and self-discovery, and I could easily break down every season 3 and 4 scene in painstaking detail, but I think the most important argument that could be made is that Byler is truly the best narrative outcome for each individual character based on what we’ve seen so far.</p><p>Anyways, send me Byler asks :)</p></blockquote>
<p>Jesus, why am I even here when we have stuff like this?</p><p>This is required reading, people!</p>
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Body: <p>It still amazes me that some people are convinced that Will&rsquo;s love for Mike will be unrequited. I mean, I guess it&rsquo;s good that more people are at least recognizing Will&rsquo;s feelings at this point, but the assumption that he&rsquo;ll be rejected seems to come too easily to people.</p><p>Will has been on this path since season 1. This is pretty much a fact now. How bad do people think the Duffers are? Do you really think that they would not only give Will four seasons of discovering his love for Mike just to be rejected, but also have him give Mike key advice that helps him admit his love for El?</p><p>That&rsquo;s extra mile cruelty right there. Especially when you remember that Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship has been incredibly dysfunctional since they formally got together. Neither of them are themselves.</p><p>But, yeah, let&rsquo;s just go with it being better that Mike magically learns to tell El he loves her after she goes on a personal journey. A journey where she learns that she shouldn&rsquo;t see herself as a superhero like Mike says. </p><p>It&rsquo;s just easier to go with the simplistic heteronormative story since it&rsquo;s what people are most comfortable with. Bonus points for the sad gay kid ending up even sadder. But I guess fans will expect him to put on a smile for Mike and El, anyway, right?</p><p>Fortunately, I give the Duffers more credit than those &ldquo;fans.&rdquo;</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cyber-kisser/686599872893288449">cyber-kisser</a>:</p><blockquote><p>On the Geeked Week Panel, Finn started explaining Mike’s journey and he briefly talked about how &ldquo;<b>Mike was excited to visit his girlfriend and his best friend. But Mike felt disconnected to Will</b>&rdquo;. </p><p>Finn didn’t mention Mike and Eleven’s fight AT ALL. The whole &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; dilemma is central to their storyline, and he didn’t talk about that? SUSPICIOUS</p></blockquote>
<p>This is nice, but there&rsquo;s nothing really newsworthy here. It was pretty obvious there was a disconnect when we saw them greet each other. What we don&rsquo;t know is why they both allowed that disconnect to grow. I suppose it&rsquo;s nice he mentioned it, though. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/686583009033453568">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/solgmorell/686582477863698432">solgmorell</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Last night was a fever dream. In case you didn’t know someone posted a fake script of Mike’s love confession to El on Twitter. No one believed this person cause they were pretending to be a crew member and everything just looked fake as fuck. Then they proceeded to join a Byler space on Twitter and answer questions using a robot voice app so they wouldn’t reveal their identity. They started giving out “leaks” and they went from like Mileven to Byler. The person did a 180…when I tell you this was the most hysterical thing I’ve ever seen. People have lost their marbles. We need real content!💀</p></blockquote><p>I heard second-hand that they said Mike holds eye contact with WILL throughout his love confession to el, that Will gives the painting to Mike, that will’s paintings on Mike’s walls are intentional, and that we will think Mike reciprocated will’s feelings. <a href="https://byersenthusiast.tumblr.com/post/686564490196795392/i-mean-i-believe-that-mikes-feelings-for-will">https://byersenthusiast.tumblr.com/post/686564490196795392/i-mean-i-believe-that-mikes-feelings-for-will</a></p><p>Swiftlynatalia, when asked how the monologue goes down, used salt and bath emojis, so this is a blatant rip-off lmao </p><p class="npf_link" data-npf="{&quot;type&quot;:&quot;link&quot;,&quot;url&quot;:&quot;https://byersenthusiast.tumblr.com/post/686564490196795392/i-mean-i-believe-that-mikes-feelings-for-will&quot;,&quot;display_url&quot;:&quot;https://byersenthusiast.tumblr.com/post/686564490196795392/i-mean-i-believe-that-mikes-feelings-for-will&quot;,&quot;title&quot;:&quot;will byers defense attorney&quot;,&quot;description&quot;:&quot;i mean i believe that mike's feelings for will will be shown by the end of vol 2 and i do think will's drawings on his wall are intentional,&quot;,&quot;site_name&quot;:&quot;will byers defense attorney&quot;}"><a href="https://byersenthusiast.tumblr.com/post/686564490196795392/i-mean-i-believe-that-mikes-feelings-for-will" target="_blank">will byers defense attorney</a></p><p>Overall, this is so fucking stupid </p></blockquote>
<p>I&rsquo;m so glad I slept through this mess.</p>
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Body: <p>Has anyone else noticed the similarities between Kali and Peter?</p><p>They can both cast illusions. This is Kali&rsquo;s most apparent ability, but Peter/Henry was seen using them on his family.</p><p>Spider imagery. Peter/Henry was obsessed with spiders, and Kali used a spider illusion to freak out one of her gang members.</p><p>They both encouraged El to tap into memories that made her angry.</p><p>They both used Brenner as a means to manipulate El to their own ends.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t really know what the connection here is, but it seems like too much to be a coincidence. Maybe Kali was once intended to play the role Peter now plays. Maybe Peter pulled a similar scheme with Kali as he did with El, but Kali left him there. Maybe Kali is a thrall of Peter.</p><p>Does anyone have any thoughts on this?</p>
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Body: <p>I can&rsquo;t stop thinking about The Piggyback being El bringing the other Party members into the mindscape to save Will. They all go and see different bad memories he had. Max visits the Snow Ball. Maybe Jonathan sees Lonnie. It&rsquo;s a great way to show everything he&rsquo;s been keeping inside since never feels like he should tell anyone anything.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know, but this just seems better to me than El just fighting Vecna and defeating him herself. Bonus points if it brings Dream Warrior references by Will granting his friends powers while they&rsquo;re in his mind.</p><p>Based on conversation with <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m6ppFVm71CiNBRxT3v5aNyw">@strangertheories</a></p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/justandjela/686486128438706176">justandjela</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Did everyone forgot about this? Cause I certainly didn’t </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1568" data-orig-width="1000"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bda8962a9101a0b2183c8c660edd606a/a9fe834dbe3c9d2d-28/s640x960/483ccbd8c8936c18a887864f02c25b2d5db1a0bf.jpg" data-orig-height="1568" data-orig-width="1000"/></figure></div><p>Will my boy, why? </p></blockquote>
<p>Someone told me that Will can be seen fidgeting with his watch when El gets arrested. I haven&rsquo;t gone back to watch that scene to check, though.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/deactivedhaven-deactivated20220/686455686340739072">deactivedhaven-deactivated20220</a>:</p><blockquote><p>It’s Mike being able to notice something’s wrong with Will vs him having Will tell him about Elevens bullies and seeing it himself to understand something was wrong with his girlfriend 💀</p></blockquote>
<p>It&rsquo;s not even so much a sign that Mike doesn&rsquo;t love El as it is that he <b><i>just. doesn&rsquo;t. know. her.</i></b></p><p>And he hasn&rsquo;t exactly done much to change that.</p><p>He&rsquo;s being a Ted, and neither he nor El deserve a relationship where he&rsquo;s a Ted.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/gremlinb1ke/686462963075448832">gremlinb1ke</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I imagine the second Will steps foot into Hawkins it’ll go like this</p><p>W- “shit man I have a headache””￼</p><p>M- “Shoot man, i’m sorry. Do you need an aspirin or something?”</p><p>*Ominous grandfather clock sounds in the background*</p></blockquote>
<p>It&rsquo;s a real possibility when you realize that the Pizza Party won&rsquo;t have any reason to think headaches are a cause for concern.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://paladin-n-cleric.tumblr.com/post/686463836617867264/when-will-gets-vecnad-and-we-finally-get-to-see">paladin-n-cleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p>when will gets vecna’d and we finally get to see him physically suffer like screaming in agony and tears streaming from his eyes and violent shaking I WILL GO FERAL. i genuinely cannot express how i will feel. </p></blockquote>
<p>I can only assume that this is that really sad scene for Will that Noah (I think?) hinted that we&rsquo;re getting. It&rsquo;s supposed to rival him telling Joyce about the Mindflayer in season 2.</p>
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<p>I endorse this. Knock it off.</p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/686435538188795904/ive-previously-said-that-el-wont-defeat-vecna" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>I’ve previously said that El won’t defeat Vecna, at least not alone, because Dustin’s roll of 11 was a miss.</p><p>But I’m also noticing that the campaign and the basketball game were both won by unlikely players: a benchwarmer and a sub. The fact that they were brother and sister only makes me think even more that we were meant to notice that.</p><p>El will no doubt still be a key player, but Vecna is going to be defeated by someone nobody would expect.</p><p>Possibly someone who has been largely sitting on the bench for a while.</p><p>Cough.</p></blockquote>


<p>I’m not the only one who sees Will’s line to El: “we’ll fix it together” as foreshadowing right? 👀</p></blockquote>


<p>I mean, you&rsquo;re not the only one now.</p><p>Good call. I can&rsquo;t believe I didn&rsquo;t pick up on that in the first place. </p><p>Wonder Twin powers activate!</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/demigirljoycebyers/686441952546373632">demigirljoycebyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i see people being like &ldquo;mike knew the painting was for a crush so when he saw will bring it to meet him, he should have known it was for him&rdquo; BUT,, a few minutes after mike asks about the painting he asks &ldquo;are your friends going to meet us there?&rdquo; and he looks back at will &ndash; e* says no, she wants the day to just be for them, but will doesnt say anything and despite what she said, her &ldquo;friends&rdquo; show up anyway. is it really so hard to believe&hellip; that mike thought will brought the painting to give to someone at the roller rink? </p></blockquote>
<p>Mike is smart, but he is also dense. He thought that painting was for some girl the moment he saw it, and Will telling him it was “nothing, just some painting” was all it took for him to start building a narrative in his mind. </p><p>Yeah, Mike probably hoped the painting was for him, but he thought it was for a girl Will knew. And he hated that.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/686440855929782272/mike-gets-jealous-of-any-girl-will-might-possibly">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://ghostgirlinsatin.tumblr.com/post/686383064094490625/it-is-its-so-funny-our-son-is-dumb-af">ghostgirlinsatin</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/wine-mom-wheeler/686381259773067264">wine-mom-wheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Mike being jealous is literally the funniest thing ever to me </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="605" data-orig-width="1234"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e4a86fb6eb4fc22642cfcb60d36a36d9/52aade1c30352711-a4/s640x960/aaa4f6ad9e6df7d08947a221887b5ad1a9b9e13a.jpg" data-orig-height="605" data-orig-width="1234"/></figure></div><p>LIKE WHAT IS THIS FACE. Like bestie is dumb as fuck and I love it. </p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MN2QPYDWU-hKHy2GzDApKCA">@ghostgirlinsatin</a> has an amazing post about this 💗</p></blockquote><p>It is! It&rsquo;s so funny 😂 our son is dumb af</p></blockquote><p>Mike gets jealous of any girl Will might possibly like. 😂😂 Even after seeing her terrorize El? Really Mike. Mike knows Will so well, but logic is going out the window because he’s so jealous. 💀 </p></blockquote>
<p>It’s a fair point. Mike doesn’t know yet about the bullying, so he probably wouldn’t understand why Will would get up like that. It also goes with him thinking Will made the painting for a girl he likes.</p>
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Reblog name: 
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Body: <h1>2000!</h1><p>Oh, shit. I&rsquo;ve crossed 2000 followers! </p><p>Is it time for another Ask Me Anything?!</p><p>Let&rsquo;s do this! There&rsquo;s no limitations here. The sky is the limit!</p>
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Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>I’ve previously said that El won’t defeat Vecna, at least not alone, because Dustin’s roll of 11 was a miss.</p><p>But I’m also noticing that the campaign and the basketball game were both won by unlikely players: a benchwarmer and a sub. The fact that they were brother and sister only makes me think even more that we were meant to notice that.</p><p>El will no doubt still be a key player, but Vecna is going to be defeated by someone nobody would expect.</p><p>Possibly someone who has been largely sitting on the bench for a while.</p><p>Cough.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/enamouredless/686431840041648128">enamouredless</a>:</p><blockquote><p>y'all there&rsquo;s gonna be a huge time jump between season 4 and 5</p></blockquote>
<p>I&rsquo;m convinced the Duffers just say whatever suits them at the moment.</p>
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<p>&ldquo;They&rsquo;re just friends&hellip;&rdquo;</p><p>Listen, I don&rsquo;t know many bros who refer to drifting apart as having &ldquo;lost you.&rdquo;</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/wizardbyers/686425221771739136">wizardbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>let&rsquo;s start a new party, you and me.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="693" data-orig-width="693"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/967ebaa3ae4a2204f6f086c3becec38c/32b2f8b4c9744132-55/s640x960/800462a9f9e537cec42437db7fcd125d9f4d17fd.png" data-orig-height="693" data-orig-width="693"/></figure></div></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://clericbyers.tumblr.com/post/686425562256965632/i-dont-want-to-hijack-anyones-post-so-ill-make">clericbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I don’t want to hijack anyone’s post so I’ll make my own on this as there’s a lot to say about <b><a href="https://babyywilliam.tumblr.com/post/686410928828350464/it-baffles-me-that-people-are-fully-convinced-mike">this exchange</a> </b>between Mike and Will in 4x04.</p><p>I want to start by noting that this conversation is still in the context of their previous discussion about El. Mike tried to talk about the rink argument, Will tried to take blame (“I deserved it.”), Mike stopped him (“No, no, no; you didn’t deserve anything.”), apologized for his behavior and for hyper focusing on El, then admitted he’s felt like he’s lost Will. (Reminder that Will never reached out either.) No matter how much the audience is driven toward sympathy for Will given he was a third-wheel during the date, he is explicitly stated to have dropped the ball with communication as well. After metaphorically leaving the decision to progress their friendship in Mike’s hands (by stating he will use Mike’s D&amp;D set next time he visits back in s3), Will expected him to take that chance. Mike, the oblivious nut that he is, expected the opposite.</p><p>They are equally unsure if they are allowed to reach out, as sending letters has romantic connotations here. Why did Mike send El letters and not Will? “She’s my girlfriend!” And Will’s response of “What about us?”—explicitly comparing his relationship with Mike to Mike’s relationship with El—has Mike doubling down with, “We’re friends. We’re <i>friends</i>.” Clearly trying to establish boundaries as an explanation for his behavior. But, “We used to be best friends,” sinks in hard and he’s left to question how they lost each other to the point <i>used to</i> can apply to them.</p><p>Back to the 4x04 conversation though. While Mike saying “I don’t know what’s gonna happen next,” can very well point toward the overarching conflict of El’s departure and Hawkins’ safety, context can easily narrow down “what happens next” to being about his relationship with El. No matter what happens between himself and El, he believes he and Will should stick together. He wants to be with Will, as a team, as friends, as <b>best friends</b>. He’s putting Will back on equal footing as El in comparison to 4x02 where he attempted to “demote” Will as being just a friend. Implied there is that equal footing with El means seeing Will as boyfriend material. But, is this really equal footing if Mike believes the problems between himself and El—inability to love her the way she wants—cannot be fixed but those between himself and Will—losing each other’s importance in their lives—can and will be fixed no matter what else happens? Because that’s definitely not equal. Becoming Will’s best friend is and always will be the best thing in Mike’s life. </p><p>Now during his mini speech, Mike is also in tears. He’s stuttering slightly, his gaze flickers to and fro and he blinks repeatedly, his voice is soft, he’s nervous but firm and—this is all Will has really wanted. Mike finally reached out first.  And given he previously stated his and El’s argument was one that they probably can’t come back from, given he tossed away El’s letter before this conversation begins, given the fact he has confronted how he feels about Will—in that he misses him—“what happens next” between himself and El is leaning toward a break up and he knows it. What happens in the fallout may not be known but Mike knows that he most definitely wants Will back at his side. It’s always them, <i>together.</i></p><p>And that <i>cool</i> exchange at the end? Acceptance and approval of this change in their relationship. Of mutually putting each other first and embracing their affections toward one another.</p><p>Coupled with their later conversation in the next episode where Will speaks to being afraid to tell the truth and Mike ponders it—feels the same about speaking his truth—well, that, my friends, makes all of that emotionally revealing  conversation nothing less than a love confession.</p></blockquote>
<p>Good read of the conversation.</p><p>All I&rsquo;ll say is that if &ldquo;Cool.&rdquo; &ldquo;Cool.&rdquo; was the acceptance and mutual understanding that Finn referred to, I&rsquo;ll be very upset.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/aspynnn/685563728309141504">aspynnn</a>:</p><blockquote><p class="npf_chat">“It’s scary to open up like that, to say how you really feel. Especially to the people you care about the most.”</p><figure data-orig-height="132" data-orig-width="266"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1bf35e869a0f6dc81595dac4835b3021/54482ffe2d6df0a8-4d/s640x960/c9cea22f3640b0defd398a8146a07028ba3f9a56.gif" data-orig-height="132" data-orig-width="266"/></figure><p class="npf_chat">“Because what if… what if they don’t like the truth.”</p><figure data-orig-height="132" data-orig-width="266"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f0041aa5cc86f83c4a41f852fbd1fa26/54482ffe2d6df0a8-fc/s640x960/4cf2f2bc3d0cdedf64709b4d027df9c432d7d5ea.gif" data-orig-height="132" data-orig-width="266"/></figure><p>This scene is Will basically saying how he’s scared to tell Mike how he really feels because what if he doesn’t like the truth. What if he doesn’t accept him.</p><p>Mike nodded(basically agreeing) but why? </p><p>I understand it being hard to say “I love you” to people, it’s hard for me as well, so i get how he could relate to the first part, but the second? He knows El loves him, so why would he be scared that she wouldn’t like the truth unless he didn’t love her. At least in way she wants him to love her.</p><p>i might just be overthinking</p></blockquote>
<p>You know what&rsquo;s really sad? Will may not know exactly what it was Mike couldn&rsquo;t say to El, but he does know it&rsquo;s something that is bothering Mike, something that is impeding his relationship with El. He&rsquo;s telling Mike this to help him feel better, so that Mike can make up with El when they find her. Will expects Mike and El to stay together, so he&rsquo;s doing his best to support Mike, no matter how much it hurts him.</p><p>You know what&rsquo;s even sadder? This is exactly how most fans think it&rsquo;s going to go. Mike will take Will&rsquo;s advice to heart, so he can summon the courage to tell El he loves her (which he was too afraid to tell her for some reason). People fully expect Will to either end up sad or somehow take solace in Mike and El&rsquo;s happy relationship. </p><p>It&rsquo;s bad enough that the possibility exists that Will has to watch Mike and El declare their love for each other. It&rsquo;s downright cruel if Will plays a role in making it happen.</p><p>That said, such an outcome would be bad storytelling for all three of them, as they won&rsquo;t have had any real growth at all. We would just be back where we were before the start of the season.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://renatapatata.tumblr.com/post/686416615367213056/regarding-the-stranger-things-blind-boxes-with-the">renatapatata</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Regarding the stranger things blind boxes with the &lsquo;mixtape for you 83&rsquo; label&hellip; i got a few at a gamestop just before season 4 premiered (and despite the price cuz they were expensssivee&hellip; that being said i went back and got another when i could 🤡)</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1536" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/dbffe8d3bf2da7ebb2a569ed47d9480c/57fa36592f950683-c6/s640x960/7eb77664b1bad0cac951ff2a3ddeada27d6b2d56.jpg" data-orig-height="1536" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>the box itself that houses the figurine can be turned into a stand and it looks like a retro tv, and alongside the figurine you get a packet of cards etc presented in the mixtape letter as seen above^ and yeah it comes with stuff like a sticker that can be peeled off to show some cool fanart on one card, others are character collectible cards, some are captured scenes from the show, and you even get on the back of one card a part of one of the official season posters from the show, and what i find cool about this blind box concept is that it incorperates stuff from all four seasons!</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1536" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1b2c1ca6ba85a81270f0b0ee96033bab/57fa36592f950683-2d/s640x960/f0057981768234a7baf5d0b1642ce8bbe31e037e.jpg" data-orig-height="1536" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>case in point being the figures themselves have el and mike from season 1, steves season 2 fit, robin from season 3&hellip; and so on. the main two clue cards have a polaroid section that if you wet it it reveals a little detail (for eddie it reveals the hellfire club insignia) and the other is a card with a little game to reveal who you got.. all in all its a cute collectible box and i especially screamed when i realized that i got steve ☠</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1536" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2f938523d60248d42ee8644c7d5f282a/57fa36592f950683-9a/s640x960/b8900d624851e26147f50d351b3157f59fd1c7aa.jpg" data-orig-height="1536" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>Thank you for posting this. </p><p>There, Will wrote that little note. Whether this has anything to do with anything remains to be seen.</p><p>We have a lot of things to feel optimistic about. There&rsquo;s no need for us to force other things to be evidence at this point.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/shrecktakesallstar/686417392648290304">shrecktakesallstar</a>:</p><blockquote><p>&ldquo;Finn is a bad acto-&rdquo;</p><p>Finish that sentence I dare you. </p><p>Finn is a phenomenal actor who can express emotions with just his face. I watched all his scenes with Noah and my god they can&rsquo;t make it more obvious that Mike and Will love eachother. </p><p>&ldquo;But finn seems so disinterest-&rdquo;</p><p>Maybe there&rsquo;s a reason why. I mean no one&rsquo;s saying it for any other scene except for when Mike is with El. I think that says a lot. </p><p>Plus if he was a bad actor why would he be cast. Why would he be casted for movies and TV shows. Why would the Duffers say that he blew the monologue out of the park. That they gave him hard hitting stuff and were impressed. Why would charlie say that when he was behind the camera watching Noah and Finn he teared up. If he really is that bad of an actor, then maybe casting directors need to be replaced and the duffers may need to rethink of what&rsquo;s good acting and what&rsquo;s not. </p><p>He&rsquo;s a good actor. </p></blockquote>
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<p>And the rapid blinking. He&rsquo;s getting emotional and is trying to hold back the tears.</p><p>Bad acting? These boys are crushing it with nonverbal stuff. It can feel like bad acting when words are so forced that they clash with body language.</p>
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<p>People talk about how emotional Will looks here, but Mike looks just as gone. He looks like he might cry right before he swallows.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://bellamygateoldblog.tumblr.com/post/686410327456366592/theres-no-hyphen-its-the-lines-of-the-paper-so">bellamygateoldblog</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686409653239889920">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/686408996741103616">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://ashxjohnny.tumblr.com/post/686408125587292160/omg-im-collapsing-news-for-our-byler-advent">ashxjohnny</a>:</p><blockquote><p>OMG I&rsquo;M COLLAPSING!!! NEWS FOR OUR BYLER ADVENT CALENDAR!!!</p><p>JUST WATCHED A TIKTOK OF A GIRL AND A BOY WHO BOUGHT A STRANGER THINGS SURPRISE BOX AND THIS WAS INSIDE OF IT.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1074" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5a8dd1095a1de319f286c50a4cbdde84/1a72a0ed0ccba6af-74/s640x960/f007dcff38b10345f2d87576dc03d8cee351b935.jpg" data-orig-height="1074" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>IT&rsquo;S THE FUCKING MIXTAPE AND IT SAYS &ldquo;MIXTAPE FOR YOU &lsquo;83&rdquo;. BUT THIS IS NOT THE BEST PART, LOOK AT THIS.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1071" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bc90698709ab6fe6b2bdd228fcb5e523/1a72a0ed0ccba6af-49/s640x960/f8780cd9de888a68307cf377aa5edf7d8f12d54b.jpg" data-orig-height="1071" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>THEY OPENED IT AND YOU CAN READ &ldquo;SEE YOU AT DUSTIN&rsquo;S AFTER SCHOOL WILL&rdquo; BELOW.</p><p>ARE YOU TELLING ME THIS IS THE MIXTAPE MIKE IS GONNA GIVE WILL? BECAUSE IT REALLY LOOKS LIKE IT. WHAT DO YOU GUYS THINK ABOUT IT? LET ME KNOW🤭🤯</p></blockquote><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> hmmm, interesting <a href="https://www.tiktok.com/@funkoduo/video/7105448947333745925?is_from_webapp=1&amp;sender_device=pc&amp;web_id=7066132560740632069">https://www.tiktok.com/@funkoduo/video/7105448947333745925?is_from_webapp=1&amp;sender_device=pc&amp;web_id=7066132560740632069</a></p><p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://href.li/?https://www.tiktok.com/@funkoduo/video/7105448947333745925?is_from_webapp=1&amp;sender_device=pc&amp;web_id=7066132560740632069","display_url":"https://href.li/?https://www.tiktok.com/@funkoduo/video/7105448947333745925?is_from_webapp=1&amp;sender_device=pc&amp;web_id=7066132560740632069","title":"Responder a @carlafuentej  TV Sorpresa Stranger Things📺 #funkoduo #strangerthings #strangerthings4","description":"Responder a @carlafuentej  TV Sorpresa Stranger Things📺 #funkoduo #strangerthings #strangerthings4","site_name":"Tiktok","poster":[{"media_key":"dfa1d0784b6cd3c6fbbba7289dbc398e:0d25c4273e1b8b65-2f","type":"image/jpeg","width":720,"height":1280}]}'><a href="https://href.li/?https://www.tiktok.com/@funkoduo/video/7105448947333745925?is_from_webapp=1&amp;sender_device=pc&amp;web_id=7066132560740632069" target="_blank">Responder a @carlafuentej  TV Sorpresa Stranger Things📺 #funkoduo #strangerthings #strangerthings4</a></p></blockquote><p>You guys are legitimately trying to kill me.</p><p>Sigh.</p><p>Well, it&rsquo;s either for or from Will, I guess. It says 83, though, so it&rsquo;s not a gift shown in this season. It could hint that Will likes to get mixtapes as gifts, though. </p><p>Will did get a new mixtape from Jonathan after the Upside Down, though. </p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t take this as proof of anything, except that a mixtape might come into play somehow this season.</p></blockquote><p>there&rsquo;s no hyphen it&rsquo;s the lines of the paper so it&rsquo;s FOR will from someone else- probably jonathan. IF it means anything at all.</p></blockquote>
<p>This whole mixtape thing is giving me a headache. They clearly are signaling that a mixtape will be important since it keeps popping up. We&rsquo;re all just jumping to conclusions to fit our own theories to it. The similarities of &ldquo;For Will&rdquo; and &ldquo;a mixtape for you&rdquo; do have me thinking it&rsquo;s all connected. </p><p>The thing is, Jonathan made Will a mixtape in 83. Would they really introduce another one? If the &ldquo;see you at Dustin&rsquo;s&rdquo; message is part of the tape, though, then it clashes with it being Jonathan&rsquo;s tape.</p><p>Ugh. I hate this.</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "f007dcff38b10345f2d87576dc03d8cee351b935.jpg",
 "f8780cd9de888a68307cf377aa5edf7d8f12d54b.jpg"

Post id: 686409653239889920
Date: 2022-06-07 14:14:16 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686409653239889920
Slug: you-guys-are-legitimately-trying-to-kill
Reblog key: uBHt1WoV
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/686408996741103616
Reblog name: cmollyo-deactivated20221107
Title: 
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<p>You guys are legitimately trying to kill me.</p><p>Sigh.</p><p>Well, it&rsquo;s either for or from Will, I guess. It says 83, though, so it&rsquo;s not a gift shown in this season. It could hint that Will likes to get mixtapes as gifts, though. </p><p>Will did get a new mixtape from Jonathan after the Upside Down, though. </p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t take this as proof of anything, except that a mixtape might come into play somehow this season.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://sennqu.tumblr.com/post/686404859356971008/this-guy-full-on-betting-on-a-bury-your-gays">sennqu</a>:</p><blockquote><p>this guy full-on betting on a bury your gays ending for will has me heated oh my god. they would rather a gay character die than think that maybe.. maybe?? he&rsquo;s an actual important character who deserves to be happy after everything he&rsquo;s been through?? </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="551" data-orig-width="1060"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6522f4b65e653cdafac13df230fb75a2/c8071aa9e18f6bfc-f9/s640x960/4623d63325ccbee7969cb07ddb2d431f0a4f90c3.png" data-orig-height="551" data-orig-width="1060"/></figure></div><p>will is probably the MOST unlikely to die out of all of them! the story starts with him missing. the whole point of season 1 was getting him back! you&rsquo;re telling me the writers would throw all of that away just to make him gay so they can KILL him?? you really think that lowly of their skills as storytellers??</p></blockquote>
<p>Ah, yes, the &ldquo;let&rsquo;s show how good the straight characters are by having them mourn the sad gay character&rdquo; trope. That&rsquo;s always been a tidy way to address gay characters. It&rsquo;s the &ldquo;straight people get to feel good about themselves because they feel bad for a gay person&rdquo; concept.</p><p>It sickens me just how eager some people are to see this instead of, you know, a perpetually sad kid actually getting to be happy for once.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bylerina/686405098423877632">bylerina</a>:</p><blockquote><p>if you think about it the whole vecna curse could be a plot device to reveal byler to casual viewers. some people really need to shove it to their faces so they can understand whats going on. thats the perfect opportunity. seeing through their minds all of their flashbacks from previous seasons and maybe some useen scenes. its going to be very revealing and eventually even the most clueless viewer will understand.</p><p> its pretty smart actually.</p></blockquote>
<p>I think that&rsquo;s an oversimplification. While I think Vecna could certainly be used to accomplish this, I do not think it&rsquo;s why they created him and his Trances. A lot of characters have inner turmoil they&rsquo;ve been hiding. </p><p>I do think Will and/or Mike&rsquo;s feelings being shown to the general audience is a clear use for this plot device, though. It&rsquo;d be a <i>huge</i> missed opportunity if neither of them encountered him.</p>
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<p>Guys, this image isn&rsquo;t from volume 2. They aren&rsquo;t even in any of their actual costumes. It&rsquo;s from the Stranger Things Experience thing.</p>
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<p>I&rsquo;m just now noticing that Millie is wearing the dress with the milkshake stain on it. That strikes me as a bit odd.</p><p>Now, it doesn&rsquo;t necessarily mean anything. They would be filming as many different scenes at the roller rink as they can to get them all wrapped up. They probably arranged to only have the rink for a predetermined amount of time since it is a real business.</p><p>So, would Will&rsquo;s roller rink trance scene take place after El gets humiliated? Like, does she accuse him of not really caring about her because he let it happen? Or are they just filming the trance on the same day they film the scene where El gets bullied?</p>
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<p>I don&rsquo;t know. I want to say there&rsquo;s a reason they chose a circus tune, but I&rsquo;m not making any connections.</p><p>As for what&rsquo;s going through Will&rsquo;s head, I&rsquo;d say it&rsquo;s something like &ldquo;I can&rsquo;t believe I&rsquo;m the least insane person in this van.&rdquo;</p>
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<p>That&rsquo;s what gets me. Yeah, Will is saying that based on personal experience, but it&rsquo;s still meant to be advice for Mike.</p><p>What. Is. Mike. So. Afraid. Of.</p><p>It makes no sense for him to tell El he loves her if he already really does. She&rsquo;s said it to him. He also knows she <i>wants</i> him to say it to her. She&rsquo;s upset that he doesn&rsquo;t. She&rsquo;s upset that he can&rsquo;t even write it.</p><p>Mike displays a lot of Ted-like mannerisms after the roller rink. His insensitive comment at the dinner table, followed by continuing with his dinner, probably the most apparent. However, during his argument with El, he says something that is somewhat similar to something we hear Ted say later.</p><p>When El suggests that Mike doesn&rsquo;t love her, he gets very defensive. &ldquo;I say it.&rdquo; &ldquo;Who says I don&rsquo;t?&rdquo; This seems similar, in function, if not form, to Ted&rsquo;s response to Karen later on. &ldquo;Our children are not murderers, Ted!&rdquo; &ldquo;Don&rsquo;t put words in my mouth. See, she does that, twists my words.&rdquo;</p><p>Mike and El are in a similar relationship to Ted and Karen. They&rsquo;re not actually happy together. They&rsquo;re just going through the motions. El is upset at the state of the relationship, just as Karen is. Mike is as clueless as Ted, though, and becomes just as defensive when called out. </p><p>It would almost be understandable that this is why Mike is afraid. He wouldn&rsquo;t want to end up like them. However, one of Karen and Ted&rsquo;s biggest problems is the lack of emotional intimacy. We never see them say they love each other. If Mike were trying to avoid that, then he&rsquo;d tell El he loves her.</p><p>Unless the <i>real</i> problem isn&rsquo;t not saying it, but saying it without meaning it. Mike can&rsquo;t say it because he knows it feels wrong. That&rsquo;s what he&rsquo;s afraid of saying to El. He&rsquo;s afraid of saying that and ending not only trapped in a loveless relationship, but also trapping El in one. </p><p>It&rsquo;s similar to Jonathan&rsquo;s situation. El would have given up everything for Mike if he pretended to love her, only to eventually grow to resent him, as Karen does Ted, when he finally stopped pretending.</p><p>Mike is trapped between a rock and a hard place. Regardless of any feelings he may have for Will, he doesn&rsquo;t love El anymore, assuming he ever did (romantically). He doesn&rsquo;t want to hurt her by breaking up, especially when she&rsquo;s been through so much. He sees her as needing him to keep her hopes up. However, he also doesn&rsquo;t want to progress the relationship and risk her growing to hate him. He literally doesn&rsquo;t know what to do, as he thinks El wouldn&rsquo;t like the truth.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://mlchaelwheeler.tumblr.com/post/686362549680259072/was-vecna-stalking-will-in-1x01">mlchaelwheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Was Vecna stalking Will in 1x01?</h2><p>So, I was rewatching s1 of stranger things and noticed an interesting parallel to s4v1. </p><p>Let me start this by saying that I think Vecna was responsible for Will going missing in the first place, not the demogorgan (evidence: Will seems to be followed from Mike&rsquo;s house, which is outside the demogorgan&rsquo;s established &ldquo;hunting zone,&rdquo; Will&rsquo;s front door opens using telekinesis, Will doesn&rsquo;t immediately get killed like the demogorgan&rsquo;s other victims).</p><p>Anyways, when Karen calls Mike upstairs during their campaign, Ted is shown in the background, frustrated that the tv isn&rsquo;t working properly. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1167" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/527d3094ba485d46ce5817d52d75f72c/505ad35a1b0d89fa-5e/s640x960/3ca0499f03d45f111f6428dcd1409c23651214fe.jpg" data-orig-height="1167" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>Minutes later, Will bikes home (the lights flicker outside the garage, showing a supernatural presence nearby) and is attacked by the demogorgan&hellip; or vecna?</p><p>In 4x01, max is watching tv with her mom in her trailer when the tv turns to static and malfunctions. I believe this also happens at Benny&rsquo;s Burgers with Jason + his crew, but I have to double check. These events both happen around when Vecna has Chrissy in a trance and eventually kills her. </p><p>I believe that it&rsquo;s Vecna stalking Will because the demogorgan hasn&rsquo;t been shown to affect tvs, as that seems to be more in the psychic realm, like how el uses static to find people in the void. Also, the demogorgan doesn&rsquo;t have telekinesis, so how would it have been able to open Will&rsquo;s front door?</p><p>Anyways, just an interesting parallel I noticed that hopefully gets explained more in s4v2, since we&rsquo;re supposedly getting answers as to why Will was targeted in the first place (and who targeted him).</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://11byers.tumblr.com/post/686360282510082048/if-byler-happens-itll-feel-like-fan-service">11byers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>&ldquo;if byler happens it&rsquo;ll feel like fan service&rdquo; maybe watch the show again</p></blockquote>
<p>I mean, it would be fan service. They&rsquo;d be doing a literal service to fans by slowly, carefully crafting a beautiful childhood friends to lovers story featuring two boys in the 80s. Sure beats the usual formulaic stuff, no?</p>
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Body: <p>So, what if the whole For Will mixtape thing is really a device that allows the show to take us through Will’s inner turmoil?</p><p>Imagine he’s in Vecna’s Trance, but Will is special due to some yet-to-be-revealed importance. Vecna isn’t trying to be quick with Will. Mike plays the mixtape, and each song changes the mindscape due to it triggering a memory. Vecna attempts to corrupt each of these memories to prevent the music from working, incorporating all of Will’s doubts, fears, and insecurities. We might see several locations, such as the Byers house, Castle Byers, Mike’s basement, the roller rink, etc. </p><p>In addition to this fitting in with Will’s Trance, I actually think this could work to provide volume 2 with a sizeable soundtrack. With it being but a fraction of the runtime of volume 1, it would need something like this if they don’t want to end up with a 5 song volume.</p><p>This is probably not what will happen, since I’m not a talented narrative writer, but I think it would be interesting. Music is immensely important to Will, so it’d only make sense he’d have very clear emotional connections to individual songs.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://ilikepipecleanerswitheyes.tumblr.com/post/685409763639656448/every-stranger-things-just-starts-with-joyce">ilikepipecleanerswitheyes</a>:</p><blockquote><p>every stranger things just starts with joyce having a theory and no one believing her, despite her being correct. maybe it’s time y’all start trusting this woman smh </p></blockquote>
<p>Maybe we’ll get a scene like:</p><p>Joyce: Hop, what if&hellip;</p><p>Hopper: Ok, let’s do it.</p><p>Dmitri: Wait, you didn’t even hear her idea.</p><p>Hopper: Don’t have to. She’s always right.</p><p>Murray: And it’s pointless to argue, anyway.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://swift-fated.tumblr.com/post/686343498619863040/nah-i-cant-stop-thinking-about-the-possibility">swift-fated</a>:</p><blockquote><p>NAH I CANT STOP THINKING ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT IT WAS ACTUALLY VECNA THAT ABDUCTED WILL AND NOT A DEMOGORGON IM GOING FUCKING CRAZY!!!!!! but if im going crazy then we will all go crazy together right? 🥺👉🏻👈🏻 say it back </p></blockquote>
<p>I&rsquo;ve had the same thought. It would explain some things, like how the lock on the Byers front door slid open. We never saw the Demogorgon do anything like that at any other time. </p>
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Body: <p>You know, I loved Eddie and Chrissy&rsquo;s dynamic. It was adorable, and I found myself wishing they had a chance to get better acquainted because I thought they&rsquo;d be cute together. I know a lot of others had similar thoughts.</p><p>That said, I found myself wondering if people would have thought the same if Chrissy was Chris or Eddie was Edie. Or would it have taken a much higher standard of evidence to even be considered a maybe.?</p><p>It makes me think of my <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622910719032246272/heteronormativity-and-its-impact-on-stranger">old post</a> where I posited that Byler would have long had a lot more mainstream support if Will were a girl.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://softgaypoet.tumblr.com/post/686313882640416768/okay-has-anyone-else-seen-this-it-has-to-be">softgaypoet</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="970"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2a576629fc755be6ec5e8e27a6a759e3/251e14c6c04902bc-93/s640x960/2796d8a4262482d2a52b03552a7216e3dc4a78f9.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="970"/></figure></div><p>okay has anyone else seen this??? it has to be either the painting or the mixtape, right? and &ldquo;so I heard about something that&rsquo;s coming&rdquo;, meaning Vecna? Technically could be related to Max&rsquo;s letters if she dies, but the date is the same day Nancy says the Upside Down is stuck on, so I&rsquo;m thinking it&rsquo;s Will/Mike related. Also, I&rsquo;m wondering if it&rsquo;s because Will gets separated from the party again, but I was thinking, what if it&rsquo;s Mike this time? I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s the painting, because I really feel like it was already finished, because we don&rsquo;t see him working on it anymore, once spring break has already started, and I can&rsquo;t imagine why he would take it to the airport with him if it wasn&rsquo;t already finished. There was literally no reason to take it to the airport if it wasn&rsquo;t finished and/or he wasn&rsquo;t planning on giving it to Mike. The &ldquo;sorry I couldn&rsquo;t get it done&rdquo; &amp; &ldquo;last until&rdquo; give off &ldquo;until I see you again vibes&rdquo;, so I&rsquo;m wondering wondering if its the mixtape Mike made for Will, and this letter that he never sent, because he signed it Love, Mike, while all the letter to El say &ldquo;from&rdquo;. And the &ldquo;and its been&rdquo; (so long since I&rsquo;ve seen you?). But I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s an old letter because of the very first bit about &ldquo;something coming&rdquo; - because it sounds like he&rsquo;s talking about the threat to Hawkins, and at this point the Cali gang still don&rsquo;t know what the threat is, so maybe he&rsquo;s working on this after he rekindled his friendship with Will? Idk, but it&rsquo;s all really sus. Thoughts?</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="970"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/292258620f5e4f5f9616a3879454c725/251e14c6c04902bc-f3/s640x960/e9e6188f7d8530de603cbc000a1a0dbb7160e90a.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="970"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="970"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c2bece851c7dd26502340b945ebb97fc/251e14c6c04902bc-bb/s640x960/4b0b13fe8e1b1980bca7eb9282e6e67f7394bd64.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="970"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>It ended up being about something they were doing for Stranger Things Day, they said. It&rsquo;s possible it has a double meaning, since it does fit, and it is oddly censored, but I wouldn&rsquo;t go nuts on this one.</p>
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Tags: 

Post id: 686310217829515264
Date: 2022-06-06 11:53:47 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686310217829515264
Slug: i-really-want-a-scene-like-this-give-me-something
Reblog key: QwQsKbol
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/miatartistry/686307685202870272
Reblog name: miatartistry
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/miatartistry/686307685202870272">miatartistry</a>:</p><blockquote><p>William Byers: *passes the town line*</p><p><br/></p><p>Vecna:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="450" data-orig-width="800"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9aff3d30d7d83887bd68095f1b288d2c/e809af08272d23c8-3a/s640x960/4e39925ea8fb0f62e3cbd870105324797752bbcc.jpg" data-orig-height="450" data-orig-width="800"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>I really want a scene like this. Give me something that shows Vecna sensing Will the moment he&rsquo;s in range. </p>
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Body: <p>I don&rsquo;t have time to check out the interview (work, work, work), but if Noah really did mention that we&rsquo;ll learn more about why Will was targeted, then this is honestly bigger news than Byler. I never liked the idea that he was just in the wrong place at the wrong time and that everything that happened to him afterwards is just a result of his exposure to the Upside Down.</p><p>I want to know what makes Will so special that the Mindflayer would use him to try and carry out its plans.</p><p>Still excited about the Byler stuff, though. It was nice to get some acknowledgement that, yes, we <i>were</i> meant to be picking up on this all along.</p>
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<p>They wouldn&rsquo;t use any identifying information in the event the message was seen by an enemy, so I&rsquo;m not worried about the asset part.</p><p>I think they did always plan to restore her powers. Why would they go through the trouble of building such a facility otherwise? Owens did mention a war is coming. I don&rsquo;t think he was referring to the battle with the military. </p>
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<p>I have to say, now that the photo has been adjusted for lighting, Mike looks less freaked out and more concerned.</p>
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<p>I did consider that it could be a callback to that scene.   I think you’re right, though. It does look like Mike might be looking down at Will’s hands.   We always said there was a reason they zoomed in on Mike putting his hand on top of Will’s in season 2. </p><p>Just imagine Mike turning towards Will and grabbing Will’s hands. “Will, it’s just me.” </p><p>The sad thing about Mike taking Will’s hand to calm him down is that it would probably just make it worse for Will. “That’s the problem, Mike. To me, it’s never ‘just you.’”</p>
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<p>People say a magazine confirms that the Snowball scene is for Max. I can’t say that makes much sense to me, but apparently one particular moment is even described.</p>
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<p>There’s just way too much evidence at this point.</p>
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<p>Do you want to know why this is driving me nuts?</p><p>With the amount of hype they&rsquo;ve officially given Will loving Mike over the past month, people are seriously believing that Byler will happen. We&rsquo;re also in the midst of Pride, so it will be getting more attention as the month goes on.</p><p>I mean, Noah apparently confirmed that we were meant to pick up on this from the start. It&rsquo;s nothing terribly new after David&rsquo;s &ldquo;If you&rsquo;ve watched the show&hellip;&rdquo; bit last month. However, we&rsquo;re only continuing to build it up.</p><p>We&rsquo;re at the point now where it will have been baiting if they don&rsquo;t end up together, or, as Finn said, in a state of acceptance and mutual understanding. Like, maybe Mike acknowledges that he feels something, but, after messing up with El, wants to take things slow. Will is too important to risk messing things up with.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://beansbutinteract.tumblr.com/post/686253665370112000/vecna-wouldnt-do-anything-else-but-that-he-would">beansbutinteract</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://demadogs.tumblr.com/post/686252731385675776/what-if-they-bamboozle-the-audience-and-wills">demadogs</a>:</p><blockquote><p>what if they bamboozle the audience and will’s vecna’d but we dont know it yet and he confesses to mike and his response is so negative and terrible and we’re like WHAT and then it cuts to real mike in front of vecna’d will freaking out and desperately trying to save him but they havent been caught up on the whole vecna deal so he doesnt know how.</p></blockquote><p>Vecna wouldn’t do anything else but that, he would torment with Mikes words</p><p>and then Vecna would show up and say his stuff “it’s time for your suffering to end” and Will would accept it because of Mike’s rejection</p><p>Then cue Will floating in the air with Mike panicking and asking everyone what’s going on</p></blockquote>
<p>God, how sad that would be, but that&rsquo;s exactly how Vecna operates.</p>
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<p>Probably a lot of drinking for me.</p>
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<p>Watch that be the end of episode 8. </p><p>&ldquo;Will? Are you ok? Will? Will! WILL!&rdquo;</p><p>Wasn&rsquo;t there an official Stranger Things tweet once that was just everyone shouting Will&rsquo;s name?</p>
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<p>I honestly wonder if we&rsquo;ll see that in season 4, or if they&rsquo;ll move it to season 5.</p><p>How are they getting back from Russia?</p>
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— crazy together (@byersworld) June 5, 2022"><span class="tmblr-alt-text-helper">ALT</span></figure><p class="tmblr-attribution"><a href="https://twitter.com/byersworld/status/1533471573302300673" class="post_info_link post_source_app" _target="blank" rel="nofollow">View on Twitter</a></p></div></div></blockquote><p>I didn’t realize it was a (very brief) video. You see Mike’s eyes drop down a bit. Will’s fingers are fidgeting, too. It’s hard to tell, but it looks like Will is speaking here. Mike looks a bit shocked.</p><p>The tension in this scene, from a mere 1 second of footage, is staggering. There’s so many possibilities for this, some good, some bad, some a bit of both.</p></blockquote><p>Mike is normally quite relaxed around Will, so his tension here is interesting </p></blockquote>
<p>Plot twist: Vecna takes advantage of Will’s massive amounts of anxiety and trances him <i><b>during</b></i> the conversation.</p>
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<p>I didn’t realize it was a (very brief) video. You see Mike’s eyes drop down a bit. Will’s fingers are fidgeting, too. It’s hard to tell, but it looks like Will is speaking here. Mike looks a bit shocked.</p><p>The tension in this scene, from a mere 1 second of footage, is staggering. There’s so many possibilities for this, some good, some bad, some a bit of both.</p>
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<p>I have no idea what the source of this is, and, for all I know, they’re just hanging out between takes.</p><p>However, something about that body language scream confession to me. Will has such an anxious posture. He’s hunched over with his arms between his legs in a sort of submissive gesture expected when telling someone something where you think they might get angry.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://sennqu.tumblr.com/post/686239003517894656/saw-something-on-the-st-subreddit-that-got-me">sennqu</a>:</p><blockquote><p>saw something on the ST subreddit that got me heated so here i am again with words. link to <a href="https://sennqu.tumblr.com/post/686221094985793536/in-the-span-of-less-than-a-week-ive-gone-from">earlier post where i talked at length about why i think unrequited byler is unlikely</a></p><p>anyway: if ST is written competently, the window of time where mike could say i love you to el and have it be believed has passed. imo it passed once el left the byers home.</p><p>one of el&rsquo;s biggest fears is that mike only loves her when she&rsquo;s a &ldquo;superhero&rdquo;, when she has powers. and now that we&rsquo;ve gotten to a point in the story where she has her powers back, if mike tells her i love you, it&rsquo;ll only reaffirm her feelings that she needs to be special in order to be loved by him. and i don&rsquo;t think mike and el can overcome this hurdle without el losing her powers again. and if they retread that arc&hellip; then that does a disservice to both mike and el, not to mention the audience. there&rsquo;s only a season and 2 eps to go, and you choose that development??</p><p>so in short, imo mike and eleven&rsquo;s romantic relationship is over. paraphrasing mike, it was a fight you can&rsquo;t come back from</p></blockquote>
<p>I mean, yeah, very valid point here. The time for Mike to prove he loves her really would have been when she was without her powers. If he tries to force himself to say it when they meet back up then El should call him out on it. It might work if they establish that Mike doesn’t know if she has them back, but it’d still be a hard sell.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/686231025897095168">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686230810350813184">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Something tells me the troll anon(s) figured out how easily shaken we can be. That Ask was apparently copy-pasted to at least a couple different accounts. I&rsquo;m honestly surprised I didn&rsquo;t get it, too. </p><p>That line has never been officially acknowledged. We just assume it&rsquo;s a line because the Stranger Writers Twitter account posted it once. I don&rsquo;t see why it would not only be mentioned in an interview, but also what the context is.</p><p>It might be ironic that I, of all people, am saying this given my recent behavior, but let&rsquo;s all just chill.</p></blockquote><p>StTwitter would absolutely have jumped on it by now, and there’s nada. My thinking is that someone was feeling especially spiteful - and maybe wanting to ‘get back’ at us for that fake Finn Wolfhard interview snippet on the monologue </p></blockquote>
<p>That would be petty considering we rather quickly determined <i>that</i> interview to be fake, too. Then again, what are trolls if not petty?</p>
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Body: <p>Something tells me the troll anon(s) figured out how easily shaken we can be. That Ask was apparently copy-pasted to at least a couple different accounts. I&rsquo;m honestly surprised I didn&rsquo;t get it, too. </p><p>That line has never been officially acknowledged. We just assume it&rsquo;s a line because the Stranger Writers Twitter account posted it once. I don&rsquo;t see why it would not only be mentioned in an interview, but also what the context is.</p><p>It might be ironic that I, of all people, am saying this given my recent behavior, but let&rsquo;s all just chill.</p>
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<p>They&rsquo;re both literally swallowing their real feelings out of fear. That&rsquo;s the reason they grew distant in the first place. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://ellieesauruss.tumblr.com/post/686215120502833152/something-really-interesting-about-this-season-of">ellieesauruss</a>:</p><blockquote><p>something really interesting about this season of stranger things is the way they have being using the score….</p><p>multiple occasions they have reused old tracks from previous seasons, and this feels very very intentional to me. </p><p>one instance… </p><p>the ‘This Isn’t You’ track from s1, ep1</p><p>original plays in Nancy and Barb’s last conversation they ever have together, Barb is telling Nancy that going upstairs with Steve isn’t the kind of girl she is… this moment is very pivotal to Nancy’s guilt and trauma around what happened to Barb - which has been a big part of this season so far. </p><p>this same track also plays in the scene with Nancy and Steve in the Creel House in s4, ep5. Steve has cobwebs in his hair and Nancy is helping him get them out and Steve is talking about wanting to go out with Robin, Nancy and Jonathan and how he isn’t dating Robin (honestly he is just rambling nonsense). but its one of the first Stancy scenes in s4.  </p><p>Them using this track in BOTH of these moments feels EXTREMELY significant in so many ways, and just really makes me further feel that Stancy is meant to be a red herring/subversion of some kind. Especially considering how Vecna is using Nancy’s trauma around Barb and how that relates to Steve. </p><p>another track that is reused is ‘On The Bus’. </p><p>originally from s2 (i cant remember the episode) but its used in one of the most important Lumax scenes - Lucas and Max are talking on top of the bus. </p><p>they also use this track during the scene in s4 where Mike and Will are talking about being a team, and being bestfriends. A significant Byler scene for this season… (its when Will is packing for them all to leave for Hawkins). Will takes his painting for Mike right at the end after this conversation. </p><p>Interpret this however you want….</p><p>There are also occasions where they reuse melodies from tracks in previous seasons, but composed in a slightly different way. </p><p>Music has such an important role in this show, especially this season. So them reusing certain tracks feels extremely intentional. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://believesinfairydust.tumblr.com/post/686184585891102720/i-know-some-of-us-in-the-byler-tag-are-kinda">believesinfairydust</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I know some of us in the Byler tag are kinda scared rn since we&rsquo;re worried about Byler being queerbait, and I am too. But, I want to be positive right now, so here are some reasons why I think it isn&rsquo;t queerbait.</p><p>1: It&rsquo;s 2022. Netflix, the Duffer Brothers, everyone knows Netflix, and the show&rsquo;s creators are going to be in some big trouble if they&rsquo;re queerbaiting us. So I&rsquo;m sure they wouldn&rsquo;t do it, it would make them look bad.</p><p>2: Think of all the hints through other seasons and the hints BEFORE Pride Month. I know that could be bait too, but the sheer amount of hints just sorta convinces me.</p><p>Last but not least, 3: Will has technically been queer-coded since season 1. That was before half the fandom was shipping this. If they didn&rsquo;t plan on at least making Will queer, then why would they do that?</p></blockquote>
<p>Will being in love with Mike is practically a sure thing. I&rsquo;m talking 99.9999% probability. The remaining doubt falls in regards to Mike. It would still be very easy for the Duffers to have him and El magically work out their issues and still have the bulk of the audience accept it. </p><p>They&rsquo;ve set things up for Byler. People don&rsquo;t pay as close attention to Mike&rsquo;s own obvious signs, but that&rsquo;s because we&rsquo;re not told to. We only notice Will because we were clued in to pay attention to such things in season 1 due to the bullying, plus he never got a girlfriend. If Mike were single and treating Will the way he does, people would think <i><b>very</b></i> differently.</p><p>Still, like I said, they technically have an easy out here thanks to heteronormativity keeping most fans from picking up on Mike. If not for that, then the only question would be when it would finally happen.</p>
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<blockquote><p>You may have seen my <a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/redshoes-blues/685738847106154496?source=share">Will Byers Mirror Theory</a>, which is where I discuss my thoughts on why Will being put under Vecna’s curse is pretty much inevitable in vol. 2. I wanted to delve deeper into that theory, discussing the music itself, and how a few songs apply to Will as a character. This section assumes that Will gets Vecna’d, so if you want more info on that theory, it’s linked above.<br/></p><p>Also this is long as hell. Whoops?</p><p>Music plays a crucial role in Stranger Things. Even before Vecna was introduced, the iconic 80s soundtrack is a feature of the show, and several characters within the text are huge music fans. One of these characters is Will, who we know uses music to comfort himself in the Upside Down in ST1. Assuming Will <i>is </i>cursed during vol. 2, what songs might save him? What do these songs represent within Stranger Things and in the real world, and how might they give insight into Will as a character?</p><p>As I see it, there are 3 possibilities for Will’s song. The way I selected these songs is by looking at the songs Will himself mentions, songs directly related to important moments in his arc, and more subtle prop hints. </p><p>1. Should I Stay or Should I Go, The Clash</p><p>2. Boys Don’t Cry, The Cure</p><p>3. Heroes, David Bowie</p><p>Let’s go through each song and see how it could work for Will’s song. </p><p><b>Should I Stay or Should I Go</b></p><p>To me, this is the obvious first pick. When I first realized Will would probably fall under the curse in vol. 2, my first thought was: “oh but he’ll be safe, everyone in the Party knows he loves that Clash song.” </p><p>Will sings the song to himself in the Upside Down when a Demogorgon is near, and the Demogorgon leaves. Although music doesn’t seem to have the same impact on them as it does Vecna, the song still provides Will comfort in times of panic and distress. In flashbacks, we’re shown that Jonathan introduces the song to Will during an argument between Joyce and Lonnie. The song acts as a shield for Will in that moment, just as it does later on in the UD. Within the Vecna scene, it would provide a perfect parallel to Will being in the UD for the first time early in the show. </p><p>However, as I mentioned in <a href="https://redshoes-blues.tumblr.com/post/686053303190274048/what-if-when-will-gets-vecnad-everyone-rushes-to">another post</a>, “Should I Stay or Should I Go” is now a song intrinsically tied to Will’s trauma from the UD. Now, the mechanics of how songs work and which ones may or may not work haven’t been ironed out yet. I suspect this will be elaborated on in vol. 2, but if the song is now tied to traumatic memories, maybe it won’t work. </p><p>Maybe there’s another song Will connects to on a deep level that is less obvious to both viewers <i>and </i>the Party. In such a case, the disconnection between Will and the Hawkins gang will quickly become apparent. This is especially the case if Vecna gets to Will <i>before </i>the California and Hawkins groups are reunited and able to go over details. But even if Will if put under Vecna’s curse when everyone is back together and the California gang finds out what’s happening, Will has still been disconnected from the Party (aside from El, but even then we know he hasn’t told her about his crush on Mike).</p><p>I think it’s quite likely that the Party could try “Should I Stay or Should I Go” (maybe even at Jonathan or Mike’s suggestion), only to have it fail. </p><p>So if it doesn’t end up being “Should I Stay or Should I Go,” what other songs may Will have a personal connection to?</p><p><b>Boys Don’t Cry</b></p><p>I love the idea of “Boys Don’t Cry” saving Will from Vecna’s curse because A. I’m a massive fan of The Cure, and B. I love how the song could connect to him as a character! In case you missed in, the reference to this song is subtle, as Will has a poster of the album cover in his California bedroom.</p><p>I’ll be honest and say that of the three songs, I think this one may have the most limited evidence to support it. But perhaps that’s the point? </p><p>Will’s character arc in ST3 was very much about him feeling left behind, and that is definitely continuing in ST4. Mike is realizing how the two of them have split apart because of the distance and his own lack of awareness for Will’s feelings in ST3 and beyond. We’ve never heard Will mention “Boys Don’t Cry,” but we as viewers have grown distant to Will as a character, just as Mike has (note: Mike is often used as a character to show the audience’s perspective, and his lack of awareness reflect this). </p><p>Although the song is alluded to, it hasn’t been played or mentioned directly. If this is Will’s Vecna song, then it will show how distant he has become from his friends as a result of many factors — one of which will likely be his sexuality, something I can see Vecna using in the vision to make Will feel more like an outsider. </p><p>“Boys Don’t Cry” as a song is a bit of an anthem for gay men. Especially during the 80s. The song is about toxic masculinity and the ways Western society has damaged men by making them cover up their emotions. Within a queer reading, the song could also be used to highlight the ways that gay men in particular are stereotyped as <i>feminine </i>or overly <i>sensitive, </i>the second of which has been used as a descriptor for Will within the show. As we know, Will has his own experiences of toxic masculinity, especially where Lonnie is concerned (baseball is a key metaphor here).<br/></p><p>So even though “Boys Don’t Cry” is only shown in a prop, the song would be a powerful message for Will: conquering toxic masculinity and finally sharing his feelings and emotions by coming out to his loved ones.</p><p><b>Heroes</b></p><p>Okay, I know I seemed enthusiastic about the other two options, but “Heroes” is where my true alliance lies. Listen, I’m slightly biased here. David Bowie is my all-time favourite artist, and “Heroes” is my all-time favourite song. But I digress. For fellow Byler shippers, this is the song out of the 3 that I think most aligns with a queer reading of Mike and Will’s dynamic.</p><p><b>Note: </b>I’m not the first one to come up with “Heroes” being used as Will’s Vecna song. Go <a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/redshoes-blues/685784476666806272?source=share">here</a> to <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mfgz2mEBTQqMxa99migqAFA">@gayeddiemunson</a>‘s post which initially brought the idea to my mind (and inspired this long-ass analysis)!</p><p>“Heroes” is played twice over the course of the show during two peak emotional scenes. In both scenes, a gorgeous Peter Gabriel cover of the song plays. In my theory, it’s specifically the original Bowie version which would be used for Will, and I have a specific reason for this that I’ll get to. </p><p>In ST1, the song plays when “Will’s” body is discovered in the quarry — specifically showing his body, Mike running home, and Jonathan and Joyce hugging in a shot which mirrors Mike and Karen. In ST3, it plays at the very end of the season when Hopper is reading his letter after “dying.” In these instances, a character is thought to be dead and the other characters mourn them in some way. Both characters are later revealed to be alive. In other words, &quot;Heroes” is a song which represents resurrection in Stranger Things.</p><p>Given the knack the Duffer brothers have for creating parallels over the course of the show, I wouldn’t be shocked if they faked Will’s death again within Vecna’s curse, before using “Heroes” as a signal to save Will. </p><p>It’s important that the version used is Bowie’s original recording because it’s more upbeat than Peter Gabriel’s cover (making it much less melancholic and attached to negative emotions in the show), and because of a scene between Will and Jonathan in ST2, ep. 1:</p><blockquote><p><b>Jonathan</b>: You know what? You’re right. You are a freak. But what, do you want to be normal? Do you wanna be normal? Do you wanna be just like everyone else? Being a freak is the best, alright? I’m a freak … Who would you rather be friends with? Bowie or Kenny Rogers</p><p><b>Will</b>: Ugh</p><p><b>Jonathan</b>: Exactly. It’s no contest. The thing is, nobody normal ever accomplished anything meaningful in this world. </p></blockquote><p>Within the text, Bowie and Will are both “freaks.” Both outsiders in their own way who are scorned by some because they don’t fit into the norms of a heteronormative society. Bowie is a figure who was openly queer during the 70s, experimented with the boundaries of gendered fashion, and openly and bravely expressed himself in a much less accepting world. He stood up for queer people when others didn’t, and was an icon beloved by outsiders and people who weren’t seen as “normal.” For that reason, using Bowie’s version of the song would be a perfect moment of Will accepting that he’s a “freak” … but learning to love what makes himself different.</p><p>I do think Vecna would be most likely to make Will feel like an outsider by comparing his experiences as young Henry Creel to Will’s own feelings that he’s a “freak” because he doesn’t fit his society’s norms. In this way, Will fighting off Vecna with Bowie’s “Heroes” would be a beautiful moment of acceptance and resurrection as he comes back to life (the Real World) a stronger person. </p><p><b>Heroes, Will, and Mike</b></p><p>My final reason behind the “Heroes” song theory has to do with Byler, so if that isn’t your thing, that’s all good — feel free to skip this! </p><p>During ST1 when “Heroes” plays, Mike’s reactions to Will’s “death” are key in the sequence. Mike runs home and Karen comforts him as he cries over the death of his best friend. In the meantime, the following lyrics play:</p><blockquote><p>And the guns, shot above our heads <br/>And we kissed, as though nothing could fall <br/>And the shame, was on the other side<br/></p></blockquote><p>“Heroes” was written when Bowie saw a two people kissing next to the Berlin Wall, and was struck by the image of a structure representing the Cold War next to a forbidden love affair. This section of the song is the most romantic part, when the couple comes together despite their forbidden love, casting aside the shame brought on by the affair, feeling free like “heroes” in the arms of each other just for one day. </p><p>I don’t think “Heroes” has the same meaning in Stranger Things as Bowie’s initial inspiration. As I said above, I see it as a motif representing resurrection and new life in the show. But I <i>do </i>find it fascinating that the line about shame over a romantic love affair occurs during a shot of Mike. Coincidence, perhaps. But interesting all the same. </p><p>Obviously Will’s love for Mike is considered forbidden at the time. Whether or not Mike has feelings in return wouldn’t make a difference towards the forbidden nature of being gay in the 80s (at least according to the dominant culture). For this reason, the song not only connects to Will for the various reasons already described, but also to Mike given that the song plays for <i>him </i>as well as Will. If the Duffer brothers plan to make Byler canon, then I could see “Heroes” becoming an important song in the show again. </p><p><b>Final Thoughts / TLDR</b></p><p>Out of the 3 songs I’ve analyzed, I think “Heroes” has the strongest evidence supporting it: both within the narrative (the song has been used 2x in Stranger Things) and subtextually, from a character analysis perspective. Overall, Bowie’s original “Heroes” is a song of forbidden love by a queer artist who Will aligns himself with in the show. As well, the song represents resurrection and rebirth within the show, which thematically relates to the idea of Vecna’s curse.</p><p>Anyways, that’s all for this mammoth of a post! I’d love to hear what anyone else thinks. Are there any songs I missed that could be used?</p></blockquote>
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<p>Whoever runs that account certainly ships it. I certainly agree with Will deserving to receive the same love he gives.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://byersenthusiast-deactivated2022.tumblr.com/post/686163268579033088">byersenthusiast-deactivated2022</a>:</p><blockquote><p>saw someone on twitter say they love how mike&rsquo;s entire arc this season is &ldquo;learning how to vocally express his feelings for el&rdquo;&hellip;gotta say if that is his ENTIRE character arc then that is just fucking sad bro. like dead ass, that will be the worst character arc i have ever seen. like his arc would just be &ldquo;dude who has already said he loves his girlfriend finally gathers the courage to&hellip;say he loves his girlfriend&rdquo;. like?? BOOOO TOMATO TOMATO 🍅 </p></blockquote>
<p>Well, maybe tied for worst if you consider them being right about Will liking Mike only to be rejected.</p>
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<p>They have no onscreen interactions to the point that Max doesn&rsquo;t even have a memory for him when she breaks free from Vecna.</p>
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<p>I read it as <i><b>we</b></i> didn&rsquo;t forget his birthday.</p><p>This isn&rsquo;t an official Stranger Things account.</p><p>But we shall see. I&rsquo;d absolutely love to be wrong about this. I&rsquo;d be welcoming the people coming to me pointing out how wrong I had it. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/686155226303102976/it-just-occurred-to-me-that-el-really-does-seem-to">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/fatherwhencanileavetobeonmyown/686153335740497920">fatherwhencanileavetobeonmyown</a>:</p><blockquote><p>another day another slayyy 😍</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1947" data-orig-width="1168"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2e0f15e84e294042e9a79f7ed6657f84/04516d48fbd3eacd-2b/s640x960/f91be5126164f6da7a07ad31e0bbb854b64e7e71.jpg" data-orig-height="1947" data-orig-width="1168"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="626" data-orig-width="1170"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/db90d7c69facffbe517045453cdbd6c4/04516d48fbd3eacd-43/s640x960/b176c7ca9effaaf3cd4e81f81cdde1e9fdc19377.jpg" data-orig-height="626" data-orig-width="1170"/></figure></div></blockquote><p>It just occurred to me that El really does seem to think that Mike won’t love her until she’s a superhero again.</p><p>Soon he’s going to meet her kinda as she was when they first met - shaved head. Superpowers. But this time, Will will be there, not missing (at least until he gets Vecna-ed). And as others have pointed out, he really will have to draw that comparison and see which one of those two he feels drawn to. If it’s Will (which obviously I’m assuming) then I expect to see some more painful scenes with El while she realizes that Mike still doesn’t love her (romantically), even though she did the thing she thought he wanted from her and got her powers back.</p><p>This has got me thinking. We’ve talked about her reunion with Hopper being a balm and a salve for her relationship with Mike ending. And think about it - at the end of S3, Hopper agreed that El can fight better than any of them. “But right now, I need you safe.” He made it clear to her in that moment that he <i>values and loves her for her, not for her powers</i>. In fact, he wanted to go and <i>save her</i> (and everyone) rather than be <i>saved by her</i>. He sees her as someone he wants to protect, rather than seeing her as his savior and protector.</p><p>And honestly, I think this kind of is <i>why</i> El’s relationship with Hop is what she needs, not her relationship with Mike. Mike has, from the start, often used her as a weapon. Relied on her, needed her. He absolutely loves her as well and will protect her (he leapt to defend her at the roller rink as a recent example), but by and large their dynamic is based on El-as-superhero-girlfriend. It suddenly occurs to me that that’s why El went so hard with pretending everything was okay in CA. She has <i>never been in a position to need help from Mike</i>. Not really. She’s always been the one helping him. And she feels that if she needs help or support from him, he won’t love her anymore. So she hides that need from him out of fear of losing him. Heartbreaking. </p><p>In summary, I am realizing that in the end it will not be Mike’s romantic love that El needs. Nor will it, for example, be Brenner’s brand of “love” either, because he has also always needed her and expected things from her. El’s arc is reuniting with Hopper and getting to lean into his truly parental love for her. Hopper’s love is what she needs to begin to heal and to accept herself as a person - a complex person, not a superhero or savior figure. Hopper protects <i>her</i>. Hopper takes care of <i>her</i>. We’ve seen it over and over. <i>Hopper doesn’t need her to protect him</i>. And yet he <i>loves her anyway</i>. This is what she needs.</p><p>Uh the end of my lightbulb moment. Can’t wait for the “I love yous” we are gonna get between El and her dad. As a kid who lost their adopted father (who also was the parent I was closest with) you bet your ass I sobbed at the end of S3 and I will be absolutely feral when these two reunite. Just a total snot fest. Can’t wait</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/ipso-again/686133370244268032">ipso-again</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>I keep seeing people say stuff like:</b></p><p>&ldquo;it’s not about the ships&rdquo;</p><p>&ldquo;why are you getting so worked up about byler? It’s just a ship&rdquo;</p><p>&ldquo;what’s the big deal if it’s not canon?&rdquo;</p><p><b>And they’re right.</b></p><p><span class="npf_color_joey"><b>But they are also so very not.</b></span></p><p><b>Stranger things not being about ships is exactly why byler should be canon.</b></p><p>It’s not a show about romance. It’s not a show about gay people.</p><p>Gay people just <span class="npf_color_monica">happen to exist</span> while saving the world.</p><p>Gay people just <span class="npf_color_ross">happen to love</span> each other while saving the world.</p><p>And if they at the end <span class="npf_color_rachel">get to be happy</span>, just like the straight people, it <span class="npf_color_rachel">shouldn’t be a big deal</span>.</p><p><span class="npf_color_niles">Except </span><span class="npf_color_niles">that it is.</span> Because gay people barely receive happiness in a show that isn’t about them.</p><p><span class="npf_color_chandler">And queer people barely get any representation in shows that aren’t about queer people</span></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/686142908682944512">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I really am returning to wondering if Lonnie put Will into some sort of horrible conversion therapy when he was younger.</p></blockquote>
<p>Headcanon: Lonnie sent Will to &ldquo;therapy,&rdquo; but Brenner was the doctor. He actually doesn&rsquo;t believe in gay conversion, but easy access to a potential subject is hard to pass up. He ultimately decided Will wouldn&rsquo;t be a viable subject.</p>
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<p>Jonathan is a good brother. He knows, but maybe not because Will told him. He might not know how to comfort him without giving away that he knows.</p><p>Well, or Will <i>did </i>tell him, and Jonathan is silently asking if Will wants him to murder Mike.</p>
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<p>The counselor in me wants to argue about where on Maslow&rsquo;s Hierarchy this would actually fall.</p><p>But, screw it, I endorse this.</p>
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Body: <p>I was thinking about Argyle wanting to make a headstone for Dead Hero Agent Guy.</p><p>First off, Argyle is a decent guy for not only wanting to honor him, but also for actually thinking about the possibility that the guy had a family. We need more love for our stoner bro.</p><p>What I really wanted to say was about what he wanted to write on the headstone: that he saved &ldquo;Argyle, Jonathan, Will, and Mike&rsquo;s lives.&rdquo; At first, I thought it was weird because Argyle wasn&rsquo;t in the house when the agent held the line like a boss. Then I realized, and I guess so did Argyle, that if he delivered that pizza like he intended, those soldiers probably would have killed him for stumbling upon it.</p><p>Argyle is too pure of a soul to die like that.</p>
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<p>I mean, people do go into a sort of crucifixion pose when they’re levitated during a trance&hellip;</p><p>Are the Duffers really just on a very elaborate Christian mission? </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://morkhan.tumblr.com/post/685966127129657344/some-more-broad-scale-predictions-the-mike-and">morkhan</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Some more broad scale predictions:</p><ul><li>The Mike and Will storyline will be one of <i><b>the</b></i> emotional climaxes of the season.</li><li>Will will be the last person that Vecna curses and much of the finale drama will be trying to free him.</li><li>This will prove much more difficult than the others. They&rsquo;ll try to guess his favorite song and fail. Jonathan will say it&rsquo;s <i>Should I Stay or Should I Go,</i> but El will correct him and say he doesn&rsquo;t like it anymore because it reminds him of the Upside Down.</li><li>They will all be forced to reckon with the fact that <i>they just don&rsquo;t know him anymore</i>. They&rsquo;ve all been so wrapped up in their own dramas that they just sort of lost him in the shuffle. Will has always been quiet. They used to make efforts to draw him out, but at a certain point they all just sort of forgot about him, let him withdraw into his shell. </li><li>Desperate, they will search his things to try and find something, anything, that might free him.</li><li>Mike will find the painting. The one El said was probably for the girl he likes. </li><li>It&rsquo;s the day he and Will met. The first day of kindergarten. On the swings.</li><li>And he&rsquo;ll be confused at first. Why would Will paint this for some girl? Why would he give it to&hellip;</li><li>And then it will hit him, all at once. What Will has been trying to say to him for so long. What it means. Who the painting is for, who it was <i>always</i> for.</li><li>And he will know at that moment that he is the only person who can save Will.</li><li><strike>And then the power of gay love will pierce through the veil of the Upside Down and save the day.</strike> One way or another, whether platonically or romantically, Mike&rsquo;s love for Will will save him. </li></ul><p>That&rsquo;s it. That&rsquo;s the post. </p></blockquote>
<p>I really like the idea of El knowing Will&rsquo;s favorite song. It gives us more sibling love from them.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/686072889176457217/based-on-this-convo-on-good-friday-jesus-gets">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Based on <a href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/686066951897890816/omg-i-am-finding-things-just-gonna-tag-some-of">this convo</a></p><p>On good friday Jesus gets crucified. (Remember the last supper behind Suzie?)</p><p>Good Friday of 1986 was Friday, March 28. Wonder what day they’ll reach Hop’s cabin after collecting El. I’m gonna guess Friday-ish.</p><p>Here’s a link about “soteria”. <a href="https://href.li/?http://www.john-uebersax.com/plato/words/soteria.htm">Scroll down</a> to “in Christianity, the figure of Christ…”</p><p>( <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> and <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> you may find the “integration” aspect especially interesting in the link above)</p><p>Something something Easter, rise again from the dead, Christ as savior figure, soteria, will byers dies but comes back to life confirmed??? (Again? Like at the end of S1? Lol) </p><p>Also something something in order for Will to bring peace to his diametrically opposed passion &amp; pursuit of goodness Mike has to love him back step 3: byler step 4: ?? step 5: profit?</p><p>Update: turned my phone off to focus on work, turned it back on to say something something crucifixion imagery??? (See: Billy, Max, Vecna, etc?)</p><p>Argh something something El cast 001 out of our plane of existence and into another one, <i>sorta like how god kicked his first angel (Lucifer) out of heaven</i>??? And Henry was 001 like how Lucifer was the first angel???? I’m losing it yall</p><p>OMG satanic panic?? DND is seen as a demonic thing - who’s the closest linked to DND? Will. But ironically Will as Christ figure? I’m going absolutely feral</p><p>Just gonna keep adding thoughts here lmao. Isn’t god all mad and angry in the Old Testament but then after Jesus sacrifices himself god is less salty all the time? El as god figure, Will as Christ figure (El’s his dad??? Mkay), once Will sacrifices himself El taps into the power of love instead of anger??? HMMMM I could be on to nothing but we’ll see hehe</p></blockquote>
<p>I&rsquo;d see season 4 ending on Good Friday. They do usually like to go with the 1 week timeframe. That could set up season 5 heading into Easter if it picks up where season 4 leaves off. They did say that there wouldn&rsquo;t be any buildup next season. We&rsquo;d just be right in the thick of things.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/686066951897890816/omg-i-am-finding-things-just-gonna-tag-some-of">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/686066700190466048/knew-i-could-count-on-my-fellow-bylers-ty">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/686066134656647168/ok-wait-ive-got-my-clown-shoes-on-but-why-did">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Ok wait I’ve got my clown shoes on, but why did they give the thing in 001’s neck so much attention. And a name? I can’t remember the name of it (starts with an S I think) but I’m rewatching soon &amp; will def make a note of it if no one else knows it off the top of their head. But fact is, they paid that object more attention than they needed to - esp with naming it. I’ve seen someone (tag yourself I’ll give you credit! Forgot who you are) mention that Will is always touching his neck in the same place, and that definitely has me wondering, ngl. </p><p>Tldr No need for them to name that object if it wasn’t going to be relevant again - which means that it will be, mark my words.</p></blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="186" data-orig-width="468"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e67e273bcf3402441629d3ef8f0d4881/bedfcda5036eb6ea-e9/s640x960/9bb159bfdcbd2f18039a8c6e25d4a49a846a7760.jpg" data-orig-height="186" data-orig-width="468"/></figure></div><p>Knew I could count on my fellow bylers. Ty <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MDzUH1RHre1okue_v7RTFqA">@arkov1</a>!! Off I go to look into etymology &amp; such~</p></blockquote><p>Omg I am finding……. Things.</p><p>Just gonna tag some of you folks. Just Google “define soteria” &amp; feel free to go wild. <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MGBIBIrdMB--jo4Hndr6rsQ">@rosealie</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MmHztqX2CAiI7WxPKcfNl8Q">@elkdiaries</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Mwj5oB-mx8xiyjJfg9JWghg">@proud-mama-joyce</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MVJZ481WA15nSDT9ipO-52A">@blueberri3s</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MIWK4e81WYER2vFDmxq7q6w">@bylermaybe</a> and anyone else who wants to check this out!</p><p>TLDR it’s in the Bible &amp; Greek mythology &amp; is tied to concepts such as salvation, deliverance from a crisis, and sacrifice <i>help</i></p></blockquote>
<p>Christ, I don’t even know where to start with this. Honestly, I think I missed that the device even had a name. Having it be called Soteria certainly does fit with Brenner’s esoteric choice of names, considering he called the immersion tank Nina. </p><p>I suppose the easy answer is that the device is our salvation. It keeps dangerous powered people from using their powers. It is our deliverance from evil, so to speak. I can’t see them managing to re-implant it into Vecna, though, and, to be honest, it’d be something of a lame solution.</p><p>It could potentially line up with the season leading into Good Friday, though. Jesus’ death is suppose to usher in humanity’s salvation, according to Christian belief. Aside from Will’s birthday, I had noticed how the late March timeline was conveniently close to Easter. I had originally thought it was leading to a Hopper “resurrection” angle, but there could be more to it than that. </p>
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Body: <p>What if Karen got a poster because she encounters Vecna?</p><p>I’m sure she has plenty for him to exploit. </p><p>Cue hostile messages laughing at me for not knowing the plot in 5, 4, 3&hellip;</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/ideasbaker/686066598769983488">ideasbaker</a>:</p><blockquote><p><small>—even knowing these two scenes are not the same, i really think it makes such a good work explaining why mileven and stancy should not be endgame, and most importantly, shows us how the wheeler siblings deal with emotions as strong as love. </small></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="356" data-orig-width="345"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/376c853a9b06ef3f8099ef8440dad5b7/56eb9d5e38f46c40-f7/s640x960/9743d06f1512aa427e50c59f208b3b19f0eaa4c8.jpg" data-orig-height="356" data-orig-width="345"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="372" data-orig-width="361"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6277fa471469f97eb32afc31464a7865/56eb9d5e38f46c40-4b/s640x960/f5976e3cfe4a33fa1735a5b5d9dbad22055236e6.jpg" data-orig-height="372" data-orig-width="361"/></figure></div><p><small>“I- I care for you, so much.”</small></p><p><small>“care&hellip; but you- you don’t love me anymore?” </small></p><p><small>“who- who said that I didn’t?” </small></p><p><small>“you never say it!” </small></p><p><small>“I say it.” </small></p><p><small>“you can’t even write it mike. from, mike; from, mike; from, mike; from, mike; from, from, from!” </small></p><p><small>“okay! okay you’re being ridiculous! why? like- what is this? you- you know what I think of you! you’re the most incredible person in the world! and- you can’t let this mouth-breathers ruin you! ruin us! I mean- they’re nobody’s! they’re nobody’s! and you’re a superhero.”</small></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="367" data-orig-width="372"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6f3e6457cfee521d62546896c7d768e1/56eb9d5e38f46c40-12/s640x960/275e50d91eded11095a372d4dd7e53a19670d6e5.jpg" data-orig-height="367" data-orig-width="372"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="370" data-orig-width="374"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d01999ccb3e5871aed8ca7b81802e376/56eb9d5e38f46c40-e6/s640x960/287b648989d7da2e873ed21b888aff6007f9366a.jpg" data-orig-height="370" data-orig-width="374"/></figure></div><p><small>“apparently uh- we killed barb, and I don’t care, because I’m bullshit. and our whole&hellip; our whole relationship is bullshit&hellip; I mean, pretty much everything is just bullshit, bullshit, bullshit. oh yeah, also: you don’t love me.”</small></p><p><small>“I was drunk steve. I don’t remember any of that.” </small></p><p><small>“so that makes everything you said&hellip; it’s what? just bullshit, too?”</small></p><p><small>“yes.” </small></p><p><small>“well, then tell me.”</small></p><p><small>“tell you what?”</small></p><p><small>“you love me.”</small></p><p><small>“really?”</small></p><p><small>—in both of these situations we see nancy and mike being confronted by their significant others on the fact that they can’t say they love them (in nancy’s case, being blamed for throwing to the trash all of their relationship after she gets drunk, which triggers a breakdown that she pushes onto steve).  we need to have in mind that ted and kate wheeler don’t have the perfect relationship, in fact, in season 1 nancy tells jonathan how she thinks they never loved each other, and that their marriage had more to do with money than with love. this means that mike and nancy have grown up seeing their parents relationship and being told that that’s love, because when you’re a kid you assume what your parents do it’s the right thing, the good thing. once they were older they realized it wasn’t, and probably shielded themselves from emotions so they wouldn’t end up in a sad and tiring relationship like their parents. we see this in nancy mostly portrayed in season 1, seeing how she cares deeply for studies and how she knows what she wants in life is not a relationship but a good career (even when she starts dating steve, it never is her first priority). in nancy’s mind, keeping herself from strong feelings can protect her from heartbreak and all the shitty things her mom goes through just because she married the wrong man. in mike we see it in the way of how protective he is over his friends, which can lead to him being selfish, just like he said in season 3. in mike’s mind, being the leader of the group and being able to decide all the decisions gives him the power to push away any situations that could hurt him and his friends, like heartbreak. </small></p><p><small>now, to give this a bit of context, we need to realize both eleven and steve are people who show abandonment issues. in eleven’s case, is just as simple as stating the fact that she was locked in a lab for most of her life, without any knowledge of who her parents are, and being brainwashed into thinking the evil man who’s making her life hell is her dad, and that after going through all this, it’s very difficult to not be afraid of the first person who treated her right (mike) leaving. in steve’s case, we know his parents aren’t usually home, and that that bought him to hang out with the only people who were willing to hang out with him, and when those assholes leave him it obviously leaves fears towards others doing it too. it’s true that he was the one to leave them first, but imagine how steve must’ve felt when the only people who could be considered his friends left him without a second thought.</small></p><p><small>in mileven’s scene we see how mike first tries to convince eleven that he does love her, because he doesn’t like seeing his friends hurt, and when that doesn’t work, he tries and distract her with praise, because he can’t deal with explaining his emotions to her yet, but he also doesn’t want her to be hurt. in stancy’s scene steve is angry and sad and needs reassurance because his girlfriend and only friend told him he’s bullshit and everything that surrounds their relationship is too. nancy can’t reassurance him the way he wants, but still tries other way, which is by affirming that she doesn’t remember anything and that everything she said was in fact not true, and that he shouldn’t worry about it. </small></p><p><small>what i want to say with this is that steve and eleven have several self esteem problems and that need to be reminded they are loved, and that is not a bad thing, everyone needs to be remind it of it, but for that to be done by nancy and mike, they would need to work really hard on their commitment issues. in the other hand, will and jonathan have too, self esteem issues, but they repress it, and don’t need as much verbal reassurance but instead, actions that show how much they are loved. i say this because as i see it, joyce and lonnie’s relationship didn’t lack words of fake love declarations but lacked true love actions, this without mentioning that lonnie has been shown to be an aggressive man who made fun of his own kids just for fun. nancy and mike’s whole thing is showing their love by actions, such as how when mike went behind the cops and his parents just to find will, his best friend since childhood, and how nancy exposed herself to her flayed boss just to keep jonathan, the person who understands her best, safe. of course, when you enter a relationship you need to work on your own problems and sacrifice yourself a little for your partner’s happiness, but is that much sacrifice worth it? is it worth it for mike and nancy to end up hating their lives and also eleven and steve because they needed to change their whole personalities so they could be together? when jonathan and will, two people who understand them perfectly and don’t need to pressure them into stating verbally their love for them are right there? </small></p><p><small>sorry for it being so long i hope i made my point clear tho:) </small></p></blockquote>
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<p>Why Can&rsquo;t This Be Love by Van Halen</p>
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<p>I won&rsquo;t lie and say I haven&rsquo;t thought about this before. I suppose it just remains to be seen if Mike steps up to save Will&rsquo;s life in volume 2.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/netflixbyler/686034507020763136">netflixbyler</a>:</p><blockquote><p>never in a million years did i think we would see m*leven shippers having to spew out their own long ass theories to prove that their ship is canon … oh how the tables have turned 🧍🏻</p><p><i>it’s</i> <i>karma</i> <i>for calling us delusional since 2016 the gays are doing the burying this time </i></p></blockquote>
<p>I have no ill will towards the ship in general. There&rsquo;s some obnoxious, malicious people there, but I don&rsquo;t want to characterize all of them like that.</p><p>That said, I do get a certain level of satisfaction that a straight ship has to sudden provide proof against a competing gay ship. That almost never happens. I feel like it&rsquo;s an important lesson in perspective. Now maybe some of them will understand what it&rsquo;s been like.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/who-is-chloe/686008153316507648">who-is-chloe</a>:</p><blockquote><p>thinking abt how the valentine mike sent el said i like you let’s be valentines. gay motherfucker somehow found the one valentine in the world that says like and not love </p></blockquote>
<p>You know what sort of Valentine&rsquo;s say &ldquo;like&rdquo;?</p><p>The kind you give your classmates when you&rsquo;re in elementary school.</p><p>This is an awful lot of &ldquo;detail&rdquo; for Mike not loving El the way she wants him to when he&rsquo;s probably going to magically love him that way later.</p>
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<p>I know what the interview said. That doesn&rsquo;t change the fact there&rsquo;s an awful lot of coincidence involved. </p>
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Tags: stranger things 4, byler, will byers

Post id: 686032017149788160
Date: 2022-06-03 10:11:54 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686032017149788160
Slug: ugh-when-i-made-this-i-really-wasnt-sure-if-id
Reblog key: felynuz4
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685625522210914304
Reblog name: hawkinsschoolcounselor
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685447758491041792">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="567" data-orig-width="713"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f4c32976c0589761c77bf8d840e39e06/3a2aaa17ce4b33b4-c1/s640x960/9e92f45c9caa6795788e16e1a41bb85c8ebf468d.jpg" data-orig-height="567" data-orig-width="713"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="588" data-orig-width="923"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4495bcb00c74a440f063f87d10345dd1/3a2aaa17ce4b33b4-cb/s640x960/8351e39449c64b5cd05ca393963a86fbb3b4b684.png" data-orig-height="588" data-orig-width="923"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>Ugh, when I made this, I really wasn&rsquo;t sure if I&rsquo;d be happier with the writers forgetting or the characters forgetting.</p><p>At least if the characters forgot it could have been part of Will&rsquo;s story.</p>
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Body: <p>I&rsquo;m rethinking my stance on the whole &ldquo;Max sent back to the Snowball&rdquo; thing. I still think it&rsquo;s a massive missed opportunity to use that setting for Will. I still think that it could have been a good way to show that Will&rsquo;s feelings aren&rsquo;t new, and that some part of him was hoping to dance with Mike, even if he knew it was impossible. They could have shown that it was the moment Will started to feel like he was being replaced.</p><p>However, based on the narrative we&rsquo;re getting, it can still make sense to use it with Max. At this point, as terrifying as it would still be, Max could still feel prepared should it happen again. She&rsquo;d start to remember her happiest memories so that she could break free and run to safety. </p><p>So, what if Vecna is prepared for that next time? He lets her fall into her memory of getting together with Lucas, then he twists that memory into a nightmare. If he is able to take away the only weapon they have against him, then the danger increases again.</p><p>It fits in with the theme of Vecna representing the cruel, insidious creep of depression. I still don&rsquo;t want El to just save her from it, though. Yes, friends are a vital protective factor against depression. Max would be very happy to see El again, and I do think it would help her. However, they need to have Max be the one to actually get herself out, even if she gets help. Don&rsquo;t show people with depression as helpless people who need heroes to rescue them. Show Max as struggling and needing support, but not helpless.</p><p>Maybe I&rsquo;m reading too much into my Vecna/Depression angle, but don&rsquo;t make El out to be some human antidepressant.</p>
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<p>I still don&rsquo;t know how they&rsquo;re still working on episodes, but were able to set a release date.</p><p>I was really hoping June being in between meant something.</p>
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<p>It definitely looks planned, either by him or the director, when looking at the BTS and the actual scene. However, when watching it playing out, it looks like he does it because he soon leans over to pat the agent on the back and yell about the guy coming up the stairs.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bochitoblanco/685999627292524544">bochitoblanco</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685999366655377408">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://valenschmidt.tumblr.com/post/685998821908545536/holy-fucking-shit-we-are-so-close-to-clarify">valenschmidt</a>:</p><blockquote><p>HOLY FUCKING SHIT!!!!!</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="913" data-orig-width="946"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e2bcf76f3cbe086d115d44483ce7a354/eba716230470ef8d-2b/s640x960/50c627ec556d0c613afcef48e68b70e3edb6e7e6.jpg" data-orig-height="913" data-orig-width="946"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1176" data-orig-width="1170"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d7174ebda1b8b198ea27d80c67cae18a/eba716230470ef8d-84/s640x960/c0f423223daf04d5fb3f8797e3705ce816b37fab.jpg" data-orig-height="1176" data-orig-width="1170"/></figure></div><p>WE ARE SO CLOSE</p></blockquote><p>See, here’s the thing, if we’re meant to be asking those questions, then there’s no acceptable answer other than, “yes, he’s gay.” </p><p>If we’re meant to be asking those questions, and he’s not gay, then it’s baiting. They just admitted that they’ve been leading us down this road. I’ve had patience about this mostly because, yeah, give Will the time to work through it and figure it out instead of having a 13 year old in the 80s simply accept that he’s gay.</p><p>Even if they don’t use the word, which would suck, but, yeah, it’s the 80s and it’s a hard thing for a kid bullied for being perceived as gay to say, they need to make it crystal clear. Have him tell Mike that he loves him. Have him be clear that, while, yeah, he loves Mike as a friend, it goes beyond that. He wants what El has. He’s always wanted that, even before he knew what it was. Don’t just make him sit there and smile sadly through his tears while giving up what he’s always wanted. It’s time Will stopped holding in how he feels because he feels like his feelings are worth less than those of other people’s.</p></blockquote><p>I mean for what I understood they haven&rsquo;t been using the word gay because they wanted it to be this big reveal, which honestly makes me feel weird because, he is just gay, not 001 reincarnation, I don&rsquo;t get how being gay is a big reveal, but I get it I guess. (As they are rather old straight cis ppl, obviously they would think being gay is this big WOW REVEAL, this OMG PLOT TWIST)</p><p>Hopefully once the two last episodes are out and we get &ldquo;clarity &rdquo; on it, the Duffer Brothers will stop whining and finally just use the word gay to address Will&rsquo;s sexuality even if the word won&rsquo;t be used in the show.</p></blockquote>
<p>I mean, yeah, I feel you with the whole &ldquo;what&rsquo;s the big deal&rdquo; thing. If they aren&rsquo;t going to somehow tie this into the main plot, then it&rsquo;s a very strange thing to drag on for four seasons now. Yeah, it may not have been immediately obvious, but they&rsquo;ve been hinting at Will being gay from the start.</p><p>Then there&rsquo;s the matter, of course, of whether Will has his affections returned. Most people say no, which has me asking if this show is really just one big, elaborate metaphor for all the possible heartache a gay person went through back in the day? It&rsquo;s a rather bleak message, no?</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "50c627ec556d0c613afcef48e68b70e3edb6e7e6.jpg",
 "c0f423223daf04d5fb3f8797e3705ce816b37fab.jpg"

Post id: 685999366655377408
Date: 2022-06-03 01:32:57 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685999366655377408
Slug: see-heres-the-thing-if-were-meant-to-be-asking
Reblog key: fuu4X01n
Reblog url: https://valenschmidt.tumblr.com/post/685998821908545536/holy-fucking-shit-we-are-so-close-to-clarify
Reblog name: valenschmidt
Title: 
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<p>See, here’s the thing, if we’re meant to be asking those questions, then there’s no acceptable answer other than, “yes, he’s gay.” </p><p>If we’re meant to be asking those questions, and he’s not gay, then it’s baiting. They just admitted that they’ve been leading us down this road. I’ve had patience about this mostly because, yeah, give Will the time to work through it and figure it out instead of having a 13 year old in the 80s simply accept that he’s gay.</p><p>Even if they don’t use the word, which would suck, but, yeah, it’s the 80s and it’s a hard thing for a kid bullied for being perceived as gay to say, they need to make it crystal clear. Have him tell Mike that he loves him. Have him be clear that, while, yeah, he loves Mike as a friend, it goes beyond that. He wants what El has. He’s always wanted that, even before he knew what it was. Don’t just make him sit there and smile sadly through his tears while giving up what he’s always wanted. It’s time Will stopped holding in how he feels because he feels like his feelings are worth less than those of other people’s.</p>
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Body: <p>It’s rough knowing that we come up with better ideas for relationships than we’re probably going to get. I mean, my heart tells me Mike’s monologue will be about Will, but my brain tells me it will be about El.</p><p>What I’m not sure about is whether Will is sad while it happens, fakes a smile, or isn’t even present. It’s frustrating that this is all his character has been reduced to, and he can’t even find happiness with it.</p>
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<p>“Cure” popping up a number of times is indeed suspicious.</p><p>But, come on, you couldn’t get a better screenshot of Dr. Owens? He looks like he <i>needs </i>a cure there.</p>
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<p>I think we will have officially entered baiting territory if it doesn’t become canon now. </p><p>There’s plausible deniability since Pride falls neatly between the two volumes, sure. Almost every day of marketing would fall during June. However, there’s no way that marketing people aren’t <i>very</i> aware of how Pride is celebrated. Companies love to try to milk it for everything it’s worth.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/stanger-things/685400430344372224">stanger-things</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Apparently I’m the only person who watched the airport reunion and was immediately like “oh yeah byler is DEFINITELY happening”. </p></blockquote>
<p>Oh, I had a similar feeling, but it was still very hard to watch. I think Noah really nailed Will feeling devastated, but trying to hold it all in.</p>
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Body: <p>I love El. I want El to be happy. I don’t think El needs to be dating Mike for that.</p><p>Let’s go over the score.</p><p>By the end of this season (or season 5, at the most) El will have, at least:</p><ul><li>Gained a loving family</li><li>Regained her powers</li><li>Made peace with her past, and probably her “Papa.”</li><li>Started to see herself as a person, rather than a superhero</li><li>Gets to see her friends again</li><li>Reunited with Hopper, or at least learned he’s alive and out there</li></ul><p>Are we really going to say El couldn’t be happy without Mike? She’s going to have a ton to be happy about, even if the Hopper reunion doesn’t quite make it into this season.</p><p>Will, however, isn’t on track to have anything close to this type of trajectory this season. Will needs something good to happen to him, or else I guess the “evil Will” theory sort of writes itself. If the best thing that happens to Will this season is that he forces a smile on his face when Mike and El say they love each other, then I’d honestly be down with Will becoming a villain. At that point, resentment would almost seem impossible to avoid.</p><p>But, you know, Mike has to end up with El, or else she’d be crushed.</p>
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Body: <p>I don’t remember the exact quote, but I believe it was stated that Mike sort of gets his head together when someone he loves is in danger this season. The average fan seems to believe this is referring to El, because of course they do. However, I assert that this would be not only redundant, but contradictory.</p><p>Mike and El went through this same sort of thing in season 3. El faced an incredible amount of danger that season. She was in almost constant peril once they started engaging with the monster. She repeated was taxed, pushed to her limits. Mike did worry about her incredibly, and, yes, he did blurt out that he loved her, though it was a statement said to others, not her. </p><p>I feel that it would be very cheap to basically run through this same scenario, only “for real this time.” I fail to see what could change now, except Will’s little pep talk. If Mike loves El, but only, for some strange reason, was unable to tell it to her, then her being in danger shouldn’t be enough to get him to wake up to being able to say it to her. </p><p>To be fair, we don’t really know what sort of love is being referred to by that statement. However, it’s certainly meant to imply a strong romantic love. Mike’s love for El, even if it is platonic, would still fall in line with his reluctance to overuse her powers in season 3. Mike no doubt still remembers El having to push her powers so hard that she pushed herself into the Upside Down when defeating the Demogorgon. He doesn’t have to love her romantically to be terrified of that happening again. </p><p>It should also come as no surprise to my followers that I think Mike coming around to the truth because Will is in danger would be a better story. Mike’s feelings for Will have been a dynamic that has been played very carefully and close to the chest. Ever since El came back in season 2, Mike has been distant and even dismissive of Will in a group setting, but much more intimate and tender when it’s just the two of them. Even then, though, Mike tends to use careful, casual language that isn’t really in line with his tone and body language. There is still something Mike is hiding, something he is holding back.</p><p>Will being in mortal danger, like he was in seasons 1 &amp; 2, might finally get Mike to accept some difficult things. I don’t think it’s a coincidence that this all changed when El arrived at the Byers house, and I also don’t think it’s a coincidence that it happened immediately after Mike spilled his heart out telling Will how much he meant to him.</p><p>Of course, watch them totally throw us through a loop and have the person Mike loves end up being Nancy.</p>
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<p>I mean, set photos tell me that Nancy survives until one particular plot point we haven’t seen, at least, but we don’t exactly know when that happens. </p>
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<p>Trying not to read into the fact that he using the phrase &ldquo;beyond a <b>cure</b>.&rdquo;</p>
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<p>I&rsquo;m not crazy about them posting this particular scene. It&rsquo;s only indirectly about them, after all.</p><p>Still, it&rsquo;s nice to see them post something like this during Pride, even if it&rsquo;s just a coincidence.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://beansbutinteract.tumblr.com/post/685946530920824832/people-thinking-were-weird-because-we-want-will">beansbutinteract</a>:</p><blockquote><p>people thinking we’re weird because we want will to get vecna’d </p><p>this is literally the only way we can give our little guy screen time.</p><p> No trauma? Then you get put on the sidelines</p><p>Get possessed by a 50 year old guy from spider dimension and float up in the air? That’s the real content right there</p></blockquote>
<p>Seriously. It&rsquo;s not about us wanting something terrible to happen to Will. It would just be a good way to address his feelings and trauma since he&rsquo;s always <b><i>burying his own issues in order to focus on helping others.</i></b></p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://clericbyers.tumblr.com/post/685947016351744000/so-many-thoughts-about-mike-seeing-el-with-her">clericbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>So many thoughts about Mike seeing El with her head shaved again, like is seeing her next to Will gonna unlock something in his head? Are the writers going to show us solid proof that Mike’s infatuation with her began from yes, her powers and ability to find and save Will, but from her androgynous looks that had many believing her to be a <i>boy</i> in the first place?</p></blockquote>
<p>I don&rsquo;t think it even occurred to me that this will be the first time he&rsquo;s seen her with short hair in about two and a half years. I do wonder if that will factor into things somehow.</p>
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Body: <p>I was rewatching the shootout at the Byers house. </p><p>I&rsquo;m only now noticing that Will was the only one to keep his bag with him. Mike and Jonathan left theirs behind after the gunfire started, but Will&rsquo;s was already on his back. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://izzymeadows.tumblr.com/post/685944646318391296/el-getting-her-powers-back-to-still-be-human-and">izzymeadows</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685943598936735744">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://clarkegriffins.tumblr.com/post/685941967576760320/no-bc-i-was-on-twitter-and-i-saw-this-and-now-i">clarkegriffins</a>:</p><blockquote><p>no bc i was on twitter and i saw this and now i have depression, seriously i was so worried about will, and will dying that i didnt even think about mike&hellip;&hellip;.his monologue&hellip;&hellip;&hellip;.HES NOT DYING, NOT ON MY WATCH</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1448" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/529b97d4af00eef9a7b2dd0917ac51da/e233466a8f245a66-8e/s640x960/218b3ca6dc1b140a6f438281ec57b626d30d6f93.jpg" data-orig-height="1448" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div></blockquote><p>Mike&rsquo;s character died in the season 3 D&amp;D game, too, right along with Lucas&rsquo;. I wouldn&rsquo;t worry.</p><p>Going to 0 HP isn&rsquo;t instant death in D&amp;D. The players would be reacting far more severely if that were the case. Resurrection spells exist, but are extremely costly.</p><p>Focus more on the fact that the show had Dustin fail to beat Vecna with an 11. The idea that El won&rsquo;t be able to do it this time, at least by herself, leaving them to find another way to win, is <i>very</i> interesting.</p></blockquote><p>El getting her powers back to still be human and fail alone would be a way more powerful story than having her save the day by herself as always imo.</p><p>It would be also another way to go back to the beginning, to season 1, when this wasn&rsquo;t &ldquo;El&rsquo;s show&rdquo; and the whole ensemble cast was essential to solve the plot. Just saying.</p></blockquote>
<p>I&rsquo;d argue that El getting her powers back, but being human, isn&rsquo;t just important to the story, but to her own character development.</p><p>She went there seeking to become a superhero again, because she saw herself as a monster. This is part of why she thinks Mike doesn&rsquo;t love her, and we see that in her responses to Mike&rsquo;s reactions when she hit Angela. &ldquo;El, what did you do?&rdquo; &ldquo;She didn&rsquo;t look fine.&rdquo; </p><p>Brenner had to tell her that she&rsquo;s not a superhero, or a monster for that matter. He basically tells her to stop thinking in such black and white terms. She&rsquo;s a person, and she had to start thinking of herself as such. </p><p>If she came back and tried to be the superhero again, I feel like it would be a step back for her. It doesn&rsquo;t have to make her weak, because she isn&rsquo;t, but it should mean that she isn&rsquo;t a one-woman army anymore. Her returning and defeating Vecna on her own would seem to defeat the whole point of that Monster or Superhero message.</p>
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<p>Mike&rsquo;s character died in the season 3 D&amp;D game, too, right along with Lucas&rsquo;. I wouldn&rsquo;t worry.</p><p>Going to 0 HP isn&rsquo;t instant death in D&amp;D. The players would be reacting far more severely if that were the case. Resurrection spells exist, but are extremely costly.</p><p>Focus more on the fact that the show had Dustin fail to beat Vecna with an 11. The idea that El won&rsquo;t be able to do it this time, at least by herself, leaving them to find another way to win, is <i>very</i> interesting.</p>
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Body: <p>Anytime I start thinking about how Will might end up showing Mike the painting, I&rsquo;m struck with the intrusive and painful possibility that he doesn&rsquo;t. Maybe it gets destroyed before he can, or maybe he sees Mike and El together and decides not to. I don&rsquo;t know, but the way Finn was talking about Mike&rsquo;s reaction in uncertain terms, as if he doesn&rsquo;t know for sure already, has me worried.</p><p>I imagine the audience will get to see it. They went to too much trouble to show us Will painting it, and then we saw Will bring it to the airport and lose his nerve, then we saw him shove it into his backpack after Mike talked to him for real. Something is happening with it.</p><p>I can foresee a scenario, though, where Will ends up unable or unwilling to show it to Mike. Instead, we flash back to Will&rsquo;s room on his birthday, March 22. We hear El call for Will to hurry up because they have to pick up Mike. An excited, but nervous, looking Will is looking at his easel. He&rsquo;s almost bouncing as the camera pans around to show what he&rsquo;s looking at. He gets a determined look in his eye before grabbing it and rolling it up. And that&rsquo;s how fans see. That&rsquo;s how fans know.</p><p>I mean, this would be in alignment with all of this &ldquo;up to interpretation&rdquo; garbage in that Will would never actually reveal how he feels. It would also to along with the idea that Finn doesn&rsquo;t know for sure how Mike would react. It would just really suck because it would just be dragging out this already slowly building storyline for another 2-3 years. </p><p>I&rsquo;m hoping this isn&rsquo;t the case. That the way they&rsquo;re answered questions about this is just to keep fans guessing. I still can&rsquo;t help but consider the possibility, though.</p>
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<p>Only we&rsquo;re apparently supposed to believe Mike magically un-Ted&rsquo;s himself just in time to save his relationship. Like that would be good TV.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/685935667244597248/wait-who-made-that-post-about-mike-wheelers">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p>WAIT who made that post about Mike Wheeler’s clothes / vulnerability in S4? I wanna talk to you about <a href="https://aspynnn.tumblr.com/post/685916841612328960/im-just-gonna-leave-this-here">this scene</a> because oh my <i>god </i>the<i> implications</i></p></blockquote>
<p>You talking about this?</p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/685778717460594688/i-know-i-said-id-take-a-break-from-posting-but">https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/685778717460594688/i-know-i-said-id-take-a-break-from-posting-but</a></p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685908275708985345">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://sailingsnow.tumblr.com/post/685906618095894528/possible-stranger-things-spoiler-read-at-own">sailingsnow</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>POSSIBLE STRANGER THINGS SPOILER! Read at own risk.</h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1237" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/46e07b870e39d01fcd4d395e9818fa8f/5d52271f3d92d19a-4d/s640x960/a3a8cc6cadd600c23a7e0022d8dfdf352fccf9f2.jpg" data-orig-height="1237" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>Ok so Noah posted this behind the scene set photo and to me it looks like Mike and Jonathan are lying on someone who is in on a strecher and this someone is wearing beige pants in a pretty clinical looking room..</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1327" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d51aee373416f8e6d8ed8ba11d57c849/5d52271f3d92d19a-1d/s640x960/4088d6cb54bdbe48e4cb076316cd7479b00d3660.jpg" data-orig-height="1327" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>El and Noah are wearing both pretty similar pants in this video. So, who is that and why des it Look like that someone just died and they&rsquo;re now mourning their loss?? HELP ANY THEORIES?</p></blockquote><p>If we’re going purely by what appear to possibly be white pants, then it’s El.</p><p>Because, you know, of course it is.</p><p>Why would only Mike and Jonathan be draped over her, though?</p><p>Honestly, I don’t know why they’d let this photo get out.</p></blockquote>
<p>For what it’s worth, they appear to be in a commercial kitchen. The big sacks on the shelves on the left say Panhandle Milling, so they are flour sacks, and there is what may be a commercial mixing bowl up top.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://olivia-at-the-end-of-the-lane.tumblr.com/post/685908030872764416/remember-in-ep-3-of-st4-when-the-military-invades" class="tumblr_blog">olivia-at-the-end-of-the-lane</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Remember in ep 3 of ST4 when the military invades Dr. Owns’ house and they take a box from a closet and Mrs. Owens says “don’t take that box, those are Peter’s old school projects!”</p><p>Does this mean Owens and his wife took Peter/Henry in? Did they send him to school instead of raising him in the lab like they did with 11 and the other kids?? Does this play into Owens warning El about a war coming? </p><p>I’m so curious – theories??????</p></blockquote>
<p>I have thought about that. It might just be a red herring, though.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willbyler-gay.tumblr.com/post/685908013187497984/does-anybody-know-how-to-solve-the-new-hells">willbyler-gay</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Does ANYBODY know how to solve the new Hells Master puzzle I NEED IT PLEASE</p></blockquote>
<p>It has to do with the missing colors of the objects next to the signs. I’m pretty sure that tells you which color pegs to use.</p><p>I’m just not able to get it right. The sign in the far back next to the box is far too small for me to make out.</p>
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<p>If we’re going purely by what appear to possibly be white pants, then it’s El.</p><p>Because, you know, of course it is.</p><p>Why would only Mike and Jonathan be draped over her, though?</p><p>Honestly, I don’t know why they’d let this photo get out.</p>
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Body: <p>Sigh, another LiteBrite.</p><p>I cannot figure this out, largely due to the fact that I can’t tell what that one in the far back says.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="788" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7bde268b615488942f639a9e6af6ad09/f63c83f4885fb2b8-3c/s540x810/6f5a6b905c9f599f0f0e4aa22fa80a32e5230fee.png" data-orig-height="788" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/willthewise7/685900076085870592">willthewise7</a>:</p><blockquote><p>So according to Shawn Levy the final two episodes are still in production so I’m guessing in terms of effects and finishing touches. I understand how some can get leaks but like things like the monologue and cliffhanger would not leak as they would keep close tabs on this and they make sure to film carefully. This is why I think we should ignore leaks about major plot points for volume 2. Smaller points are likely to be leaked due to filming locations and people near filming (or knowing stand ins) on set but actual major plot points like the monologue aren’t likely to be leaked accurately. </p></blockquote>
<p>I’m sorry, but what is the difference of one month if they are still working on volume 2? If it were really that close to being completed, there would be no reason to just make sure everything is finished first. If I’m to believe they were still working on volume 2 as of yesterday (when the interview hit, I believe), then they would really be taking a chance on getting it done in time.</p><p>Never mind the fact that the whole Pride Month symbolism would go out the door. That was probably too much to hope for, anyway.</p><p>As for the leaks, well, I wish I could say this changes anything. Unfortunately, people still somehow managed to get significant leaks for season 1 during production. Part of me wonders how much of it was the result of all of the merchandising. A lot of information probably had to be shared early on to get that stuff made in time.</p>
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<p>This is why I have trouble believing Jonathan simply forgot Will’s birthday. The guy clearly isn’t too stoned to know what day it is. He knew this was a problem when he saw it, and knew it again when the kids were dropped off at the roller rink. </p><p>If Will’s birthday is eventually acknowledged, then the writers better have a good explanation for why nobody said anything.</p>
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Body: <p>Imagine Will fully in a Trance. He hears the music, and he’s remembering his happiest memories, but it’s just not enough. Vecna is more careful this time after what happened with Max. Will is about to run out of strength, but then&hellip;</p><p><b><i>Do you remember the first day that we met?</i></b></p><p>Except, instead of Will remembering the night in the shed, the scene cuts to the actual day Mike and Will met.</p>
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<p>That would be amazing in that it could represent both Will’s sexuality and his potential powers, if they’re going that way with him.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/liminal-s0ul/685866195176636416">liminal-s0ul</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685865609058205696">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/liminal-s0ul/685863601580523520">liminal-s0ul</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685863263555174400">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/liminal-s0ul/685861493605089280">liminal-s0ul</a>:</p><blockquote><p>ST4 brain rot </p><p>I think <i>WHY </i>each victim was picked was bc they did something “bad” eg drugs, letting someone die, hit and run, and 001 also confessed to it (why he killed his mom and sister then pinned it on his dad), but what makes a “bad” person, does buying drugs (weed) make you a bad person? </p><p>And what makes me question this was max and Chrissy’s flash backs. Billy’s death wasn’t max’s fault and Chrissy’s mom was just abusive when everyone else’s was tied to letting someone die. I also don’t fully get <i>WHY</i> they picked 001 to be Vecna, maybe I just didn’t pick up on it but that was so random. I get the upside down is bc of the lab and 001 is the og, but WHY. </p><p>Ok so on to will and byler, will is so down bad that he’ll let Mike be an asshole to him for no reason. I hope the painting confirms that will is queer, or something like that, and Mike will fix his shit then we’ll get byler. </p><p>Now on to random things I picked up on, Nancy is asexual, Eddie is queer and a hard dom, robin is autistic, and Steve is bi. </p><p>This was very long and prolly didn’t make much sense but my brain is pinging all over the place</p><p>Thank you for coming to my Ted talk</p></blockquote><p>I don&rsquo;t think it has to do with them having done anything bad. Vecna is preying upon them by exploring their traumas. Chrissy isn&rsquo;t punished for drugs. She was just trying to use them as an unhealthy coping mechanism.</p><p>Chrissy had body image issues and an eating disorder, possibly resulting from emotional abuse from her mother. The vision of her dad with no eyes and a sealed mouth suggest that he knew but didn&rsquo;t do anything to help.</p><p>Fred had severe guilt from a car accident he caused that resulted in a fatality.</p><p>Patrick was being abused by his father.</p><p>Max felt that she ruined the lives of everyone around her, and she felt guilty for not being as sad about Billy&rsquo;s death as she thought she was supposed to be.</p><p>These things aren&rsquo;t what they&rsquo;re being punished for, but Vecna exploits it all, amplifying their trauma until they&rsquo;re too weak to fight anymore. </p><p>It takes Max remembering her friends, especially Lucas, and how much they care about her. Positive social relationships are protective factors against depression and suicidal ideation. I think it suggests that the writers were intending to use Vecna to illustrate how otherwise &ldquo;normal&rdquo; people could be so tormented inside that they eventually give in to their despair.</p><p>The fact that Will seems to be setting up to get Tranced is horrific if you consider the whole thing an analogy to deep, long running trauma. </p></blockquote><p><i>*chefs kiss*</i></p><p>You really hit the nail on the head</p><p>(Gonna add on) </p><p>I can see it both ways </p><p>The trauma and the “bad” people one </p><p>So many things can be seen double sided in ST, have a few meanings </p><p>People like to punish “bad” (often traumatized) people for having symptoms of trauma/ED’s/PTSD/abuse etc </p><p>Vecna could be the people/system that punish traumatized people unfairly. Actual murders don’t get as much jail time as people who buy drugs (that’s it’s own rant but back to the topic on hand) </p><p>The world unfairly affects traumatized people, we are seen as “bad” people that need to be treated or die, we aren’t given the help we clearly need. </p><p>The school therapist also is prolly supposed to be the “help” traumatized people get, when a lot of the time… it doesn’t help. </p><p>Ok I’m done for now</p></blockquote><p>Good addition.</p><p>I will say that, as a school counselor myself, Ms. Kelly is out of her league in handling these issues on her own. She should be part of her students&rsquo; supports, yes, but her work is no replacement for formal therapy and/or social systems adjustments. Unfortunately, it&rsquo;s a real thing that a school counselor finds him or herself having to try to do their best when more comprehensive help is unavailable or otherwise not implemented.</p></blockquote><p>Very true </p><p>It’s also hard for traumatized people to get help because they might be scared like in Chrissy’s and Patrick’s case with abusive parents and max is scared to seem weak for <i>needing help when she watched her brother <b>die </b></i></p><p>this all seems like a massive case of how we as a society treat people with trauma, we treat them as monsters, bad people, people that need to be locked up (ala victor creel) </p><p>And another note, will El going back to the lab prolly stands for being forced to face your abusers, which can be even more traumatizing </p></blockquote>
<p>I think El&rsquo;s return to the Lab and the memory experiments is more about her addressing her trauma rather than trying to bury it. It was starting to affect her physically and emotionally, which may have been what Kali&rsquo;s illusionary Brenner was trying to tell El in season 2. </p><p>That&rsquo;s my take, anyway. </p>
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<p>Good addition.</p><p>I will say that, as a school counselor myself, Ms. Kelly is out of her league in handling these issues on her own. She should be part of her students&rsquo; supports, yes, but her work is no replacement for formal therapy and/or social systems adjustments. Unfortunately, it&rsquo;s a real thing that a school counselor finds him or herself having to try to do their best when more comprehensive help is unavailable or otherwise not implemented.</p>
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<p>I don&rsquo;t think it has to do with them having done anything bad. Vecna is preying upon them by exploring their traumas. Chrissy isn&rsquo;t punished for drugs. She was just trying to use them as an unhealthy coping mechanism.</p><p>Chrissy had body image issues and an eating disorder, possibly resulting from emotional abuse from her mother. The vision of her dad with no eyes and a sealed mouth suggest that he knew but didn&rsquo;t do anything to help.</p><p>Fred had severe guilt from a car accident he caused that resulted in a fatality.</p><p>Patrick was being abused by his father.</p><p>Max felt that she ruined the lives of everyone around her, and she felt guilty for not being as sad about Billy&rsquo;s death as she thought she was supposed to be.</p><p>These things aren&rsquo;t what they&rsquo;re being punished for, but Vecna exploits it all, amplifying their trauma until they&rsquo;re too weak to fight anymore. </p><p>It takes Max remembering her friends, especially Lucas, and how much they care about her. Positive social relationships are protective factors against depression and suicidal ideation. I think it suggests that the writers were intending to use Vecna to illustrate how otherwise &ldquo;normal&rdquo; people could be so tormented inside that they eventually give in to their despair.</p><p>The fact that Will seems to be setting up to get Tranced is horrific if you consider the whole thing an analogy to deep, long running trauma. </p>
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<p>This was definitely a coded conversation. As much as Mike was finally being open with Will, he was still holding back from saying what he really meant. It&rsquo;s just like his farewell scene with Will in season 3.</p>
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<p>I mean, I would expect Vecna to just yeet (do kids still say that?) El out of there before she could see too much. Still, I see what you mean.</p><p>It does present the opportunity for a touching sibling moment where a nervous, terrified Will is pulled into a big hug by El. </p>
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<p>Hail to our King.</p>
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<blockquote><p>For anyone who still cares, the second iamhellsmaster.com countdown comes to an end at 8pm ET tomorrow.</p></blockquote>


<p>holy shit I didn’t even remember that. im curious to see what it is. hopefully it’s something interesting </p></blockquote>
<p>It’ll be June 1st and the countdown features the rainbow room as a background, but watch there be absolutely nothing gay about it.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/685813552288841728">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/685765931076616192">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>There&rsquo;s a project that I&rsquo;m really excited about called Kaimerra Graffiti. I think it could be a really great tool for fans who love sharing their ideas about their favorite shows and commenting on details in any kind of online video content.</p><p>You can watch a little video about it <a href="https://href.li/?https://youtu.be/XLuRYHvlHq0">at this link.</a></p><p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://href.li/?https://youtu.be/XLuRYHvlHq0","display_url":"https://href.li/?https://youtu.be/XLuRYHvlHq0","title":"Introducing: Kaimerra Graffiti!","description":"Kaimerra Graffiti is a browser extension that lets you make your mark on the web anywhere, anytime. Add notes, highlights, and reactions to ","site_name":"YouTube","poster":[{"media_key":"a70da391e1b07a5bcbd6c8e1fd8fdb85:5313f6d69e5ebc24-65","type":"image/jpeg","width":1280,"height":720}]}'><a href="https://href.li/?https://youtu.be/XLuRYHvlHq0" target="_blank">Introducing: Kaimerra Graffiti!</a></p><p>If anyone is interested, you can join their Discord channel and give them some feedback and let them know if you&rsquo;d like to have early access. Links to their Discord and social media are in the video description <a href="https://href.li/?https://youtu.be/XLuRYHvlHq0">here at this link.</a> They have a Tumblr too: <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M5do7fOHpUQKsYrPM4yIDmg">@kaimerra-hq</a> </p></blockquote><p>This is going to be such a great tool for sharing <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/679302496982859776/and-theres-a-butterfly-on-the-fabric-hanging-from">all the butterflies</a> throughout the whole series with you all. </p><p>I&rsquo;ll just circle them directly in Netflix 🦋 and if you turn on your own Kaimerra browser app while watching you&rsquo;ll see them too.</p></blockquote>
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<p>You know what&hellip;</p><p>That could very well be true.</p><p>Between that, Will himself not reaching out much (which is why Mike told him he should have reached out more), and El telling him that Will was painting something for a girl?</p><p>Mike probably thought Will found another Party.</p><p>This makes the potential for “Let’s make a new party, you and me” all the more impactful should it really happen.</p>
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<p>Yes, this particular photo is from them goofing around, not from an actual shoot. However, he’s wearing the outfit Will would be wearing two days later.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/shreya11111/685809046282993664">shreya11111</a>:</p><blockquote><p>one of the questions <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> answered is freaking me out a bit. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="946"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8a984dde34cbc4a687a41f25e4ff95c5/cd3d011aeeac2391-9e/s640x960/7b0c080c68543b0d75a32ad25014ff5d3b9cba51.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="946"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9ddacc1d303a5fda9531d0f906107780/cd3d011aeeac2391-50/s640x960/5421ab6ba85efbba67bd447e12e3fe56853f496b.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p>in the question HSC got, the person had said that will touches his neck in the same spot where 001’s suppressor is and OMG based on the video that <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MVD86ki24a13XYSHESl-oEg">@strangerthingstv</a> posted on instagram, it looks like they may be right. i mean, i know will said in the past that he described the feeling he got whenever he sensed the mindflayer as a ‘feeling at the base of his neck’ but i think it’s interesting to think about if will had some sort of power dampener/suppressor. </p><p>but, then again, if will does have powers it’s very likely he went through some sort of traumatic event that is dampening his powers/caused them to disappear (just like what happened to el). i really hope they explore this in volume 2 because there are so many questions that are still unanswered about will’s role in all of this. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://byersenthusiast-deactivated2022.tumblr.com/post/685791095441047552">byersenthusiast-deactivated2022</a>:</p><blockquote><p>so jamie campbell bower made a whole weird character map on his wall with will byers right smack in the middle and the other characters surrounding him to try and figure out vecna and his character and to piece together the story and when he showed pictures of this map to the duffers, their first question was &ldquo;have you been given the scripts??&rdquo; because what jamie did was just &ldquo;perfect&rdquo; and &ldquo;spot on&rdquo;&hellip;i&rsquo;m literally going to throw up. why was will in the middle?? why did the duffers say it was spot on?? WILL GET BEHIND ME, BABY.</p></blockquote>
<p>Vecna couldn&rsquo;t be beaten by Dustin&rsquo;s 11, but needed Erica&rsquo;s Natural 20.</p><p>This season may have killed Will being 012.</p><p>But maybe he becomes 020.</p>
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<p>*hysterical laughter*</p><p>Is it really happening?</p><p>I can&rsquo;t last for a month or this. I really can&rsquo;t.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/mikewheelerdoesntkissgirlies/685787165984210944">mikewheelerdoesntkissgirlies</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685786915196338176">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/azaleadynasty/685786633973415936">azaleadynasty</a>:</p><blockquote><p>//MINOR ST4 SPOILERS  vvv</p><p><br/></p><p>So, the Duffers have explained to us how Will controlled the lights, but have yet to do us the favour of explaining to us how he temporarily opened an almost-portal and communicated with Joyce. Unless I’m forgetting where &amp; when they told us, I NEED to know the backstory behind him being able to do THAT. </p><p>*Also I’m not buying the whole magic fairy dust in the UD being the way Will turned the lights on &amp; off, mostly because he would be too short to reach the top of the x-mas lights Joyce put up, even with the couch there, he still wouldn’t have been able to reach,, I can’t be the only who thinks this right????</p></blockquote><p>For that matter, how did Will know that the letters were on the wall? It the Upside Down was frozen on November 6, 1983 because that&rsquo;s when El opened the Gate, as people claim, then it should be frozen in that moment.</p><p>The letters don&rsquo;t get added to the wall until later. This whole &ldquo;fairy dust&rdquo; thing explains how he might know he could interact with the lights, but it doesn&rsquo;t explain how he knew what the individual lights meant.</p><p>There&rsquo;s either something fishy going on here, or they just are making stuff up as they go.</p></blockquote><p>Also, in the UD you need to have a light to use those particles. And as far as I know, will had nothing with him apart from the gun when he was taken into the UD. </p></blockquote>
<p>Yeah, none of this fits together when considering what we currently know.</p><p>There&rsquo;s either more to it, or they just have a massive plot hole here.</p>
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<p>A team. Friends. Best friends.</p><p>Why are we being so careful with our descriptors, Michael? </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/azaleadynasty/685786633973415936">azaleadynasty</a>:</p><blockquote><p>//MINOR ST4 SPOILERS  vvv</p><p><br/></p><p>So, the Duffers have explained to us how Will controlled the lights, but have yet to do us the favour of explaining to us how he temporarily opened an almost-portal and communicated with Joyce. Unless I’m forgetting where &amp; when they told us, I NEED to know the backstory behind him being able to do THAT. </p><p>*Also I’m not buying the whole magic fairy dust in the UD being the way Will turned the lights on &amp; off, mostly because he would be too short to reach the top of the x-mas lights Joyce put up, even with the couch there, he still wouldn’t have been able to reach,, I can’t be the only who thinks this right????</p></blockquote>
<p>For that matter, how did Will know that the letters were on the wall? It the Upside Down was frozen on November 6, 1983 because that&rsquo;s when El opened the Gate, as people claim, then it should be frozen in that moment.</p><p>The letters don&rsquo;t get added to the wall until later. This whole &ldquo;fairy dust&rdquo; thing explains how he might know he could interact with the lights, but it doesn&rsquo;t explain how he knew what the individual lights meant.</p><p>There&rsquo;s either something fishy going on here, or they just are making stuff up as they go.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685784947456376832">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MJY7Law7uQk1hj1uciw-Mfg">@shreya11111</a> reminded me that Stranger Writers made a tweet once that simply said one word: yes, when asked for a spoiler.</p><p>That gave me this little warm and fuzzy idea for when Mike sees the painting:</p><p>&ldquo;Will, this is amazing, but&hellip;what are you trying to say exactly?&rdquo;</p><p>&ldquo;I guess what I&rsquo;m trying to say is&hellip; Let&rsquo;s start a new party, you and me?&rdquo;</p><p>&ldquo;&hellip;Yes.&rdquo;</p><p>I suppose no matter how hard people try to rain on our parade, we understand how much Will and Mike deserve each other to still come up with the ideas that the writers may cower away from.</p></blockquote>
<p>Addendum:</p><p>Will: (shocked) You&hellip;.you said yes.</p><p>Mike: (bashful, but smiling) I said yes! </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MJY7Law7uQk1hj1uciw-Mfg">@shreya11111</a> reminded me that Stranger Writers made a tweet once that simply said one word: yes, when asked for a spoiler.</p><p>That gave me this little warm and fuzzy idea for when Mike sees the painting:</p><p>&ldquo;Will, this is amazing, but&hellip;what are you trying to say exactly?&rdquo;</p><p>&ldquo;I guess what I&rsquo;m trying to say is&hellip; Let&rsquo;s start a new party, you and me?&rdquo;</p><p>&ldquo;&hellip;Yes.&rdquo;</p><p>I suppose no matter how hard people try to rain on our parade, we understand how much Will and Mike deserve each other to still come up with the ideas that the writers may cower away from.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685784050068324352">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/mango-gun/685781609768697856">mango-gun</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Based on the outfit, Vecna got Will &amp; showed visions about roller rink because it was his birthday and no one remembered? I think it kinda makes sense tho&hellip;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="457" data-orig-width="664"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/05c00f60ad490d97344c3aeeca49a04a/8312bb70e70cc874-42/s640x960/e94b33dd0940fad3a12bb4ed6a00d050c29be65b.jpg" data-orig-height="457" data-orig-width="664"/></figure></div><p>But I&rsquo;m not a fan of Vecna getting Will. He has been through a lot. No more fucking time😭</p></blockquote><p>Pretty sure they&rsquo;re just messing around. He has his phone in his back pocket.</p></blockquote>
<p>Nevermind, I take that back. Will was wearing the blue flannel shirt that day, not the yellowish one. </p><p>Huh&hellip; Thanks to those who pointed that out.</p><p>Ok, the game may yet be afoot, after all.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/mango-gun/685781609768697856">mango-gun</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Based on the outfit, Vecna got Will &amp; showed visions about roller rink because it was his birthday and no one remembered? I think it kinda makes sense tho&hellip;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="457" data-orig-width="664"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/05c00f60ad490d97344c3aeeca49a04a/8312bb70e70cc874-42/s640x960/e94b33dd0940fad3a12bb4ed6a00d050c29be65b.jpg" data-orig-height="457" data-orig-width="664"/></figure></div><p>But I&rsquo;m not a fan of Vecna getting Will. He has been through a lot. No more fucking time😭</p></blockquote>
<p>Pretty sure they&rsquo;re just messing around. He has his phone in his back pocket.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/just-an-animatronic-bunny/685783327938166784">just-an-animatronic-bunny</a>:</p><blockquote><p>so excited for the painting el thinks is for a girl he likes that he carried around whenever he was with mike &lt;3</p></blockquote>
<p>You know, I do wonder whether El finds out who it&rsquo;s really for, and, it so, how she reacts to that revelation. Would she put the pieces together and realize that she was half right?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/demigirljoycebyers/685763638525640704">demigirljoycebyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>youre telling me max can write a letter to billy, who was awful to her but families are complicated, and sign it &ldquo;love, your shitty little sister max&rdquo; but mike cant even sign his letters to his literal girlfriend, who has told him she loves him, &ldquo;love, mike&rdquo; and you except me to think something isnt going on there</p></blockquote>
<p>I hadn&rsquo;t thought of that, but it&rsquo;s true. </p><p>I also want to address something brought up in the Comments.</p><p>Steve and Nancy&hellip;</p><p>If they get back together, it would be a horrible message to send. They both had good reason to end it, and they never even talked about it. Nancy showed up with Jonathan one day, and Steve just sort of accepted it.</p><p>The entire setup to their relationship this season is based on them having unresolved issues because of how their relationship ended. It would look terrible if they ended up back together. Steve would end up back with a woman who called their love bullshit, and Nancy would essentially doing the same thing to Jonathan that she did with Steve, get with a new guy without officially breaking it off with the old guy.</p><p>For whatever reason, they are teasing it, but it would be a better outcome for them both if they mutually agreed to be friends.</p>
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Body: <p>I know I said I&rsquo;d take a break from posting, but, you know, I&rsquo;m just an idiot who doesn&rsquo;t know when to quit.</p><p>I was thinking about how completely inconsistent Mike is. I mean, how inconsistent he is in every conceivable way. Pretty much every other character seems more or less consistent throughout the season, with the exception of maybe El specifically in episode 2. </p><p>His behavior is all over the place depending on what&rsquo;s happening. His wardrobe is very different each day. His level of openness changes.</p><p>Then I realized this is all connected. We don&rsquo;t know how Mike usually dresses, but we get a hint from Eddie.</p><p>&ldquo;Mike, you were wearing whatever shit your mommy bought you from the Gap.&rdquo;</p><p>The implication being they he doesn&rsquo;t anymore.</p><p>We do see him wearing a Hellfire t-shirt in episode one. This is also where he seems the most comfortable, even agreeing with Dustin that they <i>are</i> &ldquo;nerds and freaks.&rdquo;</p><p>The he goes to California, and he&rsquo;s wearing a ridiculous outfit that is so not him. His behavior is odd. Forced and exaggerated. He&rsquo;s wearing a disguise, in both clothing and behavior. Argyle calls him out on it, noting that it&rsquo;s a cheap knockoff. He&rsquo;s playing a part because he feels like this is what is expected, and his acting is as ridiculous and exaggerated as his outfit. </p><p>The next day he is wearing a long sleeve flannel shirt. It&rsquo;s quite a change from what he wore the day before. It&rsquo;s heavier and more concealing. This is the day where he&rsquo;s evasive with El regarding how he feels. He&rsquo;s defensive, reacting to El instead of trying to actually address the problem. His outfit is armor, representing how closed off he is. He&rsquo;s keeping her away from whatever it is he&rsquo;s hiding. Even when he talks to Will, it&rsquo;s still very guarded and vague.</p><p>Next he&rsquo;s wearing a more Mike Wheeler-ish blue shirt. It&rsquo;s still fairly concealing, though. He has a moment with Will, but he still seems to be holding back. But you still see a glimpse of the old Mike. Later, he has the shirt off, revealing a plain white Tshirt underneath. He&rsquo;s bare, exposed, and he talks much more openly with Will about what happened. Will&rsquo;s words are met with a sort of sad acceptance of some big truth. There is no big reaction. No defensiveness. His armor is off, and the words hit home. I do think it&rsquo;s significant that it&rsquo;s with Will that he&rsquo;s willing to do this with. It&rsquo;s always been Will who he&rsquo;s been most willing to be vulnerable with.</p><p>Finn had said that this season is about Mike learning more about himself. I think that is what is happening. It&rsquo;s just being done in a not-so-obvious way. We just have no way of knowing where it&rsquo;s going or how it will end for him.</p><p>With the recent comments from Shawn Levy about how intentionally characters are built and developed, I couldn&rsquo;t help but feel there must be a reason for Mike&rsquo;s wildly all over the place wardrobe. </p><p>Let me know if I&rsquo;m totally crazy in my interpretation here.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://alliesway.tumblr.com/post/685764463840952320/am-i-the-only-one-who-considers-will-as-the-main">alliesway</a>:</p><blockquote><p>am I the only one who considers will as the main character ? </p><p>it may seem weird because of his screen time (i&rsquo;m looking at you the duffers bros) but i mean&hellip; everything started because of him. </p><p>and almost every thing that happens in this show is somehow related to him.</p><p>i&rsquo;ve always been confused about how everyone thinks it&rsquo;s eleven. even though technically she is but, you know&hellip; </p><p>for me will has always been the main character.</p></blockquote>
<p>I originally saw it as the show being <i>about</i> Will, but he wasn&rsquo;t the main character. I saw Mike as the main character, as he tended to get the focus (at least among the younger characters) from a POV standpoint. </p><p>That all changed for me in season 3, though. Will&rsquo;s character has become less and less connected to the main story, his screentime has become more and more of a &ldquo;few and far between&rdquo; situation, and he&rsquo;s become more one-dimensional, being only about his feelings for Mike.</p><p>I used to say that it would be worth it as long as it led to something, but it&rsquo;s been 15 straight episodes of this by now. I&rsquo;d like to be wrong, but it will take a big surprise in the final two episodes to change this, in my opinion.</p>
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Body: <p>It&rsquo;s fair to say that I got a bit emotional last night. I feel like I had a right to be, but I also have to keep in mind the impact the impact it can have on my readers. </p><p>What happened last night tapped into a raw nerve, a deep insecurity, and I found myself filling with rage, a rage with nothing direct it at. Sometimes a counselor needs a counselor, but it&rsquo;s unfair of me to use you all as an outlet for my emotions. For that, I sincerely apologize.</p><p>I think I might take a little break from posting. At least for today, then I&rsquo;ll see where I&rsquo;m at. I&rsquo;ll still be around, though.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685730508871778304">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>If I wasn&rsquo;t so annoyed, I&rsquo;d be amused.</p><p>In a matter of a couple of hours, we got a potentially real leak that Mike&rsquo;s monologue is telling El he loves her, a real interview where Noah and Mille are all &ldquo;Don&rsquo;t Say Gay,&rdquo; and a fake interview that appeared to disprove the potentially real leak.</p><p>Good God, what have I got myself into by getting in deep with a fandom?</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="278" data-orig-width="498"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/41d0231f7bdfff327dbae7b4d2f86785/12b4fe602c83b8a4-48/s640x960/89ab50a56450a89b75c16274d1085db0fbd2ce82.gif" data-orig-height="278" data-orig-width="498"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>Nobody can find it, plus there was a misspelling at the bottom. New instead of knew.</p>
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Body: <p>If I wasn&rsquo;t so annoyed, I&rsquo;d be amused.</p><p>In a matter of a couple of hours, we got a potentially real leak that Mike&rsquo;s monologue is telling El he loves her, a real interview where Noah and Mille are all &ldquo;Don&rsquo;t Say Gay,&rdquo; and a fake interview that appeared to disprove the potentially real leak.</p><p>Good God, what have I got myself into by getting in deep with a fandom?</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="278" data-orig-width="498"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/41d0231f7bdfff327dbae7b4d2f86785/12b4fe602c83b8a4-48/s640x960/89ab50a56450a89b75c16274d1085db0fbd2ce82.gif" data-orig-height="278" data-orig-width="498"/></figure></div>
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Body: <p>Well, now that I&rsquo;ve calmed down from that &ldquo;Don&rsquo;t Say Gay&rdquo; interview, I can address that &ldquo;leak&rdquo; like I was planning to do before I saw the interview.</p><p>Mike&rsquo;s monologue being to El is not a huge surprise. Yes, I had hoped it&rsquo;d be a big coming clean moment with Will, but, ever since I heard about the monologue, one of my guesses was that it would be where he comes clean to El.</p><p>Mike could very well tell El he loves her. Because he does. How could he not after all of this? He just doesn&rsquo;t love her romantically.</p><p>Thanks to his talk with Will, he&rsquo;ll have figured out &ldquo;what to say.&rdquo; He&rsquo;ll explain that everytime he&rsquo;s told her he likes her, he cares about her, or that she&rsquo;s so important to him, he was telling the truth. He just never said he loved her because it always felt like a lie. But now he realizes that what he has for her is still love.</p><p>Just not the love she wanted from him (as Finn mentioned in an interview a little while back). </p><p>By the time he had figured it out, he was already in too deep. He hated the thought of hurting her, so he kept going along with it. But it still felt too wrong to tell her he loved her. He couldn&rsquo;t steal that first time she heard &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; from her. </p><p>But liking her, caring about her&hellip;</p><p>That&rsquo;s loving her, too. It&rsquo;s the love of a friend, a brother, a true companion. Someone he wants in his life, always.</p><p>He loves Nancy, Dustin, Lucas, even Max. But he never tells them, either. Maybe he should. Maybe he&rsquo;s been doing this all wrong from the start. And he&rsquo;s sorry for screwing up, but he&rsquo;s figured out how to explain how he feels now.</p><p>&ldquo;So, yes, in that way, I do love you, El. I love you so much. And I know that you&rsquo;ll find someone who loves you in that other way someday, too. Because you are amazing, and it&rsquo;s only a matter of time before everyone else figures that out.&rdquo;</p>
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Body: <p>I&rsquo;m far angrier about that interview than I am about that leak.</p><p>Happy Pride, everyone.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/justandjela/685720230392201216">justandjela</a>:</p><blockquote><p>GUYS ITS EVEN WORSE </p><p><a class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/justandjela/685720230392201216">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
<p>What.</p><p>The fuck.</p><p>Is this?</p><p>“we don’t have to label things” is the biggest piece of crap there is when it comes to LGBT representation in media.</p><p>Yes, yes we do. You know why?</p><p>Because there are kids out there grappling with feelings, feelings that they may be told are wrong. They need to see representation in the media. They need to see characters being positively depicted who are <b><i>like them</i></b>. They need to know that it’s fucking possible for them to be ok and happy. What they <b>don’t </b>need are characters where they’re told “well, I guess you can see them that way if you want.”</p><p>Yes, in the real world, labels shouldn’t be some imperative that people need to figure out. However, media doesn’t work that way. As long as characters aren’t labeled, there will be people out there telling those kids “what? they’re not gay. you’re just desperate for gay characters.” There isn’t validation in that except for the straight people who made it patting themselves on the back for being so progressive.</p><p>Fuck this heteronormative, “look at how non-judgmental I am” bullshit.</p>
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Body: <p>Three days.</p><p>It’s only taken three days for someone to try to rain on our parade.</p><p>Yes, I’m aware that this person has been right before.</p><p>Yes, I’m aware that this outcome is a possibility.</p><p>I’m also aware that this person’s confirmed leaks were also on Reddit.</p><p>I’m also aware that this person has gleefully trolled Byler fans in the past.</p><p>I’m also aware that it’s odd that this leak is only coming out now, after we’ve been excited about our theorizing.</p><p>I’m also aware that it would be shitty of them to come out of Pride month by breaking the heart of a gay character.</p><p>I’ll believe it when I goddamn see it.</p><p>But, if it does end up being true, I will lose a ton of respect for the Duffers. They would not only have reduced Will’s importance to almost nothing, but also set him up to be nothing more than the show’s “sad gay kid.” </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://demadogs.tumblr.com/post/685649719588945920/ok-im-rewatching-the-cali-scenes-and-i-just">demadogs</a>:</p><blockquote><p>ok im rewatching the cali scenes and i just noticed something very interesting.</p><p>during mike and elevens fight they used the song Eulogy from season 2. it’s a slightly newer version but undeniably the same song. this song first plays when nancy is crying over barb in barb’s family’s bathroom. then in this season we hear a different version of it when max is reading the letter to billy.</p><p>then i went and checked if it played during hoppers “death” and bobs death. it didnt play for either of their final scenes but for bob it played later that episode when joyce is alone grieving and hopper joins her.</p><p>the song has only ever been associated with death and people who have already died. this is the first time theyve used that song for something that isnt a character death. i think they chose that song during their fight to signify that their relationship is dead and has been for a long time.</p></blockquote>
<p>They do tend to reuse tracks, sometimes updated, sometimes not, for different scenes. I think it’s a tricky game to play to try and derive meaning, but, I mean, Destroying the Castle is almost the same as the song that plays as Mike kicks down El’s fort in his basement.</p><p>I’m very interested to see the track names for this season. I think it’s a bit odd that we don’t already have them. In previous seasons, we would have had them by now, even before the season launched. On the Bus was used for Mike and Will’s heart to heart in Will’s room, but that title would make no sense this time around.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://byersenthusiast-deactivated2022.tumblr.com/post/685713127242891264">byersenthusiast-deactivated2022</a>:</p><blockquote><p>this picture is throwing me off</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1333" data-orig-width="2000"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7d0a44cc773492c549d9875ff92d1084/3f1505cf7e47c4b7-28/s640x960/bbd6c5fb1b25ea35f282d7af166ae1b2f197be8b.jpg" data-orig-height="1333" data-orig-width="2000"/></figure></div><p>so he&rsquo;s in his room and he&rsquo;s already packed for their road trip. so this had to have been after his and mike&rsquo;s conversation right?? but he looks like he&rsquo;s alone and we know that after his talk with mike, mike and jonathan were with him all the way up until the home invasion. so when was this supposed to have happened?? when was he alone in his room??</p><p>maybe this is from a short deleted scene right before the home invasion and mike and jonathan are actually off to the side but&hellip;idk how likely that is. and idk why will would be looking ominously out his bedroom window or why they wouldn&rsquo;t show that to us if something was up. so my guess is that this is from volume 2 but&hellip;that doesn&rsquo;t really make sense either. they don&rsquo;t go back to their house before going to hawkins&hellip;right??</p><p>idk this picture is just very sus to me but maybe i&rsquo;m reading too far into it (like always lol.)</p></blockquote>
<p>Those are Will’s curtains, but I don’t recognize this specific shot. It’s probably meant to be when he, Mike, and Jonathan are looking out of the window just before the attack starts.</p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://www.youtube.com/embed/A08CjJSbWFw?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/A08CjJSbWFw?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><p>Can we take a moment to appreciate Unnamed Dead Hero Agent Guy? He managed to hold off an entire military strike team that was clearly shooting to kill, <b>and </b>he succeeded at getting the entire group out alive, at the cost of his own life. He may have seemed lazy, but he did his goddamn job.  </p><p>Will looks like he’s moments away from a heart attack. I know the kid has a history of trauma, but most of that, to our knowledge, doesn’t involve guns. You’d think he’d be less scared of such a human threat after encountering actual monsters.</p>
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Reblog url: 
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Body: <p>So I was discussing things with one of my mutuals, and I did notice what may be a pattern.</p><p>We were talking about Will’s birthday and whether or not its absence was intentional or accidental. I was in the latter camp, the mutual was in the former. </p><p>Eventually it was brought up that this was something the writers specifically had Joyce mention in the same scene we learned of Castle Byers’ origin.</p><p>That got me thinking. There were six stories told to Will in the shed, two by each person, one each before and after Will started sending his messages.</p><p>Now, as much as I’m doubting that this was intentional, it’s an intriguing line of thought. What if every story told that night is being referenced somehow?</p><p>Joyce</p><ul><li>Will’s birthday being March 22nd</li><li>Will giving away his truck to a crying girl </li></ul><p>Jonathan</p><ul><li>He and Will building Castle Byers after Lonnie left</li><li>Him getting Will into music (”real music”) by giving him a mixtape when their parents were fighting</li></ul><p>Mike<br/></p><ul><li>He and Will meeting on the swings in kindergarten</li><li>Will saving the Party during a campaign by casting Fog Cloud</li></ul><p>We see some of these get referenced in some way, but, and this is the scary thing, the first stories, at least, seem to be getting tainted in some way. Everyone has forgotten his birthday. He has torn down Castle Byers. He has a painting of meeting Mike on the swings that he hasn’t yet given to him.</p><p>The second set of stories is less clear. Music is being used as a protection against Vecna, but that might be too generic to be a match. We haven’t really seen the others.</p><p>What this may be setting up is Will becoming increasingly vulnerable as his protective memories are being broken down. Honestly, this would make him much more susceptible to being victimized by Vecna. </p><p>Anyone have any thoughts on this?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/officialfroggie/685707110524272640">officialfroggie</a>:</p><blockquote><p>YALL&hellip; (source: <a href="https://ew.com/tv/will-gay-stranger-things-shawn-levy-addresses-theory/">https://ew.com/tv/will-gay-stranger-things-shawn-levy-addresses-theory/</a> )</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="571" data-orig-width="864"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e3957c50785259ce3762c5ad5f69ed30/edacde2203437e76-fe/s640x960/4f267f1055347c517f7ce3f9c7e726e07a8fbafe.png" data-orig-height="571" data-orig-width="864"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>This is nice, but he seems to be referring specifically to Will being gay, which, come on, is very obvious at this point.</p><p>I want to see some interviews where people are asked about Mike’s response to it. So far, I’ve only seen one.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/blueberri3s/685704992593756160">blueberri3s</a>:</p><blockquote><p>when Finn says “there’s probably a mutual understanding and an acceptance i think” what does he mean?? does he mean mike just like accepts it but they will just end up as friends? IM SO CONFUSED </p></blockquote>
<p>It’s an intentionally vague statement. He can’t say how Mike reacts to this. I mean, it’s ridiculous considering he <i>knows </i>what happens, but he even phrases it as a sort of supposition by using the word “probably.” </p><p>The fact that this could mean anything from Mike letting Will down gently, but reaffirming their friendship to Mike returning Will’s feelings is very much what he was going for.</p>
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Body: <figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="139" data-orig-width="400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e2a9fdf1db60cddf40f571b8c078b6dd/70e3f6ddfcd8d22e-2c/s540x810/c2c37c1770353ff167820b03bd6269b1269d9f34.png" data-orig-height="139" data-orig-width="400"/></figure><p>The irony of Stranger Writers forgetting Will’s birthday way back in 2020, and still not putting it into the show.</p><p>Yes, this is a real Tweet. Based on replies, it appears to be in response to fans calling them out for not posting anything in honor of Will’s birthday. Note how it’s posted on the 23rd.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://autismbyers.tumblr.com/post/685702102718251009/we-are-friends-we-are-friends-no-one-said-ure">autismbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>“we are friends. WE ARE FRIENDS.” </p><p>no one said ure not mike wheeler what are u trying to prove my friend? 🫣🫣</p></blockquote>
<p>It’s such an odd choice of phrase.</p><p>Why was Mike’s brain already going that way?</p><p>Either he knows Will wants more than that, or he’s been thinking about it himself.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sollody/685700964022370304">sollody</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685697416030240768">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/skythanlmao/685696864944865280">skythanlmao</a>:</p><blockquote><p>wait noah said will doesn&rsquo;t interact with vecna? </p></blockquote><p>Not that I believe a word that comes out of that kids mouth, but when did he say that?</p><p>With everything Will has been through, he’s probably the most obvious target for Vecna.</p><p>Are they legit going to minimize Will to be nothing but sad, gay kid to the point that Vecna pays him no mind? </p></blockquote><p>Well, he also said Will isn&rsquo;t gay, so&hellip;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="645" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d90052295dc11a162cd34cae0ddaa13d/5ab254151ae4ee0a-40/s640x960/131f7c21b8d9eaeb08d8835967918e93cce159c9.jpg" data-orig-height="645" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>👀</p></blockquote>
<p>That’s what really gets me about how they’ve played their hand this season.</p><p>After all of this about Will’s fight with Mike last season, they go into things here with <i>very </i>thinly masked hints that, yeah, he’s gay. They didn’t outright say it, but it’s basically as close as you can get without outright saying it. </p><p>Why did they ever pretend otherwise if they were going to be so open about it before the next season even launched?</p>
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Body: <figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="390" data-orig-width="840"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a1b1f9aa53451ad8391075802532bb88/618939fc1dafa745-f1/s540x810/2d2b0c3c6e040ef0bc3db1f9c44ddb974d0acefd.png" data-orig-height="390" data-orig-width="840"/></figure><p>This is from October 2017. </p><p>I’m not saying this is about Mike and Will&hellip;</p><p>But I’m not <i>not </i>saying it’s about Mike and Will.</p>
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<p>Not that I believe a word that comes out of that kids mouth, but when did he say that?</p><p>With everything Will has been through, he’s probably the most obvious target for Vecna.</p><p>Are they legit going to minimize Will to be nothing but sad, gay kid to the point that Vecna pays him no mind? </p>
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<p>yeah, the clothes are all wrong. </p><p>It’s a nice thought, but it doesn’t seem to hold up.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://clericbyers.tumblr.com/post/685696012708347905/theorysomewhat-fanfic-time-because-i-cannot-help">clericbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Theory/somewhat fanfic time because I cannot help myself!!</p><p>This is brought on by <a href="https://hnleleven.tumblr.com/post/685632802090319872/oh-my-god-will-is-painting-the-day-him-and-mike">this particular post</a>. We do not yet know what Will was painting though we have had some clues here and there. I myself haven’t sat down to really look and see what exactly it could be but I’m definitely taking an interest in what others have to say. Now the linked above post has my thoughts rattling around really hard in my head.</p><p>We basically know Will is gonna get Vecna’d thanks to Noah’s post about being harnessed. We can assume that after Cali team grabs El from Nevada, the next stop is Hawkins. We know that there’s a poster of Will with a hand going to his neck, indicative of his connection to the Upside Down and the Mind Flayer, a connection strongest when in Hawkins. If we believe Dustin’s explanation—and we have no reason not to after four seasons of him being correct—the Mind Flayer is the big boss while Vecna is his general. Will having that connection to the big boss surely means that if Vecna can get his hands on him and succeed in using him to make another gate, that could hypothetically be the BIG gate that lets the Mind Flayer escape into our world.</p><p>So, Will gets Vecna’d; he’s an easy target knowing how Vecna sources his targets and gets in their heads. We’ll probably start seeing signs in Will and as the viewers, we will know what’s happening while Cali team won’t, adding more tension to the scenario. Whether or not Hawkins team is reunited with them by this point, I don’t know yet, but I want to fold in Will’s painting into this scenario.</p><p>Mike thinks the painting is for a girl Will likes, igniting his jealousy and poor behavior and why he feels he’s lost Will. I want to see a return to that painting, where Mike asks again—because now it must mean something different if Will <i>still</i> has the painting on him and didn’t leave it if the girl he likes is supposedly in California. I want to see Will pull the painting out while they’re in Mike’s basement (the basement is the party’s home base after all and the basement still has all of Will’s drawings up!!!!), still rolled up and him still shy about it, trying to figure out how to explain the truth because what if it hurts? What if Mike is disgusted and he pushes Will away when he needs him most, when the Mind Flayer / Vecna is at his heels and Hawkins needs their paladin and cleric to be a <i>team</i>?</p><p>In this hypothetical, Will never actually gets to unfold the painting in full before he’s Vecna’d. Mike has it in hand, is unraveling it himself and sees what the linked post suggests: a drawing of the day they first met, proof that Will remembers it too, that he holds that day equally dear to his heart as Mike does. And when he looks up to ask Will what he means by this, because he’s nervous, too—he has a single letter in his closet upstairs in his room hidden in a shoebox with a mixtape, the mixtape signed “for will,” and the letter singed “love, mike”—and Will’s eyes are rolled in the back of his head. Mike starts screaming, shaking Will’s shoulders, and the others come bursting in — Hawkins team knows what’s going on and they ask around for what Will’s favorite song is.</p><p>Mike, in a flurry of panic, suddenly jumps up and runs to his room, tripping over his feet to grab that shoebox and race downstairs. He has no thoughts in his head really outside hoping this will work, that it <i>needs</i> to work, because he can’t lose Will now. Not when that painting exists, not when the dots are finally coming together, not when he finally has his best friend back and the stupid Upside Down is trying to take him away again. No more. <i>No more</i>.</p><p>And so he stuffs the cassette tape into the player and a song begins to play. Mike joins in singing while everyone is shouting and yelling for Will to come back. His voice is soft, easily lost in the cacophony of shouting from their friends but Will hears it crystal clear. He always hears Mike, can’t not at this rate, and that helps him run away from Vecna and the Mind Flayer to return to their friends. But when Will comes back down, suddenly, into Mike’s arms—Mike who is crying, blubbering almost because this really could have been it—and he’s tired and scared and catching his breath. Mike has tears streaming down his face as he pulls Will into his chest and realizes silently, as he stares out into space over Will’s shoulder toward the painting Will spent so much time on, that the best thing he’s ever done is fold Will into his life, and that he always needs him, can’t lose him, because he <i>loves</i> him.</p><p>Of course, Will’s time in the UD again will have to mean something—what that brings to the table only time will tell with volume 2. I have no major speculations so far on how Vecna will react to Will. But this thought popped up and I had to get it out!</p></blockquote>
<p>I’m at the point where I won’t accept a volume 2 that doesn’t have a scene like this.</p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/685634175077908480/oh-my-god-will-is-painting-the-day-him-and-mike" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/685633790252662784/oh-my-god-will-is-painting-the-day-him-and-mike" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/685633197462175744/oh-my-god-will-is-painting-the-day-him-and-mike" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://hnleleven.tumblr.com/post/685632802090319872/oh-my-god-will-is-painting-the-day-him-and-mike">hnleleven</a>:</p><blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="397" data-orig-width="650"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/09fda78eca1733b4ae6db8ab3dfbbd7c/3f4e99dba7e903c3-35/s640x960/cba682409d7dfabc259a6f402df4ea4e96965977.jpg" data-orig-height="397" data-orig-width="650"/></figure><p>Oh my god Will is painting the day him and Mike first met on the swings. There’s two figures that can be made out and the chains of the swing. Everything, absolutely everything, is circling back to the beginning. Time won’t let Mike and Will forget about each other.</p></blockquote>
<p>Oh, shit.</p><p>I think you’re right.</p><p>If Mike doesn’t start crying like a baby when he sees this…</p></blockquote>
<p>I will be a 40 year old man openly crying on July 1 because of a TV show.</p><p>And I don’t think I mind.</p></blockquote>
<p>Sorry to keep reblogging this. Well, no, I’m not sorry, actually, because this is amazing.</p><p>Anyway, how much do you want to bet that Mike and Will never talked about the whole “it was the best thing I’ve ever done” thing?</p><p>Mike’s going to find out that it was also the best thing that ever happened to Will, and he’s going to fall apart.</p></blockquote>


<p>im thinking about when will said ”that was you guys who saved me. that  was you guys.” referencing season 2…  does this count as a shed scene reference?</p></blockquote>


<p>It sure does. Will knows who was responsible for him being saved. It was nice to see the show acknowledge this.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://thealmostrhetoricalquestion.tumblr.com/post/685680131328589824/i-really-like-the-idea-being-thrown-around-that">thealmostrhetoricalquestion</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I really like the idea being thrown around that Mike has a stack of unsent letters to Will. All of them signed Love, Mike. Because it does make sense — imagine writing a letter to your best friend and signing it easily <i>with love</i>, and then writing a letter to your girlfriend, and you freeze. You’re stuck. It’s supposed to be just as easy, but suddenly it’s not, and you’re forced to confront something. What do you do? Hide the ones that hold a secret and send the one that makes sense to the world! I don’t know, I just think it’s really neat! </p></blockquote>
<p>Mike wrote letters, but never got the guts to send them.</p><p>He was waiting to see if Will wrote first.</p><p>But Will was waiting for Mike to write first.</p><p>This would go on for months, with both of them thinking the other moved on.</p><p>They both decided to put a stop to this when Mike came to visit. </p><p>Will made a painting for Mike.</p><p>Mike had a birthday gift for Will.</p><p>Will brought the painting to the airport, deciding to rip off the band-aid and see how it goes.</p><p>Mike, knowing El said Will made a painting for a girl, loses his nerve, giving Will an awkward hello.</p><p>Will, feeling rejected, loses <i>his</i> nerve, and doesn&rsquo;t tell Mike the painting is for him.</p><p>Mike and Will, the personification of Idiots in Love.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://ftstorm.tumblr.com/post/685622937368313856/it-downed-on-me-during-that-scene-when-steve">ftstorm</a>:</p><blockquote><p>It downed on me during that scene when Steve realizes something&rsquo;s off about Max and runs up the hill that he has probably been the most reliable grown up male figure in Max&rsquo;s entire life. Let that sink in.</p><p>He&rsquo;s always watching over and being stern with her because he knows she can be even more reckless than the rest, since limits haven&rsquo;t been properly taught to her by adults. She has had to be the adult of her house and has forgotten how to be a carefree kid. But Steve is all &ldquo;Nh-huh, no, you stay put kid.&rdquo; (Exactly as he does with Dustin.) Which is probably why when she stares at Steve for me is a sign that she has come to admire him/trust him as a reliable &ldquo;adult&rdquo;. (He isn&rsquo;t an adult either but you guys get what I mean.)</p><p>Then there&rsquo;s Dustin, you can see how much he trusts Steve not only because of how he always goes to him for help or how he blatantly talks to him as if Steve had his age (when you feel comfortable around someone you totally forget age differences) but also when Steve dives in to the lake, Dustin doesn&rsquo;t panic. He gets worried, yes, but doesn&rsquo;t panic and says &ldquo;Come on Steve&rdquo;, trusting that he&rsquo;ll resurface.</p><p>And Lucas! When Steve ran towards Max he didn&rsquo;t follow him, and we know Lucas cares a whole lot about Max, but still trusted Steve to check on her.</p><p>Who else has come to trust Steve? Robin, Nancy and Eddie, obviously. You can see it in how they let him dive in without arguing and even more when they&rsquo;re in the Upside Down. There&rsquo;s a moment when the second round of demobats appears that Robin and Eddi rush to get behind Steve and then there&rsquo;s a shot of the 3 of them slightly behind Steve. They trust Steve with their safety.</p><p>All of them trust Steve with their safety.</p><p>Let that sink in too.</p></blockquote>
<p>Steve just needs to reframe things a little.</p><p>He&rsquo;s not their babysitter.</p><p>He&rsquo;s their big brother.</p>
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Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/685690007043915776">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Argyle really is the unwitting Greek Chorus in this drama.</p></blockquote>
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<p>The top photos, yes, very good observation.</p><p>The bottom photos, no, sorry.</p><p>That double looks like he has his phone in his back pocket with the charger attached.</p>
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<p>I forgot about Murray mentioning it being ok to be late to a 1 year olds birthday party.</p><p>I still think it will be sloppy, since things didn&rsquo;t get distractingly crazy until later that day, but maybe people forgetting Will&rsquo;s birthday will be a plot point, after all. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/solgmorell/685626565895323648">solgmorell</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I’ve seen so many people on Twitter criticizing Finn’s acting this season. I took the time to read the things they were complaining about and I think it’s very interesting. </p><p>Most people are not complaining about the lack of screen time when it comes to his acting but the majority of the criticism comes from his scenes with Millie. </p><p>They’re saying he’s too cold, too detached from El; that it looks like he doesn’t care and that there’s barely any romantic tension. </p><p>Some people are even saying he was a BIT weird in scenes with Noah. </p><p>CONNECT THE DOTS. </p><p>Finn has never been bad before, they’re so close yet so far. But people ARE noticing </p></blockquote>
<p>It&rsquo;s hilarious because these people don&rsquo;t realize it&rsquo;s not Finn whose acting is bad, but, rather, it&rsquo;s Mike&rsquo;s. </p><p>I wonder, is it hard to be a good actor pretending to be a bad one?</p>
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Body: <p>Am I crazy for thinking the Last Supper painting in Suzie’s house means something?</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="4800" data-orig-width="9600"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d2232f7846459a308b16a9a3d94cebf8/b34a32ad09b9cac9-ea/s540x810/c3a4d1456f04e8aeb4b1fdf04dbe94fe980d6edf.jpg" data-orig-height="4800" data-orig-width="9600"/></figure><p>It depicts Jesus and his 12 Apostles the night before Jesus is to be killed.</p><p>When the Pizza Party arrives in Hawkins, this is what our total Party will look like:</p><ul><li>El</li><li>Will</li><li>Mike</li><li>Jonathan</li><li>Argyle</li><li>Nancy</li><li>Steve</li><li>Robin</li><li>Eddie</li><li>Dustin</li><li>Lucas</li><li>Max</li><li>Erica</li></ul><p>13 people. Coincidence?</p><p>Yeah, probably, but I’m in mad scientist mode at this point.</p>
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<p>To clarify, I think people spend too much time focusing on Will being upset that Mike hasn’t stayed in touch.</p><p>Will hasn’t, either, hence Mike’s “maybe you should have reached out more.”</p><p>Mike is just as hurt as Will is, but, since he can distract himself with El, it’s not as evident. It ends up looking like it’s a one-sided problem on Will’s part. But we can remember their goodbye in season 3. “What if you want to find another Party?” This was Mike’s big fear about Will moving away, and, to him, it looked like it came true.</p><p>Especially when he asked about the painting. Mike was probably hoping it was for him, even if he was possibly afraid of the implication. Mike looked <i>very </i>nervous when he asked Will about it. He then looked like he was trying to be nonchalant when Will said it was nothing, just a painting he was working on. To Mike, that meant it was exactly what El mentioned in the letter, but it wasn’t for him. Cue “Cool” and quick head turn away from Will.</p><p>I don’t know how they’ll set up the reveal of the painting, but it has so much potential to be an overwhelmingly emotional scene that they better not screw it up.</p>
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<p>Mike misses Will just as much as Will misses Mike.</p><p>They’re both just too afraid of finding out the other has moved on, so neither has made much effort to stay in contact. They were both waiting for the other to do so, <b>hoping </b>the other would do so.</p>
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Body: <p>There’s an exchange at the beginning of the bedroom heart-to-heart with Mike and Will that probably flies under everyone’s radar.</p><p>Will: You’re packed already?</p><p>Mike: Yeah, I mean, I never really unpacked.<br/></p><p>Again, Mike’s choice of words are somewhat odd. He could’ve just left it at “yeah.” Instead he says he never really unpacked.</p><p>I think this is a hint that there’s a lot to Mike that he’s holding in, possibly not even consciously aware of. In other words, he has a lot that he needs to unpack, and, at this point, he hasn’t yet done so.</p>
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Body: <p>I&rsquo;ve been saying for years now that Mike is the one who ultimately managed to break free to Will in the shed back in season 2. </p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAhUBEY2JaY&amp;ab_channel=textingstoriesandmore%21" data-orig-width="267" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="267" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/KAhUBEY2JaY?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><p>You can see Will&rsquo;s facial expression changing throughout Mike&rsquo;s story until he&rsquo;s on the verge of tears. It&rsquo;s very similar to Will&rsquo;s expression as Mike is talking to him as they&rsquo;re getting ready to leave before the house is attacked this season. I feel like this is an intentional parallel.</p><p>Now we have reason to believe that Will fully remembers what Mike said that day, despite being possessed. It only increases his confusion and hurt to see Mike distance himself from him so soon after saying all of this. So Will is throwing all caution to the wind in an attempt to remind him:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="397" data-orig-width="650"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ba899725e30434eb335c31758e89757c/3a687a812577874d-fe/s640x960/57250d0c9a7937bca8ae16157712f97515686429.jpg" data-orig-height="397" data-orig-width="650"/></figure></div><p>It really does look like Will is painting the swings. Credit to <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MfXSxm0L-10HOOj9A0hy-2Q">@hnleleven</a> for figuring this out.</p><p>I really wonder where Mike&rsquo;s head has been since that moment in the shed. It was very shortly after this that El returned, and that&rsquo;s where everything started to go south for him and Will. This painting seems like an intentional attempt on Will&rsquo;s part to remind Mike of what he said. It&rsquo;s an attempt to tell Mike that he cherishes that memory, too, because I doubt they ever talked about it.</p><p>These two idiots are both so afraid of losing each other that they&rsquo;re both leaving so much unsaid out of fear of further pushing each other away. Fortunately, Will knows a language other than words.</p><p>I repeat what I said last night: Mike better start crying like a baby when he sees this painting.</p>
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Reblog key: I3rrcElf
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Title: 
Body: <p>“Maybe I should have explained myself because maybe Eleven would have taken me with her and things would be different. <b>But I didn’t know what to say.</b>”<br/></p><p>She told you what she wanted to hear from you, Mike. How would you not know what to say? Unless he’s talking about something else.</p><p>Mike doesn’t say “I just couldn’t get the words out,” or something along those lines. He says he should have explained himself, but didn’t know what to say.</p><p>They’re being frustratingly vague about the language to keep people in the dark. Mike’s phrasing could be so much more clear, telling Will that for some reason he struggles to tell El that he does love her, but he doesn’t do that. The language can still fit the situation, though.</p><p>Oof, I wish I could just fast forward through June.</p>
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Tags: 
Downloaded files: "b388340a8dbc6e5d52a6d133bc32f5eeb38c47c0.jpg",
 "69ba4be7b6e3ffcdd59ac2b4a051544818c677ec.jpg",
 "852810a09ccf5a194f0b06c31238a10a90252b69.jpg",
 "a4c46eb5250e0fb1038c57cf7f79406680ff0b2e.jpg",
 "73e24eddbdb7892f608f4cf469aab1cb6c8a583b.jpg"

Post id: 685638887830372352
Date: 2022-05-30 02:03:17 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685638887830372352
Slug: kaypeace21-kaypeace21-mleven-vs-byler-parallels
Reblog key: iYmq2vo0
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/685638722952347648
Reblog name: kaypeace21
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/685638722952347648/kaypeace21-mleven-vs-byler-parallels-caring" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/685515263837339648/mleven-vs-byler-parallels-caring-letters-truth" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>m*leven vs byler parallels</h2><h2>Caring, letters, truth and superheroes:</h2><p><b>Mike tells Will he exchanges letters with El cause she’s his gf. Later mike</b> <b>throws El’s letter (</b>about becoming a “superhero”)<b> in the trash</b>. Then Mike explains to Will, that he had a fight with El (and he probably can’t mend his romantic relationship with her). </p><p>during that prior fight: Mike says he “ <b>cares</b>” for El. And El responds that he “<b>CARES</b>” but<b> doesn’t love her- and can’t even say it out loud to her or in his letters .</b> Instead his<b> letters say “from mike” </b>. Even the flowers he got her had a card that says <b>“from mike”</b>. Mike then tries changing the subject (of him not loving her) by saying El is important to him and  a “superhero”. El then says “<b>not anymore</b>” to mike’s offiscation.  El later sends Mike the letter about re-becoming a “superhero” (she signs the letter “<b>from el”-</b> probably symbolically showing their relationship is probably over). Which is why mike then throws the superhero<b> letter into the trash. </b></p><figure data-orig-width="608" data-orig-height="217" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a4e7f28a5d09b1030fb50950cde09dad/c02315228b1e76d7-a8/s540x810/6ad78cdd1019a9054084b6562e6fe55390efa841.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="608" data-orig-height="217"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="596" data-orig-height="738" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/312f0ccabdd12ef5afa949ed3f48340a/c02315228b1e76d7-ff/s540x810/3903c74b00cf4dd9b6826cf902f117dcefc800d7.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="596" data-orig-height="738" data-media-key="312f0ccabdd12ef5afa949ed3f48340a:c02315228b1e76d7-ff"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="461" data-orig-height="313" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/675f7151d237e6d1470daf06cf79a5de/c02315228b1e76d7-4d/s540x810/c3a15b7036c9130894c135aa664d6bd6527d8d88.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="461" data-orig-height="313"/></figure><p>Mike wonders why he couldn’t say he loved El to her face (before she left). Will says to Mike it’s hard<b> to “say how you really feel”</b> about  people you “CARE” about because<b> they may not like  the </b>“TRUTH”. On one hand it could reflect Will’s fear. But it also reflects Mike’s fear of admitting to El he doesn’t romantically love her-because It’s something she wouldn’t like.<br/></p><figure data-orig-width="861" data-orig-height="648" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1c8b6097b8f55aec4337b8406922487f/c02315228b1e76d7-b4/s540x810/b5ee8a182027e4304ec27b0b2da9625c84fae00c.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="861" data-orig-height="648" data-media-key="1c8b6097b8f55aec4337b8406922487f:c02315228b1e76d7-b4"/></figure><p>After mike threw out el’s letter , Mike states the “TRUTH” is he misses Will and was worrying too much about El.</p><figure data-orig-width="629" data-orig-height="503" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/925f7a7ea0d8a8cf0618d88878d4ad41/c02315228b1e76d7-a7/s540x810/5ca8e6c3cc536c22c540fe687a74f4c0f501b3db.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="629" data-orig-height="503" data-media-key="925f7a7ea0d8a8cf0618d88878d4ad41:c02315228b1e76d7-a7"/></figure><p>Brenner later tells EL “superheroes’ are stuff of fairytales and the “TRUTH” is not that simple, and she cannot hide from the “truth” any longer (even if it freightens her). Aka - (symboliically) the “truth” <b>El doesn’t want to face is that Mike doesn’t “love” her romantically and her trying to become a “superhero” again won’t change that “truth</b>”. which was earlier  illustrated by <b>Mike throwing out her “superhero” lette</b>r . In s3 -4: we see mike/EL dating eachother but both are called out for lying to one another (their whole romance is the <b>antithesis of “truth”-but instead lies</b>.)</p><figure data-orig-width="460" data-orig-height="314" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/32ed61072a2b080440bd182697727225/c02315228b1e76d7-41/s540x810/b0d550f98865e644943d108c21d565bd9a747601.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="460" data-orig-height="314"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="666" data-orig-height="643" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f2125192bfe865cd520c077433042f76/c02315228b1e76d7-cb/s540x810/36dd48ec85037f91497209cdf569d72d53b7668f.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="666" data-orig-height="643"/></figure><h2>lumax and byler</h2><figure data-orig-width="1000" data-orig-height="602" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/184795467923ef5e0e27416c8ace4a46/c02315228b1e76d7-37/s540x810/abc5e2274ac5d3dadddfcf69b08549a1003f3be0.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1000" data-orig-height="602" data-media-key="184795467923ef5e0e27416c8ace4a46:c02315228b1e76d7-37"/></figure><p>Will asks if mike is angry at him, cause he stopped “talking” to him. Then <b>Will mentions how  mike and El share</b> <b>letters</b> (<b>and mike barely talks to him).</b> But Lucas says he’d rather “talk” to Max and <b>doesn’t want a letter</b> (paralleling how Mike threw El’s letter away so he could “talk” to Will). Mike literally throws the letter in the trash like a basketball (to parallel lucas further).</p><p><br/></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="263" data-orig-width="336"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e06f15ace0a295fae5ab18644cceca0e/c02315228b1e76d7-3f/s540x810/425d0435288d591c98783dbd8096ab538632e850.jpg" data-orig-height="263" data-orig-width="336"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="538" data-orig-height="779" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9683f1112683c6a75bd2c7b1c0746ff6/c02315228b1e76d7-7f/s540x810/4385538e9a7da250d75969fd2e520551748552aa.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="538" data-orig-height="779"/></figure><p><br/></p><figure data-orig-width="325" data-orig-height="725" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cce7f169375015ca2e99efbd0fc855f4/c02315228b1e76d7-ae/s540x810/4fd8c5fdafa07cfcac0e51e4626e5e79c67789f0.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="325" data-orig-height="725"/></figure><p><br/></p><p> Both pairings had a falling out between seasons. lucas says to max “it’s like you’re not even here anymore”. And Mike says “I don’t know maybe I feel I lost you”. Max/Will take the blame for the fallingout. But Lucas/mike correct them and take responsibility.</p><figure data-orig-width="637" data-orig-height="946" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0fa355ca66dd539f48d598fafd612daa/c02315228b1e76d7-7e/s540x810/a1b3f412c04280650c250d98d191f295c9bd0b7e.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="637" data-orig-height="946" data-media-key="0fa355ca66dd539f48d598fafd612daa:c02315228b1e76d7-7e"/></figure><p>After this Lucas says  he didn’t loose Max ,but he just wasn’t using his eyes to see what was infront of him. dustin: the world is full of the most obvious things that no one by anychance ever observes. Lucas to max : “But i <b>SEE YOU NOW</b>” .  cough oh look at byler staring at eachother.</p><figure data-orig-width="618" data-orig-height="439" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e691f9bab6c34d8fba5b0934163b0d80/c02315228b1e76d7-cc/s540x810/5415c6a992812cadf15811e42a0d2e90da7a9b68.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="618" data-orig-height="439" data-media-key="e691f9bab6c34d8fba5b0934163b0d80:c02315228b1e76d7-cc"/></figure><p>Not to mention Will getting the courage to eventually show the painting to mike… is almost a loose parallel to the letters. So for byler the painting may spur a “talk” about the “truth” of their feelings. A piece of paper can only mean so much. But if the painting said “<b>love Will”</b> that would be a nice touch too. </p><p>It seems like mike and Will are almost contrasting. Mike can’t say he loves El even in letters. And Will seems like he’s about to  confess any minute to mike (and his painting may symbolize his romantic love for mike).</p><p>Also another very obvious byler hint: </p><p>They fight in an arcade (cough a place they used to hangout together). Will says “what about <b>us</b>?” Which initially alarms Mike. Then when Will brings up how they haven’t been talking ,but mike sends el letters . Mike uses the excuse that she’s his girlfriend. And again Will says “and <b>us</b>?” . And mike quickly states they’re “friends”. Will is this close to calling out their relationship.  I swear. And Mike protested too much. XD </p><p>Also don’t get me started on how robin mentions a movie (dr zhigiago) and says its about<b> “doomed love”</b>  - and then  we see the m*leven fight. The film has a subplot about  2 <b>siblings having the same love interest</b>. Heck Yuri even yells about his brother taking his wife. Like ok. Suspish. And no I don’t think the “doomed love ” is the queer ship -like it usually is.</p><p>why? well robin mentions vickie and not being able to confess.  Then right after robin shows the “doomed love” video to Steve. But Steve said earlier to robin. She doesn’t have to worry about confessing to Vickie cause she’s clearly  queer like robin. So does Will have nothing to worry about cause mike’s also lgbt?hmm</p><p>My opinion: </p><p>Mike is still processing his complex feelings but … my oblivious son will eventually get there eventually.  Honestly wouldn’t surprise me if Will confessing to mike is what makes mike finally realize his feelings for Will.</p><h2>also “cool” parallel.</h2><figure data-orig-width="512" data-orig-height="326" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f97a9b4545d0753deeee7ea338c926ee/c02315228b1e76d7-cd/s540x810/8a061b2984c4350d72219576ee139c68384b8bf8.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="512" data-orig-height="326"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="213" data-orig-height="492"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/564df37d1cb82cd6b7f4eeb6751f49a4/c02315228b1e76d7-cd/s540x810/3c2da924473421ae3f3e89592f142be274478852.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="213" data-orig-height="492"/></figure></blockquote>
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<p>Oh, shit.</p><p>I think you’re right.</p><p>If Mike doesn’t start crying like a baby when he sees this…</p></blockquote>
<p>I will be a 40 year old man openly crying on July 1 because of a TV show.</p><p>And I don’t think I mind.</p></blockquote>
<p>Sorry to keep reblogging this. Well, no, I’m not sorry, actually, because this is amazing.</p><p>Anyway, how much do you want to bet that Mike and Will never talked about the whole “it was the best thing I’ve ever done” thing?</p><p>Mike’s going to find out that it was also the best thing that ever happened to Will, and he’s going to fall apart.</p>
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<p>Oh, shit.</p><p>I think you’re right.</p><p>If Mike doesn’t start crying like a baby when he sees this…</p></blockquote>
<p>I will be a 40 year old man openly crying on July 1 because of a TV show.</p><p>And I don’t think I mind.</p>
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<p>Oh, shit.</p><p>I think you’re right.</p><p>If Mike doesn’t start crying like a baby when he sees this&hellip;</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/685632045090750464/i-am-on-my-byler-bullshit-like-usual-but-can-we">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I am on my Byler bullshit like usual, but can we talk about Lumax? They were so cute in Pt 1. I gave up on it because I couldn’t see it being endgame, but Pt 1 changed my mind. I ship them more than ever. They are so cute and I love them paralleling Byler again. My Lumax shipping heart is full. Now I can see them as endgame. Caleb said Lumax loves each other unlike M**even which made me wonder about Lumax and Pt 1 shows that for sure. Not saying Mike and El don’t care about each other they just are definitely not in love. </p></blockquote>
<p>They really changed how I see that ship this season. Lucas is much more mature and emotionally aware now. That was really the biggest thing holding them back in season 3.</p>
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<p>I added this to the Ask about this post, so I’ll add it here too:</p><p>I mean, I guess he could have meant to explain that he can’t love her like that because he’s gay. That it’s not her, there’s nothing wrong with her, it’s just that he doesn’t love girls like that. </p><p>That could be an in-universe reason why he’s being so vague about it with Will.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/685629537580613632/hawkinsschoolcounselor-paladin-cleric-mage-any" class="tumblr_blog">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/685629345532903424/paladin-cleric-mage-any-other-bylers-out-there" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://paladin-cleric-mage.tumblr.com/post/685628646736707584/any-other-bylers-out-there-thinking-about-it" class="tumblr_blog">paladin-cleric-mage</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Any other Bylers out there thinking about it felt “like a fight you can’t come back from”????????????? CAUSE I AM</p></blockquote>
<p>See, when they say stuff like that it makes me think it’s going to be subverted. Like, they’re telling me what’s going to happen, so I just assume it won’t. So if Mike thinks they can’t come back from that fight, I naturally think they will come back from it.</p><p>Ugh, it’s only been two days, and I’m already in my own head about volume 2.</p></blockquote>
<p>I understand your anxiety HSC. But they don’t subvert every single thing in this show, nor should they. It’s a tactic they use a lot but not for everything. </p><p>In this case, they had to start explicitly setting up that Mike and El might break up for good. Bc they’ve done it before and it didn’t stick. The general audience needs to be clued in to the fact that this time is different, that they’re really finally hurtling towards the end of their romantic relationship. Mike saying so outloud to Will is being used as exposition for the GA. (The “from mike” scene was another piece to clue the GA in.)</p><p>I’m not concerned in the least, if that helps. Here’s some confidence for u *bottles it up and floats it over the water to you* 🍾🌊</p></blockquote>
<p>Oh, no worries, I have a bottle of confidence. Oh, wait. This is brandy. *keeps drinking*</p><p>I realize I’m probably being too cautious. I have Will Byers Syndrome. It’s where you think you’re not allowed to be happy and are just being foolish by letting yourself hope.</p>
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<p>See, when they say stuff like that it makes me think it’s going to be subverted. Like, they’re telling me what’s going to happen, so I just assume it won’t. So if Mike thinks they can’t come back from that fight, I naturally think they will come back from it.</p><p>Ugh, it’s only been two days, and I’m already in my own head about volume 2.</p>
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Body: <p>Homophobic trolls actually think I give a shit about what they have to say.</p><p>Thanks for verifying that the little trash can button works.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/685627910363676672/the-straights-are-so-close-theyre-missing-a">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/solgmorell/685626565895323648">solgmorell</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I’ve seen so many people on Twitter criticizing Finn’s acting this season. I took the time to read the things they were complaining about and I think it’s very interesting. </p><p>Most people are not complaining about the lack of screen time when it comes to his acting but the majority of the criticism comes from his scenes with Millie. </p><p>They’re saying he’s too cold, too detached from El; that it looks like he doesn’t care and that there’s barely any romantic tension. </p><p>Some people are even saying he was a BIT weird in scenes with Noah. </p><p>CONNECT THE DOTS. </p><p>Finn has never been bad before, they’re so close yet so far. But people ARE noticing </p></blockquote><p>The straights are so close. They’re missing a lived experience to use as a lens. This <i>is</i> some of Finn’s most nuanced acting that I’ve seen so far - in his minute facial expressions alone. He’s always been incredible with those though</p></blockquote>
<p>The acting Finn and Noah are doing without words speaks volumes.</p>
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<blockquote><p>not to be angst in main but what if will is cursed by vecna and actually dies? what then?</p></blockquote>


<p>Then? Then we riot 😀</p></blockquote>
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<p>This deserves a second reblog from me.</p><p>El and Argyle both see through Mike’s phoniness by checking goddamn tags.</p>
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Body: <figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="625" data-orig-width="1249"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5f1f437a37c181cd38f009440cb02950/4a5ceb863162c6e0-46/s540x810/b4ab32824973b944dfaf2d4953c596d24fc715b8.jpg" data-orig-height="625" data-orig-width="1249"/></figure><p>This is the one thing that makes me a little nervous.</p><p>What really is there to explain? He seems to think she would’ve let him come with her if he had.</p><p>Does he legit have a good reason for not telling El he loves her that she’d be ok with?</p><p>Is there a possibility that they’re going to have him “overcome” whatever is holding him back, even with all of the hinting with Will? </p>
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<p>Oh, I’m pretty sure it’ll happen. I just don’t know that they’d hint at it in the marketing.</p><p>I guess we’ll see, though. God knows I’m shocked at what they gave us before volume 1 came out. June will be a long month. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://sunsetserenade.tumblr.com/post/685542510385332224/sometimes-wills-selflessness-is-just">sunsetserenade</a>:</p><blockquote><p>sometimes will’s selflessness is just… heartbreaking. </p><p>he’s head over heels for mike but stays back since he’s under the impression that mike still has feelings for el. and even though he’s tired of watching mike’s relationship fall apart and wants them to break up, he doesn’t actually put himself between them. he goes to each of them individually to address their behavior. </p><p>and he <i>still</i> doesn’t directly say mike and el aren’t good for one another. he can’t bring himself to be honest, either. because telling the truth to people you care about the most is scary, right?</p><p>(this part is mainly speculation, but yknow) the fact that everyone forgot his birthday but will doesn’t bring it up once… he doesn’t want to put himself in the spotlight. he doesn’t want to undermine whatever is going on between mike and el and anyone for that matter. he recognizes that there are more important things happening and decides to move on. </p><p>he’s always been so, so selfless to the point of self destruction. he was willingly to sacrifice his life in season 2 just so the others could end the war. he didn’t get mad at mike in season 3 until he’d finally reached a tipping point. even in season 1, he asks jonathan about the cut on his hand moments after waking up in the hospital. and he could’ve lied to mike about the roll, saying it was a 13 and not a 7, but he didn’t. he wouldn’t. because even on a small scale he’ll give himself up. </p><p>just. will byers, man. he deserves the world after everything he’s given up. </p></blockquote>
<p>It’s heartbreaking because it comes, at least in part, from his insecurity.</p><p>He really feels like he’s the least important person in the room at all times.</p><p>God damn you, Lonnie.</p>
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<p>I&rsquo;d like to believe this is evidence, but I don&rsquo;t think they&rsquo;d let that slip.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://you-said-yes.tumblr.com/post/685620602112999424/and-if-i-wouldve-said-that-thing-this-literally">you-said-yes</a>:</p><blockquote><p>&ldquo;and if i would&rsquo;ve said <i>that</i> <i>thing</i>&rdquo; this literally does not make sense unless mike is queer what is this why would he say it like that. </p></blockquote>
<p>He can&rsquo;t say it, even when she&rsquo;s not around. That or he knows it would hurt Will to hear it.</p>
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<p>Oh, now that&rsquo;s funny.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/685615426656468992/yup-i-noticed-too-theyve-been-confirming-byler">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/neurobivergent/685587108332781568">neurobivergent</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Ok. But I can&rsquo;t be the only one who noticed that the entire Cali group is just. Not there in the recent trailer? I saw literally everyone else. 👀👀👀👀 Whatcha hiding? </p></blockquote><p>Yup I noticed too. They’ve been confirming byler by omission thus far in marketing/trailers specifically. This was glaring to me, so excited for what they’re hidingggg</p></blockquote>
<p>I want to believe it’s because they can’t show us something, but it’s probably because the California crew isn’t important. They still showed us El.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/ayilax-deactivated20220904/685615094624894976">ayilax-deactivated20220904</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i may be dumb for thinking this but I&rsquo;d love the byers removing to hawkins at the end of s4. I mean now that El got arrested and is probably known in her town for being the crazy girl with anger issues she cant live there anymore so- </p><p>Plus hopper could become the chief again and itd be just so much simple for s5 </p></blockquote>
<p>I mean, El can’t exactly just show back up in Lenora like nothing ever happened.</p><p>Hopper coming back to be Chief of Police would be great. It’s clear that nobody else in that department is competent, so I don’t think most people would worry about how he’s suddenly alive.</p>
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Body: <figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="370" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/16c73b6e2f343a824c74da7f352a5790/22028d81fd869f2d-2f/s540x810/f5e7b4c2ff3cf1b72df4d36073ec1dfce2018bca.gif" data-orig-height="370" data-orig-width="540"/></figure><p>I think this is a perhaps overlooked scene. It’s a pretty significant fight, right up there with “It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!” </p><p>They’ve just both basically blamed each other for the current state of their relationship. Will accuses Mike of never writing him, but Mike fires back that Will should have reached out more.</p><p>I think Mike’s response probably merits a look. Did Will make any outreach of his own?</p><p>It’s clear, even this early, that Mike is perhaps just as upset as Will that things aren’t going well. There’s clearly more he wants to say, and his eyes have already softened as he watches Will struggle to find words.</p><p>We find out later that Mike feels like it’s not the same in Hawkins without Will, that he feels like he lost him. Maybe the problem isn’t that Mike has been favoring El. Maybe the problem is that they’re both afraid of the same thing. They’re both afraid that the other has replaced them, but they’re too afraid to find out for sure.</p><p>The cold greeting to Will could be a result of Mike thinking Will did move on already. It could easily be true that Will didn’t reach out that much, himself. That Byers insecurity could easily have him assuming the worst and thinking Mike didn’t <i>want </i>him to reach out. The second El got a letter and he didn’t, he’d be very quick to think “well, that’s just how it’s going to be, I guess.” It makes you wonder why he got so excited for Mike to visit, though. He went to the trouble of making him a painting. Perhaps that was his plan to fix things between them?</p><p>While I think it’s possible that Mike has figured out something is up because of the painting, it’s also possible that he still cluelessly thinks it’s for someone else. Mike could still be creating this distance not because he’s afraid of his feelings for Will, but because he’s afraid of finding out that he’s lost his Will. In doing so, however, he makes Will feel like he’s lost his Mike.</p><p>Despite it all, though, it still takes nothing more than an upset Will to get Mike to soften up, no matter how angry he might be. It’s a shame that he (rightfully, to be honest) diverts his attention to finding El and making sure she’s ok, because this conversation needed to continue.</p><p><b>TL;DR:</b> Both of these boys are holding back their true feelings until they get angry at each other, not realizing the are both equally terrified of losing the other.</p>
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<p>Argyle is the sort of Oracle who works by getting high and saying meaningful, observant things because he just loses his filter.</p><p>But, wow, damn, good observation here. It makes that exchange so much more meaningful.</p>
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<p>Did we ever get confirmation that this is an actual line?</p><p>It would be perfect for Mike and Will, though. It’s exactly how one of them would ask the other out. The question is: who asks?</p>
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Body: <p>Probably nothing, but when Mike is being told to be home by 9:00 we get this:</p><p>Karen: Be home by 9:00 or no California.</p><p>Ted: And no sweetie pie.</p><p>He doesn’t say “no girlfriend” or “no El” (not that he probably knows her name). He uses a generic term for a significant other, instead. </p><p>Not that I think Ted really thinks Mike is going to see Will, but I find it an odd choice of phrase on the writers’ part. </p><p>Hint or coincidence?</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://byebyeler.tumblr.com/post/685604942672789504/playing-spot-the-rainbows-is-my-favorite-game" class="tumblr_blog">byebyeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p>playing “spot the rainbows” is my favorite game while watching the show. idk if they’re purposeful or just total coincidences but the show is lousy with them</p><p>anyway off the top of my head the ones i remember this season areee… a rainbow heart magnet on someone’s fridge, a rainbow mug in eddie’s trailer, THREE rainbow (or rainbow related) posters in suzie’s room (wizard of oz, &amp; two muppet movie posters with rainbows on them), aaand argyle’s socks. and obviously anything related to the rainbow room</p><p>there’s probably more but that’s all i remember seeing rn</p></blockquote>
<p>There’s rainbows at the bottom of El’s letter to Mike, I think. I can’t find a photo of it at the moment, though.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/685507800744460288/id-pay-the-duffers-so-much-money-for-the" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I’d pay the Duffers so much money for the following scene to happen.</p><p>Will is Tranced, and everyone is panicking, asking what his favorite song is.</p><p>Mike knows, of course, but they don’t have a tape for it.</p><p><b>Mike starts singing it himself. </b></p><p>Boys Don’t Cry. </p><p>Quietly, and awkwardly at first, not even realizing he’s doing it. Then he steels himself and starts belting it out, crying increasingly the entire time. He doesn’t even care that the others are just staring at him.</p><p>Will hears it. The gateway from the mindscape opens and Will turns and sees it. He sees Mike singing his heart out for him. </p><p>We get a parallel to Max breaking free from Vecna, but also Will tearing down Castle Byers, except now he’s remembering all his happy memories with Mike.</p><p>Does a song count as a monologue?</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/willthewise7/685602289041457152">willthewise7</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Interesting choice of character pairing for a promo of the season. Saw one on Netflix with both of them too seems very interesting to me. Volume 2 here we come! </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1153" data-orig-width="1170"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/62dad74e5790a5d17b327a5a01a22254/58a1a72a4329438a-20/s640x960/28f0cac2f3ec8e9ff6afd45937d16dcd02c421ad.jpg" data-orig-height="1153" data-orig-width="1170"/></figure></div></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tommys-16yearoldcostume.tumblr.com/post/685602233674547200/plus-the-emphasis-was-on-the-day-will-disappeared">tommys-16yearoldcostume</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685601943805100032">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spookywheeler.tumblr.com/post/685601544233730048/but-el-opened-the-gate-in-1979">spookywheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685601461194850304">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/nayalovesbyler2/685599890375655424">nayalovesbyler2</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>MAJOR S4 EP 7 SPOILERS!!</b></p><p><a class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/nayalovesbyler2/685599890375655424">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote><p>I&rsquo;ve seen this already get shifted onto El. The claim is that it actually froze on that day because it&rsquo;s the day El opened the Gate, with it only being coincidence that Will disappeared later that day.</p></blockquote><p>but el opened the gate in 1979</p></blockquote><p>She sent Peter into what was presumably the Upside Down in 1979. It was noticeably without form at that time. There was no real lasting evidence of a Gate, though. At least, not like with any of the other ones we&rsquo;ve seen, like when El made contact with the Demogorgon.</p></blockquote><p>Plus the emphasis was on the day Will disappeared, Nancy said “that was the day will went missing” not “when el opened the gate” which, in theory, wouldve been more relevant.</p></blockquote>
<p>In fairness, Nancy would be more likely to associate that day with Will’s disappearance. She may not even know that El opened the Gate that day. </p><p>Of course, there’s still the matter of the writers choosing to bring up Will at all. Nancy could have just looked at her diary and made note of the date itself. She (and the writers) chose to bring up Will’s disappearance.</p>
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<p>She sent Peter into what was presumably the Upside Down in 1979. It was noticeably without form at that time. There was no real lasting evidence of a Gate, though. At least, not like with any of the other ones we&rsquo;ve seen, like when El made contact with the Demogorgon.</p>
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<p>I&rsquo;ve seen this already get shifted onto El. The claim is that it actually froze on that day because it&rsquo;s the day El opened the Gate, with it only being coincidence that Will disappeared later that day.</p>
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<p>These Wheelers are so damaged by their parents’ empty marriage. Please let Holly avoid having to learn this lesson the hard way like Nancy and Mike.</p><p>Silver lining: Maybe we get some El and Steve bonding.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bylrlvr/685593647446654977">bylrlvr</a>:</p><blockquote><p>when the best love stories include deep convos on top of a van / car</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/978c0d08e9d3588e363d269cc1d6f84a/4156fb227bbd8847-fa/s640x960/b63fb844dda502d9c93bddc5cab899335970c509.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>Whoa</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/byler-forever-7/685583205767790592">byler-forever-7</a>:</p><blockquote><p><span class="npf_color_joey">SPOILERS(??</span></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1fedda33ccf1e3da68c98cfd8809d4dd/92cef1ef68c41d51-35/s640x960/42fbb44940e5e96e3e46e6a2a845e951409b5637.jpg" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>Maybe this photo means they are going to reunite after what happened in the Nina project??? So Mike and El too???</p><p>They all have to go to Hawkins to reunite, that&rsquo;s for sure but, will El and Mike talk before?? <span class="npf_color_joey">IDK.</span></p><p>Bcs that would mean his speech could be about Will?? I&rsquo;m just imagining situations sorryHAHAHA</p></blockquote>
<p>They do reunite before Hawkins. Remember that the Pizza Party was last seen tracing the IP location of the computer number the agent gave them. They’re going to go get her, probably after that scene with the explosion in the desert from the trailer.</p>
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<p>They really love them some parallels on this show.</p><p>&ldquo;it&rsquo;s not that deep&rdquo; my ass.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangercleric/685547291443101696">strangercleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/685544886111436800/wait-wait-wait-i-just-understood-something">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Wait wait wait</p><p>I just understood something! Maybe</p><p>I thought the whole Eddie playing guitar in the UD thing seemed random and ridiculous, but now I think I get it: one of them must get Vecna-ed and they all wind up having to go in there to fight to get that person out - including playing their favorite song as a tactic. Will likes rock. It could be Will. Bet you Eddie knows some of his favs or could improvise</p></blockquote><p>I used to think they might be playing for Nancy, because we already know Vecna ​​&quot;took&quot; her, but now I DEFINITELY want him to play a song for Will.</p></blockquote>
<p>The whole Eddie guitar thing screams &ldquo;distraction&rdquo; to me. That doesn&rsquo;t mean it isn&rsquo;t somehow connected to saving Nancy, though. They&rsquo;re already at Eddie&rsquo;s trailer. It&rsquo;s a logical followup to the end of episode 7.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://lak27.tumblr.com/post/685545424893968384/stranger-things-spoilersseason-4">lak27</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Stranger Things Spoilers….Season 4</h2><h2><br/></h2><h2><br/></h2><h2><br/></h2><h2><br/></h2><p>Ok so….let’s say that the Byers house in California has four bedrooms. Jonathan has his own room we saw it….El has her own room…we saw it…..Joyce obviously has her own room….Will does too. If Murray sleeps on the couch/chair/in the living room….where does Mike sleep? I’ll go with on the floor in Will’s room bc as cool as Joyce is…there is no way she would allow Mike to sleep in El’s room. </p></blockquote>
<p>This feels like one of the things they just didn&rsquo;t think about since they didn&rsquo;t need to show it. Mike comes into Will&rsquo;s room with his bag with Will commenting that he was already packed. The suggestion is that Mike&rsquo;s stuff wasn&rsquo;t in Will&rsquo;s room to begin with.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/willbyersapologist/685537971266535425">willbyersapologist</a>:</p><blockquote><p>st4 minor spoilers </p><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><p>“sometimes I think it’s just scary to open up like that. to say how you really feel, especially to people you care about the most. because, what if….. <b>what if they don’t like the truth?</b>” </p><p>that last line is…. interesting. very interesting. we all know that the “truth” Will is hiding is the fact that he’s gay and in love with his best friend but…. he’s saying this to Mike. Finn once said in an interview that Will’s dialogue in this scene really “psychs him [Mike] out”. it “psychs” him out because the truth Mike is hiding is the same as Will’s. the truth is that he doesn’t love El romantically, that’s why he, and I quote “can’t even write it”. this is the truth which “they” (Mike and El) don’t like. </p></blockquote>
<p>That line did seem to hit Mike.</p><p>I think Mike’s next big character moment is figuring out how to tell El the truth. He’s probably going to be afraid of hurting her, and the fact that she’ll have powers again won’t make it any easier.</p>
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<p>Jonathan knows.</p><p>He fucking knows.</p><p>He’s talked to Will. He’s seen the painting. </p><p>He knows everything, and it’s killing him that he just has to sit there, unable to help.</p>
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<p>I was thinking a tree, but it’s really hard to tell that close up.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://strangerthings4theories.tumblr.com/post/685530543062974465/robin-to-steve-if-only-we-could-just-like">strangerthings4theories</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Robin to Steve: &ldquo;If only we could just like, combine. &hellip; If we just combined, our problems would be solved.&rdquo;</p><p>Well <i><b>that</b></i> was foreshadowing in dialogue.</p></blockquote>
<p>I’d be lying if I said I didn’t take hard notice of that particular line.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/nighteea/685530865769594880">nighteea</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I’ve seen plenty of ppl saying that if Will gets cursed by Vecna, they’d play him «Should I Stay or Should I Go» but let’s be honest with ourselves. He had been singing this song for a week, while hiding from the demogorgon in the Upside Down. He fucking hates it, lmao</p></blockquote>
<p>That’s why Mike will sing Boys Don’t Cry, instead.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/685529618796724224/i-just-put-this-text-in-a-reblog-but-i-want-to">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I just put this text in a reblog, but I want to stamp it across main as well, because I feel really strongly about this and I think it’s important to say.</p><p>I saw someone give some very sweet suggestions for possible romantic gestures between Mike and Will that could make up for them not getting to kiss, if they don’t get to. Here was my response:</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>This would all be very sweet to see, and I would love to see all of this, but I disagree. Nothing, in my mind - absolutely nothing - would make up for Will and Mike not getting to kiss. </p></blockquote><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>With all of the kissing that happens in this show, if they don’t kiss in the end it would be homophobia pure and simple. And I know that’s a joke these days, like saying “awww homophobia!” about things that aren’t, but I mean this in a completely serious way. </p></blockquote><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>If you watched Andi Mack like I did, our ship got a beautiful, meaningful scene in the end, and it was gorgeous but it had some extremely painful homophobia underscoring it. They got to hold hands, stare into each other’s eyes… but all the straight ships in the show had gotten to kiss. It was painfully obvious why this couple didn’t get to.</p></blockquote><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>If they don’t get a kiss I don’t care how canon they are, I will fucking riot. I’m fully confident the Duffers will follow through on this love story - storytelling-wise it’s the only trajectory that makes any sense - but if they don’t let these two kiss I am at their front door with a flaming pitchfork.</p></blockquote></blockquote>
<p>It’s not even so much wanting them to kiss as it is wanting them being allowed to express their love the same as any of the other couples. Gay couples not kissing is born out of a need to portray gay relationships as being less than heterosexual couples.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://rockandrollbyler.tumblr.com/post/685529204796899328/i-am-all-for-will-getting-vecnafied-and-cursed-and">rockandrollbyler</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i am all for will getting vecnafied and cursed and shit with mike comforting him after but lets considered it being backwards. will comforting mike for vol2. maybe the same would happen with jopper and maybe jancy and thats why (no i wont let it go) max, mike, joyce, and jonathan are looking to the side (when everyone else looks forward)</p></blockquote>
<p>It could work both ways. Mike pulls Will out of the trance, but then he completely breaks down afterwards when the reality of how close he was to losing Will hits him. </p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://shreya11111.tumblr.com/post/685527987658096641/bluemeetyellow-ok-so-uh-i-didnt-notice-the-neck" class="tumblr_blog">shreya11111</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/685527803600519168/ok-so-uh-i-didnt-notice-the-neck-of-a-guitar-in" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://bluemeetyellow.tumblr.com/post/685527349483143168/ok-so-uh-i-didnt-notice-the-neck-of-a-guitar-in" class="tumblr_blog">bluemeetyellow</a>:</p>

<blockquote><figure data-orig-width="2048" data-orig-height="1540" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/df1bdbe562e4dbb5e50cd28489b300af/bc7f6de60c80e624-43/s540x810/ff8b9844c89c494363ef7dccade567bceac0738e.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="2048" data-orig-height="1540"/></figure><p>OK SO UH I DIDNT NOTICE THE NECK OF A GUITAR IN MIKES ROOM…. n let me just… ik this wont happen LMAO but now im imagining… Mike making a tape for Will… and Will expecting it to be a mix tape.. but instead its. a whole fucking Song Mike wrote and recorded himself for Will .. or recording cover(s) would deal just as much emotional damage 😵‍💫😵‍💫</p><p>(Bonus Points if Eddie has been giving Mike guitar lessons LOL)</p></blockquote>


<p>Oh, shit, I might be right, after all.</p></blockquote>


<p>OMG YES. I WOULD LOVE TO SEE THIS</p></blockquote>
<p>Check this out for a hint as to what it might sound like if <a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685507800744460288?source=share">my </a>and <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mFXMTAaFQ2ln3BJmuwAzDkA">@bluemeetyellow</a> ‘s theories combined.</p><figure class="tmblr-embed tmblr-full" data-provider="youtube" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200" data-url="https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D5POclKYqjDI%26ab_channel%3Dn00ctua"><iframe width="540" height="303" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/5POclKYqjDI?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen=""></iframe></figure><p>Boys Don’t Cry (Acoustic)</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/685528493780598784/ooh-this-would-actually-make-a-ton-of-sense-if-it">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685527718175145984">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Headcanon: &ldquo;Let&rsquo;s start a new party, you and me&rdquo; is written at the bottom of Will&rsquo;s painting.</p></blockquote><p>Ooh this would actually make a ton of sense if it was more of a quote that one of them said way back when they were kids. Like a painting of them on the swingset with that caption. Or even if neither of them explicitly said it to each other at that time, it would still capture the vibe of a painting of them when they were kids, meeting for the first time, about to embark on a friendship/a lifelong bond. So then while it would be a throwback there would also be the implication of confessing current feelings. It would work well</p></blockquote>
<p>It’s not so much that. I don’t think either of them had any concept of what a Party was back then.</p><p>I’m just picturing it being a sort of ambiguous romantic gesture from Will to Mike. It’s something that could mean more if Mike is clued in, he’s basically asking Mike out, but otherwise just comes across as how Will sees their relationship.</p><p>I suppose, for the record, that I personally envision the painting being them on the swings in kindergarten. </p>
Tags: 

Post id: 685527803600519168
Date: 2022-05-28 20:37:39 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685527803600519168
Slug: bluemeetyellow-ok-so-uh-i-didnt-notice-the-neck
Reblog key: oZsqJ03U
Reblog url: https://bluemeetyellow.tumblr.com/post/685527349483143168/ok-so-uh-i-didnt-notice-the-neck-of-a-guitar-in
Reblog name: bluemeetyellow
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://bluemeetyellow.tumblr.com/post/685527349483143168/ok-so-uh-i-didnt-notice-the-neck-of-a-guitar-in" class="tumblr_blog">bluemeetyellow</a>:</p>

<blockquote><figure data-orig-width="2048" data-orig-height="1540" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/df1bdbe562e4dbb5e50cd28489b300af/bc7f6de60c80e624-43/s540x810/ff8b9844c89c494363ef7dccade567bceac0738e.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="2048" data-orig-height="1540"/></figure><p>OK SO UH I DIDNT NOTICE THE NECK OF A GUITAR IN MIKES ROOM…. n let me just… ik this wont happen LMAO but now im imagining… Mike making a tape for Will… and Will expecting it to be a mix tape.. but instead its. a whole fucking Song Mike wrote and recorded himself for Will .. or recording cover(s) would deal just as much emotional damage 😵‍💫😵‍💫</p><p>(Bonus Points if Eddie has been giving Mike guitar lessons LOL)</p></blockquote>


<p>Oh, shit, I might be right, after all.</p>
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Body: <p>Headcanon: &ldquo;Let&rsquo;s start a new party, you and me&rdquo; is written at the bottom of Will&rsquo;s painting.</p>
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Reblog url: https://knownoshamc.tumblr.com/post/685437787149828096/things-i-want-us-to-get-in-vol-2-but-i-am-low-key
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://knownoshamc.tumblr.com/post/685437787149828096/things-i-want-us-to-get-in-vol-2-but-i-am-low-key">knownoshamc</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Things I want us to get in Vol 2, but I am low-key scared we won’t:</p><ul><li>Will showing Mike his painting and Mike is having an emotional response to it</li><li>Then properly hugging </li><li>Mike and El mutually breaking up  </li><li>If Vecna gets Will, Mike being the one to ground him/bring him up. Also super worried Mike please ?</li><li>Bonus points to prev: Mike giving Will a mixtape he has made for his bday but never gave him</li><li>Showing us that Mike has written letters to Will, signed as “Love, Mike”. Seriously if we get just that this season and not a confession I will be happy</li></ul></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://byersenthusiast-deactivated2022.tumblr.com/post/685459953934385153">byersenthusiast-deactivated2022</a>:</p><blockquote><p>the way mike wheeler looks at will byers is something that can be so personal to me</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="970" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/86131cda869171b732ce6a1713153236/683b2a2f159c2f4d-6a/s640x960/b76b30840b02be430949fc487e3f368c198fa5ea.jpg" data-orig-height="970" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="970" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/803ad6e834c8a0d714cbf7d26bdff9f2/683b2a2f159c2f4d-b5/s640x960/01b1373eb783feaf4af3c60bff7c5c6f5721c8c6.jpg" data-orig-height="970" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="601" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ba59fe23591ec7ed1bc805f88b38febb/683b2a2f159c2f4d-35/s640x960/76ae46d8cb39e44380e2b481a6ce507cd4c31f33.jpg" data-orig-height="601" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="350" data-orig-width="524"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ad8c42e3f90b64f05c5c5770191b545b/683b2a2f159c2f4d-8a/s640x960/0cd498e3518cf01395d0d3f8e5aa70eee04f0744.jpg" data-orig-height="350" data-orig-width="524"/></figure></div><p>he is absolutely smitten. </p></blockquote>
<p>Mike&rsquo;s &ldquo;Will Face&rdquo;</p>
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Body: <p>So, the Last Supper painting in Suzie&rsquo;s house&hellip;</p><p>I think I may have that figured out.</p><p>Seasons of Stranger Things tend to take place over the course of about a week. This season started on Friday, March 21.</p><p>Should this season follow that trend, then there&rsquo;s reason to expect it to conclude on Friday, March 28. </p><p>Good Friday.</p><p>For the non-Christians out there, Good Friday (good in the sense that it is holy) is the day of Jesus&rsquo; death by crucifixion. He was betrayed by one of his Apostles, his closest disciples, Judas Iscariot. Judas sold him out to the Romans in exchange for thirty pieces of silver.</p><p>In the story of The Last Supper, Jesus dines with his Apostles for what he knows is the last time. He announces that he&rsquo;s aware he is to be betrayed. </p><p>Theology aside, I think it&rsquo;s pretty heavy handed to couple the appearance of the painting with a timeline leading into Good Friday.</p><p>If this is all intentional, then who dies? Are they betrayed? </p><p>My guess would be that El is captured by Sullivan, with the tortured agent possibly serving as the Judas in this case. As for how, perhaps it&rsquo;s something more like him forcing El into the Upside Down, where she&rsquo;s forced to close all the Gates from the inside. She&rsquo;d be trapped.</p><p>Now, the good news is that, according to Christian lore, Jesus rose from the dead three days later on Easter. This could be the cliffhanger for season 5, with it taking place immediately after season 4. They did say season 5 wouldn&rsquo;t need any buildup like previous seasons. Whoever &ldquo;dies&rdquo; would likely be returning.</p><p>The only thing that gets me is that it&rsquo;s similar to what they did with Hopper already. I&rsquo;d say that this all relates to him, except that Hopper&rsquo;s fate is known well before they get to Suzie&rsquo;s house and well before Good Friday.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/685524318114004992">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Sooooo&hellip;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="476" data-orig-width="604"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/217682585199113c3229e7ed450c910c/40d16ce8259f21b9-c0/s640x960/194a06a025a5262e0bf2b28639584b28d31b1fdc.png" data-orig-height="476" data-orig-width="604"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>I still haven&rsquo;t seen anything that relates to all that twin symbolism David hinted at a while back.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/azaleadynasty/685523591858683904">azaleadynasty</a>:</p><blockquote><p>the qualities messed up &amp; the drawings not meant to be of high standard, this is just what i imagine the painting will did for mike might be similar to</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="750" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fae0eec3ef8d2e1fd9b1868b0945f16e/ac0eb2bf03687de8-0e/s640x960/dd85de845ef34b23d5969f13cffe91cbbd29d419.jpg" data-orig-height="750" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://autismbyers.tumblr.com/post/685522694360432640/sooo-another-thing-i-did-not-understand-because">autismbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>SOOO another thing I did not understand (because I’m probably neurodivergent) is in that “we should be a team” scene did will have crying eyes because mike said they’re best friends or was it just because of happiness?? or was it like a bittersweet feeling because mike said “friends. best friends”</p></blockquote>
<p>I see it as Will trying to keep himself together because this type of conversation is what he’s wanted from Mike for almost a year. You can see him getting emotional before Mike mentions “team” or “friends.” He’s caught off guard because his lack of self-esteem had him thinking Mike didn’t care about him anymore.</p><p>He’s schooling his expression to try and appear nonchalant about what Mike is saying, but he seconds away from crying. His Mike isn’t gone, after all. He hasn’t seen that smile in nearly a year.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 685521996088475648
Date: 2022-05-28 19:05:20 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685521996088475648
Slug: whoa-i-didnt-think-about-that-possibility-that
Reblog key: nPvlLNHz
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/shoepolishpolice/685519744641744896
Reblog name: shoepolishpolice
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/shoepolishpolice/685519744641744896">shoepolishpolice</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Did I hear it right or does Sam Owens wife say <b>‘Peters old school projects’ </b>as in Peter .. as in Henry .. as in Vecna????</h2></blockquote>
<p>Whoa, I didn’t think about that possibility. </p><p>That would be something.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/miatartistry/685520821833334784">miatartistry</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I have a few byler fic ideas and I want y’all to pick what I write next!!</p><p>1. My most recent fic from Mike’s POV (the fic was about the cali gang getting high and byler confessing from Will’s POV).</p><p>2. You know that one song where it’s like 🎵BUT I MISS SCREAMING AND FIGHTING AND KISSING IN THE RAIN🎵 yeah that but make it byler. screaming, fighting, and kissing in the rain.</p><p>3. <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> had an idea where Will is put into a trance by Vecna and the group couldn’t find his favorite song in the mixtapes but Mike knows it, and he starts to sing Boys Don’t Cry by The Cure to try and save Will. They gave me permission to make a fic of it!</p><p>Those are my ideas!! Tell me which one y’all want the most 👀👀</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/685520672403980288">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://mewnamoon.tumblr.com/post/685520279217307648/uhhh-guys-yall-might-want-to-check-this-out">mewnamoon</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Uhhh guys. Y'all might want to check this out. Watch it until the end!</p><p>Is this&hellip; winning?</p><div class="npf_row"><div><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1052" data-orig-width="1096"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/215f07f0ab56fa6992f819438bbec60e/c3019e52edb83fa8-ce/s640x960/74c57e90fbf02532ed8814b18eb7cbefd91b2431.jpg" data-orig-height="1052" data-orig-width="1096" alt="Mike and Eleven Extreme Chaos Edit pic.twitter.com/B5SufYV9GG

— Netflix (@netflix) May 28, 2022"><span class="tmblr-alt-text-helper">ALT</span></figure><p class="tmblr-attribution"><a href="https://twitter.com/netflix/status/1530614076904116224" class="post_info_link post_source_app" _target="blank" rel="nofollow">View on Twitter</a></p></div></div></blockquote><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MML7L3vXzYCgY4-S5iJdCAQ">@flip-flop-lover-will-byers</a> I beg you to watch this </p></blockquote>
<p>June is going to be an interesting month for Stranger Things social media.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/rainbowdazzle/685519016317648897">rainbowdazzle</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I got real excited for the idea of Will seeing the playground he met Mika at in a vecna trance theory but I just saw someone say wasnt that ship/swingset that was leaked just the playground outside the Creel house and I can’t remember but 🤔🤔🤔</p></blockquote>
<p>I had said that, though maybe you saw it from someone else.</p><p>I suppose it doesn’t necessarily mean it can’t also be used for Mike and Will’s first meeting, but I’d be doubtful at this point. I think there’s probably plenty they can use in a Will trance scene without it.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://miatartistry.tumblr.com/post/685515895638016000/id-pay-the-duffers-so-much-money-for-the" class="tumblr_blog">miatartistry</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/685507800744460288/id-pay-the-duffers-so-much-money-for-the" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>I’d pay the Duffers so much money for the following scene to happen.</p><p>Will is Tranced, and everyone is panicking, asking what his favorite song is.</p><p>Mike knows, of course, but they don’t have a tape for it.</p><p><b>Mike starts singing it himself. </b></p><p>Boys Don’t Cry. </p><p>Quietly, and awkwardly at first, not even realizing he’s doing it. Then he steels himself and starts belting it out, crying increasingly the entire time. He doesn’t even care that the others are just staring at him.</p><p>Will hears it. The gateway from the mindscape opens and Will turns and sees it. He sees Mike singing his heart out for him. </p><p>We get a parallel to Max breaking free from Vecna, but also Will tearing down Castle Byers, except now he’s remembering all his happy memories with Mike.</p><p>Does a song count as a monologue?</p></blockquote>


<p>Even though this idea hurts so MUCH the urge to write a fic is literally KILLER UGH THIS IS SUCH A GOOD IDEA</p></blockquote>
<p>I would welcome anyone who thinks they can make a fic out of this to use this idea.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/685515263837339648/mleven-vs-byler-parallels-caring-letters-truth" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>m*leven vs byler parallels</h2><h2>Caring, letters, truth and superheroes:</h2><p><b>Mike tells Will he exchanges letters with El cause she’s his gf. Later mike</b> <b>throws El’s letter (</b>about becoming a “superhero”)<b> in the trash</b>. Then Mike explains to Will, that he had a fight with El (and he probably can’t mend his romantic relationship with her). </p><p>during that prior fight: Mike says he “ <b>cares</b>” for El. And El responds that he “<b>CARES</b>” but<b> doesn’t love her- and can’t even say it out loud to her or in his letters .</b> Instead his<b> letters say “from mike” </b>. Even the flowers he got her had a card that says <b>“from mike”</b>. Mike then tries changing the subject (of him not loving her) by saying El is important to him and  a “superhero”. El then says “<b>not anymore</b>” to mike’s offiscation.  El later sends Mike the letter about re-becoming a “superhero” (she signs the letter “<b>from el”-</b> probably symbolically showing their relationship is probably over). Which is why mike then throws the superhero<b> letter into the trash. </b></p><figure data-orig-width="608" data-orig-height="217" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a4e7f28a5d09b1030fb50950cde09dad/c02315228b1e76d7-a8/s540x810/6ad78cdd1019a9054084b6562e6fe55390efa841.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="608" data-orig-height="217"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="596" data-orig-height="738" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/312f0ccabdd12ef5afa949ed3f48340a/c02315228b1e76d7-ff/s540x810/3903c74b00cf4dd9b6826cf902f117dcefc800d7.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="596" data-orig-height="738" data-media-key="312f0ccabdd12ef5afa949ed3f48340a:c02315228b1e76d7-ff"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="461" data-orig-height="313" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/675f7151d237e6d1470daf06cf79a5de/c02315228b1e76d7-4d/s540x810/c3a15b7036c9130894c135aa664d6bd6527d8d88.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="461" data-orig-height="313"/></figure><p>Mike wonders why he couldn’t say he loved El to her face (before she left). Will says to Mike it’s hard<b> to “say how you really feel”</b> about  people you “CARE” about because<b> they may not like  the </b>“TRUTH”. On one hand it could reflect Will’s fear. But it also reflects Mike’s fear of admitting to El he doesn’t romantically love her-because It’s something she wouldn’t like.<br/></p><figure data-orig-width="861" data-orig-height="648" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1c8b6097b8f55aec4337b8406922487f/c02315228b1e76d7-b4/s540x810/b5ee8a182027e4304ec27b0b2da9625c84fae00c.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="861" data-orig-height="648" data-media-key="1c8b6097b8f55aec4337b8406922487f:c02315228b1e76d7-b4"/></figure><p>After mike threw out el’s letter , Mike states the “TRUTH” is he misses Will and was worrying too much about El.</p><figure data-orig-width="629" data-orig-height="503" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/925f7a7ea0d8a8cf0618d88878d4ad41/c02315228b1e76d7-a7/s540x810/5ca8e6c3cc536c22c540fe687a74f4c0f501b3db.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="629" data-orig-height="503" data-media-key="925f7a7ea0d8a8cf0618d88878d4ad41:c02315228b1e76d7-a7"/></figure><p>Brenner later tells EL “superheroes’ are stuff of fairytales and the “TRUTH” is not that simple, and she cannot hide from the “truth” any longer (even if it freightens her). Aka - (symboliically) the “truth” <b>El doesn’t want to face is that Mike doesn’t “love” her romantically and her trying to become a “superhero” again won’t change that “truth</b>”. which was earlier  illustrated by <b>Mike throwing out her “superhero” lette</b>r . In s3 -4: we see mike/EL dating eachother but both are called out for lying to one another (their whole romance is the <b>antithesis of “truth”-but instead lies</b>.)</p><figure data-orig-width="460" data-orig-height="314" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/32ed61072a2b080440bd182697727225/c02315228b1e76d7-41/s540x810/b0d550f98865e644943d108c21d565bd9a747601.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="460" data-orig-height="314"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="666" data-orig-height="643" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f2125192bfe865cd520c077433042f76/c02315228b1e76d7-cb/s540x810/36dd48ec85037f91497209cdf569d72d53b7668f.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="666" data-orig-height="643"/></figure><h2>lumax and byler</h2><figure data-orig-width="1000" data-orig-height="602" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/184795467923ef5e0e27416c8ace4a46/c02315228b1e76d7-37/s540x810/abc5e2274ac5d3dadddfcf69b08549a1003f3be0.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1000" data-orig-height="602" data-media-key="184795467923ef5e0e27416c8ace4a46:c02315228b1e76d7-37"/></figure><p>Will asks if mike is angry at him, cause he stopped “talking” to him. Then <b>Will mentions how  mike and El share</b> <b>letters</b> (<b>and mike barely talks to him).</b> But Lucas says he’d rather “talk” to Max and <b>doesn’t want a letter</b> (paralleling how Mike threw El’s letter away so he could “talk” to Will). Mike literally throws the letter in the trash like a basketball (to parallel lucas further).</p><figure data-orig-width="538" data-orig-height="779" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9683f1112683c6a75bd2c7b1c0746ff6/c02315228b1e76d7-7f/s540x810/4385538e9a7da250d75969fd2e520551748552aa.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="538" data-orig-height="779"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="325" data-orig-height="725" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cce7f169375015ca2e99efbd0fc855f4/c02315228b1e76d7-ae/s540x810/4fd8c5fdafa07cfcac0e51e4626e5e79c67789f0.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="325" data-orig-height="725"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="336" data-orig-height="263" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8847ba98fee5d1e3e3f6b79751526179/c02315228b1e76d7-61/s540x810/22427250943a6605b6e62a3dff9d2f315ff17a0a.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="336" data-orig-height="263"/></figure><p><br/></p><p> Both pairings had a falling out between seasons. lucas says to max “it’s like you’re not even here anymore”. And Mike says “I don’t know maybe I feel I lost you”. Max/Will take the blame for the fallingout. But Lucas/mike correct them and take responsibility.</p><figure data-orig-width="637" data-orig-height="946" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0fa355ca66dd539f48d598fafd612daa/c02315228b1e76d7-7e/s540x810/a1b3f412c04280650c250d98d191f295c9bd0b7e.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="637" data-orig-height="946" data-media-key="0fa355ca66dd539f48d598fafd612daa:c02315228b1e76d7-7e"/></figure><p>After this Lucas says  he didn’t loose Max ,but he just wasn’t using his eyes to see what was infront of him. dustin: the world is full of the most obvious things that no one by anychance ever observes. Lucas to max : “But i <b>SEE YOU NOW</b>” .  cough oh look at byler staring at eachother.</p><figure data-orig-width="618" data-orig-height="439" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e691f9bab6c34d8fba5b0934163b0d80/c02315228b1e76d7-cc/s540x810/5415c6a992812cadf15811e42a0d2e90da7a9b68.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="618" data-orig-height="439" data-media-key="e691f9bab6c34d8fba5b0934163b0d80:c02315228b1e76d7-cc"/></figure><p>Not to mention Will getting the courage to eventually show the painting to mike… is almost a loose parallel to the letters. So for byler the painting may spur a “talk” about the “truth” of their feelings. A piece of paper can only mean so much. But if the painting said “<b>love Will”</b> that would be a nice touch too. </p><p>It seems like mike and Will are almost contrasting. Mike can’t say he loves El even in letters. And Will seems like he’s about to  confess any minute to mike (and his painting may symbolize his romantic love for mike).</p><p>Also another very obvious byler hint: </p><p>They fight in an arcade (cough a place they used to hangout together). Will says “what about <b>us</b>?” Which initially alarms Mike. Then when Will brings up how they haven’t been talking ,but mike sends el letters . Mike uses the excuse that she’s his girlfriend. And again Will says “and <b>us</b>?” . And mike quickly states they’re “friends”. Will is this close to calling out their relationship.  I swear. And Mike protested too much. XD </p><p>Also don’t get me started on how robin mentions a movie (dr zhigiago) and says its about<b> “doomed love”</b>  - and then  we see the m*leven fight. The film has a subplot about  2 <b>siblings having the same love interest</b>. Heck Yuri even yells about his brother taking his wife. Like ok. Suspish. And no I don’t think the “doomed love ” is the queer ship -like it usually is.</p><p>why? well robin mentions vickie and not being able to confess.  Then right after robin shows the “doomed love” video to Steve. But Steve said earlier to robin. She doesn’t have to worry about confessing to Vickie cause she’s clearly  queer like robin. So does Will have nothing to worry about cause mike’s also lgbt?hmm</p><p>My opinion: </p><p>Mike is still processing his complex feelings but … my oblivious son will eventually get there eventually.  Honestly wouldn’t surprise me if Will confessing to mike is what makes mike finally realize his feelings for Will.</p><h2>also “cool” parallel.</h2><figure data-orig-width="512" data-orig-height="326" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f97a9b4545d0753deeee7ea338c926ee/c02315228b1e76d7-cd/s540x810/8a061b2984c4350d72219576ee139c68384b8bf8.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="512" data-orig-height="326"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="213" data-orig-height="492"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/564df37d1cb82cd6b7f4eeb6751f49a4/c02315228b1e76d7-cd/s540x810/3c2da924473421ae3f3e89592f142be274478852.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="213" data-orig-height="492"/></figure></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/685515610652803072">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>These guess the difference games are getting so difficult😅</h2><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="602" data-orig-width="1000"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/85feafb76a3f03926f1b20d3fdb073c5/b8066e3f27724658-e4/s640x960/96b0fd01de48673d67210138a1fa6d647e4fff6d.png" data-orig-height="602" data-orig-width="1000"/></figure></div><p>They&rsquo;re either both platonic or romantic, just saying&hellip;XD</p></blockquote>
<p>“bUT mIKe sAid wiLL iS hIS fRIenD.”</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/685507800744460288/id-pay-the-duffers-so-much-money-for-the" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>I’d pay the Duffers so much money for the following scene to happen.</p><p>Will is Tranced, and everyone is panicking, asking what his favorite song is.</p><p>Mike knows, of course, but they don’t have a tape for it.</p><p><b>Mike starts singing it himself. </b></p><p>Boys Don’t Cry. </p><p>Quietly, and awkwardly at first, not even realizing he’s doing it. Then he steels himself and starts belting it out, crying increasingly the entire time. He doesn’t even care that the others are just staring at him.</p><p>Will hears it. The gateway from the mindscape opens and Will turns and sees it. He sees Mike singing his heart out for him. </p><p>We get a parallel to Max breaking free from Vecna, but also Will tearing down Castle Byers, except now he’s remembering all his happy memories with Mike.</p><p>Does a song count as a monologue?</p></blockquote>


<p>Bonus points if these memories awaken powers in Will in contrast to Peter saying it&rsquo;s sad, angry memories that you need.</p><p>We have to remember that a roll of 11 wasn&rsquo;t able to defeat Vecna in the campaign. I don&rsquo;t think El is going to be able to do it alone.</p>
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Body: <p>I’d pay the Duffers so much money for the following scene to happen.</p><p>Will is Tranced, and everyone is panicking, asking what his favorite song is.</p><p>Mike knows, of course, but they don’t have a tape for it.</p><p><b>Mike starts singing it himself. </b></p><p>Boys Don’t Cry. </p><p>Quietly, and awkwardly at first, not even realizing he’s doing it. Then he steels himself and starts belting it out, crying increasingly the entire time. He doesn’t even care that the others are just staring at him.</p><p>Will hears it. The gateway from the mindscape opens and Will turns and sees it. He sees Mike singing his heart out for him. </p><p>We get a parallel to Max breaking free from Vecna, but also Will tearing down Castle Byers, except now he’s remembering all his happy memories with Mike.</p><p>Does a song count as a monologue?</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://alreadycrazystuff.tumblr.com/post/685506986857660416/will-reaches-for-his-neck-in-the-new-teaser-image" class="tumblr_blog">alreadycrazystuff</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/685505827411558400/will-reaches-for-his-neck-in-the-new-teaser-image" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>Will reaches for his neck in the new teaser image on Instagram.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="816" data-orig-width="462"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1e6b3da79b87be42a25e937b29cd5a6c/38727921bce0d473-a5/s540x810/00480baade68b8c2592cf6838541f0521513ebc4.png" data-orig-height="816" data-orig-width="462"/></figure><p>So, when do you think this happens for the first time?</p></blockquote>


<p>Vecna’s voice: <i>“WILL!”</i></p></blockquote>
<p>“Welcome home, Will&hellip;<br/></p><p>We’ve missed you&hellip;”</p>
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Body: <p>I said it a while ago, and I’m saying it again:</p><p>All Out of Love by Air Supply is the Byler theme song for season 4. The fact that they’re both feeling each other’s absence in their lives. The lack of communication between them over the past year. The yearning coupled with a fear that keeps the truth from being spoken. How much happier they both are when they open up to each other.</p><figure class="tmblr-embed tmblr-full" data-provider="youtube" data-orig-width="267" data-orig-height="200" data-url="https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dyr3dJxeT4oA%26ab_channel%3DWalterLeung"><iframe width="540" height="404" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/yr3dJxeT4oA?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen=""></iframe></figure><p>

I&rsquo;m lying alone with my head on the phone<br/>Thinking of you &lsquo;til it hurts<br/>I know you&rsquo;re hurt too, but what else can we do?<br/>Tormented and torn apart<br/>I wish I could carry your smile in my heart<br/>For times when my life seems so low<br/>It would make me believe what tomorrow could bring<br/>When today doesn&rsquo;t really know<br/>Doesn&rsquo;t really know</p><p>I&rsquo;m all out of love, I&rsquo;m so lost without you<br/>I know you were right believing for so long<br/>I&rsquo;m all out of love, what am I without you?<br/>I can&rsquo;t be too late to say that I was so wrong</p><p>I want you to come back and carry me home<br/>Away from these long, lonely nights<br/>I&rsquo;m reaching for you, are you feeling it too?<br/>Does the feeling seem oh so right?<br/>And what would you say if I called on you now<br/>And said that I can&rsquo;t hold on?<br/>There&rsquo;s no easy way, it gets harder each day<br/>Please love me or I&rsquo;ll be gone<br/>I&rsquo;ll be gone</p><p>I&rsquo;m all out of love, I&rsquo;m so lost without you<br/>I know you were right believing for so long<br/>I&rsquo;m all out of love, what am I without you?<br/>I can&rsquo;t be too late to say that I was so wrong</p><p>Oh, what are you thinking of?<br/>What are you thinking of?<br/>What are you thinking of?<br/>What are you thinking of?</p><p>I&rsquo;m all out of love, I&rsquo;m so lost without you<br/>I know you were right believing for so long<br/>I&rsquo;m all out of love, what am I without you?<br/>I can&rsquo;t be too late, I know I was so wrong</p><p>I&rsquo;m all out of love, I&rsquo;m so lost without you<br/>I know you were right believing for so long<br/>I&rsquo;m all out of love, what am I without you?<br/>I can&rsquo;t be too late, I know I was so wrong</p><p>I&rsquo;m all out of love, I&rsquo;m so lost without you<br/>I know you were right believing for so long<br/>I&rsquo;m all out of love, what am I without you?<br/>I can&rsquo;t be too late to say that I was so wrong<br/>(I&rsquo;m all out of love, I&rsquo;m so lost without you, I know you were right)

<br/></p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/missfairygodmother/685498276097753088">missfairygodmother</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I think a lot of people initially misinterpreted &ldquo;Dear Billy&rdquo; as being a redemption episode for the racist fucker that is Billy Hargrove but thankfully it isn&rsquo;t. Its about Max. Max and her trauma. The trauma that Vecna feeds on and how she fights his control of it. </p><p>Max has survivor&rsquo;s guilt and ptsd from the night at the mall- she saw him die gruesomely as his body was ripped apart, that obviously haunted her. Its not about making Billy a better person or Max redeeming Billy, its about Max feeling like she doesn&rsquo;t deserve to live and be happy. All of Max&rsquo;s flashbacks are of her friends especially Lucas and Eleven. The people who make her happy and make her feel alive</p><p>Episode 4 emotionally is the best episode. I cried twice in Sadie Sink&rsquo;s scenes. The performance is just so good- max&rsquo;s desperation, her fear and her grief really jumps out. The last scene where she is running is *chef&rsquo;s kiss* everything from the montage, to the acting, music and camera work is phenomenal</p></blockquote>
<p>I feel like Sadie Sink is the star of the season, so far. It’s a shame that she probably won’t get nearly as much credit as she deserves. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/685501234209341440">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Angela doing her presentation on Hellen Keller really does take the cake, doesn&rsquo;t it?</p><p>Virtue-signalers like her who pretend to be open-minded because they shout very loudly about All The Right Things, but then actually treat people who exist in their immediate community like shit are the Absolute Worst.</p></blockquote>
<p>Angela is easily the worst teenager we see this season. </p><p>With Jason, at least you can see where he’s coming from. He legit thinks Eddie killed his girlfriend. He goes way too far in responding to that, but it’s hard to judge him for being upset and vengeful.</p><p>Angela is just terrible. She’s taking pleasure in bullying El, someone who probably is viewed as having special needs. She’s so phony that you can tell the teacher knows, but seems to have mostly given up on doing anything about it.</p><p>Can I also say how stupid the bullies are this season? El never had to rat any of them out. They did all of that just fine themselves.</p>
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<p>His Murray Sense was tingling hard, but it was coming from basically everywhere, so he couldn’t isolate any of it.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://swag-book-queen.tumblr.com/post/685411995007221760/st4-spoilers">swag-book-queen</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>st4 spoilers</h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="768" data-orig-width="1366"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c46aafd27bbd1724bc188aff20d7f28f/13197156c4fc45d5-07/s640x960/d2e8750da669cdce8fabbe9f489955a9347c079c.png" data-orig-height="768" data-orig-width="1366"/></figure></div><p>The look on Jonathan&rsquo;s face during this awkward af hug is just😂</p></blockquote>
<p>The whole reason they were able to bury the agent so easily is that Jonathan was already preparing that spot for a different body.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bylrlvr/685495921322180608">bylrlvr</a>:</p><blockquote><p>mike couldn’t say “i love you” to el, and el shows mike all the letters he sent to her which were signed “<i>from, mike</i>” </p><p>what if at the end of the season mike gives will a mixtape with a note, and it‘s signed “<i>love, mike</i>”</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="650" data-orig-width="1170"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c5dd2fe8f731d9583b924419a9f42565/b1e3980d3a1a7f4b-9f/s640x960/be9847a7d359b8105dbe33965b7dfa1ef548d52e.jpg" data-orig-height="650" data-orig-width="1170"/></figure></div><p>this is what this tweet was</p></blockquote>
<p>They apparently swore it was about a blooper reel a couple years ago (that was late?). </p><p>Still, I feel like it fits amazingly well to be something from Mike to Will. I suppose it’s possible, albeit unlikely, that maybe this wasn’t meant to be used to for marketing, prompting a cover story.</p>
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Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>So&hellip;.</p><p>What exactly was the point of Vickie?</p><p>She was a guest character, yes, so I knew not to expect too much.</p><p>However, in being a guest character, I also know they’d have to make the most of what she had. I mean, I guess she might make a comeback in the final two episodes, but I’m not holding my breath there.</p><p>Literally, all she served to do was give Steve a funny moment and remind the audience that Robin likes girls. Tammy did both of those things, too, and, in my opinion, better. We got absolutely nothing after that pep rally.</p><p>I don’t know what the point of her character was. We don’t need paper-thin characters for representation. They never did even confirm that Vickie indeed likes boobies, even if Steve raises a valid, though crude, point to support that.</p><p>I almost feel like she was created to take a shot at people like us who pick apart details for clues. How did Steve come to the conclusion that Vickie likes girls? He noticed where she had paused Fast Times at Ridgemont High. He proceeded to argue the point despite sounding ridiculous.</p><p>What we don’t know is whether he’s right because the show never said so.</p><p>I’m not sure what’s worse, never finding out or having her make a sudden return at the end, after no buildup, and kissing Robin.</p>
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<p>With all this buildup, Mike going all &ldquo;You know what, I do love El&rdquo; would be ridiculous.</p><p>I&rsquo;m thinking we&rsquo;ve seen as much of Vickie as we&rsquo;re going to see. Still, it would be nice to have Robin help these boys along somehow.</p><p>Also, Steve and Robin are an amazing platonic couple. Steve trying to pump her up about Vickie was so genuine, yet so Steve.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/685462562808168448/i-assume-there-are-artists-out-there-up-to-the" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>I assume there are artists out there up to the task of imagining what Will’s painting for Mike looks like.</p><p>I’d honestly be willing to pay money to see people come up with something during Pride month.</p></blockquote>


<p>Seriously, let&rsquo;s make this happen.</p><p>Pride Month Art Event: Will&rsquo;s Painting to Mike</p><p>Netflix should really be doing this, to be honest.</p><p>I have no clue how to organize something like this, but I was serious about sponsoring it if that helps somehow.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://clericbyers.tumblr.com/post/685463082269540352/that-work-as-a-team-best-friends-convo-dont">clericbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>that work as a team / best friends convo … don’t ask me how many times I’ve rewatched it , how much I’ve paused it to look at Mike’s face, the tears in Will’s eyes as Mike confessed that he felt like he lost Will, that they work best as a team, as friends, as <i>best friends</i>. the fact the subtitles includes [emotional, tender music playing] when Mike smiles after saying “you didn’t have to” and Will turns to look at him . the fact that Will grabbed his painting before they went on the run. oh man</p></blockquote>
<p>Mike&rsquo;s legit telling Will, in the only way he really knows how so far, how much he needs him and how lost he feels without him.</p><p>He might not consciously be aware that he loves Will, yet, but he does know that there&rsquo;s something special about their relationship.</p>
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Body: <p>I forgot the best thing about season 4 so far.</p><p>Since the guy in front of the car wasn’t Will&hellip;</p><p><b>I don’t have to post a face photo!</b></p>
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Title: 
Body: <p>I assume there are artists out there up to the task of imagining what Will’s painting for Mike looks like.</p><p>I’d honestly be willing to pay money to see people come up with something during Pride month.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://willow-lark.tumblr.com/post/685440197700304896/will-literally-looks-like-he-has-tears-in-his-eyes" class="tumblr_blog">willow-lark</a>:</p><blockquote><p>will literally looks like he has tears in his eyes in the scene that mike tells him they should work as a team/friends again STOP I’M CRYING</p></blockquote>
<p>That’s because he does.</p><p>Dude was seconds away from openly crying, and I really wonder where that scene could have gone if they weren’t interrupted.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 685462137992314880
Date: 2022-05-28 03:13:55 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685462137992314880
Slug: i-think-his-saddest-scene-could-be-a-vecna-trance
Reblog key: 8oqSvxQN
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/shanyexe/685445619931840512
Reblog name: shanyexe
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/shanyexe/685445619931840512">shanyexe</a>:</p><blockquote><p>why would he wear an harness y'all.. wILL BYERS ARE YOU OKAY? </p><p>Also Noah saying that Will has his saddest scene in seas 4.. im gonna kms</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1118" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/421efb17b222cac855af997573d7fca4/b47dc5c1b600c0c4-f8/s640x960/cff856c9636327ae11a5dbb1620de76d6ea99f1f.jpg" data-orig-height="1118" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>I think his saddest scene could be a Vecna trance. Anything from Lonnie reappearing, Mike coldly rejecting him, or having to watch Bob die. Take your pick.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/fatherwhencanileavetobeonmyown/685453950182408192">fatherwhencanileavetobeonmyown</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>TELL ME THESE ARENT THE SAME LINES</b></p><p><br/></p><p>“<b>it’s</b> like you’re not even here anymore… it’s like you’re a ghost or <b>something</b>” - lucas to max</p><p><br/></p><p>“<b>it’s</b> not the same without you… i don’t know maybe i feel like i lost you or <b>something</b>” - mike to will</p></blockquote>
<p>I could, but then I’d be lying.</p><p>Both are conversations involving pairings that are out of step with each other. </p><p>I think it’s actually very telling that, for Max, the music wasn’t enough when Vecna had her. It was her memories of her friends, but especially Lucas, that got her out. It was how happy Lucas made her that gave her the strength to break free.</p><p>I’m wondering if a similar thing will come into play for Mike and Will.</p>
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Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/straightasdrarry/685458568361738240">straightasdrarry</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Okay but hear me out. Is there a possibility that mike acted that way in the first few episodes bc of what el wrote in the letter? Remember she mentioned that she thinks will’s got a crush. Or am i going crazy </p></blockquote>
<p>I mean, it could always be brought up again, but I’m thinking that was just there to clue the audience in to who Will really liked. If they wanted to go this route, all they had to do was show Mike reacting to reading that.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 685459015526973440
Date: 2022-05-28 02:24:18 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685459015526973440
Slug: so-that-volume-2-teaser-are-you-seriously
Reblog key: suX2zdzC
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>So, that Volume 2 teaser&hellip;</p><!-- more --><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fe1e02f63bd6de4138adab9e0952e8cc/71b239f00cb690eb-cf/s540x810/878f08b2cd4dd42226694d0ca58d3000ac876807.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure><p>Are you seriously telling me that the Russians have the Mindflayer, or maybe just the piece that came out of Will, captured in their base? </p><p>Seriously?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://sunsetserenade.tumblr.com/post/685456684516343808/so-im-sure-this-has-bugged-a-few-people-and-it">sunsetserenade</a>:</p><blockquote><p>so im sure this has bugged a few people and it tripped me up for a while too, but i understand this now. </p><p>so you know how mike <i>does</i> say he loves el in season 3, but now he can’t say it?</p><p><a class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more" href="https://sunsetserenade.tumblr.com/post/685456684516343808/so-im-sure-this-has-bugged-a-few-people-and-it">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://sevensided.tumblr.com/post/685455704812879872/i-think-vecna-makes-sense-in-the-context-of-els">sevensided</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685455232580386816">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://sevensided.tumblr.com/post/685454479999549440/look-the-mind-flayer-being-an-eldritch">sevensided</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Look, the Mind Flayer being an Eldritch abomination <i>is </i>more frightening than Vecna, because human evil can, to a degree, be rationalised by a villain monologue, whereas the eerie cosmic horror of an interdimensional being with no form, sense, or knowable purpose is terrifying precisely because it cannot be understood.</p></blockquote><p>I like the idea of a human villain, but Vecna is, eh, I dunno. Not feeling it. </p><p>I&rsquo;m a much bigger fan of the Mindflayer, and I hope we find out about its origin.</p></blockquote><p>I think Vecna makes sense in the context of El&rsquo;s story, and you could argue that as a villain Vecna was designed purely to move El&rsquo;s character development. So, for that purpose he&rsquo;s a great villain. But yeah, the Mind Flayer is a much better Big Bad purely because it has no motivation, no reason, no answer - it is the shadow, a persistent fear or evil, &lsquo;like a memory in the back of your mind&rsquo;. Everything that Will says about the MF is a clue as to how powerful it truly is. If a theme of the show is trust, and specifically trusting yourself, how can you do that when reality, your knowledge of the world, is twisted? This was touched on by Vecna but I think the MF epitomises this fear in a more poignant way.</p></blockquote>
<p>I suppose I see your point about Vecna and El. I was more interested in him until he ended up essentially being four characters in one. He was creepy, could strike without warning, and targeted his victims&rsquo; trauma and insecurities. Finding out that he was just some nihilistic sociopath with powers was, eh. To each their own, though.</p><p>I want to know the relationship, if any, between Vecna and the Mindflayer. Dustin sees the Mindflayer as being the one in charge with Vecna being its general, but we don&rsquo;t know that he&rsquo;s right.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://sevensided.tumblr.com/post/685454479999549440/look-the-mind-flayer-being-an-eldritch">sevensided</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Look, the Mind Flayer being an Eldritch abomination <i>is </i>more frightening than Vecna, because human evil can, to a degree, be rationalised by a villain monologue, whereas the eerie cosmic horror of an interdimensional being with no form, sense, or knowable purpose is terrifying precisely because it cannot be understood.</p></blockquote>
<p>I like the idea of a human villain, but Vecna is, eh, I dunno. Not feeling it. </p><p>I&rsquo;m a much bigger fan of the Mindflayer, and I hope we find out about its origin.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://sevensided.tumblr.com/post/685451849457942528/i-was-going-to-do-a-whole-meta-post-but-im">sevensided</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I was going to do a whole meta post but I&rsquo;m actually too sleep deprived, so have this instead:</p><p>Vecna didn&rsquo;t create the Upside Down nor is he the master of it. The version that Nancy is currently trapped in is a fascimilie of Vecna&rsquo;s &lsquo;mind palace&rsquo;, which is connected to the Upside Down. It&rsquo;s another layer, or version, of the Upside Down, which is shallower and closer to the surface of Hawkins. This would explain the breathability/survivability of the Upside Down as experienced by the Scooby gang, in contrast to previous seasons where the Upside Down was clearly hazardous.</p><p>When Will went missing in 1983, him 'falling through&rsquo; to the Upside Down was the connection point between an abstract, nebulous dimension and the reality of Hawkins. That&rsquo;s why the Upside Down has 'snapshotted&rsquo; Hawkins as it was in 1983, because Will is the node between them.</p><p>As far as we know, Vecna hadn&rsquo;t had any contact with Hawkins prior to 1983 and after 1979, when he was banished to the Upside Down by El. El didn&rsquo;t even create the proper gate to the Upside Down until after this fact, so it stands to reason that Vecna was trapped in a shallow layer of the Upside Down until such time that he was powerful enough to break back through.</p><p>Sidebar: I know here some people might say that it&rsquo;s bad writing for this not to be explained, or that there should have been foreshadowing of this moment&hellip; this is a classic problem with almost all television shows in that <a href="https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/Retcon">at some point they will need to retcon their own world-building <i>because </i>they didn&rsquo;t yet know the story they wanted to write</a>. Again, doesn&rsquo;t make it bad writing. It&rsquo;s hard to look into the future and have an entire story mapped out ahead of time. It&rsquo;s like how Eddie/Robin/any other side character wasn&rsquo;t mentioned until their moment of arrival&hellip; because the writers didn&rsquo;t know they existed yet.</p><p>At this point I will posit that <b>Will is central to the Upside Down closing forever - and he has been since the start of the show. </b>He is the touchstone, the contact point, between reality and the Upside Down - he is the conduit through which reality shifted and the dimensions collapsed/blurred over each other.</p><p>It is significant that despite a running theme in S4 being that Hawkins is 'cursed&rsquo;, the Upside Down doesn&rsquo;t exist as such until the gates are opened. Peter has powers <i>without </i>the Upside Down. This is where we have to draw the distinction between Peter/Vecna&rsquo;s <b>mind manipulation powers and the Upside Down as a standalone entity. </b>For example, the place where Nancy is currently trapped? It&rsquo;s stated in the show that this is Peter&rsquo;s mind - it&rsquo;s not technically the Upside Down. It might all be connected, but it&rsquo;s more like they&rsquo;re running around a giant skull dome instead of the Upside Down ether encountered in previous seasons.</p><p>This demonstrates that:</p><ul><li>Peter/Vecna has complete control over his 'layer&rsquo; of the Upside Down, with our characters 'pawns in a game&rsquo;, running around his game board. (See: the chess metaphors in S4).</li><li>Whatever the Upside Down is <i>beyond </i>Vecna&rsquo;s mind palace, it is more foreign, uncontrolled, and unknowable than anything they have experienced so far. The closest approximation to this evil/Big Bad is the Mind Flayer, who is frightening purely because <b>it has no agenda, no 'villain monologue&rsquo; to explain its purpose. </b>It heat-seeks towards Will for a reason we do not yet know, and it is precisely this dumb destruction, this blind power that makes the Upside Down and the Mind Flayer <i>at its core </i>the most terrifying aspect of the show.</li></ul><p>So, tl;dr Vecna/Peter is an embodiment of the danger, but he is not THE danger they have yet to face. He is quite literally a form - in every sense of the word - of evil. He is the unconscious. The Mind Flayer could be the subconscious.</p></blockquote>
<p>I hadn&rsquo;t thought of it being a different part or aspect of the Upside Down. I do think it&rsquo;s odd that it&rsquo;s much more survivable than it&rsquo;s previously been shown to be. I hope they have an explanation for that.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/byerswheeler/685451284128645120">byerswheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p>duffers, if you make will byers suffer even slightly in volume two, you will be hearing from my lawyers. leave him alone and let him be in love. </p></blockquote>
<p>Well, that&rsquo;s kinda inevitable once Vecna senses him, I&rsquo;m afraid.</p>
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<p>I wonder how that would&rsquo;ve continued if they weren&rsquo;t interrupted.</p>
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Body: <p>Totally thinking about how they really released this volume right before Pride.</p><p>Literally the only explicit LGBT moment involved Vickie, who was never to be seen again.</p><p>The best thing to come from that was the line &ldquo;You like boobies! Vickie likes boobies!&rdquo; And that really was more to show that Steve is cool about the whole thing than advance Robin&rsquo;s story.</p><p>And unless Vickie comes back <b>the whole Robin/Vickie thing isn&rsquo;t going anywhere anyway!</b></p><p>I won&rsquo;t lie. It does come across as a possible token gay moment.</p>
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<p>&ldquo;Best friends&rdquo;</p>
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<p>The <i><b>writers</b></i> didn&rsquo;t acknowledge Will&rsquo;s birthday.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://noisbat.tumblr.com/post/685437520336551936/sometimes-i-think-its-just-scary-to-open-up-like">noisbat</a>:</p><blockquote><p>‘sometimes i think it’s just scary to open up like that. to say how you really feel. especially to people you care about the most. because what if… what if they don’t like the truth?’</p></blockquote>
<p>This was the least subtle attempt at subtlety ever. It could never work in a million years on anyone but Mike Wheeler.</p>
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Body: <!-- more --><p>I’m sorry, I still can’t forgive the writers for legit forgetting Will’s birthday.</p><p>I thought for sure with them saying that the first episode took place on March 21st that they would bring it up.</p><p>Nothing.</p><p>Even if Mike somehow forgot, it makes no sense for his family to not say anything.</p><p>God damn, do these people really hate Will for some reason?</p>
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Body: <p>Episode 7 thoughts after the break.</p><!-- more --><p><b></b></p><p>Steve’s just about had it with these monsters.</p><p>I’m not sure rabies should be your biggest concern, Robin.</p><p>Brenner is right by saying that people have both good and bad in them. </p><p>Well, last time she trusted you, Brenner…</p><p>Brenner doesn’t look like he wants to see it, either. El’s probably not the only one hiding from the past.</p><p>Callahan is so imcompetant it’s not even funny.</p><p>Oh, shit, that doesn’t look good, Steve.</p><p>I honestly don’t know how to feel about all this Steve/Nancy stuff.</p><p>This fire-forged friendship between Hopper and the guard is more endearing than I expected.</p><p>It’s a real “we’re not so different” situation.</p><p>Murray, you are a treasure.</p><p>Apparently El’s bullies have the common trait of being stupid. She never needs to accuse anyone because they give themselves away.</p><p>I don’t agree with what Brenner is doing, but I suppose extreme measures are needed when dealing with people with superpowers.</p><p>If 002 feels he can do as he pleases, he becomes extremely dangerous.</p><p>Eddie is trying to be nice, but Steve doesn’t speak that language.</p><p>They’re bonding over Dustin. Awww.</p><p>The only reason they’re going to figure all this out is because Nancy won’t stop running towards the danger.</p><p>“How does the Mindflayer figure into all of this?” THANK YOU!</p><p>If Dustin’s right then the Mindflayer is still at the top of this.</p><p>The Upside Down is two years in the past, at least in the Wheeler House version.</p><p>Ok, none of this makes any sense, but whatever.</p><p>That really shoots down Will having any powers while in the Upside Down, though.</p><p>At least the Hawkins gang has a brain cell between them. Murray and Joyce don’t.</p><p>This is the dumbest plan ever.</p><p>I mean, I know it’ll work, but still…</p><p>Joyce definitely recognized that noise.</p><p>Plot twist: everyone is the Upside Down is actually just on acid.</p><p>Karen must be thinking “At least Mike is safe.”</p><p>There is nothing trustworthy about Peter, and that’s saying something when comparing him with Brenner.</p><p>Everything about him screams “sinister” even though he’s supposedly being kind.</p><p>So how many die before Hopper is able to drive it off?</p><p>There’s gonna be a wild demogorgon (er, a bit redundant I suppose) on the loose very soon.</p><p>And the reunion. Hopper can’t even believe it at first.</p><p>I have a feeling that removing that device was a bad idea.</p><p>Yup</p><p>Sigh, so stupid. How do they explain shit happening to Creel in the 50s then?</p><p>Oh, ouch, Nancy. That couldn’t have been pleasant.</p><p>Uh oh, Nancy is in the pool.</p><p>Yup, El actually stops it. Too late, unfortunately.</p><p>Still, who knows what he would have done otherwise with nobody to stop him.</p><p>NONE OF THIS MAKES ANY SENSE!</p><p>Yeah, Peter, I fear spiders. Thanks.</p><p>Vecna went from being a creepy, mysterious villain to just a raving superpowered lunatic who mutated.<br/></p><p>And the last episode of Volume 1 didn’t even have the California storyline.</p><p>Honestly, they had me until this episode. After having a fairly balanced story, this episode returned to making everything about El again.</p>
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Body: <p>Episode 6 thoughts below the break.</p><!-- more --><p><b></b></p><p>At this rate, there won’t be anyone left in Hawkins.</p><p>Yup, underwater gate.</p><p>Sullivan is the real monster.</p><p>I honestly don’t know if I should believe anything Brenner is saying.</p><p>He seems genuine, but we also know he’s very manipulative.</p><p>This whole season has turned into Eddie starring in a new version of The Fugitive.</p><p>Heh, nice shot</p><p>I guess this was that “kid’s birthday party” we heard about a long time ago.</p><p>This is like The Lost Boys.</p><p>I think Argyle is smitten.</p><p>I want more Joyce and Murray.</p><p>Oh, Jim, don’t relapse.</p><p>I guess the Russians want people fighting the demogorgon nice and full to give it a good meal.</p><p>Oh, Hopper is swiping booze to be able to light up the spear later, isn’t he?</p><p>Yup, a good meal.</p><p>“This is your last meal.” A Last Supper, if you will.</p><p>Peter saying that he knew 001. </p><p>Is this Peter’s “kind” side? It still feels very sinister.</p><p>017? How high do these numbers go?</p><p>Brenner’s hiding something (naturally), but he’s confident she’ll find out anyway.</p><p>“Haunting them.” Is this how Lonnie works in at some point?</p><p>Lucas is really growing up.</p><p>Robin is totally accidentally flirting with Nancy.</p><p>Dustin, don’t you remember the last time your compass was all screwy?</p><p>Jason knows how to work a crowd.</p><p>They’re gonna get Suzie killed.</p><p>Heh, 16-bit. </p><p>Oh, they know when Dustin’s birthday is, apparently.</p><p>Dustin is so happy to be right that he doesn’t care what he’s right about.</p><p>“What is Mordor?” Oh, Steve…</p><p>Looks like Brenner is trying to teach the kids control, not power.</p><p>002 seems like he’s being set up to be the most powerful. I’m waiting for it to turn out to be a red herring.</p><p>Does Peter come across as Johnny Depp’s version of Willy Wokna to anyone else?</p><p>Brenner is on to Peter.</p><p>“Wait until you see my flamethrowers!” Foreshadowing!</p><p>I’m sure this fight is totally staged. Hopper is MacGuyvering this whole thing.</p><p>Yup</p><p>Ah, the “don’t make me laugh” trope.</p><p>It IS going to change the world, Suzie.</p><p>So El was bullied in the Lab too?</p><p>This is why you don’t give unlimited power to children.</p><p>We still haven’t seen El attack the kids. Maybe they just don’t want us to see kids being murdered, but it’s still very ambiguous as to who she’s attacking.</p><p>Watergate. Dustin, you should be hit for that one.</p><p>Steve has clearly never seen a horror/sci-fi movie before if he’s actually swimming to the Gate.</p><p>Dude, you have visual confirmation. Get the hell out and regroup!</p><p>Ah, they’re gonna bring the kids home and give us that Wheeler House scene.</p><p>Look, we know Steve survives, but this is still scary.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 685422412469256192
Date: 2022-05-27 16:42:30 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685422412469256192
Slug: shower-thought-under-the-break-so-i-know-that-i
Reblog key: ptpea8DD
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>Shower thought under the break.</p><!-- more --><p>So, I know that I might be setting myself up to look like a fool, but I was thinking about Mike not sending Will any letters.</p><p>What if Mike wrote some but never sent them?<br/></p><p>What if they say “Love, Mike”?</p><p>It makes me uneasy, though. It could be Mike’s monologue, but it also ominously sets up something bad happening to him and Will finding the letters afterwards.</p><p>I still have episodes 6 &amp; 7 to go, not to mention Volume 2, but it just strikes me as weird that Mike would offer nothing more than a handful of phone calls.</p>
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Body: <p>Episode 5 thoughts after the break. I think I need to take a short break for hygiene and food purposes. I’ll be back soon enough with the final episodes, though.</p><!-- more --><p><b></b></p><p>We now return to amateur night at the ER.</p><p>Sorry, gallows humor is sort of my defense mechanism.</p><p>This guy has been alive this whole time? C’mon, I suspend disbelief a lot on this show as it is.</p><p>I guess they had to find the base somehow, though.</p><p>I really don’t think Owens is gonna survive this.</p><p>And there he is.</p><p>He looks pretty good, all things considered.</p><p>In his own mind, I imagine Brenner believes he’s a good guy.</p><p>I wouldn’t go that far, but perhaps he’s at least on the right side.</p><p>Was that a goddamn morning star? They’re really doubling down on the D&amp;D stuff.</p><p>I’ll feel some satisfaction when Yuri dies.</p><p>Aw, Holly is playing LiteBrite.</p><p>Yeah, Max is suddenly an artist. How the hell is she drawing margins so precisely?</p><p>Dustin is so good with kids.</p><p>“God we need Will!” Thank you!</p><p>I wonder if Ted heard any of that.</p><p>El’s going to be a target soon. This is her traumatic memory.</p><p>There’s the kid we thought could be Will.</p><p>And finally, Peter. There’s nothing seemingly kind about him. Was the bio just a flatout lie?</p><p>They’re making it almost too obvious that he’s the bad guy here. I’m waiting for a twist.</p><p>Good god…</p><p>Argyle is all of us if we found ourselves in this situation.</p><p>Wow, Will. That was subtle.</p><p>Sara’s sickness related to Agent Orange? Heartbreaking.</p><p>You needed each other, Jim.</p><p>Do gates open anywhere Vecna kills someone?</p><p>The creepy swing set is probably just the playground across from the Creel House. Nothing Mike and Will related.</p><p>You know there’s a problem when Murray is the voice of reason.</p><p>And there goes all reason he had.</p><p>So El is basically in an artificial dreamscape. It’s sort of a weird contrast to Vecna’s.</p><p>There was already a 012. So much for that. I highly doubt that’s meant to be Will.</p><p>At least Will saw Wargames.</p><p>Guessing Eddie gets out of this when the next death happens in front of the team.</p><p>Stop it with the fucking spiders!</p><p>Shiptease.</p><p>Yeah, I’m confused, too, Nancy.</p><p>Following the lights probably isn’t a good idea.</p><p>These kids are adorable (“Me, me, me”)</p><p>Wait, but Peter was Peter in 1979. This stuff happened to Creel thirty years before.</p><p>Unless he wasn’t really there.</p><p>But he’s in her memory?</p><p>“They think you’re weak. Show them.” Uh oh.</p><p>I love Murray.</p><p>Not bad, Murray.</p><p>Murray is the only person who would take control of a plane and just randomly toggle switches.</p><p>They share one brain.</p><p>That guy is gonna die in the lake and cause that Gate to open that Steve finds later.</p><p>Yup, here it comes.</p><p>RIP Patrick</p><p>But at least Eddie should be off the hook now.</p><p>Come on, Brenner. You know you had that coming.</p><p>Ugh, I know she’s just doing this because she thinks she has to, but, still, ugh.</p>
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Body: <p>Episode 4 thoughts after the break.</p><!-- more --><p><b></b></p><p>Jonathan is left with the kids for a day and everything goes to hell.</p><p>From El. Well, he kinda deserves that.</p><p>Everything that’s happened and you have trouble believing Max saw a grandfather clock?</p><p>Sadie is doing a bangup job carrying this story.</p><p>Steve’s in “guess I gotta fuck some monsters up” mode.</p><p>Lucas hasn’t once fought to get back together with Max, but his concern is through the roof. He loves her, but refuses to try and force her to do anything.</p><p>I’m gonna buy Erica Duck Hunt.</p><p>“As far as we know, Eleven didn’t create the Upside Down.” Thank you.</p><p>Love Steve for pointing out how weird it is that Vecna has been lying low for decades.</p><p>Never tell Hopper the odds.</p><p>Mike finally talks to Will and it’s about El. Props to Will for swallowing his feelings to help Mike feel better.</p><p>Max writing letters to everyone important to her is heartwrenching. She totally expects to die.</p><p>Robin is a legend. If Nancy has even the slightest interest in women, she should be falling in love right now.</p><p>Cue the Yuri/Murray shippers.</p><p>You know what, how did Joyce get that money, anyway? Did she take out a mortgage on the house?</p><p>Hopper didn’t count on “nosy friend.”</p><p>Hopper never has been a master of stealth.</p><p>KABOOM!</p><p>As subtle as a sledgehammer, Hopper.</p><p>Ms. Mayfield, this is major red flag talk. If I didn’t know what was going on, I’d think Max was planning to kill herself.</p><p>If I’m reading things right, Max having “broken everything” means she blames herself for what happened to her family.</p><p>Ah, they’re introducing music having a calming effect. Man, so much foreshadowing.</p><p>“Stay 5 feet away from the bars” Did they even wait for the guard to be out of sight before they broke all that?</p><p>Mike is finally opening up.</p><p>Jesus, Will is falling in love all over again. </p><p>He’s taking the painting. This is going to be either very good or very painful later on.</p><p>Props to this guy for holding back a goddamn military strike force.</p><p>Jif: the official peanut butter of Jim Hopper.</p><p>Oh, Yuri, you slimeball.</p><p>Lucas…</p><p>A fairy tale. Yes, Grimm’s.</p><p>Robert Englund is owning this role.</p><p>Ok, this season is taking its toll thanks to my arachnophobia.</p><p>Yup, Creel had PTSD and survivor’s guilt.</p><p>Henry didn’t die on site. I’m not convinced he’s as dead as Victor thinks, but we’ll see. </p><p>Maybe he made the drawings that fit together?</p><p>Victor isn’t evil. Not a surprise, but nice to know. </p><p>Tombstone says William. Did they really just change it for the trailer?</p><p>They’re being very honest in regards to Max and Billy’s relationship.</p><p>This is some real mood whiplash.</p><p>Pretty convinced that Vecna feels he is rightfully punishing people for things they feel guilt over. I just don’t know exactly why.</p><p>That or the more trauma someone feels the more power he gets.</p><p>Did I just see the pictures on that table as they passed through the room with patients?</p><p>Robin runs as badly as Mike. Gay. Just kidding. Sort of.</p><p>Totally had to rewind because I thought that grave said Byers. Looks like Myers, though.</p><p>Again with the goddamn spiders!</p><p>Was this going to be Will’s fate if he wasn’t rescued in season 1?</p><p>Come on, Max! </p><p>If it bleeds, we (they) can kill it.</p><p>Alright, Lumax has won me back over. They still have a shot.</p>
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Body: <p>Episode 3 thoughts after the break.</p><!-- more --><p><b></b></p><p>Sam Owens sleeps through helicopter landing outside his house, but is easily roused by his wife touching him.</p><p>Sullivan makes a good point about the deaths looking like something El could do.</p><p>Well, I think it’s clear who breaks into the Byers home now, not that we didn’t already think so.</p><p>Why are you still at the fucking skating rink?!</p><p>Jonathan and Argyle are at peak Cheech &amp; Chong right now. I guess this is what Noah meant by it being the funny storyline.</p><p>Uncle Murray makes dinner. </p><p>El is literally between Mike and Will at the table.</p><p>Oh, my, Jonathan…</p><p>Mike has no tact, but what else is new.</p><p>I’m still not convinced El committed the massacre, but they want us to think she did.</p><p>Vecna seems almost like a puppet here. Is he truly in control?</p><p>Lucas is stuck between a rock and a hard place here, but I know he’ll make the right choice in the end.</p><p>I repeat: this quartet shares a brain.</p><p>Dude, Jonathan, I’ll go see Police Academy 3 with you. I love those movies.</p><p>Mike still can’t tell El he loves her.</p><p>“From Mike” holds a lot more weight than anyone thought.</p><p>Oh, sure, Will. Watch Ewoks instead of Police Academy.</p><p>Play too much Nintendo? We’re not quite up to that yet, Murray. It should only be in limited test markets at this point.</p><p>Hopper is really desperate to trust this guy, but, fortunately, he’s very greedy.</p><p>Something special about the trailer park? </p><p>School counselors aren’t shrinks! Well, maybe she’s just the closest they have in Hawkins.</p><p>Alright, Cagney &amp; Lacey are together. Nancy doesn’t seem disappointed, actually.</p><p>They’re questioning AND detaining El without a lawyer OR a parent present. That’s a big problem.</p><p>Honestly, I’ll take that slop Hopper’s getting over that airline meal.</p><p>The Beverly Hills Cop poster earlier is appropriate considering Hopper is trying to improv his entire escape.</p><p>If a student came to my house over break, I’d probably be worried about being put on a list, but, ok.</p><p>Steve and Dustin will never not be a wonderful thing to witness.</p><p>“You wouldn’t want me to talk to other students about you, right?” I’ve literally said this at work a million times. Kids are always prying.</p><p>A stereotypical mean school principal is rescuing El. She doesn’t appear to be anyone of note, so why the dramatic exit from the car? To evoke memories of Connie Frazier for El?</p><p>Gross, Hopper.</p><p>Nancy is impressed with Robin’s logic, even if she won’t admit it.</p><p>I love how everyone doesn’t even argue with the D&amp;D stuff anymore. Vecna is officially the name of what they’re up against.</p><p>El ordering waffles is expected, but she’s so used to Eggos that she probably won’t like them.</p><p>Whoa, Max is putting it together that she’s next.</p><p>Owens is literally saying all of this in an open, albeit uncrowded, diner.</p><p>RIP these agents showing up at the Byers house. The guy, at the very least.</p><p>And Max is officially on the clock. Sorry, bad pun.</p>
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Body: <p>Episode 2 thoughts after the break. I won’t be reading posts or messages until I’m done.</p><!-- more --><p><b></b></p><p>Ah, Hopper’s POV. He did jump into the Gate.</p><p>Chrissy dying in Eddie’s trailer makes me think the scene with the police in the Wheeler home is them grilling the kids on where Eddie might be.</p><p>Ah, the infamous scene. Will is literally trembling.</p><p>Wow. Poor Will. He lost all his confidence in about two seconds after that restrained greeting.</p><p>From Mike is something for El. Naturally. So much for the mixtape.</p><p>It’s literally Will’s birthday, and no mention of it.</p><p>“If only we could combine.” Foreshadowing?</p><p>Jason seems genuinely disturbed and worried.</p><p>Ah, the Nancy Wheeler “Get the fuck out of my way” walk.</p><p>Side note: This has already been hard to watch in the wake of what happened in Texas this week. </p><p>Murray is glorious.</p><p>Unless they filmed this part during season 3, the biggest crime here is making David grow that horrible mustache again.</p><p>Jonathan knows. He knows Will is upset and why.</p><p>El is lying her ass off. “Why do you keep lying to Mike?”</p><p>Vomit green does go nicely with that outfit, Mike.</p><p>Sidebar: I can’t hear Rock Me, Amadeus without hearing the Simpsons version (“Dr. Zaius, Dr. Zaius!”)</p><p>I’m gonna find it hard to hate Jason. He’s got a good reason to go after Eddie, as far as he knows anyway.</p><p>Jesus Christ, Fred. Guess we better not get too attached to you.</p><p>Aw, Argyle and Jonathan only have each other. </p><p>Jonathan is lying to Nancy. He’s afraid of ruining her life and turning into his parents. </p><p>Couples lying to avoid facing difficult truths.</p><p>Mike is as clueless as ever, about pretty much everything.</p><p>Well, literally nothing happened at the rink involving powers or a beatdown.</p><p>Murray being overprepared is coming in handy.</p><p>Hello, Colonel. You don’t look at all like you’re going to be a problem.</p><p>This chaotic quartet shares a brain, but it’s a good brain.</p><p>Did they just leave Maya’s brother locked in the video store?</p><p>Puppy!</p><p>Ah, there it is. So long, Fred.</p><p>So that’s how Nancy finds out about Victor Creel. I was wondering how that wasn’t an urban (rural?) legend.</p><p>Murray knows better than to try to stop Joyce.</p><p>Mike’s been ignoring Will ever since the move, and he still gets mad at Will for his attitude. I know you’re going through stuff, Mike, but god…</p><p>It’s looking like Mike didn’t forget his birthday, though. The writers did.</p><p>Angela totally deserved that.</p><p>“Don’t worry. Steve will get em with his oar.” I’m sure that’s not foreshadowing or anything.</p><p>Vecna seems to be consuming people for power, but apparently only those with trauma?</p>
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Body: <p>Episode 1 thoughts under the break.</p><!-- more --><p><b></b></p><p>Opening sequence: misdirect. El probably stops it, and we see the aftermath. Brenner actually cares, or another misdirect?</p><p>March 21, 1986. Had the timeline right. Mike visits ON Will’s birthday.</p><p>Dustin and Suzie haven’t seen Wargames, apparently.</p><p>Steve trying to pump up Robin for Vickie is great. (“You like boobies! Vickie likes boobies!”)</p><p>Ms. Kelly outside greeting students. Nice.</p><p>I can see Lucas’ argument. He enjoys his nerdy interests, but is tired of the stigma.</p><p>Having a bully do a report on Helen Keller is a rather heavy handed way to demonstrate her phoniness.</p><p>El not having good presentation skills isn’t surprising.</p><p>That teacher is terrible for allowing that. Even if she didn’t know El’s father is dead, it was clear in context.</p><p>Technically speaking, El’s project did fit the parameters. Hopper being in a newspaper makes him historical, albeit on a small scale.</p><p>Probing questions.</p><p>How the hell old is Eddie?</p><p>They’re going all-in with Argyle being a stoner.</p><p>Ah, yeah, the car fire is Fred.</p><p>Nancy and Jonathan are both making excuses for not visiting each other, but still say a lot nice things about each other to other people.</p><p>Eddie making Chrissy laugh was nice. Shame it won’t last.</p><p>El is gonna mess Angela up later.</p><p>Joyce in her front yard rigging up a device to destroy a porcelain doll is peak Joyce Byers.</p><p>Joyce and Murray are gloriously chaotic together.</p><p>Steve was right. Muppet.</p><p>The Steve/Robin friendship might be damaging to both their attempts at love.</p><p>God I love Erica.</p><p>An 11 is a miss. Foreshadowing?</p><p>Glory to the Sinclairs! Wow, I called Erica rolling a Natural 20!</p><p>Ah, so this is how Eddie will get blamed for Chrissy’s death, I take it.</p><p>Chrissy in a trance is very similar to Will when the Mindflayer entered him.</p><p>Jesus Christ, indeed, Eddie.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/mayabruhbruh/685357777246355456">mayabruhbruh</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>i hope they address Mike and will’s matching watches bc literally how did they get away with that HOW </h2></blockquote>
<p>They’re not actually matching, I’m afraid. Will has a Nelsonic Q*Bert game watch, and Mike has a Casio Calculator watch. They’re both still very nerdy watches.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/685357425403052032/this-is-the-vibe-one-huuuundred-percent">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tommys-16yearoldcostume.tumblr.com/post/685356690917539840/i-feel-like-were-all-preparing-for-a-big-slumber">tommys-16yearoldcostume</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I feel like we’re all preparing for a big slumber party, getting our snacks ready, our comfy clothes our laptops charging. Im excited actually</p></blockquote><p>this is the vibe one huuuundred percent</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p>Apologies to anyone whose Asks I haven’t answered, but I will be clearing out my Askbox tonight so it is uncluttered when I come back after watching season 4. I might not be the most popular blog around here, but I do expect a fair amount of messages.</p><p>I’ll be lurking a bit longer tonight, but I’m mostly done here until I get to see all of Volume 1.</p><p>Until then&hellip;</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="202" data-orig-width="360"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/89776d5c7cae784ec08111195b111ad2/e14f24217919e037-ad/s540x810/c7991c5accecdfe9b41341eeb1cb8c965a7f7091.jpg" data-orig-height="202" data-orig-width="360"/></figure>
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<blockquote><p>For me:</p><ul><li>I’m queer and I’ve been in Will’s shoes falling for a close
friend</li><li>I’m queer and I’ve been in Mike’s shoes struggling to
understand my sexuality </li><li>I think stories portraying confusion over sexuality deserve
to be represented, to provide a window into many people’s real-life experiences</li><li>I find Mike and Will to be well-written and compatible
characters with a lot of buildup to their relationship</li><li>I already loved Stranger Things before seeing Mike and Will’s
bond as potentially romantic</li><li>Mike’s character makes more sense to me if I don’t view him as straight</li><li>I think El will have more interesting character development
outside of a romantic relationship at this point in her story, and I look forward to seeing her grow as an
individual</li><li>I see potential for a meaningful depiction of platonic love after
a breakup in Mike and El’s continued relationship</li><li>I think Byler connects thematically to the rest of the show
in several ways</li><li>I think romantic relationships have just as much of a place
in sci-fi shows as in other shows</li><li>I think queer romance has just as much of a place in
mainstream shows as straight romance, and that includes its depiction with two
major characters</li></ul><p>Feel free to add your own. If you’re new to the tag, I hope this
helps shed some light on where many of us are coming from. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/onlybyler1208/685321139217694720">onlybyler1208</a>:</p><blockquote><p>HOLY SH****!! A NEW PHOTO WITH THE BYLER!!😳😵🤯🤯</p><p>Cr. sthingsspoiler IG </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="658" data-orig-width="1170"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/30b34e420cee9ea870648f688502af0b/a8c3756d62ce9889-0a/s640x960/c0487c7e0c526ae0e94f4c8858b55d6c5e2647eb.jpg" data-orig-height="658" data-orig-width="1170"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>The Last Supper hanging in a Mormon household is a bit much. It reminds me of Birdcage.</p><p>&ldquo;So this is hell&hellip;and there&rsquo;s a crucifix here.&rdquo;</p><p>Dare we go into the potential foreshadowing of this painting considering it&rsquo;s depicting Jesus telling his apostles that one of them will soon betray him?</p>
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<p>Oh, I agree. The only way it would work is if it somehow was them piecing together the drawings he had given Mike over the years. That or it happens after the Pizza Party gets to Hawkins. It&rsquo;s still an interesting idea.</p>
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<p>That would really be something. Will being out of red did seem a bit of an oddly specific detail, now that you mention it. </p>
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<p>If this is Mike reading El&rsquo;s letter where she tells him she thinks Will has a crush on a girl, then, yeah, Mikey Boy is headed right into that closet, whether he&rsquo;s consciously aware of it or not.</p>
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<p>The implications become unfortunate when you get to the far right.</p>
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Body: <p>FYI, even though Google tells me 

40.7411 N 73.9894 W is at the Flatiron Building, the Stranger Things Instagram is tagging the Empire State Building. It said whatever it is will be at 8:30pm ET.</p><p>I don’t know about any of the other locations around the world, but I thought any of my followers in New York might want to know.</p>
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<p>Ok, this made me laugh.</p>
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<p>I&rsquo;ve been wanting this song in Stranger Things for a while now. In my mind, it would be about Mike.</p>
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<p>They&rsquo;re not exactly matching, I&rsquo;m afraid.</p><p>Will is wearing a Nelsonic Q*Bert game watch.</p><p>Mike is wearing a Casio Calculator watch.</p><p>Still, both are appropriately nerdy choices for watches.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/skythanlmao/685234770347802624">skythanlmao</a>:</p><blockquote><p>wait guys is vickie gay? cuz idk i saw that boobies clip but wasn&rsquo;t it just robin and steve talking and some music was going on? I&rsquo;m confused is vickie gay?</p></blockquote>
<p>We don&rsquo;t really know. She was theorized to be Robin&rsquo;s love interest from the start. Then there was a photo of Robin looking happily over at her, which backed up that theory. She has a pretty small role, though, I think.</p>
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<p>This would make more sense than Max being able to suddenly draw that well. </p><p><i>Maybe</i> if she were possessed. </p><p>Am I the only one who notices the perfect margins on those drawings, though? It makes them look machine-produced. </p>
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<p>I think Steve probably gets torn up a bit, so he has to ditch his shirt. Eddie probably gains some respect for Steve after seeing him take on the demobats, and he lets Steve wear the vest.</p>
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<blockquote><p>There’s a new message at the Surfer Boy Pizza phone number! <br/><br/>Call (805) 45-PIZZA (805-457-4992) and you’ll hear this message in Eduardo Franco’s voice: <br/><br/>“Surf’s up! Surfer Boy Pizza, this is Argyle speaking. We
make everything fresh here at Surfer Boy, except for our pineapple, which comes
from a can. But I still highly recommend slapping some juicy pineapple on your
pie. Oh, fruit on your pizza’s gnarly you say? Well I’d say try before you
deny! (laughs) Hello?”<br/></p></blockquote>


<p>I&rsquo;m with Argyle here. Despite being half-Italian and initially finding the idea of pineapple on pizza gross, once I actually tried it, I found out I really like it.</p><p>Try before you deny. </p>
Tags: 

Post id: 685138028383158272
Date: 2022-05-24 13:22:20 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685138028383158272
Slug: theyre-just-going-to-say-that-anytime-someone
Reblog key: hyglQjHw
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/gloomyoutsider/685137219923607552
Reblog name: gloomyoutsider
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/gloomyoutsider/685137219923607552">gloomyoutsider</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I CANNOT BREATHE</p><p><b><span class="npf_color_joey">THEY SAID IT AGAIN WTF IS GOING ON?!! </span></b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1317" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b4101b73271be32e9a2975e423981c3a/d5a9fda6b4fb06b3-13/s640x960/16549f0736ee518f140f2b5fca070ce0ab8a8e89.jpg" data-orig-height="1317" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="692" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/23981b809d54aa2a25510bc62e15d589/d5a9fda6b4fb06b3-f1/s640x960/ce8b786e1f823d418466ea7e9e5452074e03e94f.jpg" data-orig-height="692" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>They&rsquo;re just going to say that anytime someone mentions the word crazy.</p><p>Now, as for what they&rsquo;re advertising for Thursday&hellip;.</p><p>Anyone near the Flatiron Building in New York?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spookywheeler.tumblr.com/post/685126443027529728/at-least-the-homophobes-in-this-fandom-will-shut">spookywheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p>At least the homophobes in this fandom will shut the fuck up now that &ldquo;Will isn&rsquo;t gay, he just doesn&rsquo;t want to grow up!&rdquo; and that is enough for me for now </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/685086691207380992">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9853c09c10c38f5d58ad631c53c36459/2ca1ef73adfe6e01-87/s640x960/0ed84e65576302d643f8a32fbee5b6398f6e0f7b.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p>Alright, Will is looking at Mike here because he likes him. That is undeniable. Everyone knows it. The dogs on the street know it. </p><p>So, is there any way to contextualise Mike looking back , holding his gaze and looking determined while Will look surprised, in a <i>platonic</i> way? </p><p>Any way to contextualise Mike’s entire body being oriented towards Will, as opposed to the s3 one where he was looking in a confused and sad way at his and El’s joined hands while his feet were pointed away, in a <i>platonic</i> way? </p></blockquote>
<p>Except, when <i>I</i> look at this, I see Mike looking at Will with longing, with Will noticing and looking back, confused.</p><p>I suppose it&rsquo;s a matter of perspective. Regardless, Mike in no way looks like he&rsquo;s looking at Will in a platonic way.</p>
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Body: <p>Not Stranger Things related (gasp!), but I want to cultivate some good vibes.</p><p>I just sent off an application for a position at a different school. I wasn’t looking to leave where I am, but this is the school I’ve wanted to work at from the beginning. The counselor who supervised my internship (the equivalent of student teaching) is retiring, and I’d be moving into her position.</p><p>This would be a huge jump for me, both professionally and financially. It would also be a much easier commute. Please cross your fingers for me!</p>
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Body: <p>Anyone else think it&rsquo;s interesting just how forthcoming they&rsquo;re being now regarding Will? I mean, I know <i>we&rsquo;ve</i> known for a while, but it was still kept implicit for years until now.</p><p>Why be so open about it all of a sudden? Sure, they aren&rsquo;t telling us exactly what the situation is, but they&rsquo;ve been so coy about Will in the past. It makes no sense to me for them to talk like this if it was just to have Will be rejected.</p>
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Body: <p>Let me just remind everyone that, intentional or not, Netflix will be marketing Volume 2 during Pride Month. You know, that time of the year where all big companies pretend like they&rsquo;re all huge LGBT allies. There&rsquo;s no way Will&rsquo;s storyline isn&rsquo;t highlighted for that marketing.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know what&rsquo;s going to happen, but the press will be all over it regardless. What remains to be seen is if it&rsquo;s positive or negative. </p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://lev-calder.tumblr.com/post/685035557862227968/oh-here-are-the-byler-bits-of-the-volume-1" class="tumblr_blog">lev-calder</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>oh here are the Byler Bits™<b> </b>of the volume 1 reviews if you wanna see what i’m talking about but don’t want the rest of the season spoiled for you. spoilers under the cut for byler/will plotline but nothing else</p> <p><a href="https://lev-calder.tumblr.com/post/685035557862227968/oh-here-are-the-byler-bits-of-the-volume-1" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>


<p>“Looks like it’s going to be up to us again,“ Mike says at one point during the season. Will simply replies: &ldquo;It always is, isn’t it?” </p><p>“They’re all in their late teens now, their characters wrestling with grown-up relationship problems (there are hints of a surprise love triangle between Eleven, Mike and Will Byers).”</p><p>“Wolfhard’s own busy schedule as a hot up-and-coming film actor, he’s largely relegated to some charged heart-to-hearts with Will (Noah Schnapp,”</p></blockquote>


<p>&quot;surprise love triangle&rdquo;</p><p>Byler fans:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/27ee5cada5c681e5b808ffabb5e7de43/6fdaa51c9d0b0825-aa/s2048x3072/d5f536c11ae9ae9687090562451926f9a20de58d.gif" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="640" data-media-key="27ee5cada5c681e5b808ffabb5e7de43:6fdaa51c9d0b0825-aa"/></figure>
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Body: <p>The posts from <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m-5NttrM27U2wcyZwesd9Pg">@st4superhell</a> are hilarious, but, I swear, it takes me about .6 seconds each time to look and see who they’re from, and I’m momentarily baffled until I do.</p>
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Body: <p>So, maybe it’s nothing, but this is just too much to ignore.</p><p>We know that season 4 is broken into two volumes, whose release dates nicely bookend Pride month.</p><p>The new countdown on iamhellsmaster.com, which shows up when you solve the LiteBrite puzzle, ends at 8pm ET on June 1st. The background is the Rainbow Room.</p><p>I don’t know exactly how this all fits together, but that’s a lot of LGBT symbolism. Too much to be coincidental, if you ask me.</p><p>It’s enough to make me rethink my original theory that the Upside Down represented the Closet, and that Will survived being in it only because he had friends and family who loved him enough.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/solgmorell/684928004907024384">solgmorell</a>:</p><blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtube.com/watch?v=O_Z9qk7yN5w&amp;feature=share" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/O_Z9qk7yN5w?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><p>Watch this interview RIGHT NOW!! At some point the interviewer mentions to Finn and Charlie how their characters are kind of in the same situation but they both deal with it very differently (I assume she’s talking about long distance relationships) Then Finn, Charlie and Eduardo joke about how the Duffers never wrote a scene where Mike and Jonathan talk about their girlfriends lol. But then it gets REALLY interesting. Finn starts answering seriously and completely derails the question from Mileven to talking about relationships in GENERAL (A thing I’ve noticed Finn has been doing a lot in interviews) and he says that Mike is very much in his own head and that he cares a lot but it’s a bit socially inept. Now why the fuck would this be about Mileven?? They’re literally constantly making out in S3, they technically confessed their love for each other and they’ve been constantly writing letters to each other and he shows up at the airport with flowers. So you may be wondering…which relationships is he talking about? Well then Finn proceeds to say that for Mike is very hard to talk about how he feels for someone and then his brain immediately makes the connection to say “I think Will, or Noah, has a line this season that’s basically saying sometimes it’s hard to be vulnerable with someone or tell them what you really think” and Finn continues to say that this is something that really psychs Mike out. I mean…the fucking question was about Mileven and this dude is out here reciting Will’s line 😂💀. Then he goes on to say that the way he loves people is by trying to save their lives basically….I mean do I need to say more? I think a lot of this can apply to multiple relationships of his like El, his mom, his other friends but if you don’t think this motherfucker slipped up here and went full Byler I don’t know what to tell you…We’re in for something!</p></blockquote>
<p>I’m thinking of the possibility that Mike suddenly shuts out Will because he realizes how he feels. He goes from being vulnerable with Will to not because he now realizes what that means, and it scares the hell out of him.</p>
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<p>Sorry, but I distinctly remember Bubble Tape as being advertised as “six feet of bubble gum for you, not them.” He’ll be breaking the law if he shares.</p><p>Come to think of it, I don’t know that Bubble Tape even existed in 1986. It might just be his own gum.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://blognarrymybabes.tumblr.com/post/684883635577421824/unpopular-opinion" class="tumblr_blog">blognarrymybabes</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I hope this one is not and some of you do feel this way lol </p><p>I love Mike. Okay. I love Mike. </p><p>But he gave Will the boot when Will was begging to play D&amp;D and now he is UP and OUT in a Club no less</p><p>-_____- </p></blockquote>
<p>It’s because he was rejecting that part of himself. Will was, sadly, just the personification of everything, and I mean <i>everything</i>, he was trying to deny.</p><p>The fact that he’s back into D&amp;D is a very good sign. It means he’s accepting that it’s part of who he is again.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/unmatchedtemptress/684877479020806144">unmatchedtemptress</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Mike making Will a mixtape because he knows that Will loves music and Will making Mike a painting because he knows that Mike loves his drawings </p></blockquote>
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<p>Cue Erica rolling a Natural 20 and one-shotting the final boss.</p>
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<p>I mean, it does sort of look like the person might be wearing a vest. That person&rsquo;s shirt seems to fit looser around the arms than Steve&rsquo;s shirt, though.</p><p>At least we&rsquo;ll probably find out in less than a week.</p>
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<p>This is something I’ve been wondering about for quite some time. From Mike just screams “gift” and it seemed too fit perfectly with season 4 taking place around Will’s birthday. Now, if only we had any clue that the writers remembered that.</p><p>It’s such an interesting possibility. Imagine Mike making Will a heartfelt mixtape full of his (still confusing) feelings. He reads El’s letter where she says she thinks Will has a crush on a girl, and he gets discouraged. Do you think he’d decide to leave the mixtape at home, feeling like it’d be humiliating to give it to him now, even though he isn’t quite sure why. It would make it look like Mike forgot Will’s birthday, but the truth would be that he just chickened out.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://thebrokengate.tumblr.com/post/684772164234280960/time-after-time-a-byler-song-analysis" class="tumblr_blog">thebrokengate</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>

I’m not sure who was asking now about Time After Time by Cyndi Lauper and whose perspective it fit better (I do remember seeing your post a while ago on the Byler tag, and should you see this, please let me know and I will credit you), but after a while of careful consideration whether it should come from Mike or from Will, I’ve deduced that… it’s from both of them. Let’s have a look at these lyrics.<br/></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="511" data-orig-width="401"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1c998ebb566a222fd18a2fc09aa9b6a3/6b7fd86761a922f6-1d/s540x810/b2433e170353da430b2033577769f30f0d331cb8.png" data-orig-height="511" data-orig-width="401"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="607" data-orig-width="399"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/70df74aff2791bdc974e41f6a43d0cbf/6b7fd86761a922f6-3b/s540x810/af175579b8f35afeb9618948a34501aba939289b.png" data-orig-height="607" data-orig-width="399"/></figure><p>As far as my figuring goes, I believe the first half of the song is from Mike while the second half is from Will. <b>“Confusion is nothing new”</b> is very much a Mike line, considering what we’ve seen of his character thus far. He takes things literally (<i>think: “wait, there’s something that literally say ‘I’m sorry’?” when looking for a present for El in season 3 episode 2</i>), he’s oblivious (<i>”sometimes your total obliviousness just blows my mind” - Dustin in season 1 episode 6</i>), he has to take guidance from everyone for his relationship with El.. but even more so, he’s confused by his own feelings and sexuality, mixing up platonic and romantic feelings between both El and Will.</p><p><br/></p><p>Another Mike line is <b>“I fall behind”</b>. If you go back and watch season 2, there are plenty of scenes where Mike either falls behind the group or is in the background (<i>Mike behind the rest of his friends playing Dragon’s Lair at the arcade, Mike behind the boys when they observe Max skateboarding from afar/him falling behind the group when they run to see the note she threw in the trash can, Mike falling behind everyone again when they go to join Max in trick-or-treating after she jumpscares them as Michael Myers, just to name a few instances</i>). Of course, this song was played in the finale of season 2, which makes this point even more apparent to me.<br/></p><p><br/></p><p>Now for Will. <b>“Watching through windows; You’re wondering if I’m okay”</b>. That is a <i>lot </i>of what Mike did for Will throughout season 2. He was very consistent in checking up on Will, so much I’m sure I don’t have to tell you. So much that I’ve even joked with a good friend of mine before that Mike should get “I’m worried about Will” or “Will, what’s wrong?” tattooed on his forehead. But even more so, this line first reminded me of when Mike came to Will’s house in episode 4 to check up on him when he didn’t show up that day at school after his Upside Down/Mind Flayer episode on the field the day before.</p><p><br/></p><p>But what about <b>“Secrets stolen; From deep inside”</b>? I can tell you, my first thought with this line happened to be the Byler fight. Why? Because that is precisely what Mike did to Will that day with the ever so popularly mentioned line, <i>“It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!”</i> Will’s sexuality up to this point has gone almost unspoken; it’s something that most of the audience is certain about without ever being 100% confirmed. But this one line from Mike practically ripped him out of the closet, brought to the surface between them for the first time. In other words.. stealing Will’s secret: his sexuality.<br/></p><p><br/></p><p>The second half of the song is so much more obviously Will while the first half takes much more thought and attention to little details - just the way both characters are presented in the show. It’s easier to deduce that Will is gay based on surface level text, while Mike’s sexuality takes much more digging into deeper level subtext and imagery, and general audiences often have far more trouble coming to the conclusion that Mike is not straight. It’s well reflective of both of their characters to a T, and the chorus is affirmation of just how much they are there for each other and always have each other’s back.. time after time.</p><p><br/></p><p><b>A love letter between both of them.</b></p></blockquote>


<p>I know I wrote a bit about this song and whether it was foreshadowing not too long ago. I don&rsquo;t know if that&rsquo;s the post you&rsquo;re referring to, though.</p><p>Regardless, this is a good read. Thank you for sharing your thoughts on the matter.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/684729180012822528">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://rosetylerism.tumblr.com/post/684728616084520960">rosetylerism</a>:</p><blockquote><p>theres a song on the st4 tracklist called “i love you too, mike” and the mlvns are losing it im sorry its making me laugh. that boy is gay and it is being said by will byers</p></blockquote><p>It’s fake </p></blockquote>
<p>Maybe we&rsquo;ll get The First I Love You. </p><p>Last time the L was left intentionally lowercase.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/684713867844222976">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p>The fact that we&rsquo;ve been told that eddie &amp;steve have a  &ldquo;rivalry &rdquo; over essentially competing  to be Dustin&rsquo;s -adoptive big brother. Is low key  hilarious. Can&rsquo;t wait. 🤣</p><p><a href="https://href.li/?https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=-ya1umQTtmc&amp;feature=youtu.be"><b>Interview</b></a></p></blockquote>
<p>Poor Steve. </p>
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<p>I don&rsquo;t want to know of any spoilers, but I just want to chime in here and and say that we should make &ldquo;Kaypeace was right&rdquo; a tag if it does end up being the case. </p>
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Body: <p><b>For the love of Vecna, people, please put spoilers underneath a Keep Reading break! </b></p><p>It’s fine that you want to share things, but some of us are trying to avoid spoilers. We don’t want to read them by accident as we scroll.</p>
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<p>I don’t like to binge, but it’s all I can do if I don’t want to get hit with spoilers. I was really hoping they’d do what Disney+ does and release episodes weekly. </p><p>I guess the fact that they’ve split it in half is something, at least. </p><p>Though, now apparently volume two has very long episodes. </p><p>Sigh, good thing I’ll be on summer break at that point. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/684590673539858432">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>Interesting, they put Millie and Noah together for interviews.</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1269"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fdb6c3d91c83ff2925c94557c8f2c1dd/7e0b649454294224-a6/s640x960/9b038ed4a5f20bcc5a1918a547e56802b37a4a5c.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1269"/></figure></div><p><b>Let Frogface be somewhere else please. This is a nice duo and this is interesting if it hints at anything for these two characters&rsquo;s stories, both respective and together. Especially their relationship and how it grows or evolves in Season 4.</b></p><p><b>I am sick of the pretty obvious love triangle they have been pulling since Season 3, in fact sick of ships and this whole romance thing because of the marketing. I want something different, siblings, twins, partners in crime, drug dealers, whatever the f*ck they are doing this season together. Except really weird stuff of course.</b></p><p><b>Just give me Will and El as a duo, BALANCED and not one being overbearing over the other and we are good.</b></p></blockquote>
<p>What an odd screen cap. They look so over it.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sleepy-moron/684529638808092672">sleepy-moron</a>:</p><blockquote><p><span class="npf_color_rachel">I stand before you today good people of Tumblr to answer a very important question: </span><span class="npf_color_joey"><b>Why gay Mike Wheeler?</b></span><span class="npf_color_rachel"> This isn&rsquo;t going to be  an explanation as to what evidence there is to support this claim because many people have covered the topic way better than I could, it&rsquo;s more of me attempting to explain why I personally am so interested by this interpretation of stranger things.</span></p><p><br/></p><p><a class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sleepy-moron/684529638808092672">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p>Interviews exist for two main purposes:</p><ol><li>Building hype so people are excited to watch.</li><li>Clue people in on what we should be paying attention to without actually saying what’s going to happen.</li></ol><p>People shouldn’t be freaking out over ships because of how the cast answers day to day. Yes, they’re going to bring up if Mike is going to tell El he loves her. It was a hanging plot thread at the end of season 3, and all they’re doing is telling us that they’re going to address it. All this tells me is that, yes, Mike not responding to El at the end of season 3 was very much intentional.</p><p>Everything that hints at Byler is there to tell us that their relationship will also be developing this season. It’s no coincidence that they had their own little goodbye scene at the end of season 3. Mike’s sad look back at Will’s house and sad hug with his mom were also meant to carry over to season 4.</p><p>The Duffers want us ready to pay attention to both of these relationships in season 4.</p>
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<p>Heh, that&rsquo;s funny.</p>
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Body: <p>I’m seriously trying to not read anything into the fact that what comes between Volume 1 and Volume 2 is none other than LGBT Pride Month.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/684243672750080000">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>What I want to know is where was Will and why was he inside while El was outside with her badly dressed bullies ?</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="653" data-orig-width="1275"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8a297af79d0106a211aba792296d70b3/79ed844c5fe3bbe5-a4/s640x960/04527ebaa115bc90a57af1585e8db18140c9ae15.jpg" data-orig-height="653" data-orig-width="1275"/></figure></div><p><b>Did he have the &ldquo;you&rsquo;re not giving your homework on time and you&rsquo;re having bad grades&rdquo; talk ? Not so Will The Wise if that&rsquo;s the case&hellip;</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="599" data-orig-width="1478"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d51ad5e41f848a362ff987dbab8ace20/79ed844c5fe3bbe5-30/s640x960/d59a9f7dabfb0b9970a73d2fcddb8050a6da67ac.jpg" data-orig-height="599" data-orig-width="1478"/></figure></div><p><b>Like the other bowlcut boy ? 👀</b></p><p><b>ALSO&hellip;</b></p><p><b>Where is his Alan Turing&rsquo;s project ? Maybe it&rsquo;s the opposite, the teacher said let me hang that project on my classroom&rsquo;s wall. 💅</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="810"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1a30495ff2ad46c6cd68f1f026208642/79ed844c5fe3bbe5-67/s640x960/5b5c86b859ce394a62c11194415e2ce1b1efb3b2.png" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="810"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>While they share that one class, it&rsquo;s unlikely they have identical schedules. She may have been out there waiting for him.</p><p>My question is why was her project out there in the first place? Will doesn&rsquo;t have his. Did the bullies swipe it? This is some pretty brutal bullying, to be honest, even for something meant to be reminiscent of an 80s teen movie. </p><p>I also want to know what made El try to use her powers. Force of habit? Maybe, but she&rsquo;s been living without them for about 8 months or so. </p><p>Is Will&rsquo;s reaction from what the bullies or doing, or what El is doing? Is he worried she might actually hurt them? That she might expose herself to the bad people?</p>
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Body: <p>Please tell me that nobody is actually coming around to the idea of Will being gay just because of how he walked in that clip.</p><p>There&rsquo;s not exactly a lack of <i>good</i> reasons out there already.</p>
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Body: <p>So, do I watch this premiere livestream since I’ll probably be unable to avoid spoilers for two weeks?</p><p>They really need to add a poll function to this thing.</p>
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Reblog key: hOsCmYpE
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I realize that it’ll be impossible to dodge spoilers altogether, but, please, I am respectfully asking that nobody send me any Asks or messages from the premiere today. I’d rather go in fresh (as much as possible, anyway) on the 27th.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/684181098412081152">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://timetobeaghost.tumblr.com/post/684179748743725056/also-el-will-totally-bring-up-wills-suspected">timetobeaghost</a>:</p><blockquote><p>ALSO El will totally bring up Will&rsquo;s suspected crush in front of Mike and it&rsquo;s gonna be glorious. </p></blockquote><p>What if…she told him already? On a call, or in a letter? What if he’s pissed (and jealous but can’t recognise it) and maybe that’s why he’s acting so odd? It would certainly add a spicy twist to the ‘Mike’s ignoring Will bc he’s repressed’ explanation </p></blockquote>
<p>I&rsquo;m going to piggyback on this since I know I&rsquo;ll inevitably be asked about it.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think Will has a new crush, at least not the one El thinks. I think it&rsquo;s possible that El sees him talking to a girl, and she just jumps to conclusions. I mean, that&rsquo;s probably what the audience is going to assume, anyway. They might as well go with it.</p><p>I can see El mentioning it to Mike. It could be another sign of her misunderstandings of love. She wouldn&rsquo;t be malicious about it. I&rsquo;d imagine she&rsquo;d be rather excited. I can also see that being a reason for why Mike might ignore Will. On the surface, it might just look like Mike is mad that Will never said anything to him about it. However, there would be more going on, and Mike not even understand it himself. He might find the idea of Will liking a girl uncomfortable for some reason. It would be even worse if he did understand why, as he&rsquo;s probably been better able to ignore any &ldquo;weird&rsquo; feelings now that Will has left. Learning he has a crush could force it all to the surface.</p><p>I&rsquo;m wondering if the comedy elements hinted at for the California storyline actually come from a tangled series of misunderstandings. Jonathan ends up on a road trip where he&rsquo;s in charge of three moody teenagers and his stoner friend. He gets more and more exasperated, but he has no choice but to try to help these kids figure things out if he wants any semblance of peace.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/elkdiaries/684134061978140672">elkdiaries</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>okay cut the cameras did noah schnapp just confirm the fact that mike el and will have been in a love triangle all along?</h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="778" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/376ef936a2c1e832c26968e96e3f28d1/bef9f496fb041529-e2/s640x960/5aeefa81fa9bc293d1f8f259210b54026ae822c1.jpg" data-orig-height="778" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><p>above is an excerpt from <a href="https://href.li/?https://www.shock.co/cine-tv/noah-schnapp-la-cuarta-temporada-de-stranger-things-sera-la-mas-sangrienta-hasta-ahora-ex40">this article</a> (translated using google so god knows if it’s accurate go see for yourself), from an interview with noah schnapp that states “there are separations in all seasons, where everyone finds their group and their love triangle…” and um what the fuck? because? he’s so correct obviously but the fact that he acknowledged the separation contributing to one of the love triangles is just so wow? noah? but anyways, here are some examples of times that these three were shown to be in a love triangle (minus the ten billion instances in which they stood in a literal triangle lol).</p><p>in season 1, mike being separated from will ended up leading him towards a new love— el. if not for her, we would not have had the love triangle as spoken of, for she wouldn’t have escaped from the lab (though i’m glad she did brenner can go burn in hell) and will would be safe and well (additionally mike wouldn’t have needed anyone to project onto at that point in the story&hellip; however this is not me saying he doesn’t love el and value her as a friend because he does. he loves her a lot. platonically). </p><p>in season 2, mike being separated from el gave him time to discover his feelings for will— same as season 3, when those feelings began to increase in intensity and he ended up acting poorly because of them. and don’t even get me started on how in season 3 mike went directly from making out with el to staring at will’s lips in a dark movie theater because damn if that’s not obvious then i don’t know what is.</p><p>and now in season four it’s just the three of them out of the party in california, not only amplifying just how love triangle-y they look together but also putting mike into situations which force him to begin to think about the difference between romantic and platonic love. at least, until el leaves, which then ultimately forces him and will to spend time just one on one. by them being together after the audience (and mike, frankly,) sees that mike and el don’t have the wonderful couple relationship they’ve been expected to have, byler being alone together to work out their feelings for each other will be a more obvious plotline to go down. and might i remind you, noah said that by separating, people find the love triangles. they are literally cutting el off from communication with her love triangle. so what next? byler smooch on the balcony of some motel. boom.</p><p>in summary, i think whoever makes sure actors don’t spoil seasons has given up on noah at this point. we’re really two weeks from release and they were just kinda like “yeah we don’t care anymore let the kids have fun”. these next few weeks will be wild, i’m certain. but hang on, we’re almost there.</p><p>now for a couple of other honorable mentions.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="779" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2aac081556e67ef3d9f7048b9986a4d7/bef9f496fb041529-4d/s640x960/99946b9291bbf8b89f04cc590b52611864bf7977.jpg" data-orig-height="779" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="765" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b6ec929be625110f53eaee20cfc9419e/bef9f496fb041529-ad/s640x960/b4d6d389387bf0a4b8264d297486ea34527bb537.jpg" data-orig-height="765" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><p>yeah, endgame.</p></blockquote>
<p>Ok, let&rsquo;s just everyone chill out. </p><p>It&rsquo;s definitely a curious answer, especially since Will has not (yet) canonically been in a love triangle. Yes, it&rsquo;s been implied, but that&rsquo;s about it.</p><p>Devil&rsquo;s Advocate, he&rsquo;s referring to how the show has been done in the past. It&rsquo;s true that basically every major character has been canonically part of a love triangle.</p><p>Steve/Nancy/Jonathan</p><p>Bob/Joyce/Hopper</p><p>Dustin/Max/Lucas</p><p>Ted/Karen/Billy</p><p>The only characters left who haven&rsquo;t been part of a triangle are Mike, El, Will, and Robin. </p><p>It&rsquo;s definitely interesting that an actor would bring up a repeating plot element that his character didn&rsquo;t take part in. It&rsquo;s also interesting that he continually uses the phrase &ldquo;third wheeling.&rdquo; Let&rsquo;s not freak out over it, though. It&rsquo;s probably what he&rsquo;s been told to say.</p><p>What I want to know is how Mike will react to seeing how close Will and El have gotten. If they so much as <i>tease</i> the possibility of Will and El getting together, even just to make Mike jealous, I&rsquo;ll be annoyed.</p>
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<p>It&rsquo;s a fair point, but I&rsquo;m not about to get my hopes up.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/684055763070681088">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/paceypetercharlieslawyer/684054523685240832">paceypetercharlieslawyer</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Stranger Things + Official Posters</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1356"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/03c7ca881245158f15fc9d9112d78e1b/899f15fe7b15cdbb-d9/s640x960/eab39e82f6d3afc6fb6622db822457fe5763a465.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1356"/></figure></div></blockquote><p><b>Season 1 and 2 era remains unmatched.</b></p><p><b>I&rsquo;m sorry but the main posters for season 3 and 4 are not that well structured compared to the other two and doesn&rsquo;t seem to represent the season well. At least for me. </b></p></blockquote>
<p>At least El isn&rsquo;t all &ldquo;angry eyes and scary powers&rdquo; this time. </p>
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<p>Jesus Christ&hellip;.</p><p>This isn’t going to end well.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://byersenthusiast-deactivated2022.tumblr.com/post/683453701838553088">byersenthusiast-deactivated2022</a>:</p><blockquote><p>so if we were to get a wayne&rsquo;s world bohemian rhapsody moment in season 4 with the sbp gang, what song do you think they should use?? your answer can&rsquo;t be bohemian rhapsody lmao. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://byersenthusiast-deactivated2022.tumblr.com/post/683534475173494784">byersenthusiast-deactivated2022</a>:</p><blockquote><p>one of the main reasons i&rsquo;m excited for season 4 is so i can finally know whether these two guys are will or not. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="858" data-orig-width="821"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/60a885fdf0ca136d4446cf309fac609b/94c8dc31494e9269-cb/s640x960/7a2870037b27d1843e8648c87c75b1365b0f8445.jpg" data-orig-height="858" data-orig-width="821"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="647" data-orig-width="570"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6e00f23ebbbbd71925b72c539feb3e66/94c8dc31494e9269-da/s640x960/50aa8a68632f23e1b4a5787ab68fe205fbf4c93b.jpg" data-orig-height="647" data-orig-width="570"/></figure></div><p>if they are will then i have&hellip;a lot of questions lmao</p></blockquote>
<p>I think the chances are better for the first one than the second, but I still don’t think it’s that good of a chance.</p>
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<p>The lack of a reaction is a bit weird. I want to know how awkward that table was before El got pulled away.</p><p>Maybe Mike just assumes those are her friends?</p>
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Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I’m having a much better week so far. If things continue like this then I may be able to return to regular posting. Regardless, I’m still lurking and chiming in here and there. </p><p>I’m reading my Asks, but I’m not currently responding to them. I’ll come back to them when I feel up to it. </p>
Tags: stranger things, stranger things 4
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<p>This scene could be from when they find El. She could be exhausted, if not hurt.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/683244464096018432">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/683240732031614976">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bylersthewise/683235880716156929">bylersthewise</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="715" data-orig-width="543"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c5a85a37f1588d334142451b3e00a8bf/937211faf67bd5d0-c8/s640x960/f06fe8b2cd2931221b293b87cd7e4fa1e4339ffa.jpg" data-orig-height="715" data-orig-width="543"/></figure></div><p>im so disappointed.</p></blockquote><p>I mean, this was more or less what I was expecting when I saw that. I thought there&rsquo;d be some around 1h15 or 1hr20, but I figured it just meant they&rsquo;d mostly just be barely over an hour.</p></blockquote><p>In those stills that had the time codes, one was like 1 hour, and eleven minutes and I’m pretty sure it was for one of the first five eps </p></blockquote>
<p>Oh, I have no idea where this image is from or if it&rsquo;s valid. I&rsquo;m just commenting that I wasn&rsquo;t really expecting 90-120 minute episodes in the first place. </p><p>As someone who recently messaged me said, that would just get exhausting. Each episode would be like a movie.</p>
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<p>I mean, this was more or less what I was expecting when I saw that. I thought there&rsquo;d be some around 1h15 or 1hr20, but I figured it just meant they&rsquo;d mostly just be barely over an hour.</p>
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<p>I made an &ldquo;evil twins&rdquo; comment when I saw El&rsquo;s poster. This isn&rsquo;t helping to change my mind.</p><p>Probably not twins, per se, but maybe evil duplicates a la Bill &amp; Ted&rsquo;s Bogus Journey. </p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="218" data-orig-width="400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7281f660a7f34f666fcd394cf01cd211/60e20bc7b40ac6e7-19/s640x960/ae1582d4373a0642d119aeaee2908e31afc81428.gif" data-orig-height="218" data-orig-width="400"/></figure></div>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "64829210e29d6d689bbf6c8a6488be1abc929997.jpg",
 "6ee092cd32410cc64357e08a7aea077323a31c77.jpg",
 "c86c8664700e639fee0611d11a172a0949b9db27.jpg",
 "9161bc1d5b1ffb05368d8ab6db3e76095e37369c.jpg",
 "f065f463d09beba57064833ceb706c42d94090f2.jpg",
 "ead9c1891e721f606ece5c8c5f1e1fd32f0fc36a.jpg",
 "9da665be63f9e1b52c62c748810733f9d42c8c24.jpg",
 "94bf570e1cc4ad6d73ed8c8bb769e2be6110c746.jpg",
 "ae1582d4373a0642d119aeaee2908e31afc81428.gif"

Post id: 683081604726407168
Date: 2022-05-01 20:36:22 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/683081604726407168
Slug: is-lucas-blinding-mike-in-more-ways-than-one-in
Reblog key: iF8bf2RP
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/proud-mama-joyce/683077938176016384
Reblog name: proud-mama-joyce
Title: Is Lucas “blinding” Mike in more ways than one in the S3 recap?
Body: <p><a href="https://proud-mama-joyce.tumblr.com/post/683077938176016384/is-lucas-blinding-mike-in-more-ways-than-one-in" class="tumblr_blog">proud-mama-joyce</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>One scene stuck out to me while watching the S3 recap video. They used three shots from the sequence where Mike is trying to get a gift for El: </p><p>1) El with Max, while she looks in amazement at the mall around them</p><p>2) Mike getting sprayed in the face by Lucas at the perfume counter<br/></p><p>3) Will asking to play D&amp;D and getting told “no” by an annoyed Mike and Lucas</p><p>That second shot seemed an odd choice to me. </p><figure data-orig-width="1920" data-orig-height="1080" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/aae191cbb7a2c4897357997ed4f6e776/2e6933e9d138feb6-0e/s540x810/14fc02fd7dfb106ccf42ac873586f02d0ebc7c20.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1920" data-orig-height="1080"/></figure><p>If the editors were going to sum up that part of the story with only a few shots, why include this–a shot that, on the surface, seems like comic relief? A comedic moment like this doesn’t help us remember the wider story, so it shouldn’t be relevant for a recap if it was only meant to be comedy. Why not instead include a line about Mike trying to get a gift for El, or some other shot that shows Mike’s intentions here?<br/></p><p>It’s also the only reminder in the video of any of the numerous scenes in S3 where Mike is asking Lucas what to do about El. </p><p>If each shot was chosen with a narrative purpose (not purely as comedy), then it appears the creators felt that the best way to sum up Mike and Lucas’s relationship-advice storyline was with a shot where <b>Lucas is literally blinding Mike. </b></p><p>If that’s how they mean to sum it up, then there’s a figurative “blinding” going on here too. So what is Mike blind to as a result of following Lucas’s advice? </p><p>If they meant that Mike was blind to the right way to treat El, we’d expect them to remind us of their conflict in order to follow up with that idea. But that’s not what we get–there’s no M*leven breakup scene in the recap, or any other disagreement between them. The only reference to any of their conflict is El’s line, “I need you to trust me,” which comes much later in the video. </p><p>What are we shown instead? Mike’s conflict with Will. The next shots of Mike after the perfume counter are when he is saying “no” to D&amp;D, and then the Byler fight. Quite a bit of time is spent on Mike’s lines from the fight, too, considering it’s a 5-minute recap video of an entire season: “We’re just not in the mood right now…It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!…We’re not kids anymore. I mean what did you think, really? That we were never going to get girlfriends? That we were gonna just sit in my basement all day and play games for the rest of our lives?” </p><p>Edited this way, the implication seems to be that <b>following Lucas’s advice blinds Mike to his relationship with Will. </b></p><p>Also interesting is that the edit of Hopper’s letter at the end (which is different from the show edit) includes the following shots: </p><figure data-orig-width="1920" data-orig-height="1080" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fa96860f98e01bd1e64abefd4a521753/2e6933e9d138feb6-a3/s540x810/1c8a76f0ce8e6bc297aadee29b970f11d715bc94.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1920" data-orig-height="1080"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="1920" data-orig-height="1080" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/26a2e5f4427b9d9176b6fd694387c616/2e6933e9d138feb6-f6/s540x810/c05db49e8274e2355faef398fef8e6025d01afc6.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1920" data-orig-height="1080"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="1920" data-orig-height="1080" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/aeddedd948bac6112e78776d4d48e476/2e6933e9d138feb6-d0/s540x810/e749fdce3c5863958a34f8f5a58109a61d267572.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1920" data-orig-height="1080"/></figure><p>Here’s our S4 love triangle again, along with the implication that Mike’s “hurt is good.” Will and El are both included during the line, “It means you’re out of that cave.” For Mike, the main “hurt” we were reminded of in the recap was his fight with Will, with a notable absence of his conflict with El. What good would come of additional conflict with Will in the future–again involving El, based on this edit–if not to clarify something about their relationship? </p><p>What will Mike finally see that he couldn’t before, when he was stuck in that <strike>closet</strike> cave?<br/></p></blockquote>


<p>That whole mall scene fell right in line with the whole idea of conforming to societal norms. Mike, with Lucas&rsquo;, ahem, &ldquo;guidance&rdquo; was just going through the traditional gift selection (jewelery, perfume, etc). Of course, the lingerie store still proved they were just doing what they thought they were supposed to do. None of those gifts screamed El (or Max, for that matter).</p><p>It&rsquo;ll be interesting to see if Lucas gives Mike some &ldquo;advice&rdquo; before he leaves for California.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://strangertheories.tumblr.com/post/683076138746183680/hawkinsschoolcounselor-tommys-16yearoldcostume" class="tumblr_blog">strangertheories</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/683066499297165312/tommys-16yearoldcostume-kaypeace21" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://tommys-16yearoldcostume.tumblr.com/post/683065099426119681/hawkinsschoolcounselor-i-know-im-just-setting-up" class="tumblr_blog">tommys-16yearoldcostume</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/683055525287575552/hawkinsschoolcounselor-i-know-im-just-setting-up" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/683002475185405952/i-know-im-just-setting-up-being-called-delusional" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I know I’m just setting up being called delusional or something along those lines, but I was looking at the clock in the iamhellsmaster Rainbow Room.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="370" data-orig-width="459"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1e0bc9a0a8cd644ea75f94859cfdb3b8/11b736e01e0cd131-18/s540x810/631ab0caa3a9c8b07b3305716b5d7a3b8377bc69.png" data-orig-height="370" data-orig-width="459"/></figure><p>There’s words along the top just below the wood casing. This part of the clock has previously been covered up.</p><p>There was some type of cover in the livestream (though, to be fair, it probably wasn’t the same clock used on set).</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="900" data-orig-width="900"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/268c5420fa1337ff9af67f27f9a094ea/11b736e01e0cd131-0a/s540x810/55b0bf63fdf77eae4be230afa124fcf45957a6c3.jpg" data-orig-height="900" data-orig-width="900"/></figure><p>And other promotional materials has either had it covered in shadows or vines/roots/tentacles.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="676" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e1076eb3c3b83d89db40afbc2d1ac4f3/11b736e01e0cd131-09/s540x810/8d1e42f7066b82ed12042fedcd9cc6ba0e942d55.jpg" data-orig-height="676" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure><p>Even the trailer seemed to have that part obscured.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="353" data-orig-width="365"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/61c7915a3debc6a6a93165eb5fabcf79/11b736e01e0cd131-ff/s540x810/0e5eac5fe64f02d9d8d6435487de8b1c15b2478f.png" data-orig-height="353" data-orig-width="365"/></figure><p>I don’t know that it means something, but I thought it was interesting. Maybe it will just be part of the little game they’re playing here.</p><p>Still, the name at the center top seems like it says Williams to me. I can’t see it in a high enough resolution to know for sure what it all says, though.</p></blockquote>
<p>-haha the clock at the creel house may say <span class="npf_color_joey">Williams.</span> And in s3 Will is given a&quot; forever<b> clock&quot;.</b> And vecna means “<b>forever</b>” and is associated with “<b>clocks</b>”. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="602" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5b7a47950c3cac42449d44b2e0efe08e/437560e88edd8e54-6a/s2048x3072/ca4eb7e531a0bc52f018b8f3d7a3e6cbb894bd2d.jpg" data-orig-height="602" data-orig-width="1080" data-media-key="5b7a47950c3cac42449d44b2e0efe08e:437560e88edd8e54-6a"/></figure><p>-And Billy’s grave changes from saying “billy” to saying “ <span class="npf_color_joey">William”</span> during a possible vecna- dream seq of max floating. Billy is a nickname for William,after all. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="451" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f5c4fcd0be93113c86984816f64a348d/437560e88edd8e54-b7/s2048x3072/7549433191ae037025d82b02f9bf44668987d6f0.jpg" data-orig-height="451" data-orig-width="1080" data-media-key="f5c4fcd0be93113c86984816f64a348d:437560e88edd8e54-b7"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1934" data-orig-width="790"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/899f4483aba7e1e21971eb72dabd9122/437560e88edd8e54-bd/s2048x3072/c7732a0afaef91c75de500d8c616bfd3454496a2.jpg" data-orig-height="1934" data-orig-width="790" data-media-key="899f4483aba7e1e21971eb72dabd9122:437560e88edd8e54-bd"/></figure><p>-And El in a  (possible)venca dream of the rainbow room may see a <span class="npf_color_joey">Will</span> doppleganger there.  <b><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/682431909183225856/el-brenner-vecna-theory">Theory here.</a></b></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="374" data-orig-width="307"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b1ea9e3debc83ecf9f1345e90f83aed1/437560e88edd8e54-a0/s2048x3072/8bf81d126e8cec1834efb86b6d5f00e27a6222d7.png" data-orig-height="374" data-orig-width="307" data-media-key="b1ea9e3debc83ecf9f1345e90f83aed1:437560e88edd8e54-a0"/></figure><p>Huh… maybe my crack theory Will created all this is starting to make sense. Aka Will subconsciously did create the mindflayer/ vecna/upsidedown (and gave them a backstory resembling his own- creel son is an artist who wears plaid /maybe is named William ,  their sibling sees a dead rabbit like jonathan, and their dad is questionable ).  Will is handed the “<b>forever clock</b>”= vecna ( vecna means “<b>forever</b>” + is associated with the creel <b>clock</b>). Will being handed the “devil’s<b> baby</b>” firework = aka Will’s dad is like a devil (and paralleled the demogorgan). And the demogorgan is eyeless like father-victor . And in d&amp;d the  Demogorgan is  “<b>demon</b>” and called “ deep <b>father</b>”.  Victor even mentions a “demon” attacking his family (in the newspaper) . Not to mention Will said the mindflayer-drawing  was for a story he’s writing.  in d&amp;d mindflayers are from the future and go into the past to create themselves aka they create a time loop/paradox ( which may be why all the upsideown creatures are associated with clocks in s1, 2, and 3). And heck if Will becomes 012 its like how a clock does a full circular  rotation and starts and ends in 12:00 (like a possible time loop and paradox is a circle in time that goes on forever) . Like a “forever clock”. Ofcourse these connections could be simply symbolic… but still…</p></blockquote>


<p>Not to kill the mood but couldn’t it just be like the maker of the clock…like the brand name? I looked it up and there is a couple “Williams” clock brands…</p></blockquote>
<p>I did think of that. I still find it odd that it is suddenly visible after being covered up before. That’s the part that interests me. Maybe it doesn’t mean anything for the show, but the website did hint that there could be more clues right here and now when you solve the LiteBrite Puzzle.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="886" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7e00a80529cbe6da37800332fcdb3df4/9af5f2fe9a366a1b-70/s540x810/6ae880aa059a6fac57b6058cb8f36de63e553cdb.png" data-orig-height="886" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure><p>Maybe it was just a hint that we should keep checking the site, but it got me looking at the clock for anything that stands out. The name plates being uncovered did stand out. Maybe it could be part of the game, or maybe they just never had permission to show the name, and they didn’t think to cover it up for this game here.</p></blockquote>


<p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>, I tracked down the clock in real life on an antiques website. Here’s the clock face up close:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1410" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e461e54c4e6cbff5f85d76d9816eede6/568e78f9833868ed-ee/s2048x3072/daf3d038196827b539bf93e02fe3c0bf83854400.png" data-orig-height="1410" data-orig-width="1080" data-media-key="e461e54c4e6cbff5f85d76d9816eede6:568e78f9833868ed-ee"/></figure><p>It says ‘Humphrey’, &lsquo;Williams’ and 'London’</p><p>I unfortunately cannot find any meaning this, however I’m glad to be mistaken. I agree with you that it’s odd that it’s suddenly being revealed to us, so perhaps there’s something I’m missing here.</p></blockquote>
<p>I suppose the easy answer is that they just weren’t allowed to show the clock in any state that went against the company’s image without covering the name. I don’t know why they just wouldn’t keep it hidden on the iamhellsmaster site then.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://tommys-16yearoldcostume.tumblr.com/post/683065099426119681/hawkinsschoolcounselor-i-know-im-just-setting-up" class="tumblr_blog">tommys-16yearoldcostume</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/683055525287575552/hawkinsschoolcounselor-i-know-im-just-setting-up" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/683002475185405952/i-know-im-just-setting-up-being-called-delusional" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I know I’m just setting up being called delusional or something along those lines, but I was looking at the clock in the iamhellsmaster Rainbow Room.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="370" data-orig-width="459"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1e0bc9a0a8cd644ea75f94859cfdb3b8/11b736e01e0cd131-18/s540x810/631ab0caa3a9c8b07b3305716b5d7a3b8377bc69.png" data-orig-height="370" data-orig-width="459"/></figure><p>There’s words along the top just below the wood casing. This part of the clock has previously been covered up.</p><p>There was some type of cover in the livestream (though, to be fair, it probably wasn’t the same clock used on set).</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="900" data-orig-width="900"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/268c5420fa1337ff9af67f27f9a094ea/11b736e01e0cd131-0a/s540x810/55b0bf63fdf77eae4be230afa124fcf45957a6c3.jpg" data-orig-height="900" data-orig-width="900"/></figure><p>And other promotional materials has either had it covered in shadows or vines/roots/tentacles.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="676" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e1076eb3c3b83d89db40afbc2d1ac4f3/11b736e01e0cd131-09/s540x810/8d1e42f7066b82ed12042fedcd9cc6ba0e942d55.jpg" data-orig-height="676" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure><p>Even the trailer seemed to have that part obscured.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="353" data-orig-width="365"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/61c7915a3debc6a6a93165eb5fabcf79/11b736e01e0cd131-ff/s540x810/0e5eac5fe64f02d9d8d6435487de8b1c15b2478f.png" data-orig-height="353" data-orig-width="365"/></figure><p>I don’t know that it means something, but I thought it was interesting. Maybe it will just be part of the little game they’re playing here.</p><p>Still, the name at the center top seems like it says Williams to me. I can’t see it in a high enough resolution to know for sure what it all says, though.</p></blockquote>
<p>-haha the clock at the creel house may say <span class="npf_color_joey">Williams.</span> And in s3 Will is given a&quot; forever<b> clock&quot;.</b> And vecna means “<b>forever</b>” and is associated with “<b>clocks</b>”. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="602" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5b7a47950c3cac42449d44b2e0efe08e/437560e88edd8e54-6a/s2048x3072/ca4eb7e531a0bc52f018b8f3d7a3e6cbb894bd2d.jpg" data-orig-height="602" data-orig-width="1080" data-media-key="5b7a47950c3cac42449d44b2e0efe08e:437560e88edd8e54-6a"/></figure><p>-And Billy’s grave changes from saying “billy” to saying “ <span class="npf_color_joey">William”</span> during a possible vecna- dream seq of max floating. Billy is a nickname for William,after all. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="451" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f5c4fcd0be93113c86984816f64a348d/437560e88edd8e54-b7/s2048x3072/7549433191ae037025d82b02f9bf44668987d6f0.jpg" data-orig-height="451" data-orig-width="1080" data-media-key="f5c4fcd0be93113c86984816f64a348d:437560e88edd8e54-b7"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1934" data-orig-width="790"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/899f4483aba7e1e21971eb72dabd9122/437560e88edd8e54-bd/s2048x3072/c7732a0afaef91c75de500d8c616bfd3454496a2.jpg" data-orig-height="1934" data-orig-width="790" data-media-key="899f4483aba7e1e21971eb72dabd9122:437560e88edd8e54-bd"/></figure><p>-And El in a  (possible)venca dream of the rainbow room may see a <span class="npf_color_joey">Will</span> doppleganger there.  <b><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/682431909183225856/el-brenner-vecna-theory">Theory here.</a></b></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="374" data-orig-width="307"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b1ea9e3debc83ecf9f1345e90f83aed1/437560e88edd8e54-a0/s2048x3072/8bf81d126e8cec1834efb86b6d5f00e27a6222d7.png" data-orig-height="374" data-orig-width="307" data-media-key="b1ea9e3debc83ecf9f1345e90f83aed1:437560e88edd8e54-a0"/></figure><p>Huh… maybe my crack theory Will created all this is starting to make sense. Aka Will subconsciously did create the mindflayer/ vecna/upsidedown (and gave them a backstory resembling his own- creel son is an artist who wears plaid /maybe is named William ,  their sibling sees a dead rabbit like jonathan, and their dad is questionable ).  Will is handed the “<b>forever clock</b>”= vecna ( vecna means “<b>forever</b>” + is associated with the creel <b>clock</b>). Will being handed the “devil’s<b> baby</b>” firework = aka Will’s dad is like a devil (and paralleled the demogorgan). And the demogorgan is eyeless like father-victor . And in d&amp;d the  Demogorgan is  “<b>demon</b>” and called “ deep <b>father</b>”.  Victor even mentions a “demon” attacking his family (in the newspaper) . Not to mention Will said the mindflayer-drawing  was for a story he’s writing.  in d&amp;d mindflayers are from the future and go into the past to create themselves aka they create a time loop/paradox ( which may be why all the upsideown creatures are associated with clocks in s1, 2, and 3). And heck if Will becomes 012 its like how a clock does a full circular  rotation and starts and ends in 12:00 (like a possible time loop and paradox is a circle in time that goes on forever) . Like a “forever clock”. Ofcourse these connections could be simply symbolic… but still…</p></blockquote>


<p>Not to kill the mood but couldn’t it just be like the maker of the clock…like the brand name? I looked it up and there is a couple “Williams” clock brands…</p></blockquote>
<p>I did think of that. I still find it odd that it is suddenly visible after being covered up before. That’s the part that interests me. Maybe it doesn’t mean anything for the show, but the website did hint that there could be more clues right here and now when you solve the LiteBrite Puzzle.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="886" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7e00a80529cbe6da37800332fcdb3df4/9af5f2fe9a366a1b-70/s540x810/6ae880aa059a6fac57b6058cb8f36de63e553cdb.png" data-orig-height="886" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure><p>Maybe it was just a hint that we should keep checking the site, but it got me looking at the clock for anything that stands out. The name plates being uncovered did stand out. Maybe it could be part of the game, or maybe they just never had permission to show the name, and they didn’t think to cover it up for this game here.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://0aurelion-sol0.tumblr.com/post/683010215228112896/hawkinsschoolcounselor-i-know-im-just-setting-up" class="tumblr_blog">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/683002475185405952/i-know-im-just-setting-up-being-called-delusional" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I know I’m just setting up being called delusional or something along those lines, but I was looking at the clock in the iamhellsmaster Rainbow Room.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="370" data-orig-width="459"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1e0bc9a0a8cd644ea75f94859cfdb3b8/11b736e01e0cd131-18/s540x810/631ab0caa3a9c8b07b3305716b5d7a3b8377bc69.png" data-orig-height="370" data-orig-width="459"/></figure><p>There’s words along the top just below the wood casing. This part of the clock has previously been covered up.</p><p>There was some type of cover in the livestream (though, to be fair, it probably wasn’t the same clock used on set).</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="900" data-orig-width="900"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/268c5420fa1337ff9af67f27f9a094ea/11b736e01e0cd131-0a/s540x810/55b0bf63fdf77eae4be230afa124fcf45957a6c3.jpg" data-orig-height="900" data-orig-width="900"/></figure><p>And other promotional materials has either had it covered in shadows or vines/roots/tentacles.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="676" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e1076eb3c3b83d89db40afbc2d1ac4f3/11b736e01e0cd131-09/s540x810/8d1e42f7066b82ed12042fedcd9cc6ba0e942d55.jpg" data-orig-height="676" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure><p>Even the trailer seemed to have that part obscured.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="353" data-orig-width="365"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/61c7915a3debc6a6a93165eb5fabcf79/11b736e01e0cd131-ff/s540x810/0e5eac5fe64f02d9d8d6435487de8b1c15b2478f.png" data-orig-height="353" data-orig-width="365"/></figure><p>I don’t know that it means something, but I thought it was interesting. Maybe it will just be part of the little game they’re playing here.</p><p>Still, the name at the center top seems like it says Williams to me. I can’t see it in a high enough resolution to know for sure what it all says, though.</p></blockquote>
<p><b>I haven’t been able to guess the possible names that are on this grandfather clock even if it does really look like it could be “Williams” or “William”, but as a comparison to this one, I looked other grandfather clocks similar to this one and here’s what I found.</b></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="768" data-orig-width="768"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fbddfeffb645cc0248dd5f9b45a88ef4/d0c24b230c02dc08-06/s2048x3072/29f3070b049484073fc34b3e375ebf3552271a6e.jpg" data-orig-height="768" data-orig-width="768" data-media-key="fbddfeffb645cc0248dd5f9b45a88ef4:d0c24b230c02dc08-06"/></figure><p><b>It seems it is the name and surname of the manufacturer of those clocks or simply, the brand name for it. I looked it up and indeed it seems it is a company that produces clocks. And that still exist, I believe. </b></p><p><b>And of course the location where it was made as you can see “London” on the right.</b></p><p><b>Now if it is “Williams” or “William”, it’s just another case of Stranger Things being very weird about that name and putting it in very interesting places or in this case, elements. Let’s just say that it might again give some material for (very) old and new theories out there about you know what. 😏</b></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="339"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/70f2fdd2930e13dc0f7663359df7fd30/d0c24b230c02dc08-c1/s2048x3072/b908bb09ee8d122974fdd6924d21fb034bc5ae78.jpg" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="339" data-media-key="70f2fdd2930e13dc0f7663359df7fd30:d0c24b230c02dc08-c1"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1052"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/22a33ab281fd76a2f274ebfbfb270e0e/d0c24b230c02dc08-05/s2048x3072/e49c26216bf320be6480ced6bd1aa44acb443f69.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1052" data-media-key="22a33ab281fd76a2f274ebfbfb270e0e:d0c24b230c02dc08-05"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="451" data-orig-width="490"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/898a66e1ff3f66553b6d18b692107766/d0c24b230c02dc08-d0/s2048x3072/0eb4c0f93b7a4dcad7c6f16000a333e1cdf1e4ff.jpg" data-orig-height="451" data-orig-width="490" data-media-key="898a66e1ff3f66553b6d18b692107766:d0c24b230c02dc08-d0"/></figure></blockquote>
<p>I figured it had to be meant as a manufacturer name, but is it a real one?</p><p>I don’t know why they’d conceal it in other appearances, but not here. That’s really the thing that stood out to me. I’m looking at anything I can on that site since the message hinted that there could be clues there after solving the LiteBrite puzzle.</p>
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Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/683002475185405952
Slug: i-know-im-just-setting-up-being-called-delusional
Reblog key: tH8T6tdB
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I know I’m just setting up being called delusional or something along those lines, but I was looking at the clock in the iamhellsmaster Rainbow Room.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="370" data-orig-width="459"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1e0bc9a0a8cd644ea75f94859cfdb3b8/11b736e01e0cd131-18/s540x810/631ab0caa3a9c8b07b3305716b5d7a3b8377bc69.png" data-orig-height="370" data-orig-width="459"/></figure><p>There’s words along the top just below the wood casing. This part of the clock has previously been covered up.</p><p>There was some type of cover in the livestream (though, to be fair, it probably wasn’t the same clock used on set).</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="900" data-orig-width="900"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/268c5420fa1337ff9af67f27f9a094ea/11b736e01e0cd131-0a/s540x810/55b0bf63fdf77eae4be230afa124fcf45957a6c3.jpg" data-orig-height="900" data-orig-width="900"/></figure><p>And other promotional materials has either had it covered in shadows or vines/roots/tentacles.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="676" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e1076eb3c3b83d89db40afbc2d1ac4f3/11b736e01e0cd131-09/s540x810/8d1e42f7066b82ed12042fedcd9cc6ba0e942d55.jpg" data-orig-height="676" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure><p>Even the trailer seemed to have that part obscured.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="353" data-orig-width="365"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/61c7915a3debc6a6a93165eb5fabcf79/11b736e01e0cd131-ff/s540x810/0e5eac5fe64f02d9d8d6435487de8b1c15b2478f.png" data-orig-height="353" data-orig-width="365"/></figure><p>I don’t know that it means something, but I thought it was interesting. Maybe it will just be part of the little game they’re playing here.</p><p>Still, the name at the center top seems like it says Williams to me. I can’t see it in a high enough resolution to know for sure what it all says, though.</p>
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Slug: i-figured-it-out-if-anyone-is-interested-solution
Reblog key: OitkhAzP
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I figured it out if anyone is interested. Solution below the break.</p><!-- more --><figure data-orig-width="1920" data-orig-height="883" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3cd2e6d668883de30927a1c9b24d8f38/2a8b766e13c0ccb8-1c/s540x810/913f36e282fedfcf907312cc56b9073b38663156.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1920" data-orig-height="883"/></figure><p>I only used different colors to separate the given coordinates from the ones I figured out myself.</p><p>The result is underwhelming, but we’ll see if it goes somewhere.</p><figure data-orig-width="1920" data-orig-height="886" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7e00a80529cbe6da37800332fcdb3df4/2a8b766e13c0ccb8-19/s540x810/65f099af6912dfb732f76ffb48b20866fad63939.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1920" data-orig-height="886"/></figure><p>There’s a new countdown to June 1st.</p><figure data-orig-width="1920" data-orig-height="884" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/db8eb8c382e89cc3899f63039b9dcad1/2a8b766e13c0ccb8-a6/s540x810/7a3d06297da50fafb28738834736b88f14ea2038.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1920" data-orig-height="884"/></figure>
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Reblog key: fLjpqALL
Reblog url: 
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Body: <p>I&rsquo;m honestly thinking about shutting this blog off. It seems, especially lately, that I can&rsquo;t say one thing without getting messages that essentially go &ldquo;Reddit said&hellip;&rdquo; and I&rsquo;m over it.</p><p>I</p><p>Dont</p><p>Care </p><p>What</p><p>Reddit</p><p>Said</p><p>Even if they&rsquo;re right, I don&rsquo;t want to know anyway because I don&rsquo;t want to know how this all ends.</p><p>It is not fun for me when any little idea I have is met with responses saying that Reddit has already stated otherwise. I&rsquo;ve never once looked for leaks, but I know a lot more about them than I&rsquo;d like because people keep telling me what they say.</p><p>I guess it&rsquo;s sort of ironic then that other people then just get on me for being wrong about said leaks. I never went to read them in the first place.</p><p>I&rsquo;m so glad Reddit and the people who read it already know everything that&rsquo;s going to happen. Thank you for being big enough asshats to also want to ruin it for everyone else.</p><p>We&rsquo;ll see if I keep this blog open. It&rsquo;s honestly gone from being a pleasant hobby to a source of stress, all because I&rsquo;m not allowed to have thoughts independent from leaks or the Reddit crowd.</p>
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Body: <p>Wait&hellip;</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1035" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e6d9581d529e611ee1a826d90647e32f/5046070523e6c4e7-fc/s540x810/fb33e647768d8700206295eb939019a14a4a5827.jpg" data-orig-height="1035" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure><p>Are they in Hopper’s cabin?</p>
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Reblog key: FQNTCKNK
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>I will say that if the big monologue isn’t a grand show of apology to Will, then his treatment of Will is going to be very hard for him to come back from. At the very least, it should involve Will. If it’s not an apology, then it needs to be him tearfully regretting his behavior while maybe even confessing to someone else.</p><p>I repeat what I said earlier: they can’t drag this on to season 5. Two or more years of heteronormativity winning is abominable, even if it would eventually be undone in season 5.</p><p>My current big fear is that something happens to Mike or Will before it gets resolved, and the monologue comes after it’s too late.</p>
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Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>Oh, might I add, that I love that Will and El have a good relationship. That’s probably the one thing all fans can agree on wanting all this time. I hope we get to see plenty of it before everything goes to hell.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 682730938306822144
Date: 2022-04-27 23:42:40 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/682730938306822144
Slug: was-time-after-time-foreshadowing
Reblog key: EcA0RulL
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: Was Time After Time foreshadowing?
Body: <p>Time After Time is a 1983 song by Cyndi Lauper. It was featured in Stranger Things season 2 at the Snowball. The lyrics cover someone singing about falling out of step with someone they care about, but promising they will always be waiting for them, time after time.</p><p>I feel like this could have been foreshadowing in a couple different ways.</p><p>First, the, perhaps more obvious, clock theme. We don’t yet know the entirety of the significance of the Creel Clock, but it has been extremely prominent in marketing. Whether it refers to a countdown, time manipulation, the repeating themes, or something else entirely, we can see how a song called Time After Time could fit with season 4.</p><p>Furthermore, though, we can also consider the Snowball the moment where Mike and Will fell out of step with each other. More specifically, it was the moment that Mike was “walking too far ahead” and Will “fell behind.” It can honestly be hard to tell whether Mike or Will would hold Cyndi’s role in this song, though. I feel they’re both caught up in circles, with confusion being nothing new. They’d both have flashbacks of warm nights, almost left behind. I think it’d be strong in both of them, though Will would be more likely to visibly show it.</p><p>The hopeful part is that the memories are <i>almost </i>left behind. </p><p>I’ll leave you all with the lyrics to come up with your own opinions. This was just a thought I had. It’s nothing too deeply thought out, and it’s sort of outside my wheelhouse. It also might just be my love for 80s music colliding with the hype for season 4 and creating something that isn’t really there.</p><p>

Lying in my bed, I hear the clock tick and think of you<br/>Caught up in circles<br/>Confusion is nothing new<br/>Flashback, warm nights<br/>Almost left behind<br/>Suitcase of memories<br/>Time after</p><p>Sometimes you picture me<br/>I&rsquo;m walking too far ahead<br/>You&rsquo;re calling to me, I can&rsquo;t hear<br/>What you&rsquo;ve said<br/>Then you say, &ldquo;go slow&rdquo;<br/>And I fall behind<br/>The second hand unwinds</p><p>If you&rsquo;re lost you can look and you will find me<br/>Time after time<br/>If you fall, I will catch you, I&rsquo;ll be waiting<br/>Time after time<br/>If you&rsquo;re lost, you can look and you will find me<br/>Time after time<br/>If you fall, I will catch you, I will be waiting<br/>Time after time</p><p>After my picture fades and darkness has<br/>Turned to gray<br/>Watching through windows<br/>You&rsquo;re wondering if I&rsquo;m okay<br/>Secrets stolen from deep inside (deep inside)<br/>And the drum beats out of time</p><p>If you&rsquo;re lost you can look and you will find me<br/>Time after time<br/>If you fall I will catch you, I&rsquo;ll be waiting<br/>Time after time<br/>If you&rsquo;re lost, you can look and you will find me<br/>Time after time<br/>If you fall, I will catch you, I will be waiting<br/>Time after time<br/>Time after time</p><p>I&rsquo;ve got a suitcase of memories that I almost left behind<br/>Time after time<br/>Time, time, time<br/>But you say to go slow but I fall behind<br/>Time after time after time (after time, oh)

<br/></p>
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Slug: am-i-the-only-one-getting-an-evil-mirror-universe
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Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/elkdiaries/682694438309462016">elkdiaries</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="923" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b66f918dc5379077fcac912ec073418b/3c22e416ae4382aa-91/s640x960/adce6a64ade5222b4b816cf59cf929124d205ebb.jpg" data-orig-height="923" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><h1>LOOK AT HER OMG????</h1></blockquote>
<p>Am I the only one getting an Evil Mirror Universe vibe from this poster? </p><p>You know, like in Star Trek? There’s a parallel universe where people are basically their morally opposite?</p>
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Slug: i-cant-believe-i-never-thought-to-flip-this-photo
Reblog key: 8aPemhLS
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I can’t believe I never thought to flip this photo upside down to get a better look at it.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="191" data-orig-width="471"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/633206da86a314a188305e87b5dd0701/a48c8ac6e97519e6-ae/s540x810/28e4a21dbdaea448ef15f691b8305419b88b8526.png" data-orig-height="191" data-orig-width="471"/></figure><p>It’s not a perfect match for any car we’ve seen, which leads me to think it’s a new character with a car we haven’t seen before.</p><p>It looks a little like Joyce’s Pinto, but the rear of a Pinto doesn’t curve up like that. It also looks a little like Lonnie’s Oldsmobile 442, which does have a rear that curves up a bit, but the rear doesn’t look anywhere near long enough.</p><p>Granted, the fire does make it hard to make out any details, which is probably intentional.</p><p>Anyway, I was just bored because things got suddenly dead around here. This photo does remain one of the more interesting mysteries simply because of the possibilities. </p>
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Reblog key: sXPKv6We
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>Ok, so we know there will be a season 5 of Stranger Things. We also know there&rsquo;s always a sequel hook at the end of each season.<br/></p><p>Season 1 had Will coughing up the slug, and Hopper leaving the food in the box in the woods.</p><p>Season 2 had the Mindflayer looming over the school gym, showing it was still very much around.</p><p>Season 3 had Hopper alive in a Russian prison that has a Demogorgon, and the news story on Hawkins (Welcome to Hell!)</p><p>Owens mentioned a war in the trailer. We&rsquo;re meant to assume he&rsquo;s referring to Vecna and all the spooky stuff in Hawkins.</p><p>What if he isn&rsquo;t?</p><p>What if he&rsquo;s referring to Russia&rsquo;s work in weaponizing the Upside Down. Russia already had an interest in Hawkins, and now so does Sullivan. Maybe that&rsquo;s all Owens is referring to. Maybe the California crew doesn&rsquo;t find out about the Vecna stuff until much later.</p><p>So, let&rsquo;s flash forward to the end of the season. Vecna is destroyed, and Hawkins is more or less safe. Hopper and his crew may not even be back in Hawkins, yet, having stayed behind to try and stop the Russian plot. Will may or may not have revealed his powers. Joyce would still be MIA with Hopper. Owens is also likely dead from the military attacking the desert lab.</p><p>El and Will are now parentless. Some &ldquo;social workers&rdquo; take them into custody. They&rsquo;re driven out to nondescript building.</p><p>Suddenly, some black cars pull up, and out steps Brenner, who, up until that point, only appeared in flashbacks. He and his men take El and Will into the building, where he reveals he&rsquo;s been continuing his efforts. He &ldquo;welcomes&rdquo; El home, and thanks her for bringing her new brother along, as he&rsquo;s sure to be of help in his mission. </p><p>His mission to show superiority over his Russian counterparts.</p><p>He&rsquo;s not foolish enough to think El would come willingly, or that (the newly powered) Will would, either. He &ldquo;graciously&rdquo; reveals that he knows Hopper and Joyce are both alive in Russia, and, if they want to see them safely returned home, they&rsquo;ll cooperate.</p><p>I know it’s not terribly great, but I feel like there needs to be some way to lead into the next season. If Vecna isn’t defeated, then Hawkins would turn into a ghost town, so I do think he’s defeated. I think the final threat won’t be the Upside Down itself, but, rather, what happens if someone wanted to use it. The real monster, after all, is man.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://elkdiaries.tumblr.com/post/682469040906813440/so-uh-maybe-its-a-coincidence-but-does-el-look" class="tumblr_blog">elkdiaries</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/682466204370206720/so-uh-maybe-its-a-coincidence-but-does-el-look" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>So, uh…</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="368" data-orig-width="319"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/24fa76fe61f0aa9feb2fc49199971b97/dc60b35f4ae21c14-b6/s540x810/c7a2b800cf137863b54b92d6d15d6842cd747d07.png" data-orig-height="368" data-orig-width="319"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="556" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ef00cd42a0f163f8e44a4b7d661f3f96/dc60b35f4ae21c14-4b/s540x810/a246ec034a1c4263195f8496ab8b3e11bb0763f3.jpg" data-orig-height="556" data-orig-width="750"/></figure><p>Maybe it’s a coincidence, but does El look like she’s wearing the same footwear in this photo as she is on her Funko?</p><p>Maybe El really does wear those shoes in that scene, after all?</p></blockquote>
<p>BYLER SKATE SCENE BYLER SKATE SCENE BYLER SKATE SCENE BYLER SKA</p></blockquote>


<p>I mean, the shoes in the photo somewhat resembling the Funko could just be a coincidence. Obviously, all three of them show up at the roller rink in shoes before changing into skates, and change back into their shoes before leaving, even if we don&rsquo;t see it on screen.</p><p>Still, it&rsquo;s still curious as to why El is not wearing skates when Will, if not also Mike, is wearing skates in that photo.</p><p>So, do Mike and Will start off skating together? Maybe. It would certainly cause some drama and third-wheel tension if El were to go get skates and draw Mike&rsquo;s attention away from Will. I don&rsquo;t know that we have enough cause to say so with any degree of certainty, though. It&rsquo;s really hard to find a reason as to why Mike or Will would want to leave El by herself in order to set up something like that.</p><p>This season will be full of possibilities, but I caution people against setting their hearts too much on any specific outcomes.</p>
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Reblog url: 
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Body: <p>So, uh&hellip;</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="368" data-orig-width="319"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/24fa76fe61f0aa9feb2fc49199971b97/dc60b35f4ae21c14-b6/s540x810/c7a2b800cf137863b54b92d6d15d6842cd747d07.png" data-orig-height="368" data-orig-width="319"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="556" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ef00cd42a0f163f8e44a4b7d661f3f96/dc60b35f4ae21c14-4b/s540x810/a246ec034a1c4263195f8496ab8b3e11bb0763f3.jpg" data-orig-height="556" data-orig-width="750"/></figure><p>Maybe it’s a coincidence, but does El look like she’s wearing the same footwear in this photo as she is on her Funko?</p><p>Maybe El really does wear those shoes in that scene, after all?</p>
Tags: stranger things 4
Downloaded files: "c7a2b800cf137863b54b92d6d15d6842cd747d07.png",
 "a246ec034a1c4263195f8496ab8b3e11bb0763f3.jpg"

Post id: 682460779604328449
Date: 2022-04-25 00:08:37 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/682460779604328449
Slug: is-el-wearing-nancys-ring-in-004
Reblog key: 2v1FgAEL
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/proud-mama-joyce/682457860988338176
Reblog name: proud-mama-joyce
Title: Is El wearing Nancy’s ring in 004?
Body: <p><a href="https://proud-mama-joyce.tumblr.com/post/682457860988338176/is-el-wearing-nancys-ring-in-004" class="tumblr_blog">proud-mama-joyce</a>:</p><blockquote><p>In the California teaser trailer, El has been spotted wearing a ring. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="805" data-orig-width="1535" style=""><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fe6a6ee66ad9cf0841f4e9fd8dba1054/5748d9381a3284d8-f9/s540x810/2400bafefcfe3be6fce00497b64329f5a47da151.png" data-orig-height="805" data-orig-width="1535"/></figure><p>If you look closely, you can see that it’s not a simple band. There’s an embellishment on it. </p><figure data-orig-height="207" data-orig-width="226"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1860028dd5fb16d207511296548d5923/5748d9381a3284d8-5f/s540x810/614b4e8d2ceba6ad0f67b4259baa656858c4e707.png" data-orig-height="207" data-orig-width="226"/></figure><p>I’m thinking that looks familiar…</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920" style=""><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/288273cb4e054b23f4ae7eeeeb87ce30/5748d9381a3284d8-21/s540x810/b40e73e989e5abdfcbae5e68d2258e5f0a0f50d9.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure><p>(That’s a shot of Nancy when she’s taping together the photo of Barb in Season 1.) </p><p>Mike has a history of raiding Nancy’s room at the last minute when he’s caught off-guard but needs to fulfill a social obligation. Remember when Mike raided Nancy’s piggy bank to get money for the arcade in S2? </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8472a436f10683fa3fc789a032a6f8bc/5748d9381a3284d8-31/s540x810/44d80f036ea4bda09e86fb2656eae7e5f6e3b24a.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure><p>So, did Mike make a last-minute panic raid of Nancy’s things in order to have a gift for his girlfriend?<br/></p><p>

Last time he went shopping for El, he came up empty-handed because he “couldn’t find anything that suited [her].”  </p><p>Hmm, Mike, did you have better luck this time finding something that suits El? Interesting, she even wears it on the same finger…</p></blockquote>
<p>It’s hard to get a good look at El’s ring, but I managed to screenshot this from the trailer.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="642" data-orig-width="922"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/dceca17154a880879e838d25b574dfc9/73ab9eefee6ca92b-9c/s540x810/63e98f58bd0fe2809d317af87dd74fa4fbfd062d.png" data-orig-height="642" data-orig-width="922"/></figure><p>It’s impossible to make a direct comparison due to the quality of the image, unfortunately. However, the stones do appear to have roughly the same shape and color. </p><p>It’s a similar, if not identical, ring. That seems to be as much as we can say right now.</p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/682451518835802112/hawkinsschoolcounselor-what-would-be-a-better" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://blackbird-braille.tumblr.com/post/682449524423376896/what-would-be-a-better-scene-mike-making-a" class="tumblr_blog">blackbird-braille</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/682416610927132672/what-would-be-a-better-scene-mike-making-a" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>What would be a better scene?</p><p>Mike making a serious, heartfelt apology to Will for how he’s treated him</p><p>or</p><p>Mike struggling with his words and deciding to just start singing “Heat of the Moment” with Will trying (and failing) not to smile.</p></blockquote>
<p>Now I have to go listen to Heat Of the Moment.<br/></p></blockquote>


<p>Everyone should listen to it anyway, but I’ll paste in the lyrics here. It’s big apology song where the guy is basically just admitting to being a huge ass and screwing up a good thing he had when he was younger.</p><p><br/></p><p>I never meant to be so bad to you</p><p>One thing I said that I would never do</p><p>A look from you and I would fall from grace</p><p>And that would wipe the smile right from my face</p><p>Do you remember when we used to dance</p><p>And incidents arose from circumstance</p><p>One thing led to another we were young</p><p>And we would scream together songs unsung</p><p>It was the heat of the moment</p><p>Telling me what my heart meant</p><p>The heat of the moment showed in your eyes</p><p>And now you find yourself in ‘82</p><p>The disco hot spots hold no charm for you</p><p>You can concern yourself with bigger things</p><p>You catch a pearl and ride the dragon’s wings</p><p>‘Cause it’s the heat of the moment</p><p>The heat of the moment</p><p>The heat of the moment, showed in your eyes</p><p>And when your looks are gone and you’re alone</p><p>How many nights you sit beside the phone</p><p>What were the things you wanted for yourself</p><p>Teenage ambitions you remember well</p><p>It was the heat of the moment</p><p>Telling me what your heart meant</p><p>The heat of the moment showed in your eyes</p><p>It was the heat of the moment</p><p>The heat of the moment</p><p>The heat of the moment showed in your eyes</p><p>Heat of the moment</p><p>Heat of the moment</p><p>Heat of the moment</p></blockquote>
<p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> Thanks for the lyrics. I remember when this song first came out anyway. I liked it then, and still like it now. :)<br/></p></blockquote>


<p>You remember when it first came out? You mean there&rsquo;s people here older than I am?</p>
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<p>Now I have to go listen to Heat Of the Moment.<br/></p></blockquote>


<p>Everyone should listen to it anyway, but I&rsquo;ll paste in the lyrics here. It&rsquo;s big apology song where the guy is basically just admitting to being a huge ass and screwing up a good thing he had when he was younger.</p><p><br/></p><p>I never meant to be so bad to you</p><p>One thing I said that I would never do</p><p>A look from you and I would fall from grace</p><p>And that would wipe the smile right from my face</p><p>Do you remember when we used to dance</p><p>And incidents arose from circumstance</p><p>One thing led to another we were young</p><p>And we would scream together songs unsung</p><p>It was the heat of the moment</p><p>Telling me what my heart meant</p><p>The heat of the moment showed in your eyes</p><p>And now you find yourself in &lsquo;82</p><p>The disco hot spots hold no charm for you</p><p>You can concern yourself with bigger things</p><p>You catch a pearl and ride the dragon&rsquo;s wings</p><p>'Cause it&rsquo;s the heat of the moment</p><p>The heat of the moment</p><p>The heat of the moment, showed in your eyes</p><p>And when your looks are gone and you&rsquo;re alone</p><p>How many nights you sit beside the phone</p><p>What were the things you wanted for yourself</p><p>Teenage ambitions you remember well</p><p>It was the heat of the moment</p><p>Telling me what your heart meant</p><p>The heat of the moment showed in your eyes</p><p>It was the heat of the moment</p><p>The heat of the moment</p><p>The heat of the moment showed in your eyes</p><p>Heat of the moment</p><p>Heat of the moment</p><p>Heat of the moment</p>
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<p>Ha! Ok, that&rsquo;s actually pretty funny.</p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/682376693026029569/i-dont-usually-do-this-sort-of-thing-but-i-had" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>I don’t usually do this sort of thing, but I had an idea for the roller rink scene.</p><p>So, basically, it’d start at the table like in the photo in the magazine. Noticing that Will was the only one apparently wearing skates at that scene, I think he gets up from the table separately from Mike and El. The other two would be able to switch into skates between scenes, but Will would actually need to skate in that scene.</p><p>The three sit at the table, but it’s awkward. Will tries to talk to Mike, but he’s too focused on El. Eventually, Will gets up, looking down sadly at the pair still sitting before skating off. Maybe he makes some excuse, like he’s going to the bathroom or something. Maybe he goes off to skate by himself. Mike looks concerned, but stays where he is. El spots Angela and the other mean girls on the rink and decides to show Mike off. </p><p>The next scene has Mike and El skating together. Will sees them and starts to skate up to them, but then Mike grabs El’s hand. Will stops striding and just glides. The other two haven’t even noticed he’s there. Will is visibly upset. He skates off angrily, maybe even skating between them or bumping into Mike on the way. Mike skates off after him, leaving El alone on the rink.</p><p>Just in time for Angela to show up. She and her friends saw Mike leave her on the rink and skate around her laughing.</p><p>Angela: Where’s your boyfriend, Jane? </p><p>Mean Girl: Or is he your brother’s boyfriend?</p><p>Her friends just laugh harder with El becoming more and more embarrassed and feeling cornered.</p><p>At the same time, Mike catches up to Will. </p><p>Mike: Will!</p><p>Will: Go away, Mike. </p><p>Mike: What? Why?</p><p>Will: You haven’t said more than two words to me all day and you’re asking me that? Screw you, Mike!</p><p>Mike: What’s your problem?!</p><p>Will: MY problem?! </p><p>Lights are beginning to flicker, but it just looks like a strobe effect in the rink. We cut back to El and the girls. El is looking angry, but doesn’t know what to do.</p><p>Angela: I knew you couldn’t have a real boyfriend. It’s so sweet of you to cover for your queer brother, though.</p><p>El is getting very angry. She doesn’t understand what she’s saying, but it sounds familiar. She remembers Troy taunting Mike at Will’s memorial service at Hawkins Middle School. Mike got so mad then.</p><p>Mean Girl: Or maybe Will stole her boyfriend. </p><p>Angela (laughing): Is that it, Jane? Did your brother make your boyfriend a queer?</p><p>El looks murderous. If she still had her powers, Angela wouldn’t be able to leave under her own power. But she doesn’t have her powers. Then why are the lights flickering even worse now?</p><p>

EDIT: I realize now that I didn’t include the drink being spilled on El. Let’s say this is where that happens. Maybe Angela or one of her friends says “Cool off, Jane!” or something and throws it on her face or dumps it on her head.<br/></p><p>Cut back to Mike and Will, their argument is intensifying. </p><p>Will: Why did you even come here now, Mike? Did you even remember I was here?</p><p>Mike: Of course, I did! Why are you being like this?</p><p>Will: You’ve done nothing but spend time with El since you’ve got here. I thought we were past this, Mike! </p><p>Mike: Look, El told her friends that I was her boyfriend. I can’t just ignore her.</p><p>Will: I’m not asking you to ignore her. I’m asking you not to ignore me!</p><p>Mike: I’m not trying to ignore you. We can spend time together tomorrow!</p><p>Will: Do you even know what day it is, Mike?</p><p>Mike: Yeah, it’s March twenty….second…</p><p>Shit. Mike realizes what the problem is now. But it’s too late.</p><p>Will: Do you know how excited I was to have you come to visit? Now I wish you stayed home!</p><p>The lights are violenting flickering now. Suddenly there’s a scream that gets Mike and Will’s attention. They both notice the odd lights before sharing a look and skating towards the rink. They find El standing over Angela. Her friends are kneeling down, checking on her.</p><p>Mean Girl: Your freaky sister will pay for this, Byers!</p><p>Mike and Will look down on the scene with horror. Angela is badly hurt, her face bloody. She’s crying, though, so she’s conscious. Will looks over at El and notices something.</p><p>Will: El, your nose!</p><p>El looks over at Will and blinks. She brings a hand to her nose and brings it away, seeing the blood. Mike notices and his eyes go wide. El is briefly confused, but shakes her head.</p><p>El: She punched me. I’m ok.</p><p>Will shakes his head before grabbing El’s wrist.</p><p>Will: Let’s get the hell out of here!</p><p>The trio skate off before things get any worse. They find Jonathan and Argyle in the parking lot, probably smoking. Jonathan freaks out seeing El’s bloody nose, but Argyle just asks what he missed. Will just tells him to take them all home.</p></blockquote>


<p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> I thought Mike was wearing skates as well.  o:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="343" data-orig-width="469"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8035f225a71243342880570aa36a755e/ad3f4924ad266eca-20/s2048x3072/aa64b3cbe0405facc36b46e0cea79ad270d9e9ca.jpg" data-orig-height="343" data-orig-width="469" data-media-key="8035f225a71243342880570aa36a755e:ad3f4924ad266eca-20"/></figure><p>But then again, it could just be Will stretching his leg. !? :D</p><p>Anyway, it’s a nice theory. (:</p></blockquote>


<p>Old man eyes. I honestly can&rsquo;t tell whose foot that is, and I couldn&rsquo;t even see it until you pointed it out to me. I don&rsquo;t know why El wouldn&rsquo;t be wearing skates, though, if the other two are.</p><p>Oh well, it&rsquo;s not like this is how it&rsquo;s really going to happen. I&rsquo;m glad you enjoyed it, anyway.</p>
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Body: <p>I don’t usually do this sort of thing, but I had an idea for the roller rink scene.</p><p>So, basically, it’d start at the table like in the photo in the magazine. Noticing that Will was the only one apparently wearing skates at that scene, I think he gets up from the table separately from Mike and El. The other two would be able to switch into skates between scenes, but Will would actually need to skate in that scene.</p><p>The three sit at the table, but it’s awkward. Will tries to talk to Mike, but he’s too focused on El. Eventually, Will gets up, looking down sadly at the pair still sitting before skating off. Maybe he makes some excuse, like he’s going to the bathroom or something. Maybe he goes off to skate by himself. Mike looks concerned, but stays where he is. El spots Angela and the other mean girls on the rink and decides to show Mike off. </p><p>The next scene has Mike and El skating together. Will sees them and starts to skate up to them, but then Mike grabs El’s hand. Will stops striding and just glides. The other two haven’t even noticed he’s there. Will is visibly upset. He skates off angrily, maybe even skating between them or bumping into Mike on the way. Mike skates off after him, leaving El alone on the rink.</p><p>Just in time for Angela to show up. She and her friends saw Mike leave her on the rink and skate around her laughing.</p><p>Angela: Where’s your boyfriend, Jane? </p><p>Mean Girl: Or is he your brother’s boyfriend?</p><p>Her friends just laugh harder with El becoming more and more embarrassed and feeling cornered.</p><p>At the same time, Mike catches up to Will. </p><p>Mike: Will!</p><p>Will: Go away, Mike. </p><p>Mike: What? Why?</p><p>Will: You haven’t said more than two words to me all day and you’re asking me that? Screw you, Mike!</p><p>Mike: What’s your problem?!</p><p>Will: MY problem?! </p><p>Lights are beginning to flicker, but it just looks like a strobe effect in the rink. We cut back to El and the girls. El is looking angry, but doesn’t know what to do.</p><p>Angela: I knew you couldn’t have a real boyfriend. It’s so sweet of you to cover for your queer brother, though.</p><p>El is getting very angry. She doesn’t understand what she’s saying, but it sounds familiar. She remembers Troy taunting Mike at Will’s memorial service at Hawkins Middle School. Mike got so mad then.</p><p>Mean Girl: Or maybe Will stole her boyfriend. </p><p>Angela (laughing): Is that it, Jane? Did your brother make your boyfriend a queer?</p><p>El looks murderous. If she still had her powers, Angela wouldn’t be able to leave under her own power. But she doesn’t have her powers. Then why are the lights flickering even worse now?</p><p>

EDIT: I realize now that I didn’t include the drink being spilled on El. Let’s say this is where that happens. Maybe Angela or one of her friends says “Cool off, Jane!” or something and throws it on her face or dumps it on her head.<br/></p><p>Cut back to Mike and Will, their argument is intensifying. </p><p>Will: Why did you even come here now, Mike? Did you even remember I was here?</p><p>Mike: Of course, I did! Why are you being like this?</p><p>Will: You’ve done nothing but spend time with El since you’ve got here. I thought we were past this, Mike! </p><p>Mike: Look, El told her friends that I was her boyfriend. I can’t just ignore her.</p><p>Will: I’m not asking you to ignore her. I’m asking you not to ignore me!</p><p>Mike: I’m not trying to ignore you. We can spend time together tomorrow!</p><p>Will: Do you even know what day it is, Mike?</p><p>Mike: Yeah, it’s March twenty&hellip;.second&hellip;</p><p>Shit. Mike realizes what the problem is now. But it’s too late.</p><p>Will: Do you know how excited I was to have you come to visit? Now I wish you stayed home!</p><p>The lights are violenting flickering now. Suddenly there’s a scream that gets Mike and Will’s attention. They both notice the odd lights before sharing a look and skating towards the rink. They find El standing over Angela. Her friends are kneeling down, checking on her.</p><p>Mean Girl: Your freaky sister will pay for this, Byers!</p><p>Mike and Will look down on the scene with horror. Angela is badly hurt, her face bloody. She’s crying, though, so she’s conscious. Will looks over at El and notices something.</p><p>Will: El, your nose!</p><p>El looks over at Will and blinks. She brings a hand to her nose and brings it away, seeing the blood. Mike notices and his eyes go wide. El is briefly confused, but shakes her head.</p><p>El: She punched me. I’m ok.</p><p>Will shakes his head before grabbing El’s wrist.</p><p>Will: Let’s get the hell out of here!</p><p>The trio skate off before things get any worse. They find Jonathan and Argyle in the parking lot, probably smoking. Jonathan freaks out seeing El’s bloody nose, but Argyle just asks what he missed. Will just tells him to take them all home.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://andorseries.tumblr.com/post/682346550875291648/guys-i-need-help-with-these">andorseries</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>guys I need help with these </h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="912" data-orig-width="1166"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5e019a91b86eb699a075481b49bbaf42/ff4d24086f851fea-0d/s640x960/7436af0a77a9f6f9505774ed3a36ca18c6dc18f4.jpg" data-orig-height="912" data-orig-width="1166"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="315" data-orig-width="469"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2e1ec9cba4e98f734aad086f8bc3ee85/ff4d24086f851fea-e9/s640x960/bdc5dc5b0e644045906b8aba0812c70eed978724.jpg" data-orig-height="315" data-orig-width="469"/></figure></div><p>i noticed the change on billy&rsquo;s grave (from billy to his full name, william) but since I&rsquo;m from brazil idk if this is something netflix brasil did or if it&rsquo;s in the other trailers too (i couldn&rsquo;t find them lol)</p><p>is it like a mistake or&hellip;?</p><p>reply and win a snack </p></blockquote>
<p>No, that’s how it really is in the trailer.</p><p>Whether it’s something that was edited for the trailer, or it’s something that actually matters in the show itself, remains to be seen.</p><p>Personally, I’m thinking it may be a <a href="https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/SpottingTheThread">Spotting the Thread</a> or <a href="https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/AGlitchInTheMatrix">A Glitch in the Matrix</a> moment.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/659064332424986624/some-more-wild-speculation" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>So, bear with me here because I went down the rabbit hole with a shower thought I had, and I can’t help but feel it could make for a good Stranger Things moment. We know the clock theme has been heavy in the promo of season 4, and it seems to be more likely representing a countdown. I started to wonder if if the “countdown” ends at 12, and it will be used, in part, to introduce 012.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0586e54f7e3fdd6e0a270dda53eb24ee/778da244171378c7-50/s540x810/d9ca598b5adca4a079eb4e4cd92ef1f43315dc1c.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure><p>This would build off of the theory that 1) it’s Will in front of that car, and 2) it’s Lonnie’s car. I foresee this happening towards the end of the season, possibly as part of the ending (though I admit it’d be weird to include such a thing in a teaser).</p><p>Here’s a quick breakdown at what I can see being possible:</p><ul><li>Joyce is dead or MIA(hopefully the latter) after the events of season 4, and Lonnie gets custody of Will.</li><li>Lonnie decides to finally make Will a real man by taking him, against his will, to a doctor who will “get the queer out of him.”</li><li>Lonnie thinks it’s more or less gay conversion therapy, but maybe it turns out to actually be run by Brenner. </li><li>Will reaches his Despair Event Horizon, as he always held out hope that his dad actually loved him. He becomes furious that his dad would do something like this to him.</li><li>Will’s powers manifest explicitly for the first time, as he causes a lightning bolt to strike a tree. </li><li>Lonnie stops the car, as a tree branch falls in his path. Will gets out of the car and walks back down the road, fuming.</li><li>Lonnie gets ahold of himself and begins to drive back towards Will, but then sparks start to appear on the underside of the car, and the gas tank explode, flipping the car over.</li><li>The car bursts into flames, while Will looks on, a look of disbelief and remorse on his face.</li><li>The camera zooms closer to Will as he brings his left hand up to wipe some blood from his nose. His digital watch shorted out, causing it to blink 12:00).</li></ul><p>I’m honestly at a loss as to where it would go from there, but it came together too well to not share.</p></blockquote>


<p>For those who may not have seen it, this was my big &ldquo;Will is in front of the burning car&rdquo; theory.</p><p>I no longer think it&rsquo;s accurate.</p><p>If it does turn out to be Will, then some Vecna funny business is probably going on.</p><p>Still, I think it was a pretty good idea.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/682334665185656832">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I&rsquo;ve seen a lot of recent posts by Byler fans saying something along the lines of &ldquo;we feel really bad for the nice shippers if Byler becomes canon.&rdquo; </p><p>Look. Empathy and understanding is very nice. That&rsquo;s very sweet of you to care about other people&rsquo;s feelings. It is. We need more kindness in this fandom. I&rsquo;m sure you all know that from personal experience. 🙃</p><p>However.</p><p>Please, please don&rsquo;t prostate yourselves and apologize endlessly to other fans if Byler becomes canon.</p><p>In fact&hellip; don&rsquo;t fucking apologize at all. And don&rsquo;t act like you owe anyone a fucking apology.</p><p>Don&rsquo;t act like you somehow owe the world an apology for a fantastically foreshadowed and well-written slow burn friends-to-lovers coming of age queer story becoming canon.</p><p>Do not make that wonderful thing into something you feel guilty about.</p><p>Drop that internalized homophobia&hellip; that idea that your happiness and a story that you relate to becoming important is somehow hurting other people&hellip; that you&rsquo;re allowing this bullshit fandom to pressure you into feeling. Full stop. Do not allow that feeling to manifest itself in any apology.</p><h2>Allow yourself to be happy if Byler becomes canon. Completely happy. And do not let anyone take that from you.</h2><p>Do not feel guilty for noticing the deep relationship between Mike and Will that has been intentionally woven into the story since the beginning while others, for whatever reason, didn&rsquo;t see it.</p><p>If Byler becomes canon&hellip;</p><p>Apologize to no one.</p></blockquote>
<p>There’s a big difference between being gracious in victory and being apologetic.</p><p>We would have no need to apologize, as that suggests that we did something wrong. We wouldn’t have.</p><p>We can be gracious, though. </p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://0aurelion-sol0.tumblr.com/post/682334273512046592/crazy-rabbit-hole-time" class="tumblr_blog">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/682328097858650112/crazy-rabbit-hole-time" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Someone may have reported on this before ( <a href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>​ if I had to guess), but I found out more about that chess set. Maybe many of you have already noticed this, and I either missed it or forgot. Anyhoo…</p><figure data-orig-width="1214" data-orig-height="535" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f14d214b0e126be15ae72a9d34e66c69/aff1c0a880953768-5e/s540x810/ba9992fef43afe431de6780e0f46c744ee273a42.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1214" data-orig-height="535"/></figure><p>It’s a replica of the chess set used in Bladerunner.</p><figure data-orig-width="680" data-orig-height="354" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5c77ac3ccc852651f805677b821f1d71/aff1c0a880953768-c4/s540x810/5901424f75119833fa9a8e210b15a66fb05f30b9.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="680" data-orig-height="354"/></figure><p>You can even buy a replica on Amazon.</p><figure data-orig-width="1607" data-orig-height="818" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/10063e21afcb9056c2db6b5f6d96bbe0/aff1c0a880953768-d7/s540x810/002de1057b128a691d42409693e7984cbc162d4e.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1607" data-orig-height="818"/></figure><p>This chess set was originally made sometime in the 70s. It’s very possible it’s still from the massacre, even though it definitely doesn’t match the chess set seen in the HNL Control Room monitors.</p><figure data-orig-width="370" data-orig-height="261" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b45fa8963b44632db61ca00eafceac22/aff1c0a880953768-51/s540x810/bec2b019e30f16545a42d6ca10a2ab57e4a472c6.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="370" data-orig-height="261"/></figure><p>Bladerunner dealt with “replicants” who were often created with implanted memories that led them to believe they were normal humans. This does, perhaps coincidentally, tie in with a theory I recently had regarding the numbered experiments.</p><p>If we’re to believe that Vecna is someone that ended up in the Upside Down 20 or so years ago, then it stands to reason he was involved in some very experimental stuff around the time Brenner and MKUltra came to Hawkins in the 50s. He would likely be part of the project, and his disappearance would no doubt be a huge loss to Brenner. But perhaps Brenner had an ace in the hole.</p><p>His subjects are numbered, despite having names, and these numbers are, apparently, sequential.</p><p>What if Brenner has been trying to recreate his original “success” by essentially impregnating women with “Vecna”’s genetic material through artificial insemination? </p><p>What if El was really the first successful (in terms of what he was looking for) result?</p><p>This would put further meaning into El and Kali seeing each other as sisters.</p><p>This would explain Will and El having something of a resemblance (if Will is indeed 012). </p><p>This would explain why Brenner would be so insistent in getting Terry’s baby.</p><p>None of the memories El might have would even be reliable at that point. Kali’s, too, really. </p><p>Brenner would want to “dispose of” the unsuccessful “replicants” (to use the Bladerunner term).</p><p>A major theme of the story was whether these artificially created beings had any value to their very lives. They were meant to be disposed of after serving their purposes, but they wanted life. At least one wasn’t even aware she was a replicant.</p><p>If El were to find out about this, may she go through a crisis where she doesn’t know if her life has any real value? May she see herself as a monster again, especially if it turns out she really did kill the other kids?</p><p>This season has a lot of potential. I hope they can execute it well.</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p>Someone may have reported on this before ( <a href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>​ if I had to guess), but I found out more about that chess set. Maybe many of you have already noticed this, and I either missed it or forgot. Anyhoo&hellip;</p><figure data-orig-width="1214" data-orig-height="535" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f14d214b0e126be15ae72a9d34e66c69/aff1c0a880953768-5e/s540x810/ba9992fef43afe431de6780e0f46c744ee273a42.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1214" data-orig-height="535"/></figure><p>It’s a replica of the chess set used in Bladerunner.</p><figure data-orig-width="680" data-orig-height="354" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5c77ac3ccc852651f805677b821f1d71/aff1c0a880953768-c4/s540x810/5901424f75119833fa9a8e210b15a66fb05f30b9.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="680" data-orig-height="354"/></figure><p>You can even buy a replica on Amazon.</p><figure data-orig-width="1607" data-orig-height="818" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/10063e21afcb9056c2db6b5f6d96bbe0/aff1c0a880953768-d7/s540x810/002de1057b128a691d42409693e7984cbc162d4e.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1607" data-orig-height="818"/></figure><p>This chess set was originally made sometime in the 70s. It’s very possible it’s still from the massacre, even though it definitely doesn’t match the chess set seen in the HNL Control Room monitors.</p><figure data-orig-width="370" data-orig-height="261" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b45fa8963b44632db61ca00eafceac22/aff1c0a880953768-51/s540x810/bec2b019e30f16545a42d6ca10a2ab57e4a472c6.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="370" data-orig-height="261"/></figure><p>Bladerunner dealt with “replicants” who were often created with implanted memories that led them to believe they were normal humans. This does, perhaps coincidentally, tie in with a theory I recently had regarding the numbered experiments.</p><p>If we’re to believe that Vecna is someone that ended up in the Upside Down 20 or so years ago, then it stands to reason he was involved in some very experimental stuff around the time Brenner and MKUltra came to Hawkins in the 50s. He would likely be part of the project, and his disappearance would no doubt be a huge loss to Brenner. But perhaps Brenner had an ace in the hole.</p><p>His subjects are numbered, despite having names, and these numbers are, apparently, sequential.</p><p>What if Brenner has been trying to recreate his original “success” by essentially impregnating women with “Vecna”’s genetic material through artificial insemination? </p><p>What if El was really the first successful (in terms of what he was looking for) result?</p><p>This would put further meaning into El and Kali seeing each other as sisters.</p><p>This would explain Will and El having something of a resemblance (if Will is indeed 012). </p><p>This would explain why Brenner would be so insistent in getting Terry’s baby.</p><p>None of the memories El might have would even be reliable at that point. Kali’s, too, really. </p><p>Brenner would want to “dispose of” the unsuccessful “replicants” (to use the Bladerunner term).</p><p>A major theme of the story was whether these artificially created beings had any value to their very lives. They were meant to be disposed of after serving their purposes, but they wanted life. At least one wasn’t even aware she was a replicant.</p><p>If El were to find out about this, may she go through a crisis where she doesn’t know if her life has any real value? May she see herself as a monster again, especially if it turns out she really did kill the other kids?</p><p>This season has a lot of potential. I hope they can execute it well.</p>
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<p>There’s a resemblance, but I don’t know that we can say it’s him.</p><p>At first glance, it just looks like the kids from the Massacre at Hawkins Lab, but it could be a misdirection. I only say this because of the images from the HNL Control Room teaser that came out right before the 002 teaser where the above image is from.</p><p>This image could be seen on one of the monitors:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="261" data-orig-width="370"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b45fa8963b44632db61ca00eafceac22/c9e112a5a704e309-2b/s640x960/8471bd994361c2495a51fdd445c3281d86411bcf.png" data-orig-height="261" data-orig-width="370"/></figure></div><p>If one doesn’t look too close, then it’s easy to say that this is just the aftermath of those kids being killed. However, a closer look reveals that this is not the same chessboard. This one is rather plain board with standard pieces. The photo you’re referring to, though, has a fancier board with multiple borders and what appears to be a lighter finish. The pieces are also far more ornate and have a special theme to them.</p><p>It could be that this represents a false memory situation, but it could also be that Brenner has set up a new Rainbow Room.</p><p>Or, of course, we find out that this is all happening in someone’s head in a mental hospital.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/682274996622639104">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/682273872721133568">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/682268543575818240">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1520" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a60b867a6b63a9aef2a09cc3925b8ccf/dc0fdaea4281861f-4a/s640x960/cd7203743ec265ca0693d7138e3a6e84aca73b54.png" data-orig-height="1520" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>&ldquo;Liked by Will and 11 others&rdquo; isn&rsquo;t part of the interface. It&rsquo;s the video itself. I don&rsquo;t know about you guys, but I find that clever and creative. I wonder what the 700 might be a reference to, if anything.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know if any of this means anything, but I&rsquo;ll take anything that highlights the connections between El and Will.</p></blockquote><p>Interesting  very interesting. WILL and 11.  😏</p><p>700= 007?  We all know there&rsquo;s a bunch of 7 refs in the series </p></blockquote><p>Good point. I figure it being a round number is enough to make it stand out. If they just wanted a random number, they could have said something like 734.</p></blockquote>
<p>My question now, though, is why is this only appearing to show up on the Indian Netflix Instagram and nowhere else?</p><p>Am I gonna find out this is another fan made thing they just happened to share?</p>
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<p>So it&rsquo;s worth mentioning that I&rsquo;m being told this is fan made. I suppose the rainbow doesn&rsquo;t exactly seem to fit with the rest of it. </p><p>Still, it&rsquo;s a nice job. </p>
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<p>Good point. I figure it being a round number is enough to make it stand out. If they just wanted a random number, they could have said something like 734.</p>
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Body: <p>I&rsquo;ve said it before, and I&rsquo;ll say it again. If Van Halen&rsquo;s &ldquo;Why Can&rsquo;t This Be Love&rdquo; is on the soundtrack, I&rsquo;m going to lose my damn mind.</p>
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<p>What I find interesting is that her house is a spot on the Monopoly board. I wonder what happens there.</p><p>I just hope she turns out to be a good counselor. We tend to be portrayed as either ineffectual or clueless in media.</p>
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<p>Have you not seen the individual poster?</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1920" data-orig-width="1296"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0fb60fb716dc88f2abc5d55e77248f5d/e56553b27c9700c4-0e/s640x960/ad39e64d9c49c69fb927d1dfadfd0976b99e4625.jpg" data-orig-height="1920" data-orig-width="1296"/></figure></div><p>Where they&rsquo;re a lot closer to each other?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/mayabruhbruh/682145087770279936">mayabruhbruh</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Don’t know if anyone has pointed this out yet but ermmmm</h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="698" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ac23e0f081f8f35c47d3c3b57b0fee2f/285f5853b083396e-d4/s640x960/dbcec8f64f7f52cfd1601d1ef2f51e7413f25b9d.jpg" data-orig-height="698" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="782" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a28461754746bb77ffe9aee6b1f541d8/285f5853b083396e-b1/s640x960/167feb587051d2845db16956cd159f290bb651de.png" data-orig-height="782" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><h2>It looks a lot like Will is standing in front of the table, giving the gay yearning gaze back at m!leven yet again </h2><h2>HE WILL NEVER BEAT THE ALLEGATIONS. NEVER😭😭</h2><p>I find it so strange how any time we point out quite obvious signs of Will’s jealousy, there’s the idea that “<i>he’s just jealous because he wants his own relationship like that</i>” in which people can fall back on when they don’t believe us. LIKE BRO. ITS ONLY EVER M!LEVEN. not even Lumax made him uncomfortable like this relationship seems to. When the rain scene came out, everyone kept saying “<i>oh Will just isn’t ready to grow up and he doesn’t care about relationships yet</i>” WHEN WE LITERALLY GOT DIRECT-ISH/INDIRECT CONFIRMATION BY MIKE SAYING HE DOESNT LIKE GIRLS. It baffles me. Do you guys think the Duffers make this agonising dynamic, where both could be possible, on purpose? Like, they keep it hidden by allowing people to believe the idea of Will missing the old days and not being able to move on and/or wanting a relationship of his own like all his friends (where he feels like he’s missing out). I do believe the D&amp;D stuff was about that childhood thing, but over time it definitely changed into something deeper (specifically between him and Mike). Evidently. </p><p>Tell me what y’all think, because it’s truly been killing me since S3 came out.</p></blockquote>
<p>So how long do you think they&rsquo;ll play out &ldquo;Will is just jealous because he&rsquo;s single&rdquo; or &ldquo;Will is upset that his friends are growing up&rdquo; before they finally pull the trigger and reveal that it&rsquo;s all because it&rsquo;s Mike?</p>
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Body: <figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="833" data-orig-width="1731"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f8413d86e89dbc859b6bb17e03404b64/4085d8ba3bf4d22b-b6/s540x810/2ea6c103904122096ad8c7d5b505cff945a1c79c.png" data-orig-height="833" data-orig-width="1731"/></figure><p>So, I saw some people mention that they see Snowball decorations in this scene, I think?</p><p>It’s awfully dark for me to tell, and I even upped the light level as much as I could. Is anyone else able to tell?</p><p>If that’s what it is, then I’d say we’re definitely taking a trip through memories (aside from normal flashbacks), possibly dark mirror versions of them. I mean actual, physical memories that people can interact with in some manner.</p><p>I’d hope it’s not just El exploring that realm. There’d definitely be some exciting things for her to experience, but the same would go for multiple other characters, as well. We have a reason to believe Max goes through something like that as part of a trance, but I don’t know if that’s quite the same thing.</p>
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<p>You know, maybe it&rsquo;s just because they&rsquo;re not friendly with the Party&rsquo;s parents, but I just noticed Max&rsquo;s parents are conspicuously absent here.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/682090851855417344/just-checked-out-the-website-pretty-sure-its">awhstrangerthings</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/682090340511072256">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/682089774562033664">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://the-palace-arcade.tumblr.com/post/682089291662360577/what-is-there-something-else-hidden">the-palace-arcade</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2047" data-orig-width="1040"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cd06c5e56aa73838008501d067d4aa90/55c4a28a556fe800-d1/s640x960/c26317c0abd8e60e956735b857fc91361a542aae.jpg" data-orig-height="2047" data-orig-width="1040"/></figure></div><p>What? 👀</p><p>Is there something else hidden???</p></blockquote><p>Fuck!</p><p><a href="https://iamhellsmaster.com/">https://iamhellsmaster.com/</a></p><p>Go!</p></blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="49" data-orig-width="466"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ea49f4da9bd3b5a9f491cb545a62ad24/fb59d7f786474602-98/s640x960/864a9598415b06aaf6190038a1248b72f4fd3a9b.png" data-orig-height="49" data-orig-width="466"/></figure></div><p>Well, I’m almost certain there will be a cross-promotion of some kind, but they hid this damn thing in the trailer. If it’s just a merch thing, then they were really banking on obsessive fans making them money.</p></blockquote><p>Just checked out the website. Pretty sure it’s just some stupid NFT thing. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="980" data-orig-width="1076"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/244c58ce6594f0d3e20949ca9135365c/31ce1d6903b4db6d-1d/s640x960/d46f89d2cc3fae6e3b46cbd3cf2c88c6439f1376.png" data-orig-height="980" data-orig-width="1076"/></figure></div><p>I’m almost positive Candy Digital is like an NFT/internet collectibles website. This probably isn’t anything special, I’m guessing. </p></blockquote>
<p>Being sponsored by an NFT site wouldn’t be ideal, but sponsors are sponsors. I doubt they’d hide this in the trailer if it wasn’t something interesting.</p>
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<p>Some people think so because of the scene with the remaining Party members and their parents in the Wheeler house being talked to by the new police chief. It sticks out because Mike is almost certainly in California by the time this happens.</p><p>While it&rsquo;s still possible, it could be that it&rsquo;s just because they&rsquo;re at the Wheeler house without permission when there&rsquo;s a curfew or something. Remember we have that still of Dustin, Lucas, and Erica in Nancy&rsquo;s room with the LiteBrite, so we know they go to the Wheeler house.</p>
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Body: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="759" data-orig-width="749"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/72b15c20fc3cb0f393e522ed52f22a9a/b6ace45098315206-21/s640x960/06443f2d6c83439874a49c233994f01684f1e974.jpg" data-orig-height="759" data-orig-width="749"/></figure></div><p>So, maybe this is just because I&rsquo;m being pessimistic at the moment, but what if this doesn&rsquo;t turn out the way it looks? It all looks a little too easy there. </p><p>I&rsquo;m not even sure if I like the idea of a character made up just to give Robin a girlfriend. Still, I don&rsquo;t think I&rsquo;d like it any better if they subverted our expectations there.</p>
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<p>I&rsquo;d say that settles that.</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "b86ce0f36d3260c2e5bc14f553839da44b8f658e.jpg"

Post id: 682055869498867712
Date: 2022-04-20 12:52:45 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/682055869498867712
Slug: byersenthusiast-now-im-not-saying-that-i-think
Reblog key: BEetdhKo
Reblog url: https://byersenthusiast-deactivated2022.tumblr.com/post/682027531959943168
Reblog name: byersenthusiast-deactivated2022
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://byersenthusiast.tumblr.com/post/682027531959943168/now-im-not-saying-that-i-think-this-is-will-in" class="tumblr_blog">byersenthusiast</a>:</p>
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</p><p>idk, let me know what you guys think.</p></blockquote>


<p>These kids seem to be from the 002 teaser, which is most likely part of the Massacre at Hawkins Lab. The chess set can be seen ruined and blood splattered on one of the monitors in the HNL Control Room video that came out shortly before the 002 teaser.</p><p><br/></p><figure data-orig-height="152" data-orig-width="138"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d1c2be74d1d3c17af15ca6efac7bd0f3/1805de2de23ef1df-79/s2048x3072/2831712e2556f8723a79c50b5bbed11b4a562adb.jpg" data-orig-height="152" data-orig-width="138" data-media-key="d1c2be74d1d3c17af15ca6efac7bd0f3:1805de2de23ef1df-79"/></figure><p>All of those kids are probably dead.</p><p>Although, it&rsquo;s probably worth mentioning that the monitor appears to show a regular chess set, whereas the 002 teaser has more elaborate pieces.</p><p>It could indeed be an entirely new scene from a new Rainbow Room, or it could be a misremembered/manipulated detail from when El is made to remember it.</p>
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<p>Ok, I suppose this does make more sense than &ldquo;Hi, Joyce, I&rsquo;m in a Russian prison. Come get me!&rdquo;</p><p>But why are the Duffers revealing stuff like this before release? They could just leave it at Hopper managing to sneak a message to Joyce that he&rsquo;s still alive.</p><p>Also, while it does make sense that Hopper reach out to Joyce, why would he think she has access to any significant amount of money?</p>
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<p>I can see it. If Mike and Will really are having problems, then Jonathan may be stuck trying to mediate. He might get fed up with Mike’s attitude and confront him in a way that Mike can’t avoid. As over it all as Jonathan looks in all photos we’ve seen (probably because he’s high), I imagine he’ll still be very protective of Will. Since it’s Mike, though, I think Jonathan would have a bit more patience, especially if he notices that Mike is going through some stuff.</p><p>Bonus points if Jonathan talking to Mike parallels an attempt by Nancy and/or Karen earlier in the season before he leaves. He’s detached enough from his family to brush them off, but the Byers have always seemed like a second family for him.</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "8c243d1bf2c49a13b2c06fc062871a8f31fae0ac.jpg",
 "2298be50531e96f92c5a9afc42c971b80cacf793.jpg"

Post id: 681980998233325569
Date: 2022-04-19 17:02:42 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681980998233325569
Slug: the-heteronormativity-is-strong-in-this-fandom
Reblog key: EMlwojAp
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/laurenmustdie/681979351142694912
Reblog name: laurenmustdie
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/laurenmustdie/681979351142694912">laurenmustdie</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i saw people on instagram thinking that the love triangle between mike, will and el means that both mike and will like eleven 💀💀 i&rsquo;m losing braincells</p></blockquote>
<p>The heteronormativity is strong in this fandom sometimes. They&rsquo;re going to be living as siblings.</p><p>Apparently, incest is more acceptable than having gay characters, as long as it means Mike and El are in love.</p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://byler3is9jesus4.tumblr.com/post/681977274877280256/hawkinsschoolcounselor-since-ive-talked-about" class="tumblr_blog">byler3is9jesus4</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://alreadycrazysstuff.tumblr.com/post/681977217601994752/hawkinsschoolcounselor-since-ive-talked-about" class="tumblr_blog">alreadycrazysstuff</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/681919340450299904/since-ive-talked-about-wills-watch-today-i" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>Since I’ve talked about Will’s watch today, I suppose it’s worth noting what he’s using.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1000" data-orig-width="800"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7487e9fd61496fb8b2707b80ba3bdf92/a698cc501642c739-d6/s540x810/32b487e3160f431ecb810f4a4e434fac228d0349.jpg" data-orig-height="1000" data-orig-width="800"/></figure><p>It can be seen here:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bdf0668d43be38ae6c9191e2ea351453/a698cc501642c739-61/s540x810/94a31e1ce874ba95d305bb6b6e2bafa94bb6bd1e.gif" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="480"/></figure><p>And here:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="406" data-orig-width="422"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/93589af847c222e17740ca5ab875cc6e/a698cc501642c739-e2/s540x810/2519eaf8dfa3a085a64d6f78ef5d218f7822aefe.jpg" data-orig-height="406" data-orig-width="422"/></figure><p>I have no idea what it means, if anything, but it’s pretty neat. </p></blockquote>


<p>reminded me of that scene in 002</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="364" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4f19365e193f35d93e55af5f9d7ad192/a488612e0ae18107-39/s2048x3072/120e2f1cd5cedbb5c5e091073b12535498022b32.png" data-orig-height="364" data-orig-width="720" data-media-key="4f19365e193f35d93e55af5f9d7ad192:a488612e0ae18107-39"/></figure></blockquote>


<p>OMG</p></blockquote>


<p>and am i going crazy or does the person’s wrist kinda look like it has a mark from the imprint of a watch?</p></blockquote>


<p>That kid is using his right hand. Will wears his watch on his left wrist like most right-handed people.</p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://alreadycrazysstuff.tumblr.com/post/681977217601994752/hawkinsschoolcounselor-since-ive-talked-about" class="tumblr_blog">alreadycrazysstuff</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/681919340450299904/since-ive-talked-about-wills-watch-today-i" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>Since I’ve talked about Will’s watch today, I suppose it’s worth noting what he’s using.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1000" data-orig-width="800"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7487e9fd61496fb8b2707b80ba3bdf92/a698cc501642c739-d6/s540x810/32b487e3160f431ecb810f4a4e434fac228d0349.jpg" data-orig-height="1000" data-orig-width="800"/></figure><p>It can be seen here:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bdf0668d43be38ae6c9191e2ea351453/a698cc501642c739-61/s540x810/94a31e1ce874ba95d305bb6b6e2bafa94bb6bd1e.gif" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="480"/></figure><p>And here:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="406" data-orig-width="422"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/93589af847c222e17740ca5ab875cc6e/a698cc501642c739-e2/s540x810/2519eaf8dfa3a085a64d6f78ef5d218f7822aefe.jpg" data-orig-height="406" data-orig-width="422"/></figure><p>I have no idea what it means, if anything, but it’s pretty neat. </p></blockquote>


<p>reminded me of that scene in 002</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="364" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4f19365e193f35d93e55af5f9d7ad192/a488612e0ae18107-39/s2048x3072/120e2f1cd5cedbb5c5e091073b12535498022b32.png" data-orig-height="364" data-orig-width="720" data-media-key="4f19365e193f35d93e55af5f9d7ad192:a488612e0ae18107-39"/></figure></blockquote>


<p>OMG</p></blockquote>


<p>I won&rsquo;t lie. I thought of that block building kid, too. </p><p>All those kids are probably dead, though.</p>
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<p>It does sort of make you think why they&rsquo;d put out a video of the different times characters have called Will&rsquo;s name. That always struck me as something of an odd choice for a random video.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/will-the-frog/681972496545808384">will-the-frog</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I haven’t seen anyone talk about this but I feel like it really explains mi*leven shippers (at times) toxic behaviors or attitudes towards any other ship that might interfere with theirs, especially byler. Ok so basically most hard core m*leven shippers are straight right? Well at least most that I’ve met. Straight people aren’t used to queerbaiting like byler’s predominately queer fanbase is. Straight people always get their ships, if there’s even a little tension between the main character and a person of the opposite gender, BOOM, they’re making out the next scene(I know that’s an exaggeration but yk what I mean LOL) Whereas us queer people constantly get siked out and even if a character is very obviously queer they will nearly never be confirmed as such. This makes us accept the possibility that we’re wrong and being queerbaited versus if your entire media experience has been from the perspective of always (even if it takes awhile) getting the ship you want, it would be incredibly difficult for m*levels to fathom that the first straight ship in all of ST might not be endgame.</p><p>Anyways lmk what you think sorry if this is a bit incoherent 😭</p></blockquote>
<p>No, it&rsquo;s not incoherent, at all. Nothing you&rsquo;ve said here is wrong, even if, as you said yourself, you exaggerated a bit for effect.</p><p>The average viewer is simply brought up to expect the straight couples to get together, regardless of whether it&rsquo;s done well. It&rsquo;s just the default expectation. Meanwhile, nobody believes characters are or could be gay unless a show or movie specifically says so. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bylerfluff/681967198039900160">bylerfluff</a>:</p><blockquote><p>what if will draws or paints something for mike and when they finally see each other again he tries to give it to him but mike’s closeted ass doesn’t wanna face the truth so he clings to el because once again she’s his beard and will is totally dejected and hurt because he worked hard on his drawing and was excited for mike to see it and he’s pretty much ignoring him to be with el and during the roller rink scene mike is once again ignoring will to be with el and for will his emotions are mounting and building to the point where he can’t take it anymore and storms off. mike, suddenly concerned decides to follow him and that’s where they have their second fight/argument of the series, but this time the fight is bad, way worse than their first one and that’s why in the trailer they seem distant bc they fought in the roller rink and will stays mad/hurt at mike during the season. they never actually talked about their first fight or resolved it because of everything else going on and if will &amp; mike fight again in s4 i can bet anything it’ll be over el and how mike is pushing will aside as if he’s not even there which means they’re back at the same issue, the one that was never resolved in s3 which gives me hope that in s4 they’ll actually talk about it and i think they will because el is not gonna be there and as noah said in an interview it’s just ‘will and mike’ so that gives them plenty of time to genuinely talk about everything, a true heart to heart. </p></blockquote>
<p>I&rsquo;ve seen this idea tossed around before. I feel like it <i>could</i> work as a jumping off point for their relationship, but there&rsquo;s things about it that I&rsquo;m not sure would work. </p><p>First, it would be Will&rsquo;s birthday, so why would Will be giving Mike something. I suppose it could be an early birthday gift for Mike, but we&rsquo;ve yet to see April 7 acknowledged in any official capacity.</p><p>Second, Mike rejecting such a gift, one with so much effort and feeling put into it, would really make him look bad. Even if he were to do it because he was struggling with his feelings, it&rsquo;d be hard for Will to forgive such a cold rejection.</p><p>I do expect tension between them, though. We&rsquo;ve all noticed how they never had Mike apologize. We&rsquo;ve also noticed how sweet, but restrained, their farewell scene was when Will donated his D&amp;D set. We&rsquo;re not going to start out with honest feelings, but I can&rsquo;t say I know how they&rsquo;re going to proceed.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://siriuslybarking.tumblr.com/post/681963553802059776/what-a-weird-inconsistency-duffer-brothers">siriuslybarking</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1564" data-orig-width="1564"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/09e3015d048d054d299eb043b8da3b91/5e070db0ce289ee7-e1/s640x960/3f708a9435cc5a9ac080dedd4b08941a34ce7a5c.jpg" data-orig-height="1564" data-orig-width="1564"/></figure></div><p>What a weird inconsistency, duffer brothers explain </p></blockquote>
<p>Since my earlier guess of parallel worlds is likely wrong, I&rsquo;ll say that maybe one is real and the other is part of an illusion. </p><p>That or someone just made a really odd choice in editing the trailer.</p>
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<blockquote><h2><b>God that (m*leven) interview is sad without all the romantic filler in between …</b></h2><p>Finn: “  pretty<b> </b>deeply sad… because they haven’t had anyone else to like. They don’t have a normal life and this is the way it is for them. I think they’re pretty indebted to each other.</p><p>Millie: It’s like they’re married and there’s no option for divorce<b>.</b> You get to see some<b> </b>real relationship issues… really funny and it’s very comedic, but it’s also very real.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d8d4a4a0d413665c8ed29f8adb37cba8/dc691a597bc92f63-e4/s2048x3072/fe0245a48f871ec3c1d808b86f2236e17366d5e6.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536" data-media-key="d8d4a4a0d413665c8ed29f8adb37cba8:dc691a597bc92f63-e4" alt="image"/></figure><p>Not to mention  finn saying  mike thinks of El, as a &ldquo;mom or a dad”. (Another familal parallel).</p><p>Obviously regardless of what will occur in s4, the cast are all coached to avoid spoilers in interviews. If not endgame, they wouldn’t give that away. I don’t take any interview that seriously. But regardless , all the fluffy words with  the sad messaging … is so odd to read. Like even if endgame… there’s  a sadness to their predicament . Like if you read between the lines it just sounds bleak (whethee intentional or not). </p><p>S4 is kind of make-it or break-it for m*leven. Beause , clearly they have stuff to work on before they can ever work properly as a couple <b> . You shouldn’t date someone- based on feeling you owe them something (“indebted”). Or because you feel “abnormal”, and that you could never [like/be liked by] someone else. So just never breakup despite “ REAL relationship issues”. </b></p><p>Sounds like what bylers always suspected was going on in that ship, tbh.</p><p>These lines from the interview sort of remind me of -Lucas’ fight with Mike(about his dynamic with El ): “you’re blind! blind! because a girl’s <span class="npf_color_joey">not</span> <span class="npf_color_ross">grossed</span> out by you!”</p><p>Will about love: “it’s <span class="npf_color_ross">gross</span>”. “I’m <span class="npf_color_joey">not</span> going to fall in love. ”</p><p>If they’re supposed to be endgame… they really need to alleviate these issues (along with the spying/lying) . Otherwise I’m more inclined to believe- they’ll amicable breakup (but have a familial bond/love ). Worst case scenario is:  the Duffers just… can’t write a healthy good ship and will never fix any of the real issues with  the pairings. </p><p>Also,honestly… what m*leven shipper wants to see more  “relationship issues” about their ship (played for laughs)?? Wouldn’t they want the opposite, aka less issues? Not like we didn’t have comedic- relationship drama in s3 for them. Is it going to make people like a pairing more-  to show the “main ship” constantly having relationship drama the entirety of their romantic relationship??? Seems counter-productive to write. But that’s just me  XD </p></blockquote>
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<blockquote><p>A newly
released interview with Finn and Millie has been making the rounds today, in
which they discuss the future of Mike and El’s relationship in the show at one point:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="189" data-orig-width="1090"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9d9331e84f487a3539f9ac4768fe84ae/74aa52db341d0928-06/s540x810/8de62cbf60b23ff253601171df208ca175e9c775.png" data-orig-height="189" data-orig-width="1090"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="742" data-orig-width="981"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9a29622f60bc1e824dbf88d88afd6711/74aa52db341d0928-07/s540x810/d6173b1b2c95152ba7e85342c13d5249a701d88c.png" data-orig-height="742" data-orig-width="981"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="112" data-orig-width="735"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3851cebcfe50369ccee4cdbb51d9c20a/74aa52db341d0928-1f/s540x810/5d7c01192f613aff1eb9ac587224e59e1a8119f8.png" data-orig-height="112" data-orig-width="735"/></figure><p>I don’t view one interview
as definitive given the wider context of Byler, but that’s a discussion for
another day. 

This post is more of a reflection than a persuasive argument.

I’m in the mood for a kitchen table talk, but feel free to scroll along if that’s not your cup of tea.</p><p>Some
people who know me on here know that I went through a tough breakup last year. It was
a long relationship—one where we grew into ourselves together, encouraging and
floundering and leaning on each other during many of the most stressful
experiences of our lives up to this point. Its dissolution left a lot of
shattered dreams for the future in its wake.</p><p>We loved each
other. And we still love each other, but in a new way, as close platonic
friends. It was a challenge to make that shift, but it was one we were both
committed to making.</p><p>The thing
is, while going through that transition in our relationship, I realized how few
examples I had of our end goal. How rarely that story gets told. I understand
why, too—the beginnings of romance are the stuff of stories; who wants to stick
around to witness a lovers-to-best-friends aftermath? Doesn’t that mean it was
a mistake, a waste of the years spent together, a roadblock on the path to finding
the One True Love? Once the romance is gone, shouldn’t it all turn sour?</p><p>Oddly, I
found myself drawing from some of the same lessons I learned while coming to
terms with my sexuality years earlier. <i>Trust your feelings over others’
expectations. What everyone thinks doesn’t determine how you feel. Who cares if
they think it’s unnatural, or doomed, or strange? </i>The parallels were
surprising, forcing me to reflect on how much my expectations had been culturally
shaped to feel that the only options were A) continue the romantic relationship
or B) sever all major ties with each other. And we decided: no. Those weren’t
the only options. Our relationship wasn’t a waste; it was a valued part of our
lives. It didn’t have to turn sour. Also, a salvaged loving friendship now didn’t mean that there was something inauthentic about the love that came
before.</p><p>(Sidenote:
I realize I am lucky in a way. The decision to be friends with someone you once
loved romantically is a complicated and personal one, and my ex and I happened
to agree that working toward that outcome was healthy for us. I don’t mean to speak for anyone else’s
relationship by sharing my own experiences.)</p><p>All of
this is to say, Finn’s comments in particular in the above interview resonated
with my recent experiences (whether or not his intent was to discuss a romantic
endgame for M*leven), which in turn cause me to reflect on our expectations as viewers. Describing how Mike feels about El, Finn says that “…it’s
like air or anything…they’re a part of your life. You can’t just pretend it never
happened.” I can’t know his full intent with those comments, given that they were
said in the context of a spoiler-free interview. All I will say is that they
are consistent with how I view someone who was by my side during a pivotal
period of my life, even though it’s no longer a romantic relationship. They
were there; they’re still around; it happened. It was easy to see that they’d
still be there, once I ignored what I thought to expect. Millie’s comments ring
true to me here as well: her description of their relationship as a marriage “with
no option for divorce” reminds me of the underlying feeling of inevitability: <i>We’re
important to each other, and we both know it. This relationship is in my life to
stay. </i>My error was mistaking that feeling of inevitability for a belief
that my relationship couldn’t change in a major way (i.e., shift to be platonic). I wouldn’t be surprised
if two trauma-bonded teens struggled with the same concept if they valued their
relationship while discovering romantic incompatibilities.</p><p>Mike and
El, I would argue, do love each other. The depth of that love may not reach as
far as some other relationships on the show just yet due to their amount of time
together, but it has time to grow. As Finn and Millie described, they are
bonded, mutually indebted, and are significant figures in each other’s lives. From
a Byler perspective, though, I can see how it’s tempting to downplay their
relationship: how genuine can their intentions be if they’re not Meant For Each
Other, or if they’re starting to question their roles? But—is it a bad thing if
their relationship deepens before they understand that it’s platonic? If they’re
ultimately wrong about the type of love they share, does that mean any act of
love for the other is flawed or dishonest in that context? I don’t think so. Discussions
of shipping can understandably lean towards those kinds of simplifications because
of the comparisons that are made between multiple relationships. However, I
think it’s important to keep in mind that a relationship can still exhibit
authentic love even while undergoing a gradual shift in perspective.</p><p>But when have
we seen characters continue a happily platonic bond after a longstanding romantic one is
over? Very rarely, at least in my media experiences. I think that’s another
variable clouding the discussion here: we expect, based on other media and
storytelling, that a relationship that deepens after being defined as romantic
will then need to continue to be romantic, or else break down entirely.</p><p>Stranger Things
frequently critiques our societal expectations for interpersonal relationships.
I, for one, would be very satisfied to see this romance-or-bust dynamic turned
on its head in the show with M*leven if the writers move in this direction. (Steve and Nancy too, for that matter, based on their shot from the recent trailer.) Mike
and El could portray a moving example of how romantic incompatibility doesn’t
have to accompany blatant toxicity. How romance lost doesn’t have to mean a
relationship dissolved. How people can grow and experience new depths to their
love after, or even during, the process of redefining it as platonic.</p><p>The
writers have a lot of potential here to break some ground not only with Byler,
but with close, meaningful platonic relationships that survive beyond a romantic label.
I really look forward to seeing how they handle it. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://viewmasterfeeling.tumblr.com/post/681916227705339904/dear-will-im-writing-this-out-because-i-cant">viewmasterfeeling</a>:</p><blockquote><p><i>Dear Will,</i></p><p><i>I’m writing this out because I can’t just let it sit in my head.</i><i><strike> I’ll probably burn this</strike></i><i>. I need to tell you so much but I’ll never be able to. Because I’m just a mess right now, and I’m honestly terrified.</i></p><p><i>You’re so fucking important to me. I was always so scared that I would lose you, and now that you’re not in Hawkins anymore, I realize that I was right. It’s horrible without you here. I can’t take it, honestly. All of us are trying to pretend that things are normal, but it’s not. It’s like we all have different ideas of what normal are and we’re trying to stick to them, but none of us are right. Max is so quiet lately. I honestly miss arguing with her. Dustin still plays D&amp;D and kinda keeps the group together, but he’s not the same. And it seems like Lucas is trying to just move on. It pisses me off when I see him with his new basketball friends, but I’m not mad at him. I just hate </i><i><strike>everything</strike></i><i> all of it.</i></p><p><i>And then there’s me… I guess I thought joining the Hellfire Club would help, but playing D&amp;D without you and Lucas isn’t the same. I still remember the campaign we were playing when </i><i><strike>you got</strike></i><i> this all started. And I remember before then, of course. Back then, the game was fun, and we didn’t have to apply it to real monsters. The only reason I still play, to be honest, is because it feels like all I have.</i></p><p><i>I’m not sending this letter so I guess you can’t respond, but how have you and El been? I worry about you. I worry that you’ll be okay, of course, but I also worry that you’ll move on from me. Maybe that makes me selfish. I don’t know. You two were the only ones who got me. I still think about you all the time. Are you the same, or have you forgotten about me? I know it wouldn’t change anything, but I still wonder.</i></p><p><i>Now that you’re gone, I’ve been trying so hard to figure out how I feel. I had a crush on El, but I don’t know if I still do. And I don’t know how to describe how I feel about you. </i></p><p><i>I guess I could try.</i></p><p><i>You’ve always stuck out to me. I know what’s important to me, and you’ve always been one of them. I still remember the first day we met. I remember a lot about you, too. I kind of memorized you. You’ve always been someone who made my life worth living. So are El and Lucas and Dustin and Max, but I was never so terrified of losing them as I was of you. When you were missing </i><i><strike>and when you were dead</strike></i><i>, I couldn’t handle it. It was like the world was shaking, in a way. It’s like you’re such a crucial part of my existence that without you I’m nobody. And it’s funny because I used to never have to think about that. But so much has changed. I kind of clung onto El, and I thought I was in love with her. But lately I’ve been sorta realizing that I think I have it all backwards. I love her, but losing you hurt more. It always has. What a fucked up way to think about it, right?</i></p><p><i>I don’t know. You make me so happy. You’re like the sun, because you’re so bright and just incredible, but you’re also a familiar comfort. Home. I know that’s cheesy, but it’s true.</i></p><p><i>I’m so scared. I love you but I hate hating myself because I shouldn’t love you this way. I have so many feelings and I wish I could tell you. I know you would hate me and I would just lose you again. I feel disgusting. I wish it made sense. </i><i><strike>I wish I didn’t</strike></i><i> I wish we were still kids. Like I said, I’m a mess.</i></p><p><i>You’ll never read this, but thanks for reading, anyway.</i></p><p><i>From,</i><br/><i>Mike</i></p></blockquote>
<p>Someone finding a letter Mike never sent would be a good way to handle his monologue if it weren’t for the fact that it’s more or less what they did with Hopper last season. </p>
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Slug: what-are-the-odds-that-mikes-monologue-is-a
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Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>What are the odds that Mike’s monologue is a voiceover for a letter or something like with Hopper last season? That would explain why it would be done towards the end of production.</p><p>As interesting as the Evening of Monologues that Hawkins High is planning would be&hellip;</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/005c0cf30bedcdde01bfa1d6cd577d88/b06419c1cf65a19c-63/s540x810/27e733b7d71c54723c5625498c752749a71933ba.jpg" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure><p>&hellip;I can’t see them managing to hold this event on April 1st. Maybe they could delay it? Something like this could be part of the epilogue for the season, I suppose.</p>
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Body: <p>Since I’ve talked about Will’s watch today, I suppose it’s worth noting what he’s using.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1000" data-orig-width="800"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7487e9fd61496fb8b2707b80ba3bdf92/a698cc501642c739-d6/s540x810/32b487e3160f431ecb810f4a4e434fac228d0349.jpg" data-orig-height="1000" data-orig-width="800"/></figure><p>It can be seen here:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bdf0668d43be38ae6c9191e2ea351453/a698cc501642c739-61/s540x810/94a31e1ce874ba95d305bb6b6e2bafa94bb6bd1e.gif" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="480"/></figure><p>And here:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="406" data-orig-width="422"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/93589af847c222e17740ca5ab875cc6e/a698cc501642c739-e2/s540x810/2519eaf8dfa3a085a64d6f78ef5d218f7822aefe.jpg" data-orig-height="406" data-orig-width="422"/></figure><p>I have no idea what it means, if anything, but it’s pretty neat. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bylerfluff/681728493981188096">bylerfluff</a>:</p><blockquote><p>there is absolutely <i><span class="npf_color_monica">NO WAY </span></i>friends<i><span class="npf_color_monica"> </span></i>look at each other like that. the duffers knew what they were doing when they told them to look at each other like that. it’s not even subtle or something we’d have to rewatch a few times to see if it actually happened like it’s <i><span class="npf_color_monica">SO</span></i> obvious that it’s painful when people say we’re reaching like they were throwing it in our faces with that and you can’t convince me otherwise. they most likely did a few takes and if they weren’t meant to look at each other’s lips that many times during the scene surely they would’ve chosen a different take instead of the one where they’re constantly looking at one another’s lips. but they didn’t. that was meant to happen and they made it so that we would absolutely pick up on it. it’s too obvious that if it wasn’t meant to be there they would’ve asked the boys to do a different take or chosen another one as to not give us the wrong impression. i say it was 100% intentional. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="529" data-orig-width="1125"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f1711f3f444f1e01ff123a43607f6188/73b80faaf7726208-66/s640x960/5d91c37eadda52f5827a84450436ea9ee5aa3b7e.jpg" data-orig-height="529" data-orig-width="1125"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="539" data-orig-width="1125"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d23f53e9766f7e6fdb4fb50a4fda91a9/73b80faaf7726208-73/s640x960/e0b83686ed075bde52c4318d75bfc9d3cb1b0607.jpg" data-orig-height="539" data-orig-width="1125"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="540" data-orig-width="1125"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d8572042aa6516a54407a5a079b581a5/73b80faaf7726208-9e/s640x960/6e69473fd1a788e193f6bb53d32b48f57199ad70.jpg" data-orig-height="540" data-orig-width="1125"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="535" data-orig-width="1125"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e60169386057032796621bf36158ec9d/73b80faaf7726208-11/s640x960/a1aca6d842fe404c0e79aeb7f8464d091e343158.jpg" data-orig-height="535" data-orig-width="1125"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="527" data-orig-width="1125"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b8d57a13e30d7a10c7c2408bdce60f48/73b80faaf7726208-fc/s640x960/cb845a32601dfd23c885ca5cd3fe11d01ad04a18.jpg" data-orig-height="527" data-orig-width="1125"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="524" data-orig-width="1125"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/32a24c2450c1cebc63aa1095d0803f68/73b80faaf7726208-f7/s640x960/7009968f75d44668988c6345f4215344826e4136.jpg" data-orig-height="524" data-orig-width="1125"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>One <i>might </i>get away with a heterosexual explanation for this if it weren’t for the fact that they both look down towards the others’ lips.</p><p>What sort of explanation do the normies use here? “It’s dark, and Mike thought he looked like El”? </p><p>To be honest, something like that wouldn’t really be helping Mike’s cause.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/681735870695555072/just-so-people-see-what-i-mean-when-i-say-it" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Just so people see what I mean when I say it doesn’t look like Mike and El’s fingers are laced in the skating rink scene:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="576" data-orig-width="1004"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f452db3de36c51987a1d627e55c46c40/0743c82b654a18f4-30/s540x810/c22fdfe43e7aa5a0ac7ecc0f3277702e52c32305.png" data-orig-height="576" data-orig-width="1004"/></figure><p>Yeah, check out my amazing tracing skills. That’s a better hand than I can draw freehand (pun intended).</p></blockquote>
<p>I suppose it’s only fair to show this image, which wasn’t in the trailer itself.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1920" data-orig-width="887"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c60852d2275652d94d52347bf359ee30/29730acfbccc13c4-fe/s540x810/042b40a438b78a48ca0c059898dce503822d07ea.png" data-orig-height="1920" data-orig-width="887"/></figure><p>In the trailer, we never see him look over to El. It’s hard to know exactly when this takes place, but we can take a guess. Here’s the full photo:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0596286e0a6ec03e352e3419448617ea/29730acfbccc13c4-91/s540x810/e680822c7e8903033e1d4131d44663c9dd9ba077.jpg" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure><p>It’s hard to use any points in the background to gauge position since both they and the camera are moving. The girl in the orange next to El’s hand is seen behind her in the trailer, though. So this is most definitely after the trailer cuts away, as this is likely that woman’s position a second or two later. Mike also seems a bit happier in this photo, as compared to his somewhat grimaced face in the first photo.</p><p>I guess Mike was just really having trouble skating and grabbed onto her hand. He looks totally focused on the skating, while she’s more focused more on him. The change in the handhold would have to be all her. I don’t think Mike could spare the mental power from his efforts to stay balanced.</p><p>It may or may not have been intended to be romantic, but El may well assume that it is. Meanwhile, we see Will thinking “Are you kidding me?”</p><p>Never Trust a Trailer (or publicity stills, too, I guess), but they certainly seem to be stressing this scene a lot.</p>
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Body: <p>So, my horror buff friend says that the “You’ve broken everything” voice sounds like it could be Robert Englund at parts. She says they might also have altered his voice, though.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 681735870695555072
Date: 2022-04-17 00:06:30 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681735870695555072
Slug: just-so-people-see-what-i-mean-when-i-say-it
Reblog key: vEfX8Seo
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>Just so people see what I mean when I say it doesn’t look like Mike and El’s fingers are laced in the skating rink scene:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="576" data-orig-width="1004"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f452db3de36c51987a1d627e55c46c40/0743c82b654a18f4-30/s540x810/c22fdfe43e7aa5a0ac7ecc0f3277702e52c32305.png" data-orig-height="576" data-orig-width="1004"/></figure><p>Yeah, check out my amazing tracing skills. That’s a better hand than I can draw freehand (pun intended).</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://jarethfannumberone-deactivated2.tumblr.com/post/681733001835610112">jarethfannumberone-deactivated2</a>:</p><blockquote><p>small theory, what if Lucas’ status as a star player in hawkins makes him uneasy about being attached to the hellfire club? Obviously he won’t be an asshole about it like some fans are making him out to be, but he might be <i>hesitant</i> to maintain that connection while balancing it with the status of Hawkins’ “It Boy”.</p><p>I think it actually might be Mike who draws the line in the sand (which is ironic after you remember what he said to Will.) with Lucas. That’s just heavy speculation though lmao</p></blockquote>
<p>I don’t think it’s a matter of him being suddenly popular. If anything, I think his new status is still very fragile, and he won’t want to risk it. I expect that he’ll ultimately find himself at odds with his teammates. As a freshman, he’s probably the low man on the totem pole, and they might mistreat him, perhaps some hazing or treating him like a servant. He might be willing to put up with it at first, even finding excuses for his teammates’ behavior, because he wants to be popular, much like Steve early on. </p><p>I imagine he’ll have some friction with Mike and Dustin, not to mention Max. He might still enjoy being their friends, but find it socially dangerous for his still fragile popularity. He’s probably going to be trying to play both sides, only to be forced into choosing one eventually.</p><p>Let’s be honest, Lucas will ultimately side with the Party, even if he doesn’t want to be wholly defined by D&amp;D and the like anymore.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://wheelerthefroghere.tumblr.com/post/681376187230175232/do-not-lose-hope" class="tumblr_blog">wheelerthefroghere</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>I know that the new trailer doesn’t exactly scream Byler, but don’t give up hope just yet. Here’s why! </p><p><b>Will Byers</b></p><p>Will was hardly in the trailer at all, but we know this is supposed to be a significant season for him and that Noah’s mentioned there being more romance for his character. Noah’s also told us that there’s going to be more Byler in S4, though what he means by that is up in the air. That being said, Will was left out of the trailer most likely because his scenes reveal too much. Either for the plot or for <i>ahem</i> other reasons. </p><p>What we were shown, however, implies some sort of rift between Mike and him. Maybe due to some jealousy, maybe because of something else. I don’t know. But there’s no way WIll’s being brushed aside like he was in S3 all over again. Not with the way Mike and Will are staring at each other on the season poster. That’s probably a much better indication of what we should expect from their storyline anyway. So, Mike and Will might be tense at first, but somewhere along the line, Mike SHOULD be tuning into him again. They’ll be focused on each other.</p><figure data-orig-width="512" data-orig-height="261" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/39aee0323b42d3d1d435eeb7bde260ba/ea4db13d505c8ab6-e8/s540x810/32e979d04d9038eafa0bde9c6ed9557885f73f42.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="512" data-orig-height="261"/></figure><p><b>Mike Wheeler<br/></b></p><p>I think Mike’s clips in the trailer are very indicative that there’s still hope for Byler. Why? Because they give almost nothing away. He’s clapping at a pep rally? Cool. He’s sitting in a room with Jonathan and Will? A little better. Oh, two scenes involving El, whose storyline isn’t directly connected to his for most of the season? Whatever. They didn’t show us anything about what happens after El leaves. Not really. So ANYTHING can happen. Plus, in the S3 trailer, they showed Mileven holding hands and making out, so if S4 has anything better for the two than a clip with a pining Will Byers behind them, what gives? </p><p>Now, let’s talk about the rink and prison transport scenes. First, there’s the rink in all of its love triangle glory. Does it mean that Mike and Eleven are really back together? Let’s not jump to conclusions too quick. Other users have already dug into possible reasons that he and Will could have stepped away from El long enough for her to get bullied, so I’ll skip to this. If Mike and El are in love and their relationship is going great, then why do we have this:</p><figure data-orig-width="1045" data-orig-height="520" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/51247f8af0a8f4e3e38441c54f182394/ea4db13d505c8ab6-b7/s540x810/ce02fdc92046b7db1b5a69c1654cb90fb00bd8ca.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="1045" data-orig-height="520"/></figure><p>Sure. Enough time passed for the five of them to regroup, but really? You’re telling me that Mike wouldn’t try to stand next to his girlfriend after what she went through earlier? Or even if it was just any normal day for that matter? Even if this still is supposed to symbolize Will and Jonathan’s new position as her brothers (and like protectors?), there’s also the obvious fact that Will IS standing between Mike and El. So like, if El was standing in between them in S3, and it’s flipped a whole bunch for S4, I think it’s very probable that Byler can still happen. And that it won’t just be some unrequited love subplot. </p><p>Next, the prison transport scene! The context of this scene is tricky for me to try to unravel, but I’ll just say this. El leaves and it doesn’t look like Mike’s happy about it. And after, with Jonathan and Will, he looks even more upset. My prediction is that Mike didn’t want El to go, but she chose to anyway. Or they had a disagreement about something serious because him staring after her the way he is, feels super final. Like, if we’re sad the trailer doesn’t show outright Byler moments then at least we didn’t get this because I gotta say, I’m not seeing sunshine and rainbows in Mileven’s future. </p><p>And we can’t get ground-breaking Byler content until they give the general audience clarity on where Mike and El stand first. </p><p>So yeah. I’m not sure if I made any points in this at all, but hang in there! Mike’s gay af and he’ll come around one day. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <blockquote><p>

“Here we stand<br/>Worlds apart, hearts broken in two, two, two<br/>Sleepless nights<br/>Losing ground, I&rsquo;m reaching for you, you, you

<br/></p><p>

Someday, love will find you<br/>Break those chains that bind you<br/>One night will remind you<br/>How we touched and went our separate ways</p><p>If he ever hurts you<br/>True love won&rsquo;t desert you<br/>You know I still love you<br/>Though we touched and went our separate ways

<br/></p><p>Someday, love will find you<br/>True love won&rsquo;t desert you<br/>You know I still love you<br/>

Though we touched and went our separate ways

”</p></blockquote><p>I was thinking about the song used in the trailer. First of all, it’s amazing. If anyone was introduced to this song for the first time in the trailer then you’ll know why I love 80s music so much.</p><p>However, I was more interested in what they used for the remix. </p><p>For the most part, the remix follows the actual song, lyric-wise, though there’s a verse missing after the first part. We jump to the chorus, then off to the following verse. </p><p>After that, though, it skips a large chunk of the song, jumping to a verse that actually doesn’t exist. It’s a mishmash of other parts of the song.</p><blockquote><p><b>Someday, love will find you</b><br/>Break those chains that bind you<br/>One night will remind you<br/>How we touched and went our separate ways</p><p>If he ever hurts you<br/><b>True love won&rsquo;t desert you<br/>You know I still love you<br/>Though we touched and went our separate ways</b></p></blockquote><p>I can’t say I know why they did that. Was it just an artistic choice on the part of the trailer team? Does it just sound better when using the song for the trailer? Do the lyrics have a specific meaning they want to convey? </p><p>Perhaps love is going to be a major theme of the season, particularly lost love that is still being held onto. This is easy enough to see with Hopper and Joyce, at least. We don’t really know where Jonathan and Nancy stand. Mike and Will/El?</p><p>Perhaps love will be the means to defeating the Upside Down? Whoever is at the core of everything going on certainly seems to be weakened by expressions of love. Will and Billy both broke the control of the Mindflayer enough to help bring it down when faced with memories of the people they cared about (Will: Mike, Joyce, Jonathan. Billy: his mother).</p><p>Does anyone else think the song means anything, or did they just decide it’s an awesome song to have for the trailer?</p>
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Body: <p>I just saw a reaction video to the trailer where someone said the voiceover sounded like Robert Englund’s voice. I’ll admit that I’ve never really been a fan of the Nightmare movies, so I’m hardly an expert.</p><p>Can anyone out there who is familiar with him chime in on this?</p>
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Body: <p>I know I saw someone mention this at one point, but I can’t find the post.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="555" data-orig-width="314"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a41d96a55b4d53d9c6acaf7028f192ba/b3482745a228dd4c-9b/s540x810/5f4a3cd3bf78060fbefa89a5533465dc258cf778.png" data-orig-height="555" data-orig-width="314"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="610" data-orig-width="419"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9231e7e885c2fe573b883c0827a1c43c/b3482745a228dd4c-92/s540x810/2d7577c0ca5aed94aaafcc89ccca48a21c247cfc.png" data-orig-height="610" data-orig-width="419"/></figure><p>On both of these collectible figures, Will seems to be reaching for his watch. It’s interesting that they are suddenly featuring something he’s had as long as we can remember.</p><p>Mike’s watch is visible on his Funko, too, but it’s not exactly prominent. </p><figure data-orig-height="346" data-orig-width="277"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fb2e02ab1d8266683572f1bd833c42fd/b3482745a228dd4c-9d/s540x810/a0d6afb1ac57bbf1eea3015ccb0824a7748caab7.png" data-orig-height="346" data-orig-width="277"/></figure><p>You can see it on his right wrist. It seems to be missing from his other figure, though.</p><p>This leads me to believe that Will’s watch plays some sort of special role this season, for his character, if not the plot. The two figures have the exact same pose, really, but the characters actually all have very similar outfits and poses between the two sets.</p><p>It’s such a specific pose. It has to be for something more than just “Hey, guys, we’re late!”</p><p>Thoughts?</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622910719032246272/heteronormativity-and-its-impact-on-stranger" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>While taking a walk today, I got to thinking about how romantic relationships are handled on TV and in movies. It generally comes down to the basic formula of the male and female leads getting romantically linked, regardless of any actual romantic building. We just expect a man and a woman who meet to have some degree of romantic attraction to each other. We see it all the time in real life. How many of you have had friends or relatives who see boy and girl toddlers interacting and begin to say things like “He’ll be a real heartbreaker.” or “Oh, I hear wedding bells.” I imagine many of us who oppose the idea of heteronormativity have fallen into this behavior as well.</p><p>We simply have been conditioned to expect boys and girls to pair off. Joyce and Hopper had a fan following for their relationship as early as season 1, despite there not being much to go on until season 2. We knew they were familiar with each other, but there wasn’t really much in the way of romantic undertones. Still, fans started to pair them together. Mike and El’s fan base acted like they were the best couple in the history of fiction, even though they were 12 and only knew each other for a week. There were even people who shipped Will with Jennifer Hayes. Why? Because she cried at his funeral. That’s it. That’s all they needed.</p><p>Strong relationships between same-sex pairs end up being written off as mere friendship and/or adoration. Even worse, terrible same-sex relationships take off as popular pairings. Look at Steve and Billy. There’s no reason for those two to be romantically linked, but it’s one of the most popular pairs in the fandom. It reeks of a horrible concept of homosexuality, one characterized by animalistic attraction and a lack of genuine affection. This all harkens back to old ideas of gay people: that they are sexual deviants, immoral, primal. There’s still this idea in even progressive culture that sees the heterosexual couple as the ideal, and the homosexual couple as inferior. The better among those who think this way at least understand it is not a good mindset to have, but it still leaks, subconsciously or not, its way into popular culture.</p><p>Had Will been a girl, there’s no question as to whether his relationship with Mike would be seen as romantic. There’d be a full-fledged ship war going on. We’d have Team Will vs Team El. I realize that I have my own biases in this, but I didn’t start seeing Mike and Will romantically because I wanted them to get together. I started wanting them to get together because I was reading that there was something going on between them. Just close your eyes and imagine these scenes with a female actor playing Will:</p><ul><li>Mike becomes intensely worried after Will disappears and goes searching for her despite the growing danger.</li><li>Mike breaks down in tears when Will’s (fake) body is pulled from the quarry. He tries to console himself by looking through the drawings she had given him.</li><li>Mike is the only one awake in the hospital waiting room, and the first to rush to Will’s side when she wakes up.</li><li>Mike dotes on Will during the entirely of Season 2. He’s constantly in tune with her emotional needs.</li><li>Will trusts Mike, and Mike alone, with what is going on with her. Mike tells her that if they’re both going crazy, then they’ll go crazy together. Will smiles and says, “yeah, crazy together.”</li><li>Mike becomes Will’s primary source of comfort throughout the season. He stays by her side, making use of a lot of physical contact. </li><li>Despite the Mindflayer eating into Will’s memory, she still remembers who Mike is. Mike smiles a bit bashfully in response.</li><li>Mike tearfully recollects meeting Will in an attempt to break through to her. Will starts off staring blankly at him, as she did with Joyce and Jonathan, but by the end of Mike’s story her eyes are glassy and her mouth is trembling.</li><li>When a boy walks up and asks Zombie Girl if she wants to dance, Will looks over at Mike briefly before going off at his urging. Mike suddenly looks stunned and then upset.</li><li>That summer, when Mike meets Will, Max, and Lucas for a movie, Mike sits with Will a row apart from Max and Lucas. He notices when Will sense the Mindflayer, asking her if she’s ok.</li><li>When Mike bails on the party to go off and make out with El, Will turns away with a sad look on her face.</li><li>In fact, everytime Mike makes a display of his feelings for El, Will looks sad.</li><li>When Mike and Will fight, and Mike asks if Will really expected things their relationship to stay the same forever, Will tearfully says she did. Mike looks sad as she bikes away from him. He chases after her in the rain to apologize.</li><li>As Will sits in Castle Byers, she looks around at pictures of her and Mike and recollects him telling a campaign. She calls herself stupid and proceeds to destroy everything.</li><li>Before she moves away, Will packs up her D&amp;D set to donate to Erica. Mike nervously asks what she’s doing, but Will reassures him that she’ll just use his set when she comes back. She tells Mike it’s not possible for her to find a new party. They smile at each other.</li></ul><p>This would be a blatant “Will they or won’t they?” situation if Will were a girl. There would be no shock that Will had feelings for Mike or that Mike had feelings for Will if it were to be revealed explicitly. Everyone would already have been waiting for it, regardless of who they wanted Mike to end up with. There would be no cries of pandering or sexualization of children. Fans wouldn’t be threatening to burn merchandise or boycott the show.</p><p>I know there’s no chance that anyone associated with the show will ever read this. I know that I probably shouldn’t get so worked up about the love lives of fictional teenagers. Still, the entire situation, and the fact that most fans insist Mike and Will are just friends, reeks of heteronormativity. It’s nothing more than a low-grade homophobia. It pisses me off. This mindset is one of the last obstacles to same-sex couples being truly accepted. Stranger Things has a real opportunity to strike a blow against it, but I worry that it won’t. The buildup is genuinely all there, we are not delusional, but will they pull the trigger on it?  I’ve grown to be pessimistic about such things. I hope I’m proven wrong.</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/650741889364115456/el-and-morality" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I don’t know about the rest of you, but the latest teaser left me with a feeling of intense dread. We see these kids playing in a seemingly carefree manner, but then Brenner comes walking in. He greets them, and they obediently respond. They’re all very used to it by this point, and they all call him Papa. He claims to have something special for them, but then we cut over to El’s isolation room and hear Brenner asking her if she’s listening.</p><p>Why does this fill me with dread? Mainly because the previous teaser showed some similar images to what we see in this one. The 8-ball, for example, is shown on one of the monitors, only it is covered in blood. It leads me to believe that something terrible happened that day. With Brenner asking if El is ready, then the shot of who appears to be El opening her eyes as if from a nightmare, has me wondering if he used her for something that resulted in the deaths of the other kids.<br/></p><p>It’s by no means the most likely scenario for this teaser, but it’s where my mind went. The eerie music, the heavy breathing (ostensibly El’s), the fear on El’s face, it sends an ominous message. Is El remembering something from long ago? Is this a new group of kids in Brenner’s new facility? Is it just a nightmare fed with fear and guilt since she couldn’t save anyone? I really don’t know, but the idea that El may have been used to test the “worth” of the other subjects led me down an interesting road. 
 Whether it was a “training exercise” gone wrong or a deliberate 
“culling” of the weak, I can’t shake the feeling that El did something 
that she desperately doesn’t want to remember. <br/></p><p>If Brenner intended to use these kids to his own ends, then they should hold no allegiance to anyone but him. Emotional attachments to anyone else would be a risk in his eyes. They would need to have total, unquestioning obedience regardless of what he may ask them to do. For El to be the tool he wishes her to be, she would need to not think twice about killing. Brenner would have instilled in her, and the others, a need to garner his approval. This is why he teaches them to see him as a paternal figure instead of a doctor or teacher. We’ve seen him try to get El to kill a cat, but she refused. This upset him. Yet, we also see her have little issue killing in other circumstances. She’s somehow developed a sense of morals despite being manipulated from birth.</p><p>Morals are an interesting phenomenon. The entire concept of right and wrong really is subjective when you think about it. It’s a very abstract concept, and the way we think about it changes as we mature. However, it is also heavily influenced by external sources. In this case, Brenner would seemingly have total control over how his “children” learn to evaluate the morality of a given situation. I’ve previously spoken about El’s mental development, and how Brenner would have wanted to nurture certain intellectual domains, but restrict others. Here I want to discuss a similar process with the psychology of morality. Specifically, we will explore how El may have been manipulated into doing something that we, as viewers, would find horrific, yet come to develop a system of morals in spite, or perhaps because, of that. <br/></p><p>Lawrence Kohlberg conceptualized the development of morality as coming in 3 levels
(Pre-Conventional, Conventional, and Post-Conventional), broken down into 6 stages . These stages are more or less cumulative, as previous stages help pave the way for later ones. There’s no clear-cut ages for these stages, but level 1 generally encompasses early childhood, level 2 is later childhood and adolescence, and level 3 adulthood. The first level contains the more “primitive” or basic moral frameworks, obedience/punishment driven and self-interest driven. This is a level defined by a more egocentric understanding of the world, as it revolves around what’s “good” being what results in a positive consequence, and what’s bad being what results in a negative consequence. For children, this means learning what’s “good” as a result of an external reinforcer(i.e. “Papa) and then developing this into a sense that it can be used for a mutual benefit (”If I do what Papa says, he will be happy, and I will be rewarded.”). Since it’s still a stage defined by self-interest, there is no loyalty here, and such relationships will deteriorate once it is no longer beneficial.</p><p>This may have been Brenner’s fatal flaw. Most individuals wouldn’t move onto the Conventional level until adolescence. While these kids may have had some basic sense of loyalty to “Papa” since it’s possibly all they ever knew, it would still be easily shaken. If you offered these kids some candy, they’d probably do whatever you said unless there was enough fear preventing them from doing so. Fear, not loyalty. El was afraid of Brenner. She may have done his bidding for a long time, but it was because his approval meant better treatment, not because his approval was of value in and of itself.</p><p>Given El’s age when she escaped, she was on the cusp of adolescence. Thus, she may have been developing some early features of the 3rd stage, which we can call the “good boy/girl” stage. Here, a person would want to be considered “good” for its own sake, and would look to society for what that means. For our purposes here, Brenner and the lab could have been attempting to be the “society” that the kids would judge themselves with. They would evaluate the morality of an action based on how the others would judge them for it. This is possibly where Brenner wanted the kids to be, only with no concept of what good or bad is beyond what he instilled in them.</p><p>That may have been something of a clumsy explanation of the relevant stages of morality, but I didn’t want to get too technical. The important things to take away from this is that El’s sense of right and wrong would have largely have been defined by what resulted in her being happy and/or rewarded. She may have wanted Brenner’s approval, but only because it meant good treatment. The problem here is that El may have been getting her needs met elsewhere: the other kids. If we presume, for the sake of argument, that El developed friendships with the other kids, then we could say that these relationships interfered with the total control that Brenner would want. If she gets older and starts caring more about how they feel about her than how Brenner feels, then his power over her weakens. This is where things get potentially scary.</p><p>Let’s say Brenner noticed this happening. El is the most promising, and most dangerous, of his subjects. He must maintain total control over her. However, she is very friendly with the other kids, running the risk of developing attachments that would lead to a more conventional morality. So, Brenner sets up a scenario. He isolates El for an extended period of time, possibly even telling her that the other kids accused her of misbehavior. He tells her that they don’t care about her like he does. El, being in those early stages of moral development, starts to see them as bad since they result in her being hurt. In a real world situation, one kid would be able to do something nice for another in this situation to smooth things over, but this isn’t possible with El in isolation. Then comes the day when Brenner has “something special” in mind for the kids. He’ll see if they’re worth the time and effort, while also finding the extent of El’s obedience.</p><p>None of this means El is a bad person, as we will generally see kids acting with such selfishness. One kid gets mad at another for stealing their toy, but fifteen minutes later they’re playing together as if nothing happened. However, kids generally don’t have superpowers they can use instead of pushes and mean words. There’s also usually adults around to help mediate such issues, whereas Brenner would probably want to encourage it to ensure they wanted his approval and his alone.</p><p>It’s possible that whatever happened that day changed El and Brenner’s entire dynamic. Whether El was responsible for what (possibly) happened or was just made to witness it, it didn’t have the desired effect for Brenner. We later see El reluctant to kill unless it was to protect (or punish). It’s still unclear where that moral distinction came from, but it suggests that she no longer saw Brenner’s approval as beneficial. <br/></p><p>What happened after Brenner walked into that room? Why did he ask if El was listening? Is a present day Brenner asking if present day El is listening while she was remembering/dreaming? Or is the voice a past Brenner asking if past El is listening to his instructions?  <br/></p><p>Now, this could all be nothing. A good teaser will try to get us hyped up without giving anything important away. The “are you listening” might not even be from that scene at all in reality, or it could just be for the teaser. Still, I thought it a good opportunity for an exploration of morality in someone raised from birth to be a tool or weapon. <br/></p><p>
Something happened somewhere to make El believe there were right and 
wrong times to hurt or kill someone, and I just think this may have been
 a pivotal moment. I think we first see her kill (or at least serious 
injure) when she breaks out of her isolation cell. That can be explained
 by her 

still largely being in the first level of morality. Being in that cell was not in her own best interest, and she reached a point where she didn’t see a way to improve her situation. She may not have intended to kill the orderlies, but it was also not of concern to her. However, we also see her be more deliberate with Troy. First, she merely makes him wet himself, which is a remarkably clever solution. Later, she breaks his arm, but it appeared to only be due to him holding a knife as she simply knocked James down. When it came to the agents or the demogorgon, though, she was prepared to kill again. When she went with Kali to find one of the Lab men, she was ostensibly prepared to kill him until she realized there were kids around. The only pattern I can really see is that she will kill monsters or adults, but she’s reluctant to harm (at least seriously harm) kids or leave them without a caregiver. <br/></p><p>I feel like this shows her being caught in between Pre-Conventional and Conventional levels of morality. She’s still largely going off of her own self-interest, but she’s also starting to consider the thoughts and feelings of others, namely her newfound friends. El seems to really want to keep them safe to the point that she risks her own safety. One could say that their approval, particularly Mike’s, is of value to her. She wants them to see her as good, and she attempts to conceal anything that would make her seem “bad” in their eyes, such as the fact that she’s messing with the compass or the fact that she opened the Gate. <br/></p><p>We don’t really know how much time would have occurred between the event I hypothesized from the trailer and when El breaks free of the Lab. It’s possible that something happened there to get El to see some sort of moral distinction. She will prank, or even disable, a kid, but she somehow sees serious harm or killing of them as wrong. This leads me to believe that she harbors some type of guilt from her time in the Lab. It could be survivor’s guilt, especially if Brenner made her bear witness to the other’s being hurt or killed. It could also be something far worse if Brenner compelled her to hurt or kill them herself. Regardless, something happened somewhere along the time to get her to no longer as seeing her life in the Lab as “good,” leading to her escaping.<br/></p><p>I think this is another one of those posts that got away from me, but hopefully I got my point across. If I try to hard to edit this thing, it’ll never get posted. Again, I have no idea what the teasers are suppose to mean, but they got me started on this train of thought. If you made it this far, then I apologize for those minutes of your life that you’ll never get back.<br/></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186428843328/will-byers-growing-up-gay-in-the-pre-internet" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>This is a tough one, and I really wanted to make sure I did it justice. Some background on my qualifications to write this: I hold a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and a Master’s degree in Counseling, I did undergraduate and master’s level research on sexual orientation, and I personally identify as bisexual. This does not make me the ultimate authority on this topic, of course, but I like to think I have a bit more insight than the average person.</p><p>Season 3 of Stranger Things resulted in the mainstream audience asking a question that many of us had already been trying to answer: Is Will Byers gay? I’m not going to pretend that I somehow know the answer to that question, but I do believe the evidence points to yes. The most popular alternate interpretation of his character is that he is simply not as mature as his friends, and so he’s just not interested in girls yet. Here, I intend to examine what it would be like to grow up gay in the 1980s, before the internet and other means to access the larger LGBT community, and what that could mean for our little cleric.</p><p>Development of sexual orientation, or, at least, a minority sexual orientation, generally involves an on-going process that is sometimes seen as a series of steps. It begins with the recognition of a same-sex attraction. This has been reported to occur as early as age 9 in males. The following progression can be dependent on the schema, or a sort of cognitive framework, that someone has set up for homosexuality. If we look at Will, he is definitely at the age where he likely would have noticed a same-sex attraction. Based on the bullying, and the general climate of the 80s, his schema for homosexuality would be incredibly negative. This is not something he would want to acknowledge. This may be why the same research mentioned above has most males not self-identifying as gay until around age 16 despite having a same-sex attraction at 9.</p><p>Will would not have any reason to want to be gay. He has no access to any resources that would help him counter the schema that his dad, Troy, and the general attitude towards gays of the time would have constructed for him. He has no community or peers to give him support, and he doesn’t have the internet to allow him to see how not alone he really is. He may have been able to acknowledge an attraction for Mike (or others), but he would not ascribe that to his being gay. Such feelings could be rationalized as friendship, admiration, or even envy. </p><p>This is a difficult road to walk when your peers are taking notice of the opposite sex. It can become very conspicuous, and one can only imagine that the taunting Will receives would only have gotten worse. We don’t get to see any of this though, as it is now summer. Some people theorize that Will isn’t ready to grow up, and I do agree, but for another reason: Will is scared.</p><p>Assuming he is gay, Will has caught on that something isn’t quite right with him by now. He sees his friends obsessed with girls, but it’s something he doesn’t share. He has nothing against girls, and doesn’t mind Dustin and Lucas being interested in them, but he has no interest in them himself. He also doesn’t like that Mike does. He may not understand why yet. These feelings would be conflicting heavily with his internal schemas, resulting in a cognitive dissonance. His feelings and what he believes to be normal are in conflict.</p><p>When Mike yells that it’s not his fault Will doesn’t like girls, it may well be the first time he’s ever been made to consciously confront those feelings. The insults of his asshole father and the school bullies he can ignore, but he can’t ignore Mike. Mike may or may not have meant it that way, and Mike may or may not suspect that Will really is different. Regardless, Will would be stunned and afraid at being forced into acknowledging the possibility, and this is exactly how he is shown to react to that statement. He was happy to stick with his childhood activities, because all of that is from a time when it didn’t matter if he liked girls or not. He can play D&amp;D all day, every day, and never have to worry about something like girls. </p><p>It’s reasonable to conclude that Will doesn’t want to grow up because that means facing something he doesn’t want to. This monster could possibly scare him more than the Upside Down. Now that he’s made to confront it, he lashes out at everything he found refuge in. He can’t hide in Castle Byers, which represents his childhood, anymore. He berates himself for thinking he could hide in his childhood forever. He hears Mike narrating a campaign as he looks around, and it cuts him to the core that his best friend, and perhaps his everything, is actually the source of his anguish. He’s realizing, at least on a basic level, just how important Mike really is to him, how important he wants to be to Mike, and how he can’t go back to when they could be that for each other.</p><p>This is why he wants nothing to do with D&amp;D unless Mike is involved. It’s not possible for him to find another party. He’s not even fully ready to consider himself gay yet, but he’s getting there. He’s telling Mike, in the only way he dares, that Mike is it for him. </p><p>This is my take anyway. I don’t know where Season 4 will take us. It may just give us even more subtext that isn’t acted on.</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625900653239255040/why-do-you-lie-a-look-at-a-gay-mike-wheeler" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>This is a sort of a companion post to <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186428843328/will-byers-growing-up-gay-in-the-pre-internet">Will Byers and Growing Up Gay in the Pre-Internet Era</a>, which I posted last year. I looked into what could have possibly been going on with Will as someone with a gay identity at a time when there was little support. Now I’d like to look at Mike, who would have his own unique challenges towards accepting a positive identity. This isn’t meant to be a post for why Mike is gay, as I (and several others) have already addressed that. Instead, I want to look at some of the psychological processes that may be at work in how Mike develops through the series. I will be treating Mike as if he were a real person, rather than a fictional character, and, so, I will attempt to ignore narrative devices (foreshadowing, parallels, etc.) as much as possible.</p> <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625900653239255040/why-do-you-lie-a-look-at-a-gay-mike-wheeler" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p>I think I’ll reblog some of my “Greatest Hits” because I’m feeling down. If I’m remembered here for anything, I’ll want it to be a few particular posts.</p>
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Body: <p>You post about finding a leak entertaining, and suddenly people think you believe it. There’s a clear difference between entertaining a leak (considering it may be true) and finding it entertaining (thinking it would be cool if it was real). Yes, I think there’s stuff in that leak that would make for good TV, but, no, I don’t think it’s true.</p><p>And my opinions on Collider are my own based on my experience with sensationalist, clickbait entertainment media sites. They’re owned by the same company as ScreenRant and GameRant, and I can’t stress enough how much I despise those sites.</p>
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Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>I have been made aware of a new set of “leaks” that people seem to be talking about right now. It’s all rather interesting, but I see no reason to believe them. In fact, I see some reasons to not believe them.</p><p>I’m aware that some leaks I’ve dismissed in the past have turned out to have some truth to them, but that doesn’t mean I’m going to accept this one.</p><p>Still, some potentially entertaining stuff in there.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681873284833443840">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/681871679493963776">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://href.li/?https://collider.com/stranger-things-season-4-millie-bobby-brown-finn-wolfhard-interview/">https://collider.com/stranger-things-season-4-millie-bobby-brown-finn-wolfhard-interview/</a></p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/31c83a95472e3eaa82861f9747345829/759e8e3156f241b8-41/s640x960/c308322ba4da762cc5770389fb06bbc2d025f370.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p>This interview is interesting bc it’s so reminiscent of s3 summer of love interviews, and yet the fandom still hasn’t caught on. </p><p>Finn rambles on about their trauma bond, essentially, and compares her to a ‘mom or dad’ in terms of being so used to having her around. He does say they’re in love but then pushes on to describe them more in terms of trauma bonding, codependency and wanting to be normal but only having this. Then Millie makes a very interesting comparison to them being a ‘married and there’s no option of divorce’ which is really odd - they’re fifteen and dating. Finn, meanwhile, talks about being ‘indebted’. </p><p>The ‘mileven are basically married’ thing is particularly amusing coming from Millie bc she said a short while back that she was pressured to say all of that stuff about Mileven getting married back before season 3. So, is she being told to say all this now? Is Finn? To what end? Is it the crutch she falls back on when asked to discuss mileven? She also said in that interview that she’s sure that’s what eleven would want - nothing about Mike. </p><p><a href="https://bylerbrainrot.tumblr.com/post/667827551195021312/mbb-hitting-the-uno-reverse-card">https://bylerbrainrot.tumblr.com/post/667827551195021312/mbb-hitting-the-uno-reverse-card</a></p><p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://bylerbrainrot.tumblr.com/post/667827551195021312/mbb-hitting-the-uno-reverse-card","display_url":"https://bylerbrainrot.tumblr.com/post/667827551195021312/mbb-hitting-the-uno-reverse-card","title":"kat🦆","description":"mbb hitting the uno reverse card","site_name":"kat🦆","poster":[{"media_key":"dda97135ce9763ab8644bcbbac6b8990:759e8e3156f241b8-44","type":"image/jpeg","width":540,"height":304}]}'><a href="https://bylerbrainrot.tumblr.com/post/667827551195021312/mbb-hitting-the-uno-reverse-card" target="_blank">kat🦆</a></p><p>It could definitely be mileven endgame evidence, that’s 100% a big possibility and I won’t deny it, but overall the tone is pure deja-vu. </p><p>Thoughts, everyone?</p></blockquote><p>First off, this interview was done by Collider. That’s not exactly a bastion of entertainment scoops.</p><p>Second, these sound like “interview answers.” They know who their audience is with this interview, and they’re giving what they know they’re supposed to give. This is why I don’t think any of the interviews Finn or Noah did really matter, either. They’re going to say what the audience wants to hear.</p><p>Third, if you look at it, this sounds more like a couple going through the motions. Married with no option of divorce? Sounds like Mike’s parents.</p><p>I wouldn’t sweat this interview, but we do always have to be prepared for the possibility that the Duffers take the safe route instead of the one that makes more sense.</p></blockquote>
<p>Also, bear in mind that celebrities are generally given questions in advance for interviews so they can prepare. These are not off-the-cuff responses.</p><p>The Fanmio stuff might work differently since those things are done by fans, but I don’t know.</p>
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<p>First off, this interview was done by Collider. That’s not exactly a bastion of entertainment scoops.</p><p>Second, these sound like “interview answers.” They know who their audience is with this interview, and they’re giving what they know they’re supposed to give. This is why I don’t think any of the interviews Finn or Noah did really matter, either. They’re going to say what the audience wants to hear.</p><p>Third, if you look at it, this sounds more like a couple going through the motions. Married with no option of divorce? Sounds like Mike’s parents.</p><p>I wouldn’t sweat this interview, but we do always have to be prepared for the possibility that the Duffers take the safe route instead of the one that makes more sense.</p>
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<p>Look, I&rsquo;m no fan of Billy, but it just makes sense that it&rsquo;s him.</p><p>Or rather, his body. I figure whatever is left of his consciousness ends up trying to help.</p>
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Body: <p>Please don&rsquo;t send Asks about the Monopoly cards or anything else that has a reasonable chance at being a spoiler. I don&rsquo;t mind speculation based on hints. In fact, I love that sort of thing. But spoilers are where I draw the line. No ill will towards anyone who sent me one just a bit ago, but I&rsquo;d rather not see more than I already accidentally have.</p><p>To show an example of the difference between the two:</p><p>A scenario on a Monopoly card that is written as if it actually happens in season 4 would be a spoiler. Since it&rsquo;s on the cards, there&rsquo;s a good chance that it, or at least something like it, actually happens.</p><p>A detail on merchandise or the trailer that seems conspicuous is a good source for speculation, though. Take for example, the fact that Will is reaching for his watch on both of his collectible figures or that Mike is holding flowers on the nesting doll. Since we have no context, it&rsquo;s not a spoiler, but it&rsquo;s something we can talk about and speculate on.</p>
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Body: <p>I want to circle back to the posters that were released that all fit together to form a larger poster:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1778" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1c1d8bab80ceffff8cf3003bdf6d20a5/77e89d82e73ece59-95/s540x810/92a2a048617ebb1203688044d74bd627addcf782.jpg" data-orig-height="1778" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure><p>I started to think when a previous Ask suggested that a demogorgon, or something else Upside Down-y, manifested in the skating rink. I realized that each of these four posters has a Gate. I initially felt it was for aesthetic appeal, but perhaps it’s more than that.</p><p>We know there’s a Gate in the Lab, and it’s all but guaranteed there’s one in the Creel House. We know Russia has also been messing around with Gate stuff, and that would give Hopper, Joyce, and Murray a way home. We don’t know exactly how this stuff works, but I’m guessing the heroes find a way to use the Gates to travel around, harnessing whatever it was that allowed Hopper to end up in Russia in the first place. The way the posters fit together does suggest that the Gates are all connected.</p><p>What gets me, though, is how a Gate opens up in California. I can’t think of a reason why a Gate would open there. Vecna would be stupid to try and alert El to his presence while she’s safely far away from Hawkins. I also don’t know how they’d close it. The poster suggests that El isn’t a part of that adventure (though maybe that’s just because she does have her own separate poster). We also know that the Pizza Party makes its way to Hawkins, as the van was seen on set. Unless they drive the van through the portal (a funny prospect), it seems a weird decision for them to leave knowing there’s an active Gate.</p><p>Maybe that Gate is minor enough that Owens can use reverse engineered technology from the Russian base to close it down?</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/681626077530062848/dear-billy-vs-dear-mike-analysis" class="tumblr_blog">awhstrangerthings</a>:</p><blockquote><p>This was something I had touched on my side-blog, but I feel as thought I’ve acquired enough information for this to become a full-blown analysis. I found it a bit odd how the teaser for 004 started with ‘Dear Mike’, and the trailer started with ‘Dear Billy’ so I did some further investigating. </p><p>Through this, we can see some similar themes which parallel Max and El’s letter. There are two main conclusions that I can draw from these parallels, which may determine El’s true feelings while she wrote this letter to Mike, and why she covered it up with lies, and Max’s inevitable death. </p><figure data-orig-width="1674" data-orig-height="800" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ee4c8e150e5a01c2555eafba659da37a/cd2309d40d78c358-ec/s540x810/0bb15d2dea7281f4c4c03b9a648a8ec9a55eb609.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1674" data-orig-height="800"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="1686" data-orig-height="786" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/eaf761ae3181722515c4009e4e196e3c/cd2309d40d78c358-ee/s540x810/d8d468160a864404da530334218e003e312c907d.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1686" data-orig-height="786"/></figure><p><i>‘Dear Billy,<br/></i><i>I don’t know if you can even hear this. Ever since you left everything’s been… a total disaster. For awhile we tried to be happy. Normal. But I know that’s impossible.’ </i></p><p><i>‘Dear Mike,<br/></i><i>Today is day 185. I think I have finally adapted. I even like school now. I have made lots of friends. Even so, I am ready for spring break. Mostly because I get to see you. We will have the best spring break ever.’ </i></p><p>So, where to begin? <br/></p><p>We can see in 004 that El’s letter is NOT actuality, and she’s covering up what is actually happening to her with lies so that Mike doesn’t worry, or either for her own personal benefit, so she can try and convince herself that this is how life works and that this is what is supposed to make you happy. Either way, we know El is lying because the bullies, and that one girl ignoring her as she passes through the halls.</p><p>So, if we use Max’s letter and overlap it with El’s, we can possibly see the consequences of this season and what she truly feels. </p><p><i>‘Dear [Mike]<br/>I don’t know if you can even hear this</i></p><figure data-orig-width="1920" data-orig-height="1080" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7ad399f7564494846d64039bea5e5f23/cd2309d40d78c358-c5/s540x810/a6abcd619e22ebd2f630bcda9b3645a5d9c255ef.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="1920" data-orig-height="1080"/></figure><p>I’ve had my suspicious about this scene for quite some time, and after viewing this scene through multiple different perspectives, I’ve come to the conclusion that Mike is probably piling up El’s letters and saving it for a specific time to read all of them. </p><p>I genuinely don’t think El’s single letter would fit onto three (or more pages), even if it did drag on for a few more sentences. So either Mike isn’t reading El’s letter (which would ALSO be a possible conclusion for this theory) or he’s waiting to read them, which means he isn’t reading them when they come. </p><p>Or… a theory that I thought of just now, El’s letters get mixed up in shipping and don’t arrive on time, and instead arrive at a single time, which explains how Mike has a bunch all at once… ouch :(</p><p>But my theory is simple, El doesn’t know if Mike is reading her letters because of any of these theories I have just stated. 1) He isn’t reading El’s letters, 2) he’s waiting to read them, or 3) they don’t arrive on time. Therefore,<i> she doesn’t know if he can even hear it. </i></p><p><i>‘Ever since you left, everything’s been… a total disaster</i><br/></p><figure data-orig-width="1686" data-orig-height="794" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9cf35c4e11ed41a7ec19bd274879e3ee/cd2309d40d78c358-ab/s540x810/eb7422bcdbd5ecd7d182ce858fb55218d2145347.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1686" data-orig-height="794"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="1680" data-orig-height="794" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5160d1a986cf006dfe9b1704ddfb4584/cd2309d40d78c358-30/s540x810/2cf16c6eb584600bcea01950a6a961369ff68058.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1680" data-orig-height="794"/></figure><p>Even though Mike never essentially LEFT, they are still seperated and will be for the majority of the season. Everything seems to turn into a disaster, as El is getting bullied and even after this letter is sent, El willingly gives herself up to the lab in order to save her friends, resulting in disaster in Hawkins. </p><p><i>‘For awhile we tried to be happy. Normal. But I know that’s impossible.’<br/></i></p><figure data-orig-width="1678" data-orig-height="782" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6f527283d7b67ab8b0bb2743a806f6fb/cd2309d40d78c358-67/s540x810/2c353043b304e9017534e9191a147bbd10359d8a.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1678" data-orig-height="782"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="1672" data-orig-height="782" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/21d0fe30236d1d96540af1f6928d118c/cd2309d40d78c358-b7/s540x810/8f903424dc612b6d8ae019693d25d7644928dcbb.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1672" data-orig-height="782"/></figure><p>This may be referring to El and Will (hence the ‘we’), as Will doesn’t seem to happy either living in this environment. But El, oh poor El. We see El trying to fit in and be a <i>normal</i> teenage girl, but she finds that she can’t be happy because her friends lie in Hawkins, where she believes she belongs.</p><p>She tries to be happy, as seen in the first frame, greeting her ‘friend’, but then she ignores El she realises that it’s <i>impossible</i> to fit in, because she’s just THAT out of place here in California. </p><p>Now, what can we draw from these parallels: El is not happy, and Max’s letter reveals the truth in her feelings, and what is actually happening. </p><p>In my post on my side-blog bringing attention to these parallels, I’ve noticed a lot of people and what <i>I</i> first drew to was that it can parallel Mike and El as siblings more than them as a romantic relationship. Obviously, they don’t have the same awful relationship as Max and Billy, but it can further prove that their relationship isn’t a romantic one. I believe I’ve made a post where I note a couple of the instances where Mike and El have been referred to as siblings, and here is just a little highlight:</p><p>- The Party explaining to Mr. Clarke that Eleven is Mike’s Swedish cousin<br/>- Eleven wearing Nancy’s dress<br/>- Being compared to Holly (Lucas saying “She says ‘no’ and &lsquo;yes’. Your three year old sister says more!”)<br/></p><p>I’ve also seen people point out that this could lead to Mike’s death, but I feel like it leads to El’s true feelings and Max’s death more than anything else.</p><p>Now that we can see how Max’s letter overlaps El’s, we can see how El’s letter overlaps Max’s. </p><p><i>‘Dear [Billy]<br/>Today is day 185.</i></p><figure data-orig-width="1082" data-orig-height="508" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cd4a1e56b58f4a89e534baeb8e08fbad/cd2309d40d78c358-50/s540x810/34e487479156b3223075c6f8e1dcaa2f722d9af1.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1082" data-orig-height="508"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="1532" data-orig-height="758" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/684ddb1465e4becf86ef610afafba0dd/cd2309d40d78c358-98/s540x810/c9056bd867ac2bdfbee23ac11398cda86a522dfa.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1532" data-orig-height="758"/></figure><p>This may be insinuating that Max talks to Billy every day, or if not every day at least often. We see Mike call El everyday in S2, and El keep track of the passing days in S4. Who’s to say Max doesn’t do the same? </p><p><i>‘I think I have finally adapted. I even like school now. I have made lots of friends.</i><br/></p><figure data-orig-width="4096" data-orig-height="2043" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fbd080756d48a1a1e6030f075f6cf1c4/cd2309d40d78c358-fc/s540x810/cf86adfa0f1e6fc6565d2cd7e56f8a12688d295f.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="4096" data-orig-height="2043"/></figure><p>This may be the only part of the letter which doesn’t fit, but that’s not to say that it completely doesn’t. In El’s letter, we can see that in this part she lies, which can mean that Max is doing the same thing. The only characters who seem to be making new friends are Lucas (his basketball buddies) and Mike and Dustin’s new Hellfire Club friends. It seems like Max hasn’t been making many friends, much or less a social life. She doesn’t seem to be enjoying school either, hence her new counselor, and that audition tape. </p><p><i>‘Even so, I am ready for spring break. Mostly because I get to see you.</i><br/></p><figure data-orig-width="1664" data-orig-height="776" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/081461c5fa3d493cc7e98eccded43a0a/cd2309d40d78c358-8e/s540x810/f887faead5e15576f826c49b647880735cfa05c7.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1664" data-orig-height="776"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="1604" data-orig-height="762" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8fb00f6ad03429ed7eb87e904ee6bdc0/cd2309d40d78c358-bd/s540x810/a5be00a5d41146c0d070f21f3b4c97dfd03ea526.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1604" data-orig-height="762"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="1650" data-orig-height="740" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4af165c9e71ebaea0afb016e51cd8a0a/cd2309d40d78c358-9b/s540x810/170f08abedb3cb2b525d7dee00aa9be9a2f5387f.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1650" data-orig-height="740"/></figure><p>Spring break… seeing Billy… <i>uh oh.</i></p><p>This may be the foreshadowing of Max’s death, because as I don’t think Billy is returning (as an alive human being) and reuniting with Max, I think instead Max will be seeing Billy during Spring Break because she is the one dying, reuniting with Billy in Heaven (… or wherever they end up LOL)</p><p>Max seems to be going through absolute HELL this season. I genuinely don’t know how she will be able to survive all of this, Vecna, depression, breakups, I <i>seriously</i> don’t know.</p><p>Also, can we focus on the fact that in El’s letter she stated that she is ‘ready’ for spring break? She could have used another term like ‘excited’ which I think would have fit it a lot more. But I think they’ve used ‘ready’ instead because it tells us that both girls are ready for what’s to come, El is ready to get her powers back as she willingly gives herself up to the lab, and Max is ready to have this all end and be over with. Both girls have been preparing. </p><p>But I feel like at least we can conclude that Max AND El are going to be having a rough time this season. My heart goes out to both of them.</p><p>Thoughts?</p></blockquote>
<p>An interesting theory. I’m not sure I buy it, but I can see you’ve put quite a lot of thought into it. I can see some similarities between the letters now that you’ve pointed them out. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="807"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c2258d9b05d08a2e0ba87c87cbec5bbb/924af5ba8c93f054-c1/s540x810/7812f6403d79940cd181dea44c9128ac6d84bc98.png" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="807"/></figure><p>I will say that, with Spring Break leading into Easter (March 30, 1986), the idea of a death/resurrection angle being pulled isn’t very farfetched. The question is who is it, and what does the resurrection look like?</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://elkdiaries.tumblr.com/post/681604868978475008/hello-everyone-i-have-been-investigating-the-new" class="tumblr_blog">elkdiaries</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>the lite brite, and how it just might be connected to the upside down.</h1><p>hello everyone! i have been investigating the new stranger things photos we’ve acquired and i thought up a little theory regarding this one. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="387" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0ccffef81ff60f8351d9c9809042e691/a5541869546e431c-62/s2048x3072/f2588e81c7adc0b374f3f90cda42941e62a2a057.jpg" data-orig-height="387" data-orig-width="750" data-media-key="0ccffef81ff60f8351d9c9809042e691:a5541869546e431c-62" alt="image"/></figure><p>as you all may already know based on posts from my fellow stranger things theorists, the object that the above photo is centered around is a lite brite, a popular children’s toy from the 1980′s. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="874" data-orig-width="1116"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8f306e154b481427bde00ca082b40d2b/a5541869546e431c-13/s2048x3072/38c27bfa86cc89ae560eb256e261f22dca1979bd.png" data-orig-height="874" data-orig-width="1116" data-media-key="8f306e154b481427bde00ca082b40d2b:a5541869546e431c-13" alt="image"/></figure><p>here is a photo of the toy from a front view. if you need a clearer view on how it works and what is does, here is a youtube <a href="https://href.li/?https://youtu.be/Uj47AaJB2Is">video</a> of a parent and her child playing with one of them and a lite brite <a href="https://href.li/?https://youtu.be/gGCu0ezL4-U">ad</a>. </p><p>light has symbolized communication, specifically to the upside down, since the near beginning of the stranger things series. in season 1, joyce and many others used christmas lights and lamps to communicate with the inhabitants of the upside down. in season 2 mike, joyce, and jonathan got through to will when he was surrounded by light. in season three, the lights flickered on and off during the many instances in which the mind flayer was present. now in season 4, there is a whole toy that focuses on light— specifically crafting pictures or words out of it (communication). why would this have any significance in stranger things and in one of the promotional photos, if they were not using it in some way?</p><p>well, it’s been confirmed in the trailer that the teens are going into the upside down— for larger portions of time than normal. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="377" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a64c74e6e90a820d0a9145fd5af44428/a5541869546e431c-8a/s2048x3072/b1acf1078c6b93517e73563b7573f971e9a6ece0.jpg" data-orig-height="377" data-orig-width="750" data-media-key="a64c74e6e90a820d0a9145fd5af44428:a5541869546e431c-8a"/></figure><p>they don’t have el or the lab as a communication device anymore, so they’d likely need a new one. what if this, the lite brite, will be it?</p><p>(sorry if some of this has already been talked about… i’ve been trying to get this essay out for days with no motivation lol)</p></blockquote>
<p>Hm, maybe. It’d be pretty limited as a communication device, though. </p><p>The pegs in the LiteBrite don’t have individual filaments. They all light up from the backlight in the thing itself. Unless they take extreme liberties with what a LiteBrite is, then, based on previous depictions of lights manipulated by the Upside Down, all anyone would be able to do is turn the bulb behind the pegs on and off.</p><p>They could maybe do a “one blink for no, two blinks for yes” maybe? Or maybe they’re just testing a concept for a larger plan?</p><p>It stinks for me, though, because it means there isn’t anything special about Will using the Christmas lights.</p>
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Body: <p>Ok, this scene again.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="400" data-orig-width="400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/734f2112fa1246d5343e595423622fa2/a08e0c0d6f6472e5-c9/s540x810/a07e656562aabf7943e386b24accc7708a226dd2.jpg" data-orig-height="400" data-orig-width="400"/></figure><p>The way Will looks at them makes me think they only just started holding hands. It’s not just sadness that he’s being ignored, but it also seems a bit surprised. His gaze seems to travel from Mike, to their joined hands, to El. It’s like “I can’t believe this!” </p><p>What if they’re only holding hands because one, or both, of them is having trouble skating?</p><p>What if Mike told Will that he and El aren’t dating anymore, but Will sees this and jumps to conclusions? </p><p>

Maybe Mike was skating with both of them, but then El skated forward and pretended to stumble. She may have talked up her boyfriend from Indiana coming to visit at some point with the mean girls. With the girls watching, she would need them to see her and Mike together.<br/></p><p>It just doesn’t sit right with me that Will is back there alone. It makes no sense why he’d put up with that, especially after the previous summer. The above scenario probably isn’t right, but it makes more sense than Will just following along alone while Mike and El are on a date, which is probably on his birthday.</p>
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<p>It&rsquo;s like French toast only they don&rsquo;t pretend it&rsquo;s a breakfast.</p>
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<blockquote><p>This photo has been haunting me.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="889" data-orig-width="1897"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2771965ac7b38760cb85473d314aaff1/3a317a01263caeec-ca/s540x810/dd5d44c764a5df04fd7326996f0f57397348d0ce.png" data-orig-height="889" data-orig-width="1897"/></figure><p>It’s going to be a disturbing scene. There’s no question about that. It’s almost definitely going to be difficult to watch.</p><p>What is yet to be seen is what exactly is happening here.</p><p>The simplest explanation is that El slaughters the other kids at the Lab. She’s covered in blood and seems to be going all-out based on the blood coming from her eyes and nose. Her expression is as cold as we’ve ever seen it. </p><p>El is clearly in the Rainbow Room. Something, or somebody, went through that window. If the broken glass wasn’t a big enough clue, the broken wall in the back clearly indicates something impacted it hard. Quite probably a body.</p><p>There’s what looks like a bloody handprint under the window, as if someone reached up in vain.</p><p>Brenner said in the 002 teaser that he had something special planned for the kids. Even before we learned one of the episodes was The Massacre at Hawkins Lab, many of us speculated that this was where the other numbers died. </p><p>The only other explanation I can think of involves 001. This was the only number Jody Hauser was told she couldn’t use when writing the Six comic. Maybe 001 is the one butchering the others, and El stops them. There’s not exactly any evidence to back that up, though.</p><p>I still think El being tested as a weapon is the most likely explanation. Who knows if Brenner meant for it to go this far, but an angry El has been shown to be extremely dangerous before. She had some sense of empathy when we met her, as she didn’t even want to hurt animals in the Lab. Did she always have that, though? Or did it take something terrible for her to learn that life was a precious, fragile thing?</p><p>The thing that worries me most is that, if El really did kill all of these kids, it could make it harder for the audience to feel the same about her. Yes, she would have been a roughly 9 year old kid being heavily manipulated by a man with no morals, but she’d still have brutally killed other children.</p><p>God damn, let there be another explanation.</p></blockquote>


<p>If it was a hunger games, kill or be killed thing that could change it somewhat </p></blockquote>
<p>Except it is described as a massacre. That’s generally used to describe something brutal, intentional, and one-sided. This doesn’t sound like every person for themselves. It sounds like a group of people being helplessly killed.</p>
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Body: <p>This photo has been haunting me.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="889" data-orig-width="1897"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2771965ac7b38760cb85473d314aaff1/3a317a01263caeec-ca/s540x810/dd5d44c764a5df04fd7326996f0f57397348d0ce.png" data-orig-height="889" data-orig-width="1897"/></figure><p>It’s going to be a disturbing scene. There’s no question about that. It’s almost definitely going to be difficult to watch.</p><p>What is yet to be seen is what exactly is happening here.</p><p>The simplest explanation is that El slaughters the other kids at the Lab. She’s covered in blood and seems to be going all-out based on the blood coming from her eyes and nose. Her expression is as cold as we’ve ever seen it. </p><p>El is clearly in the Rainbow Room. Something, or somebody, went through that window. If the broken glass wasn’t a big enough clue, the broken wall in the back clearly indicates something impacted it hard. Quite probably a body.</p><p>There’s what looks like a bloody handprint under the window, as if someone reached up in vain.</p><p>Brenner said in the 002 teaser that he had something special planned for the kids. Even before we learned one of the episodes was The Massacre at Hawkins Lab, many of us speculated that this was where the other numbers died. </p><p>The only other explanation I can think of involves 001. This was the only number Jody Hauser was told she couldn’t use when writing the Six comic. Maybe 001 is the one butchering the others, and El stops them. There’s not exactly any evidence to back that up, though.</p><p>I still think El being tested as a weapon is the most likely explanation. Who knows if Brenner meant for it to go this far, but an angry El has been shown to be extremely dangerous before. She had some sense of empathy when we met her, as she didn’t even want to hurt animals in the Lab. Did she always have that, though? Or did it take something terrible for her to learn that life was a precious, fragile thing?</p><p>The thing that worries me most is that, if El really did kill all of these kids, it could make it harder for the audience to feel the same about her. Yes, she would have been a roughly 9 year old kid being heavily manipulated by a man with no morals, but she’d still have brutally killed other children.</p><p>God damn, let there be another explanation.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, eleven
Downloaded files: "dd5d44c764a5df04fd7326996f0f57397348d0ce.png"

Post id: 681541093448351744
Date: 2022-04-14 20:30:36 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681541093448351744
Slug: hawkinsschoolcounselor-theres-more-spoilers-in
Reblog key: t94i2qZ4
Reblog url: https://strangercoco.tumblr.com/post/681540933965201408/hawkinsschoolcounselor-theres-more-spoilers-in
Reblog name: strangercoco
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://strangercoco.tumblr.com/post/681540933965201408/hawkinsschoolcounselor-theres-more-spoilers-in" class="tumblr_blog">strangercoco</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/681536114799099904/theres-more-spoilers-in-the-merchandise-than-i" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>There’s more spoilers in the merchandise than I feel comfortable with. The Monopoly set, in particular, is very spoiler-y. Strong flex for a game I’ve never actually seen anyone play to the end.</p><p>Naturally, my curiosity has me angry at myself for checking that stuff out because I saw stuff I didn’t want to see.</p></blockquote>


<p>It’s especially annoying when people post it on here, so the spoilers come out either way. Maybe I need to take a break from here and binge watch all of ST with my mom (she wants to see it all again too before ST4) I don’t want to be spoiled anymore!!</p></blockquote>
<p>In fairness, the post I saw had the images beneath a cut, but I have a bad habit of clicking those open right away before reading anything. This was my own fault for not being careful enough.</p>
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<p>Hopefully, a new haircut.</p><p>I kid, I kid. </p><p>There does have to be a reason they insist on Will having that horrible bowl cut for so long, though. Him being the Bastian of this story would make it somewhat worthwhile.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/681528347566686208/wait-i-just-had-a-thought-el-picked-out-the">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Wait I just had a thought.</p><p>El picked out the outfit she wore to the skating rink and probably Mike’s as well. Wardrobe has importance in ST, so I think this does too. El’s outfit is quite experimental which I think symbolizes her starting to find HER tastes more like Max talked about with her in S3. It works with her growing and finding herself as opposed to dressing like others did (Kali) or trendy like in S3 or like Hopper (who Max listed with Mike when saying she needs to do what she wants not what others want for her). </p><p>And her dressing up Mike would be further evidence that M**even is not a serious relationship and they are just playing pretend. It’s like she’s playing dress up with him. Also that’s just a cute Elmike thought tbh. Mike put makeup on her in S1 and she probably plays dress up with him in S4. They will have a familial relationship in the end.</p><p>Also I think it was mentioned that soon afterwards we see Mike in that blue and yellow flannel. If that’s true, it has even further meaning as blue and yellow are strongly connected to Byler. ‘When blue meets yellow in the west’. Also, that’s the type of shirt that Will wears. </p></blockquote>
<p>The idea of El dressing Mike is fairly hilarious. 80s fashion was certainly a unique animal, but what Mike is wearing at the rink is pretty unusual for him. It’s especially weird when you notice Will seemed to put in an effort to look nice. Who you trying to impress, Will? </p><p>No disrespect to El for doing her own thing, though. That’s exactly what she should be encouraged to do. Try things on, El. Perhaps Mike finally accepted that Max was right about that.</p>
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Body: <p>Ok, a new attempt at a timeline for the California storyline.</p><p>Day 1: Last day of school before Spring Break. El and Will bring in their hero projects. They’re probably both bullied for them, in devastating fashion since El’s is about her dead father figure and Will already has a history with homophobic bullying. This sets up what would later go down at the roller rink.</p><p>Day 2: Mike gets on a plane for California. It’s Saturday, March 22nd, Will’s birthday, but there is a strange tension between Mike and Will. For some reason, they decide to celebrate at a roller rink. Something happens there that is more than a little unusual. El seems like she gets bullied, but Mike and Will aren’t in that shot even though the three were on the rink together. Based on the trailer, posts I’ve read, and conversations with mutuals, I think the disco ball above the rink either falls or explodes. Mike and Will are possibly off having an argument when it happens, but they rush back to El. Everyone is horrified and confused. It’s possible someone, or multiple people, is badly hurt.</p><p>Night 2: Owens meets with El at a diner. He probably heard about what happened since he’s likely keeping close tabs on El. It’s late at night, which is why it looks like El may have thrown a flannel over clothes she sleeps in. He’s pleading with her for her help. He offers to take her somewhere that might help her regain her powers. El reluctantly agrees because her friends in Hawkins are in danger. The plan is to have her “arrested” and transported via Lenora Hills PD van. </p><p>Day 3: Mike meets her there to see her off. This explains why they both seem so resigned to it instead of either one trying to free her. One of Owens’ men takes Mike back to the Byers house. The military shows up looking for El. Owens’ agent is killed trying to fend them off. Mike, Will, Argyle, and Jonathan escape, but don’t know where El is to warn her.</p><p>El is arrives at the base. She is shocked to find Brenner there running the show. Owens sheepishly apologizes for not telling her, saying he was afraid she’d refuse. He promises that he’ll ensure her safety, but that Brenner is quite honestly the best person for the job. El is taken on a voyage through her repressed memories in an attempt to unlock her powers. I’m sort of seeing this as a “system restore” where El is brought back to a time prior to season 3. The effect this may have on her memories is unknown. Will she remember anyone? Brenner would almost certainly have ulterior motives, and may try to induce her into a state where she is loyal to him.</p><p>Day unknown: The Pizza Party is desperately trying to find out where El is. Suzie picks them up on her radio as they try to reach Dustin with Cerebro. If anything it’s a safe haven, but it’s a safe bet that Suzie somehow gives real help. I can’t say I can make anything close to a good guess on how, but they find out where El is.</p><p>Day unknown: The military finds where El is and assaults it. El narrowly avoids being killed, possibly fighting off the military. Owens may not survive. She makes a break for it and comes across the Pizza Party, who were on their way to find her. They set out for Hawkins to save their friends. El may or may not know who they are if her memory is indeed wound back to an earlier age. Still, Mike was able to befriend her before, so he’d be able to do it again. It’d be an eerie callback to when Mike was using her as a tool to find Will in season 1, except this time Mike doesn’t have the excuse of being a kid. Other characters may comment on it.</p><p>Day unknown: They arrive in Hawkins, possibly too late. Time for the final showdown. Well, before next seasons real final showdown, I guess.</p>
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Body: <figure data-orig-width="400" data-orig-height="400" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/734f2112fa1246d5343e595423622fa2/50762d45409355fa-13/s540x810/bd761b2bcb5d1fd1fa07084bb174d8db6f934ef6.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="400" data-orig-height="400"/></figure><p>This is just a reminder that Will is supposed to be friends with both of them. If Byler was just a figment of our imagination, then they wouldn’t need to frame this scene this way. </p><p>It would have been easy enough to have Will happily skating next them. Instead, he’s following along behind, and between, them, accentuating the triangle. </p><p>I realize this is just as out of context as anything in the trailer, but I’ve yet to see a good explanation that doesn’t involve Will being jealous. </p><p>There’s not much reason to have Will be jealous unless they planned to go somewhere with it. Him being sad that Mike doesn’t make time for him was his entire season 3 arc. There’s no point in doing it again unless they planned to build on it.</p>
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<blockquote><p>The more we find out, if one can call it that, about season 4, the more I think Mike’s monologue will be towards Will.</p><p>We can see so far that Will is apparently pushed into the background again. We’ve seen nothing where he and Mike seem to be interacting, let alone having a good time. The main question is, why return to a storyline they did in season 3?</p><p>Well, maybe because it never got resolved.</p><p>We never did see Mike apologize to Will. He goes to Will’s house to do so, but then they find Will at Castle Byers where he tells them the Mindflayer is back. They spend the rest of the season dealing with that. Lucas attempts to apologize, but we don’t get that from Mike. I always thought that was odd. I just figured it might show up as a flashback or something.</p><p>Now, though, I think Mike never did apologize, despite intending to. He channeled his attention onto El for the remainder of the season, even giving her a rather lame attempt at apology, instead. By the time the Byers leave, it seems like they both just treated it as something that was settled without having talked about it. </p><p>I think it will all come to a head in season 4. Will seems likely to find that Mike is doing it all again. Keep in mind that he’s visiting around Will’s birthday. This scene here may well take place on Will’s birthday.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="400" data-orig-width="400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/734f2112fa1246d5343e595423622fa2/f647e3ad52dd9f87-c4/s540x810/cac7506d9fab7bfde246ecf246501fdbed29510e.jpg" data-orig-height="400" data-orig-width="400"/></figure><p>Regardless of how anyone feels about Byler, Will is, quite literally, shoved into the background. His best and oldest friend is visiting after he moves away, and he has to skate around alone, following like a sad dog. I repeat, this may well occur <b>on Will’s birthday</b>.</p><p>Will’s anger is very likely to rise, probably slowly at first, until he can’t take it anymore. If he does have powers, count on this being how they manifest. Powers or not, though, Will’s anger will show in some way. He may go off on his own, convinced he’s not wanted. This is especially true if Joyce and Jonathan aren’t paying as much attention to him anymore, either.</p><p>Mike will have some major apologizing to do. He’ll need honest feelings, tears, the whole nine yards. This is supposed to be “the best thing I’ve ever done” he’s ignoring here. This is the one he was afraid was going to leave him for another party. The question is: when will Mike finally apologize?</p></blockquote>


<p>The point about us never seeing Mike apologize is something I’ve thought a lot about. I had wondered before if we were supposed to take their goodbye conversation at the end of s3 as the conclusion to their fight, and I’ve seen people say before that Mike might’ve just apologized off-screen, but that never made much sense to me as a proper conclusion. If Mike did apologize, why would they not just show it? </p><p>Frankly, I think never showing that apology, just throwing it away as “something that happened off-screen” and moving on, would be bad storytelling. Similarly, I think putting off showing the apology until a later season to act as a flashback would be pointless, too, unless there was some reason for it to be held back. But if the storyline really has already concluded, then there’s really no reason to string along the ending. </p><p>(That’s not to say I’m arguing that the Duffers did a bad job with the writing, but that I agree with this post. I, too, don’t think the fight <i>really</i> got resolved, and as much as I know none of us want to see a rehash of the s3 problems, I do think it’ll have to be present for at least part of the season in order to see a proper conclusion between Mike and Will)</p></blockquote>
<p>Yes, I agree with everything you’ve said here.</p><p>The absence of Mike’s apology is conspicuous for three reasons.</p><ol><li>Mike went to see Will to apologize in the first place. It wouldn’t be as big of a deal if their fight didn’t get so personal. Their fight warranted an apology, and the lack of one only highlights that fact.</li><li>Lucas did apologize, and his treatment of Will, while not great, was not in the same league as Mike’s. Lucas and Will didn’t have a big fight. Lucas did not have as much to apologize for. </li><li>Mike did apologize to El. Well, sort of. The apology was pretty lame. Still, he did it. So, clearly, the issue wasn’t that there wasn’t a way to fit in the apology. </li></ol><p>So, they had time to show Mike’s apology to El and Lucas’ apology to Will. This is all despite the fact that Mike intended to apologize to Will after blatantly refusing to take responsibility for what happened with El.</p><p>Mike’s apology never happened. I think it’s probable that Mike and Will both just let the matter lie without ever talking about it. We saw their conversation at the end of season 3 as coded, with both of them understanding what the other meant. Now I wonder if it more a matter of neither one being willing or able to say what they really wanted to say. </p><p>It’s all going to come to a head as what was left unsaid needed to be said. The apology will have to come late, but hopefully not too late. </p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://kuro-anko.tumblr.com/post/681423396187389952/kuro-anko-that-dumb-byler-kiss-hidden-in-a" class="tumblr_blog">kuro-anko</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/681423123062603776/that-dumb-byler-kiss-hidden-in-a-trailer" class="tumblr_blog">cmollyo</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://kuro-anko.tumblr.com/post/681421332651638784/that-dumb-byler-kiss-hidden-in-a-trailer" class="tumblr_blog">kuro-anko</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>that dumb ‘’byler kiss hidden in a trailer livestream’’ tiktok made me more sure of the endgame than it probably should have but that’s fine, i needed that</p></blockquote>


<p>Ooohh could you please link it? <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mOr2Lxrig85Mx8RGFP1GzfQ">@kuro-anko</a> </p></blockquote>
<p>it’s probably embarassing case of 

pareidolia but- note: you have to look at it in the dark or just lighten up a picture otherwise you won’t see much</p><p> <a href="https://www.tiktok.com/@strangerthz/video/7085471943142460714?is_copy_url=1&amp;is_from_webapp=v1">https://www.tiktok.com/@strangerthz/video/7085471943142460714?is_copy_url=1&amp;is_from_webapp=v1</a></p></blockquote>


<p>Tbh I looks a lot like mike and Will from the movie theater scene in s3 </p></blockquote>


<p>Heh, it’s interesting, I guess. I can see what you’re talking about. I’d be floored if they actually hid that in the trailer though. Pareidolia is certainly a possible explanation. It’d be a neat little experiment to show that to fans without any explanation to see what they think is there.</p></blockquote>
<p>Damn, i think we really have to just… wait and see. </p></blockquote>


<p>Indeed. The thing about this is I don&rsquo;t know if I would have seen what you saw if I didn&rsquo;t already read your interpretation of it. Since I did, I was able to go in with an expectation. The ambiguous nature of the static would have made it easy for my brain to interpret it in a way to back up my expectations.</p><p>Still, this doesn&rsquo;t mean it&rsquo;s <i>not</i> true, technically.</p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://kuro-anko.tumblr.com/post/681423396187389952/kuro-anko-that-dumb-byler-kiss-hidden-in-a" class="tumblr_blog">kuro-anko</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/681423123062603776/that-dumb-byler-kiss-hidden-in-a-trailer" class="tumblr_blog">cmollyo</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://kuro-anko.tumblr.com/post/681421332651638784/that-dumb-byler-kiss-hidden-in-a-trailer" class="tumblr_blog">kuro-anko</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>that dumb ‘’byler kiss hidden in a trailer livestream’’ tiktok made me more sure of the endgame than it probably should have but that’s fine, i needed that</p></blockquote>


<p>Ooohh could you please link it? <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mOr2Lxrig85Mx8RGFP1GzfQ">@kuro-anko</a> </p></blockquote>
<p>it’s probably embarassing case of 

pareidolia but- note: you have to look at it in the dark or just lighten up a picture otherwise you won’t see much</p><p> <a href="https://www.tiktok.com/@strangerthz/video/7085471943142460714?is_copy_url=1&amp;is_from_webapp=v1">https://www.tiktok.com/@strangerthz/video/7085471943142460714?is_copy_url=1&amp;is_from_webapp=v1</a></p></blockquote>


<p>Tbh I looks a lot like mike and Will from the movie theater scene in s3 </p></blockquote>


<p>Heh, it&rsquo;s interesting, I guess. I can see what you&rsquo;re talking about. I&rsquo;d be floored if they actually hid that in the trailer though. Pareidolia is certainly a possible explanation. It&rsquo;d be a neat little experiment to show that to fans without any explanation to see what they think is there.</p>
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Body: <p>The two tombstone thing has me wondering if the Hawkins crew uses the Upside Down to travel to a parallel Hawkins where Billy was known as William. Maybe the tombstone is how they discover they&rsquo;re &ldquo;not in Hawkins anymore.&rdquo;</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://arkov1.tumblr.com/post/681376205843349504/httpsredditcomrstrangerthingscommentsu28pzq">arkov1</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681375766934618112">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://i-love-sweet-william.tumblr.com/post/681345928120107008/look-closer">i-love-sweet-william</a>:</p><blockquote><p>LISTEN I LIVE LIFE IN SLO-MO AND I&rsquo;M NEVER GONNA HAVE THE ENERGY TO BE INVOLVED WITH THINGS IN A TIMELY MANNER. THIS WILL NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN SO LISTEN TO ME. LISTEN UP. LOOK.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/53dea213165304fe2e50201cb0b6a2a7/52bfed39d731e1eb-72/s640x960/907c032e64ce8855ca898eba7ad71c94b3b77fd2.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>DO YOU SEE THIS SHIT.</p><h2>LOOK CLOSER.</h2><h1><b>CLOSER.</b></h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8c0dc2dbe6d5ccf06db8023673fe9b98/52bfed39d731e1eb-14/s640x960/e089140512c028f3ccfd0aaaaf7a45071885019d.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>IT&rsquo;S IN THE FLASH AT 1:59</p><h1><b>:33</b></h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7db8f54d290c2e6ac3987b6b3df278d0/52bfed39d731e1eb-a8/s640x960/56720077478ef18a22da68c7a795fa7add20de39.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><h1><b>:52</b></h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1cc008c4774da48896e30853c597871f/52bfed39d731e1eb-fe/s640x960/a86fd6989cd553e50f2684fff1971beffa9761c2.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><h1><b>1:46 </b><small>(it&rsquo;s on a transition)</small></h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d3cf6e0664df1e1001fcd108d07f72f5/52bfed39d731e1eb-0b/s640x960/7fd3d0f7744c57fee9ebc1c0a9247b833867c82b.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8ae1e874af5a2ea2626b9a6111bafd24/52bfed39d731e1eb-5d/s640x960/5aa30aa4cb64e10b0f25421f847aa434c4237221.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><h1><b>2:30</b></h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/630911ddd0dbe2ada61a13acd75f82bb/52bfed39d731e1eb-c6/s640x960/18c3702acc7fd66cd960d4de4856f0718fa5039c.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p><small>(I save the frames for myself, but if anyone else wants to look through at that speed without doing the conversion work, I can post a link. <strike>but for all we know the times might not refer to trailer frames but whole clips or something else we have or haven&rsquo;t seen</strike>)</small></p></blockquote><p>I am extremely intrigued at what that could possibly mean. There’s no obvious link between any of this, but I can’t deny that they’ve clearly posted timestamps in a single frame of the trailer. </p></blockquote><p><a href="https://reddit.com/r/StrangerThings/comments/u28pzq/for_fun_i_decided_to_see_whats_behind_the/">https://reddit.com/r/StrangerThings/comments/u28pzq/for_fun_i_decided_to_see_whats_behind_the/</a></p><p>It spells out “I am Hell’s Master”</p></blockquote>
<p>Ah, I guess I wasn’t seeing it at just the right moment. </p><p>Vecna did want to claim the Shadowfell/Plane of Shadow for himself in D&amp;D, I think. </p>
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Body: <figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1006" data-orig-width="1865"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6fe02c9b3871e20b094fcf0934ddae65/c6311eb977bb0b2a-30/s540x810/9051ce7e6f31d5b3c8300ca6d2eb48f039251be6.jpg" data-orig-height="1006" data-orig-width="1865"/></figure><p>So help me, if anything happens to Holly Wheeler&hellip;</p><p>Alright, Ted. This is your moment. Be the hidden depths True Lies guy I’ve been headcanoning you to be. Protect your goddamn family.</p>
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Body: <p>So, the Hawkins crew actually goes into the Upside Down. We see Eddie putting on a nice concert for the locals.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="828" data-orig-width="1792"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/477fe7b4ff893f01a0d84617bfe26afa/d680fc2dcc967619-95/s540x810/ecc2eb50b4bd20df73d772b54d58b02135cdaad2.jpg" data-orig-height="828" data-orig-width="1792"/></figure><p>While Steve apparently fights off some demobats like the absolute king he is.</p><p>I can’t say I know exactly what the plan is here, but I think Eddie and Steve are the distraction. We already know Steve probably comes away pretty banged up.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="736" data-orig-width="736"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/eb1f542bc14bf8f8e4b6eb17fc754b6b/d680fc2dcc967619-cc/s540x810/f950c731ff6f628210718b78e35ca2efbbf911f3.jpg" data-orig-height="736" data-orig-width="736"/></figure><p>I wonder what the plan is, though. They wouldn’t have the means to do anything in the Upside Down themselves. Maybe there’s something in there they need to find? </p><p>Any thoughts?</p>
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<p>I am extremely intrigued at what that could possibly mean. There’s no obvious link between any of this, but I can’t deny that they’ve clearly posted timestamps in a single frame of the trailer. </p>
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<p>If memory serves, his character bio states that he gouged out his own eyes. It’s worth mentioning, though, that the other artifact of Vecna in D&amp;D is his Eye.</p>
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<p>From the Forgotten Realms Wiki:</p><p>The <i><b>Hand of Vecna</b></i> was a powerful and <a href="https://forgottenrealms.fandom.com/wiki/Evil">evil</a> <a href="https://forgottenrealms.fandom.com/wiki/Artifact">artifact</a> that granted its wearer access to supernatural strength and powerful <a href="https://forgottenrealms.fandom.com/wiki/Spell">spells</a>.</p><p><i>The Hand was a desiccated, mummified left hand. In order to use its powers, the wielder needed to cut off his or her own left hand at the wrist and press the Hand of Vecna against the remainder of the arm. The artifact then magically grafted itself onto its wearer and became a functioning limb. Removing the Hand of Vecna invariably killed its wearer.</i></p><p>It’s probably also a Freddy Kreuger reference.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/681370268832268288/ooh-wait-what-if-will-gets-fed-the-fuck-up-with">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/elkdiaries/681359889169301504">elkdiaries</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>friendly reminder that at some point, for some reason during the <span class="npf_color_ross">roller rink scene</span>, mike and will go off somewhere by themselves…</h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="600" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7888bbe7e10fd0d7629a56913509a8b6/5c91c0838f5b19e1-61/s640x960/b550e6136e203a6dffc90cf923eb5a9c3bf05eaf.jpg" data-orig-height="600" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="374" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8edc3dbe2f6baedec234102036f46e1a/5c91c0838f5b19e1-2b/s640x960/552becbd5b0dd94500386ca09b6d77cc6d8e7038.jpg" data-orig-height="374" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><h2>otherwise, how would el be <span class="npf_color_ross">alone</span> in this frame? </h2></blockquote><p>Ooh wait what if Will gets fed the fuck up with Mike and El being all “teeheehee” and he’s like “aight imma head out” and leaves, and Mike follows him (as he often does when Will gets upset), leaving El all alone? 🤔 hmmmm</p></blockquote>
<p>I mean, this is plausible. It’s impossible to know for sure, but, yeah, something must happen to result in El being by herself. Unless the second photo is just a hallucination of some kind, then it looks like El is being brutally laughed at for something. Her boyfriend leaving her alone on the rink could be something like that. Even if she knew Mike had a reason, it would still bother her if the girls bullied her so severely. </p>
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Reblog name: 
Title: Mike’s “emotional monologue”
Body: <p>The more we find out, if one can call it that, about season 4, the more I think Mike’s monologue will be towards Will.</p><p>We can see so far that Will is apparently pushed into the background again. We’ve seen nothing where he and Mike seem to be interacting, let alone having a good time. The main question is, why return to a storyline they did in season 3?</p><p>Well, maybe because it never got resolved.</p><p>We never did see Mike apologize to Will. He goes to Will’s house to do so, but then they find Will at Castle Byers where he tells them the Mindflayer is back. They spend the rest of the season dealing with that. Lucas attempts to apologize, but we don’t get that from Mike. I always thought that was odd. I just figured it might show up as a flashback or something.</p><p>Now, though, I think Mike never did apologize, despite intending to. He channeled his attention onto El for the remainder of the season, even giving her a rather lame attempt at apology, instead. By the time the Byers leave, it seems like they both just treated it as something that was settled without having talked about it. </p><p>I think it will all come to a head in season 4. Will seems likely to find that Mike is doing it all again. Keep in mind that he’s visiting around Will’s birthday. This scene here may well take place on Will’s birthday.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="400" data-orig-width="400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/734f2112fa1246d5343e595423622fa2/f647e3ad52dd9f87-c4/s540x810/cac7506d9fab7bfde246ecf246501fdbed29510e.jpg" data-orig-height="400" data-orig-width="400"/></figure><p>Regardless of how anyone feels about Byler, Will is, quite literally, shoved into the background. His best and oldest friend is visiting after he moves away, and he has to skate around alone, following like a sad dog. I repeat, this may well occur <b>on Will’s birthday</b>.</p><p>Will’s anger is very likely to rise, probably slowly at first, until he can’t take it anymore. If he does have powers, count on this being how they manifest. Powers or not, though, Will’s anger will show in some way. He may go off on his own, convinced he’s not wanted. This is especially true if Joyce and Jonathan aren’t paying as much attention to him anymore, either.</p><p>Mike will have some major apologizing to do. He’ll need honest feelings, tears, the whole nine yards. This is supposed to be “the best thing I’ve ever done” he’s ignoring here. This is the one he was afraid was going to leave him for another party. The question is: when will Mike finally apologize?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://strangerthings4theories.tumblr.com/post/681250945459421184/so-apparantly-sts-yt-has-posted-a-livestream-of">strangerthings4theories</a>:</p><blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/gWp9abJsU_Y" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/gWp9abJsU_Y?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><p>So apparantly ST’s yt has posted a livestream of the Creel Clock in the middle of the street with a countdown at around 22 hours 🙃🙃 the noises of the vines and upside down can be heard and the clock face keeps glitching it seems?</p><p>Veryyy interesting. I think ppl think itll lead to a trailer drop maybe?</p><p>-sarah</p></blockquote>
<p>There are other things occasionally happening in the Livestream. At one point it cut out with HNL graphics before very briefly showing a clip of men in hazmat suits. There was also a couple of men dressed as HNL technicians with clipboards examining the clock for a little while. It&rsquo;ll be interesting to see what else happens during the next day.</p>
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<p>FWIW, those map coordinates indicate this is happening at 274 Santa Monica Blvd. </p>
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<p>That’s just mean.</p>
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<p>The merchandizing is really getting out of hand, eh?</p><p>On a completely unrelated note, I happen to love this variety of Doritos. </p>
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Body: <p>I’m 40 today.</p><p>I’m so not ready for this.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://strangercoco.tumblr.com/post/680820114965266432">strangercoco</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>ST4 Trailer on Easter?</h1><p>I keep noticing patterns, especially with rabbits and even the mentioning of Easter (twice) in two different ST comics based around these twin girls (one having fire powers *coughWillcough*/ twins foreshadowing- WillEl) </p><p>I think not only will the official ST4 trailer come out around Easter weekend (April 16th-18th-my birthday!) but I think that may also have been around the time of the Creel house &ldquo;incident&rdquo;&hellip;.</p><p>I also think there may be a resurrection of some sort, especially around Billy - since he has an echo of himself in the Upside Down. I also think he has a huge connection to Will and to the Mindflayer. His mother raises suspicions for me, too. I think she will appear in ST4.</p><p>Thoughts&hellip;.???</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="412" data-orig-width="956"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7ac8430d82f91025897a6c8a0f06281c/1d0ceef75442daec-30/s640x960/d57b0fadaf86768e99782ccca0b933380b340319.jpg" data-orig-height="412" data-orig-width="956"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="374" data-orig-width="956"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5368c2bc9a8b8f1b7c3ceee6f99eb493/1d0ceef75442daec-ad/s640x960/f40fb7ea774796612e05a0e1bf104849f1b3d127.jpg" data-orig-height="374" data-orig-width="956"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>I’ve speculated on season 4 having a resurrection theme ever since we learned it would take place in March. I figured it would fit with Hopper’s return, but I suppose it could also factor into the whole Billy situation. </p><p>However, I will say this: if they launch the trailer on Easter, then I will <b>never </b>believe a character on this show is really dead ever again.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://stincorrect.tumblr.com/post/680673341373300736/steve-im-going-to-need-you-to-swear-dustin">stincorrect</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Steve: I’m going to need you to swear&ndash;<br/>Dustin: Fuck.<br/>Steve: …<br/>Steve: Swear as in promise.<br/>Dustin: …oh. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p>I’m not terribly happy that my Billy and Max post isn’t showing up in tags, apparently. I hope it gets resolved soon.</p>
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Body: <p>There’s been a lot of speculation (or, dare I say, just hope?) that Billy will make a return in season 4. While I’m more or less convinced he’s dead, there are other ways to have his character appear. I think this all revolves around Max’s own story arc in season 4.</p><figure data-orig-width="1000" data-orig-height="563" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/885956f546dffe61de1d15b88e1694b1/3595ef826a1e9e0f-81/s540x810/60b6ff10d54502e9edb08598a072795c174261db.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="1000" data-orig-height="563"/></figure><p>Looking back at the camera meant something in season 3. Will and El both did, and it seemed to reflect the fact that they had an awareness of the supernatural that the others lacked. It made sense at the time since El’s powers and Will’s connection to the Mindflayer gave them both an ability to detect what the Mindflayer was doing.</p><p>Max, however, lacks any sort of power (that we’re aware of, anyway). How, then, might she be able to see beyond the material? Well&hellip;</p><figure data-orig-width="1280" data-orig-height="688" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4d4b60062933df93984ab227d3aa7c2d/3595ef826a1e9e0f-ab/s540x810/546daa3a3789bb1297ab19c5d470a7cae5f2ba40.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1280" data-orig-height="688"/></figure><p>We’ve known since the epilogue of season 3 that Max is not doing ok. When everyone goes home after the Byers move away, Max goes to his room and cries. She does so alone. There’s nobody comforting her. This isn’t terribly surprising since her friends had little reason to mourn him, but she may also be keeping it to herself. It could be even worse depending on the cover story the government gave for his death. If they were to say he died helping Max get out of the burning mall, it’s possible that Neil blames her, isolating her even within her own family.</p><p>This brings us into season 4. Max will have been dealing with her grief, and possible guilt, for months without any measurable progress. It may be a contributing factor if she and Lucas indeed do have some problems with their relationship. The real problem, though, could come when it goes beyond typical grief and crosses into the supernatural. Enter Ms. Kelly.</p><p>I think Max may start to see Billy, whether it is in nightmares, the waking world, or both. Sleep-deprived and full of depression and anxiety, Max goes to Ms. Kelly for help. Unfortunately, Max is unable to give the full story, so Ms. Kelly is led to believe that Max simply has conflicted feelings about Billy’s death due to his often abusive treatment towards her in life. She encourages Max to write letters to Billy as a way for her to process her thoughts and find closure. She does so, secretly, hoping for Billy to stop haunting her.</p><p>It backfires, however. Max starts to see Billy more and more as she processes her grief. Her feelings about Billy become more clear, and Billy begins to speak to her, though it isn’t comprehensible. She sees flashes of images in her dreams of a house. She starts to freak out, thinking she’s losing her mind. Lucas dismisses her concerns, thinking she should just accept it and move on. Only Dustin believes that something weird may be going on. He encourages her to keep writing, possibly even including questions to see if her vision of Billy answers.</p><p>It works. Eventually, she and Dustin think to ask Billy about the images she’s been getting glimpses of. He manages to communicate an address.</p><figure data-orig-width="1170" data-orig-height="1074" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4af96ac30dcbde17c416983d4d966525/3595ef826a1e9e0f-b3/s540x810/bb2fd79fe17a8eda4b1b4550d5de96ebfb81991d.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="1170" data-orig-height="1074"/></figure><p>Now, I do think Billy is dead, or at least his material body is. His “soul,” for lack of a better term, however, may be bound to the Upside Down. As a result, he may yet have a role to play. We know that the heroes have to become aware of the Creel House somehow. I think Max is the perfect character to have this realization, as it could also help her find her peace with Billy, something I felt she was robbed of in season 3. It would also be a way for Billy fans to have their moment without the show pulling a “surprise, he’s not really dead!” moment. Billy could get some genuine redemption AFTER death by helping Max and her friends find out about the new threat before it becomes too much to stop.</p><p>Thoughts?</p>
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<p>This is another reason why season 3 represented a massive, but likely intentional, OOC moment for a lot of the cast. The Duffers said that the monster represented puberty or changing or something like that. We have characters like Mike trying to act more adult out of a sense of obligation. By the end of the season, we see that some of those effects are gone and characters are back to “normal.”</p><p>This actually can reflect the process of identity formation that often starts around that age. It’s rather bluntly invoked when Max straight up tells El to “try things on” when El remarks that she doesn’t know what she likes. Other characters, like Mike and Lucas, are doing the same thing by pretending to be more manly than they really are. I imagine Lucas’ “girly” scream when sprayed by Dustin is meant to be a contrast to his attempt at a manly image. </p><p>It’s all fake. Well, sort of. It’s more that the characters are trying things on, and, partially due to everything that happened that season, many of them likely decided their season 3 selves weren’t for them. From what we know about season 4, the characters are, again, trying things on. Well, except for Dustin, who’s always known, and accepted, that he’s a nerd.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/680334693695127552">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I don&rsquo;t expect a trailer today<strike>(it would be awesome though)..</strike>. but if for April fools they wanted to post a corny skit for surfer boy pizza . I wouldn&rsquo;t be opposed.</p><p>I mean&hellip; we got  random ads / a commercial for the mall in s3. So why not sbp?</p><p>Honestly &hellip; I&rsquo;m just saying this cause i&rsquo;m desperate for any type of content 😅</p></blockquote>
<p>A trailer, or anything really, today would be hilarious. We&rsquo;d be left with no way to know if we could trust anything in it.</p>
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<p>Definitely not flattering pictures, at the very least. The shading does come across as very sinister.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spookywheeler.tumblr.com/post/680178242106359808/i-think-im-the-only-person-in-this-fandom-whos">spookywheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I think I&rsquo;m the only person in this fandom who&rsquo;s more excited for the original scores than for the trailer</p></blockquote>
<p>I absolutely adore the synthwave they give us every season, but the featured 80s songs are what I mostly look forward to.</p>
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Body: <p>I decided to figure out what the arcade cabinets are in this photo.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="600" data-orig-width="337"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c438184c8b1c4223c0415a53fa75902e/e4b8838d0d6b5d48-3d/s540x810/a30826589dc5dd408f63556f9463a357bf9972d5.jpg" data-orig-height="600" data-orig-width="337"/></figure><p>Aside from the obvious crane games, we have two visible arcade cabinets. They both appear to be Asteroids Deluxe.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1067" data-orig-width="800"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4fac837ce8c408be946bfed04ca610d1/e4b8838d0d6b5d48-b2/s540x810/bf9efa97d2c11d1a3a26009b144c06471792fb7d.png" data-orig-height="1067" data-orig-width="800"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="190" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c71e935b8aeea3296cd03883f232349c/e4b8838d0d6b5d48-e3/s540x810/742649af46aeb10fc16dbe8e4dfcc2b328ff94f0.png" data-orig-height="190" data-orig-width="640"/></figure><p>The right-hand side one is easier to make out since you can see the title and button layout. Still, on the left-hand side machine, you can see the Atari logo on the bottom right on a patch of blue, with black to the left.</p><p>What does this mean? I have no idea, but I’m a lifelong gamer. I just had to figure it out.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://zombiewheeler.tumblr.com/post/680004239998828544/yall-the-stranger-things-3-trailer-came-out-march">zombiewheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p>yall. the stranger things 3 trailer came out march 20, 2019. stranger things 3 came out july 5, 2019. that’s 107 days before the season came out. </p><p>we are now 60 days away from stranger things 4. still no trailer. what r u waiting for, duffers? duffer more like suffer</p></blockquote>
<p>Netflix be all like:<br/><br/>“Hey, why spend all this money on marketing? Just throw out a bunch of smaller social media posts for the fans to drool over. Those little sheep will eat it up and do the work for us!”</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://0aurelion-sol0.tumblr.com/post/679966379296899072/were-not-in-hawkins-anymore" class="tumblr_blog">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://proud-mama-joyce.tumblr.com/post/679965573321555968/were-not-in-hawkins-anymore" class="tumblr_blog">proud-mama-joyce</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://0aurelion-sol0.tumblr.com/post/679950307742105600/were-not-in-hawkins-anymore" class="tumblr_blog">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://proud-mama-joyce.tumblr.com/post/679831332972625921/were-not-in-hawkins-anymore" class="tumblr_blog">proud-mama-joyce</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>…says the tagline
of one of the teasers we got prior to S4. To many viewers that grew up watching The Wizard of Oz (1939), that rings a bell…</p>
<figure data-orig-width="541" data-orig-height="200" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e1c41a84a691ec31320f248ae69f6132/901547e7da870e40-61/s540x810/c2541e0026b51c03b2a1da2601586de1ac334f6c.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="541" data-orig-height="200"/></figure><p>Many, many
movies were listed on the Video Store Fridays list from the writers as sources
of influence for Season 4. But the selection of this tagline points to a deeper
connection between Stranger Things and The Wizard of Oz, particularly for this
season.</p>
<p>In addition to the tagline above, there are so many possible connections
between the information that we have and what we can find in The Wizard of Oz.
Let’s try to lay out some objective references we’ve seen first:<br/></p>
<ul><li>“Behind the curtain”: In The Wizard of Oz, as
Dorothy and her friends are in an audience with the terrifying, disembodied
Wizard, Dorothy’s dog Toto pulls back a curtain to reveal that the Wizard is actually
a man using electronics and smoke effects to project his likeness above them. “Pay
no attention to the man behind the curtain,” he says, in an attempt to keep
their focus on the illusion. In Season 2, as Murray discusses the strategy to leak
information about Barb’s death, he tells her that the average citizens of
Hawkins are “not wired like me and you…They don’t spend their lives trying to
get a look at what’s behind the curtain” (referring to understanding the truth
of how “The Man”/the people in power operate). </li>
<li>Suzie has a Wizard of Oz poster in her bedroom
when we meet her in S3. </li>
<li>Matthew Modine has referenced Dorothy in a
tweet: (“It was always within Dorothy’s power to return home”):</li>
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directly referencing The Wizard of Oz:</li>
<ul><li>One is a quote from Dorothy from the book, as
she talks about wanting to get back to Kansas and her Aunt Em (credit to <a href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>​ for originally blogging the <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/647368222655545344/lmao-me-states-that-russia-isnt-actually-russia">post</a> where I found the tweet): </li></ul></ul><figure data-orig-width="454" data-orig-height="750" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/dd3e4b52757c68fb5474772b0a1324c4/901547e7da870e40-44/s540x810/bb74aac9f9956a07329a5a52afb58f63ba955bc7.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="454" data-orig-height="750"/></figure><ul><ul><li>Another connects the song “Somewhere Over the
Rainbow” with the Rainbow Room at Hawkins Lab (credit to <a href="https://tmblr.co/mRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a>​ for blogging the <a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/650529213790715904">post</a> where I found this image):</li></ul></ul><figure data-orig-width="614" data-orig-height="742" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5e6e3c6f70dd017b3fb7e7330487f558/901547e7da870e40-ea/s540x810/06a36746e7e13bfff7faf4d24f68cc3518554a2f.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="614" data-orig-height="742"/></figure><p>There’s
clearly more going on under the surface here with these references. What do we
find if we dig a little deeper comparing these two stories?  </p>
<p><br/></p>
<h2>Magic,
Real and Contrived</h2>
<p><b>Magic in
Oz</b></p>
<p>Within
Dorothy’s reality in Oz, there are two main ways magic is shown:</p>
<ol><li>Innate magical ability displayed by witches
(Glinda the Good Witch and the Wicked Witch of the West)</li>
<li>False magic that actually turns out to be cons
and illusions (the “magic” performed by the Wizard of Oz himself, revealed to
be nothing but smoke and mirrors when the curtain is lifted)</li>
</ol><p>This also
applies to magical items: Dorothy’s ruby slippers contain real magical
properties within Oz (which is why the Wicked Witch of the West wants them), but
the items given to the Scarecrow, the Tin Man, and the Lion—a diploma, a
heart-shaped pocket watch, and a medal of courage—are simply external
representations of the qualities they already possess.</p>
<p>In The
Wizard of Oz, the Wizard is a con man, an ordinary man who landed in Oz and took advantage of others’ assumptions that he was a wizard. The Wizard’s “magic” ultimately proves useless to Dorothy and her
friends. Dorothy is able to return home without the Wizard, using the ruby
slippers that she’s had for the whole journey combined with her better
understanding of herself. (“You don’t need to be helped any longer,” Glinda
says before she leaves. “You’ve always had the power to go back to Kansas.” But,
she says, Dorothy “had to learn it for herself.”) Her friends, as mentioned,
didn’t actually gain anything from the Wizard that they wanted (a brain, a
heart, or courage); instead, they discovered they already had what they
desired.</p>
<p><br/></p>
<p><b>Magic in
Stranger Things</b></p> <p><a href="https://proud-mama-joyce.tumblr.com/post/679831332972625921/were-not-in-hawkins-anymore" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>


<p><b>Oh! So the poster for season 4 was a “The Wizard Of Oz” reference! Clever. Very clever.</b></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0203f2a266eec52699e2d30b1f20037b/89f72580b906ace2-21/s2048x3072/47ac841d5a76325ec02fcbc2b4d146ad6f040039.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1480" data-media-key="0203f2a266eec52699e2d30b1f20037b:89f72580b906ace2-21"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="963" data-orig-width="770"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bbb8c628dfefb38b0a1e908c13fb61cd/89f72580b906ace2-a2/s2048x3072/9fb4f8d392ff837fe4c81e9dcb98ff2bf1d1bfd0.jpg" data-orig-height="963" data-orig-width="770" data-media-key="bbb8c628dfefb38b0a1e908c13fb61cd:89f72580b906ace2-a2"/></figure><p><b>Ha! Even more clever, it’s the map and flag of The Land Of Oz upside down.</b></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="994" data-orig-width="1513"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a49dd34a38b80e9c4b7ef036aee80503/89f72580b906ace2-25/s2048x3072/2ef3995514120f7e3281d4baac7d1bc1ecb44443.jpg" data-orig-height="994" data-orig-width="1513" data-media-key="a49dd34a38b80e9c4b7ef036aee80503:89f72580b906ace2-25"/></figure><p><b>I know some people will like this one. 😏 Especially for their theories.</b></p></blockquote>
<p>My mind is blown by this observation. Good catch!! Although, it’s actually not upside down – that’s the incorrect, flipped version of the map that’s been circulating that I mentioned in the post (it’s everywhere because of an error in a 1914 edition). The accurate map that reflects the book details DOES have yellow in the West and blue in the East–which makes your observation even better IMO. <br/></p><p>Thinking of how American world maps are usually printed, California is in the West and Russia is in the East, matching their positions in the poster too.<br/><br/>So, with all the yellow and blue Byler hints, it appears there are multiple layers to the Russian transmission text…very interesting. I’ll be thinking more about this!!<br/></p></blockquote>


<p><b>Oh yes true. So it must be this one than.</b></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="847" data-orig-width="1300"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9d5f50cac7dcd1e2e1e652395817dd48/25f383d0a2f604b3-0b/s2048x3072/42540533ce77a32309fedd54b51fbc553395512a.jpg" data-orig-height="847" data-orig-width="1300" data-media-key="9d5f50cac7dcd1e2e1e652395817dd48:25f383d0a2f604b3-0b"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="566" data-orig-width="800"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a1e0d122804e301eed358b6fa1bae3f0/25f383d0a2f604b3-57/s2048x3072/5f545b94d7cc3bb7a52b8b490e4fd950418d6687.jpg" data-orig-height="566" data-orig-width="800" data-media-key="a1e0d122804e301eed358b6fa1bae3f0:25f383d0a2f604b3-57"/></figure><p><b>The flag as well since it’s also supposed to be wrong.</b></p><p><b>Still I think it works in both cases since now it seems the reference is pretty clear. (Even more considering it’s on the ST4 Movie List, and also with how many times the ST crew referenced it.)</b></p></blockquote>


<p>Well, this is all very interesting.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/625801494196846592/updated-on-march-13th-2022-thank-you" class="tumblr_blog">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p><small><i>*Updated on March 13th, 2022</i></small></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="212" data-orig-width="512"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fba3dac5bba87a30b98026b9d6f4b43c/e4803c307ca3fefe-e5/s2048x3072/7ba6dab0083f240d203e79bb298baf681c98f844.png" data-orig-height="212" data-orig-width="512" data-media-key="fba3dac5bba87a30b98026b9d6f4b43c:e4803c307ca3fefe-e5"/></figure><p><small>*thank you <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA">@0aurelion-sol0</a> for the custom graphic (above)</small></p><h2>Hello there!</h2><p><small>I started this side-blog as an outlet for my obsession with Stranger Things so that I would stop rambling about it to my less-than-interested friends and family. I’m grateful to all the nerds in this corner of Tumblr that have made me feel less alone in my appreciation for this fantastic series and its characters.</small></p><p><small>I know that it’s impossible to know what will happen next in Stranger Things 4, but I think the Duffer Brothers and the writing team are very clever storytellers and there are a lot of intentionally established details, clues, and underlying plot-threads in the series that are exciting to analyze and theorize about.</small></p><p><i><small>To quote one of a favorite ST bloggers:</small></i></p><p><a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/645059977924476928/how-could-one-enter-the-new-season-with-little-to"><small>“Let your theories and expectations drive your excitement, but don’t let them be why you do or don’t like a show. You like this show because of what the writers, actors, set designers, and others have given us”</small></a></p><p><small>- <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </small></p><p>An incomplete collection of some of my blogposts and ideas, as well as a few posts made by others that I felt might interest those who enjoy my blog, are linked below:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="245" data-orig-width="500" data-tumblr-attribution="freetheintp:Ig32gI6MXwA6gVGlcgp6rw:ZtVkLg2ZjDUJL"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e1ccee1ae385bcbffe180bb29aad3c99/e4803c307ca3fefe-e1/s2048x3072/514dbd8f9b5be9085a0398f9482cc1e2f004feac.gif" data-orig-height="245" data-orig-width="500" data-media-key="e1ccee1ae385bcbffe180bb29aad3c99:e4803c307ca3fefe-e1"/></figure><h2><b><span class="npf_color_chandler">General Analysis, Speculation, and Discussion:</span></b></h2><p>🗣 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/625489306859012096/trouble-communicating-misunderstandings-and">Trouble Communicating, Misunderstandings, and Lying in Stranger Things 3</a></p><p>💩 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/622992832156876800/its-bullsht">It’s Bullsh*t!“</a> (re: season 3’s focus on toxic substances and junk)</p><p><a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/679302496982859776/and-theres-a-butterfly-on-the-fabric-hanging-from">🦋 BUTTERFLIES 🦋 BUTTERFLIES EVERYWHERE. </a><small>*Yes, I might reference this when talking about very specific theories, but since my cataloguing of the many times we spot butterflies in the show is, in essence, a general observation, I’m listing this under the “general” section.</small></p><p>❓<a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/634603342388248577/why-do-you-think-some-fandoms-are-most-likely-to">“Why do you think some fandoms are more likely to be heteronormative than others?”</a></p><p><a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/623260494409728000/no-you-are-not-inherently-being-homophobic-if-you">💭 Re: racism and homophobia in the fan community </a></p><p>💔 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/637497464117755904/i-saw-a-post-a-few-weeks-ago-that-had-some-fans">Regarding “anti” tags</a></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="250" data-orig-width="500" data-tumblr-attribution="theafictionados:h3VFTvhJXF9y43_PogDbqg:ZvK06eYb3S6vOm00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/475ba7ae791e2ef57f387cee12847556/e4803c307ca3fefe-f1/s2048x3072/6b0929ab74f683621c05736a6dea4191c3893cdf.gif" data-orig-height="250" data-orig-width="500" data-media-key="475ba7ae791e2ef57f387cee12847556:e4803c307ca3fefe-f1"/></figure><h2><b><span class="npf_color_chandler">Blogposts and Asks discussing the interpretation that Stranger Things is about a dissociated system:</span></b></h2><p>💬 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/654356733532241920/hello-i-wanted-to-share-my-thoughts-on-the">“Hello, I wanted to share my thoughts on the Mindflayer being an alter from the perspective from someone with an alter like that. […]” </a> + <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/654360978709987328/additionally-persecutors-are-a-type-of-protector">“Additionally…”</a></p><p><a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/667298100932657152/im-so-amazed-at-your-and-kaypeace21s-did">Re: an anonymous Ask, “as someone with DID myself […] I already headcanoned Billy as having DID. […] I personally like to believe that the Mindflayer is an alter, but the demogorgons and demodogs are wholly external”</a></p><p><a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/667324169920430080/hello-were-a-system-though-an-osdd-one-more">“I’m Lyra, and when I first appeared I was a persecutor. I, a lot like Billy, was awfully cruel. I’ve changed since then, but […]” </a></p><p><a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/670244753432035328/about-the-ask-from-an-osdd-system-that-suggested">Billy’s “death” was possibly a forced integration</a></p><p><a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/670245316090527744/i-have-a-pet-theory-that-the-system-was-in-fact-an">“I have a pet theory that the system was in fact an &ldquo;outpatient” subject of Hawkins National Laboratory […] I also do think that Will looks the most like the body and the body <i>is</i> Will and Eleven’s age.“</a></p><p>♥️<a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/662328708418371584/osdd-system-here-i-personally-really-like-you-and"> I hope that no matter what Stranger Things is about […] that the show continues to represent mental health conditions and trauma survivors and the struggles they experience respectfully and in ways that those who deal with similar things can continue to be comforted by.</a></p><p>…</p><p>🪞 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/678657462414475264/thank-you-again-to-sttheorycraft-for-sharing-this">David Harbour compares the resemblance of his younger self to a number of characters in Stranger Things, and other cast members add their comments</a></p><p>🎞 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/640933099485773824/kaypeaces-theory-was-hard-enough-to-understand">&quot;Caught between two slides?” Will and Mike’s conversation on Halloween</a></p><p>🧙‍♂️ <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/669660867356508160/will-the-wise">Will the Wise in the comics, Stranger Things #4 of 4</a></p><p>🏰 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/654652567346987008/hi-i-really-appreciate-you-trying-to-explain-but">“If the Upside Down is an internal world, how could Jonathan and Nancy enter it?”</a></p><p>✨ <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/640780524585107456/i-found-an-excerpt-from-will-byers-secret">Will Byers: Secret Files, and Will’s description of the first times he met El</a></p><p>🧠 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/627288164092067840/i-noticed-that-we-rarely-see-will-and-el-coincide">What is going on with the eerie parallels between Will and El?</a></p><p>✨ <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/640942892235571200/i-think-you-have-an-interesting-take-on-the-did">The Wicked Witch of the West, Captain Hook, and coping with fears while within other worlds</a> </p><p>✨ <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/660817681615814656/i-dunno-if-youve-answered-this-before-but-if-will">No, I don’t think that Will “owns” El’s powers</a></p><p>🎁 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/643417827302424576/popular-fan-accounts-were-gifted-matryoshka-dolls">Matryoshka Dolls!</a></p><p>🗺 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/647863003401912320/i-saw-a-post-of-an-updated-map-of-hawkins-on">Hawkins Maps: are they sometimes “upside down” in certain episodes?</a></p><p>🏞 “<a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/637770298193854464/hello-i-just-read-through-most-of-your-theories">What do you think is going to happen with the Upside Down especially if Will and El’s connection grows?</a>”</p><p>🧠 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/637128887385587712/you-think-wills-did-personality-disorder-will">“Do you think they will address DID in the series itself?”</a></p><p>🔮 “<a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/640122509064388608/your-theory-is-very-interesting-how-would-you">How would you expect a ‘big reveal’ might happen?”</a></p><p>🤯 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/640083405984448512/will-and-el-are-technically-the-same-person-along">“Will and El are technically the same person? Along with Hopper? Did I get that right? This is so confusing.”</a></p><p>👀 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/636966820388143104/do-you-think-theres-any-relation-or-symbolism">“Do you think there’s any relation or symbolism between a Brenner and Lonnie other than being shitty/abusive father figures?”</a></p><p>💭 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/637249147032010752/its-pretty-much-a-given-that-dr-brenner-will-be">Speculation on Dr. Brenner’s rumored return in season 4 or 5</a></p><p>🦸‍♀️ <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/637355659883675648/im-sure-this-has-been-talked-about-somewhere-but">“What are the source of their powers?” (I share my “first layer” and “second layer” meta theories/thoughts in this response re: this theory)</a> + a brief <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/637801196175998977/the-fictive-alter-theory-holds-a-lot-of-weight-for">follow-up Ask regarding the concept that El’s powers might only exist in internal worlds if she is a fictive alter</a></p><p>🧙‍♂️ <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/637140594599313408/guardian21-people-were-asking-why-mindflayer">Could Hopper actually have either been the inspiration for the persona of Will the Wise or eventually be reborn/transformed into a wizard-like protector?</a> (I may or may not write a longer blogpost about this thought eventually.)</p><p>📽 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/640415375108014080/happy-video-store-friday-everyone-if-anyone">Conceptual Video Edit (footage from 8 films from the Video Store Friday list)</a></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="304" data-orig-width="540" data-tumblr-attribution="stevesnailbat:ydW50tBgaJn0R4mVFfbY-g:ZWuNAWZOIqhm8u00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/99c6a9787ae984bbd0b5b907d4d2c046/e4803c307ca3fefe-39/s2048x3072/ed044f76a833877af584bd79a37a6653f0a99cc2.gif" data-orig-height="304" data-orig-width="540" data-media-key="99c6a9787ae984bbd0b5b907d4d2c046:e4803c307ca3fefe-39"/></figure><h2><b><span class="npf_color_ross">My Art</span></b></h2><p>🍬 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/626838595043573760/for-the-411-followers-celebration-thing">Reeses for Dart</a> </p><p>👦 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/628021809971904512/can-i-get-a-little-mike-wheeler">Mike Wheeler</a> </p><p>🎁 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/644338284195102720/happy-hawkins-holiday-hiatus-dykenance">Robin and Nancy</a></p><p>⚡ <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/628106421052063744/congrats-on-411-followers-keep-up-the-great-work">Will the Wise protecting Sir Michael</a></p><p>🎨 “<a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/663047581454270464/yeah-crazy-together">Crazy Together” tiny acrylic painting</a></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="371" data-orig-width="550" data-tumblr-attribution="sapphicbuckley:LUqCpPDxhSeIux3sW8Kpug:Z3g8mTZpQoipWq00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/86aa442a0e1fc16be7eec4d25d502062/e4803c307ca3fefe-9a/s2048x3072/cb4b94d7088b05b9a713ab2e716d8974d9ca6332.gif" data-orig-height="371" data-orig-width="550" data-media-key="86aa442a0e1fc16be7eec4d25d502062:e4803c307ca3fefe-9a"/></figure><h2><b><span class="npf_color_chandler">My bookmarked posts written by other fans (among many that I wish I could include in a giant, endless list):</span></b></h2><p>🧠<span style="color: #000000"><b> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA">@</a></b><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA"></a></span><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA">0aurelion-sol0</a> shared his opinions and thoughts on the did theory <a href="https://0aurelion-sol0.tumblr.com/post/662440121029820416/yo-whats-your-opinion-on-the-will-byers-did">you can read here.</a></p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mjvIsn_7rCcy4YiDhqnQSTg">@sttheorycraft</a>  📸 <a href="https://sttheorycraft.tumblr.com/post/663103817547694080/while-i-was-looking-for-that-picture-of-hoppers">David Harbour’s Instagram</a></p><p>🔁 <a href="https://sttheorycraft.tumblr.com/post/660808991071453184/there-came-an-echo">There Came an Echo</a> by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mjvIsn_7rCcy4YiDhqnQSTg">@sttheorycraft</a> </p><p>👩‍👧<a href="https://11byers.tumblr.com/post/646567998243700736/talk-to-us-girl-what-else-do-you-have-to-say">El and motherly love</a> analysis by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mlV0HROMuLSMlT7OMNwUHCQ">@11byers</a> </p><p>💬  <a href="https://11byers.tumblr.com/post/631550809736429568/some-byelers-were-talling-about-how-all-the"> &quot;I’m tired of black characters being perceived as hurdles for white characters to overcome.“</a> (Re: Lucas Sinclair) by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mlV0HROMuLSMlT7OMNwUHCQ">@11byers</a> </p><p>🏳️‍🌈 <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622910719032246272/heteronormativity-and-its-impact-on-stranger">Heteronormativity and its impact on Stranger Things</a> (re: Mike and Will) by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </p><p>🎞 <a href="https://irlbuckley.tumblr.com/post/628193941829894144/this-was-made-a-long-time-ago-and-im-surprised-i">A beautifully illustrated animated Mike and Will video</a> created by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m5xR8cPa-GDgOL4JJHXlRZw">@irlbuckley</a> </p><p>🏳️‍🌈 <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622215663887515648/its-not-my-fault-you-dont-like-girls-how-one">“It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!”: How one line sparked a pointless debate</a> by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </p><p>💔 <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/625200888596873216/byler-fight-vs-mileven-breakup">Byler Fight vs Mileven Breakup</a> by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> </p><p>💬 <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/638152429185220608/im-a-survivor-too-and-i-found-that-certain">&quot;I’m a survivor too”</a> A response to criticism of fans that recognize certain implied real-world horrors in the series (cw: CSA, rape, abuse) <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> </p><p>🧠 <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/630381573477482496/some-of-your-favorite-characters-are-wills-split">Some of your favorite characters are Will’s split personalities (psych/narrative analysis)</a> CW: abuse, sexual assault, psychological trauma (a content warning is also noted before the section in the post itself),  by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> </p><p>📽 <a href="https://strangerclips.tumblr.com/post/621828856784076800/video-store-friday-masterlist">Video Store Friday masterlist</a> by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mzYHCtVAxIy7nnK2Fvzi-sg">@strangerclips</a> <i><small><span class="npf_color_chandler"><b> </b></span></small></i></p></blockquote>
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Title: The Meaning to Mike’s Light and Shadow
Body: <p><a href="https://samwitcch.tumblr.com/post/679904743991214080/the-meaning-to-mikes-light-and-shadow" class="tumblr_blog">samwitcch</a>:</p><blockquote><p>To start, there’s a lighting technique in cinematography or photography  called Rembrandt Lighting / Chiaroscuro - it’s used to frame the subject matter half in shadow and half in light. </p><p>During the scene where Mike talks about the day he and Will first met, I was wondering: why did they specifically choose that lighting to frame Mike’s face? Rembrandt lighting is typically used to show a character’s evil or other side, so why did they choose it and make the lighting so harsh during Mike’s shed confession scene? When I was looking for references, I found they used similar lighting for him in a couple of scenes in season 3 - the scenes are when he’s hugging his mom (it seems as if he’s realized he’s gay) as well as when El was kissing him goodbye (he’s cast in shadow while she’s cast in light). I’m sure there are other scenes where Rembrandt lighting is used, but these are the three scenes that caught my eye.<br/><br/>I tried to contextualize these three scenes’ lighting, and I came to the conclusion that light is meant to symbolize heterosexuality and shadow is meant to symbolize homosexuality, with light starting out being the <b>“correct”</b> side, and shadow being the <b>“wrong”</b> side, until we reach season 3 (where Mike is starting to come to terms with his sexuality at the end) and the light and shadow meanings have switched.<br/><br/>Let’s start with the shed scene:</p><figure data-orig-width="1970" data-orig-height="1080" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/53ee2703aae72d360adb623fd7dce8da/08e2e71ec4efedeb-14/s540x810/4019abbc2fc3be2f5d1b618def50da75598bf55e.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1970" data-orig-height="1080"/></figure><p>First, I’m gonna assume from the way that they framed it, the lighting of Mike’s face for the shed scene being extremely bright on one side and extremely dark on the other was to highlight his conflicting feelings between being straight and being gay, with the gay being more prevalent since the majority of the scene is shrouded in darkness. This isn’t the case for any of the other characters in the shed like Joyce and Jonathan, just Mike. Of course, being gay shouldn’t be seen as wrong, but since it’s Mike, that’s how it’s portrayed. The darkness is on the left side while the extreme artificial lighting is on the right. It’s possible that the lighting being artificial is meant to demonstrate how Mike is being fake/straight and battling the real/gay side of himself. Notice how his face is lit on the <b>right </b>side (correct) and shadowed on the <b>left </b>side (wrong).<br/><br/>Something I was questioning is why is some part of the artificial light shown when he’s definitely being truthful in this scene? Well, I think that part of the reason is because he framed his very <b>romantic</b> coded confession in a way that’s masked to be <b>platonic</b>. He talks about how asking Will to be his <i>friend</i> is the best thing he’s ever done. Obviously, the use of the word friend throughout his speech waters down the romance confession a little bit, and the lighting shows that if he were to be 100% in the dark side, he’d probably change the wording to not seem platonic and be completely honest. While the light is a small part of the scene, it is still there, harshly contrasted against the shadowed parts.<br/></p><figure data-orig-width="1665" data-orig-height="1064" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f918d2c48402c8891cc7e2fa6ab74170/08e2e71ec4efedeb-75/s540x810/51ee686ed416a1642aa95b2c8c9a0fa3de8b5de4.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1665" data-orig-height="1064"/></figure><p>Along with that, why is Will’s face shrouded in light during this scene? A possible reason is that Will is currently on a different side as opposed to Mike, with Will being possessed by the Mind Flayer, or the enemy’s side. They aren’t currently on the same side, possibly meaning that Mike’s whole confession is unnoticed/taken as platonic. It could be taken as Will being gay (in the light) and Mike being straight (in the dark), however in context with the other two scenes, it’s more likely the light means that Will is “blinded” and doesn’t completely understand what Mike is saying.<br/><br/>Now, let’s take a look at a different scene: the infamous goodbye kiss.<br/></p><figure data-orig-width="1304" data-orig-height="706" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f10094727bba9cace81a752c6c099640/08e2e71ec4efedeb-6c/s540x810/1996d34646e2fe2614cb7581bb2e5064f89db83b.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1304" data-orig-height="706"/></figure><p>Light and dark can be shown to mean good or bad, with straight being good/light and gay being bad/dark - during the season 3 scene where El kissed Mike goodbye, his face is cast in darkness (by the open closet I may add), while El is lit with natural sunlight. The real natural light/straight doesn’t reach him, as opposed to the artificial one in season 2, meaning that heterosexuality doesn’t come naturally to him, and he can only <i>fake </i>it, only for a little bit as well. Mike during this scene is starting to realize that he’s on the dark side, and since the shadow’s framed on the <b>right (correct)</b><i> </i>side this time instead of the <b>left (wrong) </b>one, we can assume that he’s also coming to the realization that he is truly gay/on the right side. <br/><br/>(Side note: we can even take light and dark to mean happy and sad, with El’s face being basked in mostly sunlight through the car window when they were going to start a new life, and Will’s face being casted in mostly shadow, leaving everything behind that he’s known for his entire life. If that’s the case, Mike was definitely unhappy during that kiss, if his eyes being all the way open didn’t tell you already.)<br/><br/>And finally, we have the hug scene:</p><figure data-orig-width="1626" data-orig-height="1070" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5349c0cf934375e1ec206826612f987f/08e2e71ec4efedeb-79/s540x810/bb9c28e52968d73f0058652e5e5346ba95f3f2b0.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1626" data-orig-height="1070"/></figure><p>The lighting shows half his face darkened again, only this time, the illuminated part of his face is much less harsh than the lighting from season 2. During this scene, he’s starting to come to terms with the fact that he’s in the “dark side,” or that he’s gay. If we compare this to the shed scene, the slightly lit up part is on the <b>left (wrong),</b> while the shadow is on the <b>right (correct),</b> showing again that he’s figuring out that being gay/the dark side is the correct side for him.<br/><br/>All in all, the Rembrandt lighting during scenes where we think Mike is showing signs of conflicting sexuality problems, shows that he is really conflicted about his sexuality and that he’s come to realize it at the end of s3 through the theoretical meaning behind Mike’s light and shadow.<br/></p></blockquote>
<p>Huh. I’m out of my element in this topic, but there’s some very interesting ideas in this post. I appreciate the more artistic analyses that others in this fandom can bring to the table. No doubt the cinematography is very carefully planned out.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/elkdiaries/679800146396119040">elkdiaries</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1052" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/83173272c351627b7351f21a02fdf4ee/84e0a341a80436b4-16/s640x960/df0a8d065516867a52bbc6ec63c7af6041107a90.jpg" data-orig-height="1052" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><p>shame on netflixgeeked for not including the s2 byler handhold 🙄</p></blockquote>
<p>I don&rsquo;t know what the other photos are, but Mike&rsquo;s not even holding her hand. Their entire dynamic in this scene never sat right with me. El is literally clinging to him, and Mike is just standing there with his arms crossed.</p>
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<p>Oh, dear children, let an old man take you back to the 1980s. I had one of these, but never had the patience to put all the damn pegs in properly.</p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://www.youtube.com/embed/uA-KIaNmcE8?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/uA-KIaNmcE8?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><p>Yeah, don’t bother trying to up the quality of the video. That’s what we had to work with back then.</p>
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Body: <p>I don&rsquo;t want to make a big deal out of this. It&rsquo;s probably nothing, but I thought it was funny at least.</p><p>I was sent this photo of Will&rsquo;s double:</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="913" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1a1dcc61cd26f506051f665e7ce82f32/f0c6858218954c7b-34/s640x960/050c983caa16d1f40fb605ba1a6a6bf39a74fb1e.jpg" data-orig-height="913" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>Looking at his ring, it made me think of this:</p><figure data-orig-height="225" data-orig-width="225"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/66d7ad3604b23d8c4e61ece01b112462/f0c6858218954c7b-4c/s640x960/3415a148fee10bd69670c3d7acaa6327a0837029.jpg" data-orig-height="225" data-orig-width="225"/></figure><p>It even looks a little like the logo on his costume.</p><p>I&rsquo;m probably grasping at straws, but I&rsquo;d love for Will and El to be our own resident Wonder Twins.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://frantheory.tumblr.com/post/679520556918472704/willel-willel" class="tumblr_blog">frantheory</a>:</p><blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="850" data-orig-width="768"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/22f37c7e375c0693b940533989cc0de6/83770390ade2841b-c2/s540x810/2b8958ac90dac862139219854ce1159a6b03607b.png" data-orig-height="850" data-orig-width="768"/></figure><p>WILLEL WILLEL</p></blockquote>
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Title: 
Body: <p>It&rsquo;s come to my attention that one of my posts may have been copy-pasted by someone in the Reddit community. Specifically my post about the movie House. I certainly don&rsquo;t mind if someone wants to share my thoughts for further discussion, but a little credit would be nice.</p><p>For anyone interested, this is my post:</p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/663423569087414272/will-byers-movie-list-house-1986">https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/663423569087414272/will-byers-movie-list-house-1986</a></p><p>Original date: 9/26/2021</p><p>Edit: Ok, it might not be a copy-paste after all, but given the content and timing, it’s more than a little coincidental for such a relatively unknown movie to modern audiences.</p>
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<p>Hey, now that&rsquo;s an idea.</p>
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<p>Perhaps they’re driving through Utah while trying to contact Dustin on Cerebro. Suzie might overhear their call and make contact with them.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/679547662980251648">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/679546424047927296">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/mikequeerlerr/679533682862800896">mikequeerlerr</a>:</p><blockquote><p>LOOK AT MY THEORY BRO IDK </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1392" data-orig-width="719"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/99b6c9c60d6d815a122ca35ff603305d/3bd92bf0fa867d8c-f9/s640x960/11a7675b9cab4cca45dcb92fa80829fe6bf579db.jpg" data-orig-height="1392" data-orig-width="719"/></figure></div></blockquote><p>Maybe he&rsquo;s stuck with his trauma, and still thinks it&rsquo;s the 50s. So they have to dress accordingly.</p><p> It would go with the clock immagery representing tra*ma. Like hopper saying he wanted to &ldquo;<b><span class="npf_color_joey">turn back the clock</span>&rdquo; after his daughter passed.</b> Or how the 1st appearence of the demogorgan (we hear clock ticking), the vines in s2 (clock bell rings), in s2 the  mf appearing to Will (the clock hand sped up).</p><p><br/></p><p>Also &ldquo; silence of the lambs&rdquo;, &ldquo;backdraft&rdquo;, and &ldquo;pattington 2&rdquo; (on s4 movie list) involve a character visiting a criminal to learn more about an unrelated mystery/case. So yeah&hellip; ofcourse they&rsquo;re going to talk to victor :)</p><p>Like I&rsquo;m no expert in period fashion&hellip; so I have no idea if this is 80s or 50s clothes. But that most certainly isn&rsquo;t Robin&rsquo;s clothes XD</p></blockquote><p><b>Just passing by to represent my issue with or certain issues with S4 (&amp;S3), amongst other things but also to point out how clever this is.</b></p><p><b>It&rsquo;ll be quick but just to start clear&hellip; The Duffers are not really funny. At least the type of humor they prioritize isn&rsquo;t.</b></p><p><b>There&rsquo;s a reason why I love this compared to other scenes with elements of humour in ST. It&rsquo;s because it&rsquo;s subtle and clever. This is obviously old clothes that they are wearing to make sure Victor feels safe after all the trauma he must be stuck in and constantly reliving. It&rsquo;s sad and even terrifying.</b></p><p><b>But while it fits with Nancy&rsquo;s style, it doesn&rsquo;t with Robin. It&rsquo;s not her style and it feels so out of place. So it&rsquo;s also funny because of how clever it is but not to the point it becomes obnoxious and cringe like most of the humour we had before especially in S3 to the point it takes over the plot and the development of certain characters. There&rsquo;s layers to just this shot alone that is very interesting.</b></p><p><b>This is great and is more interesting than thousands of jokes about bad, unhealthy relationships that just slows the plot down and seeing Dustin sing or scream at the top of his lung for the 3456 times. And that&rsquo;s why when I see some of these stills and the 004 teaser reusing that tone and aesthetic (which seriously doesn&rsquo;t fit with these characters) I fear for the story of certain characters which desperately need to move forward. Especially when they&rsquo;re trapped with the character that gets overbearing story-wise and for not a lot of results or interesting elements in the end.</b></p><p><b>That&rsquo;s it. I&rsquo;m out, just wanted to throw some thoughts out there on why I loved this so I could explain why I don&rsquo;t like the rest and why I haven&rsquo;t liked it.</b></p></blockquote>
<p>If I had to hazard a guess, I’d say they’re dressed this way intentionally in order to get Victor to talk.</p><p>Depending on how traumatized Creel is, there could be regression as a symptom or a possible means of treatment. He may have regressed in a dissociative manner to a time before the trauma or his treatment team may be attempting to get him to regress back as a way to help him explore what happened. In either case, having staff and visitors dress in a manner fitting the late 50s would potentially assist with his treatment.</p><p>It may also explain photos of Peter Ballard in an more old-fashioned mental hospital uniform. If he’s involved with Victor’s treatment, then he may need to look the part.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spookywitchnerd24.tumblr.com/post/679549333206663168/man-imagine-if-they-are-skating-together-they-have">spookywitchnerd24</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/melody96/679538802661949440">melody96</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="850" data-orig-width="1600"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/aa0e7f9e3d318988f6bf6502c424d0ec/a1afd0e737bf6a81-6a/s640x960/52365e5718f1d3deeae229f1e848ffb49ca5074d.jpg" data-orig-height="850" data-orig-width="1600"/></figure></div><p>Someone said something really interesting&hellip;</p><p> Soooo, the leaks said that this was a Mileven date (apparently false). Now that they showed Will will be there too&hellip;&hellip;..where are him and Mike when El has her Carrie moment in the teaser?  👀👀</p></blockquote><p>man imagine if they are skating together they have a moment and then it abruptly gets interrupted due to them realizing el is in trouble </p></blockquote>
<p>We don’t necessarily know that El has a Carrie moment here, but the facial expressions do back it up somewhat. Mike and Will look horrified, but El is more confused. It wouldn’t take much to touch up the photo to remove any blood from her nose.</p><p>Actually, Mike and Will’s expressions are quite similar to this:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="315" data-orig-width="648"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7eb20755f4240e08be14639d50574e77/2b080cd94124b36f-94/s640x960/267f958577af249b158b45a825b1336d916a5109.jpg" data-orig-height="315" data-orig-width="648"/></figure></div><p>Let’s face it. This will have been a very tough couple of days for our boys.</p>
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<p>Are you f-ing kidding me? Are they really taunting us now?</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "0df8c99ec6dcfdaf49bef90419ad9fef7a44b84d.jpg"

Post id: 679533648430628864
Date: 2022-03-23 16:43:07 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/679533648430628864
Slug: considering-theyre-trying-to-sneak-into-russia
Reblog key: twxeDCA0
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangercleric/679529290667311104
Reblog name: strangercleric
Title: 
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<p>Considering they&rsquo;re trying to sneak into Russia, I&rsquo;d say a controlled crash is one of the best things they can expect. They&rsquo;d probably have to fly somewhat low just to avoid radar detection. That&rsquo;s dangerous in and of itself.</p>
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<p>I&rsquo;d guess it&rsquo;s whatever leads to El being apprehended. It&rsquo;s worth noting that these are not the clothes we see them in when the Pizza Party leaves. This scene might kick off the whole &ldquo;oh shit, something weird is happening again&rdquo; arc for this crew.</p><p>It&rsquo;s nice to see that the three are together at the rink. I think some earlier &ldquo;leaks&rdquo; had Mike and El there without any mention of Will. If Mike heads there right after school gets out for Spring Break, then it&rsquo;s possible this scene takes place on Will&rsquo;s birthday.</p>
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<p>They appear to be using fake names. More undercover shenanigans by our intrepid investigative reporter.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangercleric/679523123842940928">strangercleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangercleric/679522207761891328">strangercleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Okay okay that&rsquo;s a rainbow behind Mike in that poster, cool normal&hellip; kinda idk ✨gay✨ if you ask me, but cool.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="346" data-orig-width="345"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/58a1509dfa5175dbaaaccafeab3ace3f/0a1a8546f5f494ff-2f/s640x960/253c14c08e33bb924a8cdc36d20ca152d5747e35.jpg" data-orig-height="346" data-orig-width="345"/></figure></div></blockquote><p>I found the poster and look&hellip;a frog 🐸</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1032" data-orig-width="694"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/55ff67fa52ce9962b5db74b4e6450516/a0a28caef665fab7-d1/s640x960/4ba1a36aef1d3440adce923763b7ee85efad6ab5.jpg" data-orig-height="1032" data-orig-width="694"/></figure></div><p>sorry this made me laugh lol</p></blockquote>
<p>They couldn&rsquo;t be anymore blatant here. The Muppet Movie gave us the well-known song <i>Rainbow Connection</i>, sung by Kermit the <b>Frog</b>.</p><p>Having Mike standing in front of that poster is just taunting us. </p>
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Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>This is just a harsh reminder to the fandom that as much as we wish him a Happy Birthday, there&rsquo;s a good chance he doesn&rsquo;t have one in 1986.</p><p>He may well find himself shoved into the background again, despite that being his character arc last season. If Mike really has had a realization of his own, he could respond to it by pushing back against it hard. I&rsquo;d hate to see an even harsher rehash of their season 3 dynamic, but it&rsquo;s a realistic reaction for a kid in the mid 80s.</p><p>El might require extra attention, leaving little for Will. Jonathan may be too busy with his job and new best friend.</p><p>Joyce might disappear to find Hopper on or before his birthday, too. This kid just can&rsquo;t catch a break, and it could leave him feeling like an outsider in his own family.</p><p>Then there&rsquo;s the possibility that his dad shows up&hellip;</p><p>Happy birthday, Will. Stay strong.</p>
Tags: byler, stranger things 4, will byers

Post id: 679369763698425856
Date: 2022-03-21 21:18:14 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/679369763698425856
Slug: so-i-see-we-got-wills-little-video-today-thats
Reblog key: 93YFVQ8Y
Reblog url: 
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Body: <p>So I see we got Will&rsquo;s little video today. That&rsquo;s a little odd considering that his birthday is tomorrow.</p><p>Seems to me that tomorrow would have been a perfect time to post that.</p><p>Unless they have something bigger ready to go tomorrow.</p>
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Body: <p>It’s available for preorder!</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="700" data-orig-width="466"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/46b14f2da52605091dcabef869ffef98/bdf789c0acf3bda5-9f/s540x810/7c486fc9441f13108f5ab6b7400093340679d85a.jpg" data-orig-height="700" data-orig-width="466"/></figure>
Tags: stranger things, will byers, funko pop
Downloaded files: "7c486fc9441f13108f5ab6b7400093340679d85a.jpg"

Post id: 679089605561188352
Date: 2022-03-18 19:05:15 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/679089605561188352
Slug: i-keep-saying-to-you-guys-that-these-social-media
Reblog key: AkoHG3E7
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/isthatpotatosaladyolisten-deact/679088177263362048
Reblog name: isthatpotatosaladyolisten-deact
Title: 
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<p>I keep saying to you guys that these social media accounts aren’t giving out any hints. It’s all just hype. All they want is likes, replies, and shares so that more and more people get amped up for the new season.</p>
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Body: <p>We&rsquo;re a week away from finding out if I&rsquo;m right about the trailer release.</p>
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Body: <p>Crazy thought I had when driving to work this morning:</p><p>What if Joyce is part of the Lenora Hills PD now? It&rsquo;s rather unlikely since she doesn&rsquo;t have police training, but I was thinking about Hopper calling her Detective Byers and asking her to come work with him. I thought that could be a bit of foreshadowing. </p><p>It would explain the rather nice house they have. If she were working a similar job to the one she had in Hawkins, she likely would have a similarly small home. It could also help explain the guy in the Byers house shooting at the military. He might be Joyce&rsquo;s partner or other coworker. It could also explain why she was upset, but compliant, in the police van before it gets intercepted. She might know the officers and feel more comfortable with them.</p><p>Perhaps Owens could have pulled some strings to get her in there? </p>
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<p>I think they’re just panicking and arguing over what to do about the police/military. I’d wager it happens after El is “arrested.” Jonathan might be blaming Mike for it, but it’s also likely that Mike and Will are planning to get her back, leaving Jonathan to have a moment like Steve did in season 2 where he tries to keep them from doing something dangerous. Remember that the cop/agent is in the house, too. He might have something to do with why they’re all in Will’s room. “Excuse me, sir, I have to go yell at my brother and his, cough, ‘friend’ for being stupid. I promise we aren’t going to try to run.”</p><p>Of course, then the military breaks down the window and invades the house.</p>
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<p>I’d support the symphonic version being used.</p>
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<p>I&rsquo;d be shocked if Billy isn&rsquo;t somehow connected to that thing. </p>
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Body: <p>Am I annoyed that Will is apparently being treated as a third wheel? Yes. It was a major part of his story arc last season.</p><p>Am I giving up? No.</p><p>There&rsquo;s no way they&rsquo;d do this if it wasn&rsquo;t building to something. Noah Schnapp wouldn&rsquo;t be excited about the season if his character was just doing the same stuff as last time. It wouldn&rsquo;t be a good story if Will&rsquo;s role was just to be a gay boy doomed to be sad and rejected.</p><p>Something is being set up here, as sad as it is. Will is probably going to get mad again, and it might be particularly ugly this time. He and Mike can be seen <i><b>not</b></i> sitting/standing near each other in much of what we see.</p><p>So, I&rsquo;m not surprised, even if it is disappointing. I saw this coming for a while. Mike isn&rsquo;t going to embrace, or even accept, that he isn&rsquo;t straight anytime soon. That&rsquo;s a journey. We don&rsquo;t get to see Will&rsquo;s since it&rsquo;s always been an informed attribute. We&rsquo;ll see the journey from Mike, instead. When he sees El with short hair, it might be a significant moment of that journey.</p><p>I just hope the payoff is worth it.</p>
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Body: <p>Reactions to the trailer:</p><p>Max suggests everyone is really just going through the motions. </p><p>Max seems like she&rsquo;s at the center of the Hawkins story.</p><p>Those agents seem to indeed be Owens&rsquo; men.</p><p>Will is quite literally in the background (again). I can&rsquo;t say I&rsquo;m pleased with this, but maybe it&rsquo;s intentional.</p><p>A little tease of Steve and Nancy? Probably a misdirection, but I think she will appreciate this new Steve and possibly be tempted.</p><p>The prisoners are being fed to the Demogorgon, gladiator-style. Hopper probably becomes a champion due to his history with this sort of thing.</p><p>El indeed looks like she was responsible for the Massacre at Hawkins Lab.</p><p>The new monster, which seemed almost chained up, has an apparent interest in Max specifically. Is it maybe merged with Billy&rsquo;s consciousness?</p><p>It looks like they are recycling Mike and Will&rsquo;s season 3 storyline. El is as prominent as ever, if not moreso. I hope it&rsquo;s just a case of Never Trust a Trailer.</p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/681316905257172992/the-upside-down-every-hour-on-the-hour" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://sollody.tumblr.com/post/681308292913496064/the-upside-down-every-hour-on-the-hour" class="tumblr_blog">sollody</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="http://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/681276118795419648">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote>
<p>Here is a compiled list of scenes showing at the top of each hour during the Creel Clock Livestream. Times will be listed in Creel Clock Time (Pacific Time). I will try to update this as we go as best I can.</p><p>8:00 AM: Hawkins Lab techs go down the elevator into areas infested by the Upside Down.</p><p>9:00 AM: Scientists investigate the infested area. “This is where it came from?”</p><p>10:00 AM: Barb is attacked in the Upside Down version of the pool.</p><p>11:00 AM: The Demogorgon tries to attack Joyce from through the wall.</p><p>12:00 Noon: El finds Will in Castle Byers through the void and begs him to hang on for a little while longer.</p><p>1:00 PM: (Code Red: Trailer Tomorrow 7AM PT/10 AM ET) Hopper and Joyce in the Upside Down to find Will.</p><p>2:00 PM: El kills the Demogorgon at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>3:00 PM: Will sees the Mindflayer at the arcade. Mike calls out to Will.</p><p>4:00 PM: El escapes the Upside Down through the portal at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>5:00 PM: The Mindflayer’s mist form forces itself into Will at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>6:00 PM: Hopper investigates the tunnels.</p><p>7:00 PM: The demodogs roar in front of The Gate.<br/></p>
</blockquote>
<p><b>T minus 11<small>h</small></b><small> (8:00 PM)</small> - <i>Eleven closes the gate.</i></p><p><b>T minus 10<small>h </small></b><small>(9:00 PM)</small> - <i>The Mindflayer looms over Hawkins Middle. </i>(aka the very last scene//Season two)</p><p><b>T minus 09<small>h</small></b> <small>(10:00 PM)</small> - <i>The Russian scientists try to open the gate.</i> (aka the very first scene//Season three)</p><p><b>T minus 08<small>h</small></b> <small>(11:00 PM) </small>- <i>Billy spots his “doppelganger”/alter/fragment in the Upside Down.</i></p></blockquote>
<p>Ah, many thanks! I’m sick, so my sore throat woke me up a bit early, so here’s some more:</p><p>12:00 Midnight: (”Season 4 Trailer Transmission Underway”) Billy is in the shower at the pool in agony.</p><p>1:00 AM: The flesh monster attacks the hospital.</p><p>2:00 AM: El is surrounded by red Upside Down turbulence.</p><p>3:00 AM: Billy stops the monster from attacking El in the mall.</p><p>4:00 AM: Lucas attacks the monster with fireworks.</p></blockquote>
<p>5:00 AM: (S4 Trailer Transmission Underway) The Demogorgon enters the cell the Russian prisoner was thrown into.</p></blockquote>


<p>6:00 AM: Huh, it was the clock in the Creel House, just like that Ask said. How did you know that before now?</p>
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Body: <p>I suppose it&rsquo;s worth wondering:</p><p>How will Mike react when he sees El with short hair again?</p>
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<p>Here is a compiled list of scenes showing at the top of each hour during the Creel Clock Livestream. Times will be listed in Creel Clock Time (Pacific Time). I will try to update this as we go as best I can.</p><p>8:00 AM: Hawkins Lab techs go down the elevator into areas infested by the Upside Down.</p><p>9:00 AM: Scientists investigate the infested area. “This is where it came from?”</p><p>10:00 AM: Barb is attacked in the Upside Down version of the pool.</p><p>11:00 AM: The Demogorgon tries to attack Joyce from through the wall.</p><p>12:00 Noon: El finds Will in Castle Byers through the void and begs him to hang on for a little while longer.</p><p>1:00 PM: (Code Red: Trailer Tomorrow 7AM PT/10 AM ET) Hopper and Joyce in the Upside Down to find Will.</p><p>2:00 PM: El kills the Demogorgon at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>3:00 PM: Will sees the Mindflayer at the arcade. Mike calls out to Will.</p><p>4:00 PM: El escapes the Upside Down through the portal at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>5:00 PM: The Mindflayer’s mist form forces itself into Will at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>6:00 PM: Hopper investigates the tunnels.</p><p>7:00 PM: The demodogs roar in front of The Gate.<br/></p>
</blockquote>
<p><b>T minus 11<small>h</small></b><small> (8:00 PM)</small> - <i>Eleven closes the gate.</i></p><p><b>T minus 10<small>h </small></b><small>(9:00 PM)</small> - <i>The Mindflayer looms over Hawkins Middle. </i>(aka the very last scene//Season two)</p><p><b>T minus 09<small>h</small></b> <small>(10:00 PM)</small> - <i>The Russian scientists try to open the gate.</i> (aka the very first scene//Season three)</p><p><b>T minus 08<small>h</small></b> <small>(11:00 PM) </small>- <i>Billy spots his “doppelganger”/alter/fragment in the Upside Down.</i></p></blockquote>
<p>Ah, many thanks! I’m sick, so my sore throat woke me up a bit early, so here’s some more:</p><p>12:00 Midnight: (”Season 4 Trailer Transmission Underway”) Billy is in the shower at the pool in agony.</p><p>1:00 AM: The flesh monster attacks the hospital.</p><p>2:00 AM: El is surrounded by red Upside Down turbulence.</p><p>3:00 AM: Billy stops the monster from attacking El in the mall.</p><p>4:00 AM: Lucas attacks the monster with fireworks.</p></blockquote>
<p>5:00 AM: (S4 Trailer Transmission Underway) The Demogorgon enters the cell the Russian prisoner was thrown into.</p></blockquote>
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<p>Here is a compiled list of scenes showing at the top of each hour during the Creel Clock Livestream. Times will be listed in Creel Clock Time (Pacific Time). I will try to update this as we go as best I can.</p><p>8:00 AM: Hawkins Lab techs go down the elevator into areas infested by the Upside Down.</p><p>9:00 AM: Scientists investigate the infested area. “This is where it came from?”</p><p>10:00 AM: Barb is attacked in the Upside Down version of the pool.</p><p>11:00 AM: The Demogorgon tries to attack Joyce from through the wall.</p><p>12:00 Noon: El finds Will in Castle Byers through the void and begs him to hang on for a little while longer.</p><p>1:00 PM: (Code Red: Trailer Tomorrow 7AM PT/10 AM ET) Hopper and Joyce in the Upside Down to find Will.</p><p>2:00 PM: El kills the Demogorgon at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>3:00 PM: Will sees the Mindflayer at the arcade. Mike calls out to Will.</p><p>4:00 PM: El escapes the Upside Down through the portal at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>5:00 PM: The Mindflayer’s mist form forces itself into Will at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>6:00 PM: Hopper investigates the tunnels.</p><p>7:00 PM: The demodogs roar in front of The Gate.<br/></p>
</blockquote>
<p><b>T minus 11<small>h</small></b><small> (8:00 PM)</small> - <i>Eleven closes the gate.</i></p><p><b>T minus 10<small>h </small></b><small>(9:00 PM)</small> - <i>The Mindflayer looms over Hawkins Middle. </i>(aka the very last scene//Season two)</p><p><b>T minus 09<small>h</small></b> <small>(10:00 PM)</small> - <i>The Russian scientists try to open the gate.</i> (aka the very first scene//Season three)</p><p><b>T minus 08<small>h</small></b> <small>(11:00 PM) </small>- <i>Billy spots his “doppelganger”/alter/fragment in the Upside Down.</i></p></blockquote>
<p>Ah, many thanks! I’m sick, so my sore throat woke me up a bit early, so here’s some more:</p><p>12:00 Midnight: (”Season 4 Trailer Transmission Underway”) Billy is in the shower at the pool in agony.</p><p>1:00 AM: The flesh monster attacks the hospital.</p><p>2:00 AM: El is surrounded by red Upside Down turbulence.</p><p>3:00 AM: Billy stops the monster from attacking El in the mall.</p><p>4:00 AM: Lucas attacks the monster with fireworks.</p></blockquote>
<p>5:00 AM: (S4 Trailer Transmission Underway) The Demogorgon enters the cell the Russian prisoner was thrown into.</p>
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<p>Here is a compiled list of scenes showing at the top of each hour during the Creel Clock Livestream. Times will be listed in Creel Clock Time (Pacific Time). I will try to update this as we go as best I can.</p><p>8:00 AM: Hawkins Lab techs go down the elevator into areas infested by the Upside Down.</p><p>9:00 AM: Scientists investigate the infested area. “This is where it came from?”</p><p>10:00 AM: Barb is attacked in the Upside Down version of the pool.</p><p>11:00 AM: The Demogorgon tries to attack Joyce from through the wall.</p><p>12:00 Noon: El finds Will in Castle Byers through the void and begs him to hang on for a little while longer.</p><p>1:00 PM: (Code Red: Trailer Tomorrow 7AM PT/10 AM ET) Hopper and Joyce in the Upside Down to find Will.</p><p>2:00 PM: El kills the Demogorgon at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>3:00 PM: Will sees the Mindflayer at the arcade. Mike calls out to Will.</p><p>4:00 PM: El escapes the Upside Down through the portal at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>5:00 PM: The Mindflayer’s mist form forces itself into Will at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>6:00 PM: Hopper investigates the tunnels.</p><p>7:00 PM: The demodogs roar in front of The Gate.<br/></p>
</blockquote>
<p><b>T minus 11<small>h</small></b><small> (8:00 PM)</small> - <i>Eleven closes the gate.</i></p><p><b>T minus 10<small>h </small></b><small>(9:00 PM)</small> - <i>The Mindflayer looms over Hawkins Middle. </i>(aka the very last scene//Season two)</p><p><b>T minus 09<small>h</small></b> <small>(10:00 PM)</small> - <i>The Russian scientists try to open the gate.</i> (aka the very first scene//Season three)</p><p><b>T minus 08<small>h</small></b> <small>(11:00 PM) </small>- <i>Billy spots his “doppelganger”/alter/fragment in the Upside Down.</i></p></blockquote>
<p>Ah, many thanks! I’m sick, so my sore throat woke me up a bit early, so here’s some more:<br/></p><p>12:00 Midnight: (”Season 4 Trailer Transmission Underway”) Billy is in the shower at the pool in agony.</p><p>1:00 AM: The flesh monster attacks the hospital.</p><p>2:00 AM: El is surrounded by red Upside Down turbulence.</p><p>3:00 AM: Billy stops the monster from attacking El in the mall.</p><p>T minus 04h now. We’ll see if I can add anymore once I’m at work.</p></blockquote>
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<p>Here is a compiled list of scenes showing at the top of each hour during the Creel Clock Livestream. Times will be listed in Creel Clock Time (Pacific Time). I will try to update this as we go as best I can.</p><p>8:00 AM: Hawkins Lab techs go down the elevator into areas infested by the Upside Down.</p><p>9:00 AM: Scientists investigate the infested area. “This is where it came from?”</p><p>10:00 AM: Barb is attacked in the Upside Down version of the pool.</p><p>11:00 AM: The Demogorgon tries to attack Joyce from through the wall.</p><p>12:00 Noon: El finds Will in Castle Byers through the void and begs him to hang on for a little while longer.</p><p>1:00 PM: (Code Red: Trailer Tomorrow 7AM PT/10 AM ET) Hopper and Joyce in the Upside Down to find Will.</p><p>2:00 PM: El kills the Demogorgon at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>3:00 PM: Will sees the Mindflayer at the arcade. Mike calls out to Will.</p><p>4:00 PM: El escapes the Upside Down through the portal at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>5:00 PM: The Mindflayer’s mist form forces itself into Will at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>6:00 PM: Hopper investigates the tunnels.</p><p>7:00 PM: The demodogs roar in front of The Gate.<br/></p>
</blockquote>
<p><b>T minus 11<small>h</small></b><small> (8:00 PM)</small> - <i>Eleven closes the gate.</i></p><p><b>T minus 10<small>h </small></b><small>(9:00 PM)</small> - <i>The Mindflayer looms over Hawkins Middle. </i>(aka the very last scene//Season two)</p><p><b>T minus 09<small>h</small></b> <small>(10:00 PM)</small> - <i>The Russian scientists try to open the gate.</i> (aka the very first scene//Season three)</p><p><b>T minus 08<small>h</small></b> <small>(11:00 PM) </small>- <i>Billy spots his “doppelganger”/alter/fragment in the Upside Down.</i></p></blockquote>
<p>Ah, many thanks! I’m sick, so my sore throat woke me up a bit early, so here’s some more:</p><p>12:00 Midnight: (”Season 4 Trailer Transmission Underway”) Billy is in the shower at the pool in agony.</p><p>1:00 AM: The flesh monster attacks the hospital.</p><p>2:00 AM: El is surrounded by red Upside Down turbulence.</p><p>3:00 AM: Billy stops the monster from attacking El in the mall.</p><p>4:00 AM: Lucas attacks the monster with fireworks.</p>
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<p>

That’ll be it for a while since I have to go to bed. I will update it when I can tomorrow.

<br/></p>
Tags: 

Post id: 681286437589680128
Date: 2022-04-12 01:02:57 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681286437589680128
Slug: the-upside-down-every-hour-on-the-hour
Reblog key: Rp0V1Msx
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681276118795419648
Reblog name: hawkinsschoolcounselor
Title: The Upside Down, Every Hour on the Hour
Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/681276118795419648/the-upside-down-every-hour-on-the-hour" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Here is a compiled list of scenes showing at the top of each hour during the Creel Clock Livestream. Times will be listed in Creel Clock Time (Pacific Time). I will try to update this as we go as best I can.</p><p>8:00 AM: Hawkins Lab techs go down the elevator into areas infested by the Upside Down.</p><p>9:00 AM: Scientists investigate the infested area. “This is where it came from?”</p><p>10:00 AM: Barb is attacked in the Upside Down version of the pool.</p><p>11:00 AM: The Demogorgon tries to attack Joyce from through the wall.</p><p>12:00 Noon: El finds Will in Castle Byers through the void and begs him to hang on for a little while longer.</p><p>1:00 PM: (Code Red: Trailer Tomorrow 7AM PT/10 AM ET) Hopper and Joyce in the Upside Down to find Will.</p><p>2:00 PM: El kills the Demogorgon at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>3:00 PM: Will sees the Mindflayer at the arcade. Mike calls out to Will.</p><p>4:00 PM: El escapes the Upside Down through the portal at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>5:00 PM: The Mindflayer’s mist form forces itself into Will at Hawkins Middle School.</p><p>6:00 PM: Hopper investigates the tunnels.</p></blockquote>
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<p>It was indeed Barb.</p><p>The clock face does occasionally get all glitchy. It&rsquo;s not just the hands moving, though. The entire face changes, as the Roman numeral markings seem to change position, too.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 676474350191443968
Date: 2022-02-17 22:16:53 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/676474350191443968
Slug: 1500-followers
Reblog key: dGpZqU9I
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <h1>1500 Followers!</h1><p>Whoa, what a wild ride this has been. I don&rsquo;t even care that probably 90% are bots or abandoned accounts. This is still a big number. It means so much to me that so many of you have valued my thoughts enough to follow me over the past two and a half years.</p><p>I guess it&rsquo;s time for another Hawkinsschoolcounselor Ask Me Anything!</p><p>So, go for it, valued followers. Ask me whatever you want. It can be Stranger Things, Cobra Kai, gaming, psychological, personal, whatever your mind comes out with. I&rsquo;ll answer almost anything short of my social security or credit card numbers.</p>
Tags: follower milestone, 1500 followers

Post id: 676460683783766016
Date: 2022-02-17 18:39:40 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/676460683783766016
Slug: so-i-had-a-sudden-thought-when-looking-at-this
Reblog key: fVA6VVxx
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>So, I had a sudden thought when looking at this poster.</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/27abec1b50f915773baf46b41da61c6e/76cbb5ef3e931da1-e3/s640x960/c062e4e4337bfae6fbb22da29a70936fdc77a814.jpg" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>After the initial observation that Mike and Will are focused on each other, I started examining other things. I took notice of the sleeves on Jonathan&rsquo;s shirt. I felt like I saw that baggy, shirtsleeved look somewhere before. Then it hit me.</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/adef1c81e87bca79b10f2c6390836496/76cbb5ef3e931da1-f8/s640x960/f365f8250d0fba3d805cd2495d9975b07e492881.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure></div><p>Yeah, the hair doesn&rsquo;t look quite right, but that could be due to the lighting. I&rsquo;m wondering if Jonathan takes Lonnie&rsquo;s car out and wrecks it (quite possibly on purpose).</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/676456408554897408">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Well the hiatus between the 1st and 2nd half of s4 could be seen as very good. Besides getting essentially 2 seasons in 1. </p><p>  I know they&rsquo;ll be so much worth analysing. Which is always a blast to do. And it&rsquo;ll make the wait between seem smaller.</p><p>I think they&rsquo;ll be plenty of content that we will analyse , that will keep us busy,before part 2. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/62f9a23e16ac147986942078d5c67578/d2559dea49a8485c-ef/s640x960/68c21cd8ff015b57765e58bf117723d45fe17180.jpg" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/302ee97e884c661d6dff34a17e4fcf99/d2559dea49a8485c-34/s640x960/47cf33990f94475bcb4c5bc79c4b44526fb73917.jpg" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/96e878fc86e727c48bab3f26f965ad58/d2559dea49a8485c-af/s640x960/c6a9e9cda72282704dcefb9339cb184901144364.jpg" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/27abec1b50f915773baf46b41da61c6e/d2559dea49a8485c-13/s640x960/34e000a4af28638c16658c0590966c30115d7ec9.jpg" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>Some observations:</p><p>The Russian base/prison seems abandoned. I suspect it suffers a similar fate to the Lab when both the Demogorgon and demodogs broke free.</p><p>Character formations seem significant. Hopper is leading the way, with Joyce and Murray behind him. Jonathan is leading in California. Nancy and Robin seem to be leading in Hawkins. The Hawkins group also seems to be circled around Dustin. El, sadly, is alone.</p><p>Characters facing other characters. Most of the characters are facing forward towards the rifts. Exceptions include Robin and Nancy, who are looking at each other. Steve, who seems to be looking at Dustin. Lucas is looking at Max, who is <i><b>not</b></i> looking back at him, but behind her. Hopper is looking back at Joyce, who seems to be looking at him. Mike and Will are looking at each other.</p><p>What does this mean? I don&rsquo;t know. It may suggest plot points, though, as it did on the season 3 poster. There we saw El and Will looking back towards the viewer, which seemed to be indicating them being the only ones to sense what&rsquo;s going on. Mike was staring at El because he was overly obsessed with her. Everyone else, I believe, was watching the fireworks.</p><p>What I think this <i>could</i> mean is this:</p><p>Dustin is in the middle because it was all his idea, but Nancy and Robin take charge. Steve looking at Dustin could indicate his concern that he&rsquo;s going to get himself hurt. Lucas and Max could be suggesting that they are not on the same page, and Max, being the only one looking back at the viewer, is preoccupied with something unique to her (most likely grief related to Billy).</p><p>Hopper looking back at Joyce could show his concern about her being there, with her defiantly looking back. Neither one is willing to leave the other in danger. </p><p>El being alone indicates her needing to do this on her own. We know she meets up with the Pizza Party at some point, but she&rsquo;s alone to deal with her past until then.</p><p>Finally, Mike and Will. Do I really need to say it? Something&rsquo;s wrong, and they&rsquo;re focused on each other.</p>
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<p>It was always the most obvious answer. What remains to be seen is if she&rsquo;s also the one in front of the burning car.</p>
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<p>Ha, I never even noticed the extra o. </p><p>I fear we’re beyond the point where a March release would be viable, as neat as it would be to fake us out. Netflix would never allow such an important part of its lineup launch without considerable marketing in the weeks leading into it.</p><p>Still, it’s bugging me that the actors are shouldering so much of the hype burden right now. It’s either a very curious, but intentional, decision, or the actors are just trying to avoid being swarmed by angry fans.</p>
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Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/676252741733105664
Slug: i-feel-like-65-of-the-marketing-for-season-4-is
Reblog key: kPaUBrDg
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/willsnotgaymyass/676224056561893376
Reblog name: willsnotgaymyass
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/willsnotgaymyass/676224056561893376">willsnotgaymyass</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1600" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/74266bc5e44a5785a5f86db13bcf02c0/ff5fe9220154d814-4b/s640x960/a91c0af74e2119e653a46cf79d7bf212d4afa52d.png" data-orig-height="1600" data-orig-width="720"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1600" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5739837a157348d1ebe8ca5c22c750ec/ff5fe9220154d814-70/s640x960/c54267d13bc7c6f2d2b835d7e452af21344e5ebe.png" data-orig-height="1600" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>&ldquo; when. is. soon?. &rdquo; </p><p>- el hopper </p></blockquote>
<p>I feel like 65% of the marketing for season 4 is being done by the actors. They deserve extra pay for this.</p>
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Reblog key: fPNODIm9
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/mike-wheeler-faggotry/676210408421572608
Reblog name: mike-wheeler-faggotry
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://that-prick-mike-wheeler.tumblr.com/post/676210408421572608/what-does-this-mean-what-are-they-doing" class="tumblr_blog">that-prick-mike-wheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://the-one-and-only-asha.tumblr.com/post/676210114165981184/what-does-this-mean-what-are-they-doing" class="tumblr_blog">the-one-and-only-asha</a>:</p>

<blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="381" data-orig-width="393"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/180b4f9641f0986f0d42faa11b03a415/62faa5c63b0e3131-e6/s540x810/1a91460bed6ff313b15be2f950f4d0b2bb54a27a.png" data-orig-height="381" data-orig-width="393"/></figure><p>what does this mean. what are they doing.</p></blockquote>


<p>omg are they gonna release the 4th trailer?</p></blockquote>
<p>The California teaser from Stranger Things Day was 004. It’s said that for a while now.</p><p>There shouldn’t be anymore teasers since they’ve reached 004/004. All that should be left is a final trailer, and perhaps a separate release date announcement.</p>
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Slug: i-made-myself-pasta-bolognese-tonight-i-shared
Reblog key: N7buQfwy
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I made myself pasta bolognese tonight. (I shared with my roommate). It was f-ing delicious.</p><p>Happy Singles Awareness Day!</p>
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Slug: sorry-ive-just-never-been-a-fan
Reblog key: hNQPwiVC
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/98ac69fd833681bd4ca03ebac4464852/b62f241edcd962e9-70/s540x810/061e26a67f3ae9fb10dd834f4b26bfa90bfa3d32.gif" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480"/></figure><p>Sorry, I’ve just never been a fan. </p>
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Slug: hm-to-me-this-is-more-the-makers-of-the-game
Reblog key: aIAI3sLr
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/676106146711584768
Reblog name: 0aurelion-sol0
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/676106146711584768">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://strangercoco.tumblr.com/post/676105684598816768">strangercoco</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Well, this is interesting&hellip;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="996"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/dab8e07a1f6e9ed4c3aba7ea775df537/0c7a33ec6e629c5f-39/s640x960/fa354e252115938e694474c828c549b17039f5af.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="996"/></figure></div><p>The ST Puzzle Tales game Insta posted this today&hellip; hmmmm..</p></blockquote><p><b>ALWAYS THEM!</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="386" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f4a84597f9aa90df9cfdce13c765c40e/8e340602918696ce-63/s640x960/ead44fd38806eb2270ec94863971bf322dc703f9.jpg" data-orig-height="386" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p><b>IT&rsquo;S ALWAYS THEM! I TOLD Y'ALL! 😭</b></p><p><b>And they&rsquo;re referencing season 1 again&hellip; 🤔 What the hell is up with that ?</b></p><p><b>BUT YES, I TOLD Y'ALL AND NO ONE BELIEVED ME OR DOUBTED ME! THEY ARE AWARE!</b></p><p><b>More seriously, this game, Noah and Matthew are the spoiler trinity. F*ck the leaks, ask them they&rsquo;ll give you everything.</b></p><p><b>But let&rsquo;s wait still, we know how it turns out when we get too excited. (And I know it&rsquo;s obvious they would choose something like that given the marketing and how marketing works but let me have my hour of glory or hours (?) of glory, OKAY ?!)</b></p></blockquote>
<p>Hm, to me this is more the makers of the game trying to get some residual hype from the Super Bowl. The 1983 part is interesting, though. Doesn’t the game take place later than that?</p>
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Slug: psa-super-bowl-lvi-starts-at-630pm-et
Reblog key: eYKs6RUZ
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>PSA: Super Bowl LVI starts at 6:30PM ET. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b8d181be97e432c96aec06691e470c46/87e607b16ef0f0f7-03/s540x810/5cf3a169cf1105a310f5b1aec1fa21d690fe9fa2.jpg" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="640"/></figure>
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Post id: 676020631576379392
Date: 2022-02-12 22:05:13 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/676020631576379392
Slug: thats-a-nice-little-detail-that-i-missed-it
Reblog key: 7ASuisN2
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/676018749759979520
Reblog name: 0aurelion-sol0
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/676018749759979520">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/676017055530696704">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA">@0aurelion-sol0</a> ! You&rsquo;ll surely appreciate this one too!</p><h2>Illustrator Kyle Lambert just posted this<i> today</i>.</h2><p><small><a href="https://href.li/?https://twitter.com/kylelambert/status/1492583455044952067?t=9sBr_VgedkWOABXLYm0vKw&amp;s=19">Link to the original Tweet</a></small></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9a27cef638e60a078ddc94ae66736dbc/cc5e7a25854d2798-e1/s640x960/c0563d5b75a2244af6252193ce5cc8ed40793d57.png" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><h2>Are we turning back the clock?</h2><h2>Are we going back to where things started to take a fresh look at what happened and what has been <i>truly</i> going on? 🙃</h2><h2>Is there a reason many people involved in the show have been referencing season 1 lately?</h2><h2>I think that there is.</h2></blockquote><h2><b>There&rsquo;s also something suspish happening in the poster. </b></h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="580" data-orig-width="263"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/28717485d9415e534d47ffe669e04bda/a11ebe3f896d08fa-c2/s640x960/d7a15cca76f9e0e1b123d8b3f7e04c3b96e6b0de.jpg" data-orig-height="580" data-orig-width="263"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="234" data-orig-width="114"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/151ba48036d6eae9f072e5c37ce4744e/a11ebe3f896d08fa-a0/s640x960/8d1b39cb6adf2f96dde057014a077d00d1382541.jpg" data-orig-height="234" data-orig-width="114"/></figure></div><h2><b>T</b><b>his.</b></h2><h2><b>Mike has a vine wrapped around his leg. Which is not ominous at all&hellip;</b></h2><h2><b>There&rsquo;s also this.</b></h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1747" data-orig-width="1440"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a322dc9c9f45605c0028499ae765ced0/a11ebe3f896d08fa-05/s640x960/5a817b9efff5476a4855b0cbdebf187965a5c716.jpg" data-orig-height="1747" data-orig-width="1440"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1809" data-orig-width="1440"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7abd814417f0cced285704fe4f7ae8f1/a11ebe3f896d08fa-b7/s640x960/f90de333f8bef2314e8303cab688bdef681b8272.jpg" data-orig-height="1809" data-orig-width="1440"/></figure></div><h2>🤨🤔😬 <b>Why is it different for Finn ? I don&rsquo;t realky have any specific idea right now.</b></h2></blockquote>
<p>That’s a nice little detail that I missed. It doesn’t look like there’s anything going on with Dustin or Lucas, just Mike.</p><p>The Mindflayer targeting past Mike would be a pretty good idea. He was the one who insisted El help them search for Will, eventually leading to her defeating it, and he’s the one who seemed to have the greatest effect on breaking through to possessed Will, loosening its foothold in the real world. </p><p>Imagine it somehow managing to either flay Mike or replacing him with a thrall double. The entire course of events of season 1 could be completely upended.</p>
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Post id: 676018692389240832
Date: 2022-02-12 21:34:24 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/676018692389240832
Slug: it-does-seem-a-bit-conspicuous-for-him-to-post
Reblog key: 7ASuisN2
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/676017055530696704
Reblog name: strangertheory
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/676017055530696704">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA">@0aurelion-sol0</a> ! You&rsquo;ll surely appreciate this one too!</p><h2>Illustrator Kyle Lambert just posted this<i> today</i>.</h2><p><small><a href="https://href.li/?https://twitter.com/kylelambert/status/1492583455044952067?t=9sBr_VgedkWOABXLYm0vKw&amp;s=19">Link to the original Tweet</a></small></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9a27cef638e60a078ddc94ae66736dbc/cc5e7a25854d2798-e1/s640x960/c0563d5b75a2244af6252193ce5cc8ed40793d57.png" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><h2>Are we turning back the clock?</h2><h2>Are we going back to where things started to take a fresh look at what happened and what has been <i>truly</i> going on? 🙃</h2><h2>Is there a reason many people involved in the show have been referencing season 1 lately?</h2><h2>I think that there is.</h2></blockquote>
<p>It does seem a bit conspicuous for him to post something like this out of nowhere. I’m not saying it means anything, but I’m not saying it doesn’t mean anything, either.</p><p>It’s possible, though, that this is something he was working on and just completed.</p><p>That said, I’ve been speculating that time travel could potentially be involved in season 4 somehow because of Back to the Future being featured in season 3. My original thought was that the Mindflayer could potentially manipulate time, and it would try to do so to prevent the boys from meeting up with El. This also fits in with the Russian Terminator ripoff, as Skynet sent the first Terminator back in time to prevent the Resistance from ever existing.</p><p>Without the boys harboring El and teaming with her to rescue Will, the demogorgon, and the Mindflayer, would be free to roam almost unimpeded. Will would remain trapped in the Upside Down, and El would be on her own to try to avoid being recaptured by Brenner. The two greatest threats to the Mindflayer’s plans would be taken out of the equation. </p>
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Date: 2022-02-12 16:04:11 GMT
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Slug: does-this-have-anything-to-do-with-stranger
Reblog key: nUkbCqFB
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/675994180154212352
Reblog name: strangertheory
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/675994180154212352">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Okay, you have my attention!</h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="769" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/79254deffeb878ec01e9537eaa3c7287/d91136e4d1753c23-6b/s640x960/8db12fd04b6195105a7c0289dfaa298fc94a2579.png" data-orig-height="769" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>&ldquo;And the Will to sense and see beyond what you think is even possible.&rdquo;</p><p>&ldquo;Yes, when we understand and aware of how truly powerful our thoughts are we become much more careful what we think.&rdquo;</p><p><small>Link to the o<a href="https://href.li/?https://twitter.com/MatthewModine/status/1491421760071569409?t=NLtaVSWegQjJA8Y3QkSEKQ&amp;s=19">riginal tweet</a></small></p></blockquote>
<p>Does this have anything to do with Stranger Things? Does this have anything to do with anything? I don&rsquo;t know, but he sure does, and he knows full well that fans are currently hanging on his every word. He&rsquo;s an evil man who is no doubt enjoying every minute of this.</p><p>I salute you, Matthew Modine, you magnificent bastard.</p>
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Date: 2022-02-11 22:09:20 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/675930293745631232
Slug: they-made-it-too-easy-this-time
Reblog key: VnigEU7w
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/675929395757760512
Reblog name: 0aurelion-sol0
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/675929395757760512">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><h2><b>Some very good news! That I think might make many of you happy! 🤗</b></h2><p><b>You know how much I love Stranger Things: Puzzle Tales, I think it&rsquo;s a great game based on Stranger Things. In fact the other ST games related properties have been amazing so far, so it&rsquo;s great that they are able to keep this quality for all the side stuff.</b></p><p><b>But just today, a new update appeared and with it a lot of amazing things came with it including them making the game more accesible and balanced.</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="330" data-orig-width="1440"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1afb201b899409b077d85136ed8917e6/39d198233e9a5ce0-2c/s640x960/c94ba361a60b2ae44c57a8d0721d7c35684d4d90.jpg" data-orig-height="330" data-orig-width="1440"/></figure></div><p><b>But we also had new content including two new chapters! Chapters 15 and 16 centered around Nancy and Jonathan and I think for the first time Billy and Max. </b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="310" data-orig-width="1440"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2bbcf1c508533da101d866c7bad28299/39d198233e9a5ce0-23/s640x960/172d8c86dcc9730f2bccfd95a87fae5e620f821e.jpg" data-orig-height="310" data-orig-width="1440"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="994" data-orig-width="554"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e0c3ea8f041115ef00eacc67ae6fba42/39d198233e9a5ce0-08/s640x960/323ecdb5054e2a8394f839689cc6d62dfd5b705d.jpg" data-orig-height="994" data-orig-width="554"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1008" data-orig-width="550"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/152dbe7782a5cd4e5bbb970f9f34c189/39d198233e9a5ce0-0a/s640x960/72856ded4a9b83a7d72fafdf6040f535b1d1cc38.jpg" data-orig-height="1008" data-orig-width="550"/></figure></div><p><b>While I&rsquo;m still far away from that point in the game, I&rsquo;m sure just like with the first chapters, we will try to guess what is the reference hidden in these posters.</b></p><p><b>Because yes the posters of the chapters reference something in pop culture! With some being very hard to find but this post is not for that even if I&rsquo;m sure a lot of you will try to guess what it is. 😏 And also make theories about what it might mean for these characters, the show and the story. Because if you look at the poster of chapter 16, Billy&rsquo;s surname is once again different, it&rsquo;s not Hargrove, it is Mayfield. Just like the first time his character was released in the game. Strange to make the same error twice. 👀 So keep an eye on this just in case&hellip;</b></p><p><b>But nice to have new content to keep you waiting, and it&rsquo;s a lesson for many of you, there&rsquo;s a lot of side content available for you to wait while Stranger Things 4 is being made. You just have to look for it and take interest in it. These games are a good example of that along with the comics and books that are released out there such as the Kamchatka issue coming March 23.</b></p><p><b>But going back to the good stuff, there is also something that caught my attention. Something very suspicious.</b></p><p><b>This.</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1354" data-orig-width="1440"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5d03c3346457302f893ce5b9971c9ac5/39d198233e9a5ce0-58/s640x960/efe1018ac3ba31b175dd271ebd2f7202696dca7d.jpg" data-orig-height="1354" data-orig-width="1440"/></figure></div><p><b>ST Puzzle Tales every time it announces an event, something bigger ST related happens. Last time it was November 6th, Stranger Things Day, they were the first to post about it (about a very good surprise they would give us in the game on that day and it was a really good surprise. 😏) which then was followed by the announcement of the official schedule of ST Day 2021. And ST Day 2021 was a lot and was&hellip; ST Day 2021. 😅 (I still hate 004 but that&rsquo;s not the point.)</b></p><p><b>The point is Valentine&rsquo;s Day is not just any day. Outside of the cheesy and annoying atmosphere this day exhibits, it is the day when we got our very first look at new footage from ST4.</b></p><p><b>The 001/004 teaser centered around Hopper. Exactly 2 years back.</b></p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/oB2GYwbIAlM" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/oB2GYwbIAlM?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><p><b>Not only that they mentioned another special feature coming in summer 2022, when ST4 is releasing. Plus, the #Justice</b><span class="npf_color_joey"><b>4</b></span><b>Barb thingy. Which I don&rsquo;t remember being in the other mails I got, so could be a new thing and might also hint at something new in itself. Maybe more in the game but let&rsquo;s watch out for any bigger ST related stuff.</b></p><p><b>But since this pattern so far has always worked with ST Puzzle Tales&hellip;</b></p><h2><b>So maybe, we could suppose that since the first teaser for ST4 was released on Valentine&rsquo;s day 2020, perhaps new content will be released on Valentine&rsquo;s Day 2022 to come full circle ? 🤔</b></h2><p><b>Plus it would give new meanings to Matthew Modine&rsquo;s hints on Twitter who recently hinted at new content coming out SOON. Also he did use the phrase &ldquo;What goes around comes around.&rdquo; which means something going back to it&rsquo;s original value after completing some sort of cycle. Outside of just the story significance of that element&hellip;</b></p><p><b>Could we perhaps return at the beginning, when everything started, on Valentine&rsquo;s Day ? Maybe. It&rsquo;s worth thinking about.</b></p><p><b>So what could it be ? A trailer ? The poster ? The release date ? Or a secret teaser ? We will see what happens, if it even happens. 🙃 Meanwhile I&rsquo;m gonna go beat some flayed stuff in the game so watch out for any potential news while I&rsquo;m away&hellip;</b></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p>It&rsquo;s National School Counseling Week. </p><p>For anyone reading this who is in school, works at a school, or just knows a school counselor, please take the time to thank them for their hard work.</p><p>Also, let&rsquo;s push for school counselors in popular media who aren&rsquo;t jokes and/or horrible at their jobs. I&rsquo;m fine with those depictions now and then, but, c'mon, let&rsquo;s be fair and show the real side of it, too. </p>
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<p>I resent Will having a trait called Sidekick.</p>
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<p>I do appreciate the “you know, you could be out there trying to make people’s lives better while you wait” thing.</p>
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<p>I would’ve said that this is nothing more than a totally vague promise that we’ll get something “soon”&hellip;</p><p>Then he had to go and bring up the birthday cake.</p><figure data-orig-height="174" data-orig-width="290"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1fc2410e14916f4c97c346ecc19b9865/980a3a398f8f9a51-43/s540x810/3917ee2bf07266a5550600b66cc1b394ce1515d2.jpg" data-orig-height="174" data-orig-width="290"/></figure><p>He knows exactly what he’s doing there.</p><p>&hellip;the magnificent bastard.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/675354909470851072/ive-seen-this-tweet-does-anyone-knows-what-are" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://byler-forever-7.tumblr.com/post/675341465777569792/ive-seen-this-tweet-does-anyone-knows-what-are">byler-forever-7</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I’ve seen this tweet, does anyone knows what are they talking about?</p><p>Maybe It can be the release date?? BCS of the clock?</p><p><br/></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="640" data-orig-width="1096"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b93e44006af6aac9dd44f6bd61d083f3/1b0403b395a13f1f-08/s640x960/0f5e4c53b6e04e1856a3f953f41838a48c135174.jpg" data-orig-height="640" data-orig-width="1096"/></figure></blockquote>
<p>If these dates are indeed correct, then it does suggest that they may be targeting the 6th of the month every 3 months for content. Either the numbers mean something, or someone on the marketing team has severe OCPD.</p><p>It could be something like:</p><p>Feb 6: Release date teaser</p><p>May 6: Final trailer</p><p>Aug 6: Season launch</p><p>I’d hate that, though, because August, really?</p><p>I guess we’ll find out tomorrow.</p></blockquote>
<p>It may (or may not) be worth noting that a possible interpretation for the repeating 6′s could be the Mark of the Beast. While actually appearing as 616 in the oldest known manuscripts, modern Bible translations have it as 666. </p><p>While the Bible isn’t exactly clear on what this number, or the Beast, for the matter, means, many people today associate it with Satan. We may have the 1976 movie, <i>The Omen</i>, to thank for that. This could be a subtle reference to the Satanic Panic that is rumored to spring up in Hawkins.</p><p>Or, maybe, it really just is someone who really likes the number 6. A lot of repeating elements on the show could just be in-jokes or references among the creators. And it doesn’t just have to be limited to the 6′s here.</p><p>For all we know, the 7 references could be something meaningful to the Duffers, but irrelevant to the narrative itself. It could be like how George Lucas put the number 1138 into a lot of his works.</p><p>Still, it’s fun to poke and pull at these things in lieu of actual content, isn’t it?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/weirdthoughtsandideas/675366787977723904">weirdthoughtsandideas</a>:</p><blockquote><p>With Stranger Things 4 I’m both like ”I understand it takes time with behind the scenes, editing, CGI animating, etc” but also like ”dear god you don’t HAVE to wait until like summer when you CAN release it earlier”</p><p>Because even if covid has been a reason for the delay, season 3 also took a REALLY long time coming out </p></blockquote>
<p>I saw an old interview with the Duffers (circa season 2) where they said they were going back and forth with Netflix over a release date. Netflix wanted July, but the Duffers couldn’t find a way to make it work. </p><p>I have a feeling that season 2 will be the odd man out. I used to theorize that the Duffers pushed for release dates to coincide with the time of year the show takes place, but I think I had the cause and effect backwards now. Season 3 may have been set around the 4th of July because the Duffers knew Netflix would want a July release again.</p><p>I imagine we’ll get season 4 in July 2022 because it’s basically Netflix’s “summer blockbuster.”</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/675366671576334336">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/675365496818925568">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>It&rsquo;s extremely unlikely, but you know what I&rsquo;d like if we get some promo content tomorrow?</p><p>A soundtrack. </p><p>I&rsquo;d really like to see what 80s songs will be featured this season.</p></blockquote><p>I’ll be so happy if the soundtrack is released and ‘Smalltown boy’ is on it </p></blockquote>
<p>It would be cool, but I wouldn’t get your hopes up. Even if they do include the song, they’d probably omit it from any advance soundtrack listing. </p><p>Then again, I already doubt that we’ll get a “Mike running away from home” Smalltown Boy moment, so feel free to ignore my biased opinion.</p>
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<p>If these dates are indeed correct, then it does suggest that they may be targeting the 6th of the month every 3 months for content. Either the numbers mean something, or someone on the marketing team has severe OCPD.</p><p>It could be something like:</p><p>Feb 6: Release date teaser</p><p>May 6: Final trailer</p><p>Aug 6: Season launch</p><p>I’d hate that, though, because August, really?</p><p>I guess we’ll find out tomorrow.</p>
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<p>Could you imagine if they released something hinting at a time loop (for the clock imagery) on Groundhog Day? I&rsquo;m not saying that&rsquo;s what the clocks are for, but I&rsquo;d find it amusing if they did this.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spellboundmayfield.tumblr.com/post/675033593814401024/if-noah-didnt-get-his-wifi-shut-off-for-promoting">spellboundmayfield</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1171" data-orig-width="937"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0853d875b7c3561b5b290985e60677df/d24063df002f56a5-b2/s640x960/ce268b23974312b622a7ab2dc519034caa9f986b.jpg" data-orig-height="1171" data-orig-width="937"/></figure></div><p>If Noah didn’t get his WiFi shut off for promoting NFTs then this gotta be the last straw </p><p>Looks like it’s from episode eight and in the Surfer Boy Pizza van because of the pattern. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="581" data-orig-width="651"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d68b48d102eaba23cddfdf3ebb124b7a/d24063df002f56a5-5a/s640x960/62739fc7119e2401dd65ad86fb111ae40a210213.jpg" data-orig-height="581" data-orig-width="651"/></figure></div><p>The production code ‘Tareco’ is a Brazilian biscuit….. super random. Now maybe this is just one ginormous coincidence but the song Tareco e Mariola by Brazilian artist Flávio José lyrics roughly translate to <i>“O mundo é grande e o destino me espera”</i>  The world is big and the destiny waits for me <i>“Não é você quem vai me dar na primavera”</i> Is not you that will give me in spring<i> “As flores lindas que eu sonhei no meu verão” </i>The beautiful flowers I dreamed my summer <i>“Eu não preciso de você”</i> I don&rsquo;t need you<i> “Já fiz de tudo pra mudar meu endereço” </i>Already did every thing to change my adress <i>“Já revirei a minha vida pelo avesso” </i>Already turned my life upside down </p></blockquote>
<p>Good catch. They must have the production slate sitting on the car seat. </p>
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<p>I’m not sure we can get a good enough look at the person in the front seat given the quality of the shot. It’s an interesting observation, though. I’ve previously speculated that the scene with the van driving off and turning may be from a later scene. Either Argyle is a reckless driver, or we have a driver making a quick getaway from something. </p><p>We do see two people in the back. It’d be odd for Mike to be up front when we see him in the back with Will in another part of the teaser. Then again, <i>that</i> part could very well be from another scene altogether, too.</p>
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<p>Let’s not jump to conclusions based on, ahem, “a report” from Giant Freakin Robot.</p><p>I’m waiting to find out that the whole Curse of Vecna thing is just a Hellfire Club D&amp;D campaign (which Dustin probably co-opts to explain the latest supernatural horror).</p>
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Body: <p>When will we learn to ignore the supposed “insider” fan sites?</p><p>In all likelihood, Variety wrote up a rough draft for a trailer reaction so that they’d be able to quickly edit and publish it once it hit. Someone hits a wrong button, and, BAM, false article that has to quickly be removed. <i>Maybe </i>they got an advance copy of the trailer, but I saw nothing in that little snippet of the article to indicate someone saw something that hasn’t been seen yet.</p><p>Will’s birthday is still a possibility. It would fit with the weird birthday music that people heard when calling the Surfer Boy Pizza number.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 677546587880407040
Date: 2022-03-01 18:19:39 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/677546587880407040
Slug: this-is-so-good-its-exactly-the-type-of
Reblog key: XBk8GG3L
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangercleric/677534545271226368
Reblog name: strangercleric
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://viewmasterfeeling.tumblr.com/post/677487720461910016/will-im-not-quite-sure-how-to-say-this-you">viewmasterfeeling</a>:</p><blockquote><p>“Will, I’m… not quite sure how to say this. You and the others always say I have a way with words, but I think somewhere in the past year I lost that. All of this would be easier if we were kids, do you ever think about that? It fucking sucks that we’re not. Anyway… I don’t know. Lately I’ve been kind of falling apart, you know? With all the shit that’s been happening, and how our worlds were– literally– turned upside down… It changed everything. And then there was El, and I thought I understood it all. I thought it was love. It <i>had </i>to be love, because if it wasn’t, then… What were we? You were always my best friend, but… I don’t think we were ever <i>normal</i>, you know? And that terrified me. So, lately, without you or El or those fucking <i>things</i> around to distract me, I’ve been thinking. Getting trapped in my head, you know, trying to make sense of it all. And it never made any more sense than it did when I was 12– though I tried to convince myself it did, it was never true. But one thing did make sense. You. You- You make me <i>crazy</i>, Will Byers. Everything about you, things I didn’t even know I had memorized. Will, I– I’m so scared to say this all. I wish it was like before, when our campaigns translated to real life. I could be brave like the paladin. I could make people listen to me like the dungeon master. I just… Why did we have to grow up? Wow, I’m getting distracted– sorry, this is probably depressing to listen to. What I’m trying to say is– I love you, Will.”</p></blockquote>
<p>This is so good. It&rsquo;s exactly the type of rambling, but heartfelt, thing someone like Mike would say.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://bandgeekrobin.tumblr.com/post/677375817870950400/also-feels-worth-exploring-the-fact-that-she-was">bandgeekrobin</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/677374993442701312">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://hawkinsupdates.tumblr.com/post/677312562168217600/okay-so-does-eleven-have-post-cognition-post">hawkinsupdates</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Okay so does Eleven have Post cognition?</p><p>Post cognition - Okay wait? does Eleven have post cognition?</p><p>we already know she has Telekinisis but have we ever thought of her having post cognition?. I mean she can see someone&rsquo;s past and also can tell from events she wasn&rsquo;t there for.</p><p>Postconition- <b>The ability to supernaturally perceive past events</b>.</p><p>EX. 1) Billy</p><p>She saw his past in the void and was allowed to use that as info which saved her life right here.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="254" data-orig-width="540" data-tumblr-attribution="just-my-fandom:v3pSpa5VLPbt-vRXrT3FZw:Zss9gd2jQZTmH"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/15a5b5500c4aadcde2322859646ea0d9/ed3f490c96ed4c27-ba/s640x960/3855ad2547f0cbfa24c1e7df32f5354b67efa1a8.gif" data-orig-height="254" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>Question for - <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>,<a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MWn-sy8EQh3ySq6yjaxU6FA">@cmollyo</a>,<a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a></p><p><br/></p><p>Taglist- <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MDK0DvRf0RWB3cGonAP0QLQ">@iheardarumorhoe</a>,<a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MUMb-6bk5-I-nNp6ynIxjhw">@fandom-found-my-art</a>,<a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M9gPW6JHbzm_17zC5AjXAsA">@simp-for-scamanders</a></p></blockquote><p>I don’t know how I feel about the @ symbol serving as a sort of summoning spell for other Tumblr accounts. I sort of like it, but it’s also like “I better not forget to respond to this.” </p><p>Anyway, I don’t know if it’s exactly post-cognition, but I suppose it can be seen in that way a bit. </p><p>I think it’s more that El is getting into a sort of mindscape. She’s more or less able to enter a person’s memories. When you add in the fact that both Terry and Billy were both essentially trapped in their own minds (the latter due to the Mindflayer and the former ostensibly due to the torture she endured), it actually makes sense that she’s talking to them within their own minds.</p><p>The difference would be that I don’t think she’d be able to see events that occurred if, say, the subject was deceased or unreachable. I see it as an extension of the same ability that allows her to spy on people through the void.</p><p>This is how I see it, anyway. I suspect we may find out more details this season.</p></blockquote><p>Also feels worth exploring the fact that she was able to identify which d&amp;d game piece was will&rsquo;s in S1:</p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/8OR_JFUjhBg" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/8OR_JFUjhBg?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><p>This scene almost seems to imply that she was able to derive information from touching the board. But it could also make sense that if she had established enough of a connection to him to locate him in the UD then maybe she could also draw on his memories??</p></blockquote>
<p>It’s possible, but her powers were very ill-defined in season 1. Considering she was originally meant to die, they may not have fully thought through her powerset back then. It’s possible that she has some sort of limited omniscience, though. She might have some sort of psychometry, but we haven’t really seen her use it since, at least not like this.</p><p>There is the matter of her instantly recognizing Will in the photo despite never having met him at that point. I still can’t think of a reason for that outside of the two of them having some kind of inherent connection that neither is consciously aware of.</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "3855ad2547f0cbfa24c1e7df32f5354b67efa1a8.gif"

Post id: 677374993442701312
Date: 2022-02-27 20:52:13 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/677374993442701312
Slug: i-dont-know-how-i-feel-about-the-symbol-serving
Reblog key: qDLlkjws
Reblog url: https://hawkinsupdates.tumblr.com/post/677312562168217600/okay-so-does-eleven-have-post-cognition-post
Reblog name: hawkinsupdates
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://hawkinsupdates.tumblr.com/post/677312562168217600/okay-so-does-eleven-have-post-cognition-post">hawkinsupdates</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Okay so does Eleven have Post cognition?</p><p>Post cognition - Okay wait? does Eleven have post cognition?</p><p>we already know she has Telekinisis but have we ever thought of her having post cognition?. I mean she can see someone&rsquo;s past and also can tell from events she wasn&rsquo;t there for.</p><p>Postconition- <b>The ability to supernaturally perceive past events</b>.</p><p>EX. 1) Billy</p><p>She saw his past in the void and was allowed to use that as info which saved her life right here.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="254" data-orig-width="540" data-tumblr-attribution="just-my-fandom:v3pSpa5VLPbt-vRXrT3FZw:Zss9gd2jQZTmH"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/15a5b5500c4aadcde2322859646ea0d9/ed3f490c96ed4c27-ba/s640x960/3855ad2547f0cbfa24c1e7df32f5354b67efa1a8.gif" data-orig-height="254" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>Question for - <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>,<a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MWn-sy8EQh3ySq6yjaxU6FA">@cmollyo</a>,<a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a></p><p><br/></p><p>Taglist- <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MDK0DvRf0RWB3cGonAP0QLQ">@iheardarumorhoe</a>,<a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MUMb-6bk5-I-nNp6ynIxjhw">@fandom-found-my-art</a>,<a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M9gPW6JHbzm_17zC5AjXAsA">@simp-for-scamanders</a></p></blockquote>
<p>I don’t know how I feel about the @ symbol serving as a sort of summoning spell for other Tumblr accounts. I sort of like it, but it’s also like “I better not forget to respond to this.” </p><p>Anyway, I don’t know if it’s exactly post-cognition, but I suppose it can be seen in that way a bit. </p><p>I think it’s more that El is getting into a sort of mindscape. She’s more or less able to enter a person’s memories. When you add in the fact that both Terry and Billy were both essentially trapped in their own minds (the latter due to the Mindflayer and the former ostensibly due to the torture she endured), it actually makes sense that she’s talking to them within their own minds.</p><p>The difference would be that I don’t think she’d be able to see events that occurred if, say, the subject was deceased or unreachable. I see it as an extension of the same ability that allows her to spy on people through the void.</p><p>This is how I see it, anyway. I suspect we may find out more details this season.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/677112674998517761/this-girl-has-no-limits-now-she-is-getting-at-me">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1536" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5bdfe63b7c4d1ce5c6e6e38e5f18ab62/d029a151ebe2c246-72/s640x960/88ed244cffde2030f7835a3dcd2ea453985baa61.jpg" data-orig-height="1536" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>This girl has no limits. Now she is getting at me for defending someone whose words get twisted by others including SN herself! </p><p>I literally spend most of my blog talking about Byler and the fact that it is endgame using evidence from the show, yet I’m apparently crazy. Because I have the ability to analyze media lol. Also of course I’m going to defend someone who is a hardworking and dedicated member of the Byler community and call out that people twist her words. </p><p>I’m crazy yet she is the one who has a weird obsession with hating on Byler. Like look in the mirror maybe? 😂</p></blockquote>
<p>Good God, that&rsquo;s just petty. </p><p>Though, something doesn&rsquo;t smell right here. If anyone is mutuals with you then they shouldn&rsquo;t be surprised that you would defend someone. They&rsquo;d already know where you stand on that.</p>
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Reblog key: UAChwWXD
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/677090347646599168">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangercleric/677088396315951104">strangercleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p>So i noticed this poster in Will&rsquo;s room and i wonder if that had any influence on a particular boy to unconsciously create some s4 events&hellip;if you know what i&rsquo;m talking about ;)</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ded951b03520a8daa2be5efbbc5af5f5/bc85ea5662bb2373-f3/s640x960/07fc02b757dc0ce0a86f825fb92cf6eb1f2552b2.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="893" data-orig-width="620"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/dd185e54b808164787aa88d044de5171/bc85ea5662bb2373-6e/s640x960/f6063ed3713f1e268e50c531e6c0c0a0f0db23ee.jpg" data-orig-height="893" data-orig-width="620"/></figure></div><p>I already have a &ldquo;theory&rdquo; for this but it&rsquo;s not complete, just some ideas that I have to develop, but I&rsquo;d still like to hear your thoughts.</p></blockquote><p>Well I see alot of interesting things but it may relate mostly to the upsidedown monsters- specifically the vines (plants).</p><p>&ldquo;Seymour realizes the plant&rsquo;s evil plan: world conquest. He tries shooting, cutting, and poisoning the plant, but it has grown too hardy to kill.&rdquo;</p><p>Reminds me of the upsidedown vines we saw in s2 and s4 bts. And also how the upsidedown also affects wildlife: like other plants in s2. While the gov struggled to control its spread,in that season. Or how in s2, dustin said the d&amp;d version of the mindflayer wanted world domination.</p><p>The plant in the play was also attracted to blood similar to the demogorgan . </p><p>And I mean Will loves horror&hellip; so I guess we shouldn&rsquo;t be that surprised he has a poster like this.</p></blockquote>
<p>Holy crap. I&rsquo;ve been trying to figure out what that poster was ever since that teaser came out. I&rsquo;m glad someone was able to do what I couldn&rsquo;t.</p><p>I&rsquo;m inclined to think it relates to the malevolent plant growth linked to the Upside Down. Is it perhaps growing as part of a larger, more developed life form? Or is it a hint that it will someday take over the world if not stopped? </p><p>If one considers the original ending of Little Shop of Horrors&hellip;</p>
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Body: <p>So, I’m sure someone else has brought this up by now, but&hellip;</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="304" data-orig-width="456"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/558e26844c086d1fbcc0f6c5d612e911/5b262ec2edfaca8b-25/s540x810/6fab37b5ab02b2bd599aebc9d86769c4ea3ce146.png" data-orig-height="304" data-orig-width="456"/></figure><p>It looks like there’s a new drawing of Will the Wise on the wall. You can just make out what seems like a pointed hat and a staff.</p><p>I wonder if seeing it will cause Mike to remember their fight.</p><p>Address him by his full name this time, Mike.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/676810780269821952">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://ghostgirlinsatin.tumblr.com/post/676806739810779136/kaypeace21-you-were-absolutely-right-it-was">ghostgirlinsatin</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1334" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a838136aaba5ec6a9bd83f21bbe8dd6c/c29afad97853d288-76/s640x960/e818bfa8e45995603f50f355e689b8851547b276.png" data-orig-height="1334" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> :) you were absolutely right, it was Will&rsquo;s drawing in El&rsquo;s room at Hopper&rsquo;s cabin and I&rsquo;m so happy</p><p>Thank you <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M2ARlpa2RAaviV6ruUhs4zw">@ronniebyers</a> for telling us &lt;3</p><p>I tag the besties who already know: <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MWn-sy8EQh3ySq6yjaxU6FA">@cmollyo</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MOrkB617vPIqsrX5nNSMPkg">@wiinevelvet</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MwbbKlKj944jeXbsWKn9peg">@willsnotgaymyass</a></p></blockquote><p>Haha </p></blockquote>
<p>Let&rsquo;s be honest. If you ever see a drawing in Stranger Things, there&rsquo;s a 99% chance it was drawn by Will. Even the adults probably pale in comparison to his artistic prowess.</p><p>Now, what he intended it to be&hellip;</p><p>That&rsquo;s another story altogether.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/676788156986802176/shrecktakesallstar-yall-why-does-no-one-talk" class="tumblr_blog">cmollyo</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://shrecktakesallstar.tumblr.com/post/676786098924617728/yall-why-does-no-one-talk-about-this-the-duffers" class="tumblr_blog">shrecktakesallstar</a>:</p><blockquote><figure data-orig-width="720" data-orig-height="1600" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3fff7b4f23a4ff388d69ceb2faa66d17/b57fc472f3be62be-ba/s540x810/58c1df58e44cb090a897fcba21e93d70fd205da5.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="720" data-orig-height="1600"/></figure><p>Y'all why does no one talk about this. The duffers actually wrote this down. This was planned but didn’t go ahead because they don’t want to make it obvious. </p></blockquote>
<p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/miejfdJZqKqQKMufs8K3CGA">@willthecleric</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mN2QPYDWU-hKHy2GzDApKCA">@ghostgirlinsatin</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a> okay, seriously, what it is with the fucking handholds? You don’t see this emphasis with Lucas and Dustin</p><p><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/671116825688457216">https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/671116825688457216</a></p><p data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/671116825688457216","display_url":"https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/671116825688457216","title":"Molly","description":"So, Byler held hands like 4 times? \nTwo of them are cut, while two of them are shown, one of them having a close-up and the other one being ","site_name":"Molly","poster":[{"media_key":"38bea4fedf738d357e934c8e4e73e1fe:c39c64d96faff388-ff","type":"image/png","width":1215,"height":645}]}' class="npf_link"><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/671116825688457216">Molly</a></p><p>This also makes that line by Dustin about ‘the electricity’ between Lucas and max when they held hands once feel even more like foreshadowing/a hint.</p><p>Thank you so much for finding this op! 😊</p></blockquote>


<p>This has been brought up before. I believe they&rsquo;re talking about a handheld camera.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/676738509679263744/im-glad-they-are-getting-it-finally-but-it-is">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/676727063740366848/so-youre-telling-me-people-picked-up-on-byler">beepboop358</a>:</p><blockquote><p>so you&rsquo;re telling me people picked up on byler being real from a poster and not the massive amount of evidence in the first 3 seasons and I didn&rsquo;t need to compile 200+ slides of evidence, because they just needed to see a poster of them looking at each other? 😭 LOL</p></blockquote><p>I’m glad they are getting it finally, but it is kind of frustrating. We were crazy when we analyzed all the subtext and the glances in show were nothing, but the poster changes everything. I do think they did this on purpose, knowing people would realize and using it to get people prepared. Mike and El separate while Mike and Will are focused on each other while something bad is happening does send a clear message.</p></blockquote>
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<p>The takeaway here is that El is adopting Will’s fashion sense.</p><p>Cue Mike getting confused again because she’s dressed like Will?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://queer-cackling.tumblr.com/post/676644686827520000/while-i-was-trying-to-figure-out-how-anything-and">queer-cackling</a>:</p><blockquote><p>While I was trying to figure out how anything and everything about the season 4 stranger things promo poster, I started to rewatch the teasers again. Long story short I started to spiral and ended up feeling the uncontrollable urge to solve a mystery that’s been bothering me for months.</p><p>Who the hell blew up the thing in the promo and who the hell burned the car? This is a loading question, so buckle up</p><figure data-orig-height="180" data-orig-width="98"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/adf9bcc9f04051b8f636c8678cc2a1ef/25909d7116ac6176-1c/s640x960/71f36cea59719b63b0aad2e287fba77f5f541360.png" data-orig-height="180" data-orig-width="98"/></figure><p>So this is all we really have to go on predicting who the person is. That and the hair, which I will talk about later. So, automatically we have two options. The fandom can generally agree that the person is either Will or El, and I have to agree, but which one? Going on the outfit, it could be either one, each wearing a blue flannel in the either a trailer or in Wills case, the outfit reveal video posted on the stranger things twitter account.</p><figure data-orig-height="430" data-orig-width="152"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/457448a19b3843dd926bf14bc0ac1a93/25909d7116ac6176-1e/s640x960/64ffd6b8f6fe15a44855fc8695fc4e71656bfb96.png" data-orig-height="430" data-orig-width="152"/></figure><figure data-orig-height="368" data-orig-width="282"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6112b098642735e1e69b477d807ab19b/25909d7116ac6176-2f/s640x960/662c4287098e37e6a5c1716cb3ca6e9d9ba9da30.png" data-orig-height="368" data-orig-width="282"/></figure><p>The first one is Will the second, El. So immediately, I panicked, I personally was hoping the will would be the person in front of the explosion, but then I noticed something. El is also wearing the same outfit in a later scene in similar lighting to the explosion photo, which seems to be in her favor.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="308" data-orig-width="376"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6ca252499af3f49edaaa082146ea538e/25909d7116ac6176-55/s640x960/efc18c0c0589b5379c26b4954dcc11f6347b503d.png" data-orig-height="308" data-orig-width="376"/></figure></div><p>This shirt is outside, it&rsquo;s a completely different color, green instead of blue. But still the same shirt, but I still couldn’t rule out El just yet. Why do you ask? Because of the shirt&rsquo;s sleeves.</p><figure data-orig-height="206" data-orig-width="116"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8216c863f15ba575aec8834b8bb711f7/25909d7116ac6176-a6/s640x960/caccfc21ad9ef35b4d6c5b5cbcc1ada0d785ccf6.png" data-orig-height="206" data-orig-width="116"/></figure><p>From what I can tell, the shirt is either rolled up around the elbows to let a sweater loose, or it is part of the flannel. Going off the bumps around the person&rsquo;s arm, I&rsquo;m going with the first option. So I looked back at El&rsquo;s, and&hellip;. no surprise it fits, she&rsquo;s wearing a sweater, and a shirt and a flannel. (I have no clue how California weather is but okay.) So, things are looking in her favor, but I got into researching. and I found, this shirt</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="602" data-orig-width="300"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/13c1ca7abccae057e219f9d92280f4f2/25909d7116ac6176-96/s640x960/3fbe5c5edaf84866526e1c5e815b16cf0e4ed07f.png" data-orig-height="602" data-orig-width="300"/></figure></div><p>While I&rsquo;m not saying it&rsquo;s the exact same, what I am saying is that it is a 1980&rsquo;s vintage piece, meaning that it was in style at the time. and It doesn&rsquo;t have those sleeves. But I also can&rsquo;t completely rule out the idea that it&rsquo;s El, or prove that it&rsquo;s Will from the clothes.</p><p>So let&rsquo;s look at the hair, both have brown hair, but Els is significantly longer</p><figure data-orig-height="96" data-orig-width="220"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/008742b5db8bcd217c3ca3e48bbcca98/25909d7116ac6176-a1/s640x960/077caf697b49053c26dc579eb7dad73c3180e1bd.png" data-orig-height="96" data-orig-width="220"/></figure><p>The hair is short, it might be Will, but El also is wearing a low pony in the outfit that looks like the person in the explosion</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="564" data-orig-width="614"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0987b5244ef54c8f02bd02dd17027899/25909d7116ac6176-48/s640x960/0a46f4fbfe68422efe671b07b3d3edf61ac90c88.png" data-orig-height="564" data-orig-width="614"/></figure></div><p>But if we look to the left, we see a bit of her hair poking out, El has really thick hair, so it would make sense to brush it out. But the person in the picture doesn’t have that, there is no sign of a pony tail in the back of the head, and el’s hair is long enough to be significantly long so that you can see it when you wear it in a ponytail, even a high one.</p><p>conclusion?</p><p>Will Byers is in the explosion. </p><p>Of course I can&rsquo;t be complete sure but he even has the same pants as in the photo. (as seen in the second photo)</p><p>So what about the car?</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="686" data-orig-width="764"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/dea9130c8dddba7e50d9419426d01215/25909d7116ac6176-b3/s640x960/620750bd471f9bf90fb4ec82a9dfacecbb900a49.png" data-orig-height="686" data-orig-width="764"/></figure></div><p>The figure is small, and we can only see an outline of what they are wearing, most likely a button up collared shirt, an average look in strange things. As I said before we can&rsquo;t tell which plot line it will be used, except I&rsquo;ll assume it&rsquo;s not Russia due to the lack of snow and childlike figures. So let&rsquo;s use the process of elimination</p><p>let&rsquo;s use the process of elimination</p><p>Dustin - Hair is to straight, and doesn&rsquo;t have a baseball cap</p><p>Max - to short hair</p><p>El - to short hair</p><p>Lucas - hair is not the right shape</p><p>Steve - to skinny figure</p><p>Nancy - to straight hair</p><p>robin - to straight hair</p><p>Joyce - to long hair</p><p>Murray - has to little hair</p><p>this leaves… mike and will. Assuming it&rsquo;s not a random character.</p><p>And… I don&rsquo;t know.</p><p>The curling ends of hair near the color are truly my downfall. I can’t figure out who it is. But I did notice one thing</p><p>They are on a no passing zone in the woods</p><p>Why is it significant?</p><p>because streets in Hawkins don&rsquo;t <i>have</i> any passing zone lines. In every scene when we are on a road it has no markings, a typical small town road.</p><p>b, this scene.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1678"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d71d0007b6e8739dac367107ef8c3852/25909d7116ac6176-8f/s640x960/7ed8c475610a506e85efbab0b9a255501e001cc0.png" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1678"/></figure></div><p>in the new trailers, this the only scene I found with a no passing zone line. And the cars certainly look (except for the prison truck) like the one that was flipped over. So maybe they had to ditch the car to get the feds off their trail, and in order to make it look like an accident, SOMEONE had to blow it up.</p><p>but hey, that&rsquo;s just a theory</p><p>a stranger things theory</p><p>(don&rsquo;t sue me for that please)</p></blockquote>
<p>The person in front of the explosion is almost certainly El. Like 99% sure. The flannel shirt probably just appears green in one shot and blue in another due to lighting. You can see she’s wearing a white shirt underneath with pink flowery designs on it. The person in the explosion photo is wearing a long sleeved shirt under the flannel, and it has what appears to be pink cuffs. It’s the same outfit she’s wearing on the new poster.</p><figure data-orig-height="541" data-orig-width="298"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5776d9aa61b8c9a6bd1f8f1e923652c7/0f304560e0a35175-4a/s640x960/251aae2a0353c637f8e403242800340fdf252b4f.jpg" data-orig-height="541" data-orig-width="298"/></figure><p>It doesn’t account for the hair, but they may have digitally removed it from the teaser to build suspense.</p><p>As for the person in front of the burning car, well, I want to believe it’s Will, but he isn’t seen wearing anything that matches the person in that shot. Granted, we have no context for that, so we don’t even know when it takes place. The only one who is known to wear anything resembling that baggy, short sleeved style this season is Jonathan.</p><p>The figure does seem too slim to be Jonathan, but bear in mind that things can be digitally altered for teasers.</p><p>It can still easily be in Hawkins, though, and, in fact, was apparently filmed near Atlanta in Stone Mountain National Park. Hawkins does have no-passing lanes, at we actually got to see them as recently as the finale of season 3.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1242" data-orig-width="2208"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/02eafc272a8a385b9864321897fbc2b7/0f304560e0a35175-3d/s640x960/e85ea7cc07f1c9a3e33fcf60e2d047c34b919fde.jpg" data-orig-height="1242" data-orig-width="2208"/></figure></div><p>That car could very well be burning on that same road. </p>
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<p>As I said in a recent post, it <i>is </i>interesting as an idea, but there’s still the matter of the rest of the Russian code. If they were going to do something like this, then I would think the rest of the code has some relevance to season 4, also. I don’t want to just boil everything down to byler references.</p>
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<p>The Russian code having a deeper meaning for season 4 is an interesting idea. Mike and Will’s shirt colors <i>could </i>be coincidence, but it can’t be ignored that they end up meeting in the West wearing those colors. Was the code also meant to foreshadow season 4?</p><p>What could the rest of the code mean, though?</p><p><b>&ldquo;The week is long. The silver cat feeds when blue meets yellow in the west. A trip to China sounds nice if you tread lightly,&rdquo;  </b></p><p>I mean, Spring Break lasts for a week. But what about the silver cat feeding and the trip to China?</p>
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<p>Look, let’s be clear here. Mike looked at El in that season 3 poster because he spent the season more or less obsessed with her. Now they have him looking at Will the same way. Combine that with <i>everything </i>about Mike and Will leading up to this point, and it’s only natural to interpret it as Mike and Will having something brewing. The Duffers would be clueless to not realize this, so I’d find it very hard to believe as <i>yet another accident.</i></p><p>They know what they’re doing. </p>
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<p>Yeah, it’s really hard to tell since the car in far in the background.</p><p>This is a better shot of the car Lonnie drives:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d85b5e55c891951fdfa9f012ac15f866/371e8a7e6122a6a3-88/s640x960/1e7e2b2e62ed4bbdc3d939c6c3601a974838b4bb.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280"/></figure></div><p>The rear window shape doesn’t seem to match up, but, again it’s really hard to make out details. The rear of the car also doesn’t seem as long as it should be if it’s Lonnie’s. His car has a very “stretched” look, almost like pulled taffy.</p>
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<p>I’m by no means an expert on MacBeth, but I do remember a few things that might (or might not!) be significant. This whole thing could still just be an elaborate troll.</p><p>Taken at its most obvious, it might be a hint that Brenner’s undoing will be his own ambition and narcissism. He will think he has all his bases covered, only to realize that he’s horribly misjudged some key element. It might also indicate that he commits absolutely horrific acts in his attempts to maintain his power. We’ve already seen some pretty bad stuff from him, but just how far is he really willing to go? We might find out. </p><p>The monologue Matthew references here, I believe, comes from MacBeth himself when everything starts to come crumbling down, and, I think, his wife has just committed suicide out of guilt for her own role in the treachery. </p><p>If anyone is more knowledgeable about the play and what this might mean, please have at it. I’m kinda winging it here.</p>
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<p>Ha, oh man, this is just the craziest thing ever, and I really want to believe this to be the answer.</p><p>Matthew Modine is single-handedly driving the Stranger Things fanbase insane. I don’t know if I should be furious or impressed.</p>
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<p>Thanks for this. I was never a fan of MacBeth. I consider myself a smart man, but I always had trouble with the language used in it. I appreciate the modern language translation you provided. I still don’t know enough about the context of the monologue to try to derive any meaning from it, though. The inevitability of death? The insignificance of life? It seems fairly nihilistic. </p><p>I’m still not convinced any of this means anything. If it does, then Matthew Modine is putting in an awful lot of work to cleverly hint at things without actually saying anything.</p><p>Then again, we’ve seen this sort of thing from David Harbour in the past&hellip;</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "1072a3e76457dd85fd7fd103252ba0d66ae0ca24.jpg",
 "1585f446ec6deb422a27eaaa65d9e9b1b9bd1553.jpg",
 "1fa4d4b93715575220ac2297c3c7e4ad9158496e.png"

Post id: 673191554527133697
Date: 2022-01-12 16:38:15 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/673191554527133697
Slug: dudes-just-trolling-at-this-point-whats
Reblog key: YIny679M
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangercleric/673143303376699392
Reblog name: strangercleric
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangercleric/673143303376699392">strangercleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p>TOMORROW?? WHAT(???</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="635" data-orig-width="719"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8a5550ea355cee20dde3b74a493979e6/9af61d44fed20f0d-d6/s640x960/1072a3e76457dd85fd7fd103252ba0d66ae0ca24.jpg" data-orig-height="635" data-orig-width="719"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><div><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="730" data-orig-width="1096"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b94a9c9a07658f9cbd4e2c79571ec48d/9af61d44fed20f0d-c4/s640x960/1585f446ec6deb422a27eaaa65d9e9b1b9bd1553.jpg" data-orig-height="730" data-orig-width="1096"/></figure><p class="tmblr-attribution"><a href="https://twitter.com/MatthewModine/status/1481109063089930244" class="post_info_link post_source_app" _target="blank" rel="nofollow">View on Twitter</a></p></div></div></blockquote>
<p>Dude’s just trolling at this point.</p><p>“What’s coming?” “Tomorrow”</p><p>You are factually correct, sir. Tomorrow is always coming.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/672915581153984512">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/672915387294302208">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/672913141215199232">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/672910923652071424">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>So someone made me notice something that could be very interesting. Keep in mind there is no real proof of what I&rsquo;m going to talk about yet but you can all help me find it. Especially people who live in the States.</b></p><p><b>Someone sent me this link to a Reddit post on the main Stranger Things sub.</b></p><p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://href.li/?https://www.reddit.com/r/StrangerThings/comments/rzlrok/new_easter_egg_found_in_latest_stranger_things_4/","display_url":"https://href.li/?https://www.reddit.com/r/StrangerThings/comments/rzlrok/new_easter_egg_found_in_latest_stranger_things_4/","title":"r/StrangerThings - NEW Easter Egg found in latest Stranger Things 4 Teaser???","description":"134 votes and 8 comments so far on Reddit","site_name":"reddit","poster":[{"media_key":"e7852b91724eb340f2aa7baa229c9459:91e4a4fe55ead340-24","type":"image/jpeg","width":1246,"height":614}]}'><a href="https://href.li/?https://www.reddit.com/r/StrangerThings/comments/rzlrok/new_easter_egg_found_in_latest_stranger_things_4/" target="_blank">r/StrangerThings - NEW Easter Egg found in latest Stranger Things 4 Teaser???</a></p><p><b>It talks about the phone number that is on the Surfer Boy Pizza Van. 805-45-PIZZA.</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="732" data-orig-width="741"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c5b06289400fa6323b23acada4568a3b/91e4a4fe55ead340-97/s640x960/197536d83066f22bc42919a0d9da9a7bd422eaca.jpg" data-orig-height="732" data-orig-width="741"/></figure></div><p><b>Before, when you would call that number, it would just tell you that it is active.</b></p><p><b>But now&hellip;</b></p><p><b>It plays Happy Birthday music. </b></p><p><b>Now I don&rsquo;t have any proof other than that person&rsquo;s claim but if you have the chance to call that number, please let us know.</b></p><p><b>But Happy Birthday = Surfer Boy Pizza Van = The Byers = Spring Break&hellip; 😏</b></p><p><b>There&rsquo;s the birthday of a certain character in Spring. Which is interesting, especially if the set photos confirms that the Spring Break starts directly or around that day&hellip; Which would fit with the Creel murders in 1959&hellip;</b></p><p><b>A date we all know and that we all really want&hellip; 😏</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1356" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/78639cb435743a0b228d5ac7d77a0a7a/91e4a4fe55ead340-2c/s640x960/c2d67421ff91f59aad729c38b7b2d8c3fa9c3861.jpg" data-orig-height="1356" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p><b>BUT HEY! THAT&rsquo;S JUST A THEORY, A STRANGER THINGS THEORY!</b></p></blockquote><p>I want to believe this. I really do. </p><p>But I’m not going to get my hopes up.</p></blockquote><p>YES I CAN CONFIRM THIS IS TRUE ! </p><p>I just called it.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2340" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/47a6a9deceab82630bd9a475aeb99f1a/82a536198822c2ac-04/s640x960/0f66189cbf01d75efd60d5097dac1539d877a769.png" data-orig-height="2340" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>Oh my god.</p><p>What the fuck Stranger Things.</p><p>This show.</p><p>I swear&hellip; </p><p>The number of Easter Eggs in this show are going to be the death of me.</p><p>Oh my god.</p><p>Fuuuck.</p><p>Aaaahahaha oh my god.</p><p>FANS ARE STILL FINDING NEW THINGS AND I LOVE THAT FOR US.</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA">@0aurelion-sol0</a> thank you for this.</p></blockquote><p><b>Well&hellip; 😅 🤣</b></p><p><b>Here it is everyone. We&rsquo;ll see whatever that means.</b></p></blockquote>
<p>Oh, I totally know the message is real. What I’m not getting my hopes up for is that it means we’ll see Will’s birthday.</p><p>Still, I’m intrigued. More intrigued than I’d like to admit.</p>
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<p>I want to believe this. I really do. </p><p>But I’m not going to get my hopes up.</p>
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<p>And he had just told Jon Hurwitz not to add fuel to the flame.</p>
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<p>Ha! I never thought about it like that before. I guess, if you look at it that way, he wasn’t lying, after all.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://0aurelion-sol0.tumblr.com/post/672781964748718080/in-addition-they-were-inspired-by-volcanic">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/672772622277279744/el-points-to-will">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/672752790688432128/matthew-modine-is-up-to-something-again-lesson-4">beepboop358</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Matthew Modine is up to something again&hellip;</h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1736" data-orig-width="1170"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e77841f9ad1fc3ec3c96ae557ca9cbf5/8e9b38366eff38ae-6d/s640x960/ed34af38cf2abc7ba2b118d8666ae240c894d447.jpg" data-orig-height="1736" data-orig-width="1170"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1444" data-orig-width="1170"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/476e2e49abd9dd5d568de7428333161e/8e9b38366eff38ae-37/s640x960/dbf0932037b12adff3dd9bd85b09c15df78a26ca.jpg" data-orig-height="1444" data-orig-width="1170"/></figure></div><p>These tweets are really cryptic, but at least it&rsquo;s a little content for us! :)</p><p><b>Lesson 4:</b> </p><ul><li>“baking soda volcanoes” &amp; &ldquo;<i>chemical reactions</i>/earth science” = In the lab there’s an explosion probably caused by Eleven </li><li>There will probably some aftershocks of said explosion too like the building shaking or things falling, some blood shed possibly = beacause it&rsquo;s &quot;high&rdquo; &ldquo;messiness level&rdquo;. </li><li>&ldquo;Eleven fails&rdquo; = Eleven is unsuccessful at trying to do whatever she is trying to do. (probably hurt someone or escape) </li></ul><p>The number 4 was seen in the <a href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/664417553864687616/httpsstrangerthingsfandomcomwikiricky-never">002 teaser in the lab</a>, and<a href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/659983231048990720/the-number-4-represents-how-eleven-will-and-sara"> the number 4 may be a representative for Will, El, and Sara Hopper&rsquo;s connection</a> to the lab, the upside down, and their powers. Or maybe this takes place in episode 4, currently titled &ldquo;Dear Billy&rdquo;, which I would assume would be more about Max, so I think it&rsquo;s a little more unlikely this is an episode number hint, but there are multiple storylines per episode so who knows.</p><p><b>Lesson 7: </b></p><ul><li>&ldquo;weather&rdquo; &amp; &ldquo;rain cloud in a jar&rdquo; &ldquo;Bonus - believes<i> rain cloud is a *metaphor&rdquo;. </i>Rain &amp; rain clouds are usually a metaphor for sadness.</li><li>&ldquo;Eleven is successful constructing experiment&rdquo; - She succeeds this time around, with a different experiment that is a little more difficult than the first because it&rsquo;s described as &ldquo;medium&rdquo; difficulty when lesson 4 is describes as &ldquo;easy-medium&rdquo; difficulty, so we can assume because it&rsquo;s a little more difficult, her powers have gotten stronger and some time (unknown how much) has passed between the experiments.</li><li>&ldquo;Low&rdquo; &ldquo;messiness level&rdquo;</li></ul><p><a href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/661981861877301248/every-reference-to-the-number-7-in-stranger">The Number 7 is associated with Will.</a> This may be another hint that Will&rsquo;s connection to the lab &amp; Eleven is explained in s4. <a href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/664675038206820352/the-boy-playing-chess-in-the-lab-in-the-second">And it may be more proof he was in 002/002.</a> Or maybe this takes place in episode 7, currently titled &ldquo;The Massacre at Hawkins Lab&rdquo;. Interesting. It&rsquo;s not confirmation that this does happen in episode 7, since the titles are always subject to change, and this experiment seems less like a massacre from the tweets description.</p><p><b>Both of these Laboratory Lessons tweets describe volcanoes, chemical reactions, earth science, and rain clouds. They&rsquo;re all things found in nature, and these experiments are both typically done with children, so both of these lessons are probably flashbacks, </b>or maybe they are &ldquo;experiments&rdquo; Brenner has Eleven teach to other children in the lab (if there are any) when Eleven is recaptured. <b>There&rsquo;s a clear theme here with the type of experiments. Hmmm.</b></p></blockquote><p>&ldquo;<span class="npf_color_joey"><b>VOLCANO </b></span><b>Erruption&rdquo;</b> name of science EXPERIMENT </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="796" data-orig-width="1285"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1c46e31fa1b206c03ba1889e4eb1c1f7/36afb3a1f13fdcbd-50/s640x960/222fc5047b6bca31ed631b07d6ca14fdeec48ad1.png" data-orig-height="796" data-orig-width="1285"/></figure><h2>El points to Will</h2><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="540" data-orig-width="960"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/19fa79831f53013afc31048526c5454c/36afb3a1f13fdcbd-f8/s640x960/4ffa18789490ae90194f74a0c4bd078526671096.jpg" data-orig-height="540" data-orig-width="960"/></figure><p>Also volcanos make poisonous black ash clouds&hellip;sort of remind me of the dark clouds that make up the mindflayer.</p><p>Also Dustin calls the mindflayer &ldquo;a metaphor&rdquo;?</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1130" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/33dde1514e47ab8a14476e17fedfbb82/36afb3a1f13fdcbd-0f/s640x960/2db957e274fd68820f3cbc8f885e3ceeb2855338.jpg" data-orig-height="1130" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1094" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b0d1278537e54effacfe40708a92932a/36afb3a1f13fdcbd-42/s640x960/214e35c1a890a25072c2bdfc45ee1dbf8bccb4bc.jpg" data-orig-height="1094" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></blockquote><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ"><b>@kaypeace21</b></a><b> you are not only correct, it has already been confirmed by the ST crew.</b></p><p><b>ST crew talking about The Mind Flayer:</b></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="953" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/716f0f54a13794be1548227365f4826e/436b5557fac46713-83/s640x960/61c2d369e3429f01cdfeaecb7b220d84775cd6f4.jpg" data-orig-height="953" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="898" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d9d18f4e78bb6f962a25f8cc3d5e365d/436b5557fac46713-8e/s640x960/1e757ec33379e78633a1c8a208fae9c48a85a717.jpg" data-orig-height="898" data-orig-width="720"/></figure><h2><b><span class="npf_color_joey">&ldquo;In addition, they were inspired by <i>volcanic eruptions with lightning storms</i> in South America.&rdquo;</span></b></h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="978"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a32392fc6c3d8bf8f7541262edc9180c/436b5557fac46713-44/s640x960/3a68d4bb2b34df1aee80f20ae667198ecfa031b0.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="978"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/318a284937a303f38af20012cd1cdef2/436b5557fac46713-43/s640x960/f98218f1aebbb1d5b080c1322d28e932bd438539.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="2560"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f49ec05b8c920bd4d022d57819bba2a3/436b5557fac46713-2b/s640x960/be74d720c1496f2185e638c999a70bfbebbc122d.jpg" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="2560"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="531" data-orig-width="800"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/12ea01516482000d0bf1a882bf16ec04/436b5557fac46713-56/s640x960/105f063cdf769e962aac47f256e585a9619dd5ec.jpg" data-orig-height="531" data-orig-width="800"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="715" data-orig-width="1024"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/74357c7a812fcd2a3092aabe34bfc0f7/436b5557fac46713-f0/s640x960/2adc8312374f781971f3b4b1cf07eda8cbd98cde.jpg" data-orig-height="715" data-orig-width="1024"/></figure><p class="npf_quote">😏</p><p><b>And we also do not have any answers yet about how El knew who Will was&hellip; We were never shown if she saw him through the Void or in the woods or someplace else and or a different way&hellip; We don&rsquo;t know.</b></p><p><b>A mystery. An interesting one for sure.</b></p></blockquote>
<p>Just gonna throw a crack theory out here.</p><p>Martin Brenner is the real name of Mr. Wizard, and Nickelodeon started as a front for the Lab to try and find more “special” kids.</p><figure class="tmblr-embed tmblr-full" data-provider="youtube" data-orig-width="267" data-orig-height="200" data-url="https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DckBoYRhwfCI%26ab_channel%3DMr.WizardStudios"><iframe width="540" height="404" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/ckBoYRhwfCI?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen=""></iframe></figure>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/672752790688432128/matthew-modine-is-up-to-something-again-lesson-4">beepboop358</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Matthew Modine is up to something again&hellip;</h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1736" data-orig-width="1170"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e77841f9ad1fc3ec3c96ae557ca9cbf5/8e9b38366eff38ae-6d/s640x960/ed34af38cf2abc7ba2b118d8666ae240c894d447.jpg" data-orig-height="1736" data-orig-width="1170"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1444" data-orig-width="1170"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/476e2e49abd9dd5d568de7428333161e/8e9b38366eff38ae-37/s640x960/dbf0932037b12adff3dd9bd85b09c15df78a26ca.jpg" data-orig-height="1444" data-orig-width="1170"/></figure></div><p>These tweets are really cryptic, but at least it&rsquo;s a little content for us! :)</p><p><b>Lesson 4:</b> </p><ul><li>“baking soda volcanoes” &amp; &ldquo;<i>chemical reactions</i>/earth science” = In the lab there’s an explosion probably caused by Eleven </li><li>There will probably some aftershocks of said explosion too like the building shaking or things falling, some blood shed possibly = beacause it&rsquo;s &quot;high&rdquo; &ldquo;messiness level&rdquo;. </li><li>&ldquo;Eleven fails&rdquo; = Eleven is unsuccessful at trying to do whatever she is trying to do. (probably hurt someone or escape) </li></ul><p>The number 4 was seen in the <a href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/664417553864687616/httpsstrangerthingsfandomcomwikiricky-never">002 teaser in the lab</a>, and<a href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/659983231048990720/the-number-4-represents-how-eleven-will-and-sara"> the number 4 may be a representative for Will, El, and Sara Hopper&rsquo;s connection</a> to the lab, the upside down, and their powers. Or maybe this takes place in episode 4, currently titled &ldquo;Dear Billy&rdquo;, which I would assume would be more about Max, so I think it&rsquo;s a little more unlikely this is an episode number hint, but there are multiple storylines per episode so who knows.</p><p><b>Lesson 7: </b></p><ul><li>&ldquo;weather&rdquo; &amp; &ldquo;rain cloud in a jar&rdquo; &ldquo;Bonus - believes<i> rain cloud is a *metaphor&rdquo;. </i>Rain &amp; rain clouds are usually a metaphor for sadness.</li><li>&ldquo;Eleven is successful constructing experiment&rdquo; - She succeeds this time around, with a different experiment that is a little more difficult than the first because it&rsquo;s described as &ldquo;medium&rdquo; difficulty when lesson 4 is describes as &ldquo;easy-medium&rdquo; difficulty, so we can assume because it&rsquo;s a little more difficult, her powers have gotten stronger and some time (unknown how much) has passed between the experiments.</li><li>&ldquo;Low&rdquo; &ldquo;messiness level&rdquo;</li></ul><p><a href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/661981861877301248/every-reference-to-the-number-7-in-stranger">The Number 7 is associated with Will.</a> This may be another hint that Will&rsquo;s connection to the lab &amp; Eleven is explained in s4. <a href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/664675038206820352/the-boy-playing-chess-in-the-lab-in-the-second">And it may be more proof he was in 002/002.</a> Or maybe this takes place in episode 7, currently titled &ldquo;The Massacre at Hawkins Lab&rdquo;. Interesting. It&rsquo;s not confirmation that this does happen in episode 7, since the titles are always subject to change, and this experiment seems less like a massacre from the tweets description.</p><p><b>Both of these Laboratory Lessons tweets describe volcanoes, chemical reactions, earth science, and rain clouds. They&rsquo;re all things found in nature, and these experiments are both typically done with children, so both of these lessons are probably flashbacks, </b>or maybe they are &ldquo;experiments&rdquo; Brenner has Eleven teach to other children in the lab (if there are any) when Eleven is recaptured. <b>There&rsquo;s a clear theme here with the type of experiments. Hmmm.</b></p></blockquote>
<p>The Duffers and Netflix save money by having Matthew Modine and David Harbour take care of a good chunk of the marketing.</p><p>Even if this stuff doesn’t actually mean anything, it still gets people talking. So, yeah, mission accomplished.</p>
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<p>Seriously. Either do it or don&rsquo;t. Stop with this teasing crap.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://passingthoughts04.tumblr.com/post/672712425039134720/they-all-know-theyre-all-fucking-in-on-it-yet">passingthoughts04</a>:</p><blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1903" data-orig-width="1440"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a01e38a4a2e9e9e88b794f0d2248d48c/fef54db7f37937c3-73/s640x960/8913f64fc96adcd5c65bea6b427bfc6291a63b09.png" data-orig-height="1903" data-orig-width="1440"/></figure><p>They all know. They&rsquo;re all fucking in on it. Yet they still refuse to make the obvious canon💀</p></blockquote>
<p>This just annoys me because it shows that he knows. It makes me wonder if he supports it, but just isn’t able to make it canon. Based on that comment, it could be that one or both of the actors don’t want to do it.</p><p>Regardless, they still broke up the only canon LGBT couple so Moon could go back to Eli to hammer home that he’s so straight that only an attractive girl could get him to regain his confidence. That fact makes this post come across as shameless pandering.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://asphodel-storm.tumblr.com/post/672666586504642560/why-does-stingray-want-to-be-in-cobra-kai-when-all">asphodel-storm</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Why does Stingray want to be in Cobra Kai when all the kids he thinks of as his friends are in Eagle Fang? </p></blockquote>
<p>He hasn’t gone through that realization. Maybe he will in season 5, and that will be the spanner in the works for Terry Silver.</p><p>Stingray may not realize it, but he has an amazing amount of leverage against Terry Silver. The worst that might happen to Stingray is making a false police report, and that’s if he doesn’t get let off since Silver made him that offer while beating the crap out of him. Terry would face the same charges as Kreese, but also additional ones related to the coercion of Stingray.</p><p>I’m not a fan of Stingray. Anyone who works at a school and assaults the students will obviously not get my support. Still, it’s hard to say he deserved what happened to him.</p>
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Body: <p>!!!COBRA KAI SEASON 4 SPOILERS!!!</p><p>So, I was just thinking how the ending to Cobra Kai season 4 made no difference to the wager. According to Kreese, the wager was “if I lose, I go” and “if you lose, you stop teaching.” Nothing was said about any of the dojos shutting down. It was just the loser(s) had to stop being a sensei.</p><p>With Silver betraying Kreese and taking over Cobra Kai, it wouldn’t have mattered if Daniel or Johnny won, anyway. Silver was never part of the terms in the first place. There would have been nothing stopping him from continuing Cobra Kai had Miyagi Do or Eagle Fang won the tournament.</p><p>Johnny will presumably be going after Miguel in Mexico, so him no longer being a sensei also doesn’t matter.</p><p>Meanwhile, Daniel brings in Chozen, who will be able to teach Miyagi Do in his place, arguably even better than he did. I imagine Johnny’s students will also join in, as Chozen’s more aggressive form of Miyagi Do would certainly appeal to them.</p><p>This opens the door for Daniel and Johnny to actually be able to attend to family matters, I suppose. Johnny has to find Miguel, and the ending to season 4 also suggests he might have an opening to start patching things up with Robby.</p><p>Daniel has a situation with Anthony to deal with since Kenny will presumably be coming for him next season. As Vanessa helpfully pointed out, Anthony’s problem behavior ultimately stems from bad parenting, so it will be up to Daniel and Amanda to fix it, while probably also teaching him to defend himself. </p><p>I also look forward to a possible bond between Chozen and Eli. They both committed horrible actions out of feeling bullied/dishonored. They both found themselves alienated from someone who cared for them, but who also forgave and took them back (Sato and Demetri). Chozen might be the only one who may be able to help Eli address any lingering shame he feels over what he did.</p><p>I do think Terry Silver will find himself in trouble, though. Robby isn’t crazy about him, and now Tory knows that he bribed the ref. She seemed very upset when she overheard that conversation, and she probably sees her victory as tainted. She may also fear that Amanda will withdraw her support if she found out that Tory won dishonestly. The question will be if Tory comes clean about what Silver did or not. I suspect that she will visit Kreese in jail and talk to him about it.</p><p>As a final thought (for now), I remember seeing a lot of speculation over the years over who would win in a fight between Mike Barnes and Chozen. Considering Silver mentioned finding an old friend or two to help with Cobra Kai in Kreese’s absence, we might finally get to see this fight play out. My money is totally on Chozen. He’s probably the best overall fighter in the franchise.</p>
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<p>Wait, wait, wait, wait&hellip;</p><p>Wait&hellip;</p><p>Wait.</p><p>Am I really just hearing this now? Does Mike really give off a relieved sigh after Will says “not possible,” as if he was holding his breath.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://asphodel-storm.tumblr.com/post/672473746586681344/terry-save-it-for-the-tournament-kids-kreese">asphodel-storm</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Terry: Save it for the tournament, kids!</p><p>Kreese: What is this shit? </p><p>-</p><p>Terry: Fine, let&rsquo;s go after our enemies now!</p><p>Kreese: What is THIS shit? Save it for the tournament. </p><p>-</p><p>Terry: Okay, we&rsquo;re at the tournament, let'em have it!</p><p>Kreese: WHAT is this SHIT? </p></blockquote>
<p>Terry Silver, Hopelessly Baffled Sociopath</p><p>John Kreese, Conflicted and Frustrated Sociopath</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://backawayfromthegay-deactivated2.tumblr.com/post/672286126309081088">backawayfromthegay-deactivated2</a>:</p><blockquote><p>They promised us lgbtq rep in season 4 where the fuck was it</p></blockquote>
<p>This is what really bugs me. I remember seeing that Tweet or whatever it was. </p><p>I thought for sure that there would be more rep. Maybe they&rsquo;d expand on Moon and Piper. Surely they wouldn&rsquo;t break them up since it would result in the suggestion that it may just have &ldquo;been a phase&rdquo; Moon was going through. But, no, they broke them up offscreen between seasons like it didn&rsquo;t matter, apparently just so she could get back with Eli.</p><p>I think back on season 4 and wonder where the increased rep might have been. The asexual girl? As hilarious as Johnny&rsquo;s cluelessness can be, that very brief moment had everything to do with that and nothing to do with her or representation. She&rsquo;s a character we&rsquo;ll probably never see again.</p><p>I really thought they might build to Eli and Demetri. First because it seemed like Eli was glued to his side again. Second because they seemed to highlight how empty Demetri and Yasmine&rsquo;s relationship was. Third because Demetri just seemed very proud of Eli. But, no, they actually seemed to go out of their way to undercut all of that, even having Moon go back to Eli, and even <i>that</i> was horribly developed. It seemed so forced, especially when she didn&rsquo;t do anything but say stuff Demetri already said.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know if some stuff got cut or what, but there was less LGBT representation than last season, in that there was really none. Daniel and Johnny&rsquo;s low-key divorced parent energy doesn&rsquo;t count.</p><p>Was something cut out? Was there executive meddling? Was it just an outright lie? What happened here?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://asphodel-storm.tumblr.com/post/672399209046114304/hey-lia-is-all-the-same-letters-as-ali-that-was">asphodel-storm</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Hey. Lia is all the same letters as Ali. That was definitely intentional. </p></blockquote>
<p>That’s about as subtle as the Cobra Kai writers get.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://asphodel-storm.tumblr.com/post/672319927126999040/angndjcbzkcnzu-youre-right-they-could-have">asphodel-storm</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://baldwinboy5ive.tumblr.com/post/672319055387066368/even-i-as-bad-at-math-as-johnny-could-discern">baldwinboy5ive</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://asphodel-storm.tumblr.com/post/672315577483853824/wait-so-if-miyagi-fang-had-entered-the-tournament">asphodel-storm</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Wait, so if Miyagi-Fang had entered the tournament as 1 dojo they&rsquo;d have won, right? And Daniel and Johnny both knew the math made their odds way better together? And yet they still split up for petty reasons?</p><p>Just&hellip;uhg.</p></blockquote><p>Even I, as bad at math as Johnny, could discern that it would have improved their odds. They are idiots. They could have entered as a single dojo as a technicality while still training separately if they were still too pissed to work together… and then come together emotionally in the end. They are just idiots. Even the writers are idiots for not even acknowledging it, not even having a single person go “Wait, but -“ “I DON’T CARE, I’m not working with LaRusso/Lawrence!”</p><p>A begrudging partnership - because this was initially in order to beat Kreese - is what they could have done… </p><p>but no, do what you gotta do For the Drama</p></blockquote><p>Angndjcbzkcnzu</p><p>You&rsquo;re right.</p><p>They could have played things exactly the same but just registered together. </p><p>And they&rsquo;d have won. </p><p>I am on my last nerve with these two seriously </p></blockquote>
<p>Two stubborn guys doing stubborn guy things.</p><p>Just wait until season 5. Johnny will come back (hopefully with Miguel) from Mexico only to find his students at Miyagi Do. Turns out Chozen is more than capable of appealing to their desire for badassery.</p><p>Johnny: What the hell, Larusso?!</p><p>Daniel: Johnny, this is Sensei Chozen, a Miyagi Do master from Okinawa. He tried to kill me once.</p><p>Johnny: I don’t care if h&hellip;wait, really? (to Chozen) There’s no getting rid of him, y’know. He’s like a cockroach.</p><p>Chozen: Hai.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://asphodel-storm.tumblr.com/post/672310065185832960/i-honestly-think-i-need-to-check-myself-right-now">asphodel-storm</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I honestly think I need to check myself right now because this season actually wasn&rsquo;t a bad season for my ship (Demetri x Hawk). I have been feeling like it was, but what did we get?</p><p>Demetri telling Hawk he knows who he is and that he&rsquo;ll always be his best friend no matter what.</p><p>Demetri being proud of Hawk&rsquo;s design skills.</p><p>Demetri putting an arm around Hawk on the sofa.</p><p>The revelation that they made silly videos together.</p><p>Hawk being guilty over what he did to Demetri.</p><p>Hawk putting an arm around Demetri in the hall. </p><p>Hawk encouraging Demetri at the tournament. </p><p><br/></p><p>Vs last season, which put me over the edge and got me serious about shipping:</p><p>Hawk tormenting Demetri in a bullying campaign that escalated to breaking his arm, and then one (glorious) scene of him coming to his senses and saving/fighting with him.</p><p><br/></p><p>We didn&rsquo;t eat that bad this season, really. As much as the Remember They&rsquo;re Straight moments sucked. Most things I&rsquo;ve shipped have had those, honestly.</p></blockquote>
<p>There were definitely moments, but I feel like they rushed the entire Eli story. Even the friction with the others was pretty much smoothed over within the first episode when he came up with the idea for the sparring platform. I get that there are a lot of characters, but it was a glaringly off choice to make for a character who would go on to win the male tournament bracket. Demetri wasn&rsquo;t much better off, basically just being part of Eli&rsquo;s story, but he&rsquo;s still probably a tier below Eli as far as character importance to the story goes.</p><p>There was a lot of lost opportunity that I couldn&rsquo;t help but notice. Having Moon serve no purpose other than to give Eli a love interest didn&rsquo;t help, either. She didn&rsquo;t tell Eli anything that Demetri didn&rsquo;t already tell him.</p><p>One thing that really bugged me was Demetri not standing up for Eli when the others gave him a hard time. Eli clearly looked to him for support, but Demetri didn&rsquo;t back him up. That, combined with how quickly Demetri left him alone for Yasmine, has me thinking it might develop into something next season.</p><p>Like, Eli came to his senses and wants Demetri&rsquo;s friendship again, but now Demetri has a life outside of Eli. Their next challenge might be from Demetri getting caught up with his girlfriend and his other friends. </p><p>Demetri means well, but he can get caught up in his own thoughts and feelings to the point he neglects those of others. Even his attempt to get Eli to believe in himself again had a somewhat selfish undercurrent of &ldquo;Come back, we need you&rdquo; under all of the &ldquo;the mohawk didn&rsquo;t make you who you are.&rdquo; </p><p>Maybe next session we&rsquo;ll see Eli and Demetri have to figure out how to reach equilibrium in their friendship now that they&rsquo;ve both grown quite a lot.  They&rsquo;ve been something of a Yin &amp; Yang duo all along, balancing each other out. I can&rsquo;t see that changing anytime soon. </p><p>I still think these boys are closer than the show seems to dare show us. The way the writers seemed to go out of their way to constantly remind us that the boys are straight was very heavy handed. If nothing else, it tells me that the writers are aware of how some viewers interpret their relationship. Both of their relationships with their girlfriends are very shallow or undeveloped (depending on how you look at them). </p><p>Also, breaking up Moon and Piper offscreen between seasons just to let her get back with Eli was cringe worthy. I know they weren&rsquo;t developed as a couple, but it was LGBT representation, at least. And, no, having an asexual background character doesn&rsquo;t count when she just served as a setup for Johnny&rsquo;s social cluelessness (as hilarious as it can be).</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://sunsetcurve.tumblr.com/post/672299593185329152/absolutely-hooked-on-the-fact-that-when-robby">sunsetcurve</a>:</p><blockquote><p>absolutely hooked on the fact that when robby throws his gi to tory hawk throws his to demetri. the implications of that. what are we supposed to think. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/672265716754530305">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/672230050720038914/good-post-also-the-parallels-between-joyce-and">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/672226257508990976">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I was thinking about the whole ‘love makes you crazy’ message and, not to toot my own horn, but I think I have a new interpretation of the three scenes which play with this idea, either blatantly or subtextually. It’s been niggling at me for a while, and I want to try and articulate it.</p><p>1.) Flo saying it to Nancy, the introduction of this idea. She says essentially that Jonathan beat up Steve bc he was jealous and/or pissed that they insulted Nancy so badly. But, if you rewatch the scene, he actually snaps when Steve says awful things about his family. So, perhaps they’re actually subverting this idea of romantic love making people reckless and stupid - rather, it’s familial love.  Bad news for Byler? Not quite.</p><p>2.) The ‘- makes you crazy’ Mileven scene - I know I’m discussing it out of order but I’m saving Byler for last as it’s the crux of my argument. Mike did do something reckless for El - keeping her in the basement, but that was before he got to know her, and when she looked like a boy. Plus, he planned to make her part of his family, and I’ve stated before that I think Mike was suffering from major comphet that season. So really, the subtext could be saying that Mike loves El in a familial manner, and his failing to say it in a way that references romantic love reinforces that - another subtextual layer to this scene.</p><p><br/></p><p>3.) Finally, what we’ve all been waiting for, Byler. ‘Crazy together’ is unabashedly pure, devotion in it’s purest and most genuine form. Familial? No. What I think the subtext could be saying is that, by only obliquely referencing ‘love makes you crazy’, they’re showing that Byler is superior. It’s shown over and over again that Mike instinctively protects Will and respects and esteems him as a person, that he searched for Will to the best of his abilities - but he’s not reckless and stupid about Will - rather, he makes the conscious decision to love him. Mike, in this scene, is making an OFFER to Will, a conscious choice, just like he did that day in kindergarten. And Will said yes. </p><p><br/></p><p>Does that make sense? Or is it, in the immortal words of Dustin Henderson, bullshit? I think it makes sense but I’m eager to hear feedback from my fellow Bylers. </p><p><br/></p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MiejfdJZqKqQKMufs8K3CGA">@willthecleric</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MN2QPYDWU-hKHy2GzDApKCA">@ghostgirlinsatin</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Mun9XPvMhT2b5C1PlDpqixg">@awhstrangerthings</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MZviYY_mk6mQMz7Djs9ROgw">@super-nova5045</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MfcV5531iD6ucsun9HYJu9g">@piistach</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA">@0aurelion-sol0</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MyPD5bCr2Ulb8ABkX-KXokg">@madcaprainbow</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MIWK4e81WYER2vFDmxq7q6w">@bylermaybe</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MMmCchwaOXT0XN4QVt2UL_w">@mike-wheeler-is-gay</a> (he sure is) </p></blockquote><p>Good post! Also the parallels between Joyce and Mike in S1 in terms of how deeply they love him and how they were the most determined to get him back/never gave up on him. Joyce even referred to herself as crazy in that regard. Different types of love, obviously, but a strong theme and I love the parallels between them in S1.</p><p>I am one of those people who sees Byler being at the centre of the show, and so many things within the series tie back to Byler. Not many people agree with me, but yeah lol. </p></blockquote><p>TLDR: I see ‘love is crazy and stupid’ as settings a certain standard, and Byler as both referencing it and rising above it. Their relationship isn’t a jut reckless, blind passion but both instinctive caring and affection, and a committed, conscious choice to love one another. It’s a surprisingly mature love, one meant to last. <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MiejfdJZqKqQKMufs8K3CGA">@willthecleric</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MN2QPYDWU-hKHy2GzDApKCA">@ghostgirlinsatin</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MfcV5531iD6ucsun9HYJu9g">@piistach</a> </p></blockquote>
<p>I think you could be on to something here. The idea of “crazy” being an analogy for love in the Stranger Things world is rather well-established, but it’s generally been shown to come from an outside source, like Flo telling Nancy only love makes you that crazy, or Mike claiming “people say it makes you crazy” to El. Both of those situations can come across as more bad advice the younger cast gets from the older cast. Let’s not forget that Nancy and Jonathan let Murray influence their decision-making when it comes to their feelings for each other.</p><p>On the other hand, Mike and Will promising to “go crazy together” comes across as an offer that is happily accepted. I’ve seen it compared to a marriage proposal before, and I can see it. There’s never a suggestion that it’s coming from any outside source. This came from Mike, though he may have heard the “love makes you crazy” talk before, which could have put the idea in his mind. Nevertheless, even if you ignore the “it makes you crazy” romantic coding, Mike still promised to share negative experiences with Will, as if having each other made it all better. This shared vulnerability is something we never see from either character with anyone else, as Mike is far too stubborn and Will is resentful of being seen as fragile. Even if one wants to argue that we’re reading far too much into the whole “crazy together” thing, it doesn’t change the fact that Mike and Will feel safer and more secure with each other than they do with anyone else.</p>
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<p>It was very disappointing that this was the extent of these two bonding this season. </p><p>And that they actually made Piper and Moon break up offscreen just so <i>Moon </i>could be the one to give Eli his confidence back? Ugh. </p><p>Like, I didn&rsquo;t really expect too much, and I was still let down with what they did here. They could have at least taken advantage of any number of opportunities for Demetri to show concern for Eli instead of swapping spit with Yasmine.</p><p>Ugh, sorry, I&rsquo;m ranting. </p><p>At least we got Purple Hawk, as shortlived as it was.</p>
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Body: <p>Sorry I’ve been quiet over my break. Turns out the virus I had was (is?) Covid. I got tested on Sunday, but only just now got the results. It pisses me off, too, since I’ve been very careful. </p><p>I’m also a bit upset that Cobra Kai did my ship dirty in season 4. I did say I didn’t expect 80s bros to have a legit LGBT ship, but it’s almost like they went out of their way to keep those two boys from having meaningful moments that would have made a lot of sense to have.</p><p>And Betty White died. 2021 really wanted to get some final cheap shots in.</p>
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<p>It’s actually the US Bullion Depository, which is next to Fort Knox, but it’s become more well known as Fort Knox than the actual military base at this point. </p><p>It houses a great deal of the nation’s gold supply, as well as valuables and other strategic reserves. As a result, it is an <i>extremely </i>secure site.</p><p>Yes, it was in <i>Goldfinger </i>(both the novel and the movie), which featured the titular villain either stealing or irradiating (depending on if you read or watch it) the gold held within.</p><p>Should it come up in the world of Stranger Things, who knows what else it could contain or how it could be used in the plot. Might the Russians be trying to create a Gate to get inside? The Soviet economy was struggling in the 80s, so it wouldn’t be out of the question.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/671871783253704704">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><h2><b>I know one thing for sure&hellip;</b></h2><h2><b>&hellip;and it&rsquo;s that one of these two is afraid of spiders.</b></h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="715" data-orig-width="1433"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ddd4246241d64b916d2e74fd801b4463/606e258debf846ff-f8/s640x960/e6b2ebd55bd2b4a4be303a049876fbc9e4c9a746.jpg" data-orig-height="715" data-orig-width="1433"/></figure></div><p><b>I don&rsquo;t care, I know it&rsquo;s a headcanon but it writes itself. And thereby, I proclaim it as a canon fact whether you like it or not.</b></p><h2><b>There&rsquo;s always one queer afraid of spiders, it&rsquo;s the only cliché trope allowed over here.</b></h2></blockquote>
<p>I don&rsquo;t want to support such a ridiculous trope&hellip;</p><p>But I&rsquo;m absolutely terrified of spiders. Big, small, it makes no difference. I can&rsquo;t even stand to look at photos of them.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/671789363391332352">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/agayobsessedwithmurder/671786888476213248">agayobsessedwithmurder</a>:</p><blockquote><p>when they&rsquo;re childhood friends (and lovers)</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480" data-tumblr-attribution="bypowers:UGBjfvtIRkn6QPdOC92DUw:Zg8akZ2lMnsV6"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1f7b46829da5ac2a5588059d5b65cd30/0bed0c070e09525f-cc/s640x960/66d5fe56b0f68ea241d3a0be5744e9e25e2a226f.gif" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="640" data-tumblr-attribution="filmmakingismylife16:oeXTxOd4SNYrszhcuCMkkQ:Zp626gZfm8u_uy00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/07efe44e4331260e010c64980725d283/0bed0c070e09525f-84/s640x960/37beb56b0dc3d892ef19f68b17996cc0de00e383.gif" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="640"/></figure></div></blockquote><p><b>Oh god! XD <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </b></p><p><b>I hope you get what you want in the end. At least what you think this show needs to do.</b></p><p><b>But I can&rsquo;t comment on it since I have not watched it.</b></p></blockquote>
<p>Sadly, I don&rsquo;t expect Eli and Demetri to be taken down a romantic road. Cobra Kai seems like it&rsquo;s written by a couple 80s dudebros. Still, there is plenty there if they did decide to go down that route.</p><p>Mike and Will on the other hand, that&rsquo;s almost a lock at this point.</p>
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<p>Will the Wise being Vecna would be an acceptable twist. I’d very much prefer that over the overarching villain being some character we never met until nearly the end.</p><p>I can’t say I know how they’d reconcile him impacting things back in 1959, though.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/671296419328622592">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>I really feel like s4 might be  the season of flashbacks&hellip;</h2><p>We will probably get <span class="npf_color_monica">flashbacks of the  rainbow room</span> (el), <span class="npf_color_monica">Vietnam</span> (hopper), <span class="npf_color_monica">creel house </span>(1950s/ Creel family ). But also if that was lonnie&rsquo;s actor at the table read we may get <span class="npf_color_monica">Will/ Jonathan flashbacks relating to their dad</span>. <strike>Maybe even Max/billy flashbacks? </strike></p><p>Duffers said for s4 something has been &ldquo;long<b> burried</b>&rdquo; and connects everything.  Perhaps its a reference to the expression of &ldquo;<b>burried</b> <span class="npf_color_monica"><b>memories</b></span><b>&rsquo;.</b> <i>Memories that are tra*matic that you wish to forget. </i> <strike>Heck ,W</strike><strike>ill&rsquo;s &quot;now memories&rdquo; looked like (burried)underground tunnels- similar to the labs  . </strike>Maybe why the song in the opera &ldquo;the women crazed with love &rdquo; played in the hnl pre-teaser . The character Nina sang this song and <b>blocked out tra*matic </b><span class="npf_color_monica"><b>memories</b></span><b>.  So maybe we&rsquo;ll see multiple characters&rsquo; tra*matic memories&hellip;</b></p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="348" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3b174e538c6d41e5a12e074fe66337a3/dac8d96009870b3b-76/s640x960/02746ec1f41cb817aba941a289df9d0b243bf00c.jpg" data-orig-height="348" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="304" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/051e34ca7010db455bda147a461d197e/dac8d96009870b3b-ff/s640x960/1c1c8256a1c809247ec55ed6f3895d37e928c2a6.jpg" data-orig-height="304" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p><strike>Also Nina was an alleged Russian psychic/and there is the ep title &ldquo;Nina Project &rdquo; may be a ref to that. </strike></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p>As we ever so slowly approach season 4, I want to discuss what is, to me, a very intriguing bit of speculation. The more I think about it, the more I’m convinced that Mike’s season 4 arc will deal with him being in the closet. </p><figure data-orig-width="1200" data-orig-height="603" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e58a19060afa20de49c1b9713a3b8097/20da9dda9209e867-5c/s540x810/d9d44249729e2462c90d3ec81b8d64f44d2221a2.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1200" data-orig-height="603"/></figure><p>I know there’s fans out there who like to depict Mike as being adorably in love with Will, but I’m afraid that we aren’t going to see anything like that, at least, not in season 4. I started thinking about this because of those “leaks” about Mike ignoring Will when he comes to visit.</p><p>When we last saw Mike, he was saying his goodbyes to Will and El, specifically in that order. He talked to Will in a guarded, but still earnest, manner. He was afraid Will would move on from him, but Will assured him that it was “not possible.” He then went to talk to El, oddly enough, in front of a closet. This was an awkward goodbye, as Mike tried to play dumb about having said he loved her before. When El kissed Mike, he didn’t respond. He stood there, eyes open, and looked confused when she walked off. </p><p>The big moments seem to come after all of this. When the Byers pull away, we get a shot focused on Mike.</p><figure data-orig-width="600" data-orig-height="300" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7967ad374dea21d97b8e779ddbb65b46/20da9dda9209e867-41/s540x810/ebbaf5d80338a2cdab4d2a4e00c43c0a0d68c8f3.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="600" data-orig-height="300"/></figure><p>He’s sad, but visibly moreso than the others. When the others leave, he lingers behind. </p><figure data-orig-width="298" data-orig-height="298"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8b2f61cea2e8bf0f2ea7135474d2451c/20da9dda9209e867-3e/s540x810/07f00375155d6d8e947f69fd893edb463d611fec.gif" alt="image" data-orig-width="298" data-orig-height="298"/></figure><p>Looking at his face, you can see he’s grappling with emotion. His mouth opens and closes as if he has words he can’t manage to say. He eventually sets off, but not before looking back.</p><figure data-orig-width="749" data-orig-height="931" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/dabe00103080c31cfa35028b3be328fa/20da9dda9209e867-7c/s540x810/5ba9c5597fe92de19dc9f952f56f893ebaf2b6fe.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="749" data-orig-height="931"/></figure><p>That’s a heartbreaking look right there. He’s looking back at Will’s house knowing he won’t ever bike back there again.</p><p>When he gets home, he seems in shock, almost catatonic. He stops and stands in the middle of the room, stiffly and unblinking. In a callback to when he returned home after Will’s “body” was found, Karen sees him and comes to give him a motherly hug.</p><figure data-orig-width="268" data-orig-height="176"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/57d8281d0ca6ba9e92b6878595b175d3/20da9dda9209e867-92/s540x810/9348b8b31f8034b6b4e8a28a0f37d67868964698.gif" alt="image" data-orig-width="268" data-orig-height="176"/></figure><p>Mike accepts the hug, but remains emotionless. The most we get is him looking down at the very end. Mike has feelings that he has no idea what to do with. I don’t think it’s because he’s dealing with losing Will and El. He’d be far more visibly sad if that were the case. Mike is an emotional guy. Even as a teenager, I think he’d noticeably be in anguish, if not outright crying onto his mother’s shoulder. This is someone who is temporarily blocking out emotion because of what it could mean.</p><p>The ending of season 3 could very well be when Mike first considered that he may be gay. Losing Will has always been a fear for him, and he may have finally figured out why.</p><p>It seems very intentional that Mike was left hanging like this. This has allowed fans to interpret things very differently depending on who you ask. Using available character and setting developments, though, I intend to hypothesize what I believe will be Mike’s most likely arc for season 4.</p><p>Mike now knows something isn’t quite “normal” about him. His likely response is to deny it, hide it, and, possibly, condemn it. This is where any tension between him and Will might originate. </p><p>Mike is probably eager to get out of Hawkins. He may well be under heavy pressure to get a girlfriend, and any claims of his girlfriend “who moved away” would start to seem like a tired excuse after a while. This can come from multiple sources, including peers, other Party members, or even his own family. A visit to California would not only allow him a break from that pressure, but it could also give him some “proof” that he still has his out-of-state girlfriend.</p><p>Since we know that Will is doing a hero project on Alan Turing, there’s also a big possibility that he’s now going to be bullied in Lenora Hills like he was in Hawkins. We got a glimpse of El getting mistreated, so it’s not really a stretch to think Will gets it, too.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="421" data-orig-width="620"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fc6e8b5e2cc361a19e3dbd114588acfd/20da9dda9209e867-a0/s540x810/b8ba7c5f2ab352c737d2c55c90c70cb6337a2e1d.png" data-orig-height="421" data-orig-width="620"/></figure><p>Will may not have done the project on him because the man was gay. Will may not have even known that, at least before doing the project. A nerd doing a project on the father of computer science checks out. Still, if other kids make the connection, especially if Will mentions it in the project, then I imagine it’ll be open season on him. This project appears to be due right before Spring Break, when Mike is scheduled to visit.</p><p>Will is likely to keep his mouth shut about any bullying, especially if it’s gay-related. He may have thought he escaped that, and he wouldn’t want anyone to know it’s happening again. Unfortunately, El wouldn’t be likely to know to keep quiet about that, especially since she’s getting bullied, too. He may try to explain it to her without her knowing the specifics, and, perhaps, she will do well with it, at least at first. She’ll no doubt be confused, but she’ll understand that he doesn’t want Jonathan, Joyce, or Mike to know.</p><p>What may happen in season 4 is that 1) El lets slip to Mike that Will is being bullied for being gay, probably in the course of talking about her own bullying, or 2) Mike witnesses the bullying. </p><p>Mike will probably already be keeping Will at an arm’s length when he arrives. This wouldn’t be out of cruelty, but, rather, because Will reminds him of what he’s trying to ignore. Mike is likely to double down on El as his girlfriend, all the while trying to avoid any overly intimate moments with her. This will create some tension, and Mike may be visibly guilty about it, but believe it to be for everyone’s own good. In his mind, the last thing Will probably wants is to find out his best friend has a thing for him, and that’s if Mike is even willing to consciously admit that to himself.</p><p>Mike finding out Will is again being bullied for being gay may make it all too real for him. He likely thought Will would be away from all of that. When he finds out why it happened, he may criticize Will on doing his project on Alan Turing. He wouldn’t be trying to be mean, but he would be thinking in terms of the same self-preservation he’s been working on. Will, of course, would take it as disapproval, especially if Mike is overly blunt and defensive about it. Mike might also want to avoid associating with Will out of fear that people might pick up on his own internal struggle. </p><p>This could lead to the rumored argument between Mike and Jonathan. A defensive, closeted Mike might be so harsh in his disapproval of Will’s project, as a result of him overidentifying with the bullying, that he might come across as a bully himself. It could create a rift between them that is similar, but altogether different, from what was seen in season 3. </p><p>Internalized homophobia is a powerful thing. Mike and Will both have their own obstacles to overcome in regards to their feelings. Mike’s, however, are defined by self-loathing. He’s been brought up to see being gay as a bad thing. He’s never thought less of Will for the bullying he received, but that was before being gay became such a real thing. Before now, Mike was always able to see it as one of those things that happened to other people in other parts of the country. Now that he’s starting to realize what’s going on, the last thing he wants is to encounter it in his own life. He doesn’t have any ill will for Will, but the bullying, and the possibility Will is gay, only make the whole situation too real for Mike. He can’t ignore his own feelings if he has to acknowledge Will’s situation, as well.</p><p>Mike will badly need someone or something to help him get past seeing being gay as bad. This is unlikely to happen within the scope of season 4. Perhaps it might start to develop towards the end, after they return to Hawkins. If anyone could help with this situation, it would be Robin. Having a positive role model is an important step for someone coming to terms with being LGBT, especially in an environment like a conservative, rural town in the 80s. Steve may be important, too, as he’s a regular, “cool” guy who easily shifted from seeing Robin as a love interest to a best friend.</p><p>I know a lot of people are already looking ahead to Mike and Will being happy together, but the journey is just as, if not more, important as the destination. Mike is going to be alternating between concern for Will and fear of Will’s situation being his own. It’s not his feelings for Will that upset him. It’s the implication of what it means for him in the grand scheme of things. Mike just wants to be normal and accepted, and this is another thing keeping him from that. In a perfect world, he’d have both, but, instead, he’ll have to choose. Unfortunately, he’s not ready to do that, yet, and it will almost certainly get messy before he comes to terms with it all.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/674939905421524992">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/tolkienmercury-deactivated20220/674939474538561536">tolkienmercury-deactivated20220</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/674939272162344960">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/tolkienmercury-deactivated20220/674938859393564672">tolkienmercury-deactivated20220</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Noah&rsquo;s Instagram story&hellip;👀</p></blockquote><p>I don’t really follow the actors much, and I try not to, but I couldn’t resist the opportunity for this gif.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="280" data-orig-width="498"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/60c3e0c1ce027180ae79bfb03eb996f9/9b59d7256d3cb113-50/s640x960/d3fca7b717627500be65a9e5540441bb07d1bd2d.gif" data-orig-height="280" data-orig-width="498"/></figure></div><p>White Vision has no idea what you’re talking about!</p></blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1334" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fa2ee0d9da06fa553d8bdeea1de0c157/68a5c5f807b644c9-b2/s640x960/73256f7cf09e0501d7a3a9136626423b11b55ee7.jpg" data-orig-height="1334" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><p>Here ya go!!</p></blockquote><p><b>Let&rsquo;s not get ahead of ourselves&hellip;</b></p><p><b>But&hellip;</b></p><p><b>Interesting choice of poster Noah. My spidey sense is tingling. (Anything bringing us back to season 1 is worth looking into.)</b></p></blockquote>
<p>I just assumed he has a framed poster that he used like a mirror to take this photo. Though, I guess it&rsquo;s likely that he&rsquo;d have them for the other seasons, too, so your spider sense might still be valid.</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "d3fca7b717627500be65a9e5540441bb07d1bd2d.gif",
 "73256f7cf09e0501d7a3a9136626423b11b55ee7.jpg"

Post id: 674939272162344960
Date: 2022-01-31 23:37:28 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/674939272162344960
Slug: i-dont-really-follow-the-actors-much-and-i-try
Reblog key: WSfCBQYT
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/tolkienmercury-deactivated20220/674938859393564672
Reblog name: tolkienmercury-deactivated20220
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/tolkienmercury-deactivated20220/674938859393564672">tolkienmercury-deactivated20220</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Noah&rsquo;s Instagram story&hellip;👀</p></blockquote>
<p>I don’t really follow the actors much, and I try not to, but I couldn’t resist the opportunity for this gif.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="280" data-orig-width="498"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/60c3e0c1ce027180ae79bfb03eb996f9/9b59d7256d3cb113-50/s640x960/d3fca7b717627500be65a9e5540441bb07d1bd2d.gif" data-orig-height="280" data-orig-width="498"/></figure></div><p>White Vision has no idea what you’re talking about!</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "d3fca7b717627500be65a9e5540441bb07d1bd2d.gif"

Post id: 674774850073722880
Date: 2022-01-30 04:04:03 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/674774850073722880
Slug: hm-thats-a-bit-of-a-stretch-for-me-but-not
Reblog key: yK4oqgft
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/674759623815856128
Reblog name: cmollyo-deactivated20221107
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/674759623815856128">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Anyone else notice that when Mike comes into the room in 308 to see El struggling with the teddy bear he says ‘they’ll come back, I know they will’. It sounds like he’s talking about her powers, and he probably is, but given that he just came off of a flirty-af convo with Will, it’s hard not to see it as both reassuring El about her powers, and subconsciously reassuring himself about the Byers’s coming back. About <i>Will</i> coming back. He then takes Will’s bear down, and El proceeds to hold it between them while they stand in front of an open closet. Yeah. </p><p>Idk, I feel like the writers would have been especially careful about the closing dialogue given how monumental a change is occurring during these scenes, and given that these are the last we’re seeing of these characters for the time being (a good long time, actually). ‘You’ll get your powers back, I know you will’ would have worked equally well and been just as clear. I’d be less inclined to believe this if it wasn’t for how byler-heavy this sequence is in general. </p><p>Thoughts? <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MiejfdJZqKqQKMufs8K3CGA">@willthecleric</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MN2QPYDWU-hKHy2GzDApKCA">@ghostgirlinsatin</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </p><p>(I really hope we get Thanksgivings and Christmas flashbacks) </p></blockquote>
<p>Hm, that’s a bit of a stretch for me, but not necessarily out of the question. He probably was thinking about them coming to visit while he walked in there considering he’s pretty quick to bring up the potential holiday visits. It’s possible he was trying to both reassure El that her powers would come back while also trying to reassure himself that they’d be returning someday. Considering how quickly Mike falls apart after the Byers leave, it’s not hard to believe that he was probably trying hard to keep himself together up to that point. </p><p>I don’t know if we’ll get holiday flashbacks, but I imagine we’ll at least get references. </p><p>Speaking of flashbacks, I’m still wondering if they’ll show that deleted scene from season 1 where Mike bikes home while crying after Will’s “body’ was pulled from the water. It would just drive home the similarities between that part of season 1 and the ending of season 3. Mike can’t cope with losing Will, and he may also not be able to cope with what that means for him.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 674744741457494016
Date: 2022-01-29 20:05:30 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/674744741457494016
Slug: im-inclined-to-agree-with-you-i-dont-think-el
Reblog key: kp6FMCm0
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/tolkienmercury-deactivated20220/674738723084238848
Reblog name: tolkienmercury-deactivated20220
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/tolkienmercury-deactivated20220/674738723084238848">tolkienmercury-deactivated20220</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="955" data-orig-width="1908"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3e414d17642cc7970c0e820e9b0ff57b/52e61c35186c0604-05/s640x960/5e57f37961f1a27e01593cee5ed8ec9f4ae0f136.jpg" data-orig-height="955" data-orig-width="1908"/></figure></div><p>People think Mike and Will are looking at an injured El here but I&rsquo;m just gonna go ahead and say that is incorrect. If it was El, Will would be looking more upset and distraught. Plus, this seems to be right after the home invasion and El doesn&rsquo;t appear to even be near the house when that&rsquo;s happening. So yeah, I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s her. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="317" data-orig-width="563"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/785af5083337205406c7dcc63d6bf001/52e61c35186c0604-4d/s640x960/0f4aea06d54e8cc8775d02b0454e5fec79092010.jpg" data-orig-height="317" data-orig-width="563"/></figure></div><p>So here&rsquo;s my theory&hellip;they&rsquo;re looking at the guy in the white shirt, whoever he is. He probably just got shot in the midst of all the chaos. This to me, seems way more likely than El being the injured one they are looking at. </p></blockquote>
<p>I’m inclined to agree with you. I don’t think El is even at the house at this point. I think she’s already in that police transport van that gets chased and surrounded in the teaser.</p><p>This is probably where the Pizza Party realizes they don’t know who they can trust and are on their own.</p><p>The only thing I’m unsure of is whether that guy is a local cop, one of Owens’ men, or perhaps even someone Owens planted in the local police department.</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "5e57f37961f1a27e01593cee5ed8ec9f4ae0f136.jpg",
 "0f4aea06d54e8cc8775d02b0454e5fec79092010.jpg"

Post id: 674731787547754496
Date: 2022-01-29 16:39:36 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/674731787547754496
Slug: im-afraid-this-is-where-i-tend-to-diverge-from-my
Reblog key: QaezFt8h
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/674728123557920768
Reblog name: cmollyo-deactivated20221107
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/674728123557920768">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p class="npf_quote">A big post about the ST YT Mileven vids</p><p>(Went onto the ST Yt channel a few days ago to view the teasers, and saw these. Just wanted to get out my thoughts, and to reassure people just in case anyone has seen them. Also, I accidentally posted the beginning of this post a few days, instead of saving it in my drafts *facepalm*, so that’s deleted and here is the actual post. Just wanted to clarify that in case anyone was confused seeing the other one. View this as my masterpost, in conjunction with my 308 meta [linked at bottom]) </p><p>(Both videos linked at bottom, also)</p><p>This: =//=, will indicate where I move on to discussing video two </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/567deb62d2b4337e96a966bef71df6b4/21368f799f6008d1-b5/s640x960/26b06dad0654a93b62b2cef7acd0706af2b9abed.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/76b3c28d2212d340340d6390b5dc3c4a/21368f799f6008d1-31/s640x960/18b6c9f2adf1b23a4c2d0a8babc2b2ce58276e09.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p><b>Point One: </b>The ST social media’s have a pattern of being pro-Mileven on the surface, but of being pro-byler once you actually do even the barest minimum of analysis, and sometimes being pro-byler in a more straightforward way (list at end of posts about the various social medias), much like the actual show. IF we’re right and they’re making a larger point about heteronormativity, they can’t give away the game now, they have to outwardly promote Mileven. Plus, they wouldn’t want to alienate a huge portion of their fan base. “Happy love month” Valentine’s Day is regularly criticised for being commercialised to the point of having lost all meaning, all red hearts and cards and flowers and presents and gushy sentimentality, any raw emotion stripped away. Actually quite similar to the criticisms of s3 - and if <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> and <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> are right, there’s a larger commentary going on - so the VD reference could play into that meta-narrative. Also, there is a larger trend in recent years of people pushing back on this and choosing to celebrate all kinds of love - eg <b>friendship</b> and <b>family. </b>Both types of love have been connected to Mileven narratively. Now, maybe I’m overanalysing, but i imagine a lot of thought goes into these videos and their descriptions, so I doubt it. And as we all know, this is a show that puts emphasis on looking deeper, and not just accepting things at face-value. </p><p class="npf_link" data-npf="{&quot;type&quot;:&quot;link&quot;,&quot;url&quot;:&quot;https://href.li/?https://nerdist.com/article/valentines-day-history-commercialization/&quot;,&quot;display_url&quot;:&quot;https://href.li/?https://nerdist.com/article/valentines-day-history-commercialization/&quot;,&quot;title&quot;:&quot;The Murky History (and Clear Commercialization) of Valentine's Day - Nerdist&quot;,&quot;description&quot;:&quot;The origins of Valentine's Day may be murky, but one aspect is clear: its path from handmade love letters to commercialization.&quot;,&quot;site_name&quot;:&quot;Nerdist&quot;,&quot;poster&quot;:[{&quot;media_key&quot;:&quot;d8ea5b9246c0733bdad3f897c7eef16e:21368f799f6008d1-7d&quot;,&quot;type&quot;:&quot;image/jpeg&quot;,&quot;width&quot;:1200,&quot;height&quot;:676}]}"><a href="https://href.li/?https://nerdist.com/article/valentines-day-history-commercialization/" target="_blank">The Murky History (and Clear Commercialization) of Valentine&rsquo;s Day - Nerdist</a></p><p><a href="https://href.li/?https://nerdist.com/article/valentines-day-history-commercialization/">https://nerdist.com/article/valentines-day-history-commercialization/</a></p><p>(I wonder now if s5 is going to be set around February. We’ve gotten the Christmas season, the Halloween season, the July 4th season and now we’re going to get a season set around Easter.) </p><p><b>Point two: </b>as <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MN2QPYDWU-hKHy2GzDApKCA">@ghostgirlinsatin</a> has observed in this post, this scene is very telling in terms of Mike forcing himself to like El. He frames affection for her in terms what he ‘should’ do repeatedly, with comphet maturity, and it continues here. “Like old people say sometimes”. </p><p>He can’t even say ‘I love you’, JUST LIKE Nancy couldn’t spit it out when confronted by Steve - observed by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>. And as ghostgirlinsatin has detailed in the post, the scene is full of negative imagery, and the way they’re sitting parallel Steve and Robin in the same ep - also observed by kaypeace21</p><p>*<a href="https://ghostgirlinsatin.tumblr.com/post/658462638726103040/hi-irene-i-was-wondering-if-you-have-any-thoughts"> https://ghostgirlinsatin.tumblr.com/post/658462638726103040/hi-irene-i-was-wondering-if-you-have-any-thought</a>s</p><p>**<a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/658533312399294465/many-thoughts-xd-either-you-get-it-or-you-dont"> https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/658533312399294465/many-thoughts-xd-either-you-get-it-or-you-don</a>t</p><p>***<a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/637132688636133377/yeah-i-think-mileven-parallels-both-of-steves"> https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/637132688636133377/yeah-i-think-mileven-parallels-both-of-steve</a>s</p><p><b>Point Three: </b>you’d think they would at least choose to post the 308 scene of El confessing to Mike* **, or 306 where Mike ‘confesses’**. (Although those are problematic in their own ways, lmao)</p><p>*<a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/624493976981028864/ignoring-the-fact-that-they-sound-like-a-married"> https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/624493976981028864/ignoring-the-fact-that-they-sound-like-a-marrie</a>d (part two and three of this post are also great) </p><p>**<a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/668368792569708544/realised-with-the-help-of-1980shorrorfilms"> https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/668368792569708544/realised-with-the-help-of-1980shorrorfilm</a>s</p><p>***<a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/670560521305686016/hello-there-is-one-thing-in-the-stranger-things"> https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/670560521305686016/hello-there-is-one-thing-in-the-stranger-thing</a>s (credit to <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a> for the og post, and for the PowerPoint which I will also link at the end) </p><p><b>Point four. </b>I will just take the opportunity to slide in some posts about how Byler are constantly paired up, while El and Mike are often framed in visual opposition, or else standing far away. When they aren’t, it’s ALWAYS El initiating, and Mike not reciprocating.</p><p>*<a href="https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/659704772467851264/byler-vs-mileven-being-on-the-same-page"> https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/659704772467851264/byler-vs-mileven-being-on-the-same-pag</a>e</p><p>**<a href="https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/651541497188073472/byler-pairings"> https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/651541497188073472/byler-pairing</a>s</p><p>Slides 155-156 in the PP.</p><p>Also, in this post there is a reference to how the things Dustin hands Will and shows to Mike and Eleven are meaningful, and don’t bode well for the latter as a couple. Please note that Eleven is clinging to Mike, and that he literally could not care less: <a href="https://ghostgirlinsatin.tumblr.com/post/655431495847149568/turn-back-the-clock-bylermlevenjancy-growing">https://ghostgirlinsatin.tumblr.com/post/655431495847149568/turn-back-the-clock-bylermlevenjancy-growing</a></p><p>                                                                                             =//=</p><p>Now, onto the second video. There are eleven (haha) scenes so I’ll go through them one-by-one. Strap in. </p><p>(Two quick things to observe; one, that thumbnail is extremely saccharine. If we’re all right about s3 being a meta-commentary on lack of communication and on shallow commerciality, that doesn’t bode well. Also, they quick opening bit is Hopper peering through the door crack to see them kissing. He yells, El looks shocked and annoyed, Mike looks… completely nonchalant. Like he doesn’t care about being interrupted rudely by the father of the girl he ‘loves’. Again, CHOICES WERE MADE). </p><p><b>Scene One: </b>he goes to grab her tattoo, she flinches, he apologises and she explains her name. It’s very sweet and awkward, but not the stuff of romance. El literally has been out of the lab for like two days max, there’s no way she knows what romance is, and this is the second time she’s been shown affection (first was Benny), and the first time she’s been offered anything resembling a home</p><p><b>Scene Two: </b>the ‘you saved me, you’re not the monster’ bit from Mike, followed by a three way hug. This moment is about the power of their friendship (I hope we see this friendship trio again in s4 and 5). Also, prior to this she made Mike ‘fly’ in front of Troy, who said Will was ‘flying around with all the other fairies’ because he’s gay. This wouldn’t be as strong a  point if Troy hadn’t described it to Hopper as ‘she can make you fly’. This isn’t a huge point or anything, but it’s neat, and in conjunction with everything else it’s a bit suspicious. She’s also wearing Nancy’s dress. </p><p><b>Scene Three: </b>the really awkward kiss. I’ll just drop the post* in which Kaypeace points out that he’s consistently using gender neutral pronouns. ‘Someone’. He could have easily said ‘when a boy likes a girl he takes her to the Snow Ball’, and she could have been confused over the definition of ‘likes?in this context. He could have gotten flustered trying to to explain that, and then just given up and kissed her. There, took me five seconds to write that, and it doesn’t have a ‘Mike is at least bi’ vibe. Also, she still looks boyish here. In the bathroom in 107 Eleven was the one approaching Mike to kiss him (which is concerning tbh considering her background), Mike didn’t move. Parallels that moment in 209. </p><p>*<a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/187036237693/why-i-no-longer-think-mike-is-bi-but-gay"> https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/187036237693/why-i-no-longer-think-mike-is-bi-but-ga</a>y - also peep what the duffers say about it being ‘KIND OF, SORT OF a first crush’. Huh. Almost like there’s more to it than that. </p><p><b>Scene Four: </b>they<b> </b>splice<b> </b>his radio calls on days 352 and 353 together, making sure to include that he senses her, but just up and walks away*.Also, HOLY FUCK the blanket surrounding the fort has lots of rainbows. Idk if anyone else has noticed that specific rainbow detail. <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a> you guys are the og people to notice all the rainbows - this is a fun extra visual.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d72b14a7fb39212e62975d2c32ca0e35/21368f799f6008d1-ce/s640x960/dde08a2e34538454cc7cad418bbb90a62045bb52.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p>*<a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/669458293647982592/i-found-the-corresponding-screenshots-for-this"> https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/669458293647982592/i-found-the-corresponding-screenshots-for-thi</a>s - the og post is linked in this, this just has visuals.</p><p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/669458293647982592/i-found-the-corresponding-screenshots-for-this","display_url":"https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/669458293647982592/i-found-the-corresponding-screenshots-for-this","title":"Molly","description":"I found the corresponding screenshots for this* post, after finding a less-than-legal copy of Stranger Things online. \n202, where Mike walks","site_name":"Molly","poster":[{"media_key":"be1d22f7465c9a1f0e470f80c34d6a5c:21368f799f6008d1-fc","type":"image/png","width":1536,"height":2048}]}'><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/669458293647982592/i-found-the-corresponding-screenshots-for-this" target="_blank">Molly</a></p><p><b>Scene Five:</b> the reunion in 209. Nothing much to say, this is one of the most awesome and satisfying scenes of the show. They leave out the bit where they actually hug, probably because he straight-up lied there when he said he ‘never gave up’ on her. </p><p>(Slide 179 of the PowerPoint by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a>, linked at bottom) </p><p><b>Scene Six: </b>The Snow Ball. They cut out the bit where El comes in, and Mike genuinely looks fucking depressed lmao.* Also, the song is foreboding**. The Mileven kiss was pushed for by Millie, it wasn’t what they were intending. Mike and El are paralleled to Dustin and Nancy, and Mike starts moping after Will goes off to dance with that girl - this is elaborated on in kaypeace’s ‘why Mike is gay’ meta linked above and in slides 114-119 of the PowerPoint </p><p>*<a href="https://bylermaybe.tumblr.com/post/667516458241245184/lets-talk-about-the-snow-ball"> https://bylermaybe.tumblr.com/post/667516458241245184/lets-talk-about-the-snow-bal</a>l</p><p>**<a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/638248252353003520/especiallynothim-i-dont-think-they-know-the"> </a><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/638248252353003520/especiallynothim-i-dont-think-they-know-the">https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/638248252353003520/especiallynothim-i-dont-think-they-know-the</a> - Kaypeace also has several posts analysing songs in general </p><p>Scene Seven: the ‘three-inch minimum’ scene followed by the bit where Mike is riding on the bike and they’re laughing about Hopper. She says ‘wish I was still with you’ and he scowls. ‘yeah, me too. See you tomorrow, alright?’ <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> pointed that out in the gay Mike meta linked above. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8be7098987eed090101e602e1ce6e393/21368f799f6008d1-86/s640x960/7e7ca0a1bcb05bc523d23258099a37363dbe8c7f.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fa848c58312ee9afdce0164ed7feb66c/21368f799f6008d1-d4/s640x960/3a8514cd5346a5e2a627d0ced22b1ca2c4ce8e33.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p>Scene Eight: the infamous ‘I love her and can’t lose her again’ scene. I can’t say anything that hasn’t already been said by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a> (linked above) </p><p>Scene Nine: the ‘blank makes you crazy’ scene. I’ll be linking lots of social media proof at the bottom, and I’ll be linking a tweet on this that makes me and others très suspicious.</p><p>Scene 10&amp;11: the ending of 308. I have a meta on this which I’ll link at the bottom. Kaypeace has two metas on this, and it’s covered in slides 79-107 of the PowerPoint. Safe to say it’s VERY GOOD for us Bylers.</p><p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/186213898563/why-does-finn-keep-liking-byeler-art">https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/186213898563/why-does-finn-keep-liking-byeler-art</a></p><p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/189396170823/yes-good-catch-its-because-will-is-actually-in">https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/189396170823/yes-good-catch-its-because-will-is-actually-in</a></p><p>The shot of Mike watching the cars leave is often put beside the near-identical one of his watching the cars leave in 209 -  kaypeace’s yt video on why byler is endgame, 23:25-23:50, however, shows that this shot is near-identical to the shot of Mike watching WILL leave for the hospital in 201, and leave for home after the incident on the football field in 204. In all four, Mike’s reaction is cantered, and he is the most prominent. I will not deny that the ST YouTube video seems to be saying that he is watching El, but if that’s the case what’s up with how ridiculously byler heavy that ending is? Why did he look back at Will’s house? Why the parallel to 103? Why the parallel with the cars? </p><p>Video: <a href="https://href.li/?https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTBvWbGqDbc&amp;list=PLSVu1kPMpv-TpkReQxljPc93SBXHX0QNZ&amp;index=12">https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTBvWbGqDbc&amp;list=PLSVu1kPMpv-TpkReQxljPc93SBXHX0QNZ&amp;index=12</a></p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTBvWbGqDbc&amp;list=PLSVu1kPMpv-TpkReQxljPc93SBXHX0QNZ&amp;index=12" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/JTBvWbGqDbc?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><h1>ST Pro-Byler/Gay Mike Social Media Stuff: </h1><p>Noah liking au’s: <a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/673757308263841792/stonedstozier-someone-made-a-byler-au-post">https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/673757308263841792/stonedstozier-someone-made-a-byler-au-post</a></p><p>Finn liking posts: slides 206-212 includes those, and quotes from the fanmio’s where they mention byler. The first link under scene 10 discusses this as well - he liked a s3 byler fan art that’s unabashedly romantic. I posted recently about checking out the artist on insta, and he seems to have a friendship of sorts with them - she’s often on his Fanmio’s and he likes a lot of her artworks of him, but he tends not to ‘like’ the ones of his characters - he did like a Reddie one which was posted soon after the byler one. Also Netflixuk liked a post calling Mileven toxic lmaoooooo</p><p>Noah Fanmio:  <a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/671047687234355200/as-ive-pointed-out-before-this-is-excluding">https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/671047687234355200/as-ive-pointed-out-before-this-is-excluding</a></p><p><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674382227786858496/just-another-total-reach-thought-about-finn-and">https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674382227786858496/just-another-total-reach-thought-about-finn-and</a></p><p>Finn Fanmio: <a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/667780223775997952">https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/667780223775997952</a></p><p><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/670080183391404032/willthecleric-cmollyo-wiinevelvet-hi-there">https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/670080183391404032/willthecleric-cmollyo-wiinevelvet-hi-there</a></p><p><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/673939890412699648/i-checked-out-the-darypeacher-insta-acc-they">https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/673939890412699648/i-checked-out-the-darypeacher-insta-acc-they</a></p><p>The pro-byler insta posts by Netflixgeeked (used to be nxonnetflix): </p><p>Vol 2 mixtape: <a href="https://www.instagram.com/tv/CV_IY8MJW5I/?utm_medium=copy_link">https://www.instagram.com/tv/CV_IY8MJW5I/?utm_medium=copy_link</a> - they jammed in the crazy  together scene even though it doesn’t fit the tone, almost as  if they wanted to remind us all </p><p>Vol 3 mixtape: <a href="https://www.instagram.com/tv/CV_W_oIjHnl/?utm_medium=copy_link">https://www.instagram.com/tv/CV_W_oIjHnl/?utm_medium=copy_link</a> - at the end there, it’s Mike and Will bickering about ‘concerns vs sub-concerns’, followed by Murray (!) saying ‘take your lovers quarrel elsewhere’. Hmm. God I hope he meets them during s4 lol. </p><p>Funny anti-Mileven post: <a href="https://href.li/?https://www.instagram.com/p/CGYqR8BnTaW/?utm_medium=copy_link">https://www.instagram.com/p/CGYqR8BnTaW/?utm_medium=copy_link</a></p><p>BattleShip:<a href="https://href.li/?https://www.instagram.com/p/B_QdeIWJURB/?utm_medium=copy_link"> https://www.instagram.com/p/B_QdeIWJURB/?utm_medium=copy_lin</a>k - byler is given the crystal ball emoji, and they’re historically a symbol of fortune telling and <i>predicting the future. </i>Plus, ‘byler rights’. <a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/616086013542006784/kaypeace-take-a-look-at-this-sorry-i-just">https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/616086013542006784/kaypeace-take-a-look-at-this-sorry-i-jus</a></p><p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/616086013542006784/kaypeace-take-a-look-at-this-sorry-i-just","display_url":"https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/616086013542006784/kaypeace-take-a-look-at-this-sorry-i-just","title":"Molly","description":"KAYPEACE TAKE A LOOK AT THIS!!!!\nsorry I just wanted to show you this, that official Netflix account posted this and I’m almost dead here an","site_name":"Molly","poster":[{"media_key":"e7c9bb1e66d609f73bf5d7f4375834a4:21368f799f6008d1-59","type":"image/jpeg","width":720,"height":1424}]}'><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/616086013542006784/kaypeace-take-a-look-at-this-sorry-i-just" target="_blank">Molly</a></p><p>Collections of ST social media posts by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Mun9XPvMhT2b5C1PlDpqixg">@awhstrangerthings</a> </p><p>Part one: <a href="https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/648659328194297856/stranger-writers-confirm-byler-twitter-analysis">https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/648659328194297856/stranger-writers-confirm-byler-twitter-analysis</a></p><p>Part Two: <a href="https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/648659309113278464/stranger-writers-confirm-byler-twitter-analysis">https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/648659309113278464/stranger-writers-confirm-byler-twitter-analysis</a> Yet more confirmation that ‘crazy together’ was indeed a love confession*</p><p>*<a href="https://serendipitous-magic.tumblr.com/post/185822131332/crazy-together-part-2-s2e2-trick-or-treat"> https://serendipitous-magic.tumblr.com/post/185822131332/crazy-together-part-2-s2e2-trick-or-trea</a>t - everyone needs to read that, it’s the ultimate analysis of a scene that is somehow underrated in the fandom, it’s that beautiful </p><p class="npf_link" data-npf="{&quot;type&quot;:&quot;link&quot;,&quot;url&quot;:&quot;https://serendipitous-magic.tumblr.com/post/185822131332/crazy-together-part-2-s2e2-trick-or-treat&quot;,&quot;display_url&quot;:&quot;https://serendipitous-magic.tumblr.com/post/185822131332/crazy-together-part-2-s2e2-trick-or-treat&quot;,&quot;title&quot;:&quot;There's some good in this world, Mr. Frodo.&quot;,&quot;description&quot;:&quot;Crazy Together, Part 2 - S2E2, “Trick or Treat, Freak”\n-_-_-_-\n1) A note on Mike's \&quot;Sometimes I feel like I still see her\&quot; line - I know, Th&quot;,&quot;site_name&quot;:&quot;There's some good in this world, Mr. Frodo.&quot;,&quot;poster&quot;:[{&quot;media_key&quot;:&quot;110accce6f0434da5e1040028deb8d1c:21368f799f6008d1-fe&quot;,&quot;type&quot;:&quot;image/png&quot;,&quot;width&quot;:1867,&quot;height&quot;:1875}]}"><a href="https://serendipitous-magic.tumblr.com/post/185822131332/crazy-together-part-2-s2e2-trick-or-treat" target="_blank">There&rsquo;s some good in this world, Mr. Frodo.</a></p><p>Next, a post by yours truly building on an astute observation by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MWc6x19egrke8cx6QUIUEYg">@i-love-sweet-william</a>: <a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/669365298693111808/molly">https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/669365298693111808/molly</a></p><p>A suspicious photoshoot: <a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/671011128811438080/social-media-proofs">https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/671011128811438080/social-media-proofs</a></p><p>This thing of beauty: <a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674659194469810176/do-you-think-this-a-coincidence">https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674659194469810176/do-you-think-this-a-coincidence</a></p><p><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/670767818687561728/homophobia-is-my-best-friend-ive-changed-my-mind">This other thing of beauty: https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/670767818687561728/homophobia-is-my-bes</a>t-friend-ive-changed-my-mind</p><p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/670767818687561728/homophobia-is-my-best-friend-ive-changed-my-mind","display_url":"https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/670767818687561728/homophobia-is-my-best-friend-ive-changed-my-mind","title":"Molly","description":"@willthecleric I mentally scream over this every time. I honestly think this is very positive. ‘I feel him’ is so weirdly sexual out of cont","site_name":"Molly","poster":[{"media_key":"0a7679f30b2f1d21b1785f4f400d00e6:21368f799f6008d1-25","type":"image/jpeg","width":1242,"height":1743}]}'><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/670767818687561728/homophobia-is-my-best-friend-ive-changed-my-mind" target="_blank">Molly</a></p><p>NEXT, and unless I’m forgetting something best of all, two posts by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> on genuinely shocking tweets and replies by the ST twitter: </p><p><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674436640309182464/we-all-know-that-love-makes-you-crazy-but-do-you">https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674436640309182464/we-all-know-that-love-makes-you-crazy-but-do-you</a></p><p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674436640309182464/we-all-know-that-love-makes-you-crazy-but-do-you","display_url":"https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674436640309182464/we-all-know-that-love-makes-you-crazy-but-do-you","title":"MEN - why does nobody talk about this?","description":"And then his face when seeing a bunch of sweaty old dudes in a sauna isn’t one of disgust, but rather shame and confusion\nAnd it cuts to the","site_name":"Molly","poster":[{"media_key":"4c37d78cb91c7cc5589c452db974e65c:21368f799f6008d1-6e","type":"image/jpeg","width":519,"height":498}]}'><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674436640309182464/we-all-know-that-love-makes-you-crazy-but-do-you" target="_blank">MEN - why does nobody talk about this?</a></p><p><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674389051458158592/we-all-know-that-love-makes-you-crazy-but-do-you">https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674389051458158592/we-all-know-that-love-makes-you-crazy-but-do-you</a></p><p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674389051458158592/we-all-know-that-love-makes-you-crazy-but-do-you","display_url":"https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674389051458158592/we-all-know-that-love-makes-you-crazy-but-do-you","title":"Molly","description":"@willthecleric @ghostgirlinsatin @piistach what on god’s green earth is that last tweet? They so clearly intend a double meaning, I’m legit ","site_name":"Molly","poster":[{"media_key":"4c37d78cb91c7cc5589c452db974e65c:21368f799f6008d1-6e","type":"image/jpeg","width":519,"height":498}]}'><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674389051458158592/we-all-know-that-love-makes-you-crazy-but-do-you" target="_blank">Molly</a></p><p>The og tweets: </p><p>We see no difference: <a href="https://href.li/?https://twitter.com/stranger_things/status/1161002398044884992">https://twitter.com/stranger_things/status/1161002398044884992</a></p><div class="npf_row"><div><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1052" data-orig-width="1096"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b7c34962e60c689d401a1d2de3c27795/21368f799f6008d1-ae/s640x960/666610c75189ccdb3565934827954b3df294941f.jpg" data-orig-height="1052" data-orig-width="1096"/></figure><p class="tmblr-attribution"><a href="https://twitter.com/stranger_things/status/1161002398044884992" class="post_info_link post_source_app" _target="blank" rel="nofollow">View on Twitter</a></p></div></div><p>No he def does not: <a href="https://href.li/?https://twitter.com/Stranger_Things/status/1161012707723743238?s=20&amp;t=E4kzwx0Mj6BDi5FZ3QWxkA">https://twitter.com/Stranger_Things/status/1161012707723743238?s=20&amp;t=E4kzwx0Mj6BDi5FZ3QWxkA</a> (there’s a similar one nearer the top. Also, lmao at how confused so many people are) </p><p>Fill in the blank: <a href="https://href.li/?https://twitter.com/Stranger_Things/status/1159531559235571712?s=20&amp;t=rbKgYOfK5mxQwCZO-RE06A">https://twitter.com/Stranger_Things/status/1159531559235571712?s=20&amp;t=rbKgYOfK5mxQwCZO-RE06A</a></p><p>Oh, sweet El: <a href="https://href.li/?https://twitter.com/Stranger_Things/status/1159531736440692741?s=20&amp;t=ATqOrzyhJfOGbNsHlV_e_w">https://twitter.com/Stranger_Things/status/1159531736440692741?s=20&amp;t=ATqOrzyhJfOGbNsHlV_e_w</a></p><p>The trailers (very last slide of the PowerPoint): <a href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/667111994596491264/mike-in-front-of-an-open-closet-reading-els">https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/667111994596491264/mike-in-front-of-an-open-closet-reading-els</a> - peep the one/this way arro</p><p><a href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/667122930625445888/i-highly-doubt-this-is-intentional-but-showing">https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/667122930625445888/i-highly-doubt-this-is-intentional-but-showing</a></p><p>(Before I get to the last few links, I want to shout out <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4ZGYmj_vrN2MLZPmSNGmhA">@dontbipanicjonsa</a> for noticing that Mike has bi lighting in the men’s washroom: </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/701034c89badf1ea7a079f8c202d7567/21368f799f6008d1-3f/s640x960/cf4a6ca8ac90e4c5cb2bb33013123962188dbe9b.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/209cd48118ab143ebf052378c867a7be/21368f799f6008d1-0d/s640x960/13bb0b437920b439beeedb1d9aa4afacc6aadb02.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f62d7249f9cd46cc13ffdaf542ecd551/21368f799f6008d1-c7/s640x960/4c9cf3c972bdf992a2335500e1f655648294d4bd.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p>I want to post out that it then transitions to just blue - perhaps both a gay men’s flag reference and a sign that he’s chosen boys, ultimately. Also, Max is there and we all know the symbolism pertaining to her: </p><p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/648782077063495680/big-brain-moment-for-me-is-realizing-one-of-the">https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/648782077063495680/big-brain-moment-for-me-is-realizing-one-of-the</a></p><p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/631114817823997952/dragons-lair-princess-daphne">https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/631114817823997952/dragons-lair-princess-daphne</a></p><h1>At long last: </h1><p>My 308 meta:<a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/670136691719290880/thoughts-on-the-leaks-plus-a-pretty-detailed-308"> https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/670136691719290880/thoughts-on-the-leaks-plus-a-pretty-detailed-30</a>8 (note that the detail I mentioned about their feet at the end was observed by beepboop358 in the PowerPoint) </p><p>The byler PowerPoint by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a>: <a href="https://href.li/?https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vmjd4qpiLISZULPlTLrAGrc3a9FK2CpazDquxc6q9bQ/edit">https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vmjd4qpiLISZULPlTLrAGrc3a9FK2CpazDquxc6q9bQ/edit</a></p><p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://href.li/?https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vmjd4qpiLISZULPlTLrAGrc3a9FK2CpazDquxc6q9bQ/edit","display_url":"https://href.li/?https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vmjd4qpiLISZULPlTLrAGrc3a9FK2CpazDquxc6q9bQ/edit","title":"Byler Proof","description":"Byler (Will Byers and Mike Wheeler) It is undeniably real and I am going to explain why in an overwhelming and excruciating amount of detail","site_name":"Google Docs","poster":[{"media_key":"a92ce84adc21d41fadcfbdb7103b6277:21368f799f6008d1-09","type":"image/png","width":1200,"height":630}]}'><a href="https://href.li/?https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vmjd4qpiLISZULPlTLrAGrc3a9FK2CpazDquxc6q9bQ/edit" target="_blank">Byler Proof</a></p><p>The videos themselves: </p><p><a href="https://href.li/?https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVEa2kJ5ZgI&amp;t=8s">https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVEa2kJ5ZgI&amp;t=8s</a></p><p><a href="https://href.li/?https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2LTIRAEhj6U&amp;t=307s">https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2LTIRAEhj6U&amp;t=307s</a></p><p>I’ll also throw in links to my Spotify byler playlist and my playlist of Byler tributes on YouTube:</p><p><a href="https://t.umblr.com/redirect?z=https%3A%2F%2Fopen.spotify.com%2Fplaylist%2F4GKqjgVp1Tcx9QiMSHQV11%3Fsi%3D5OP12lcPTjWIbB_wUqhEtw&amp;t=YjA0Yzg0NGQyMzQzNGNjZDZlMTI5Y2QzOTIzM2ZmMWMxZjZhZWQyNCxlYTM4MmZkMWEzMTZhZjhkZDM0NTVlNzc5ODcyY2U2MTM0OGFlNzFj&amp;ts=1643470896">https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4GKqjgVp1Tcx9QiMSHQV11?si=5OP12lcPTjWIbB_wUqhEtw</a></p><p><a href="https://href.li/?https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSVu1kPMpv-TpkReQxljPc93SBXHX0QNZ">https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSVu1kPMpv-TpkReQxljPc93SBXHX0QNZ</a></p><p>I also recommend <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MlMAD_RYt1ZhikOYqfrf6JQ">@tsugarubecker</a>, <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MiejfdJZqKqQKMufs8K3CGA">@willthecleric</a> and too many more to name - my tag is full of reblogs of amazing metas by countless people. I rec everyone who’s posts I’ve linked here honestly </p><p>Essentially, my overarching point is that imo they’re subtly criticising Mileven by showing these clips, reminding viewers of just how awkward and bad they are as a couple </p></blockquote>
<p>I’m afraid this is where I tend to diverge from my fellow Byler-supporting theorists. Perhaps it’s a function of my age and/or cynicism. I just don’t see there being anything of real value in the social media of Stranger Things (or any show for that matter). Perhaps there’s little hints here and there, teases, really, but I don’t see the individuals in charge of those accounts as being privy to anything of substance. They’re most likely interns or social media managers who are tasked with maintaining interest or posting pre-arranged marketing materials (like the teasers). If something will get Likes, Replies, and Retweets, they’re going to do it. That’s their job, regardless of how true to the narrative it ends up being. </p><p>But, who knows, maybe I’m the wrong one here. At least it’s keeping us busy during this three year long drought.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674659194469810176/do-you-think-this-a-coincidence" class="tumblr_blog">cmollyo</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674655734487777280/do-you-think-this-a-coincidence" class="tumblr_blog">cmollyo</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/185736515043/do-you-think-this-a-coincidence" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><figure data-orig-width="240" data-orig-height="311"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/77f55f61c9042b71fc7d6906ef41e520/04701d0675b4c188-fd/s540x810/d53167d45551283d4fe542a8c1d77e4264558c75.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="240" data-orig-height="311"/></figure><p>A <b>pink triangle</b> has been a symbol for various LGBTQ identities, initially intended as a badge of shame, but later reclaimed as a positive symbol of self-identity. And was initially a symbol of gay men, bi men, or trans women in nazi Germany.</p><p>I mean technically several characters  had a triangle but… it literally says <b>“boy trouble”</b>. While Dustin’s was “call your girlfriend” , Max’s was “girl power” and  Hopper’s was “hail to the chief”. So, in conclusion, my son is gay!</p></blockquote>
<p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/miejfdJZqKqQKMufs8K3CGA">@willthecleric</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mN2QPYDWU-hKHy2GzDApKCA">@ghostgirlinsatin</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a> OMG this is so fucking blatant - defo one for the PowerPoint. Thank you <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>. </p><p>There’s no way no one knew what this would look like among the entire set of ST. Pink triangle and “boy trouble”. Yeah. I know they all got pink triangles in this promo, but ‘boy troubles’ instead of ‘girl troubles’ or ‘girlfriend troubles’ is what sells it. The other character’s taglines described their storylines/personalities this season - <i>so what does Mike’s imply? </i></p></blockquote>
<p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/miejfdJZqKqQKMufs8K3CGA">@willthecleric</a> as <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/muxe9Gt7JDnhF3l-GHxxCfw">@strangercoco</a> has said, anyone who saw that without knowing anything about the show or watching it would immediately think ‘this character, Mike, is an out gay person”</p></blockquote>
<p>You’d think so, but, unfortunately, most people’s brains go&hellip;.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/234f2371b44f293ce9a85c466de7d390/9ea2106b908fb458-1e/s540x810/1c05741a61172dff26690043aaf94ad251484d8e.jpg" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="640"/></figure>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://hawkinsupdates.tumblr.com/post/674661916522708992/queer-coded">hawkinsupdates</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>QUEER CODED?</h1><p>Whoever is queer and understands this please tell me this is <b><span style="color: #ff4930">f</span><span class="npf_color_monica">r</span><span style="color: #e8d738">u</span><span class="npf_color_ross">i</span><span class="npf_color_rachel">t</span><span class="npf_color_chandler">y</span></b></p><p>Eleven says “Did you talk to your mom..about thanksgiving?” which mike replies with “Yeah I got the okay i’ll be there.” the he continues with “And then maybe you can come down here for christmas and <b>WILL </b>too</p><p>after mike literally abandoned will and was kinda rude to him</p><p>idk? maybe he&rsquo;s tryna make up to him?</p><p>Or make out with him ;) </p><p>JK JK but please decode this </p></blockquote>
<p>This is what happens when you just had a heavily coded conversation with your “best friend,” and then go talk to your “girlfriend” about coming to visit.</p><p>Basically, Will was still on his mind as he talked to her, which probably factored into why he reacted the way he did to the kiss. This is where the pieces begin to fall into place for Mike. He may not have put them together yet, but they’re all there now.</p>
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Body: <p>

Am I the only one who would actually like a weekly release schedule? It&rsquo;d give us time to digest episodes before moving on to the next one. Honestly, I only binge shows because I’m paranoid about being spoiled if I don’t.<br/></p><p>I actually found myself really enjoying the weekly episodes of MCU shows on Disney+. It gives me something to look forward to each week&hellip;until the show is over.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/demetriandelibinaryboyfriends/674474867452690432">demetriandelibinaryboyfriends</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sleepingkirbyy/672455880476901376">sleepingkirbyy</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i keep seeing ppl on insta talk about how much they love dem and yaz&rsquo;s relationship</p><p>&hellip;. what relationship</p><p>they just made out a couple time and boom theyre together not only is it just sexual but yaz never had any character development </p></blockquote><p>LOUDER FOR THE PEOPLE IN THE BACK</p><p>Like some people be like “I ship them so hard!” but??? WHAT is there to ship??? They bonded over wedgies and now in a completely batshit weird turn of events, Yasmine is obsessed and somehow unstoppably horny for Demetri at all times???</p><p>And they bothered 0% with Yasmine’s redemption arc too, like they just said “okay she’s a little nicer to Demetri now so she’s redeemed” ???? She never even apologized to anyone!</p><p>Cobra Kai will really show you horny shallow teens being horny shallow teens and try to make you believe it’s true love and epic romance -______-</p></blockquote>
<p>At this point, the shallow, but showy, nature of their “relationship” would make more sense if one (or both) of them were just trying to make someone else jealous. It’s terribly cliche, but it makes more sense than the two of them suddenly being crazy for each other despite never seeming to spend any time together.</p><p>Like, if you want them to be a couple so badly, why not actually let Yasmine exist for more than a few seconds at a time? Why not actually show her having changed and appreciating one of the guys she used to put down? But, no, all they do is have her randomly pop up to kiss him here and there, and my followers already know how I feel about <i>that </i>kind of relationship, especially when there’s a closer bond that is overlook because it’s two guys.</p>
Tags: cobra kai

Post id: 674477673779806208
Date: 2022-01-26 21:20:34 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/674477673779806208
Slug: being-an-adult-is-nice-because-you-can-buy
Reblog key: WDuOyk3R
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7db1481b848f61e5478480717c4bf2e0/9393595710afc6ea-b3/s640x960/4775ab79fa5bdf86ba672466f82d265463426dd8.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p>Being an adult is nice because you can buy yourself stuff whenever you want. I already pre-ordered the Demogorgon, and, as far as I can tell, the final two pieces of the set are Will (of course) and Hopper.</p>
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Title: Some more wild speculation
Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/659064332424986624/some-more-wild-speculation" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>So, bear with me here because I went down the rabbit hole with a shower thought I had, and I can’t help but feel it could make for a good Stranger Things moment. We know the clock theme has been heavy in the promo of season 4, and it seems to be more likely representing a countdown. I started to wonder if if the “countdown” ends at 12, and it will be used, in part, to introduce 012.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0586e54f7e3fdd6e0a270dda53eb24ee/778da244171378c7-50/s540x810/d9ca598b5adca4a079eb4e4cd92ef1f43315dc1c.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure><p>This would build off of the theory that 1) it’s Will in front of that car, and 2) it’s Lonnie’s car. I foresee this happening towards the end of the season, possibly as part of the ending (though I admit it’d be weird to include such a thing in a teaser).</p><p>Here’s a quick breakdown at what I can see being possible:</p><ul><li>Joyce is dead or MIA(hopefully the latter) after the events of season 4, and Lonnie gets custody of Will.</li><li>Lonnie decides to finally make Will a real man by taking him, against his will, to a doctor who will “get the queer out of him.”</li><li>Lonnie thinks it’s more or less gay conversion therapy, but maybe it turns out to actually be run by Brenner. </li><li>Will reaches his Despair Event Horizon, as he always held out hope that his dad actually loved him. He becomes furious that his dad would do something like this to him.</li><li>Will’s powers manifest explicitly for the first time, as he causes a lightning bolt to strike a tree. </li><li>Lonnie stops the car, as a tree branch falls in his path. Will gets out of the car and walks back down the road, fuming.</li><li>Lonnie gets ahold of himself and begins to drive back towards Will, but then sparks start to appear on the underside of the car, and the gas tank explode, flipping the car over.</li><li>The car bursts into flames, while Will looks on, a look of disbelief and remorse on his face.</li><li>The camera zooms closer to Will as he brings his left hand up to wipe some blood from his nose. His digital watch shorted out, causing it to blink 12:00).</li></ul><p>I’m honestly at a loss as to where it would go from there, but it came together too well to not share.</p></blockquote>
<p>Reblogging this after <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA">@0aurelion-sol0</a> posted about the 12-hour cut of characters yelling “Will!”</p><p>I’m not totally sold that Will is the person in the photo, but it all just seems to fit so well.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://bylerbrainrot.tumblr.com/post/674394199213375488/we-love-to-see-it">bylerbrainrot</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="582" data-orig-width="1124"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ccac7cde2782ddd333195f7e90e46c5d/6d675ba648a819ee-ac/s640x960/591ab13f0910246f0edbb7a15899747bb230014f.jpg" data-orig-height="582" data-orig-width="1124"/></figure></div><p>we love to see it😌</p></blockquote>
<p>I have no idea what this is referring to, but it’s nice to see them support each other. I had heard of some sort of “rivalry” between the Stranger Things kids, and I’m hoping it’s just an exaggeration of some friendly competition.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://asphodel-storm.tumblr.com/post/674297764948082689/johnny-thinking-mitch-would-be-allowed-in-the">asphodel-storm</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Johnny thinking Mitch would be allowed in the girl&rsquo;s division if he wore a wig is actually less ridiculous than him thinking Mitch could beat Sam or Tory. </p></blockquote>
<p>Seriously. He should’ve known very well just how good both of those ladies are. No disrespect to Mitch, but he’s not on their level.</p><p>Still, as someone who had a crush on Jonathan Brandis as a kid, I really appreciated the Ladybugs reference.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/674125435860369409/will-holly-be-important" class="tumblr_blog">cmollyo</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/674028421264834560/will-holly-be-important" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>So, I was thinking. This line by Dustin seems to be too perfect to just be a matter of Dustin being Dustin.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="995" data-orig-width="1105"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/afd4901f51f84c080531f0599a647236/7d2835d0151176b9-f7/s540x810/544f8765640e5a190cbdbdfa388f0fc0b0498fd8.jpg" data-orig-height="995" data-orig-width="1105"/></figure><p>I know many of us have enjoyed taking that as validation for what we see as obvious but others have overlooked. But, unfortunately, it can’t just be that, as we can’t all be right. It must have an in-universe relevance. </p><p>While it could be nothing, it does remind me that there’s been characters all along who have seen things that others haven’t. Joyce is perhaps the biggest example, going so far as to be seen as crazy by others. Even Mr. Clark, whose scientific worldview would compel him to consider alternate hypotheses, instead assumed Joyce was a victim of apophenia in Season 3. I think this is largely because she’s an adult, though, and is expected to view the world a certain way. </p><p>Enter Holly Wheeler.</p><p>In Season 1, Holly notices something that neither Joyce nor Karen do. The lights start acting up, and Holly follows it through the house. She stares at the wall as a hand (Will? The Demogorgon?) starts to push through. </p><figure class="tmblr-embed tmblr-full" data-provider="youtube" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200" data-url="https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DihhJAQzysuk%26ab_channel%3DRoLox"><iframe width="540" height="303" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/ihhJAQzysuk?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen=""></iframe></figure><p>Joyce didn’t notice it right away, but she did ask Holly about it when she found her. While Joyce is starting to think outside the box because of what happened, she’s still an adult thinking like an adult, so she didn’t notice right away. Holly has no such blinders; she’s able to notice things because there’s no schema in her young mind preventing her from doing so.<br/></p><p>It happens again in season 3. Holly is on the Ferris Wheel with her parents, and she is the only one to notice the monster moving through the trees. Everyone else is watching the fireworks, and Holly herself is directed to do the same by Karen.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9fe8e4b96cd7e290901dad1d1e9ac6b5/7d2835d0151176b9-51/s540x810/dbdba0637c8103c313a9a4ee6febb077244c6276.gif" data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="400"/></figure><p>Her parents don’t pay her any mind. They’re thoroughly distracted by the fireworks. This actually fits into the theme of the season, as it is crammed full of the saccharine flavor of shameless Americana. This is what people tended to dislike about Season 3, but I’ve been saying for a while now that it was intentional. </p><p>The people of Hawkins, if not Americans, or even adults in general, choose to see only what they want to see. Holly, as the youngest cast member, doesn’t have that problem. Not yet. </p><p>It fits in with how Robin felt about Hawkins in Rebel Robin. She was so desperate to get out of Hawkins due to what she saw as an inevitable affect the town has on people. She saw even her own hippie parents become more and more “conventional” over time. A place like Hawkins demands conformity, be it of appearance, thought, or experience. </p><p>Holly sees the world through the eyes of a child. She has few real prejudices, assumptions, or schemas that may cause her to dismiss something that “shouldn’t be.” </p><p>How might this impact season 4? Is she even known to be back for season 4? Might she see something that others overlook? It seems pointless to have had her twice see something important if it doesn’t lead to something. So, what might she see?</p><p>Thoughts?</p></blockquote>


<p>I can definitely see her noticing something big - she’s a smoking-gun if I ever saw one. And on a practical note, given what a PITA child actors are, and that she’s so young to have on set, there must be a reason she wasn’t written out prior to s1 being shot, or that she was even created in the first place </p></blockquote>


<p>I imagine that in season 1 she was mostly a Poltergeist reference. Little girl senses strange goings on and whatnot, except she wasn&rsquo;t the one captured. There was no real reason for her to be anything more than a background character after that, though. </p><p>Granted, getting a couple likes in season 3 isn&rsquo;t really much, but her spotting the monster was still significant. It&rsquo;s not like it really added to the narrative, as nobody listened to her, anyway. I&rsquo;m fairly sure the audience would have noticed the monster, and the townspeople failing to see it, without her saying anything. </p>
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Body: <p>So, I was thinking. This line by Dustin seems to be too perfect to just be a matter of Dustin being Dustin.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="995" data-orig-width="1105"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/afd4901f51f84c080531f0599a647236/7d2835d0151176b9-f7/s540x810/544f8765640e5a190cbdbdfa388f0fc0b0498fd8.jpg" data-orig-height="995" data-orig-width="1105"/></figure><p>I know many of us have enjoyed taking that as validation for what we see as obvious but others have overlooked. But, unfortunately, it can’t just be that, as we can’t all be right. It must have an in-universe relevance. </p><p>While it could be nothing, it does remind me that there’s been characters all along who have seen things that others haven’t. Joyce is perhaps the biggest example, going so far as to be seen as crazy by others. Even Mr. Clark, whose scientific worldview would compel him to consider alternate hypotheses, instead assumed Joyce was a victim of apophenia in Season 3. I think this is largely because she’s an adult, though, and is expected to view the world a certain way. </p><p>Enter Holly Wheeler.</p><p>In Season 1, Holly notices something that neither Joyce nor Karen do. The lights start acting up, and Holly follows it through the house. She stares at the wall as a hand (Will? The Demogorgon?) starts to push through. </p><figure class="tmblr-embed tmblr-full" data-provider="youtube" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200" data-url="https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DihhJAQzysuk%26ab_channel%3DRoLox"><iframe width="540" height="303" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/ihhJAQzysuk?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen=""></iframe></figure><p>Joyce didn’t notice it right away, but she did ask Holly about it when she found her. While Joyce is starting to think outside the box because of what happened, she’s still an adult thinking like an adult, so she didn’t notice right away. Holly has no such blinders; she’s able to notice things because there’s no schema in her young mind preventing her from doing so.<br/></p><p>It happens again in season 3. Holly is on the Ferris Wheel with her parents, and she is the only one to notice the monster moving through the trees. Everyone else is watching the fireworks, and Holly herself is directed to do the same by Karen.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9fe8e4b96cd7e290901dad1d1e9ac6b5/7d2835d0151176b9-51/s540x810/dbdba0637c8103c313a9a4ee6febb077244c6276.gif" data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="400"/></figure><p>Her parents don’t pay her any mind. They’re thoroughly distracted by the fireworks. This actually fits into the theme of the season, as it is crammed full of the saccharine flavor of shameless Americana. This is what people tended to dislike about Season 3, but I’ve been saying for a while now that it was intentional. </p><p>The people of Hawkins, if not Americans, or even adults in general, choose to see only what they want to see. Holly, as the youngest cast member, doesn’t have that problem. Not yet. </p><p>It fits in with how Robin felt about Hawkins in Rebel Robin. She was so desperate to get out of Hawkins due to what she saw as an inevitable affect the town has on people. She saw even her own hippie parents become more and more “conventional” over time. A place like Hawkins demands conformity, be it of appearance, thought, or experience. </p><p>Holly sees the world through the eyes of a child. She has few real prejudices, assumptions, or schemas that may cause her to dismiss something that “shouldn’t be.” </p><p>How might this impact season 4? Is she even known to be back for season 4? Might she see something that others overlook? It seems pointless to have had her twice see something important if it doesn’t lead to something. So, what might she see?</p><p>Thoughts?</p>
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<p>I have no idea who that is, but are there people out there unaware that this song is about a gay kid who leaves home?</p>
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<p>StrangerNews11 is definitely a fan account, though it seems to like to dress itself up to look official. </p>
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<p>I’m not inclined to think that any of the actors’ are out there giving hints, conscious or otherwise, as to the ships. The most we can derive from something like this is how he personally feels about the idea. So, I suppose we can say that he’s not opposed to Mike and Will being together. If he was, then he wouldn’t be out there liking fanart representing it. We have to be careful assuming it means that he knows something is up, though.</p><p>We have to be careful assuming too much of anything actors say or do, really. This is their job, at the end of the day. Andrew Garfield lied his ass off regarding his part in Spiderman: No Way Home because it was his job to do so. We also know that actors, particularly younger ones, can be pressured to say certain things. Millie Bobby Brown admitted to this when pressed on how she once said she thought El and Mike would get married someday. So, keep in mind that they’re also trying to avoid upsetting people when asked potentially divisive questions point blank. Regardless of what Finn Wolfhard or Noah Schanpp think or know about potentially canon Byler, they’re not about to give a disappointing answer to a fan who is obviously excited about the ship.</p><p>I know we’re starved for content after a nearly 3 year hiatus, but we have to be careful not to jump to conclusions. Finn supports Byler enough to feel comfortable liking some of the fanart. Is there anything more to that? Maybe, but maybe not. Instead, we should probably just appreciate that a member of the cast is engaged enough with the fan community to be looking at the fan art at all. The kid seems like a decent, down-to-earth guy. </p>
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<p>“Even Season 5 has a really good arc with Demetri, as well.”</p><p>Season 4 is still warm, and he’s already teasing us for season 5.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangercleric/673876746798546944">strangercleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I really think that&rsquo;s Will trying to open a gate (last clip), no way it can be the demogorgon. I mean look at that little hand.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_r5zvq2IE8Q1yljndh_720.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_r5zvq2IE8Q1yljndh_720.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":1920,"height":1080},"poster":[{"media_key":"a141c3045b2c8d6f75b7be1ee7d59f7b:c228b49fc6576d70-90","type":"image/jpeg","width":540,"height":304,"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/a141c3045b2c8d6f75b7be1ee7d59f7b/c228b49fc6576d70-90/s540x810/dab1954eba990dc4fa193de1f2de8ebf6d03f92c.jpg"}]}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a141c3045b2c8d6f75b7be1ee7d59f7b/c228b49fc6576d70-90/s540x810/dab1954eba990dc4fa193de1f2de8ebf6d03f92c.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_r5zvq2IE8Q1yljndh_720.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure><p>What do you guys think anyway???</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Muxe9Gt7JDnhF3l-GHxxCfw">@strangercoco</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a> </p></blockquote>
<p>It&rsquo;s an interesting idea. I&rsquo;m not sure I ever noticed before. I guess it makes sense. The Demogorgon never seemed to have too much trouble showing up when it needed to. I can see what you mean about the small hand, too. That doesn&rsquo;t look like the long, claw-like hand of the Demogorgon.</p><p>If this is the case, though, why have they never revisited it? The comic does show Will trying to find a way back, but I don&rsquo;t recall him having any luck unless he found an existing portal. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/idontsee-anyaskers/673814554505052160">idontsee-anyaskers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i think sometimes people forget that just because stranger things is a sci-fi show, doesnt mean the characters cant be focused on. the characters are what make the show what it is.</p><p>i mainly say this for the people who say that stranger things isnt direcring us toward byler because ships arent the main premise of the show. and while that may be true, its a HUGE part of it. just take a look at how they promote jancy, jopper, m/leven, and definitely byler too. that doesnt change because the relationship is 2 boys.</p><p>in fact, byler would make it that much more important. a relationship about 2 young boys who have been best friends since kindergarten, both in love, trying to figure things out in rural, conservative indiana in the 80s? what could be more perfect for 2 amazing character arcs?</p><p>people just need to remember that these characters arent flat. a lot if time and effort goes into what makes the characters what they are, to make the likeable, to give them dimensions.</p><p>anyway, rant over &lt;3</p></blockquote>
<p>Stranger Things is very much a character-driven show. This isn&rsquo;t a show about a bunch of sci-fi things that happen to some random people. It&rsquo;s a show about a group of small-town friends and family and how they deal with scary sci-fi/horror events and cope with the resulting trauma.</p><p>For people to suggest that relationships, be they romantic or platonic, are not a focus of the show, aren&rsquo;t important&hellip;it tells me they&rsquo;re just watching for the monsters and special effects.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/673759790429782016/stranger-story-kaypeace21-notasdeuncuervo" class="tumblr_blog">cmollyo</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://stranger-story.tumblr.com/post/630400407076798465/kaypeace21-notasdeuncuervo-what-was" class="tumblr_blog">stranger-story</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/630392271940009984/notasdeuncuervo-what-was-expected-what" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p>
<blockquote>
<p><a href="https://notasdeuncuervo.tumblr.com/post/630270128654827520/what-was-expected-what-actually-happened-i" class="tumblr_blog">notasdeuncuervo</a>:</p>
<blockquote>
<p><b>What was expected: </b></p>
<figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="602" data-orig-width="1201" style=""><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/76b5e4d619826f141ccd0310a723ac1f/3459b5ffb60e18a7-fe/s540x810/a5e7af235ec2ca1674b44773e690dab45f26f7f1.png" data-orig-height="602" data-orig-width="1201"/></figure><p><b> What actually happened: </b></p>
<figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="604" data-orig-width="1198"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7ca66127209fbb52909ac66309d6a4b5/3459b5ffb60e18a7-7b/s540x810/b16c8a6d79294b0fa6170e957bf69a082cacd8d1.png" data-orig-height="604" data-orig-width="1198"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="601" data-orig-width="1204"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/27089a5e572f6330524d7c5d60c85628/3459b5ffb60e18a7-a6/s540x810/8ac4d0c919ed050b502e197d2fb740fa71da49c1.png" data-orig-height="601" data-orig-width="1204"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="596" data-orig-width="1202"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7c5023e2d88ed1d96eca46ce073127c0/3459b5ffb60e18a7-48/s540x810/361041b05a3182775405e220d2eb1102ca6ae0ac.png" data-orig-height="596" data-orig-width="1202"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="599" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bfbf5c3943538ceaba8f570b0fcd919a/3459b5ffb60e18a7-fb/s540x810/f22ad150601ebfc6568a5c21d2f94ca9a3de0611.png" data-orig-height="599" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure><p><strike>I would have made gifs but I’m still not good at it hahahaha.</strike><br/></p>
</blockquote>
<p>Mike is whipped for 1 person- it’s just not El. 😂</p>
</blockquote>
<p>I don’t believe that this is a coincidence. This whole contrast between how Mike reacted when El was mad at him vs when Will was reassures me that we’re not just seeing things. This was written, this is intentional. Mike loves Will not El.</p></blockquote>
<p>This, and the way the byler vs mileven break-up scenes were shot - bc the byler fight structurally, tonally and visually feels and looks much more like a break-up lmao - are some of the biggest pieces of evidence. They’re not dumb, the cinematographers and writers on this show are very skilled. <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/miejfdJZqKqQKMufs8K3CGA">@willthecleric</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a> </p><p>And, you know, the Eyewitness parallels, and the Pride and Prejudice 2005 parallels as pointed out by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mKBV9XGJO1gD6Nj675w27Bg">@stranger-story</a> </p></blockquote>
<p>Also notice that Mike once again has El show back up when he’s feeling intense feelings for Will. When the boys meet back up with El and Max after Will tells them the Mindflayer is back, Mike suddenly feels the urge to apologize to El. It’s quite the odd thing for him to do after running after Will to give an apology that he never got the chance to give, no?</p><p>It’s just always easier for him to direct these feelings towards a more socially acceptable person. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://micuko.tumblr.com/post/673718090362667008">micuko</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="367" data-orig-width="268"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2ad3cb578bbf1b14a2bfa68e24f9152e/b3044d99f14325f1-34/s640x960/38b9083022edd62e1e86b7e186cde7065f95f055.gif" data-orig-height="367" data-orig-width="268"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="367" data-orig-width="268"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/84bc120634c3bdd003237068a8d0220c/b3044d99f14325f1-b8/s640x960/ad76122b8e40b9461c3fbd78949fca532950e030.gif" data-orig-height="367" data-orig-width="268"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="367" data-orig-width="268"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/179fef457485a05120622ee450018738/b3044d99f14325f1-ad/s640x960/4be485e6ef526986d07e4797d40ca020dbe1599a.gif" data-orig-height="367" data-orig-width="268"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="367" data-orig-width="268"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ae9e2b27afadecbb94fef6d813386771/b3044d99f14325f1-43/s640x960/83081fa542dc12d030c6bbfdbadc517c1ded30a1.gif" data-orig-height="367" data-orig-width="268"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>&ldquo;Why do people keep shipping these two?&rdquo; - Cobra Kai writers, probably</p>
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Reblog key: wU8pR0Uq
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>One thing that’s nagged at my brain ever since the movie board was unveiled was the presence of one particular movie.</p><p>The Birdcage</p><p>I mean, it’s hard to draw a conclusion about what this movie has to do with season 4 without it being gay. That movie was just disgustingly gay, and I mean that with love. It’s just glorious in every possible way, well, except the way Val treats his parents.</p><p>But how does it fit into season 4? It’s not exactly a gay teen coming-of-age film or anything that might fit Will’s storyline. There’s nothing supernatural about it outside of the chemistry between Robin Williams and Nathan Lane.</p><p>My guess? While traveling across the country, and possibly on the run from the government or whomever, the Pizza Party hides out in a drag club in Las Vegas.</p><p>Bonus points in the crew has to dress in drag to sneak out undetected like when the main characters in The Birdcage were trying to avoid being seen by the media.</p><p>Bonus bonus points if Argyle is familiar with the drag scene and comes up with the plan.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/673672049568382976">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>What are the odds that Will paints something that will foreshadow something happening in the season ? 😏</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5ee0755315f15f26ea5e98ccc6fd1c7f/d026500c299b636c-33/s640x960/64076eee15110fef0d7b7dbb5652e3600c279585.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure></div><p><b>Or better&hellip;</b></p><p><b>What are the odds that something that happened during the season will be revealed at the end to have been painted by Will ?</b></p><p><b>There&rsquo;s a lot of movies on the ST4 Video Store Fridays list that have a big twist at the end that makes you reconsider the whole story or at least parts of it&hellip;</b></p><p><b>This could be one. 🙃</b></p><p><b>In season 1, when Will played that D&amp;D game and he lost, he said that the Demogorgon caught him, which is exactly what happens despite the Demogorgon having no reason to kidnap Will and keep him alive unlike his other victims since Will wasn&rsquo;t bleeding and they were plenty of people he could have attacked at HNL. Especially since the main gate was opened there&hellip; No, he was lurking around Mirkwood for no particular reason and stayed in that part of town when it could have easily moved and attack other people in town. Also the animal description doesn&rsquo;t fit since when he tried to get into the Byers house after following Will, he used powers similar to El (that he never used after that&hellip;) and he also put in the effort of going into the Upside Down, appearing behind Will in the shed (knowing where he was despite losing sight of him and AGAIN, Will wasn&rsquo;t bleeding) and trapping him&hellip; And the way they entered the Upside Down doesn&rsquo;t fit with the way all the people entered the Upside Down in the series which is through a gate. Here it happened in just a second and Will and The Demogorgon totally dissapeared.</b></p><p><b>In season 2, during this season Will was going in and out of The Upside Down but no explanation was given why even after the fact that Will didn&rsquo;t vomit slugs anymore. He kept being haunted by a shadow being who was always there when he got teleported in the Upside Down. Despite the two, on the surface, having no real connection whatsoever&hellip; There is one moment where something like that happens in season 2 and it was at the Arcade where the boys were playing Dig Dug. Right after that Will has an episode and sees the same being that will build tunnels under Hawkins, <span class="npf_color_monica">that we find by using Will&rsquo;s drawing skills to make a map of the tunnels</span>, which leads to one episode called &ldquo;Dig Dug&rdquo;.</b></p><p><b>In season 3, after Will watched Day Of The Dead and sensing the Mind Flayer via his neck, the Mind Flayer literally infected people and created what looked like zombies or zombie-like creatures that would go around killing or transforming other people into the same thing. Hell, the host of this season had the same name as him William and was nicknamed Billy who has alot of parallels with Will. It is during that same season that Will runs a D&amp;D game where one of the enemies were zombies that would bite Mike on the arm which apparently deals 7 points of damage. What happens 4 episodes after that ? El gets bit on the leg by the giant monster made of zombie-like people in episode 7 &ldquo;The Bite&rdquo;.</b></p><p><b>So Will is always used, connected or at the center of something that foreshadows the main plot of the season&hellip; </b></p><p><b>Sometimes with things that don&rsquo;t make sense like the Demogorgon following Will despite him not bleeding and being in Mirkwood when he can eat people in the Lab where the main gate was, tricking him and kidnapping him alive despite killing it&rsquo;s other victims&hellip;</b></p><p><b>&hellip;or The Mind Flayer always being where Will was when he crossed into the Upside Down despite having no explanation why he was able to do such a thing. (Why couldn&rsquo;t he do it in season 3 if he still had a part of the Mind Flayer inside of him and the gate was being opened ?)</b></p><p><b>So what if this time, something like this happens in season 4 but with Will&rsquo;s painting, he paints something that will appear or happen during the season ? Or subverting it and putting it at the end, realising that Will painted exactly what happened or appeared during that season ? Even both, if we can have both.</b></p><p><b>I know there&rsquo;s many movies on the ST lists centered around artists or paintings being part of the world or connected to the story. And I have already some on my mind. But that&rsquo;s for another post.</b></p></blockquote>
<p>I mean, it’s not a painting, but&hellip;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="441" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6afd4043bc128f859a59f6de3e776ca4/6aabc9fcd64bb728-2c/s640x960/7948b8769e51657024869d00738ea45bdbe0344a.jpg" data-orig-height="441" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>Pretty sus, as the kids would say, no?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/673660892323495936">cmollyo-deactivated20221107</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/673659499572248576">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/wine-mom-wheeler/673593010668371968">wine-mom-wheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p>BROOOOOO HANG ONNNNNN WAITTTTT OKOKOK SO YKNOW HOW WILL IS LIKE “so u can swap spit with some stupid girl” and then Mike’s like “eLs nOt sTupId,” the translation being “you and el&rsquo;s relationship is all one sided, you don’t even like her!” “Not that’s not true I like el, it’s not my fault you’re gay” </p><p>Um ya so I’m just like gonna go return to my corner also # tagging byler theorists cuz they’re smart <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MWn-sy8EQh3ySq6yjaxU6FA">@cmollyo</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MN2QPYDWU-hKHy2GzDApKCA">@ghostgirlinsatin</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MlMAD_RYt1ZhikOYqfrf6JQ">@tsugarubecker</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </p></blockquote><p>Eh, I think I have to respectfully disagree with that reading. If we follow their respective character arcs up to that point, the most reasonable translation seems to be:</p><p>Will: You never have time for anyone but El anymore. You’re throwing everything we had away just to kiss a stupid girl. </p><p>Mike: Hey! Just because <i>you </i>don’t like girls, that doesn’t mean you can call her stupid!</p><p>Now, Will doesn’t think El is stupid. This is simply his disinterest in the fairer sex coming through. He’s unable to see the appeal of kissing a girl over spending time with Mike (and the others, but mostly Mike), and he doesn’t understand why Mike doesn’t see it that way, too. Will sees the entire situation stupid, and he’d probably call any girl Mike ditched him for stupid. He’s angry, so his intended message gets lost in his choice of words.</p><p>On his end, Mike is defensive. He’s rightfully angry that Will called El stupid, so we can understand why he’d tell Will off for that. It’s the follow-up that’s really significant. Mike acknowledges the elephant in the room that’s most likely been ignored for a while. It’s not just the bullies or his dad anymore. Just like his mom, Mike (and likely the rest of the party) has noticed Will’s lack of interest in girls. Mike screws up by mentioning it, and he knows it. It’s supposed to be one of those things “you just don’t talk about.”</p><p>I actually think it’s the second half of this argument that really holds more weight, though.</p><p>Mike: What did you think, that we were never gonna get girlfriends? That we were going to play games in my basement for the rest of our lives? (Translation: This is just how it&rsquo;s supposed to be. What did you really expect?)</p><p>Will: Yeah, I guess I did. I really did. (Translation: I didn’t expect to be thrown away the second a girl paid attention to you.)</p><p>At this point, I don’t think Mike or Will really get the romantic undertones to their relationship, yet. All they know is that they mean the world to each other, and Mike is apparently willing to let all of that go for a girl he barely knows. I have a feeling that Will’s breakdown in Castle Byers afterwards is the moment where it really sinks in for him. Him tearing it down could indicate him no longer hiding from it. Meanwhile, Mike doesn’t seem to get his revelation until after Will leaves. I suspect they both still have a ways to go, though.</p></blockquote><p>I do think Mike suddenly going ‘not my fault…” is a non-sequitur. You’d think he’d say ‘not HER fault’ given that they’re talking about El. Feels more personal to him, somehow </p><p>And since we’re discussing The Argument I’ll drop the well known Byler Lore that Mike went crawling back to Will, not El. Saves us shippers from getting too bummed out  </p></blockquote>
<p>Eh, it’s not as much a non-sequitur as it might seem. Mike’s basically saying “don’t get mad at <i>me </i>just because you don’t like girls.”</p><p>He does go crawling back to Will, yes. He doesn’t understand why at this point, but the prospect of losing Will hits him harder than the prospect of losing El. </p><p>Mike will figure it all out. I think he’s already started, though I suspect things may get worse before they get better. Internalized homophobia can be a bitch.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/idontsee-anyaskers/673659155910967296">idontsee-anyaskers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>ok but like can i hear everyones theories in what mikes monologue might be? i am so curious as to what everyone else thinks it MIGHT be about jist to see if im not delusional about it almost definitely being a confession</p></blockquote>
<p>I think it’s going to be Mike’s apology. </p><p>We never did get to see it, and it might be because it never happened. We saw with Lucas that Will didn’t want to talk about it. By the time everything got resolved with the Mindflayer, it may have just turned into something that neither of them bring up, even though they both probably think about it. I can’t say I know what all would lead into it, but it would be very emotional as it would reaffirm how important Will is to Mike, and it could be similar in tone to the “best thing I’ve ever done” scene.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 673659499572248576
Date: 2022-01-17 20:36:02 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/673659499572248576
Slug: eh-i-think-i-have-to-respectfully-disagree-with
Reblog key: qyt2FGYU
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/wine-mom-wheeler/673593010668371968
Reblog name: wine-mom-wheeler
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/wine-mom-wheeler/673593010668371968">wine-mom-wheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p>BROOOOOO HANG ONNNNNN WAITTTTT OKOKOK SO YKNOW HOW WILL IS LIKE “so u can swap spit with some stupid girl” and then Mike’s like “eLs nOt sTupId,” the translation being “you and el&rsquo;s relationship is all one sided, you don’t even like her!” “Not that’s not true I like el, it’s not my fault you’re gay” </p><p>Um ya so I’m just like gonna go return to my corner also # tagging byler theorists cuz they’re smart <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MWn-sy8EQh3ySq6yjaxU6FA">@cmollyo</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MN2QPYDWU-hKHy2GzDApKCA">@ghostgirlinsatin</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MlMAD_RYt1ZhikOYqfrf6JQ">@tsugarubecker</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </p></blockquote>
<p>Eh, I think I have to respectfully disagree with that reading. If we follow their respective character arcs up to that point, the most reasonable translation seems to be:</p><p>Will: You never have time for anyone but El anymore. You’re throwing everything we had away just to kiss a stupid girl. </p><p>Mike: Hey! Just because <i>you </i>don’t like girls, that doesn’t mean you can call her stupid!</p><p>Now, Will doesn’t think El is stupid. This is simply his disinterest in the fairer sex coming through. He’s unable to see the appeal of kissing a girl over spending time with Mike (and the others, but mostly Mike), and he doesn’t understand why Mike doesn’t see it that way, too. Will sees the entire situation stupid, and he’d probably call any girl Mike ditched him for stupid. He’s angry, so his intended message gets lost in his choice of words.</p><p>On his end, Mike is defensive. He’s rightfully angry that Will called El stupid, so we can understand why he’d tell Will off for that. It’s the follow-up that’s really significant. Mike acknowledges the elephant in the room that’s most likely been ignored for a while. It’s not just the bullies or his dad anymore. Just like his mom, Mike (and likely the rest of the party) has noticed Will’s lack of interest in girls. Mike screws up by mentioning it, and he knows it. It’s supposed to be one of those things “you just don’t talk about.”</p><p>I actually think it’s the second half of this argument that really holds more weight, though.</p><p>Mike: What did you think, that we were never gonna get girlfriends? That we were going to play games in my basement for the rest of our lives? (Translation: This is just how it&rsquo;s supposed to be. What did you really expect?)</p><p>Will: Yeah, I guess I did. I really did. (Translation: I didn’t expect to be thrown away the second a girl paid attention to you.)</p><p>At this point, I don’t think Mike or Will really get the romantic undertones to their relationship, yet. All they know is that they mean the world to each other, and Mike is apparently willing to let all of that go for a girl he barely knows. I have a feeling that Will’s breakdown in Castle Byers afterwards is the moment where it really sinks in for him. Him tearing it down could indicate him no longer hiding from it. Meanwhile, Mike doesn’t seem to get his revelation until after Will leaves. I suspect they both still have a ways to go, though.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/673496220203991040">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/673495482636632064">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/673491152296673280/the-hat">beepboop358</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/673491077501698048">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><h2><b>🤔 Hello ?</b></h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1055" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7d9686b348778fa44dc611505491ce1d/13555bdacdc2fc73-6d/s640x960/0c5bcc011f8d064c2d4fcd1ab80ad00e828e5063.jpg" data-orig-height="1055" data-orig-width="640"/></figure></div><p><b>More connections&hellip;</b></p></blockquote><p>the HAT </p></blockquote><p>I don’t think the timeline would fit, but could you imagine a reveal that Hopper is Creel’s son? </p><p>Wasn’t one of the files El found labeled “Dad”?</p></blockquote><p><b>Apparently Hopper was born in 1942, in 1959,  Hopper would be 17. So no, it&rsquo;s unlikely, but you never know. They might be related in some ways. (Which would explain why he doesn&rsquo;t mention it, he might not like it.)</b></p><p><b>The Creel are just weird, they really came out of nowhere and no one mentions them anywhere in ST, they are supposed to be or at least their stories is supposed to be something buried yet their murder made headlines in the newspapers.</b></p><p><b>The last person reported missing in Hawkins was in 1923.</b></p><p><b>The last person that committed suicide was in 1961.</b></p><p><b>So there&rsquo;s a problem here&hellip; Why doesn&rsquo;t Hopper mention them ? Maybe he was in Vietnam when that happened but he knows about the suicide in 1961, that means he did his research&hellip;</b></p><p><b>How can something be buried but also make headlines in the newspaper ? Unless this is not what was buried ?</b></p><p><b>But again, why does no one mention that murder ? Did nobody think to say &ldquo;Hey the child serial killer is still in Pennhurst right ? Because it would be a shame if he kidnapped and killed Will ? RIGHT ?!&rdquo;</b></p><p><b>Like Hopper literally lost his daughter which made him extremely invested in Will&rsquo;s dissapearance, so why doesn&rsquo;t he mention that ?</b></p><p><b>I know at the time it was just about a person missing and someone who killed themselves but what if Will fell into the hands of some terrible person and was murdered ?</b></p><p><b>And again if they are related, why doesn&rsquo;t he think or talk about it for one moment in season 1 ?</b></p><p><b>I think it&rsquo;s a valid point honestly, like The Creel murders seems to me to be a pretty big thing to be ignored like that.</b></p></blockquote>
<p>This is what really gets me. The Creel murders happened within the lifetime of the current adults. Something like this would be very well known in a small town like Hawkins, and we know it wasn’t covered up since there are newspaper articles about it. </p><p>The fact that nobody ever said anything like “Hey, this is like those Creel murders. Didn’t the guy say a demon did it?” Even if it was easily deflected as the ramblings of an insane murderer, it would make sense for someone to make that connection. Also, the house itself would easily be the subject of dares and rumors among the kids in Hawkins. Instead, the house looks abandoned, but largely undisturbed. </p><p>Why, oh why, does the entire Creel storyline seem like nobody was even aware of it until now? </p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "0c5bcc011f8d064c2d4fcd1ab80ad00e828e5063.jpg"

Post id: 673495482636632064
Date: 2022-01-16 01:09:03 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/673495482636632064
Slug: i-dont-think-the-timeline-would-fit-but-could
Reblog key: FKCJC2Yn
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/673494386344083456
Reblog name: kaypeace21
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/673491152296673280/the-hat">beepboop358</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/673491077501698048">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><h2><b>🤔 Hello ?</b></h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1055" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7d9686b348778fa44dc611505491ce1d/13555bdacdc2fc73-6d/s640x960/0c5bcc011f8d064c2d4fcd1ab80ad00e828e5063.jpg" data-orig-height="1055" data-orig-width="640"/></figure></div><p><b>More connections&hellip;</b></p></blockquote><p>the HAT </p></blockquote>
<p>I don’t think the timeline would fit, but could you imagine a reveal that Hopper is Creel’s son? </p><p>Wasn’t one of the files El found labeled “Dad”?</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "0c5bcc011f8d064c2d4fcd1ab80ad00e828e5063.jpg"

Post id: 673490145035567104
Date: 2022-01-15 23:44:13 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/673490145035567104
Slug: mike-my-will-to-live-or-maybe-you-know-012
Reblog key: dRHbwGXR
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/673488737642184704
Reblog name: 0aurelion-sol0
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/673488737642184704">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>A different name given each season&hellip;</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="916"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cfd9fa76ff5e0118e085bf29e29141ff/282649852ef62549-4f/s640x960/6270cc35d29ced32120cfa497a02aa4bc1d8437e.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="916"/></figure></div><p><b>Perhaps another different name given in Season 4&hellip;</b></p></blockquote>
<p>Mike: &ldquo;My Will to Live&rdquo;</p><p>Or, maybe, you know&hellip;</p><p>012</p>
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Body: <p>So, how can Stranger Things season 4 release in March if the official window we were given is Summer 2022? It really stung fans that it would take that long, especially since filming was well completed by then and because of the history of seasons 2 &amp; 3 dropping near the time of year they take place. So, how can we fix this?</p><p>Well, it’s nearly impossible without having been lied to. Unless&hellip;</p><p>What if the Duffers and Netflix decide on a bit of immersive marketing? It’s been speculated that the monster, or someone else, in season 4 has some degree of power over time. Maybe <i>that’s </i>the answer.</p><p>Now, they’d have to announce a March release date pretty soon. What better opportunity for a final trailer than the Super Bowl? This year the Super Bowl will be held on Sunday, February 13.</p><p>I can’t imagine what specifically would be in the trailer, but perhaps we’d see a birthday party after the Happy Birthday music that played when the Surfer Boy Pizza number was called.</p><p>Anyway, at the end, a summer release date pops up again, only for the grandfather clock to fade into the background. The hands start winding backwards, and the release date changes to March something or other, 2022. </p><p>It’s unlikely, but I think it’d be a neat way to incorporate the events of the show into the actual marketing. I imagine fans would absolutely flip if they found out the season was going to drop a month after the trailer.</p><p>Anyway, I had fun thinking this up, so I thought I’d share. </p>
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<p>This is just fun and ridiculous all at the same time. I mean, it probably means nothing, but, eh, no harm in playing around with it.</p><p>The four leaf clover immediately did make me think of March. St. Patrick’s Day specifically would be 3/17, but it’s also a Thursday, which seems a weird day to drop a new season.</p><p>There’s also the matter of the peace sign emoji. What does that mean? V (Five in roman numerals)? Two? 22? Though 3/22 is on a Tuesday this year, which is also an odd day to drop, I would think.</p><p>The biggest problem with this is that it flies in the face of Summer 2022 being the only official release window we were given. A March release would barely be Spring, and even that would depend on when in March it dropped.</p><p>Of course, the emojis could also be interpreted as “I don’t know, peace out, good luck.” </p><p>This guy is just out there creating chaos, and it’s impossible to tell what any of it means, if anything, with any certainty.</p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://crimetimecrow.tumblr.com/post/671069671300136960/hawkinsschoolcounselor-crimetimecrow-i-would" class="tumblr_blog">crimetimecrow</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/671067882570055680/crimetimecrow-i-would-not-think-byler-was" class="tumblr_blog">willthecleric</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/671057803389091840/i-would-not-think-byler-was-happening-in-s4-if-it" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://crimetimecrow.tumblr.com/post/671053740533481472/i-would-not-think-byler-was-happening-in-s4-if-it" class="tumblr_blog">crimetimecrow</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I would NOT think byler was happening in S4 if it weren’t for the “he’ll be crawling back to apologize” line in S3E3. Usually I just wouldn’t trust that a writer would go for something that risky in a mainstream show like stranger things. But the parallels of Max saying that to El and then Mike running to Will in the rain to apologize, IN THE SAME EPISODE, is insane. They wouldn’t do something like that if it meant nothing, I CAN’T imagine them doing that. And that is what makes me think it could happen. <br/></p></blockquote>
<p>Ah, yes, Mike “I’m a stubborn little shit” Wheeler doesn’t willingly apologize to anyone, no matter how wrong he is, but he’ll hurry out into the rain to apologize to Will.</p><p>The fact that the writers did indeed have Max state that Mike would come crawling back to apologize only makes an obvious parallel even more obvious. </p></blockquote>


<p>That, and the fact that when El dumped him, Mike looked almost annoyed and when he fought with Will he looked genuinely upset. </p></blockquote>


<p>There’s that too. But by itself, for me, any single piece of evidence could, unfortunately, be dismissed by producers as coincidence. I just think this is the part that is too hard to deny, the part that made me, a total skeptic, believe in Byler. I think there is no more STAGGERING scene. Byler is real 💙</p></blockquote>


<p>I understand that and I’m happy that this is what made you believe in Byler! It really is a great piece of evidence! :)</p></blockquote>


<p>You&rsquo;re right that any single piece of evidence could be handwaved as coincidence. That&rsquo;s why it&rsquo;s the multiple pieces of evidence that matter over any single one.</p><p>Still, Mike doing exactly what Max predicted, only with Will instead of El, does stand out.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 671057803389091840
Date: 2021-12-20 03:23:11 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/671057803389091840
Slug: i-would-not-think-byler-was-happening-in-s4-if-it
Reblog key: eVYFcQmc
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/crimetimecrow/671053740533481472
Reblog name: crimetimecrow
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://crimetimecrow.tumblr.com/post/671053740533481472/i-would-not-think-byler-was-happening-in-s4-if-it" class="tumblr_blog">crimetimecrow</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I would NOT think byler was happening in S4 if it weren’t for the “he’ll be crawling back to apologize” line in S3E3. Usually I just wouldn’t trust that a writer would go for something that risky in a mainstream show like stranger things. But the parallels of Max saying that to El and then Mike running to Will in the rain to apologize, IN THE SAME EPISODE, is insane. They wouldn’t do something like that if it meant nothing, I CAN’T imagine them doing that. And that is what makes me think it could happen. <br/></p></blockquote>
<p>Ah, yes, Mike “I’m a stubborn little shit” Wheeler doesn’t willingly apologize to anyone, no matter how wrong he is, but he’ll hurry out into the rain to apologize to Will.</p><p>The fact that the writers did indeed have Max state that Mike would come crawling back to apologize only makes an obvious parallel even more obvious. </p>
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<p>As far as I know, there is no definitive explanation for this. It has been bugging me for a while, and I have the feeling that it’s either some very long-game foreshadowing or something they just hadn’t thought through very well at the time.</p><p>Let’s go with the latter first, that it’s some kind of Early Installment Weirdness (to use the TV Tropes term). In Stranger Things, and especially in season 1, the flickering lights heralded the Upside Down intruding on the real world. Specifically in season 1, they would flicker in the immediate area prior to the demogorgon appearing. In that way, it would seem to indicate that the demogorgon was nearby in this scene. There’s just one problem with that.</p><p>Mike lives all the way across town from the Lab and Will’s house. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="776" data-orig-width="836"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/902309b61e46188031505304be751cc1/77d35d15acd267d0-a3/s640x960/44e3450c7c06814f2d97cf5200438d837a81564c.png" data-orig-height="776" data-orig-width="836"/></figure></div><p>Even if you take the locations on this map as non-canon (and they are iffy, at best), there’s also the official, ahem, “map” released on Stranger Things Day. It’s highly stylized and not to scale, but the relative locations could be meaningful. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1920" data-orig-width="1541"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e683f2171fbca89ecb6bf23ecc735473/77d35d15acd267d0-84/s640x960/af0fe1411e00295669b9d0b075bfde6f4fc93558.jpg" data-orig-height="1920" data-orig-width="1541"/></figure></div><p>Again, Maple Street is at the top of the map, and Will’s house and the Lab are south of that, near the outskirts of town. Regardless of just how far away Mike’s house is from the Lab, it would still require the demogorgon to cross town to get there, then stalk Will all the way home for some reason.</p><p>If the flickering lights aren’t really important, then I wonder if they’re just going to say that the demogorgon caused electrical disturbances all across town despite it always being depicted as being a localized issue.</p><p>On the other hand, if it is foreshadowing, then the situation gets more interesting.</p><p>Many of us have speculated for a while that Will was targeted by the demogorgon for a reason. What reason that is remains to be seen, but what can’t be denied is that the demogorgon hunted Will down relentlessly. Will was not bleeding, as far as we could tell, but this monster stayed on his trail regardless of any steps Will took to get away or hide. Even after Will was trapped in the shed and transported to the Upside Down, it continued to hunt him. Will somehow managed to run and hide from it better than anyone before or since, and yet it continued to go for him. Why?</p><p>My guess is that, on that night, Will was “marked” by the Mindflayer (or, ugh, Vecna?) for reasons yet to be known. The demogorgon hunted Will, and specifically Will, because it was being compelled to. It only ever strayed from its mission when it smelled blood or someone tried to get in his way. Afterwards, it apparently went right back to looking for Will. That’s not the behavior of an animal.</p><p>This is a nigh-indestructible, extremely dangerous carnivore that could apparently jump in and out of the Upside Down, either at will or that of its master. It could theoretically victimize the entire town with ease. Yet, instead it kept dogging Will. This is what makes it hard to see Will as a case of “wrong place, wrong time.” If the Mindflayer just needed an incubator, it had any number of possibilities, including the people the demogorgon ate. </p><p>So, basically, the flickering lights were either because the demogorgon (or other Upside Down presence) was briefly at the Wheeler house that night, or the Duffers just weren’t 100% set on things, yet. I’d hope it’s the former, otherwise the story continuity takes a hit. I’m inclined to believe that the demogorgon started stalking Will at the moment, whether it was physically there at the time or not. What we don’t yet know is why.</p>
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<p>The swings hit me right in the feels.</p>
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<p>Careful, there&rsquo;s a small, but very vocal, portion of the fan base that hates any suggestion that Will matters. They have no idea why Brenner, or others like him, might be interested in the only person known to survive in the Upside Down without protective equipment.</p>
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Body: <h1>Hawkins’ School Counselor’s Christmas Movie Bonanza #2</h1><p>I got a modest reaction to my first movie post, so I figure I’ll keep it going. Next up&hellip;</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1481" data-orig-width="1000"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/874e3b3690ad566f0f4e7f9ae3f6260c/d22dfff7dcbc1573-c9/s2048x3072/274b927aed13dd3771a1dbd77c83dea220f8cf64.jpg" data-orig-height="1481" data-orig-width="1000" data-media-key="874e3b3690ad566f0f4e7f9ae3f6260c:d22dfff7dcbc1573-c9" alt="image"/></figure><p>Cast: Chevy Chase, Beverly D’Angelo, Randy Quaid, Johnny Galecki, Juliette Lewis</p><p>Plot: Clark Griswold (Chevy Chase) is back at it again. This time, he is dealing with all the stress of the holiday season. Between having both sets of grandparents over for the holidays, as well as some unexpected guests, and anxiously awaiting a Christmas bonus that’s already been spent, Clark and his family are constantly on edge. </p><p>Favorite Moment: This is one my family would watch every year (and I still do), and it’s extremely quotable, so it’s tough to choose. I think the edge would have to go to either Clark’s epic, profanity-laced rant once he gets his “bonus” or Aunt Bethany’s “saying of grace.”</p><p>Rating: 5/5 Christmas Trees</p><figure data-orig-height="123" data-orig-width="220"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0e523321c04d08c9598869ec6f40240c/d22dfff7dcbc1573-ea/s2048x3072/ae298c68503c47d7acf938faef9a549801781aa6.gif" data-orig-height="123" data-orig-width="220" data-media-key="0e523321c04d08c9598869ec6f40240c:d22dfff7dcbc1573-ea" alt="image"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="240" data-orig-width="320"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/317f7233d4defa4e0c82174c329e756f/d22dfff7dcbc1573-53/s2048x3072/c93eb555c13895280e1e164a101cf90c6f04a92a.gif" data-orig-height="240" data-orig-width="320" data-media-key="317f7233d4defa4e0c82174c329e756f:d22dfff7dcbc1573-53" alt="image"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="242" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cdfa5a668bc0496c5e30faf461ba4c0e/d22dfff7dcbc1573-a9/s2048x3072/5a7c1a3244b6edf13bcbc0446c7d99af9b1d9727.gif" data-orig-height="242" data-orig-width="500" data-media-key="cdfa5a668bc0496c5e30faf461ba4c0e:d22dfff7dcbc1573-a9" alt="image"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/717667ab1bf19238e6ba29544fe90c20/d22dfff7dcbc1573-0a/s2048x3072/fccc863b9622dd6de1a1deac204c39e46db13cfc.gif" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480" data-media-key="717667ab1bf19238e6ba29544fe90c20:d22dfff7dcbc1573-0a" alt="image"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="202" data-orig-width="360"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/31f7dac0bb02ad156fb56096ddb135e0/d22dfff7dcbc1573-34/s2048x3072/a3329b7dd5c01163e42d595ef286a34f5a920ac1.gif" data-orig-height="202" data-orig-width="360" data-media-key="31f7dac0bb02ad156fb56096ddb135e0:d22dfff7dcbc1573-34" alt="image"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fe0793722d5c52b9b75fe48780510c6c/d22dfff7dcbc1573-26/s2048x3072/160cb7c06fba1dce4df7c3a7efda6bc6dc8f1fb0.gif" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480" data-media-key="fe0793722d5c52b9b75fe48780510c6c:d22dfff7dcbc1573-26" alt="image"/></figure>
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Slug: hawkins-school-counselors-christmas-movie
Reblog key: G3c3mEPs
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: Hawkins’ School Counselor’s Christmas Movie Bonanza
Body: <p>

I thought sharing my favorite Christmas movies, as I’m watching them, could be a fun thing to do this year. Let me know if you’d like me to continue. Without further ado, here is the first:<br/></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="607" data-orig-width="426"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/045e1d23a6c4664f19357968bd0d8c2d/b939cdd0c7349699-c9/s540x810/61862bf85aee42797f751b49c096384b2c79347b.jpg" data-orig-height="607" data-orig-width="426"/></figure><p>Cast: Bill Murray, Karen Allen, Carol Kane, Bobcat Goldthwait, Alfre Woodard</p><p>Plot: In this modern-day (in 1988, anyway) retelling of A Christmas Carol, Bill Murray stars as Frank Cross, TV network president. Cross is miserable and greedy as any Scrooge as he plans a ridiculously inappropriate Christmas special, firing the only executive (Goldthwait) with the guts to tell him how crazy it is. Shenanigans ensue when his (deceased) boss comes to warn him about the path he’s on. </p><p>Favorite Moment: Far too many to mention, but Carol Kane as the Ghost of Christmas Present is just a delight. She’s clearly having the time of her life in the role.</p><p>Rating: 4.5/5 Egg Nogs</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0b790674b500e9e70aae51e7aa360e02/b939cdd0c7349699-32/s540x810/b1151d0cdab3d9e9ad37ddf1389a69a785ef8e5e.gif" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="275" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ac6fbf31c83114bda01f584bd2232531/b939cdd0c7349699-e5/s540x810/4447a83734b7ffd209c686387f2f8151449612c8.gif" data-orig-height="275" data-orig-width="500"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="286" data-orig-width="498"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/784db64a94bc4ce0a13d7934dbed334c/b939cdd0c7349699-93/s540x810/21638b51521d9f5f5ef2a651b9b8926ca354ddaf.gif" data-orig-height="286" data-orig-width="498"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/54d3ec173e1e844fe5e5138fd8f028cc/b939cdd0c7349699-4d/s540x810/82bb5a6aa0f23ca6a5859c6688801c2e8d076683.gif" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480"/></figure>
Tags: christmas movies, not stranger things, christmas 2021
Downloaded files: "61862bf85aee42797f751b49c096384b2c79347b.jpg",
 "b1151d0cdab3d9e9ad37ddf1389a69a785ef8e5e.gif",
 "4447a83734b7ffd209c686387f2f8151449612c8.gif",
 "21638b51521d9f5f5ef2a651b9b8926ca354ddaf.gif",
 "82bb5a6aa0f23ca6a5859c6688801c2e8d076683.gif"

Post id: 669146880785137664
Date: 2021-11-29 01:09:54 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/669146880785137664
Slug: now-that-were-past-thanksgiving-its-time-for-me
Reblog key: jbgXVbu2
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>Now that we’re past Thanksgiving, it’s time for me to start with Christmas movies. </p><p>So far, I’ve seen Christmas Vacation, Mickey’s Christmas Carol, and The Muppet Christmas Carol. I’m sure to watch those, and more, at least a few more times each in the next month.</p><p>Yeah, hawkinsschoolcounselor is a softie for Christmas movies.</p>
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Slug: just-throwing-this-out-there-but-for-someone
Reblog key: bXOG5CNq
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>Just throwing this out there, but, for someone with illusion powers, an abandoned, &ldquo;haunted&rdquo; house would be the perfect place to set up shop. If anyone came around, just create a creepy illusion to scare them away. Nobody would believe it, either, because it&rsquo;d sound like just another story about the house.</p><p>Of course, Dustin can&rsquo;t resist checking out a new curiosity door.</p>
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Slug: 
Reblog key: 3bSrCPgV
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Reblog name: willthecleric
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/669122945404272640">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>The door &amp; the rose glass  in the Creel house(movie eastereggs)</h2><p>You know people probably don&rsquo;t care. But since hellraiser 1-2 is said to inspire s4 of st. i wanted to mention a particular detail.  <strike>I think hellraiser will have quite a bit of influence over s4.</strike> But one scene in particular caught my attention . </p><p>So we see in the creel teaser- the rose glass on the door. And it <b>changes colors to symbolically show the darkness and or possession has taken over VIctor</b>. </p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="145" data-orig-width="300"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/238045902a26bbb9e81492e6fbdd2b2e/cdafce1bb4df767b-a8/s640x960/0c8f5663b17f8bf6789899ab7808c1b2fe80d6ad.png" data-orig-height="145" data-orig-width="300"/></figure></div><p><strike>Black &amp; red symbolically representing - death / darkness &amp; anger/ blood, respectively. You still see a  yellow halo (maybe a subversion of the holy-halo given how the creel murders had &ldquo;demon &rdquo; immagery in the newspaper clippings ). </strike></p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="460" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/688864696377c8bb8ef81d75e41a2a8d/cdafce1bb4df767b-d8/s640x960/6448aa6cf7706fbd32318d05be89ae392fc9f0c5.jpg" data-orig-height="460" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><ul><li>The siblings  laying near the door is both an eastergg to s3 of Heather attacking her fam when possessed . But also to another s4 film inspo (the shinning). Where <span class="npf_color_joey">the possessed father k*lls his children.</span></li></ul><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="646" data-orig-width="895"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f1147ee4457ccac2207a13e17ba92a7d/cdafce1bb4df767b-6f/s640x960/f9107a1b7ebf4c6e5a3eb9e0756b445c9b6a331d.jpg" data-orig-height="646" data-orig-width="895"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="305" data-orig-width="523"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/13e9fb043a55b7e2d27a9cb4f917a09a/cdafce1bb4df767b-e7/s640x960/754090b2595da1ec60b6c110934500ade131b6b2.jpg" data-orig-height="305" data-orig-width="523"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="319" data-orig-width="430"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/136c743259709cc36c10d47f476ad2a2/cdafce1bb4df767b-15/s640x960/2a21b0feef15562d559f5016a1900a02551f8cce.jpg" data-orig-height="319" data-orig-width="430"/></figure></div><p><strike>I think Alice may survive, but I digress. </strike></p><h2>So what about hellraiser? Well there&rsquo;s this scene. Notice the <span class="npf_color_niles">rose panned doors. </span></h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1195" data-orig-width="1728"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c456b7649f0e1f170c4a1a7faf0a7f13/cdafce1bb4df767b-0f/s640x960/03fa5b26de8d9209a5213af73596ece4ce3cb862.jpg" data-orig-height="1195" data-orig-width="1728"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1231" data-orig-width="1728"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b397afa72a160772806f0ff07c420056/cdafce1bb4df767b-51/s640x960/0437799084e3c64251114a2e096688fd8ce3750e.jpg" data-orig-height="1231" data-orig-width="1728"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1210" data-orig-width="1728"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/611216b37e0d4b6f91cc33cfc6da3601/cdafce1bb4df767b-68/s640x960/dd20843bdf24a1a89b1d10040defffd8e1d64d9e.jpg" data-orig-height="1210" data-orig-width="1728"/></figure></div><p>For context - this line &ldquo; come to daddy&rdquo; makes her realize <span class="npf_color_joey"><b>this man  isn&rsquo;t her father (he simply has his face).</b> </span></p><p>Also given the stephen king&rsquo;s &ldquo; the shinning&rdquo; ( was confirmed inspo for s4). And over 7 stephen king films/books  were said to  inspire stranger things. What about the stephen king mini series &ldquo;<span class="npf_color_niles">rose red&rdquo; </span><span class="npf_color_joey">about a haunted house ?</span></p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="317" data-orig-width="493"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d252337c91c7c3584df5c2c8df62d94d/cdafce1bb4df767b-53/s640x960/c3f328e27e21c600c0fd65649b427622264abf73.png" data-orig-height="317" data-orig-width="493"/></figure></div><p> Hmm , sounds a bit familiar&hellip; house in the past had horrible m*rder.  Decades later, a group of people visit the home. The house (called rose red) <b>causes people who go inside to hallucinate/ &ldquo;go crazy&rdquo; </b>. And most of them barely escape the house -in the end.  maybe it is inspo&hellip; I mean <b>one of the guys visiting &lsquo;rose red&quot;  is named Steve haha. </b><strike>I haven&rsquo;t had time to watch the series though. </strike></p></blockquote>
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Slug: 
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Reblog name: tsugarubecker
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://alteritymonster.tumblr.com/post/633076095521095680">alteritymonster</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://design-thoughts.tumblr.com/post/633055360906919936/people-that-treat-byler-like-its-the-equivalent">design-thoughts</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/yousaidyes/633054325515698176">yousaidyes</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://design-thoughts.tumblr.com/post/633053471872073728/not-to-be-petty-but-when-people-treat-byler-like">design-thoughts</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Not to be petty, but when people treat Byler like Drarry and say things like &ldquo;oh totally, I agree I think that would (hypothetically) be soooo cute&rdquo; it really grinds my gears.</p><p>I know the difference between fanon and canon. It&rsquo;s not my fault none of you are paying attention to the canon narrative set-up and dynamic between Mike and Will. </p><p>I respect fanon ships completely, but that is not what I&rsquo;m talking about here. At all.</p><p>Byler is written like it <i>could</i> become canon. It has a narrative logic and canon moments that suggest authorial intent.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not saying you have to ship Byler if you don&rsquo;t relate to it, but ignoring or genuinely not seeing the canon evidence for it reads as a bit heteronormative to me and it&rsquo;s a teeny tiny bit frustrating.</p><p>(If Will was a girl you&rsquo;d all see it very easily&hellip;)</p></blockquote><p>MOOD! whenever i see someone act like byler is just some made up fantasy ship and not something that has more potential than any other ship on the show and has parallels that are not only blatant but superior with so many of those ships and is literally driving the whole plot, it makes me wanna rip my hair out. </p></blockquote><p>People that treat Byler like it’s the equivalent of Madwheeler or Ronance (which are totally fine Stranger Things fanon ships and I don’t mean any disrespect!) are just not bothering to familiarize themselves with why a lot of fans care about Byler in the first place. Byler isn’t that “well, they smiled at each other once so now we want to write fanfictions in which they are dating” ship, it’s a “there is literally so much canon foreshadowing that these two characters might eventually be more than friends” ship.</p><p>If Will was a girl people would immediately see a potential love triangle.</p><p>Will and Mike have a unique dynamic that is different than Mike’s relationship with Lucas or Dustin and it’s different than Will’s dynamic with Lucas or Dustin too. What that might evolve into later in the series is, of course, uncertain. But the way people dismiss Byler as simply “fans wanting characters to be gay” is obnoxious, ignorant, heteronormative, and patronizing.</p></blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="208" data-orig-width="424"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6ea7b2ed75d673b3234651ddc725a5a3/f5a9332643b347e8-c8/s640x960/85e4eb2a1bacdd88ebe8c234cca6a77d21aaaed0.gif" data-orig-height="208" data-orig-width="424"/></figure></div></blockquote>
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Reblog key: WowZ5gxG
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/668952692651098112
Reblog name: kaypeace21
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/668952692651098112/i-love-how-the-st-songs-the-first-kiss-the-first" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>I love how the st songs ‘the first kiss, the first lie&quot; and the “first I love you”- show the failed<b> first relationships of the wheeler siblings.</b> The simplicity is beauituful.</p><h2><b>1. The first</b> <span class="npf_color_niles">kiss</span></h2><p>- plays during <span class="npf_color_niles">m*leven’s first kiss </span>(in  s1).</p><p>- plays in s2 when <span class="npf_color_niles">st*ncy kiss</span> and she then looks at jonathan walking away</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="344" data-orig-width="408"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7934079be6cdfc0a9033e7e49600e806/83047b3cc813e2d7-f6/s2048x3072/a56204e34f34150850b7e093a60f4077fe4d5279.png" data-orig-height="344" data-orig-width="408" data-media-key="7934079be6cdfc0a9033e7e49600e806:83047b3cc813e2d7-f6" alt="image"/></figure><h2><b>2. The first</b> <span class="npf_color_joey">lie</span></h2><p>- is reference to murray saying   “<span class="npf_color_joey">the first lie</span>” is  Nancy lying about having feelings for a mr. BYERS .  And Murray says “the second lie” is claiming she loves Steve.  Aka both wheelers lying about their “love” for their first s.o (when hiding feelings for a Byers).</p><p>- s3 max says  to el about  m*leven “boyfriends <span class="npf_color_joey">lie</span> all the time”. And m*leven breakup over Mike <span class="npf_color_joey">lying</span>. El in s3 also questions whether Mike’s “<b>feelings</b> are a <span class="npf_color_joey">lie</span>”.  We also see the 2 divorced couples in the show in s1/s3 yell “don’t <span class="npf_color_joey">lie</span> to me!” Aka don’t lie to your love interest - it won’t end <b>well.Both Nancy when dating Steve and Mike when dating El - are said to be</b> “<span class="npf_color_joey">lying</span>” by various characters (aka lying about their feelings for their Bf/gf).</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="553" data-orig-width="979"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b6e999b3545926653c2e4f8eeb551937/83047b3cc813e2d7-9f/s2048x3072/bbd860483bf6ae6ee922e251ee583e44c44139b7.png" data-orig-height="553" data-orig-width="979" data-media-key="b6e999b3545926653c2e4f8eeb551937:83047b3cc813e2d7-9f"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="710" data-orig-width="534"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6936bf1cbd111b27f92399ef3a1e8028/83047b3cc813e2d7-a4/s2048x3072/12a481758c040d4a012d85a73b7d32f5eac102f2.png" data-orig-height="710" data-orig-width="534" data-media-key="6936bf1cbd111b27f92399ef3a1e8028:83047b3cc813e2d7-a4"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="782" data-orig-width="521"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2d8baf099b6feac04d7b91121228eaba/83047b3cc813e2d7-6b/s2048x3072/a350be33a074eccc4d0dd7a734b0a5d00cc60d5a.png" data-orig-height="782" data-orig-width="521" data-media-key="2d8baf099b6feac04d7b91121228eaba:83047b3cc813e2d7-6b"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="790" data-orig-width="453"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fc210bb16b9a9f43f86e2d94ad0231a6/83047b3cc813e2d7-7b/s2048x3072/291434e3d5a5c9f3ba087509f955ecc2093de379.png" data-orig-height="790" data-orig-width="453" data-media-key="fc210bb16b9a9f43f86e2d94ad0231a6:83047b3cc813e2d7-7b"/></figure><h2><b>3.The first</b> <span class="npf_color_ross">I love you</span></h2><p>-nancy in s2 says to steve <span class="npf_color_ross">“I love you too”. </span>Her<span class="npf_color_ross"> first i love </span>- in the series. Later she says <b>“its bullshit”</b> as a way to say she doesn’t love him romantically .El even says <span class="npf_color_ross">“I love you too”</span> similar to Nancy to steve.<strike> I also don’t believe El “loves” Mike romantically.</strike></p><p>- Dustin says in s3 “<b>it’s bullshit” </b>when max says m*leven is “romantic” and lucas says “they’re <span class="npf_color_joey">lying</span>”. And similar to nancy first&quot;  i love you&quot; to Steve being bs. Mike’s is most likely the same.  Also this song only plays 2x in s3:  during El’s romantic confession and during the failed st*bin confession. <i><strike>cough cause robin &amp; Mike are gay . And can’t recoprocate.  This is also why  the composition of “the first lie” and “first I love you” sound the same: similar to st*ncy … m*leven’s love is the <span class="npf_color_joey">lie</span>.</strike></i></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="237" data-orig-width="465"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ed88e7960fa53db2f1d6f7731eba525a/83047b3cc813e2d7-33/s2048x3072/f5c3f0ccc5843600eee12c978fb09607b054d0f2.png" data-orig-height="237" data-orig-width="465" data-media-key="ed88e7960fa53db2f1d6f7731eba525a:83047b3cc813e2d7-33" alt="image"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1296" data-orig-width="932"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/98e7262fd88f1d947aaf8d6942563e22/83047b3cc813e2d7-48/s2048x3072/660bceae3a5c6a480298da85b6518b76e6b925c7.png" data-orig-height="1296" data-orig-width="932" data-media-key="98e7262fd88f1d947aaf8d6942563e22:83047b3cc813e2d7-48" alt="image"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="510" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0a96c397694373414e18f5ca7bb25c98/83047b3cc813e2d7-7d/s2048x3072/f94a1cb0df7d7aacabe0b0cf00e78a1740ed6c9b.png" data-orig-height="510" data-orig-width="540" data-media-key="0a96c397694373414e18f5ca7bb25c98:83047b3cc813e2d7-7d"/></figure><h2>Both of their <b>FIRST</b> <b>relationships</b> aren’t endgame: aka their first kisses, lies, and love you’s of said 1st relationships are shown via songs.</h2><p class="npf_chat" data-npf='{"subtype":"chat"}'><strike>Not even getting into all the m*leven parallels to st*ncy &amp; stobin.</strike></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/668928617756213248">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="247" data-orig-width="1125"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b66e4fe139254eb02fee24276e62f63e/b70ff15464d891bc-4b/s640x960/18968cc5de852d7da34718d25fbe3fd1493ec32e.jpg" data-orig-height="247" data-orig-width="1125"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="448" data-orig-width="526" data-tumblr-attribution="munsnz:lbuMmO0810_R_zQ-6TnR0w:ZkTjjTaS9fNh0m00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ec330161ee7aefb9db926adff3836402/b70ff15464d891bc-fc/s640x960/77f4804e24b3081647a2a27ed000b14c10589b50.gif" data-orig-height="448" data-orig-width="526"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="259" data-orig-width="540" data-tumblr-attribution="bylerlovers:l3UB253Q8KuXPtTqvb6B3Q:ZqUKKWYGC4-YWq00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ddb138aff2a1d3ecd62f8676d54620cd/b70ff15464d891bc-a9/s640x960/33889ea4426f13e15f50618e43a13d82f2dae2ec.gif" data-orig-height="259" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="500" data-tumblr-attribution="bypowers:UGBjfvtIRkn6QPdOC92DUw:Zg8akZ2lvSZs_"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/358f949ae7b095b65b89638ba0271ea5/b70ff15464d891bc-c6/s640x960/3237c0e857cddaf34133c717eac1dff9d3cfd369.gif" data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="500" data-orig-width="500" data-tumblr-attribution="kaypeace21:pAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ:ZuDTMe2jNl6b6"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b6e0bd3d12f2af3bc2647e143f42f010/b70ff15464d891bc-43/s640x960/1ea903483b7ef440c4bc07eea1c73927229e0d67.gif" data-orig-height="500" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="269" data-orig-width="540" data-tumblr-attribution="dailystrangerthings:J3vzDxdVGUNEQomxkz-Jpw:ZRrE9oarxIGkuW00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1c96b5bd735073c736f80c3515fce283/b70ff15464d891bc-9c/s640x960/4d94b4d58ba238075f639e0530290254b8485b63.gif" data-orig-height="269" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>I still cannot comprehend that there are some fans who think the writers plan on not doing anything with this&hellip;</p></blockquote>
<p>And just like that it became clear that, yes, we <i>were </i>supposed to be seeing something brewing between those boys.</p><p>Still, it somehow took “It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!” and a goddamn Alan Turing hero project to get people to even start asking if Will could be gay.</p><p>Sadly, far too many people seem to believe there’s only two possible outcomes here:</p><ol><li>Will ends up heartbroken when Mike rejects him. This would make the Duffers look really bad, as they would have created a gay character just to make him suffer.</li><li>Will gets a random boyfriend out of nowhere sometime in season 5, giving him a relationship, but one that is secondary and inferior to the “main ship” of Mike and El. Again, this would make the Duffers look bad because it would look like a cheap way of claiming LGBT representation while making it inconsequential to the overall story.</li></ol><p>Heteronormativity may have lost its grip a bit over the past decade, but it’s still a fairly powerful force. </p>
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Reblog key: 7nwmEe31
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Body: <p>As it is Thanksgiving in America, I’d like to take a moment to express what I am thankful for.</p><ul><li>That we are eventually getting season 4.</li><li>That I still have gainful employment three years after landing a job after two years being un- or under-employed.</li><li>That I have this wonderful internet community to be part of.</li><li>That my Christmas break next month has been extended from a week and a half to two full weeks.</li><li>That people are so uncomfortable with Mike and Will being a thing that they’d go out of their way to send me Asks telling me how foolish I am.</li><li>That pumpkin pie is a thing.</li></ul>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/tolkienmercury-deactivated20220/668766572520882176">tolkienmercury-deactivated20220</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I just need a scene where Will&rsquo;s safety is put at risk and we see Mike LOSE HIS SHIT and then Will realizes just how much Mike cares about him. </p></blockquote>
<p>I agree. I feel like this is the sort of thing to get Mike to pull his head out of his ass if he’s still in high level denial in season 4. It would also get Will “I’m Just a Third Wheel” Byers to realize that he is more loved than he thinks.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/668751846340509696">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/668751200302268416">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1520" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4dff72986f8ce9c00357945c787e4f13/51113ff343668b72-9f/s640x960/67cc069250ad6fb3e36788dbd15da7d427de67f5.png" data-orig-height="1520" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>So, uh, yeah&hellip;</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know how I got up to 146 items in my inbox. I apologize to anyone whose Asks I didn&rsquo;t get to. I knew there were some I didn&rsquo;t address, and there&rsquo;s certainly some repeats in there I just never deleted, but 146?!</p><p>I&rsquo;ll have to go through that over Thanksgiving break to see if there&rsquo;s any I just never noticed.</p></blockquote><h1><b>HSC when he sees all of this:</b></h1><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/umDr0mPuyQc" data-orig-width="267" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="267" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/umDr0mPuyQc?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure></blockquote>
<p>Me giving <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA">@0aurelion-sol0</a> proof when they didn&rsquo;t believe my claim:</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4a6eb0c8b5fb3ef6cd370c99221de6e1/3a157b587ca01518-6d/s640x960/19fc5dfaaf3af1f2d3ac8f5c1c38b25685222090.gif" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="640"/></figure></div>
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Body: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1520" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4dff72986f8ce9c00357945c787e4f13/51113ff343668b72-9f/s640x960/67cc069250ad6fb3e36788dbd15da7d427de67f5.png" data-orig-height="1520" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>So, uh, yeah&hellip;</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know how I got up to 146 items in my inbox. I apologize to anyone whose Asks I didn&rsquo;t get to. I knew there were some I didn&rsquo;t address, and there&rsquo;s certainly some repeats in there I just never deleted, but 146?!</p><p>I&rsquo;ll have to go through that over Thanksgiving break to see if there&rsquo;s any I just never noticed.</p>
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Body: <p>More stuck in traffic thoughts:</p><p>Mike goes with El to the skating rink. El introduces him as her boyfriend. I imagine that she&rsquo;s told her classmates that she has one &ldquo;back home.&rdquo; Something bad then happens, leaving El embarrassed band distraught. Maybe they make fun of him, and he skates away, leaving her alone. Maybe he gets flustered and tactlessly chooses then to reveal that they aren&rsquo;t dating anymore.</p><p>This could set up a lot of drama, especially if she&rsquo;s soon &ldquo;captured.&rdquo; Mike would be incredibly emotional and desperate to apologize.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/668603760624402433/we-only-saw-mileven-as-a-couple-for-like-two">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/willbyersxmikewheeler-deactivat/668487026862096384">willbyersxmikewheeler-deactivat</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/tolkienmercury-deactivated20220/668485130842767360">tolkienmercury-deactivated20220</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/willbyersxmikewheeler-deactivat/668409552951197696">willbyersxmikewheeler-deactivat</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="462" data-orig-width="1242"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3d12ff5f2a9356318091d60b2e1b2c42/438eb94059eb579a-b8/s640x960/919294f6069d12e5a2e7f7a0ac7268dd991e7acb.jpg" data-orig-height="462" data-orig-width="1242"/></figure></div><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Noah describe the new season as <span class="npf_color_rachel"><i>unexpected, romantic and exhilarating. </i></span>Will? Romantic? Unexpected? Definitely something that people won’t expect then, maybe byler? - People might expect Will to be gay, but people won’t expect his love interest to be Mike.</p></blockquote><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>+ in the TikTok live Noah streamed at Halloween he answered fan questions from time to time, including <span class="npf_color_rachel">“is Will gay?”</span> and he answer <span class="npf_color_rachel">“I- who knows”.</span></p></blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="372" data-orig-width="1242"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/774310ebbd53bb32cf96ffd4b954572a/438eb94059eb579a-64/s640x960/0541e757545b5366f962328d98964d1bbfa49a98.jpg" data-orig-height="372" data-orig-width="1242"/></figure></div><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Finn said that Mike will be visiting <span class="npf_color_rachel">“someone”</span> - obviously it’s Will because why else would he have phrased it as <b>someone</b> instead of just saying Eleven? I mean I guess it could have been because of spoilers but cmon… everyone would have figured it out anyways!</p></blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="799" data-orig-width="1242"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b88d26bfe730c20afc0c0e4ff62fe6db/438eb94059eb579a-96/s640x960/ca30939f32ab6fdff4bfa53256083f71459e2fd0.jpg" data-orig-height="799" data-orig-width="1242"/></figure></div><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>As well, in the new season we’ll get to see a <span class="npf_color_rachel">more emotional </span>side to Mike, and he’ll preform a <span class="npf_color_rachel">huge monologue</span>. The only really emotional scenes we’ve had with Mike has always been a scene of him together with Will, so I think it could be a possibility again. </p></blockquote><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>+ in the latest trailer we never once saw a scene with Mike and El together, and she seemed to be kidnapped too or something, so I don’t really see the possibility here?</p></blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="508" data-orig-width="1242"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/898a90465fc329509160365c94c852f4/438eb94059eb579a-7e/s640x960/782e0326be35a2561f1f346654f2b001d5dc6733.jpg" data-orig-height="508" data-orig-width="1242"/></figure></div><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>As we already know, Mike and Eleven are not a couple anymore - we never got a confirmation that they would have gotten back together in the end of season 3 and Mike seemed rather confused when Eleven expressed her feelings in the last episode - so why would he go visit her?</p></blockquote></blockquote><p>Ok this is beside the point but they said Mileven was the show&rsquo;s longest lasting couple?? They just gonna forget about Jancy like that?? Jancy was together way before Mileven. This is Jancy erasure and I will not stand for it. Mileven literally broke up 2 episodes after they started dating and it wasn&rsquo;t even confirmed that they got back together in the s3 finale. Why do straight people say shit like this lmao??</p></blockquote><p>Lmao yeah apparently mi!even has been a “couple” since the first season even tho it didn’t seem like it and you’re right people seem to not care about jancy at all. Idk straight people seem to like mi!even the most even though they’re toxic af which is something I will never understand</p></blockquote><p>We only saw Mileven as a couple for like… two episodes. 😂😂 Longest lasting couple my ass. 🤣</p></blockquote>
<p>What if Mike&rsquo;s monologue is an elaborate &ldquo;it&rsquo;s not you, it&rsquo;s me&rdquo; to El. Then she goes and gets captured and he&rsquo;s an absolute wreck that the last thing he said to her was a breakup speech.</p>
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<p>Lol, wut?</p><p>I guess he might specifically mean the less <i>supernaturally</i> scary storyline because I&rsquo;d be terrified if the military broke into my house and I had to go on the run.</p><p>At the same time, though, I do expect some humor from that storyline. Argyle alone should be golden, but add in a highly emotional Mike, a probably more confident Will, and a frustrated Jonathan&hellip;yeah, I can see the potential there.</p><p>I still want a scene where Argyle asks Jonathan just which of his siblings Mike is dating. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/668481775221309440/idk-why-people-keep-assuming-mike-and-el-got-back">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/lilithisamess/667582650286014465">lilithisamess</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spookywheeler.tumblr.com/post/667581018654588929/just-read-the-news-and-its-so-ridiculous-it-says">spookywheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/crazy-together-reddie/667578561607155712">crazy-together-reddie</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Oh my god they&rsquo;re finally piecing things together.</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1418" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8c8b49747877e21e9868b10b16f28195/07a4efd78ec9fb33-8c/s640x960/53a76200b39978a604ca790353c8c985b875ee93.jpg" data-orig-height="1418" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>The m!leven shippers are finally figuring things out guys!! </p></blockquote><p>Just read the news and it&rsquo;s so ridiculous, it says that because the shot where Mike is shown shows only a part of his room means another love interest next to him???? They theorize that while still missing the open closet lmao. Also wtf Melvin literally broke up at S3 CnJaBdbA</p></blockquote><p>obviously this is from screen rant. they’re the ones that wrote that article abt how will and mike aren’t friends (talked abt it <a href="https://lilithisamess.tumblr.com/post/652290479824764928/so-i-found-this-article-affirming-that-mike-and">here</a>.)</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="601" data-orig-width="1476"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cbf79fb384114b62bd508c05bc233244/36b2e8a1868d4d8a-8d/s640x960/a41bf0e6261db072c6b0b0561595abed68a3ddb2.jpg" data-orig-height="601" data-orig-width="1476"/></figure></div><p>fucking hell</p><p>straight people are so dumb 😭😭😭</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="488" data-orig-width="1471"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a7ffbcb3b7a407490035d496e7b45f31/36b2e8a1868d4d8a-16/s640x960/6ac5009499eb0af07a85106992d019543f83571b.jpg" data-orig-height="488" data-orig-width="1471"/></figure></div><p>the writer didn’t watch se3 or 2 apparently? they weren’t reunited and there never was any madwheeler teasing. if anything, the opposite’s true. </p><p>the audience was supposed to see that el misinterpreted the situation and did something fucked up while trying to mimic the media’s representation of romance (which often included and includes a lot of toxic jealousy.)</p><p>wtf’s wrong with the general st audience???</p></blockquote><p>Idk why people keep assuming Mike and El got back together. We literally did not see a scene where they got back together. They can’t even agree on when a reconciliation happened. Because there wasn’t one. 🤡  These people bs as if Mileven is the main ship then ignore that if it was and they reunited WE WOULD SEE IT because that’s what happens when the main ship reunites. But they aren’t the main ship and they did not get back together.</p><p>Also if anything Mike was jealous of Max because he thought Will liked her. Notice how he was okay with her being in the party after she got with Lucas… because she was not available anymore. 💀</p></blockquote>
<p>This could be a visual aid far in the future for teaching what heteronormativity was like. You have a male and female character literally at each other’s throats, so, naturally, they must be getting teased as a couple. </p><p>So much damage has been done to how society views relationships.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sollody/668466113559101440">sollody</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Thoughts? Anyone?</h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5a04604480d331f960bd9e0bb94fdd41/6ca8e8312ffc1d06-9c/s640x960/744314d11f509c520d09603037f2d2ab7834a810.jpg" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><h1><small>Also, wasn&rsquo;t <b><span class="npf_color_joey">Megan Gilbert</span></b> the one responsible for the <i>Stranger Writers Twitter Account</i>?</small></h1><p><small><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> , <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> , <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a> , <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MjvIsn_7rCcy4YiDhqnQSTg">@sttheorycraft</a> <strike>in case this is useful info&hellip; or so.</strike></small></p><p><small><a href="https://href.li/?https://www.cheatsheet.com/entertainment/stranger-things-fans-call-showrunners-arrogant-over-season-4-release-date.html/">FULL ARTICLE</a></small></p></blockquote>
<p>Megan was one of the people who ran the Stranger Writers account. She did get let go a few months ago, though. No reasons were given for this, but she did post on her personal Twitter that her boyfriend had to remind her that she was let go, not fired.</p><p>She was not a writer, as the “article” claims, at least not to the extent that she would get a Written By credit. I believe she worked as a production assistant, potentially in the writer’s room, though.</p><p>As for the episode titles, let’s not act too shocked. It’s not like episode titles haven’t changed between the announcement teaser and release before. I think this is a risky thing for her to post, though. She’s trying to get her own career going, and it will damage her reputation if she’s seen as untrustworthy or bitter. Regardless, I do expect at least a couple of those episodes (like “The Dive” and “The Piggyback”) to get different (read: better) titles when summer rolls around. Even an episode title like The Massacre at Hawkins Lab is so specific and provocative that I wonder why they’d reveal it so soon. It could be a misdirection.</p><p>Side note, I’m still experiencing a 101 degree fever because my body doesn’t know how to chill the hell out when getting vaccines. Hopefully, it isn’t affecting the coherence of my posts.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/668423961189679104">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Lmao the biggest troll to all the shippers  would be if Mike&rsquo;s monologue (had nothing to do with ships) and  was literally a  monologue  from a play</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/85a4a2cf5685a122d83c187684aad7fc/c61d9aa67e4a570e-6e/s640x960/fec9d968a6a5f26154e1d81f12538b821902fbab.jpg" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>Maybe not. But &hellip; c'mon, it would be funny. XD </p></blockquote>
<p>That would be funny. Maybe it could work for both, though. Like he has a monologue that ends up having a special meaning for him.</p><p>Also, the Drama Club presentation is set for April 1st. It’d be an odd advertisement if the season takes place well into April like some people are saying. The timeline for this season is really all screwy thanks to that “Day 185″ business.</p>
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Body: <p>Ok, a message to my dear readers:</p><p>I just got my Covid booster. My body tends to be very overdramatic about vaccines. I’d say it tends to be a “Mike Wheeler” level of unnecessary drama. </p><p>So, if I seem a bit out of it over the next day or so, I just want this out there as a disclaimer.</p>
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Body: <p>Stuck in traffic thought:</p><p>What if Mike&rsquo;s big, emotional monologue is a eulogy?</p>
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<p>Dude, that was <i>Mike</i> when Mike said meeting Will was the best thing he had ever done.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/mayabruhbruh/667921979848998912">mayabruhbruh</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="467" data-orig-width="934"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9f8d4337e8d5527de01b8e52cda98d3b/14eba6cf6d5849ff-c9/s640x960/11589e78e870940823a9f8c65542a4ae1d4bd5c2.png" data-orig-height="467" data-orig-width="934"/></figure></div><p>Ok I keep making these weird posts about nothing but WHATS REALLY GETTING ME RIGHT NOW IS THAT there was absolutely no Mileven in that damn teaser and I’m kind of mad about it. Yeah, we got the letter (<i>which was not <span class="npf_color_joey">really</span> that “lovey dovey cutesy wootsy we’re still dating“ if you ask me</i>) and Mike reading it (<i>……</i>) and all that, but… <i>that’s it? </i>Like, what are they doing with that? Arguably a main thing that the fans would want is the two of them at least in the same blurry frame together, right? But I didn’t see it. Nothing, in fact, that links to them ever meeting! Obviously they will, how could they not, but the teaser just makes it seem like Mike and El are never at the same place at the same time?? <i>Why</i> did they do that? And I’m not even trying to link this to byler, I’m just genuinely confused? </p><p>I keep seeing all these edits on Instagram, and they all have the same trend of clipping the El shots right next to the one of Mike reading the letter, because that’s all the content they got! There could be a plethora of reasons for why whoever makes the trailers did this, like maybe all the scenes they’re in together are too risky to add into teasers and they all have some sort of spoiler… (<i>all of them? really</i>), OR they’re doing it on purpose to display some sort of boundary? Maybe they just found all the perfect clips to put in the teaser and none of them happened to include Mileven, simple as that. I just find it extremely odd. If someone would like to explain I’m all ears LOL</p></blockquote>
<p>To me, it&rsquo;s another thing that makes the content of the letter clash with the actual teaser. El is looking forward to seeing Mike, but, as far as we know, doesn&rsquo;t get to. At least, she doesn&rsquo;t get to in any timely manner. Does he get awkward around her when he gets there? Does he decide to spend time with Will at first? Is she invited to a skating party that the others aren&rsquo;t?</p><p>I&rsquo;m really wondering if they don&rsquo;t get to spend any time together before the plot kicks into high gear. </p><p>And, let&rsquo;s be honest, part of Mike&rsquo;s overall character arc has been having confusing, mixed up feelings regarding her and Will. If something happens to El, he&rsquo;d probably blame himself for not being there, especially if it was because he chose to spend time with Will, instead.</p>
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Body: <figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="464" data-orig-width="623"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a247f3ccc9aeb890218e1c2642172108/1a7bda7efbbf79df-19/s540x810/d8cbd6e35fd320255a6452463be753358addabfa.png" data-orig-height="464" data-orig-width="623"/></figure><p>So, this is from Will Byers’ Secret Files. It doesn’t seem to be a particularly serious book. It’s mostly fun little Easter eggs for the gap between seasons 2 and 3. There’s some neat character stuff in there, and you can get a sense of everyone’s relationships to Will through little notes and things they left for him. </p><p>Still, I saw people on Twitter talking about this, so I had to check it out.</p><p>Nina Kulagina. She was a real woman who lived from 1926-1990, and she had purported psychic powers. </p><p>Nina. The Nina Project?</p><p>Now, I don’t really expect this woman to end up being a character in the show. I feel it’s bad taste to put real people into fiction, unless it’s a public figure like a politician. I feel the same way with using real events, particularly tragic ones, such as Chernobyl. </p><p>However&hellip;</p><p>What if the Russians started their own version of MKUltra with the intentions of creating another Nina (or a real one, depending on whether her abilities were real in the ST universe). Or maybe it was an American effort to create its own “Nina.”</p><p>It could be a massive coincidence, but I just don’t see why this would need to be in the book if it didn’t connect to things somehow. </p><p>Or maybe I’m just bored and overthinking things.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/667849773246709760/funny-how-millie-tries-to-play-it-off-after-she">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://bylerbrainrot.tumblr.com/post/667827551195021312/mbb-hitting-the-uno-reverse-card">bylerbrainrot</a>:</p><blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_r2k8cw1taT1zuykq5.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_r2k8cw1taT1zuykq5.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":1280,"height":720},"poster":[{"media_key":"dda97135ce9763ab8644bcbbac6b8990:3c16786a9d27e569-e8","type":"image/jpeg","width":540,"height":304,"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/dda97135ce9763ab8644bcbbac6b8990/3c16786a9d27e569-e8/s540x810/94546cca8d228c39523e217e6b52ede2f0f5fe17.jpg"}]}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/dda97135ce9763ab8644bcbbac6b8990/3c16786a9d27e569-e8/s540x810/94546cca8d228c39523e217e6b52ede2f0f5fe17.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_r2k8cw1taT1zuykq5.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure><p>mbb hitting the uno reverse card</p></blockquote><p>Funny how Millie tries to play it off after she knows where El’s character ends up (Noah stated they all now know this).</p><p>Almost as if she knows Mileven doesn’t end up together. 💀</p></blockquote>
<p>That is pretty funny. I’m glad to see she doesn’t really buy into all of that. It’d be concerning if she really felt it was a model relationship. It’s a shame she’s pressured into answering a certain way, but I suppose that’s the way it is when you’re trying to please fans.</p><p>Keep in mind that the same is likely true to Finn, Noah, and others. Let’s all just be careful of how we interpret cast interviews.</p>
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Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>Headcanon (99% unlikely):</p><p>The papers Mike is looking at in the teaser are, or at least include, notes and drawings for a campaign Will was helping him design to impress the Hellfire Club. </p><p>Yeah, I&rsquo;m basically stretching to involve Will since it fits with my theory that he&rsquo;s subtly influencing all the supernatural stuff.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/mayabruhbruh/667804663364648960">mayabruhbruh</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="282" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d825e3b2a7ee7c874f9112d7d8ce92b5/cc2301ed5a991c0d-20/s640x960/6c4e6ab7e095fdc9bc2a7bc02110e9c7ed65d292.png" data-orig-height="282" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><p>Will holding this poster in the teaser feels like a HUGE step for everyone. Like massive compared to the little pieces we’ve been getting for three seasons. I feel like, though a lot of people are worried about the whole will storyline overall, I’m super excited about it. Based off of this teaser, it feels really imminent that the heroes project is important to the beginning of the show, maybe the first few episodes I don’t know. But El is doing Hopper, and Will is doing Alan Turing, and the topic is <i>going</i> to spring up in an episode eventually and the confrontation? the possible excuses? Mike finding out? There’s just so much in store I mean I don’t even know what to expect! But what I do know is that I’m definitely not worried about not getting clarification his season.</p></blockquote>
<p>What’s interesting about it to me is that I certainly don’t remember learning about Alan Turing in school. Will is in high school a full 10 years before I was. This suggests that he may have learned about Turing on his own or in a technology club, perhaps the A/V Club. He’s apparently important enough to Will for him to be Will’s personal hero. The question I have, though, is does Will know Turing was gay, at least at the time he did the project?</p><p>Now, I’m certainly not suggesting that Turing doesn’t represent what we think it represents. The writers chose <i>Turing</i>, of all possible people, to be Will’s subject for this project. Samuel Morse was both an artist and inventor, and we know Will knows Morse Code, so he would certainly have been an easy choice if they were only concerned with matching Will’s hobbies and aspirations. What makes Turing stand out is the fact that he was gay and horribly mistreated for it. </p><p>If Will wasn’t already getting bullied for perceived homosexuality at his new school, I can only imagine he will be now. I’ll be interested in seeing how he reacts if someone calls him out for doing a project on a gay historical figure. That would give us a hint as to where he is with his self-acceptance. If he recoils and tries to do damage control, then he might be in denial. If he gets angry, but defends Turing, then he might be in a better place with it.</p><p>Unfortunately, I don’t know that we’ll get to see that. I imagine the focus will be on El and her heartbreakingly adorable Hopper diorama. One or both of those projects may end up getting torn apart, at least figuratively, if not literally, by bullies. Hey, maybe we’ll get to see Will throw a punch or two, though. </p>
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Reblog key: z4TkwiSl
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>I’m just putting this out there even though others have probably already thought it, too.</p><p>Dustin and Mike may encounter a servant of Vecna in a Hellfire Club D&amp;D session. This is what will prompt someone, most likely Dustin, to dub the new threat Vecna. It’ll be important to remember that Vecna was considered a mere myth in the world of D&amp;D back in the time Stranger Things takes place. His artifacts existed, but he didn’t, having been killed long ago. I wonder if someone in the Hellfire Club acquires a powerful, but cursed, item.</p><p>I’d be willing to bet that one of the player characters gets cursed during the game, and that is where the episode title comes from. Cue parallels with the actual events unfolding in Hawkins.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/keijieros/667765992602140673">keijieros</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/667760170868359168">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://paladin-n-cleric.tumblr.com/post/667717536270450688/i-hate-instagram-can-you-get-any-slower-hj">paladin-n-cleric</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2205" data-orig-width="1242"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f1201cfa7404048bd12eeffa451471b8/45c40eef8bd5d944-6e/s640x960/ae0ea69cc66488252ee5c337d7cac81a61e9a3c8.jpg" data-orig-height="2205" data-orig-width="1242"/></figure></div><p>i hate instagram </p></blockquote><p>It&rsquo;s things like this that make me wonder if I belong in this fandom. We&rsquo;re a pretty good bunch here on Tumblr, but we&rsquo;re a pretty small part compared to people like this. </p><p>Imagine watching three seasons of a show and not noticing a big part of a main character. They better pay attention in history class because Alan Turing deserves to be recognized.</p></blockquote><p>Uh… Are people actually <b>that</b> oblivious? What’s next, someone finally realise that Robin is a lesbian and can’t be shipped with Steve romantically? </p></blockquote>
<p>I mean, I did have a student tell me he wants Robin to go out with Steve. I told him that Robin likes girls, and he nonchalantly said &ldquo;I know.&rdquo;</p><p>Never underestimate the heteronormativity of kids.</p>
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<p>It&rsquo;s things like this that make me wonder if I belong in this fandom. We&rsquo;re a pretty good bunch here on Tumblr, but we&rsquo;re a pretty small part compared to people like this. </p><p>Imagine watching three seasons of a show and not noticing a big part of a main character. They better pay attention in history class because Alan Turing deserves to be recognized.</p>
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<p>That man is his hero. We never really heard Will bring him up before, but he chose Turing over anyone else. (In fairness, doing the report on Mike would be a bit much.)</p><p>Imagine how excited Will would be to share what he knows about Turing. He&rsquo;d be up there gushing over the man&rsquo;s accomplishments and passionately condemning how he was thrown away despite his critical role in ending the war.</p><p>Imagine how crushed he&rsquo;d be when one of his classmates makes a comment like, &ldquo;hey, wasn&rsquo;t he a queer?&rdquo;</p><p>We may not get to see any of that, as I&rsquo;d expect they&rsquo;ll focus on El&rsquo;s sweet diorama of Hopper, instead.</p><p>Also, maybe nothing, but Turing was instrumental in breaking the Nazi code. Brenner has been speculated to be a former Nazi. Is there a connection? Probably not, but it&rsquo;s neat to think about.</p>
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Body: <p>I’m no military expert, but I got bored so I started looking into this photo.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1452aa09e6d5c91d2e0fcf637bd7c5d6/96e73e4c84a0e0ee-87/s540x810/ce1e868bc53a8b495b19a0d87ab9782eea33eee4.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure><p>The closest match I could find for Hopper’s weapon is a Soviet LPO-50 Flamethrower.</p><p>What does it mean? Probably nothing, but, like I said, I’m bored. Considering that I expect Hopper to come home through the Gate, you can’t even say, with any certainty, that it means this shot takes place in Russia. He could have brought it back with him.</p>
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Body: <p>I know people have doubted this is El.</p><figure data-orig-height="327" data-orig-width="220"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2221917d7bf401abed4072674404678f/cec2661ef187a04b-a0/s540x810/4f7913578a734d70ce8abc7be7469f70ca0455e1.jpg" data-orig-height="327" data-orig-width="220"/></figure><p>People have said the hair looks all wrong, and they’re right. But it is still a very close match for her clothing.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1200" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9973433a5747f21c19b205b1df403d4e/cec2661ef187a04b-85/s540x810/fecd41d5df38ff84142468cb3b11da5174942660.jpg" data-orig-height="1200" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure><p>Have people considered that the first photo could be quite a while after the second? </p><p>This part might come after El is there for a while.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="312" data-orig-width="634"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7d2f79febd1783b4e58e9bcc3f2b8eb4/cec2661ef187a04b-9a/s540x810/cf1fe636128e5430fff8ed4595d7814a7f5fe4e1.jpg" data-orig-height="312" data-orig-width="634"/></figure><p>She might end up getting her hair cut while she’s there. More experiments may be performed on her, which may or may not result in her powers returning. The military then shows up, possibly looking for her. After she escapes, and possibly destroys the military unit, the military next goes to her home to look for her. <br/></p><p>I know I keep changing my ideas on the sequence of events, but, hey, that’s what happens when you don’t have all the pieces.</p><p>Why do I think it’s a shaved El? We have this shot from the teaser a few months ago.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fedcf7ff131cad68c99a754a244a6356/cec2661ef187a04b-2a/s540x810/fe09525923eeebc4ff21f246410099d7dc63851e.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure><p>Her hair gets cut at some point after the scene in the van. We know this much. While I may cringe at the prospect of El getting her powers back and being able to save the day (again!), it does seem like it may be happening. We still don’t know who is running that base, though. Be whoever it is friend or foe, the military seems to be an even bigger threat.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://genehasissues.tumblr.com/post/667734548143095808/adhesive-hanging-hooks-maybe">genehasissues</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/667704476172517376">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>So, I&rsquo;m old, and my eyesight isn&rsquo;t what it used to be. Maybe someone can help me out here.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7abefa77c07bf4bffd4fdd8124a06b29/9ef085af6e79a38c-aa/s640x960/f684f3b3313132a43072a72c934f9fde3550fc1a.jpg" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"/></figure></div><p>What&rsquo;s up with the wall next to Mike&rsquo;s closet? Those don&rsquo;t exactly look like holes, but they also don&rsquo;t look like hooks or anything functional. Can anyone make out what those two dark circles are?</p></blockquote><p>Adhesive hanging hooks maybe?</p></blockquote>
<p>I don’t think adhesive hooks existed in the 80s. At least, my mother never used any. They could maybe be hooks screwed into the wall? But they also seem to be at a strange angle relative to the door frame. The one on the right definitely seems higher than the one on the left.</p><p>It’s probably nothing, but it just bugs me, and I want to know what they are.</p>
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<blockquote><p>I don’t have a huge wishlist for season 4, but there is one thing I’d like to see.</p><p>Mike having the Castle Byers sign hanging on his bedroom wall.<br/></p><p>We need to have a hint as to his regret from that day, even if it’s something subtle like that.</p></blockquote>


<p>I can’t express how badly I want to see Mike visit castle byers remains in s4</p></blockquote>
<p>Anything, so long as they acknowledge that Mike knows it was his fault. The fact that he never got to apologize seems like an intentional choice, especially when you add in how they did show Lucas attempt to apologize. </p>
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Body: <p>I suppose the figure in front of the burning car not being Will means you guys won’t get that face pic you want so badly.</p><p>My ugly mug stays hidden for another season.</p>
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Body: <p>I don’t have a huge wishlist for season 4, but there is one thing I’d like to see.</p><p>Mike having the Castle Byers sign hanging on his bedroom wall.<br/></p><p>We need to have a hint as to his regret from that day, even if it’s something subtle like that.</p>
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<p>So, if it’s the same guys, then they appear to be in separate cars. Cars that look awfully familiar.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6ece925675223c1694f39f7589658af6/9c5776cb530ea42f-76/s540x810/c30fc6ce2f6b108941f84a0c7d7b812a31ea1d89.jpg" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"/></figure><p>They’re the ones chasing down the transport van. I think they may be trying to get El before she gets to wherever she’s being taken. This could actually be them letting her out. I’m back to thinking these men are agents, not detectives. Owens’ men? Brenners’ men?</p><p>The next question is what (who?) are they looking at, any why? I suppose the most obvious answer is whoever this is.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a0740cd85c48b21c72a109917e509804/9c5776cb530ea42f-4c/s540x810/1b306dce2aa01c57cce9c883919e6d5e064f109d.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure><p>It’d really be something if Connie Frazier somehow managed to survive, but it’d certainly shock the hell out of El.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://genehasissues.tumblr.com/post/667645222795329536/one-thing-ive-been-thinking-about-is-if-byler-is">genehasissues</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/667643781377589248">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://genehasissues.tumblr.com/post/667641346351333376/right-i-have-finished-my-rewatch-now-may-i">genehasissues</a>:</p><blockquote><p>RIGHT! I have finished my rewatch. Now may I present to you all the ONE SHOT in season 3 that makes me doubt the byler theory:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="975" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/be04bb3b96761e7d1757a081a57aa05b/4e9976c07bbd70d3-14/s640x960/c769ebdc46ff16e997a60568ff016d26349e02c6.png" data-orig-height="975" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>Yep. I love this theory I&rsquo;ve stumbled upon. I think it has real merit. I think it would make fantastic storytelling, and that it would make way more sense than the het m*leven narative.</p><p>But this shot <i>is </i>undeniably romantic, and it <i>is </i>right at the end. It kind of unravels the whole story byler puts together.</p><p>HOWEVER it is. Literally one shot. That&rsquo;s what&rsquo;s got me so insane. I did my rewatch trying to be objective. I have been down this path before, and have been let down every time. I was not <i>fair </i>to the byler theory, because the hets aren&rsquo;t <i>fair </i>to us. I was <i>brutal </i>with it, and will continue to be. Stories like this <i>don&rsquo;t fucking happen </i>for queer people.</p><p>But in all of that, in all of my pessimism, I found <i>more </i>evidence for byler than I expected, and <i>far, far less </i>for m*leven.</p><p>You know what sickens me? The fact that even with so much behind byler, and so little behind m*leven, byler&rsquo;s chances are slim to none.</p><p>If queer people were allowed to exist in media, with equal space and voice, byler would be endgame, 100%. If <i>Will were a girl </i>byler would be endgame, 100%. As it stands? I feel about 10% confident in it.</p><p>When season 4 comes out, we&rsquo;ll know for sure.</p></blockquote><p>Watch the scene. Mike is upset, but the romantic forehead touching is one sided. El literally reaches up and moves Mike&rsquo;s head to hers.</p></blockquote><p>One thing I&rsquo;ve been thinking about is, if byler is real, then Noah and Finn would definitely have had to know - <i>but what about the rest of the cast</i>? If I was creating a show with plots that wouldn&rsquo;t come about for seasons, but needed to be acted on, I would tell, like, the minimum number of people, to minimize the risk of spoilers getting leaked.</p><p>From the story of Millie asking to do the kiss at the end of season 2, I wonder if Millie didn&rsquo;t know about byler. She&rsquo;s been playing it like it&rsquo;s endgame, hence Millie initiating the forehead touch.</p></blockquote>
<p>There&rsquo;s no way of telling who knows what. I don&rsquo;t think I&rsquo;d tell Noah anything, to be honest. </p><p>Shows will film scenes many times and many different ways. Sometimes this is just to keep things secret. Finn had said they filmed the fight scene with different wording, including &ldquo;&hellip;not my fault you don&rsquo;t like girls <i>yet!</i>&rdquo; The cast might not know what&rsquo;s going to happen because they only get to see the finished product well after filming is done. That&rsquo;s when they get to see which scenes made it in. Maybe the Duffers let Noah and Finn in on a little secret to get the scenes they want, or maybe they just said &ldquo;what if we tried it this way?&rdquo; a million times until they got what they needed.</p><p>No worries on being a pessimist. I&rsquo;m <i>the</i> pessimist. I grew up in the 80s and 90s when any gay representation in TV or movies was either played for drama (aka Bury Your Gays) or played for laughs. Happy endings were very rare, and happy gay characters never stuck around as part of the main cast. It does make me happy to see that the tide is changing on that. Hell, Disney even refused to censor their gay characters in The Eternals, despite the decision getting the movie banned in some countries.</p><p>So while I&rsquo;m still very skeptical and cautious, I do think the evidence is on our side here. They flat out gave us Will doing a hero project on Alan Turing, and Mike perfectly framed having an arrow pointing towards his closet. They can&rsquo;t be so foolish as to think those things wouldn&rsquo;t be interpreted a certain way. Those boys are either gay, or we&rsquo;re being deliberately baited.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://genehasissues.tumblr.com/post/667641346351333376/right-i-have-finished-my-rewatch-now-may-i">genehasissues</a>:</p><blockquote><p>RIGHT! I have finished my rewatch. Now may I present to you all the ONE SHOT in season 3 that makes me doubt the byler theory:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="975" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/be04bb3b96761e7d1757a081a57aa05b/4e9976c07bbd70d3-14/s640x960/c769ebdc46ff16e997a60568ff016d26349e02c6.png" data-orig-height="975" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>Yep. I love this theory I&rsquo;ve stumbled upon. I think it has real merit. I think it would make fantastic storytelling, and that it would make way more sense than the het m*leven narative.</p><p>But this shot <i>is </i>undeniably romantic, and it <i>is </i>right at the end. It kind of unravels the whole story byler puts together.</p><p>HOWEVER it is. Literally one shot. That&rsquo;s what&rsquo;s got me so insane. I did my rewatch trying to be objective. I have been down this path before, and have been let down every time. I was not <i>fair </i>to the byler theory, because the hets aren&rsquo;t <i>fair </i>to us. I was <i>brutal </i>with it, and will continue to be. Stories like this <i>don&rsquo;t fucking happen </i>for queer people.</p><p>But in all of that, in all of my pessimism, I found <i>more </i>evidence for byler than I expected, and <i>far, far less </i>for m*leven.</p><p>You know what sickens me? The fact that even with so much behind byler, and so little behind m*leven, byler&rsquo;s chances are slim to none.</p><p>If queer people were allowed to exist in media, with equal space and voice, byler would be endgame, 100%. If <i>Will were a girl </i>byler would be endgame, 100%. As it stands? I feel about 10% confident in it.</p><p>When season 4 comes out, we&rsquo;ll know for sure.</p></blockquote>
<p>Watch the scene. Mike is upset, but the romantic forehead touching is one sided. El literally reaches up and moves Mike&rsquo;s head to hers.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://byler3is9jesus4.tumblr.com/post/667607924328349696/i-imagine-hawkinsschoolcounselor-looking-like-a">byler3is9jesus4</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I imagine <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor looking like a tall white guy with dark brown hair with a nice laugh because I can</a></p></blockquote>
<p>I&rsquo;m a short white guy with black hair that is starting to gray. Nobody has ever commented on my laugh (to my knowledge), but I imagine it&rsquo;s quite annoying.</p><p>But, hey, imagine me however makes you happy.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hopperbyers/667597823986089984">hopperbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/667596017728880640">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://erectionsandtea.tumblr.com/post/667594590265737216/im-having-a-thought-this-is-gonna-be-the-same">erectionsandtea</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I&rsquo;m having a thought&hellip; (this is gonna be the same shit you all have read before, I&rsquo;m sorry)</p><p>I think part of why I want Mileven to be endgame (aside from just shipping the f out of it) is because I&rsquo;m worried that if/when Byler does become canon/endgame, it will mean no more platonic Mike/El.</p><p>which is a stupid thought, I know, because we all know Mike wouldn&rsquo;t do that (not intentionally, anyway).</p><p>but like, the thought of no more Mike/El (in any capacity) just really saddens me. because regardless of everything romantic that happened between them, he was still her first friend EVER. he taught and showed her so much, they shared so much, and had a huge impact on each other&rsquo;s lives.</p><p>but I don&rsquo;t want people to forget that, no matter who becomes endgame, everyone is still (best) friends, if nothing else. I don&rsquo;t want people to think that the end of the romantic aspect of a relationship means the end of the whole relationship.</p><p>idk, I&rsquo;m just scared, I feel like we don&rsquo;t see enough platonic Mileven.</p><p>and I know that a lot of Bylers love El, what are your thoughts on platonic Mike/El?</p><p>can I please get some love for them? am I alone??</p></blockquote><p>Platonic Mike/El is a must. </p><p>Honestly, I’d love it if El played a part in Mike coming to terms and accepting himself and his feelings for Will. I see that boy as being deeply in the closet, hating himself for how he feels. El was able to see into Billy’s mind and see the love he had for his mother, and that allowed her to reach him and bring out the best in him. I see no reason why she couldn’t potentially do the same for Mike, though I don’t know how it’d fit in narratively.</p><p>Just imagine El looking into Mike’s mind and seeing his feelings for Will, starting with meeting him on the swings in kindergarten all the way through to their fight in season 3 (and maybe some scenes we never got to see). Mike would be in tears because he’s tried to rationalize all of that away for so long, and he doesn’t want anyone to know about it. Call it a somewhat invasive form of therapy. </p></blockquote><p>why are you so convinced that this is gonna happen?</p></blockquote>
<p>I never said I was convinced it would happen, just that it’d be a nice way to ensure Mike and El remain close.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://erectionsandtea.tumblr.com/post/667594590265737216/im-having-a-thought-this-is-gonna-be-the-same">erectionsandtea</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I&rsquo;m having a thought&hellip; (this is gonna be the same shit you all have read before, I&rsquo;m sorry)</p><p>I think part of why I want Mileven to be endgame (aside from just shipping the f out of it) is because I&rsquo;m worried that if/when Byler does become canon/endgame, it will mean no more platonic Mike/El.</p><p>which is a stupid thought, I know, because we all know Mike wouldn&rsquo;t do that (not intentionally, anyway).</p><p>but like, the thought of no more Mike/El (in any capacity) just really saddens me. because regardless of everything romantic that happened between them, he was still her first friend EVER. he taught and showed her so much, they shared so much, and had a huge impact on each other&rsquo;s lives.</p><p>but I don&rsquo;t want people to forget that, no matter who becomes endgame, everyone is still (best) friends, if nothing else. I don&rsquo;t want people to think that the end of the romantic aspect of a relationship means the end of the whole relationship.</p><p>idk, I&rsquo;m just scared, I feel like we don&rsquo;t see enough platonic Mileven.</p><p>and I know that a lot of Bylers love El, what are your thoughts on platonic Mike/El?</p><p>can I please get some love for them? am I alone??</p></blockquote>
<p>Platonic Mike/El is a must. </p><p>Honestly, I’d love it if El played a part in Mike coming to terms and accepting himself and his feelings for Will. I see that boy as being deeply in the closet, hating himself for how he feels. El was able to see into Billy’s mind and see the love he had for his mother, and that allowed her to reach him and bring out the best in him. I see no reason why she couldn’t potentially do the same for Mike, though I don’t know how it’d fit in narratively.</p><p>Just imagine El looking into Mike’s mind and seeing his feelings for Will, starting with meeting him on the swings in kindergarten all the way through to their fight in season 3 (and maybe some scenes we never got to see). Mike would be in tears because he’s tried to rationalize all of that away for so long, and he doesn’t want anyone to know about it. Call it a somewhat invasive form of therapy. </p>
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Body: <p>I just noticed something.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e2a68c37dc82277792926c5f64013023/3b1a903376f0c924-36/s640x960/36d9f8f13884cb75fc73997984435a0ac8aa3c15.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/845b92e450c9a0a59e1cb80eb9361a07/3b1a903376f0c924-07/s640x960/bae9c5dc717bd2a56582694e5f0b06e09188820b.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>These are reverse shots. MPs are in a defensive position behind makeshift barricades, while an OPPOSING military force is advancing behind ballistic shields. </p><p>That base in the desert seems like it&rsquo;s getting invaded/taken over. Are these Sullivan&rsquo;s men fighting against Owens&rsquo;?</p>
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Body: <p>Ok, new thoughts for Cali storyline.</p><p>One thing I had neglected, was that we had set photos of the Lenora Hills Police Station a little while back.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="795" data-orig-width="1170"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/498999ea4e6dd3a87eb79110e275ebdc/ee2c08172758b0ed-97/s540x810/82db655645de9b1ff6b199b6d09ab3fb2a0e7295.jpg" data-orig-height="795" data-orig-width="1170"/></figure><p>So, I don’t think these men are agents. I think they are detectives, possibly investigating whatever happened at the roller rink. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d590924dc75e89383876dc3b29b6f75c/ee2c08172758b0ed-ab/s540x810/409a785940ca09e27b72d8739d8ebe19e124dc3d.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure><p>I think what might be happening here is that the government steps in and intercepts the van transporting El.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6ece925675223c1694f39f7589658af6/ee2c08172758b0ed-cf/s540x810/8868c00927a724bc6d74da627565d8fd33d7372b.jpg" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"/></figure><p>The only thing bugging me is that I can’t see the white stripe on the back of the van in the upper image.</p><p>I also have no explanation as to why a detective may also be at the Byers house. I can’t see the police getting out of there with El, and, if she’s not even there, why are detectives or the military even going there?</p><p>I’d like to say that El gets detained at the roller rink, but that doesn’t really allow for a change of clothes. This means it would happen the next day.</p><p>Also, I’d like to say, what she’s wearing? She’s got three layers on. Now, it’s not exactly going to be burning up in early Spring, even in southern California, but that seems a bit much. Will seemed comfortable in just a t-shirt a day or two ago. I’m probably nitpicking, but what sort of climate issues is Lenora Hills having?</p><p>Anyways, thoughts?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/madcaprainbow/667555361448968192">madcaprainbow</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/deaduris/667136365597687808">deaduris</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="347" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/95baafdfd0a30e0fe5ebc17c12496028/ce9adb20488949cb-b2/s640x960/d0be97c74cff0efbec7b610b61d6e72154df86af.jpg" data-orig-height="347" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="346" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bd803609aebfb9b939e89096c13ff304/ce9adb20488949cb-7c/s640x960/2dfc1e17a831e45488f0c2e3036c201fb2171c92.jpg" data-orig-height="346" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>i&rsquo;m not sure if someone already pointed this out, but i&rsquo;m pretty sure will is next to mike in this scene? it would make sense since they are in his room. i do wonder why jonathan seems to be yelling at them before the shooting starts though</p></blockquote><p>It&rsquo;s definitely Will.</p><p>Cause elsewhere we get this shot:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="840" data-orig-width="1758"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/29214383c6fedca6a9cd083343da3179/5850d10ff3585599-3d/s640x960/5d7fd8b2fb78803b6859c1d676266172fe4df2a8.png" data-orig-height="840" data-orig-width="1758"/></figure></div><p>Which is definitely a part of the same scene just in the living room area of the Byers house. And that&rsquo;s definitely Will behind Mike on the right. Both because of the watch, and because they&rsquo;re wearing what they&rsquo;re wearing in this shot:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="836" data-orig-width="1768"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ad474a37316bccd7a015c21d16100877/5850d10ff3585599-42/s640x960/63ccf91cddec5cda7aac51c445fe54fd7ba0a3e2.png" data-orig-height="836" data-orig-width="1768"/></figure></div><p>So yeah, definitely Will.</p></blockquote>
<p>Yeah, it’s Will. What little we know about this sequence is that it involves him, Mike, and Jonathan. I don’t know if they escape Will’s room, only to run into the fight in the hallway, or if they run from the hallway into Will’s room. What we see as Jonathan fighting with Mike could be them frantically trying to figure out what to do before another part of the raiding force breaks the window.</p><p>My new idea on the guy firing back on the invaders is that he’s a police detective, not an agent.</p>
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<p>Longest lasting couple? I mean, I guess if you count the entire year Mike thought she was dead&hellip;</p><p>Ugh, ScreenRant. On my list of “Websites I Wish Were Real Locations So I Could Burn Them to the Ground,” ScreenRant easily makes the Top 5.</p><p>I don’t even want to read the “article.” Why are they saying Mike and El broke up?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/667574373741445120">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>I feel like IF El does have a carrie moment&hellip;</h2><p> it&rsquo;d be at the <span class="npf_color_niles">skate rink</span>. The girls are laughing at her. Carries mom &ldquo;they&rsquo;ll all laugh at you.&rdquo; Is what causes carrie to snap.  <strike>Not to mention both are bullied and have telekenesis </strike></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="312" data-orig-width="634"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0a4b456dde0dce90c2f27a1785d4e739/47dfcd5e53cab081-d7/s640x960/602dd8adae8d51a7456b6e376048d12566015605.jpg" data-orig-height="312" data-orig-width="634"/></figure></div><p>PLUS, el has <b>used her telekenesis on girls she didn&rsquo;t like  who had no way to protect themselves-</b> max and the <span class="npf_color_niles">skateboard</span> &amp; El with the popular girls staring at her judgingly in s3. <span class="npf_color_chandler"><b>EL using telekenesis</b> on- </span><span class="npf_color_niles"><b>skating girl</b></span><span class="npf_color_chandler"> (s2) + </span><span class="npf_color_rachel"><b>popular girls</b></span><span class="npf_color_chandler"> (s3) =  El<b> using  telekenesis</b> at the </span><b><span class="npf_color_niles">skate rink</span></b><span class="npf_color_chandler"> on  </span><span class="npf_color_rachel"><b>popular girls<span class="npf_color_chandler"> (in s4)</span></b><span class="npf_color_chandler"></span></span><span class="npf_color_chandler">. </span>She used her powers over minor reasons that weren&rsquo;t justified , then. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="287" data-orig-width="572"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/81f07623b59e4a1f11c088ae1acaaf89/47dfcd5e53cab081-83/s640x960/65204741093526712725474caee5ec770ecb5d39.gif" data-orig-height="287" data-orig-width="572"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="216" data-orig-width="384"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c0e8a28efd159ff0af29aa61e96d679e/47dfcd5e53cab081-d2/s640x960/d0d52e5c01c7cc1f4fb81622cfd820dc960dc15b.gif" data-orig-height="216" data-orig-width="384"/></figure></div><h2><b>This could be foreshadowing.</b></h2><p><b> Imagine what would happen with all the valid pent up aggression / inability to control her telekeneisis.</b> IT WOULD NOT BE A -&ldquo;YEAH, El&rsquo;s powers are back moment&rdquo;. It would be the opposite. Remember how duffers said the anime  Elfen<b> leid was inspiration for El? Do you know what that telelkenetic girl accidentally did to her bullies &hellip; it wasn&rsquo;t pretty</b>.</p><p><br/></p><figure data-orig-height="141" data-orig-width="250"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/40c8a0342f9d315e3f8a2b000137db04/47dfcd5e53cab081-17/s640x960/92cfb9114079381c2ed483ef058a8d232b6692a8.gif" data-orig-height="141" data-orig-width="250"/></figure><h2>I <b>really hope this doesn&rsquo;t happen &hellip;</b>  cause El would not cope well with such guilt . HASN&rsquo;T SHE BEEN THROUGH ENOUGH! SHE ALREADY THOUGHT OF HERSELF AS A MONSTER ! Why do you want her to have a carrie moment?!!!😭 But, We&rsquo;ll see I guess :/</h2></blockquote>
<p>I swear, the more I think about this, the more I think it&rsquo;s just too obvious. If this happens, then I&rsquo;ll really wonder why the Duffers showed their hand this much.</p>
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Body: <p>What if El <i>thinks</i> she has friends? Like, Will keeps trying to tell her that the other kids are being mean to her, but she doesn&rsquo;t believe him because they sarcastically tell her she&rsquo;s cool or they like her. Her limited social development could make it hard for her to see the difference.</p><p>It&rsquo;s a shame that they&rsquo;re probably going to predictably give her a Carrie moment, but it does seem like the most likely outcome so far.</p><p>I just don&rsquo;t know how they have her come back from it if she does end up seriously hurting, or killing, people at the roller rink. Add on that she may have killed a bunch of kids at the Lab, and, well, it would really be hard to see her the same way. Carrie was a highly sympathetic character, but, once her massacre started, there was no way for her to come out of it alive and happy. </p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/667518601925902336/hawkinsschoolcounselor-so-ive-been-trying-to" class="tumblr_blog">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/667516941530005504/so-ive-been-trying-to-make-sense-of-the" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>So, I’ve been trying to make sense of the California story timeline. This is what I’ve come up with:</p><p>There seems to be 3 costume changes, suggesting at least 3 days. That third day will be a long one, as it probably results in a long road trip across the country.</p><p>1) The last day before Spring Break (Friday). <br/></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="492" data-orig-width="1000"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5535651374130fd5d7c8e198df5770a0/760417abd3fa4863-a2/s540x810/367816694dac2f6ad68027da0bd284a02e991a1d.jpg" data-orig-height="492" data-orig-width="1000"/></figure><p>El and Will go to school, excited to present their projects. El (strangely) thinks she has friends, though there’s no signs of this in the teaser. Maybe she does, but the teaser doesn’t show us. Bullies gotta bully, so both El and Will get shit for their reports, possibly resulting in them being ruined. Anger starts to build.</p><p>2) Saturday</p><p>Spring Break is here. Mike may or may not have arrived yet. This is when the roller rink scene happens.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="312" data-orig-width="634"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/27e6c33dcbc106e850c99a985d52fdad/760417abd3fa4863-00/s540x810/121404e99f1814bc168b56fada867add71ea7f77.jpg" data-orig-height="312" data-orig-width="634"/></figure><p>As you can see, El is more or less about to have a total breakdown. She’s changed her clothes, which is why I’m guessing it’s the next day. I can’t see something like this happening if Mike had arrived yet, but it’s possible it’s a girls-only party. This could be the Carrie moment, as Carrie snapped after finally thinking she was liked. The girls may lure El in, only to totally humiliate her. She might have visions of the skaters as demogorgons, resulting in her powers suddenly manifesting (ugh) to take out the threat. </p><p>I don’t know if Will is at this skating event. He might be hanging out with Mike (if he’s there yet) while El is at the party. I think he’s probably wearing his outfit from that video they put out (the same one that showed El’s outfit above). It would be nice to have Mike and Will to have some time together before everything goes to hell. Will’s dressed awfully snazzy for someone just hanging out, though, so maybe he’s at the roller rink, too.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1232" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/304c274a654fabaee6d19a85334bae57/760417abd3fa4863-cf/s540x810/51f0842981307ae3ec403295c677a7ca0da02b08.png" data-orig-height="1232" data-orig-width="720"/></figure><p>So much plaid in this family.</p><p>3) Sunday</p><p>El is being taken in for “testing.” The thing that gets me is the cars driving like they’re maneuvering at high speeds like they’re in a chase. Is this a race against time or are they intercepting that transport van? Unfortunately, not enough information.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6ece925675223c1694f39f7589658af6/760417abd3fa4863-ab/s540x810/581d31176250e1eb8e1cf437bec27ad7eadd8b44.jpg" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"/></figure><p>Dr. Owens has a base set up in the desert to be able to keep tabs on them, but mostly lets the Byers be. The return of El’s powers, especially if they’re out of control, would be a big concern for him. El is not happy about having to go in, but she’s also concerned that she seriously hurt people.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1200" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9973433a5747f21c19b205b1df403d4e/760417abd3fa4863-5a/s540x810/9dc0b883f74b50400b653f6cac507f9cd30ab509.jpg" data-orig-height="1200" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure><p>If her powers are back, then she definitely isn’t in control of them. They wouldn’t be able to compel her to go with them otherwise.</p><p>Mike is around by now, if he wasn’t before. At least one of Owens’ men is there with them while El is taken in for testing. Joyce may be with El, but there’s just not much to go on with her. Mike and Jonathan apparently argue, possibly because Mike is being his usual bratty self, possibly because he’s said something to upset Will.</p><p>Some sort of military or SWAT-type force arrives and breaks into the Byers home. They may be looking for El, or may just be trying to eliminate/capture anyone who may go looking for her.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="158" data-orig-width="318"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f05905ce9ddc9b3024623238387dd78e/760417abd3fa4863-db/s540x810/d637516c739cf02d35d984a72c3427373fd3621a.jpg" data-orig-height="158" data-orig-width="318"/></figure><p>Jonathan and Mike, and whoever is next to Mike, retreat from Will’s room into the hall, but they’re met with more people there.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2d636dd4d8f0513484ffc5355012c40f/760417abd3fa4863-56/s540x810/28b37b480096a9e97f81a682012434d6f514ffe0.jpg" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"/></figure><p>Whoever these people are, they don’t work for Owens. His men return fire on the invaders, striking at least one of them. Based on the fact that they escape in the pizza van, I doubt the agents survive the assault. I can’t tell who that is behind Mike, but it doesn’t look like Will’s outfit. This following shot might be from the getaway.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="158" data-orig-width="319"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/dd4b42a55c9a580de89f68c8e7730745/760417abd3fa4863-81/s540x810/d55ed63b17118739f2b98b83605765d9a28d6df8.jpg" data-orig-height="158" data-orig-width="319"/></figure><p>The fact that they seem to be leaned forward suggests there’s someone or something behind the camera. I’m not sure it’s El, though, as she’s not visible in any shots with Mike or Will in these outfits. It’s possible they’re just very shaken up by almost being shot.</p><p>Meanwhile, back at the desert base:</p><p>El (and Joyce?) arrive at the base. It’s very inconspicuous.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d63b9d4d296cf2cde2ecc6f46670d4db/760417abd3fa4863-10/s540x810/bb3918e67ddb6b5ff10b9d937360282480b90700.jpg" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"/></figure><p>Yeah, blends right in. Anyway, things happen that we have no information for, yet. Then the military, possibly sent by Colonel Sullivan. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="312" data-orig-width="634"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7d2f79febd1783b4e58e9bcc3f2b8eb4/760417abd3fa4863-7a/s540x810/53d6fff903f166fe2650c46390889ce922ddf2de.jpg" data-orig-height="312" data-orig-width="634"/></figure><p>They bomb the hell out of everything. Sullivan wants to end the Upside Down, but Owens, El, and the Byers are a link to it all. No loose ends. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1000" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/865aa5d9ac20e2d4bbf8799bff099a1d/760417abd3fa4863-1f/s540x810/1c7f5d2cf110b5a3625ecda8c93113da68154709.jpg" data-orig-height="1000" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure><p>Casualties are major, and even Owens’ men can’t believe it.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d590924dc75e89383876dc3b29b6f75c/760417abd3fa4863-e2/s540x810/ee0b2f0afa18c90fa87e88ed05c6cd9c9c7a72a5.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure><p>NOTES:</p><p>An alternative sequence of events is that the agents head out to the Byers home AFTER the events in the desert, either to stand guard or place them in protective custody. They inform Jonathan of what happened, and Mike freaks out (because he has no chill). Then the invasion happens. The agents going there after the fact would explain how they could find and rescue El later. The agents still likely die because a couple men can’t stand up to a team equipped with what seem to be assault weapons and body armor.</p><p>Mike may arrive while El is at the base. It’s possible he never sees her before she gets captured. We only know of one California outfit for Mike at the moment.</p><p>We have no idea where Joyce is, as she was largely (and oddly) absent in the teaser. She might leave very early on, which would explain why Jonathan and Argyle have to be chauffeurs for the kids.</p><p><br/></p><p>Any thoughts?</p></blockquote>
<p>Love this! <br/>Couple of stray thoughts. <br/><br/>1. Omg I did <i>not </i>notice that El was actually wearing the dress-over-flannel outfit in the show! You’re right, she’s totally wearing it here in the roller rink scene! Because of the lighting I had not noticed that <i>at all</i>. Nice observation! That really does lead me to think that the girls are making fun of her - specifically because of her clothes, here. Ugh my heart hurts already. I’m rewatching season 1 right now and I forgot how much Eleven is my literal child. If any of these kids hurt her I’ll beat them up myself.<br/><br/>2. “So much plaid in this family” Lol<br/><br/>3. Oh geez, if El ends up hurting these girls, especially because her powers are not under her control at the moment, that could certainly lend itself to her having flashbacks to a time when she may have possibly done something similar at the Hawkins Lab as a child, don’t you think? Argh. I guess we’ll see. <br/><br/>4. The person next to Mike as the window gets shot up is Will. I got a screenshot where I was able to see his arm and see the clothes he’s wearing, so I am sure of it now. I’ll tag you. <br/><br/>5. Person behind Mike is Will. Weird coloring in the photo you have there, but you can tell from this photo:<br/></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1eebac18cb58dd41776719a439381b28/5900a395b05ed498-9d/s540x810/0273f90df45337c6525ae4de8e49e3efbab2e623.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></blockquote>
<p>Ah, thanks for that still from the teaser. I saw the sleeves, and didn’t think it matched Will. I forgot that he has a grey shirt on underneath yet more plaid. It’s the same outfit his body double wore in Hawkins, so there aren’t anymore costume changes at this point</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="733" data-orig-width="735"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ecfe19f956e1e0ff3daec5d1b1fbc140/76373c4fc1d9ff74-e4/s540x810/f163a95bf9ac7ff4ec59bda67466a2a1df8f1e62.jpg" data-orig-height="733" data-orig-width="735"/></figure><p>If Will would stand next to Mike while Jonathan was arguing with Mike, then it suggests it may not be something Mike said to hurt Will. Well, unless they were going at it, but they both turned to face Jonathan. In fact, it might be both Mike and Will arguing with Jonathan.</p><p>I totally didn’t make the connection between El possibly going nuts at the roller rink to what happened at the lab. I think we may get more of El believing she’s a monster. Poor girl. She’s honestly better off without her powers.</p>
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Body: <p>So, I’ve been trying to make sense of the California story timeline. This is what I’ve come up with:</p><p>There seems to be 3 costume changes, suggesting at least 3 days. That third day will be a long one, as it probably results in a long road trip across the country.</p><p>1) The last day before Spring Break (Friday). <br/></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="492" data-orig-width="1000"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5535651374130fd5d7c8e198df5770a0/760417abd3fa4863-a2/s540x810/367816694dac2f6ad68027da0bd284a02e991a1d.jpg" data-orig-height="492" data-orig-width="1000"/></figure><p>El and Will go to school, excited to present their projects. El (strangely) thinks she has friends, though there’s no signs of this in the teaser. Maybe she does, but the teaser doesn’t show us. Bullies gotta bully, so both El and Will get shit for their reports, possibly resulting in them being ruined. Anger starts to build.</p><p>2) Saturday</p><p>Spring Break is here. Mike may or may not have arrived yet. This is when the roller rink scene happens.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="312" data-orig-width="634"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/27e6c33dcbc106e850c99a985d52fdad/760417abd3fa4863-00/s540x810/121404e99f1814bc168b56fada867add71ea7f77.jpg" data-orig-height="312" data-orig-width="634"/></figure><p>As you can see, El is more or less about to have a total breakdown. She’s changed her clothes, which is why I’m guessing it’s the next day. I can’t see something like this happening if Mike had arrived yet, but it’s possible it’s a girls-only party. This could be the Carrie moment, as Carrie snapped after finally thinking she was liked. The girls may lure El in, only to totally humiliate her. She might have visions of the skaters as demogorgons, resulting in her powers suddenly manifesting (ugh) to take out the threat. </p><p>I don’t know if Will is at this skating event. He might be hanging out with Mike (if he’s there yet) while El is at the party. I think he’s probably wearing his outfit from that video they put out (the same one that showed El’s outfit above). It would be nice to have Mike and Will to have some time together before everything goes to hell. Will’s dressed awfully snazzy for someone just hanging out, though, so maybe he’s at the roller rink, too.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1232" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/304c274a654fabaee6d19a85334bae57/760417abd3fa4863-cf/s540x810/51f0842981307ae3ec403295c677a7ca0da02b08.png" data-orig-height="1232" data-orig-width="720"/></figure><p>So much plaid in this family.</p><p>3) Sunday</p><p>El is being taken in for “testing.” The thing that gets me is the cars driving like they’re maneuvering at high speeds like they’re in a chase. Is this a race against time or are they intercepting that transport van? Unfortunately, not enough information.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6ece925675223c1694f39f7589658af6/760417abd3fa4863-ab/s540x810/581d31176250e1eb8e1cf437bec27ad7eadd8b44.jpg" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"/></figure><p>Dr. Owens has a base set up in the desert to be able to keep tabs on them, but mostly lets the Byers be. The return of El’s powers, especially if they’re out of control, would be a big concern for him. El is not happy about having to go in, but she’s also concerned that she seriously hurt people.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1200" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9973433a5747f21c19b205b1df403d4e/760417abd3fa4863-5a/s540x810/9dc0b883f74b50400b653f6cac507f9cd30ab509.jpg" data-orig-height="1200" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure><p>If her powers are back, then she definitely isn’t in control of them. They wouldn’t be able to compel her to go with them otherwise.</p><p>Mike is around by now, if he wasn’t before. At least one of Owens’ men is there with them while El is taken in for testing. Joyce may be with El, but there’s just not much to go on with her. Mike and Jonathan apparently argue, possibly because Mike is being his usual bratty self, possibly because he’s said something to upset Will.</p><p>Some sort of military or SWAT-type force arrives and breaks into the Byers home. They may be looking for El, or may just be trying to eliminate/capture anyone who may go looking for her.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="158" data-orig-width="318"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f05905ce9ddc9b3024623238387dd78e/760417abd3fa4863-db/s540x810/d637516c739cf02d35d984a72c3427373fd3621a.jpg" data-orig-height="158" data-orig-width="318"/></figure><p>Jonathan and Mike, and whoever is next to Mike, retreat from Will’s room into the hall, but they’re met with more people there.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2d636dd4d8f0513484ffc5355012c40f/760417abd3fa4863-56/s540x810/28b37b480096a9e97f81a682012434d6f514ffe0.jpg" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"/></figure><p>Whoever these people are, they don’t work for Owens. His men return fire on the invaders, striking at least one of them. Based on the fact that they escape in the pizza van, I doubt the agents survive the assault. I can’t tell who that is behind Mike, but it doesn’t look like Will’s outfit. This following shot might be from the getaway.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="158" data-orig-width="319"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/dd4b42a55c9a580de89f68c8e7730745/760417abd3fa4863-81/s540x810/d55ed63b17118739f2b98b83605765d9a28d6df8.jpg" data-orig-height="158" data-orig-width="319"/></figure><p>The fact that they seem to be leaned forward suggests there’s someone or something behind the camera. I’m not sure it’s El, though, as she’s not visible in any shots with Mike or Will in these outfits. It’s possible they’re just very shaken up by almost being shot.</p><p>Meanwhile, back at the desert base:</p><p>El (and Joyce?) arrive at the base. It’s very inconspicuous.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d63b9d4d296cf2cde2ecc6f46670d4db/760417abd3fa4863-10/s540x810/bb3918e67ddb6b5ff10b9d937360282480b90700.jpg" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"/></figure><p>Yeah, blends right in. Anyway, things happen that we have no information for, yet. Then the military, possibly sent by Colonel Sullivan. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="312" data-orig-width="634"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7d2f79febd1783b4e58e9bcc3f2b8eb4/760417abd3fa4863-7a/s540x810/53d6fff903f166fe2650c46390889ce922ddf2de.jpg" data-orig-height="312" data-orig-width="634"/></figure><p>They bomb the hell out of everything. Sullivan wants to end the Upside Down, but Owens, El, and the Byers are a link to it all. No loose ends. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1000" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/865aa5d9ac20e2d4bbf8799bff099a1d/760417abd3fa4863-1f/s540x810/1c7f5d2cf110b5a3625ecda8c93113da68154709.jpg" data-orig-height="1000" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure><p>Casualties are major, and even Owens’ men can’t believe it.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d590924dc75e89383876dc3b29b6f75c/760417abd3fa4863-e2/s540x810/ee0b2f0afa18c90fa87e88ed05c6cd9c9c7a72a5.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure><p>NOTES:</p><p>An alternative sequence of events is that the agents head out to the Byers home AFTER the events in the desert, either to stand guard or place them in protective custody. They inform Jonathan of what happened, and Mike freaks out (because he has no chill). Then the invasion happens. The agents going there after the fact would explain how they could find and rescue El later. The agents still likely die because a couple men can’t stand up to a team equipped with what seem to be assault weapons and body armor.</p><p>Mike may arrive while El is at the base. It’s possible he never sees her before she gets captured. We only know of one California outfit for Mike at the moment.</p><p>We have no idea where Joyce is, as she was largely (and oddly) absent in the teaser. She might leave very early on, which would explain why Jonathan and Argyle have to be chauffeurs for the kids.</p><p><br/></p><p>Any thoughts?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://ghostgirlinsatin.tumblr.com/post/667505538518630400/you-mean-will-could-have-burnt-itput-it-on-fire">ghostgirlinsatin</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/667505264304553985">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/667496086246752256">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I just want to point this out to anyone who is wondering about Will&rsquo;s Boys Don&rsquo;t Cry poster.</p><p><br/></p><figure data-orig-height="181" data-orig-width="278"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/01b7477a1d7e12e993779b7b21462b0e/2097e4c30647c335-23/s640x960/bd79eee470cafe0f0d74e8552023e12855138159.jpg" data-orig-height="181" data-orig-width="278"/></figure><p>It is a perfect replica of the cassette cover:</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="789" data-orig-width="504"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f511217ce3df232bde8ef171529f28c5/2097e4c30647c335-04/s640x960/9028e47ab3f7c151be83a9f0b3b165fade6f418c.jpg" data-orig-height="789" data-orig-width="504"/></figure></div><p>Right down to the burn marks and the Dolby logo at th bottom. </p><p>Draw as many conclusions as you want as to why it is there, but it looks exactly as it&rsquo;s supposed to.</p></blockquote><p>Hmmm&hellip; more fire immagery 😏</p></blockquote><p>You mean Will could have burnt it/put it on fire by accident? </p><p>Or if Lonnie did show up, he could have put his cigarette on it? </p></blockquote>
<p>The burn marks are there because they’re supposed to be. That’s just what the album cover art looked like. This is almost certainly a replica poster bought in a store.</p><p>So, we can speculate as to why he has this particular poster in his room. Desert imagery. Burn marks. Gay reference. But the poster hasn’t been modified in any way.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/667495891854360576">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://strangerthings4theories.tumblr.com/post/667492393626533888/credit-to-strangertheory-for-the">strangerthings4theories</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1303" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/de30c270e90cb98c5e983b9af039eca9/0b0e9b5dd77c03ba-80/s640x960/5978980af500cfb93cf3c7420220d2098099c9ab.png" data-orig-height="1303" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>(I cannot remember who I stole this screenshot from, I&rsquo;m sorry)</p><p>My first thought: DOUBLES. Doppelgangers. Copies of oneself. It would track with David Harbour&rsquo;s jokes a few months back!</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9b7a697d37831a2ee253b0878aa9e86a/0b0e9b5dd77c03ba-b8/s640x960/7386cd5ba1f302a5012a2893d20e17c759bdd36e.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div></blockquote><p><b>Yes Doppelgangers. Remember THAT people!</b></p><p><b>Not some shady lab experiments, thank you!</b></p></blockquote>
<p>Doppelgangers would be a truly terrifying prospect. </p><p>It might also be referring to twins. In the 002 teaser, there were the two kids with the toy cars who looked like they could be twins. There&rsquo;s also the possibility that El and Will could be playing the part of twins.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/wine-mom-wheeler/667387237328142336">wine-mom-wheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p>what if during the papa episode we get a Lonnie flashback where Lonnie is sorta paralleled to brenner </p></blockquote>
<p>I can see it. Abusive fathers have been a recurring theme on the show. If Brenner comes back, then it would make sense to also have Lonnie (and Neil).</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://gaybyerss.tumblr.com/post/667404511425527808/i-was-on-tiktok-earlier-and-there-was-a-mileven">gaybyerss</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i was on tiktok earlier and there was a mileven video on my fyp and it said that people think that mike is gonna cheat on eleven and i was thinking about that and how mileven shippers still think they are together. that never happened. it&rsquo;s never been confirmed that they are back together yet for some reason they think they are cause el kissed mike. (who didn&rsquo;t react at all) and to add on that they said he&rsquo;d cheat on her with a cheerleader. like wtf are these shippers going on about??? </p></blockquote>
<p>Ha, this old thing. There was a set photo waaaay back where you can see Finn and one of the cheerleaders standing close. People ran with this.</p><p>If they do interact, I expect Mike to pull the &ldquo;sorry, I have a girlfriend in California&rdquo; card. I can potentially see people urging Mike to get with her, though, sort of how Mike urged Will to dance with that girl at the Snow Ball.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://byler3is9jesus4.tumblr.com/post/667392527359475712/i-am-going-to-be-honest-with-you-guys-the">byler3is9jesus4</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>I am going to be honest with you guys&hellip;</b></p><p><b>the small-town boy theory is getting more likely by the minute i swear to god</b></p><p>That set leak they had a few months ago showed the Hawkins gang searching for who I believe is Mike, because, well, he ran away to see his boyfriend and his girlfriend 🤗</p><p>and the 004 trailer is him alone, without Nancy or Karen&hellip;</p><p>Lastly, I just have major hopes, but don&rsquo;t ever despair! </p><figure data-orig-height="85" data-orig-width="279"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6b7a9c0e417b4af524b1fba62e1d2aab/c164adbbfdf160a8-64/s640x960/22b406cfd7c901dc0fb46b7f64a9bdcbcf8c4ac0.png" data-orig-height="85" data-orig-width="279"/></figure><p>just listen to the holy song when you are doubting my lovelies 😌</p></blockquote>
<p>Hm, I&rsquo;m afraid I have to disagree. It&rsquo;s a really neat idea, and I was curiously wondering if they&rsquo;d do it, but I haven&rsquo;t really seen anything to back it up. </p><p>This Spring Break visit sounds like it was planned, based on the 004 teaser. The only way this scenario would work is if Mike got punished, but found a way to go there anyway. Granted, that&rsquo;s within the realm of possibility, and would fit in with the theme of running away. Still, wouldn&rsquo;t Karen&rsquo;s first reaction to Mike going missing be to think he ran off to California anyway? </p><p>I&rsquo;m thinking the search party is for someone else, unless Mike manages to get someone (Will? El?) to lie for him and say he isn&rsquo;t there. Not impossible, I suppose, but I still don&rsquo;t see any actual evidence.</p><p>We have to remember that theories based on supplemental marketing things like the playlists and novels are not on the most solid of ground. </p><p>Still, I do think it would add a nice touch of overreacting teen drama to the season, so I wouldn&rsquo;t be upset in the least if you were right.</p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://general-kj.tumblr.com/post/667202164066762752/awhstrangerthings-okay-kind-of-want-to-talk" class="tumblr_blog">general-kj</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://paladin-n-cleric.tumblr.com/post/667174217155002369/okay-kind-of-want-to-talk-about-something-here" class="tumblr_blog">paladin-n-cleric</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/667159225938673664/okay-kind-of-want-to-talk-about-something-here" class="tumblr_blog">awhstrangerthings</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>Okay, kind of want to talk about something here.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="603" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8c201a753cbf5bf4054122f33237dfef/654b511149d10383-b9/s540x810/40e7eebc0b59fc8b3bf479e054579a344c2ccff4.png" data-orig-height="603" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure><p>Mike is not reading El’s letter. Like, <i>at all.</i></p><p>From the dialogue we hear, El’s letter is relatively short. That is if it got cut short and there was more to add on. But nonetheless, I don’t think El had too much to say in that letter.</p><p>But we can see Mike holding <b>multiple</b> sheets of paper. </p><p>There’s no way El’s letter would fit on three sheets of paper. Half of one, to say the least. </p><p>I have a feeling he’s reading something entirely different here. </p></blockquote>


<p>not to ruin the good vibes but i told my friend abt this and she wondered if el had actually just written many different letters and he was reading them all? </p></blockquote>


<p>This is honeslty exactly what I was thinking about this and I still think it works as coding as it could imply Mike doesnt read her letters regularly, he just lets them stack up and then reads them.</p></blockquote>
<figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="162" data-orig-width="1155"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3dffcba735d323af8bce579ed6de04cc/4172fe780123d35c-e1/s2048x3072/ce70894b6a8ebebeee1ef25e5cac2298d818b700.jpg" data-orig-height="162" data-orig-width="1155" data-media-key="3dffcba735d323af8bce579ed6de04cc:4172fe780123d35c-e1"/></figure><p>Okay, this is a good point. I’ll die if they made it look like Mike was reading letters, but it ends up that he is looking at something completely different. 🤣</p></blockquote>


<p>You guys are focusing on the wrong things here. Of course he&rsquo;d read her letters, but that&rsquo;s irrelevant.</p><p>El had been gone for about six months. She (presumably) visited (&ldquo;Will, too!) for the holidays, as was discussed in the season 3 epilogue. They&rsquo;ve no doubt had countless letters and calls. So&hellip;why does this one come off as forced exposition? </p><p>Mike would already know how she&rsquo;s been doing in school and if she had friends. If she didn&rsquo;t say anything, then Will probably would have. It&rsquo;s a conversation that would have already come up by now, and it definitely would have been something Mike would want to know about both of them when they came to visit. It&rsquo;s stuff that would be covered in the first month or so after the move. This letter was purely for the benefit of the teaser to show the contrast between what she&rsquo;s saying and what is happening.</p><p>I&rsquo;d be shocked if that voiceover was actually part of the season. Mike may be reading letters from her, Will, or both, but I doubt it&rsquo;s that letter.</p>
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Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/667339337015377920
Slug: hm-that-doesnt-exactly-fill-me-with-the-belief
Reblog key: QTnLGGDg
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/667339016798093312
Reblog name: strangertheory
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/667339016798093312">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/667337863781842944">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Can someone point me to where someone said this would be the &ldquo;season of Will&rdquo; or some such? I&rsquo;ve seen people mention something like that, but I&rsquo;m not familiar with what they&rsquo;re talking about.</p><p>We know Will is important, but it can be hard to tell from the marketing sometimes.</p></blockquote><p>The official Facebook page updated its profile picture to Will the Wise with the caption &ldquo;it&rsquo;s Will season&rdquo; way back during the Stranger Things Day that followed the release of Stranger Things 3, I believe. (So many&hellip; years ago&hellip;)</p><p>I should have a screenshot saved somewhere. Someone please let me know if I&rsquo;ve described the context incorrectly.</p></blockquote>
<p>Hm, that doesn&rsquo;t exactly fill me with the belief that season 4 will feature Will. Well, feature him anymore than other season have, anyway. Was that a Will-heavy Stranger Things Day?</p>
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Slug: can-someone-point-me-to-where-someone-said-this
Reblog key: QTnLGGDg
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>Can someone point me to where someone said this would be the &ldquo;season of Will&rdquo; or some such? I&rsquo;ve seen people mention something like that, but I&rsquo;m not familiar with what they&rsquo;re talking about.</p><p>We know Will is important, but it can be hard to tell from the marketing sometimes.</p>
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Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>Saturday, November 6, 2021 in a nutshell:</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="499" data-orig-width="888"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5375886f12fdb4b65dc5f549dd4e5a9e/23468228cec53cba-b8/s640x960/c6f9c2a707e7578a257d0ebc3c2280c3e964d5f7.jpg" data-orig-height="499" data-orig-width="888"/></figure></div>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bloghoverboard/667233124676157440">bloghoverboard</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="586" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/348ec4d94cf1aab43bbb82268e2ad8a2/243155e2a79d2352-03/s640x960/fc5e412e7097c4c712587a661503ee714271060b.jpg" data-orig-height="586" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div></blockquote>
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Slug: mike-the-letter
Reblog key: 3dIaRCfR
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: Mike & “The Letter”
Body: <p>Ok, so in 004 we have El doing a voiceover for her letter. We eventually get a now well-known shot of Mike on his bed reading what is ostensibly that same letter.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="603" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e58a19060afa20de49c1b9713a3b8097/79ab175b88397bf8-62/s540x810/ef2d466632e2d30f0144fe339560b16f090960fc.png" data-orig-height="603" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure><p>Put a shirt on Mike!</p><p>Actually, I think that’s what he was about to do when he started reading, instead. What a convenient way to have him shot with his open closet door behind him. Oh, yeah, and a street sign with an arrow pointing at said closet. Subtle.</p><p>Anyway, the letter. Does that look like a letter to anyone? It’s multiple sheets of paper, and there are no visible creases from it being folded into an envelope. I suppose it could have been in a large envelope, like a manila envelope. That might work if El and Will are sending Mike things together.</p><p>That brings me to my next point. We have no idea that what Mike is reading is actually El’s letter. It may be one of the things in that stack of papers, but we don’t really know. Trailers Always Lie, indeed. </p><p>With an arrow pointing us at an open closet door, it’s hard not to think that something from Will is in that stack. </p><p>I’m also noticing that it doesn’t even seem to be loose leaf paper. Instead, it looks like something nicer, like decent quality stationery. Like the stuff Will draws on.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="559" data-orig-width="960"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/50caf46754d2ef9f1cad86534e21b01b/79ab175b88397bf8-2d/s540x810/2e3559e0d88048b08f69755cd919dfc1847f887c.png" data-orig-height="559" data-orig-width="960"/></figure><p>We know loose leaf exists in this universe considering Will has also drawn on that. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="572" data-orig-width="831"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/92d2c9b3ca9292166964f66a8ed35452/79ab175b88397bf8-23/s540x810/8dc589d7698e5be61b04190cbb8309f3e3445401.jpg" data-orig-height="572" data-orig-width="831"/></figure><p>It would also be cheaper and easier to write on, especially for El, who hasn’t had a ton of experience with writing.</p><p>There might be a letter in that stack, but there’s definitely more in there than that. </p><p>I’m not sure Mike is looking at his collection of Will’s drawings, at least the ones we saw in season 1, though. Those seemed to be done in a landscape orientation, while Mike seems to be holding those papers in the typical portrait orientation. Though, I suppose it’s a bit hard to tell from that angle.</p><p>What are people’s thoughts on this? </p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://0aurelion-sol0.tumblr.com/post/667227889640554496/some-thoughts-ramblings-on-the-episode" class="tumblr_blog">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://sttheorycraft.tumblr.com/post/667227805490298880/some-thoughts-ramblings-on-the-episode" class="tumblr_blog">sttheorycraft</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hnleleven.tumblr.com/post/667225143813324801/some-thoughts-ramblings-on-the-episode" class="tumblr_blog">hnleleven</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Some <strike>thoughts</strike> ramblings on the episode titles</p> <p><a href="https://hnleleven.tumblr.com/post/667225143813324801/some-thoughts-ramblings-on-the-episode" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Seguir leyendo</a></p></blockquote>
<p>Nice catch on the Spanish leaking the gender of (probably) El!</p><p>Also, relevant and I’ve never seen it mentioned so far: if “The Nina Project” is actually “The Niña Project,” it translates to “The Little Girl Project”</p></blockquote>
<p><b>We already have a hard time in English with the subtext, now they are using other languages ?!</b></p><p><b>*sigh*</b></p></blockquote>
<p>Nina is also a Russian/Eastern European name for girls.</p>
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Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>It sort of bothers me that they may have adjusted the timeline to avoid acknowledging Will&rsquo;s birthday. </p><p>I can&rsquo;t shake the Day 185 thing, which would move Spring Break into April. I can&rsquo;t think of any good reason to do that except that they didn&rsquo;t intend to feature Will&rsquo;s birthday in the first place.</p><p>I was really liking the idea that Mike would get Will a somewhat romantic gift without realizing it. I&rsquo;m thinking we don&rsquo;t get anything like that now.</p><p>So help me, if they have Mike almost ignoring Will then they better at least show that it&rsquo;s because he&rsquo;s having a gay panic moment. </p><p>It&rsquo;s already bad enough that we might not get the kid&rsquo;s birthday, but for him to be ignored again&hellip;</p><p>Let&rsquo;s just say it would be a very curious decision after the conversation they had before the Byers moved.</p>
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Slug: gym-thoughts-on-004-els-voiceover-does-not
Reblog key: BYG3c4JI
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>Gym thoughts on 004:</p><p>El&rsquo;s voiceover does not appear in season 4.</p><p>Mike is getting dressed or undressed in the scene of him on the bed. This gives them cause to have his closet open. </p><p>Will and El send him things together in one envelope, which is why he&rsquo;s holding a stack of papers. </p><p>OR He saves everything and is looking through them like with the pictures from Will in season 1.</p><p>The men in suits holding El in a previous teaser are good guys, at least relatively speaking.</p><p>They are Owens&rsquo; men, and they try to protect El and the Byers.</p><p>They may also help Joyce and Murray get into Russia. </p><p>Owens&rsquo; men fake their deaths</p><p>OR The military shows up. I&rsquo;m not sure of the sequence of events of the explosion in the desert and the attack on the Byers house.</p><p>The Colonel, whose name escapes me, may send men to capture El in his attempt to end the Upside Down.</p><p>Owens&rsquo; men fight back, giving them time to escape, but El may still get captured. The scene of Mike and Will in the van may be their reactions to leaving El behind.</p><p>Jonathan may be in some kind of argument with Mike. Mike, as he tends to do, may have said something insensitive, possibly to Will. </p><p>As hinted with his open closet, Mike is definitely going to be going through some internalized homophobia, and he may have a gay panic moment where he says something hurtful to Will. Cue the military showing up.</p><p>Maybe Jonathan knows or suspects Will is gay, even if Will hasn&rsquo;t figured it out yet.</p><p><br/></p><p>A lot of these are probably inspired by posts I&rsquo;ve read over the past 24 hours. My apologies if I stole anyone&rsquo;s thoughts.</p>
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Title: 004 Teaser Breakdown
Body: <p><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/667194483219267584/004-teaser-breakdown" class="tumblr_blog">cmollyo</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/667153859093856256/004-teaser-breakdown" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>Ok, now that I’m (reasonably) calm, I will attempt to take a look at the teaser to see what we’re dealing with here.</p>
<p>For reference, please see the teaser linked below.</p>
<figure class="tmblr-embed tmblr-full" data-provider="youtube" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200" data-url="https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FZ1ZQMpp4BdU"><iframe width="540" height="303" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/Z1ZQMpp4BdU?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen=""></iframe></figure><p>I will focus on “chunks” of the teaser, rather than try to analyze it as a whole.</p>
<p>I’ll be nice and add a break here to keep a long post off people’s feeds.</p> <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/667153859093856256/004-teaser-breakdown" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>


<p>I really don’t get how people think that’s el in front of the explosion. Not only does the hair looks like Will’s or Jonathan’s - people are saying it’s el’s ponytail, but it clearly ends at the neck - but the stance and body is honestly masculine to my eyes. </p></blockquote>
<p>You’re referring to this shot, right?</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1019" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bf06bbc5101082dc1f1cb51dfc8b0dc9/79e3dbf9a1c7cc6d-15/s540x810/8956f2bc311cf4802b5daaa99dc48a565ca2b8ee.jpg" data-orig-height="1019" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure><p>Yeah, the hair does seem off for it to be El. I don’t see evidence of a ponytail, and I’m the guy who in THIS photo thought he may have seen one.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0586e54f7e3fdd6e0a270dda53eb24ee/79e3dbf9a1c7cc6d-6b/s540x810/ef931504ba028de42def9cbd1984c07c3d6bced5.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure><p>I’m almost certain this will turn out to be the same person.</p><p>People thinking it’s El goes back to what I think is one of the biggest problems this show has. Currently, fans pretty much fall into one of two camps:</p><p>1) It has to be El because it’s her show.</p><p>or</p><p>2) It has to be El because it always ends up being El.</p><p>I technically fall into the latter camp since that is how I see things. I want that to change, though. I hope they realize how boring and predictable it gets when El always manages to save the day or gets the big, dramatic scenes.</p><p>Also, El has never had any hint of pyrokinetic or other sort of fire/combustion powers. If she was suddenly given something like this then it would just be more of the Duffers giving her whatever power she needs when she needs it.</p><p>To be fair, Will hasn’t shown such powers, either, but he was able to manipulate the Christmas lights in season 1 somehow. </p><p>I dunno, it probably makes me look bitter, but I’m getting tired of El being able to do everything. There’s other characters out there, one of whom was hinted at possibly having powers of some kind. I’d rather it be a new character altogether than El getting a new power. Can’t we just let her try and find her identity and how to live her life without powers? There’s a whole 5th season where she could get her powers back if need be.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://alteritymonster.tumblr.com/post/667185882210648064/well-we-did-indeed-get-004-and-they-made-it" class="tumblr_blog">alteritymonster</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/667112049119199232/well-we-did-indeed-get-004-and-they-made-it" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Well, we did indeed get 004, and…</p><p>They made it about El.</p><p>Typical. It’s not like she didn’t already get a teaser. At least we got to get glimpses at the Byers.</p><p>Sigh, whatever. Some thoughts/reactions:</p><ul><li>So, El is lying to Mike in her letter. Whether she’s aware of it, trying to make Mike think she’s doing better than she is, or she’s more lying to herself, remains to be seen.</li><li>Will has moved on to more advanced art forms like painting. We don’t get to see what he’s painting, and I wonder if that ends up being significant.</li><li>Joyce gets the Russian doll sent to her by someone, which is likely a big clue to her finding Hopper.</li><li>I already like Argyle.</li><li>Wild shit goes down.</li></ul></blockquote>
<p>This might be me reaching––because I do hope the Duffers are still working to a more ensemble-y plan than two El teasers might suggest. But assuming the teasers are supposed to “balance“ ST’s major story threads, maybe El narrating 004 hints indirectly that 002 really is <i>Brenner’s</i> teaser. Maybe his part in s4 is a lot bigger than we’ve figured.<br/></p><p>It’s true there’s a <i>bunch</i> of Eleven-related cues in 002, including a glimpse of a face that is possibly a younger Eleven. I think it’s important though that only Brenner identifiably speaks––and that it’s probably a flashback we’re seeing in 002 (and that pre-002 teaser-for-the-teaser thing). The vibe I get from on-screen flashbacks ST does is usually somewhat “unreal.” Either they’re sparing and without dialogue like Hopper reminiscing about Sara in s1, or literally fantastic like El seeing inside Terry and Billy‘s minds in s2 and s3. When they do really double back in time it’s to catch us up with a character who’s spent a while disconnected from the main action, like El in early s2 overlapping the end of s1.</p><p>Just a vibe, like I said; but then the s4 episode titles gave me another thought.</p><p>“The Lost Sister” is the 7th episode of season 2. It takes El away from the main action to properly introduce Kali and fill in both characters’ backstories. Near the end El encounters Brenner, kind-of-sort-of. It sets up El’s dramatic return to Hawkins at the end of the 8th episode, which leads right into the season finale.</p><p>The 7th episode of season 4 is (we’re told) titled “The Massacre at Hawkins Lab.” The 8th episode is supposedly titled “Papa”. And, like s2, s4 is another nine-episde season. I think we’re all assuming this massacre is not something happening in 1986 but some earlier date. So, a natural place to have a realtime flashback.</p><p>Basically what I’m imagining is that s04e07 might be another “Lost Sister,” jumping abruptly from whatever happens in the previous episode to some point in the past. The episode could span a lot of time, giving us a Brenner origin story of sorts, or could focus just on more recent years, but near the end of it he’d encounter El in the time before she ran away from the Lab. It would set up Brenner’s dramatic return to our main characters’ lives at the end of the 8th episode, leading right into the season finale. (If the 8th episode is titled “Papa,” maybe El spends time in this episode in s4′s present trying to find him or something.)<br/></p></blockquote>


<p>Hm.</p><p>I just never saw Brenner as part of the ensemble, really. Let&rsquo;s say you&rsquo;re right, though, and that teaser was about his story.</p><p>Let&rsquo;s adjust some theories. Maybe El gets her powers back, and she uses them to spy on Brenner while they&rsquo;re all in the van. After the invasion of her home, El just knows it has to be him. She tells Jonathan that their friends in Hawkins are in danger, and they head home.</p><p>Maybe she doesn&rsquo;t cause the massacre, but she witnesses it. That could also explain that shot of Mike and Will in the van. They could be reacting to El&rsquo;s conveying of what she sees. </p><p>I appreciate the alternate hypothesis. Sometimes we need to rethink things.</p>
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Reblog key: knI3k66W
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 004 Teaser Breakdown
Body: <p>Ok, now that I’m (reasonably) calm, I will attempt to take a look at the teaser to see what we’re dealing with here.</p><p>For reference, please see the teaser linked below.</p><figure class="tmblr-embed tmblr-full" data-provider="youtube" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200" data-url="https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FZ1ZQMpp4BdU"><iframe width="540" height="303" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/Z1ZQMpp4BdU?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen=""></iframe></figure><p>I will focus on “chunks” of the teaser, rather than try to analyze it as a whole.</p><p>I’ll be nice and add a break here to keep a long post off people’s feeds.</p><!-- more --><p><b>We’ll start with the biggest part of it: El’s letter to Mike. </b></p><p>El writes this letter on “day 185.” We don’t really know what that means, but it could refer to, as an Ask suggested to me, how long El has been in California. That probably is the most obvious explanation, but it runs against what we know of the timeline. The season 3 epilogue takes place “three months later,” which is somewhere around October, given that the season itself took place in early July. 185 days would be about 6 months later, which would put the writing of this letter in very late March or early April. Given that Easter in 1986 was in late March, and the school calendar we saw in set photos a year or so ago showed Spring Break at that time, this is odd.</p><p>It’s possible that they changed the timeline a bit after we saw that set photo. What would be especially odd to me is that this would skip over Will’s birthday, which seemed to be a natural fit. Mike visiting not only for Spring Break, but Will’s birthday, made a lot of sense. I suppose it’s possible that they didn’t think to include Will’s birthday, and they changed the timeline accordingly. However, even if this letter is being written in early April, and Mike visits a little after that, it would be strange to not mention Will’s birthday.</p><p>Another possibility is that the Byers left in September, not October. It would make more sense to move before the start of the school year, or, at least, very early on. If this were the case, then the letter would be written in early March, which would perfectly set up the timeline we already expected. One way or the other, though, there’s a timeline discrepancy. </p><p><b>Ok, back to the content of the letter.</b></p><p>One thing to note, before I continue, is that the majority of the letter is a lie. We’ll break down each part. </p><p><b>“I think I have finally adapted.”</b><br/></p><p>Maybe. I mean, she’s going to school, and she’s developed skills and hobbies, probably with the Byers’ help. That diorama seems rather well made, not to mention made with love.</p><p><b>“I even like school now. I have made lots of friends.”</b><br/></p><p>No, sadly. She seems like she’s trying, but she does not appear to have friends in this teaser. In fact, she gets outright ignored or bullied in the interactions we see.</p><p><b>“Even so, I am ready for Spring Break.”</b><br/></p><p>Ok, yeah, probably. </p><p><b>“Most because I get to see you.”</b><br/></p><p>While I’m sure she wants to see him, I think she just wants the break.</p><p><b>“We will have the best Spring Break ever.”</b><br/></p><p>Not that she has much in terms of a point of comparison, but, no. We have the benefit of audience omniscience here, so perhaps not technically a lie, but still false.</p><p>Now we can look at some other things.</p><p>Will is painting now, and his room is full of things he apparently made himself, including a reproduction of a Cure album cover.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/061d1725c7146dbfdf9680bdf76a3dbd/7933cb21e6728518-3e/s540x810/25d5a369fb3c1b02cf932aa2ce6115daa94e43a9.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280"/></figure><p>It’s from Boys Don’t Cry, which probably has some significance that I don’t have time to get into here.</p><p>El and Will walk down the hall at school together, which is a hint that we might finally see them bond. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="421" data-orig-width="620"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fc6e8b5e2cc361a19e3dbd114588acfd/7933cb21e6728518-7f/s540x810/5f315bad46becd90816c13ceb9f331954c602571.png" data-orig-height="421" data-orig-width="620"/></figure><p>El is carrying her Hopper diorama, and Will has a poster of Alan Turing. I’m told there was some leak (ugh) that they had to do a project on their heroes. El’s certainly makes sense, and it’s heartbreakingly precious. Will’s, though? We never had any inkling that he admired Alan Turing, or that he was particularly into computers and codes outside of his membership in the AV Club and knowledge of Morse Code. Let’s not dance around this, either. Alan Turing was, and still remains, one of the biggest victims of homophobia in Western culture. There’s no way someone who knows him well enough to do a project on him wouldn’t know of this. Will knows Turing is gay, but did the project on him anyway.</p><p>Next, Mike is on his bed reading a letter. It’s ostensibly this letter, but it could be another one since, as TVTropes says, Trailers Always Lie. 

Watch it turn out to not even be a letter at all, but something else entirely.

</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="603" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e58a19060afa20de49c1b9713a3b8097/7933cb21e6728518-88/s540x810/b731ae5d7fd11a2fc5014a72e2cdbbdc36b3597d.png" data-orig-height="603" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure><p>The hell you wearing, Mike? I really need context for this, because this is definitely not how he dressed for school, and we’re not likely to see a weekend day until Spring Break starts. </p><p>Also, the One Way sign of an arrow pointing to his closet is a bit&hellip;yeah. If Mike isn’t gay, then the Duffers are just being mean here. They literally have an arrow pointing to a closet. That’s as heavy-handed as it gets.</p><p>Next, Joyce gets sent a Russian doll. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1022" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1c39c8003c99ac0d718779c3223b1359/7933cb21e6728518-f5/s540x810/a78ed183fb3ee5a744d9973c071f5c80fa3ab6bc.jpg" data-orig-height="1022" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure><p>We kinda saw this coming with the dolls the show sent out to certain fans with large social media followings. I don’t know if these are the same types of dolls, but they’re Russian in origin. The package full of stamps also suggests it may well have been sent from Russia, or at least overseas. Do Hopper and the Russian smuggler guy manage to get a message out? How does he know where to find Joyce, though?</p><p>A lot happens next, and all fairly quickly.</p><p>The Byers home is invaded by&hellip;someone.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="158" data-orig-width="318"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f05905ce9ddc9b3024623238387dd78e/7933cb21e6728518-ea/s540x810/4e07de32c4fce16e97ff76a83a15a7380884e692.jpg" data-orig-height="158" data-orig-width="318"/></figure><p>An apparent argument between Mike and Jonathan is interrupted when someone breaks the window. Someone is next to Mike, but it’s impossible to tell who it is.</p><p>We have vans and police cars going down a desert road. The van is probably the same one from this photo.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="904" data-orig-width="1894"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/699f8e358544851d7762783dc8387bad/7933cb21e6728518-00/s540x810/8d999e1604d85ee01bbccdbd4c6927d6752c8f44.png" data-orig-height="904" data-orig-width="1894"/></figure><p>Speaking of that photo, I have a feeling that we see one of these men in this teaser. </p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2d636dd4d8f0513484ffc5355012c40f/7933cb21e6728518-d0/s540x810/f509f215012ebccee0543d70ee6c81767f0f4cfa.jpg" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"/></figure><p>Someone is shooting back at the people invading the Byers house. He’s dressed like your typical movie detective, so he fits in with the two in the photo with El. I think that maybe some (relatively) reasonable police or government agents are investigating something, only for some genuinely bad people (Brenner’s men?) to show up. It’s tough to follow this fast-cutting sequence, but we don’t really see much of El, which leads me to think that she might get captured here.</p><p>We have a shot of Mike and Will inside the van looking very scared/dire.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="158" data-orig-width="319"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/dd4b42a55c9a580de89f68c8e7730745/7933cb21e6728518-44/s540x810/ed24fff05de08bba6bc5561e598309803bccf5f4.jpg" data-orig-height="158" data-orig-width="319"/></figure><p>I wonder if El has been hurt here. Will seems numb and speechless, but Mike seems to be in shock. Maybe they’re looking back at the house after making a getaway? </p><p>There’s a shot of someone in front of an explosion, similar to the now well-known burning car scene.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1019" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bf06bbc5101082dc1f1cb51dfc8b0dc9/7933cb21e6728518-85/s540x810/b091a7729b77070c2a4f43bb99ea4c7ec058f1b0.jpg" data-orig-height="1019" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure><p>Whoever it is, their hair seems short and they’re wearing a flannel shirt and white pants. There’s a white shirt under the flannel. This is a signature Will look, though El is also wearing flannel, too. Still, it doesn’t look like her hair. Here’s Will’s body double, though.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="733" data-orig-width="735"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ecfe19f956e1e0ff3daec5d1b1fbc140/7933cb21e6728518-91/s540x810/639b477564c3a40dba44dfca1714663c841bcc1c.jpg" data-orig-height="733" data-orig-width="735"/></figure><p>And here’s a photo I just saw today.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1232" data-orig-width="720" style=""><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/304c274a654fabaee6d19a85334bae57/7933cb21e6728518-bc/s540x810/73efb4f5f4412d164a227589c54e0c295457f316.png" data-orig-height="1232" data-orig-width="720"/></figure><p>Nothing is certain, but it could really be Will. I’m not saying he caused the explosion, necessarily, but I’m not <i>not</i> saying that, either.</p><p>Unfortunately, we have to wait for this summer, apparently, to find out.</p>
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Slug: i-have-to-say-that-everything-has-been-a-big
Reblog key: 9kBOqC4i
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I have to say that everything has been a big disappointment today. </p><p>They gave us a new teaser, but had it centered almost entirely on El, with just glimpses of Mike and the Byers.</p><p>They gave us an “official map of Hawkins,” but it was just a stylized poster. A nice poster, to be fair, but <b>NOT </b>what they hyped it to be.</p><p>They gave us episode titles, but then announced that the season would launch in the Summer, which, at the earliest, is in 7 months.</p><p>I don’t know how such a large production can screw up so much. I’ve been so incredibly forgiving of everything over the course of the past 2+ years, but this really has me angry.</p>
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Reblog key: CqO0mAco
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>Sigh, let’s go over the episode titles before I start raging uncontrollably.</p><figure class="tmblr-embed tmblr-full" data-provider="youtube" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200" data-url="https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dcl-YyOj0-AQ%26ab_channel%3DStrangerThings"><iframe width="540" height="303" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/cl-YyOj0-AQ?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen=""></iframe></figure><p><b>The Hellfire Club</b></p><p>A given, as they announced this a long time ago. </p><p><b>Vecna’s Curse</b></p><p>Fuck. That stupid leak was real. My faith in this season just took another considerable hit.</p><p><b>The Monster and the Superhero</b></p><p>Possibly deals with rumors of the events of the previous seasons. Maybe it’s a story written to help various members of the Party process it all.</p><p><b>Dear Billy</b></p><p>Max working with the school counselor to process her grief over Billy’s death. She probably writes him a letter.</p><p><b>The Nina Project</b></p><p>No clue on this. Maybe it’s what’s going on in the Russian base.</p><p><b>The Dive</b></p><p>Possibly related to the scene where Steve is underwater.</p><p><b>The Massacre at Hawkins Lab</b></p><p>Could go back to my theory with the 002 teaser where Brenner used the other kids as a test for El’s powers. </p><p><b>Papa</b></p><p>In what <i>should </i>be El’s main story arc for the season, El is “reunited” with Brenner, and, hopefully, gets some closure.</p><p><b>Piggyback</b></p><p>This is rather vague. I would guess it has to do with using something else that is already occurring and “piggybacking” on it, like sending a coded message on an existing transmission. I can’t imagine what it could be, but, assuming these are in episode order, it would be the finale. </p><p>I’m far too angry right now to go too deep into this right now, but maybe I’ll revisit this later. Summer 2022? Are you goddamn kidding me?!</p>
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Body: <p>Ok, I got a gym session in, and now I’m going to get some lunch and a shower. Once I’m done with all of that, I should be in a better head space to break down the 004 teaser in a more rational manner.</p><p>Stay tuned.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 667116352300007424
Date: 2021-11-06 15:15:31 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/667116352300007424
Slug: his-birthday-falls-on-spring-break-if-they-end-up
Reblog key: KUMEE6Tx
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/singular-hoe/667115577119244288
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/singular-hoe/667115577119244288">singular-hoe</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Could Will’s birthday still happen in the timeline of season 4 now that we’ve seen the teaser trailer? It doesn’t look like an option at the moment…</p><p>If anyone’s got theories I’m really willing to hear them</p></blockquote>
<p>His birthday falls on Spring Break. If they end up totally ignoring that&hellip;</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sollody/667114060730482688">sollody</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="538" data-orig-width="957"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1ff098f6f4320463223be5f7d568a249/b82c17c5e3c79563-8b/s640x960/cd756e561e2ba2d4ca31da97e6dc28741e70c632.png" data-orig-height="538" data-orig-width="957"/></figure></div><p>&hellip;please tell me there is a deeper meaning behind this&hellip;</p></blockquote>
<p>Tough call. They have dire/scared expressions. Mike could reasonably be looking out of the back window, but Will is clearly looking down at something in front of Mike. </p><p>My guess would be El is hurt, or she is straining to use her powers. Whatever it is, it’s not pleasant.</p>
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Reblog key: zMXpD50m
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>Well, we did indeed get 004, and&hellip;</p><p>They made it about El.</p><p>Typical. It’s not like she didn’t already get a teaser. At least we got to get glimpses at the Byers.</p><p>Sigh, whatever. Some thoughts/reactions:</p><ul><li>So, El is lying to Mike in her letter. Whether she’s aware of it, trying to make Mike think she’s doing better than she is, or she’s more lying to herself, remains to be seen.</li><li>Will has moved on to more advanced art forms like painting. We don’t get to see what he’s painting, and I wonder if that ends up being significant.</li><li>Joyce gets the Russian doll sent to her by someone, which is likely a big clue to her finding Hopper.</li><li>I already like Argyle.</li><li>Wild shit goes down.</li></ul>
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Body: <p><a href="https://0aurelion-sol0.tumblr.com/post/667104446084481024/since-were-all-getting-amped-up-for-stranger" class="tumblr_blog">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/667104208379691008/since-were-all-getting-amped-up-for-stranger" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>Since we’re all getting amped up for Stranger Things Day, I want to share another 80s retro (potential) gem that I found yesterday:</p><figure class="tmblr-embed tmblr-full" data-provider="youtube" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200" data-url="https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DtTKuoKcsAsc%26ab_channel%3DMovieCoverage"><iframe width="540" height="303" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/tTKuoKcsAsc?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen=""></iframe></figure></blockquote>


<p><b>Little did we know that <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> is actually Neil Patrick Harris!</b></p></blockquote>
<p>Alas, I would only have been 6 years old in the Christmas of ‘88. My family did have an NES, though, thanks to my dad wanting to play Legend of Zelda (which happens to be my favorite game franchise today).</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/667042941779558400">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Things that will make me loose it -if it&rsquo;s in the 004 teaser.</h2><p>1. Jonathan &amp; Will moments (together,  apart, fluff , angst). Idc : give them more attention/scenes please.</p><p>2. Mike &amp; Will together in cali -for Will&rsquo;s b day.  And or any queercoding. </p><p>3. Lonnie&rsquo;s awful return ( +/- watch , clock, or door immagery).</p><p>4. Any type of rabbit immagery</p><p>5. Any dream refs (via song)</p><p>6. Any slight hints to Will&rsquo;s powers (probably will save any overt hints for the actual show).  This would also include any Will the wise/fire stuff,etc.</p><p>7. Any film/show/book /comic refs</p><p>8. Any easter/ other religious immagery</p><p>9. Just literally any parallels or callbacks to prior seasons</p><p>10. Any hints that verifies my assumptions about what lonnie did in the past .God, i hate him &hellip; I really do XD</p><p>11. Baseball refs</p><p>-I dont expect all of them to happen. That&rsquo;d be nice though lol. The 1st  two  and  ( +maybe the 3rd and 11th ) are probably the most likely?</p><p> But either way I&rsquo;ll lose it . I&rsquo;ll just be so excited to analyze every thing regardless. Same for the other content tomorrow.</p><h2>What do you guys want to see in the teaser?</h2></blockquote>
<p>I’m a simple man with simple desires. I just want to see the Byers, particularly Will, and maybe throw a Mike in there.</p><p>Oh, and I’d actually really love a poorly-made local TV commercial for Surfer Boy Pizza starring Jonathan and Argyle.</p>
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Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/666959280511107072">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1067" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2eea032ff8a2dd73e0de02974db691a2/c1ed14b177219eb3-fb/s640x960/6038c5e9ed444f5661ad060a090bb4c4aa147ac0.png" data-orig-height="1067" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p><small><a href="https://href.li/?https://twitter.com/netflix/status/1456340126892584961?t=An0-T5iOcorDqD5PcJiGNw&amp;s=19">tweet link</a></small></p></blockquote>
<p>It&rsquo;s a nice thing to try to help someone get perspective on things, but, you know, Will isn&rsquo;t exactly doing ok just because he survived. People can get through a stressful or traumatic event and still have lingering effects, and a lot of smaller events can add up. </p><p>So, maybe a little bit of accidental minimization of people&rsquo;s problems? I dunno, maybe it&rsquo;s because I&rsquo;m a counselor, and I&rsquo;ve learned that it&rsquo;s not a great idea to suggest to someone that their problems are manageable because other people go through worse. I mean, I see what they were going for with this billboard, and it&rsquo;s a nice idea, but it&rsquo;s perhaps an error in execution.</p><p>That or I&rsquo;m just being too sensitive.</p>
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<p>This is low-key hilarious to me. He says “I’ll just say he’s visiting someone&hellip;” as if he’s trying to be vague and mysterious.</p><p>Like, kid, a lot of us already worked out what Mike is up to, and the options as to who he might be visiting are one of two (or both) people <b>who live together!</b></p><p>He’s either bad at this, or it’s all a coordinated setup for Saturday’s 004 teaser.</p>
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Body: <p>Stranger Things Social Media:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1167" data-orig-width="1073"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/84e981d926c17b19f533ad30a7739697/5b7c71f978ad2085-01/s540x810/c3e72a7403e9cf77753d2394ac5d7e25550caeec.jpg" data-orig-height="1167" data-orig-width="1073"/></figure><p>Me:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="366" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/973a9a06ff63df19daeeb543c50de538/5b7c71f978ad2085-e7/s540x810/401fc34fd9d83904e3f7e44b826c9e0a3da258a3.gif" data-orig-height="366" data-orig-width="480"/></figure>
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Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/666930838799269888
Reblog name: strangertheory
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/666930838799269888">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://twitter.com/Stranger_Things/status/1456259952511647746?t=L02WaonOKajssvDEpj_CYQ&amp;s=19">Looks like we&rsquo;re in California</a>!</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1167" data-orig-width="1073"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/41c553644eec8322cbee8e779df5585b/142a7818b59c6468-4c/s640x960/03043f2c76b57deeb700eb3b1becf1598f01a8db.png" data-orig-height="1167" data-orig-width="1073"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>This would seem to clinch it for me that 004 will be about the Byers/Lenora Hills. </p><p>Now that I’ve said that, of course&hellip;</p>
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Reblog name: nayalovesbyler2
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/nayalovesbyler2/666578544953032704">nayalovesbyler2</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/666578410203693056">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/nayalovesbyler2/666575204044226560">nayalovesbyler2</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>netflix geeked tiktok livestream with noah schnapp</b></p><p>comment: is will gay?</p><p>noah: is will gay- who knows</p><p>he’s teasing us at this point just confirm it already 😩</p></blockquote><p>As a nearly 40 year old man, I have no place on TikTok.  Was he reading all the comments, or did he just up and decide to acknowledge that one?</p></blockquote><p>oh there were TOOOOO many comments. he just randomly picked some </p></blockquote>
<p>Picked randomly? Unless he has a way to have a random comment pop up, then he has control over which ones he responds to. Does TikTok have something like that or did he consciously decide to answer that one.</p><p>Kid knows full well what he&rsquo;s doing and the response it will bring.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/nayalovesbyler2/666575204044226560">nayalovesbyler2</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>netflix geeked tiktok livestream with noah schnapp</b></p><p>comment: is will gay?</p><p>noah: is will gay- who knows</p><p>he’s teasing us at this point just confirm it already 😩</p></blockquote>
<p>As a nearly 40 year old man, I have no place on TikTok.  Was he reading all the comments, or did he just up and decide to acknowledge that one?</p>
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Body: <p>What Mike is thinking when he calls the Byers:</p><p><br/></p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/1bGOgY1CmiU" data-orig-width="267" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="267" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/1bGOgY1CmiU?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><p><br/></p><p>It&rsquo;s a shame he loses his nerve every time he hears Will answer the phone.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/666247933767958528">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/666247292381200384">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Def think <span class="npf_color_joey"><b>lonnie</b></span> will get Will a <b><span class="npf_color_niles">watch</span></b> for his bday in s4. </h2><p>It&rsquo;d be a great way to connect Lonnie to the storyline of:  <b><span class="npf_color_joey">posessed-creel</span></b> and the &ldquo;grand<span class="npf_color_joey">-father- </span><b><span class="npf_color_niles">clock</span></b><span class="npf_color_niles">&rdquo;</span><span class="npf_color_joey"> </span> - which is also associated with the upsidedown.</p><ul><li>In s1,when El first sees the <span class="npf_color_joey">demogorgan</span> (in d&amp;d called &ldquo;<span class="npf_color_joey">deep father&rsquo;)</span> - you hear a <span class="npf_color_niles">clock ticking</span> . </li><li> In s2, when Will when first sees the  <span class="npf_color_joey">mindflayer</span>- we see a <span class="npf_color_niles">clock hand moving wrapidly</span>. And the mf is prob based off lonnie.</li><li>Hopper at the end of s3 says to his daughter-he wants to &quot;turn back the <span class="npf_color_niles">clock</span>&rdquo;.</li></ul><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p> In the el/<span class="npf_color_joey">papa</span> teaser it zooms in on the <span class="npf_color_niles">clock</span>. Similar to the zoom in of the grand<span class="npf_color_joey">father</span> <span class="npf_color_niles">clock</span> in the creel-teaser. </p></blockquote><p>Not to mention the creel family of the &ldquo;past&rdquo; (aka would be &ldquo; <b>turning back the <span class="npf_color_niles">clock&rdquo;</span></b>) .And the family has various parallels to the Byers fam- similar to how the lonnie/brenner/demogorgan parallel.</p><p>Plus, one movie inspo for s4 is scarface- creepy relative returns back - after not talking to his family for years .And gives a young relative - a <span class="npf_color_niles">watch</span>. </p><p>Like &hellip; it&rsquo;d just all fit. <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA">@0aurelion-sol0</a> .</p></blockquote><p><b>We also hear a clock chime at the end of episode 4 in Season 2 &ldquo;Will The Wise&rdquo; when Hopper is in the tunnels under Hawkins that were made by the Mind Flayer and the Demodogs.</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="338" data-orig-width="600"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0c3d0cd678a88acb988155b4b8733b40/3ffda02259a8877f-90/s640x960/d7f867f24cc55ab2488cf018343f4be0c6a1c7c8.png" data-orig-height="338" data-orig-width="600"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>You guys are only making me fall deeper into one of my few headcanons: Will causing the car accident, reaching up to his face because of a bloody nose, and the camera zooming in on his watch flashing 12:00.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/665948529653579776">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>Interesting stuff.</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1353"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/95354f5d153a32f41fec10aadb326295/a14bd3faa0058804-52/s640x960/4e951f0c6270a91cb4128276598f55c181fb479e.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1353"/></figure></div><p><b>Matthew Modine hinted at something happening during Stranger Things Day by reblogging two tweets about having a possible new teaser. 😏</b></p><p><b>Are the girls finally going to get something right in this hell of crazy promotion ?</b></p></blockquote>
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Reblog key: y7ybiJ9p
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sollody/665484054363275264
Reblog name: sollody
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sollody/665484054363275264">sollody</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>|JUST GONNA LEAVE THIS HERE|</h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1015" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c2e78bfac9d3056c80fd4d65f8c11fe3/7ae16f6325b7b4d8-e7/s640x960/22c59bb05c5f8d12e55ee464c780e9069d019196.png" data-orig-height="1015" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="575" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5363a042bbe6ac2b28ed24b2eac5108d/7ae16f6325b7b4d8-bf/s640x960/cff5d81d5c322c69eac5b687cb21e235ceaddb42.jpg" data-orig-height="575" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>:D</p><p><br/></p><p><small>photo links: <a href="https://href.li/?https://images.app.goo.gl/LtkRsRGoxzsp4ArP6">head/neck</a>, <a href="https://href.li/?https://images.app.goo.gl/ZPJTc5Ct9XSHK7cd9">hand/arm</a></small></p><p><small>Inspired by an <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/665425421735788544/do-you-think-the-chess-guy-is-will-second">ask</a> I just read - by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> and by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a> (couldn&rsquo;t find your post - feel free to add the link.^^)</small></p></blockquote>
<p>Well, photo evidence is photo evidence. I’m not the best at making those sorts of physical comparisons, but I suppose people can see enough similarities there. It would certainly be odd if they managed to cast someone who resembled Noah for this role.</p><p>Maybe that is him, then. Maybe El isn’t the only one who needs to be broken out of a hospital, or maybe it takes place at the end of the season. </p><p>I guess we’ll see.</p>
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Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>So, a thought:</p><p>If each of the numbered teasers (001, 002, and 003) represent a different major season 4 story arc, then things would presumably begin to become clear. This is very much of a presumption, but David Harbour hinted at this in a recent interview.</p><p>001: Hopper in Russia, and his eventual return.</p><p>002: El and Brenner with El probably finally getting some closure.</p><p>003: The Hawkins crew investigating a situation that apparently eventually leads to the military coming.</p><p>004: Yet to be revealed, but&hellip;</p><p>El already has her story arc. Mike and the Byers have yet to be seen. Joyce is presumably involved with Hopper&rsquo;s story.</p><p>Will the final story arc be Mike, Will, Jonathan, and Argyle investigating things in Lenora Hills? Will they be looking for El? Will they almost immediately head off for Hawkins? As much as I imagine it will piss off some fans, I think we need to consider that El is not involved with this story arc, at least until the Pizza Party manages to meet up with her.</p><p>It&rsquo;s very possible that El ends up in her story arc before Mike gets to Lenora Hills. A regular character arc for Mike is being in situations where his feelings for El and Will to be tangled up together. I would expect him to come visit with a large amount of anxiety. He probably knows by now that his feelings for Will are more than they are supposed to be. El being missing would give him emotional cover to avoid acknowledging that.</p><p>Meanwhile, Will could continue to go through his own struggles, with hints as to his powers growing every episode. I would still expect the two of them to have tender moments, with Mike saying and doing ambiguous things that confuse the hell out of Will. He has his own journey to go on, and Mike has always been at the center of it, just as he’s always been at the center of Mike’s. </p><p>Jonathan would presumably take on the role of the protecting adult if there are indeed monsters in Lenora Hills. He&rsquo;d ineffectively try to keep the others out of trouble, while being an ignored voice of reason. Still, if Will is in danger, all bets are off with Jonathan. As much as I want Jonathan to be able to be his own person, the story seems to always force him into having to grow up way too soon. This will be even more apparent if Lonnie does indeed show up at some point.</p><p>I’m not sure what to make of Argyle yet, but I have a headcanon. Argyle would be a sort of fool character in that he has license to say things that other characters wouldn&rsquo;t be able to. It would be a way for the writers to comment on the action in a way that can be justified in-universe due to Argyle being both an outsider and a stoner. </p><p>This was just a thought I had this morning. I imagine others have probably had similar thoughts already, but I’ve been too overworked and tired to follow things like I did over the summer. </p><p>Comments, questions, reactions?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/664163259951267840">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><h2><b>XD I&rsquo;m laughing my ass off right now.</b></h2><h2><b>This is Stephen King&rsquo;s House.</b></h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="828" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/395dc31fe8bfc2a0e78aed27e58525a3/0e2e8ee11da45457-0b/s640x960/f0653e20eef5afc0d679467733375698f5da03b2.jpg" data-orig-height="828" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="508" data-orig-width="755"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8b576ed8a8ae478d430ada2f2fadce02/0e2e8ee11da45457-70/s640x960/51be68c9aec716265656b5f8d8f69209386782de.jpg" data-orig-height="508" data-orig-width="755"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="700" data-orig-width="1400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3239db1dc2689edafad388da156fdeb9/0e2e8ee11da45457-ba/s640x960/17969cb1b946f2206f57b1cafdd68ac9a30d8980.jpg" data-orig-height="700" data-orig-width="1400"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1103" data-orig-width="1486"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/98ef6d3a6eac0510d9c3c27ca89a665c/0e2e8ee11da45457-9a/s640x960/008b4caae0780f4bbb05e5b767cb5148b50e5f58.jpg" data-orig-height="1103" data-orig-width="1486"/></figure></div><h2><b>Duffers, you are just two big nerds. :D</b></h2><h1><b>Also 47&hellip;</b></h1><h1>4 Four</h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="996" data-orig-width="2047"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0b15a329da848f48cafbfa1a2ea42406/0e2e8ee11da45457-0a/s640x960/6ff7914a0fbb15e9fb25a5e5188bf564469e166d.jpg" data-orig-height="996" data-orig-width="2047"/></figure></div><h1>7 Seven</h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1440" data-orig-width="2960"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/00ffd50dfca14b04499fdc6e40874773/0e2e8ee11da45457-1d/s640x960/6907151b5a934f56696bfdcd6b185bb587f3464c.jpg" data-orig-height="1440" data-orig-width="2960"/></figure></div><h2>&ldquo;It was a 7. The Demogorgon&hellip; It got me.&rdquo;</h2><h2>&ldquo;You told her&hellip; the wave was 7 feet.&rdquo;</h2><h2>&ldquo;Friday. 7 o'clock. Enzos&hellip;&rdquo;</h2><h2>&ldquo;Those 7 years. They were everything to me.&rdquo;</h2><h2><b>And far much <a href="https://alteritymonster.tumblr.com/post/661981067758157824/buuuuuuut-on-second-or-seventh-thought-the">more&hellip;</a> <a href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/661981861877301248/every-reference-to-the-number-7-in-stranger">sevens&hellip;</a></b></h2></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/664127167280627712/religious-names-symbols-in-st-analysis-ive" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p>

<blockquote><h2>Religious Names &amp; symbols in ST (analysis)</h2>
<p>I’ve discussed this a bit in my name analysis where i also talked about  movie/comic/video game refs. But I wanted to expand on this specific topic. We’ll be breaking down: names, plot points, animal symbolism, and literary inspirations. This will also include analyses/speculations about the up coming s4 as well (at the end). I’ll be going pretty in depth with various religions &amp; mythologies . Also, i’d love for everyone to read this in it’s entirety-<strike>but there’s a lot of names so if you find it tedious at least skip to the animal symbolism section (cause trust me , it’s very interesting)</strike>.So lets begin.</p>
<h2><b>PART 1: NAMES</b></h2>
<h2><i>[Kali Prasad]</i></h2>
<figure data-orig-width="1371" data-orig-height="726" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8e56f7f49beb97c70d3829cff38f4938/58614251de23b3ef-ba/s540x810/3d319a34495f47b32a268de5f5806ebd729b59f9.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1371" data-orig-height="726" data-media-key="8e56f7f49beb97c70d3829cff38f4938:58614251de23b3ef-ba"/></figure><p><b>“<i>Kali  is the name of a Hindu goddess </i></b><i>. Kali’s iconography and mythology commonly associate her with<b> death,  violence</b>, s*xuality,<b> </b>but also paradoxically -<b>motherly love</b>. In myths ‘she<b> only k*lls demons’</b> and is described as  <b>‘</b>overflowing with <b>incomprehensible love for her children.</b> <b>She destroys the evil in order to protect the innocent</b>.”</i>Aka ST’s Kali k*lling people from hawkins lab for hurting kids. </p>
<p><i>“Her third eye stands for <b>WISDOM </b>(like Will the wise).And Kali is called at times‘ the <b>bright fire of truth</b>’ .A devotee of Kali makes her image in his heart and under her influence burns away all limitations and ignorance in the<b> cremation fires.</b> This inner cremation fire in the heart is the gyanagni (<b>fire of knowledge</b>),<b> which kali bestows</b> .</i> “</p>
<figure data-orig-width="963" data-orig-height="331" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6c0bf0c4630fc86841c0ac2df96ea20a/58614251de23b3ef-00/s540x810/5c4aa1fdb33f0fe3ec7f538f6041a65b6ce304a8.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="963" data-orig-height="331" data-media-key="6c0bf0c4630fc86841c0ac2df96ea20a:58614251de23b3ef-00"/></figure><p>“<i>The goddess Kali could also create a <b>dark cloud of</b> <b>lightning</b></i> (similar to the mindflayer). <i>The phrase ‘brilliant as a dark cloud’ is a snippet of one such prayer dedicated to Kali.The name Kali is derived from the Hindu word that means <b>“time”</b>. Kali receives her name because she <b>devours ‘kala’ (Time)</b> after this she resumes <b>her own dark formlessness</b></i>. <i>“(<strike>reminds me of the mf taking memories and going back to his shadow form in s2)</strike></i><b><i> .</i>“</b><i>This transformative effect can be </i><b><i>metaphorically illustrated in the West as a black hole in space.” </i>(</b><strike>cough mf ,cough hopper blackhole ref ,cough clock sounds and visuals when El and Will first see the demogorgan/mf respectively)<b>.</b> </strike> Then<i> <b>Prasād </b>(her last name) <b>is a material substance that is a religious offering to gods in Hinduism</b> </i>.</p>
<h2>[The ‘merciful’ EL/Jane/Elenor]</h2>
<figure data-orig-width="412" data-orig-height="271" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/91d1b3a4a12b681cd625017488debac9/58614251de23b3ef-99/s540x810/dbb28742703c2050cca4b7149db012e48e8d5b46.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="412" data-orig-height="271" data-media-key="91d1b3a4a12b681cd625017488debac9:58614251de23b3ef-99"/></figure><p><b>“EL is the name of a Cannanite (male) god associated with “salt water “ (pool filled with salt in s1) who “dwelled in a tent” (in s1 Mike’s blanket fort)</b> .His gray-beard was described as “ “full of <b>WISDOM” </b><strike>(similar to s1 Will the wise’s beard)</strike><b>.” </b>él’  in Spanish means ‘he’- which could be a nod at her ( androgynous) presentation in prior seasons. <b>El</b> can also be translated to &ldquo;God” or ‘god’. The el character has various mythologies depending on which culture/ religion is using the term &lsquo;el’. In the post-biblical period, “el” became a regular element in the names of angels such as “Gabri·el,” “<b>Micha·el</b>,” and “Azri·el,” to denote their status as divine beings.”</p>
<p>And  <b>JANE translates to “ Yahweh (god) is MERCIFUL”. </b>The cannanite-god-<b>EL </b>was also dubbed<b> “Compassionate God of MERCY.” ELENOR </b>(called this in s1) can<b> </b>mean “<b>the MERCIFUL</b>” (from ancient Greek “éleos/ἔλεος” = compassion/mercy). We see this characteristic in how, El in s2 refused to k*ll the evil scientist because he had his kids in the house.</p>
<figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1064" data-orig-width="1645"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/222b20fcaaff258d5eae5a73c73afd72/58614251de23b3ef-c4/s540x810/cd2fb6dfe93d4cd0337404c5e8cd4a281633c177.jpg" data-orig-height="1064" data-orig-width="1645"/></figure><p><b>“ </b>Earlier, a ninth century B.C.E. inscription identifies<b> Ēl- </b>as<b> </b>the name of the Babylonian water god Ea, <b>lord of the watery subterranean abyss” (cough watery dark void in st- El controls). Terry (El’s mom-aka Teressa’s name)</b> was originally used in the Middle Ages for a<b> “child baptized in holy water” (El in the sensory water tank/Terry being in it too</b>, according to Becky in s1).</p>
<figure data-orig-width="788" data-orig-height="870" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/155a54c72d0d85f87bb313eb785b5b24/58614251de23b3ef-6c/s540x810/3610e7dc8ef805203ccadde8df568081153d179c.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="788" data-orig-height="870" data-media-key="155a54c72d0d85f87bb313eb785b5b24:58614251de23b3ef-6c"/></figure><p><b>Elenor</b> can come also derive from the Hebrew element 'EL’ meaning 'god’ and ’-OR’ meaning light.So the name Elenor,  also means ’<b>God is my light’</b> or ’<b>God is my candle’</b>. While in greek Elenor is derived from the element ēlē (light, torch, bright): so  Elenor in greek means “<b>light </b>or <b>shinning one</b>”. (Possible  showing she’s the opposite of the ‘shadow monster’ or at least her idealogical differences to Kali who can represent a “black hole”).  </p>
<h2>[ William : Jesus/Los &amp; the  Apocalypse]</h2>
<p>The s4 movie list said to inspire st  has (‘red dragon’, gods of monsters, &amp; ‘blade runner’ )all 3 mention the<b> ARTIST and writer William Blake </b> (specifically all 3 mention his painting of the<b> arch-angel MICHAEL</b> fighting a dragon in revelations). He was also one of many<b> painters </b>part of the exhibition <b>of “ The World Turned Upside Down: Apocalyptic Imagery.”</b><i>The World Turned Upside Down explores the myriad ways that artists in England visualized the apocalypse in a period fraught with political, religious, economic, and cultural change.”</i></p>
<figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="1086" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7018bc64e24f338693e905dc7c197288/58614251de23b3ef-db/s540x810/d5a86c41b5b9b1c462f92bf75a01177a226f646c.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="1086" data-media-key="7018bc64e24f338693e905dc7c197288:58614251de23b3ef-db"/></figure><p><strike>Also, hellooo Both are <b>William B</b>(yers/lake)-and both are artists and write stories.”</strike>During this period Blake was commissioned to create over a hundred paintings intended to illustrate books of the<b> Bible along with revelations</b> .  He also drew illustrations for the novel<b> Dante’s inferno (referenced in st’s rebel robin podcast) . </b></p>
<p>“Blake brutally satirizes oppressive authority in church and state.He said those who proclaim restrictive moral rules and oppressive laws as “goodness” are in themselves evil. Hence to counteract this repression, Blake announces that he is of the <b>“Devil’s Party”</b> (cough hellfire club ref-and dissing the satanic panic of the hellfire club and other marginalized groups) . He also says “men forgot that All deities reside in the human breast (the heart)<b>.</b>” So Instead of looking for God on remote altars, Blake warns, man should look within.He produced a diverse and symbolically rich œuvre, which embraced the “<b>imagination as “the body of God.”</b> <strike>(Will’s imagination powers</strike>).He wrote his own stories based on biblical writings- one includes the<b> fire wielding character of Los (will the wise) who represented jesus and the power of</b> ‘<b>imagination’ . Los was also supposed to represent a part of William B. himself (according to William Blake’s diary)</b>. In the story, Los is like a hybrid between jesues/anti christ.  (sort of similar to how jesus &amp; the anti christ in <b>revelations:</b> cause the destruction of the world and  the second judgment to unfold- heck in Revelations Jesus also had fire powers). The poem ends with Los’s unfallen state rising up and <b>shepherding in science </b><strike>(Will winning the science fair 4 times</strike>) and removing the dark religions.” </p>
<figure data-orig-width="332" data-orig-height="197" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bdfee73038fea0b2c79a0f5316548d3a/58614251de23b3ef-37/s540x810/90efa22ce26ac43f35005d64a72dc59d411187c9.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="332" data-orig-height="197" data-media-key="bdfee73038fea0b2c79a0f5316548d3a:58614251de23b3ef-37"/></figure><p> <b>Billy </b>(is also name short for William) and in s2-3 he even wore <b>“lady of pillar” medallion- a title of Jesus’ mother. </b>( Which also hints at Billy’s arc of missing his mother). </p>
<h2>[Archangel Michael ,the Apocalypse,  7s]</h2>
<figure data-orig-width="1423" data-orig-height="546" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0cd51424aefbdcf9f1bbb39ebf0691f4/58614251de23b3ef-6a/s540x810/6d4cddf1fa524ec9b65ea8981571c51e1ac8dd26.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1423" data-orig-height="546" data-media-key="0cd51424aefbdcf9f1bbb39ebf0691f4:58614251de23b3ef-6a"/></figure><p>Michael<b>- </b>Similar to kali, is a religious figure known for killing demons.<b> He’s the Arch-angel from the book of revelations </b>(Apocalypse).In revelations,an evil Beast (with <b>seven heads </b>usually translated to ‘satan’,<b> demon</b>’ or ‘dragon’) appears .“it was a <b>7</b>″ causes Will to be attacked by the<b> demogorgan </b>( which in d&amp;d is a <b>demon with multiple heads). </b></p>
<p><b>The Archangel MICHAEL fought and defeated this 7 headed beast/satan (for god). </b>Corresponding with <b>Mike </b>at the end of s1 writing a<b> new  d&amp;d story </b>for Will (based off defeating the demogorgan) . The second d&amp;d story was about helping<b> kill a 7 HEADED MONSTER (representing the demon-demogorgon: like the angel Michael k*lling the 7 headed demon)! </b>Michael is also the archangel who <b>oversees</b> the natural element of<b> fire (Mike telling ‘Will the wise ‘to use ‘fireball’ to defeat this same 7 headed monster</b> in the game, at the end of s1). </p>
<figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2961" data-orig-width="3212" style=""><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/05bf372068a39442527e7191952b9484/58614251de23b3ef-b4/s540x810/d3fe9c7d4aff50847940992f18bca7ea71d1afca.png" data-orig-height="2961" data-orig-width="3212"/></figure><p>Ironically, though<b> Jesus /Christian god is also associated with 7s a lot (</b>he has<b> 7 </b>angels (like Michael) and during the apocalypse <b>causes 7 plagues </b>, he has<b> 7 candles ,etc .)Cause the number seven, represented ‘perfection’ </b>according to ancient numerology .<b>Will’s b day</b> is March 22- (3) +2+2 <b>=7, </b>Will was in the upsidedown for <b>7 days </b>. Will’s bday even falls in what christians call “the holy week”( the <b>7 days</b> preceding Easter)  At the end of s1 they even<b> defeat this 7 headed monster because Will rolls a 14 (which can be broken down into two 7s). Michael &amp; William also have 7 letters in each of their names respectively- equating to this 14.  </b>Also (fun fact) in revelations god wore a rainbow halo /had a rainbow thrown of thunder/lightning (and decorated with 7 torches)<b>. </b>    </p>
<ul><li>Will’s bday’s  is also associated with the <b>shadow god Ketu </b>(who represented <b>wisdom</b>). In <b>Vedic numerology</b>, <b>7</b> , is associated with<b> March 22 </b>(and this shadow god) . Aka a reference to Will subconsciously creating the mindflayer. Will’s bday is also associated with “psychic powers” and “wisdom”Also, <b>El &amp; Kali meet in e7</b> of s2 to show their connection to the supernatural as well.</li></ul><ul><li> Hopper also talks to his ex wife dianna about sarah : and says the <b>7 years </b>they were together meant everything to him, despite the sadness. Billy’s most fond/sad memory is associated with the wave being ‘<b>7 </b>feet’. Terry stuck in a loop-of her worst memories says ‘3 to the left 4 to the right:3+4=<b>7</b>). Besides the ones already mentioned, we see what most of these <b>7</b> <b>have an association with the past (and both good/bad memories):</b> s2e<b>7 </b>(El is looking for her forgotten memories of the rainbow room/mama &amp; Papa) +<b> 7</b>s (are associated with the demogorgan &amp; mindflayer/ which is  recreation of Will’s tr*umatic past with his dad). But also <b>7s</b> are associated with positive memories with Mike/d&amp;d (Mike after talking to Will about d&amp;d says , sorry I’m acting like a 7 year old). And again the<b> 7′s</b> are associated with good/bad memories of Billy, Hopper, and Terry. In stephen king (inspo to the duffers) he would insert the mystical number 19 in his dark tower series + other books- the 19 represented 1 characters repressed memories.</li></ul><p><br/></p>
<ul><li>On a funny note.<b> Michael also roughly translates to the Hebrew phrase question ( 'Who like el?’</b> The answer being roughly translated to ’<b> none like el’ </b>… which i mean literally is saying there is no one similar to her. But I still think its a linguistic pun/ burn that Mike is not actually into El romantically). Mike in s3: “El? Sorry, not interested” (hangs up phone).</li></ul><figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="514" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6587ffeb05464bb3aa02dea326e1e17a/58614251de23b3ef-26/s540x810/4dbc70c775473afaccce67ada02182b1920748bd.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="514" data-media-key="6587ffeb05464bb3aa02dea326e1e17a:58614251de23b3ef-26"/></figure><h2>[ Apostle John(’Brother’ of Jesus/’Apocalyptic Prophet’)]</h2>
<figure data-orig-width="374" data-orig-height="227" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7fe9bc4b3d728c016b32d861ea31c961/58614251de23b3ef-94/s540x810/193e38b04de3ba5d46773dd3d04ee1dfe0c376e8.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="374" data-orig-height="227" data-media-key="7fe9bc4b3d728c016b32d861ea31c961:58614251de23b3ef-94"/></figure><p> (Supposedly John was <b>Jesus’ blood relative</b>- who <b>wrote ‘revelations’ (about the apocalypse). </b> Another ref to the apocalypse-hm<b>. He describes a series of prophetic visions, including </b>figures such as the<b> 7-Headed Dragon (relating to Michael),</b> and <b> the Second Coming of Jesus. </b>In scripture John was called <b>“the disciple whom Jesus loved as a brothe</b>r” .<b>Fire</b> is the most typical element associated with the Saint John’s Eve celebration (Jonathan did light the demogorgan on fire). Many scholars consider John &amp; Jesus (<b>“apocalyptic prophets”</b>). </p>
<p>The name <b>Jonathan</b> itself translates to <b>“ yahweh (god ) has given</b>” or<b> “god’s gift” </b>. The name is derived from the Hebrew name Yehonatan, which contains the elements yeho (in reference to God) and natan (meaning “to give.”) Which probably relates to Jonathan’s giving nature-in relation to his family. “According to the Old Testament, <b>Jonathan was the eldest son of Saul. His relationship with his father was strained “.</b></p>
<h2>Hunter/Agriculture gods/ people in forests</h2> <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/664127167280627712/religious-names-symbols-in-st-analysis-ive" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
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<p>I find it telling that Will is mad about what happened to Bob. It shows how the normally mild mannered Will has been holding in his feelings for a while. It&rsquo;s bound to reach a boiling point eventually.</p><p>Also, what bothers him the most is that he can&rsquo;t bring Bob back or &ldquo;fix this.&rdquo; While it&rsquo;s not unusual for a grieving kid to wish he could bring someone back, for Will to specifically think about it seems like a specific choice by the writers. He says it almost as if it was actually a possibility and he&rsquo;s angry that it isn&rsquo;t in this case.</p><p>Maybe something, maybe not, but interesting nonetheless.</p>
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Body: <p> We all know that our boy Will is a big horror fan. We’ve also noticed several times that things Will is exposed to early on end up predicting the events of each season. It could be an exercise in foreshadowing, or maybe Will is somehow, unknowingly of course, manipulating what happens.</p><p>In February, 1986, the movie House was released. If the season truly does take place in late March, then there’s a pretty good chance that Will could see this movie before everything goes down. I have no idea if the Duffers are aware of this movie, or if it has any intentional influence, but I did see some similarities. It’s been a while since I’ve seen the movie, but I’ll try to break it down. </p><p>House is about a writer, Roger, who moves into his aunt’s house after she tragically commits suicide. Let’s just get this part out of the way. Here is the house:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="600" data-orig-width="1067"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e85cf2b0ae4e1609bfdfcf4424560c2b/c1372d539f67b1b0-31/s540x810/ad479877d1ec0dd940118f4c4da70fd9767df2e2.jpg" data-orig-height="600" data-orig-width="1067"/></figure><p>Yeah, it does sort of have the same look as the Creel House, doesn’t it? This, and the movie’s release date, are why I’ve decided to take a closer look.</p><p>Roger’s life is a mess by the time he learns of his aunt’s death. He and his wife separated after their son vanished without a trace while in a pool (which I think may be on the house’s property). Instead of selling the house, he decides to move in and work on a new book based on his time in Vietnam. However, shortly after he moves in he starts having terrible nightmares and strange, supernatural things begin to happen. He even gets visions, including of his aunt hanging from her bedroom ceiling and his war buddy, Big Ben (gloriously played by Richard Moll), who was tortured by the enemy. Ben was injured in the war, and, despite Ben’s pleas for Roger to mercy kill him, Roger left him to be captured.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="661" data-orig-width="1273"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ba5befb10d8c78169283b23258816075/c1372d539f67b1b0-e5/s540x810/02844967e571b4102440c0879b2822046383b362.jpg" data-orig-height="661" data-orig-width="1273"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="384" data-orig-width="704"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/662863ff99344f4a0158d2d56c8e677c/c1372d539f67b1b0-d1/s540x810/fc8668fb1636391cf15746f3821852e9b40e822a.jpg" data-orig-height="384" data-orig-width="704"/></figure><p>Gross looking monsters/demons begin to appear in the house, starting with an appearance in his aunt’s closet one night at midnight. He thinks he’s going crazy, but decides to try and set some traps to at least get proof of what is happening. I believe he sets up a camera to go off at midnight. 

Yeah, clocks and time are somewhat important here, too. </p><p>While it doesn’t work as planned, his new neighbor and best friend by default, Harold (George Wendt), witnesses one of the monster attacks when he drops by with pizza and beer (at midnight, for some reason).</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="242" data-orig-width="512"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8f51a28f3de90cf1f115ebca6794f70d/c1372d539f67b1b0-e4/s540x810/6e7633940c56cd3053595e78f28cb64cbfd3c07f.jpg" data-orig-height="242" data-orig-width="512"/></figure><p>One of the monsters even tries to fool him by taking the form of his ex-wife before being revealed.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="768" data-orig-width="1024"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/81638153be6c0080b648fe6b3d0e4a7b/c1372d539f67b1b0-bd/s540x810/89ba57eb86cb4f0bd79494e541dd55b643e1f8dd.jpg" data-orig-height="768" data-orig-width="1024"/></figure><p>Oh, there’s also creepy paintings.<br/></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="661" data-orig-width="1273"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/00abe7a38db8a6004817c7899a1ef960/c1372d539f67b1b0-c4/s540x810/710dc9b03a7836e99559e7b2b5bea6526081c2d9.jpg" data-orig-height="661" data-orig-width="1273"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="165" data-orig-width="306"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bdf324b39da318a1e1151fdfa8ea1a05/c1372d539f67b1b0-5c/s540x810/68c861612b0c5b730a42c3a35d2a341da27eaa51.jpg" data-orig-height="165" data-orig-width="306"/></figure><p>Yeah, look at the clocks in that second one. Here’s a replica that’s higher quality:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="613" data-orig-width="465"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/574736294eaa90897fe7357a5d912bfd/c1372d539f67b1b0-a1/s540x810/07b1ad92eee9ca0a400facf24fd964a97d1a8482.jpg" data-orig-height="613" data-orig-width="465"/></figure><p>The movie ultimately takes Roger into a parallel universe, which is foreshadowed in the painting with the kid in the mirror. The boy is actually his son, who was essentially kidnapped by Big Ben as revenge for Roger leaving him to be captured and tortured.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="275" data-orig-width="450"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ac218fa0f4a871b54fb13bdd55afec72/c1372d539f67b1b0-19/s540x810/e299d707c3b54295c752a982cc6b5e6b3da88229.jpg" data-orig-height="275" data-orig-width="450"/></figure><p>Roger is forced to face his PTSD and overcome his fear of Big Ben. In doing so, Ben loses his power, and Roger is able to defeat him and save his son. I believe he ends up basically saving him from the same pool he disappeared in before.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="439" data-orig-width="780"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/16672db99b039e1346b5e76eec3854a1/c1372d539f67b1b0-0b/s540x810/ce7bfb483d650905b6d5444efa3301d58abccc74.jpg" data-orig-height="439" data-orig-width="780"/></figure><p>It’s not a terribly good movie, but it wasn’t terribly bad, either. It was cheesy, even for its time, but it did flip the script by making Roger’s struggle more with his past trauma than anything else. Once he accepted everything and confronting it, he was able to save himself and his son.</p><p>Now, I see some things that could come into play in season 4.</p><ol><li>The Creel House is haunted, but, like was the case in House, is there more to it than meets the eye?<br/></li><li>Hopper is a Vietnam vet, and there may be things about it he isn’t proud of, hence literally burying “Vietnam” under the floorboards.</li><li>Fucking clock imagery!</li><li>Maybe there’s a link to the Upside Down inside the Creel House, just like there is a gate to a parallel dimension in House.</li><li>The creepy paintings might parallel Will’s drawings. Also, in the fever dream called The Peanut Butter Solution (on the S4 movie list) magic paintbrushes allow people to enter paintings as if they were real.</li><li>Some of us have previously speculated that the Mindflayer is a product of Will’s repressed trauma, and that it could only be beaten by him facing and overcoming it.</li><li>If not Will, then Hopper is also full of past trauma, and we know that we’re meant to learn more about his past this season. Like Roger, Hopper was in Vietnam, and his marriage collapsed after losing their kid.</li></ol><p>So, any thoughts from anyone else? I’m really thinking the Duffers may have seen this movie.</p>
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Slug: some-day-after-thoughts
Reblog key: JpQUC5K8
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: Some day after thoughts
Body: <ul><li>That’s an awfully big house for a family of four.</li><li>Who lived there before the Creels?</li><li>What leads to the kids deciding to investigate it?</li><li>If the killings are Upside Down related, how come it was all quiet again until El accidentally opened the Gate?</li><li>Seriously, what the hell is the deal with the clock? Is something imprisoned in it? Literally stuck in time?</li><li>The rabbit, gouged eyes aside, doesn’t appear particularly mutilated. Certainly not to the extent a demogorgon or demodog is capable of.</li><li>Is something collecting eyes?</li><li>Is it related to Englund’s claim that Creel’s eyes are gouged out? </li><li>&ldquo;The world is full of obvious things that nobody, by any chance, ever observes.”</li><li>Is this going to be linked to Will’s Truesight? Will he be able to see what nobody else can?</li></ul>
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<p>Neither of them are allowed to die.</p>
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Body: <p>The more I think about it, the more I like the idea that weird things happen in Lenora Hills after the Byers move there. </p><p>It becomes strange enough that it draws the attention of Brenner, who discovers El is there. She is falsely blamed/set up for being the cause of the problems, allowing Brenner to capture her. He’s surprised to find that she’s powerless.</p><p>In truth, though, maybe it’s poor Will’s unknowing reality-warping, and he just unintentionally got El into a bad situation.</p>
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Body: <p>I just want to reiterate, in case people somehow haven’t noticed, that we’ve yet to really see Mike or the Byers. Yeah, we maybe <i>technically </i>got a glimpse of Mike in the last teaser with the Hellfire Club, but that doesn’t count. Will <i>might </i>be the person in front of the burning car, but that’s far from certain. We haven’t seen Jonathan or Joyce, either. </p><p>I thought the Hawkins Satanic Panic stuff would be last. Maybe I was right about my predictions, but just had the wrong order. If 004 isn’t focused on Lenora Hills&hellip;</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/663315100478881792/the-son-being-an-artist-like-will-and-the-other" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p>The son being an artist (like Will). And the other (blonde) sibling of the artist finding the dead rabbit. Cue jonathan/Lonnie rabbit hunting story! And the dad staring at his injured kids he prob hurt. In front of red flower door  which is also associated with lonnie/mf.</p><h2>THE RABBIT</h2><figure data-orig-width="3502" data-orig-height="1352" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c1c7e08a90b6fd2aaa92ac19eb09238e/53c8a94ebde4ecf2-51/s540x810/a75c42d7b518579735534878a5e0b72a21ab2f79.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="3502" data-orig-height="1352"/></figure><h2>THE CRAYONS</h2><figure data-orig-width="696" data-orig-height="726" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9f30dc16bd4d7878d2497f42da5549c6/53c8a94ebde4ecf2-13/s540x810/77d6cb661bd917bd57a164c6f2d5e3e69393019f.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="696" data-orig-height="726"/></figure><h2>THE RED FLOWER</h2><figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="216" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/daebdc1ab45552e8553d18f8ea1d8794/53c8a94ebde4ecf2-1d/s540x810/0ecbfa6f9a4be283e86f81cad12bb75d81882798.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="216"/></figure><p>* cough Will thinking of ‘Now-<b>memories</b>’  and drawing the monster next to a box with a RED FLOWER (and the box -held his <b>crayons</b>). Meanwhile jonathan (in s1) had the box filled with  <b> photos of him and Will as kids -aka memories.</b> And Jonathan starts crying.<br/></p><figure data-orig-width="668" data-orig-height="347" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bdea80c7b90bc0d62be18d8514770f2a/53c8a94ebde4ecf2-3a/s540x810/9f4818bc2ff6d4c7bb2ad54bd101c54e0f320854.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="668" data-orig-height="347"/></figure><p>Also the creel children laying there is a shinning ref- of the 2 siblings laying on the ground after being att*cked by their dad with an axe. Again the shinning : focused on the taurence family -where the wife and cchild were  t*romented by their dad. And the family fought with one another with both axes &amp; bats-cough like the Byers holding bats /axes . The byers like the Taurences ( also have an ab*sive patriarch/and the psychic son -like Will- had a bowl cut).</p><h2>I <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/663232778222075904/ok-nevermind-now-im-excited-about-tomorrow-after">called it</a>-  the creels parallel the byers! Heck both the Creels &amp; Byers in s4 move into a new home- expect them to mirror eachother.</h2><h2>DUSTIN: “<b><i>The world is filled with obvious things that no one ever observes”</i></b> </h2><p>- my theorist ass looking at most st fans… yeah sadly  they don’t see the obvious. </p><p>Also “dream a little dream” song… cough cause Will probably subconsciously created them. </p><p>also the obvious lights + lamps stuff. Also the door symbolism-and Will being afraid of doors.</p></blockquote>
<p>There’s still boxes around when things start getting weird. The Creel family started experiencing all of this soon after they moved in. What might be happening in Lenora Hills?</p>
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<p>Oof, yeah, that’s gotta mean something. I hope it’s not just that the Duffers hate rabbits for some reason.</p><p>I didn’t initially catch parallels to the Byers, but after talking briefly to @kaypeace21, I can see it. Victor seems like a nicer guy than Lonnie, but I guess looks can be deceiving.</p><p>Like I said in my reaction post, this taking place in the past doesn’t mean it’s not affected by Will’s mind if he really does have reality-warping powers. Such a person could hypothetically create a family that “always existed.” </p><p>This whole story arc could be a display of the “picture perfect” family that they appear to be in the beginning clashing with the reality of a broken family. Maybe Victor is extremely stressed out and has moments where he blacks out and hurts his family. He hypothetically could have moved them all out there to try and get a fresh start, thinking it could get rid of their problems (like Joyce did). </p><p>Now that you have me talking about it, this all could be Will’s thoughts jumbling together in his head. Then again, it could also be something else entirely.</p>
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Body: <figure class="tmblr-embed tmblr-full" data-provider="youtube" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200" data-url="https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DhgsUzL75Yjk%26ab_channel%3DStrangerThings"><iframe width="540" height="303" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/hgsUzL75Yjk?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen=""></iframe></figure><p>So, first, a well done teaser. They introduced a character and gave a hint to his backstory and significance without telling us everything.</p><p>It has all the makings of a typical Haunted House story, which is why I think that’s not what’s happening here. The ticking clock being in what appears to be the attic further highlights the clock’s significance. We don’t yet know what it means, but it looked to me like it was striking 12:00 at the end there. </p><p>I’ve previously speculated that season 4 will reveal 012, and I had some fun suggesting that Will would be the figure in front of the car with his digital watch blinking 12:00 in a closeup.</p><p>We don’t yet know how Creel is linked to previous events in Stranger Things. Did he encounter the Upside Down? Did the Mindflayer possess him like it did Will and Billy? Did he get the attention of Brenner because of his insistence of supernatural forces? Could he be 001?</p><p>At first glance, this story arc would seem to negate any possibility of the story of Stranger Things being a result of Will unconsciously influencing reality. Victor Creel, and the events of this teaser, would have taken place well before Will was born. However, if Will could really change reality, then it stands to reason that an event like this would be seen as having happened all along. You would think that the characters would be aware of such a supernatural event taking place relatively close to Hawkins. Why is it now coming to light? I also still think his name being one letter away from being Victor Creed (Marvel’s Sabertooth) is significant in some way.</p><p>I can admit that I could be wrong about my Will theory, but I’d be annoyed if they just suddenly added a huge new character and story arc that changes everything. That was also my big issue with the alleged Vecna leak. Creating a new villain that is <i>really </i>behind everything is just jarring, but not in a good way. In the same vein, the possibility of Creel and his encounter changing everything is similarly jarring. It possibly suggests that the Upside Down and the monsters were known, at least to somebody (Creel, maybe Brenner?) for some time, despite season 1 suggesting it was an accidental dimensional breach as Brenner was experimenting with supernatural means to combat Soviet Russia. Well, I guess we’ll have to wait and see. Like I said, the teaser itself was wonderfully made and very intriguing in and of itself. I just worry how it connects to everything else.</p><p>

 I was very wrong about 003 being about Lenora Hills, though. The lack of Mike or the Byers in any of these teasers so far is pretty conspicuous. <br/></p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sollody/663061553068883968">sollody</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1041" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9ac3c2ed5ac5ada35683bedb6c06902b/1a32791a73cc52f0-3c/s640x960/8bb6133c59d386ddde0fc3e85b800f9daf758278.jpg" data-orig-height="1041" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>*_*</p></blockquote>
<p>I&rsquo;m sorry, Mr. Modine, but, unless you plan to surprise drop this thing, I&rsquo;m pretty sure I&rsquo;m gonna know when it will be here.</p>
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Title: TUDUM Predictions
Body: <p><a href="https://byler3is9jesus4.tumblr.com/post/662887520685703168/tudum-predictions" class="tumblr_blog">byler3is9jesus4</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/662885689356107776/tudum-predictions" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>Wow, work is really putting me through it so far this year. I really am sorry for being so quiet lately, but I just don’t have the time during the week to do anything meaningful, and on the weekends I end up trying to catch up on things I need to do.</p><p>Still, I wanted to briefly talk about TUDUM before it hits this weekend.</p><p>So, what do I think the Stranger Things community will get? In descending order of likelihood: </p><ul><li>A new look at season 4 is a given, possibly the 003 trailer.</li><li>Speaking of 003, I’m thinking it will be a look at Lenora Hills, possibly a promotional video by the Chamber of Commerce or something that includes a commercial for Surfer Boy Pizza.</li><li>A release window (i.e. “March 2022″ “Spring 2022″), if not the actual release date(s).</li><li>A closer look at some of the new characters.</li><li>A sneak peak at the soundtrack.</li><li>Episode titles.</li></ul><p>I dearly hope we’re not disappointed with something lackluster. They are mentioning Stranger Things heavily for this event.</p><p>Anyone else have different expectations?</p></blockquote>


<p>the commercial just made me realize the curse of putting Jonathan in a commercial and just thinking about that made me almost piss myself like AyO I’m laughing my ass off rn </p></blockquote>
<p>I’m picturing those local business TV commercials with really stiff acting because they use the actual employees. How hard is it for a good actor to pretend to be a bad one?</p>
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Body: <p>Wow, work is really putting me through it so far this year. I really am sorry for being so quiet lately, but I just don’t have the time during the week to do anything meaningful, and on the weekends I end up trying to catch up on things I need to do.</p><p>Still, I wanted to briefly talk about TUDUM before it hits this weekend.</p><p>So, what do I think the Stranger Things community will get? In descending order of likelihood: </p><ul><li>A new look at season 4 is a given, possibly the 003 trailer.</li><li>Speaking of 003, I’m thinking it will be a look at Lenora Hills, possibly a promotional video by the Chamber of Commerce or something that includes a commercial for Surfer Boy Pizza.</li><li>A release window (i.e. “March 2022″ “Spring 2022″), if not the actual release date(s).</li><li>A closer look at some of the new characters.</li><li>A sneak peak at the soundtrack.</li><li>Episode titles.</li></ul><p>I dearly hope we’re not disappointed with something lackluster. They are mentioning Stranger Things heavily for this event.</p><p>Anyone else have different expectations?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/662797913322291200">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>(<a href="https://0aurelion-sol0.tumblr.com/post/661432834909716480/if-byler-shippers-were-in-the-upside-down">If Byler Shippers were in The Upside Down.</a></b></p><p><a href="https://0aurelion-sol0.tumblr.com/post/662295250930483200/if-byler-shippers-met-will-byers"><b>If Byler Shippers met Will Byers.</b></a><b>)</b></p><h1><b>If Byler Shippers met Mike Wheeler:</b></h1><p><b><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MiejfdJZqKqQKMufs8K3CGA">@willthecleric</a> </b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1360" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/947f36cb71ca767beb85112f6da417be/bf46e33edbc0624c-12/s640x960/42b77310fe75e2ceb2390f0dfb3590ef5a39d23b.jpg" data-orig-height="1360" data-orig-width="1280"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><b><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="340" data-orig-width="450"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/421d4314e9ebaf5a82478720cd229757/bf46e33edbc0624c-72/s640x960/e5ec738900de529bf53234559119dcf5a6d006bc.gif" data-orig-height="340" data-orig-width="450"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ"><b>@kaypeace21</b></a><b> </b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="260" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/77b119d30d93770162962afcc1b23b6e/bf46e33edbc0624c-fe/s640x960/e6d51f7842b30a0d6498a998157f1a1089059f28.gif" data-orig-height="260" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><b><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> </b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="675" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d8b68a18261bb2b049c08824c2bb7f43/bf46e33edbc0624c-a3/s640x960/edd31eef392c34a12bca98d309158291510f7179.png" data-orig-height="675" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MMmCchwaOXT0XN4QVt2UL_w"><b>@mike-wheeler-is-gay</b></a></p><p><b><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Mml9vDzR5Z2WfHRSLG3rcsQ">@bisexual-mike-wheeler</a> </b></p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MKyxZQ9tCE3FbuAHdBXYbWw"><b>@straightmikewheeler</b></a><b> </b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="460" data-orig-width="1024"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e75ab91cc6b75fa9994d1a254f6919b8/bf46e33edbc0624c-b0/s640x960/49e44ba6b168a6374f05fb2c7b73597e0a672a83.jpg" data-orig-height="460" data-orig-width="1024"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MJG9usM51Cn6b2Y6NnkC1GA"><b>@bylerainbowheeler</b></a><b> </b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="500" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/183899c93f3cdd6b3ff7752e589e4293/bf46e33edbc0624c-46/s640x960/f40422a5aad5b103869694cb3ab57c3cad3db1c2.jpg" data-orig-height="500" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Mf07HAE55GB_gqen74pmkCg">@<b>mikewheelerisaconfusedlesbian</b></a><b> </b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="938" data-orig-width="830"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ac2ddcdf9ad51ff45184ed84b84f4192/bf46e33edbc0624c-5f/s640x960/a62cf96eff03543a4a4950c572edfce3d83d9f10.jpg" data-orig-height="938" data-orig-width="830"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><b><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Ma8hd5o-Wu-SeOYy0n7u9Qw">@strangerbug08</a> reacting to all of this:</b></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="368" data-orig-width="640" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qzp9hkSv761ytk61n.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qzp9hkSv761ytk61n.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":640,"height":368},"poster":[{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qzp9hkSv761ytk61n_frame1.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":640,"height":368}],"filmstrip":{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/previews/tumblr_qzp9hkSv761ytk61n_filmstrip.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":2000,"height":114}}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qzp9hkSv761ytk61n_frame1.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qzp9hkSv761ytk61n.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><p><b><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MjdlkDzSH5sUSr_4fwi61hw">@general-kj</a> </b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/aaeabef8ad6663e581b55fbab6b07923/bf46e33edbc0624c-8a/s640x960/cf3df6911b4aad44b5437968bf36aa48fb91c433.jpg" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MN2QPYDWU-hKHy2GzDApKCA"><b>@ghostgirlinsatin</b></a><b> </b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1600" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1f492786df75822d50c1d3b97993019c/bf46e33edbc0624c-6f/s640x960/cad2322edf6b5368b60d99504d3607526474414f.jpg" data-orig-height="1600" data-orig-width="480"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><h2><b>Mike reacting to all of this:</b></h2><figure data-orig-height="150" data-orig-width="268"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/69e8a53abcb285ef89e4f55ac3664277/bf46e33edbc0624c-22/s640x960/01d78bd43e763e1a1b5bc134dbcb18c568b2cbe7.gif" data-orig-height="150" data-orig-width="268"/></figure></blockquote>
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Slug: i-dont-know-what-instruments-give-off-a
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Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/662699826900795392
Reblog name: 0aurelion-sol0
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/662699826900795392">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>Fun little game:</b></p><h2><b>If Byler was an instrument, what would it be ?</b></h2></blockquote>
<p>I don&rsquo;t know. What instruments give off a beautiful, soft sound, but are somehow overlooked in favor of more traditional instruments?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sttheorycraft/662470349330448384">sttheorycraft</a>:</p><blockquote><p>S3E2:</p><p>Joyce: &ldquo;I&hellip; I don&rsquo;t see anything.&rdquo;</p><p>Scott Clarke: &ldquo;Nope! You can&rsquo;t see it, but it&rsquo;s there, I assure you.&rdquo;</p></blockquote>
<p>He was in full science teacher mode. He may have been a bit annoyed to be disturbed, but that&rsquo;s what he lives for.</p>
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<p>First off&hellip;accurate!</p><p>Secondly, I gotta ease up on joking about being old before people start thing I&rsquo;m <b>that</b> old.</p>
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Post id: 662255532014501888
Date: 2021-09-13 23:34:51 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/662255532014501888
Slug: whoa-you-cant-dangle-something-like-that-in
Reblog key: q1Qiboa0
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/662255436547899392
Reblog name: 0aurelion-sol0
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/662255436547899392">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>Since I still need some time left for some additions and be cautious about certain elements on my &ldquo;Winter is coming&rdquo; post (and I need a break because it&rsquo;s a super difficult topic and very hard themes to navigate.), I have been thinking about something&hellip;</b></p><p><b>Since last time we did a <a href="https://0aurelion-sol0.tumblr.com/post/661432834909716480/if-byler-shippers-were-in-the-upside-down">&ldquo;If Byler shippers were in the Upside Down ?&rdquo;.</a></b></p><p><b>Would you all like a &ldquo;If Byler shippers met Will Byers ?&rdquo;. 😈</b></p><p><b>(Also it&rsquo;ll read us a bit of the boring Byler hate flooding our tags.)</b></p></blockquote>
<p>Whoa, you can’t dangle something like that in front of us and NOT follow through. You have to do it now.</p>
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Slug: st-and-popsicles-most-iconic-annoyed-mike-quotes
Reblog key: vhtdXk8b
Reblog url: https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/662076228376936448/st-and-popsicles-most-iconic-annoyed-mike-quotes
Reblog name: willthecleric
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/662076228376936448/st-and-popsicles-most-iconic-annoyed-mike-quotes" class="tumblr_blog">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://st-and-popsicles.tumblr.com/post/662074436226252800/most-iconic-annoyed-mike-quotes-go" class="tumblr_blog">st-and-popsicles</a>:</p><blockquote><p>most iconic annoyed mike quotes, go!</p></blockquote>
<p>“I guess girlfriends don’t lie, they SPY” is one that comes to mind.<br/></p></blockquote>
<p>“I’m the only one acting normal here. I’m the only one who cares about Will!”<br/></p>
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Reblog name: kaypeace21
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/662070679110303744/i-just-find-it-funny-that-not-only-do-el-and-max" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I just find it funny that not only do El and max say there’s “more to life than <b>stupid boys”.</b> And we have Mike and nancy say “el’s <b>not stupid”</b> (when others criticize m*leven). el even says “what makes you <b>crazy</b>? ” during Mike’s romantic confession. (To oppose the s1 quote “<b>only LOVE makes</b> you that <b>crazy</b> and that damn <b>stupid</b>”). </p><p>BUT!!!! We also have  Will complain about Mike  “<b>swapping spit </b>with a<b> </b><b>stupid</b> <b>girl </b>(mike then says El isn’t stupid) . And we have Lucas <b>spit</b> in a bottle and gives it to max. And max<b> just looks at it and walks away. 🤣</b></p><figure data-orig-width="605" data-orig-height="359" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/48ecd84ad0925e00947730724a51a815/f3f5109288870e99-fd/s540x810/ee3ad903fe93a8139af0874391dbc1cea1266ffe.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="605" data-orig-height="359"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="1858" data-orig-height="1710" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0b4a1e3cda22bd993de29027435fa245/f3f5109288870e99-7e/s540x810/7afe32feef1f6a786135aa2f8460a7f6899d31ca.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1858" data-orig-height="1710"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="2048" data-orig-height="1752" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0642c404c0e350fba3bcce90ed718d58/f3f5109288870e99-49/s540x810/8d1102d754ba3a4679e1a52bd4e997f1728c4738.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2048" data-orig-height="1752"/></figure><h2>My girls max and el are<b> NOT &ldquo;stupid</b>” or “crazy ” in love with their bfs… that’s all I’m saying…</h2><figure data-orig-width="411" data-orig-height="787" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b45f9ef5213f2c5b2d2cbf8582dff798/f3f5109288870e99-74/s540x810/0469b9388e73dbd074c96fce38d899f2b50b4654.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="411" data-orig-height="787"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="443" data-orig-height="358" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9797cac21bfd68b9268b030294ed1a7d/f3f5109288870e99-f8/s540x810/1b555b88eab1e30968d8626f40d129cc9c0be9c0.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="443" data-orig-height="358"/></figure><p><strike>And we all know byler is ‘crazy’ and ‘stupid’, don’t need to elaborate.</strike><br/></p><p>I’m sorry,  it’s dumb, but  I just noticed the ‘spit’ parallel and laughed way too hard XD</p></blockquote>
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Title: 
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Reblog key: hXpezjly
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/660357475292397568
Reblog name: hawkinsschoolcounselor
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/660357475292397568/i-dont-usually-do-these-things-but-both" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I don’t usually do these things, but both <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mlMAD_RYt1ZhikOYqfrf6JQ">@tsugarubecker</a> and <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> tagged me, so here we go…</p><p>three ships:</p><p>Mike x Will (Stranger Things)</p><p>Hawk/Eli x Demetri (Cobra Kai)</p><p>Mobius x jet skis (Loki)</p><p>last song:</p><p>Holding Out For a Hero by Bonnie Tyler (on my 80s workout playlist). If it’s not from the 80s, I don’t want to listen to it.</p><p>last movie:</p><p>Ladybugs, a guilty pleasure of mine from the 90s. Rodney Dangerfield is a businessman who tries to secure a promotion by volunteering to coach his boss’ company soccer team. Since he knows nothing about soccer, he drags along his administrative assistant (Jackee Harry) to be assistant coach and convinces his fiance’s son (Jonathan Brandis) to come on as a ringer. Oh, did I mention it’s a girls’ soccer team? Shenanigans ensue.</p><p>currently reading:</p><p>Culturally Responsive Teaching &amp; The Brain (for work), but I’ve been slowly trying to work my way through the Complete Works of H.P. Lovecraft that I got a while back.</p><p>currently watching:</p><p>Literally The Simpsons, but I imagine this is asking what show I’m currently following, so Marvel’s What If…?</p><p>currently consuming:</p><p>I’m dieting, but I did indulge in some cherry Italian ice a little while ago.</p><p>currently craving:</p><p>Pasta bolognese. It’s something I’ve gotten rather good at making over the summer, but it’s going to be harder to find time to do it now that I’m back to work.</p><p><br/></p><p>I’m not going to tag anyone in this, but I suppose I can just passively tag any of my followers who wish to do it.</p></blockquote>
<p>Reblogging this because <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mys7Yrjwq8rloLGLdmqbFHA">@ps-lovewillbyers</a> just tagged me. </p>
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Body: <p>So, <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA">@0aurelion-sol0</a> managed to convince me to come up with episode titles for season 4. Admittedly, I didn’t put up much of a fight despite complaining that I’m not good at that sort of thing. </p><p>Here’s what I came up with:</p><ol><li>The Hellfire Club (I’ve got a really good feeling about this one!)</li><li>Welcome to Lenora Hills</li><li>Happy Birthday</li><li>The Haunted House</li><li>Family Reunion</li><li>The Rescue</li><li>Code Red: Hawkins</li><li>Home Sweet Home</li><li>Twelve</li></ol><p>There’s some room for flexibility in where these would be in the season considering we have no clue how things are going to go down. Still, I wanted to hit on the major known bits, such as it taking place during Will’s birthday, Lenora Hills being the new town, El seemingly being recaptured, the rundown house, the military showing up and the town arming up, and the Pizza Party driving to Hawkins, and the clock imagery. </p><p>I’d love to see what other people may have come up with.</p>
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Title: Yet even more wild speculation!
Body: <p>Random thought:<br/></p><p>Joyce runs off to find Hopper after getting information that he’s in Russia. She gets an unusual amount of help to ensure she easily is able to set out, but she is too distracted by the opportunity to save Hopper to think too much about that. A frustrated Jonathan is left behind to watch El and Will.</p><p>It turns out that the wrong people know where El is, and they needed to get Joyce out of the way, so they sent her off on what they’re sure is a suicide mission. Now they just need to stage an incident to give them cause to apprehend El. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sollody/661497382075285504">sollody</a>:</p><blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="720" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qyyu85YTxE1z9vhbm.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qyyu85YTxE1z9vhbm.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":720,"height":480},"poster":[{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qyyu85YTxE1z9vhbm_frame1.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":720,"height":480}],"filmstrip":{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/previews/tumblr_qyyu85YTxE1z9vhbm_filmstrip.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":2000,"height":133}}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qyyu85YTxE1z9vhbm_frame1.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qyyu85YTxE1z9vhbm.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure><p>You&rsquo;re right <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </p><h2>&ldquo;<span class="npf_color_ross">Nothing&rsquo;s Gonna Stop Us </span>Now&rdquo; </h2><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p><b>by <span class="npf_color_monica">Starship</span> </b></p></blockquote><p>is such a Byler song.</p><p><br/></p><p><strike>sorry about the weird quality and incompleteness and the weirdness of the edit itself - it&rsquo;s pretty old and stuff and the video programme broke last week so it can&rsquo;t ever be finished *add mood here*</strike></p></blockquote>
<p>Let &lsquo;em say we&rsquo;re crazy</p><p>I don&rsquo;t care about that</p><p>Put your hand in my hand</p><p>Baby, don&rsquo;t ever look back</p><p>Let the world around us</p><p>Just fall apart</p><p>Baby, we can make it</p><p>If we&rsquo;re heart to heart</p>
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Body: <p>I clicked onto a music mix YouTube recommended for me, and what were the first four songs?</p><p>Smalltown Boy - Bronski Beat</p><p>Nothing’s Gonna Stop Us Now - Starship</p><p>Heat of the Moment - Asia</p><p>I Want to Know What Love Is - Foreigner</p><p>I listen to a lot of 80s music, so it’s not just that I pull up these particular songs more than others. Is it just coincidence, or is it that every 80s song can be related to Mike and Will?</p>
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Reblog name: 0aurelion-sol0
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/661450755422797824">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><h2><b>Me when Lonnie Byers and Martin Brenner both shows up in season 4:</b></h2><figure data-orig-height="175" data-orig-width="245"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/08ac04bcae485585bf749120b893a147/3ad250fcc803b01f-4d/s640x960/8b29b327084233e57489d80c20e48c31a56d2f5e.gif" data-orig-height="175" data-orig-width="245"/></figure></blockquote>
<p>I don’t usually want people to die, even in fiction, but&hellip;</p>
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Slug: if-using-the-gate-got-me-to-work-faster-that
Reblog key: veyeKogx
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/661432834909716480
Reblog name: 0aurelion-sol0
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/661432834909716480">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><h1><b>If Byler shippers were in the Upside Down:</b></h1><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MiejfdJZqKqQKMufs8K3CGA"><b>@willthecleric</b></a><b> to the Demogorgon :</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="500" data-orig-width="672"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c93f241aa9784d6eb60e22beb0b1dda2/a60d4643c122f8c6-a5/s640x960/6bc3998222f6a5b888247b92dbf7b16b501d4e84.jpg" data-orig-height="500" data-orig-width="672"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><b><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> trying to explain her theories to Demodogs:</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="304" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/09e59230f21fbc90381f7569448b9268/a60d4643c122f8c6-be/s640x960/2bf67b93d9b62deb669e4d3ba7d4f157f3e05fef.gif" data-orig-height="304" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><b><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MjdlkDzSH5sUSr_4fwi61hw">@general-kj</a> :</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6e907638b0048f4f4fdb14870278ed08/a60d4643c122f8c6-27/s640x960/9ec7e70cb82accdffce105242ed678c8762f3902.jpg" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="640"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ"><b>@kaypeace21</b></a><b> to the Mind Flayer (and explaining the 14356 parallels in ST that she found Saturday Night at the same time):</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="337" data-orig-width="600"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0abe70e4a1914c7e421d8484cc86af24/a60d4643c122f8c6-ba/s640x960/d6530fe61720d56010d1c930f8cd83f306043f90.gif" data-orig-height="337" data-orig-width="600"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MrXazqn9Gk46HwVzqSqO-2g"><b>@byler3is9jesus4</b></a><b> :</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/60a3751d4659a4475390b0a918b4b928/a60d4643c122f8c6-f0/s640x960/857a05cbfd9bf30a765490d28df00a1ff385df22.gif" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MJG9usM51Cn6b2Y6NnkC1GA"><b>@mikeisagayname</b></a><b> :</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="500" data-orig-width="787"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cdb7556298ad8e968c049e55dff865b3/a60d4643c122f8c6-51/s640x960/e374f7a6a015043e65306338d99b56670d78519d.jpg" data-orig-height="500" data-orig-width="787"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><b><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MN2QPYDWU-hKHy2GzDApKCA">@ghostgirlinsatin</a> starts playing &ldquo;La valse d'Amélie&rdquo; while preaching Love in the Upside Down :</b></p><figure data-orig-height="180" data-orig-width="240"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a4d0b9fa43e8af2e5737ee538e2db43c/a60d4643c122f8c6-13/s640x960/7ca9f3ced65b35238174c33ef38388d615e185b6.gif" data-orig-height="180" data-orig-width="240"/></figure><p><br/></p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Mun9XPvMhT2b5C1PlDpqixg"><b>@awhstrangerthings</b></a><b> looking for Upside Down New Cokes :</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="362" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ecfc3b0a8fec33ba54467a181626b684/a60d4643c122f8c6-c6/s640x960/3b7ba2971ef36d45956e98b3f5b2023ab53536c9.gif" data-orig-height="362" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><b><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> passing through The Gate because he needs to go to work:</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="278" data-orig-width="498"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fff187f43b0eb00649e29fc4ab71e73c/a60d4643c122f8c6-be/s640x960/bdd6d2e974ac4c974ecb76e28625099218406e46.gif" data-orig-height="278" data-orig-width="498"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>If using the Gate got me to work faster, that would so be me. And, no, it&rsquo;s not easy being old. Enjoy youth while it lasts!</p>
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Date: 2021-09-04 15:09:28 GMT
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Slug: this-is-supposedly-a-shot-of-filming-at-the-roller
Reblog key: mhRLCyPs
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1152"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e578e1a75e6b2afa7535a3626037b0c4/57e8f13e5cd5343b-a5/s640x960/42fcb86abc958f0097f71126f340654308afe714.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1152"/></figure></div><p>This is supposedly a shot of filming at the roller rink. As you can see, the Surfer Boy Pizza van is there. I have a couple of ideas </p><p>1. The roller rink is a front for something else, and the Pizza Party goes there to investigate.</p><p>2. Jonathan/Argyle are delivering pizza to a skating party. This one would be odd since roller rinks tend to have their own food. </p><p>3. This is where something goes down, and the Pizza Party goes there to help. </p><p>4. It really is just a skating visit, and, for some reason, Jonathan needs to drive El, Will, and/or Mike there in the van.</p><p>Anyone else have any of thoughts?</p>
Tags: stranger things 4
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Reblog key: 9lat3m53
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>It was the first day of school today, and I’m absolutely exhausted. It was great to see so many kids who I haven’t seen in over a year, but, still, I’m beat. </p>
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Slug: i-still-want-a-confused-argyle-asking-jonathan
Reblog key: LioUQQb8
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/660901559999266816
Reblog name: kaypeace21
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/660901559999266816">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/660897597579526144/im-manifesting-this-if-we-dont-get-it-in-canon">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://ghostgirlinsatin.tumblr.com/post/660800036297392128/omg-they-fisherking-dinner-scene-its-going-to-be">ghostgirlinsatin</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://smalltown-byers-deactivated2022.tumblr.com/post/660799163629453312">smalltown-byers-deactivated2022</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://ghostgirlinsatin.tumblr.com/post/660798942096785408/omg-are-we-gonna-have-an-awkward-date-with">ghostgirlinsatin</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willow-lark.tumblr.com/post/660798731618254848/was-i-the-only-person-who-didnt-know-mike-has">willow-lark</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bobin-ruckley/660795233665220608">bobin-ruckley</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://paladin-n-cleric.tumblr.com/post/660775419544469504/thats-charlie-but-hopefully-well-get-byler-bts">paladin-n-cleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bobin-ruckley/660737874045681664">bobin-ruckley</a>:</p><blockquote><p>bdlskandskasks who was gonna tell me that we got new set pictures for byler </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="628" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8351087f1273f1b8036fc98d334d75aa/eab915b213c7414c-5b/s640x960/d6a7d0135df912af7d88ebfa3ef19a6f08a196da.png" data-orig-height="628" data-orig-width="720"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="626" data-orig-width="1010"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/113ec2a1196dae31254be2925b53a776/eab915b213c7414c-44/s640x960/cc714b9612375747414562fe26680f2f18f64e4e.jpg" data-orig-height="626" data-orig-width="1010"/></figure></div><figure data-orig-height="140" data-orig-width="250" data-tumblr-attribution="goldensunrises:8CO7rrR9Sa3vXKegZbWthA:Z8jVQwYw_G_Vme00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4d71909ad1353ddc9866f55662c9d395/eab915b213c7414c-07/s640x960/e1f85108ff62c8b217b846cdb29d163ef164da74.gif" data-orig-height="140" data-orig-width="250"/></figure></blockquote><p>that’s charlie but hopefully we’ll get byler bts soon </p></blockquote><p>o h. shit. i knew it was too good to be true</p></blockquote><p>was i the only person who didn’t know mike has long hair this season omg</p></blockquote><p>Omg- are we gonna have an Awkward Date™ with Jonathan and his new buddy staring at Byler? While Mike is making a fool of himself?</p></blockquote><p>jsjdhwkh I hope so! </p><p>I can just imagine argyle whispering into jonathons ear abt mike and Will and, mike just glaring at argyle cuz he’s super awkward and embarrassed— </p></blockquote><p>OMG They Fisherking dinner scene. It&rsquo;s going to be a remake of the FisherKing dinner scene. Please let it be a remake of the FisherKing dinner scene. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="375" data-orig-width="500" data-tumblr-attribution="drinkwaterandthensome:Gf12YcryrFBcNxBorx4xQQ:ZmKJ3W2l8Aqxj"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4bd24c974e0f5ac7b62ea70700c040fc/9b090e51add283d3-9d/s640x960/b8fe0d70a68d3c00bdc56c1b32eb679c0d3bb310.gif" data-orig-height="375" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div></blockquote><p>I’m manifesting this.</p><p>If we don’t get it in canon, can someone please make this into a fic. Pleeeeeease.</p></blockquote><p>Manifesting  XD</p></blockquote>
<p>I still want a confused Argyle asking Jonathan which of his siblings Mike is actually going out with.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://wildermouse.tumblr.com/post/170295039543/make-assumptions-about-me-on-anon-ill-reply" class="tumblr_blog">wildermouse</a>:</p>

<blockquote><h1>make assumptions about me on anon &amp; I’ll reply with “yes” or “no”</h1></blockquote>
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Body: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="775" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c97fdc4f854aef1e3215048775886e57/bafc4576baa29a4d-05/s640x960/aefc8b0a34dd5b67ced7be05dba3191e821fdca9.jpg" data-orig-height="775" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>This is how Jancy ends.</p><p>Source unknown. I took it from an uncredited post in a meme group.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://paladin-n-cleric.tumblr.com/post/660433898869784576/theorists-do-your-thing">paladin-n-cleric</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1416" data-orig-width="1242"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0acf0bfd5002836caa1c59888250d71a/e7680a3487bfa545-37/s640x960/d3f22f6533e244def31c92032387f9fef9601c4b.jpg" data-orig-height="1416" data-orig-width="1242"/></figure></div><p>theorists do your thing </p></blockquote>
<p>No time for a full study of this since I&rsquo;m at the gym, but I do have some quick thoughts:</p><p>That certainly does seem like the same van.</p><p>If those are cops, then they&rsquo;re detectives, which begs the question of what happened to bring them onto the scene.</p><p>What did El do that she&rsquo;d believably be held responsible for? If it involves her powers, it would be nearly impossible for them to trace it to her. If it doesn&rsquo;t involves powers, then how bad is it?</p><p>Are they really arresting El, or are they trying to keep her safely away from something? Maybe she wanted to run and help with whatever it was?</p><p>Would they really give away El getting arrested/detained in a teaser?</p><p>While this does seem to confirm it&rsquo;s a police van, other than that, we don&rsquo;t really know much.</p>
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Reblog key: hXpezjly
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>I don’t usually do these things, but both <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mlMAD_RYt1ZhikOYqfrf6JQ">@tsugarubecker</a> and <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> tagged me, so here we go&hellip;</p><p>three ships:</p><p>Mike x Will (Stranger Things)</p><p>Hawk/Eli x Demetri (Cobra Kai)</p><p>Mobius x jet skis (Loki)</p><p>last song:</p><p>Holding Out For a Hero by Bonnie Tyler (on my 80s workout playlist). If it’s not from the 80s, I don’t want to listen to it.</p><p>last movie:</p><p>Ladybugs, a guilty pleasure of mine from the 90s. Rodney Dangerfield is a businessman who tries to secure a promotion by volunteering to coach his boss’ company soccer team. Since he knows nothing about soccer, he drags along his administrative assistant (Jackee Harry) to be assistant coach and convinces his fiance’s son (Jonathan Brandis) to come on as a ringer. Oh, did I mention it’s a girls’ soccer team? Shenanigans ensue.</p><p>currently reading:</p><p>Culturally Responsive Teaching &amp; The Brain (for work), but I’ve been slowly trying to work my way through the Complete Works of H.P. Lovecraft that I got a while back.</p><p>currently watching:</p><p>Literally The Simpsons, but I imagine this is asking what show I’m currently following, so Marvel’s What If&hellip;?</p><p>currently consuming:</p><p>I’m dieting, but I did indulge in some cherry Italian ice a little while ago.</p><p>currently craving:</p><p>Pasta bolognese. It’s something I’ve gotten rather good at making over the summer, but it’s going to be harder to find time to do it now that I’m back to work.</p><p><br/></p><p>I’m not going to tag anyone in this, but I suppose I can just passively tag any of my followers who wish to do it.</p>
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Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/659961592957583361
Slug: just-a-friendly-reminder-that-season-4-filming-is
Reblog key: 6LTVuCgU
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>Just a friendly reminder that season 4 filming is expected to wrap this month.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 659710516022919168
Date: 2021-08-16 21:22:55 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/659710516022919168
Slug: yes-please-give-me-el-and-will-bonding-this-is
Reblog key: WoWkeYDO
Reblog url: https://paladin-n-cleric.tumblr.com/post/659709477348655104/mileven-roller-skate-this-byler-roller-skate
Reblog name: paladin-n-cleric
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://paladin-n-cleric.tumblr.com/post/659709477348655104/mileven-roller-skate-this-byler-roller-skate">paladin-n-cleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p>“mileven roller skate” this, “byler roller skate” that, but what if it’s el and will? </p><p>maybe joyce tells them to go for fun, maybe it’s a school event, maybe they choose to go bc they want a break, or maybe will is trying to get el to cheer up. they could have a cute sibling bonding moment there. </p><p>i could totally see them going there and will is teaching el how to skate <strike>even though he isn’t great at it either </strike>and they have tons of fun together and then a fight breaks out. most likely the bullies from school (angela and her group) also end up going there and they start teasing will and el again. </p></blockquote>
<p>Yes, please give me El and Will bonding. This is long overdue.</p><p>I was speculating that this scene, if it is even real, could very well happen before Mike gets there. I know my school did an annual skating event at a local rink, so it could even be something Joyce urges them to do to try to make some friends.</p>
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Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/659708406787162112
Slug: to-be-perfectly-honest-anyone-who-claims-that
Reblog key: XxZyJZ30
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/659707101521772544
Reblog name: kaypeace21
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/659707101521772544">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1026" data-orig-width="1956"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1796bae5c987b077b31b0332a008fe55/c1fdea0381b74219-e6/s640x960/68dca34bb01da085cf1c1124d88108a27c9cc264.jpg" data-orig-height="1026" data-orig-width="1956"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="967" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9c271b66a1fd329591d0a48192683f29/c1fdea0381b74219-e9/s640x960/b6a8ac567ae11097d3568ab1fb4388626a7091a9.jpg" data-orig-height="967" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>Ok then&hellip; lol this doesn&rsquo;t seem fishy at all in relation to my <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/638880864746520576/some-of-your-favorite-characters-are-wills-split"><b>DID theory</b></a> and how i said the mindflayer is probably a misunderstood persecutor alter.XD</p></blockquote>
<p>To be perfectly honest, anyone who claims that there wasn’t <b><i>at least</i></b> a comparison being made to DID is being ignorant and/or disingenuous. The similarities are there even if we don’t yet know what significance they hold.</p>
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Reblog key: 250t7VQi
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/659439783509114880
Reblog name: kaypeace21
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/659439783509114880">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>On a positive note</h2><p><b>I remember when I first entered the ST fandom ( a few years ago) there were not really any real &ldquo;theorists&rsquo;. No one ever went below the surface</b>. And it actually frustrated me how little people saw how much effort the Duffers put into their writing. So I was like- f**k it &hellip; guess I will if no one else will (sigh).  I remember at first I was scared (cause I had never been in a fandom before) or did any analyses. I was also afraid i&rsquo;d  be made fun of for looking too deep *which yeah did happen 😅.</p><p>But a lot of people really enjoyed what I did and It motivated me to go more in depth over time because of it- without fearing ridicule of looking too deep . And over time, this also really helped me improve in analysing not only st&hellip;but  media in general.</p><p>   For the show: I started going in way more depth about  foreshadowing,  character foils/parallels, dialogue similarities,symbolism, set pieces and props, music /clothing/name choices, book/movie/ game/ TV refs, etc. And as time went on: it just made me appreciate the show more and more . Cause the more I analyzed the more things I noticed that I didn&rsquo;t see upon initial viewing. Which i never would have noticed; if I didn&rsquo;t  have your guys&rsquo; support (to motivate me to do analyses in the first place). When I first started I never expected anyone to really&hellip; I guess enjoy my theories tbh. And I was kind of shocked at the growth I had on this blog. Ok &hellip; a bit terrified if being honest 😅</p><p><br/></p><p><b>What makes me really happy is now there&rsquo;s waaay more theorists (that look below the surface)  than before . Pretty much what i wanted in the first place.</b> And it makes me really happy - that people are starting to understand just how meticulous  the Duffers are with certain details.  I have no idea how much I influenced that &hellip;but regardless I&rsquo;m happy.</p><p> Even if I don&rsquo;t always agree with every take/theory. I enjoy people analysing the text of ST (at more than a simple surface level).  And seeing people realize the show isn&rsquo;t as shallow as it may appear , at first glance - makes me really happy.</p><p>So thanks ya&rsquo;ll for being there for me.  or just joining the st theorist gang . :)</p><p>Sorry, if that was too mushy&hellip; I&rsquo;m just in a good mood I guess. And just wanted ya&rsquo;ll to know I appreciate you guys 💛</p></blockquote>
<p>No lie, your blog inspired me to start my own. I know I sent you at least one anonymous Ask between seasons 2 and 3. I appreciate what you&rsquo;ve brought to the fandom.</p>
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Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/659414011259076608
Slug: sometimes-i-cant-help-but-wonder-how-characters
Reblog key: EeChq78e
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>Sometimes I can’t help but wonder how characters in Stranger Things will react to things that I know are coming. Usually it’s relatively minor things like “What will the boys think when the NES is released?”</p><p>Right now, though, I’m wondering about how Will, an established horror fan, would react to a certain movie that is released in November of 1985, shortly after his family moved away from Hawkins.</p><p>Nightmare on Elm Street 2: Freddy’s Revenge.</p><p>I’m not a horror fan, but I’ve read a lot about this one. It’s supposedly full of homoerotic subtext. The main character’s struggles with Freddy, who is trying to take control of him, is portrayed like a young man trying to keep gay desires buried. He has issues being intimate with his girlfriend, seems to enjoy being close to his best friend, and even has a scene where he goes to a gay bar. </p><p>I feel like even if they wouldn’t mention it in the show, this movie would have a big impact on someone like Will. I suppose the same could be said for Mike, but he doesn’t seem like he’s as into horror as Will is. Plus, the Hawk wasn’t known for getting new releases, and the theater in the mall is gone now.</p><p>Is there anyone out there who has seen this movie that would like to speak on this? It’s the sort of character study I’d love to do, but I’m just out of my element when it comes to horror movies.</p>
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Slug: steve-vs-what-dustin-will-inevitably-call-a
Reblog key: m5TkTjMm
Reblog url: https://plistommy.tumblr.com/post/659344551579992065/what-if-steve-fights-some-lake-monster-in-s4
Reblog name: plistommy
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://plistommy.tumblr.com/post/659344551579992065/what-if-steve-fights-some-lake-monster-in-s4">plistommy</a>:</p><blockquote><p>what if steve fights some lake monster in s4 because he has those bruises on his right arm and his waist AND also around his neck that look like he was getting choked….. and there’s the underwater scene…… sexy… give me struggling steve who’s getting choked….</p></blockquote>
<p>Steve vs. what Dustin will inevitably call a kraken?</p>
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Post id: 659064332424986624
Date: 2021-08-09 18:12:06 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/659064332424986624
Slug: some-more-wild-speculation
Reblog key: jAfyScKI
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: Some more wild speculation
Body: <p>So, bear with me here because I went down the rabbit hole with a shower thought I had, and I can’t help but feel it could make for a good Stranger Things moment. We know the clock theme has been heavy in the promo of season 4, and it seems to be more likely representing a countdown. I started to wonder if if the “countdown” ends at 12, and it will be used, in part, to introduce 012.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0586e54f7e3fdd6e0a270dda53eb24ee/778da244171378c7-50/s540x810/d9ca598b5adca4a079eb4e4cd92ef1f43315dc1c.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure><p>This would build off of the theory that 1) it’s Will in front of that car, and 2) it’s Lonnie’s car. I foresee this happening towards the end of the season, possibly as part of the ending (though I admit it’d be weird to include such a thing in a teaser).</p><p>Here’s a quick breakdown at what I can see being possible:</p><ul><li>Joyce is dead or MIA(hopefully the latter) after the events of season 4, and Lonnie gets custody of Will.</li><li>Lonnie decides to finally make Will a real man by taking him, against his will, to a doctor who will “get the queer out of him.”</li><li>Lonnie thinks it’s more or less gay conversion therapy, but maybe it turns out to actually be run by Brenner. </li><li>Will reaches his Despair Event Horizon, as he always held out hope that his dad actually loved him. He becomes furious that his dad would do something like this to him.</li><li>Will’s powers manifest explicitly for the first time, as he causes a lightning bolt to strike a tree. </li><li>Lonnie stops the car, as a tree branch falls in his path. Will gets out of the car and walks back down the road, fuming.</li><li>Lonnie gets ahold of himself and begins to drive back towards Will, but then sparks start to appear on the underside of the car, and the gas tank explode, flipping the car over.</li><li>The car bursts into flames, while Will looks on, a look of disbelief and remorse on his face.</li><li>The camera zooms closer to Will as he brings his left hand up to wipe some blood from his nose. His digital watch shorted out, causing it to blink 12:00).</li></ul><p>I’m honestly at a loss as to where it would go from there, but it came together too well to not share.</p>
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Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/658967736791220224
Slug: a-friend-of-mine-and-i-used-to-be-able-to-recite
Reblog key: 9i1WpwBj
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/videostorefridays/658963015780220928
Reblog name: videostorefridays
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/gold-4tandard/650391943100153856">gold-4tandard</a>:</p><blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/KjB6r-HDDI0" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/KjB6r-HDDI0?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure></blockquote>
<p>A friend of mine and I used to be able to recite this movie pretty much line for line. I can&rsquo;t wait to see how it fits into season 4 of Stranger Things.</p>
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Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/658822966881206272
Slug: 
Reblog key: Lq4HSIC7
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/658822532640686080
Reblog name: 0aurelion-sol0
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/658822532640686080">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bran-who-writes-theoretically/658788782087274496">bran-who-writes-theoretically</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1152" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f05b5d77610f4f8c348a84b3f4cb5b7e/21c71e3eafe40778-05/s640x960/acde3503254c979a1afb2e15e0fe9deef3c18c92.png" data-orig-height="1152" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1152" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/67667427bb668b04e6fe456a41e71dd8/21c71e3eafe40778-36/s640x960/ab33390bc61847bda7f6ab67821023dfaf917229.png" data-orig-height="1152" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>ALL I AM SAYING IS-</p></blockquote><p>Good catch! Maybe there&rsquo;s also or will be parallels to the 2013 remake!</p></blockquote>
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Slug: i-read-that-it-was-some-old-building-at-the-studio
Reblog key: 6Un96B7S
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/658800433958191104
Reblog name: kaypeace21
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/658800433958191104">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://paladin-n-cleric.tumblr.com/post/658705603614703616/i-have-no-idea-whats-happening-but-i-was-at">paladin-n-cleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/awhst-alt/658609809572167680">awhst-alt</a>:</p><blockquote><p>yo wtf</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1088" data-orig-width="586"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c24a0b014547e5f81c3819239f6769a6/c507fb8e273072bf-b8/s640x960/2ec5659456790213225390cd767ada5110be651c.png" data-orig-height="1088" data-orig-width="586"/></figure></div></blockquote><p>i have no idea what’s happening but i was at netflix’s studio just a couple of hours ago and there’s nothing going on. </p></blockquote><p>Probably a staged fire?  For a certain character who may or may not have fire powers?</p></blockquote>
<p>I read that it was some old building at the studio that was set to be torn down anyway. It shouldn&rsquo;t have any bearing on the show, and nobody was hurt.</p>
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Slug: the-more-i-look-at-this-shot-the-less-i-think
Reblog key: P5chY7yr
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0586e54f7e3fdd6e0a270dda53eb24ee/cacde037194dcec8-c0/s540x810/8783f2a4d732b2b8651a366761131b211cde2a2b.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure><p>The more I look at this shot, the less I think it’s Joyce’s car. Here’s a clear photo of her car for comparison:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="583" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/80e0192e982ecca55c6f6d54ea21f47e/cacde037194dcec8-05/s540x810/1728b9ed156e87638ea77c8e85c1799ecdf4dc22.jpg" data-orig-height="583" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure><p>We can tell which way the car is facing due to the headlights. What I’m focusing on is the rear of the car. The Pinto had a distinctive slope from the top of the car to the rear. If we look at the shot from the teaser, though, it slopes down, then levels off (suggesting it may have a trunk), before reaching the rear. </p><p>Unless this is some weird trick of the light, I think my earlier guessing is wrong. </p><p>When I think of where we’ve seen a road flanked by trees, though?</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="850" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6d472d0546ef51f1c7191a85f62f32a8/cacde037194dcec8-7c/s540x810/33d2862ab37de5e6dfd80868dab23c226c4d1e2a.jpg" data-orig-height="850" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure>
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Slug: hopper-is-looking-reminiscent-of-a-season-1-will
Reblog key: IjwvoPmd
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ed1ba56818a6747fa1c847c55b749f28/cb9daf1796191de5-f1/s540x810/1449d0bc4e0f3983aff7e2dc97daae8a63ee7583.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure><p>Hopper is looking reminiscent of a season 1 Will in that coat (credit to @0aurelion-sol0 for the observation). </p><p>Also, he’s armed with a Flamethrower. Could he be hunting a demogorgon? Fireball! I can’t imagine @kaypeace21 could read into this at all. Nope, no way, nothing of interest to her here.</p><p>With the dilapidated condition of the room he’s in, I wonder if this scene is an Upside Down shot minus the special effects.</p>
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Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/658778301483106304
Slug: thinking-about-this-shot
Reblog key: MiERDLwq
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: Thinking about this shot.
Body: <p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d590924dc75e89383876dc3b29b6f75c/f16550ece2652b1a-7a/s540x810/fd790c194c8fe2262a107248d697a8a6b8200c3e.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure></p><ul><li>There is a van with the rear door open behind them. I’m thinking El was in that van, so this isn’t her being captured. </li><li>If she had her powers back, there’s no way those guys would be able to restrain her so easily. It seems to literally just be that one guy with a single hand on her arm, so I don’t think they’re overly concerned about her getting away.</li><li>Again, the focus of all three of them is on something behind the camera. El seems to have almost a look of helpless shock on her face, and even the guy on the right seems disturbed.</li><li>I think they may have brought El somewhere to show her something. Another Gate? A dead body? Burning building? Are other men doing something to induce her cooperation? Is someone being hurt/killed in front of her? Does she think she lost someone again?</li><li>Irrelevant, but I think she’s looks a bit like Joyce here. Is she imitating her new mother now? <br/></li></ul>
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Reblog name: lilithisamess
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://lilithisamess.tumblr.com/post/658774890699276288/well-we-finally-got-something-its-not-much-but" class="tumblr_blog">lilithisamess</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/658774592649871360/well-we-finally-got-something-its-not-much-but" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>

<blockquote><figure class="tmblr-embed tmblr-full" data-provider="youtube" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200" data-url="https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DgM5OVZtq8xM%26ab_channel%3DStrangerThings"><iframe width="540" height="303" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/gM5OVZtq8xM?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen=""></iframe></figure><p>Well, we finally got something. It’s not much, but it’s something.</p><p>My observations/takeaways:</p><ul><li>About 11 seconds of new information after the series recap at the beginning. Clever.</li><li>The clock seems to indicate a countdown of some sort.</li><li>No Will, Mike, Jonathan, or Joyce. I suppose it makes sense since this probably uses shots from before most of the NM filming.</li><li>El is being restrained by those men, but all three seem to be focusing on something behind the camera. Did she do something? Do they think she did something? It doesn’t look like that guy needs to try very hard to hold onto her. He’s hard to read, while the guy on the right looks concerned. El looks upset, but not at them.</li><li>Hopper means fucking business.</li><li>Steve has an underwater scene where he’s apparently searching around. This may explain a need for an emergency change of clothes into Eddie’s vest.</li><li>Erica is basically an honorary nerd as she bikes around with Lucas, Max, and Dustin.</li><li>I can’t really tell who that is in front of the burning car or what car it is. I see a hint of a ponytail. Joyce? I know <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> has mentioned that the movie list hinted at her car burning.</li><li>Hellfire Club D&amp;D session. Is that the same shot we saw a while back on social media? (Mike is probably in that shot, but it doesn’t count).</li><li>Nancy and crew exploring a creepy house (probably the Claremont House scene). That does not have the look of a climactic scene, as some people seemed to think it would be.</li></ul><p>Did anyone notice anything I missed?</p></blockquote>


<p>yes! the clock did seem to be more indicating a countdown than anything else, what with the narration and all. IM FUCKING ELATED. </p><p>no time travel bullshit please 🤚</p></blockquote>


<p>I never really thought it&rsquo;d be time travel in the sense we usually think of it. I did think it could mean something like flashbacks or a &ldquo;dream world&rdquo; where people can re-live memories, though.</p><p>I wonder if season 4 will periodically focus on clocks that tick ever closer to 12:00 as the season moves on.</p>
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Body: <figure class="tmblr-embed tmblr-full" data-provider="youtube" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200" data-url="https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DgM5OVZtq8xM%26ab_channel%3DStrangerThings"><iframe width="540" height="303" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/gM5OVZtq8xM?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen=""></iframe></figure><p>Well, we finally got something. It’s not much, but it’s something.</p><p>My observations/takeaways:</p><ul><li>About 11 seconds of new information after the series recap at the beginning. Clever.</li><li>The clock seems to indicate a countdown of some sort.</li><li>No Will, Mike, Jonathan, or Joyce. I suppose it makes sense since this probably uses shots from before most of the NM filming.</li><li>El is being restrained by those men, but all three seem to be focusing on something behind the camera. Did she do something? Do they think she did something? It doesn’t look like that guy needs to try very hard to hold onto her. He’s hard to read, while the guy on the right looks concerned. El looks upset, but not at them.</li><li>Hopper means fucking business.</li><li>Steve has an underwater scene where he’s apparently searching around. This may explain a need for an emergency change of clothes into Eddie’s vest.</li><li>Erica is basically an honorary nerd as she bikes around with Lucas, Max, and Dustin.</li><li>I can’t really tell who that is in front of the burning car or what car it is. I see a hint of a ponytail. Joyce? I know <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> has mentioned that the movie list hinted at her car burning.</li><li>Hellfire Club D&amp;D session. Is that the same shot we saw a while back on social media? (Mike is probably in that shot, but it doesn’t count).</li><li>Nancy and crew exploring a creepy house (probably the Claremont House scene). That does not have the look of a climactic scene, as some people seemed to think it would be.</li></ul><p>Did anyone notice anything I missed?</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/658533312399294465/many-thoughts-xd-either-you-get-it-or-you-dont" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Many thoughts XD…</h2><figure data-orig-width="638" data-orig-height="695" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ae594e345262f40ef2fb01da19870f31/0c38bde4b86a7b0e-cb/s540x810/5bb685bfdd8556b3da90547b96bbbb6e089c82ef.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="638" data-orig-height="695"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="1608" data-orig-height="1257" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a9b9e4c93a70866b153b1d18437b5154/0c38bde4b86a7b0e-66/s540x810/a745e1d4063fb01dbda93ebc73f45b7aa1b40a8a.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="1608" data-orig-height="1257"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="1048" data-orig-height="310" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b91a97d9a71b11b68c02883330e6c005/0c38bde4b86a7b0e-24/s540x810/80927b3500bc74a154d3c6c7621578fc46bcf9aa.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="1048" data-orig-height="310"/></figure><p>Either you get it or you don’t </p><p>Nancy says she ‘<b>doesn’t remember’</b> what she said to steve about their relationship. Steve says “ so what… <b>everything you said is bullsh*t?</b><strike> (like st*ncy/m*liven is called)</strike> . Nancy agrees . This is foreshadowing for s3- Mike says he ‘<b>doesn’t remembe</b>r’ saying he loved  El (aka cause the words were bullsh*t). And both convos end in the wheelers not being able to say they love Steve/El back after originally being able to claim they ‘loved’ them in different scenes.steve/el throw the “love” phrase back at them (and they are just silent as both steve/el walk away).  Both are also able to say they loved steve/el-  to other people, but not to either of their faces in these scenes (cause the ‘love you’ wasn’t sincere.</p></blockquote>
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Reblog url: 
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Body: <p>If my posts seem like they’re coming in bursts lately, there’s a reason for it.</p><ol><li>I’m getting ready for a new school year, including coming up (or trying to, at least) with a K-5 monthly classroom School Counseling curriculum. (Since School Counselors should be for all students, not just the “troubled” ones.)</li><li>I’m playing Legend of Zelda: Skyward Sword HD.</li><li>I’m at the time of the year where every week one of my friends seems to have a birthday party. (It can be exhausting for an introvert such as myself.)</li><li>I’m having some issues with the family, which make me want to drink.</li></ol><p>I know you guys aren’t demanding an explanation, but I like to be forthright with what’s going on. </p>
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Reblog key: UEpLEnDL
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sollody/657966702630420480
Reblog name: sollody
Title: Vecna in Stranger Things 4?!
Body: <p><a href="https://sollody.tumblr.com/post/657966702630420480/vecna-in-stranger-things-4" class="tumblr_blog">sollody</a>:</p><blockquote><p>So apparently, there is this brand new video - posted by Christopher Oquendo - which suggests the Creel House to be Vecna’s Lair. (I’m not sure whether this is news to the fandom as I haven’t heard of this one until just now.)</p>
<p><a href="https://youtu.be/rKLKBP4U7Ko">https://youtu.be/rKLKBP4U7Ko</a></p>
<p>Anyway, if this happens to be true and Vecna really is a/the new enemy - it is time for people to bring up some great new analyes and theories. <br/></p>
<p><i>First of all: I’m not a professional analyst because I usually struggle to make my point in a way other people will understand (I do have some theories but there’s way too much chaos going on in my head – but whatever. :D) and I am certain that - IF there is something to analyse - people like <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>, <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> @hawkinsschoolcounselor <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mfgz2mEBTQqMxa99migqAFA">@hawkinsunsolved</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mjvIsn_7rCcy4YiDhqnQSTg">@sttheorycraft</a> and other bloggers are way more qualified than I am.</i></p>
<p>I still want to share my - rather messy - thoughts and hope they somehow do make sense.</p> <p><a href="https://sollody.tumblr.com/post/657966702630420480/vecna-in-stranger-things-4" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
<p>So this is that new “leak” then, I take it? I give it credit for at least focusing on the plot and not relationships.</p><p>I’m not going to delve deep into this, as I do not really have any reason to think it’s any more true than any other leak we’ve gotten. What I will say is that, as interesting as parts of it are, I’d be disappointed if it’s true.</p><p>We already have the demogorgons and the Mindflayers, not to mention more human villains like Dr. Brenner or the Russians. The idea that the “real big bad” is going to be introduced next season seems contrived to me. Granted, something like this could still potentially fit into my own, admittedly biased, theories about what will happen, but it seems too much like a cheap “let’s up the ante” decision. I think it’s more interesting if the force behind the Upside Down was something other than a genuine monster that needs to be destroyed.</p><p>If it’s true, then does that mean the Mindflayer is a mere lackey to this Vecna entity? It reminds me too much of Final Fantasy IV. You spend most of the game going after this evil mind-controlling sorcerer named Golbez, only to find out near the end of the game that <i>he </i>was actually being mind-controlled by the <i>real </i>villain, Zemus/Zeromus, who was never even hinted at previously. I was too young to care at the time, but today that sort of thing just frustrates me and comes off as bad writing.</p><p>I dunno, I don’t see the Duffers as bad writers, and I don’t even have any faith that this is true. In the off chance it is, though, perhaps the Duffers could make it work. Still, as far as I’m concerned, this is just another fake leak made by someone who wants attention and has a lot of spare time.</p>
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Reblog url: 
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Body: <p>Considering I&rsquo;ve already said I don&rsquo;t buy into the so-called &ldquo;leaks,&rdquo; why would someone send one to me in an Ask?</p><p>I will comment on photos/videos since there&rsquo;s at least something tangible there, but please don&rsquo;t send me unsubstantiated rumors. We&rsquo;ve been seeing these for over a year now, and I don&rsquo;t see why this one is anymore believable than the others.</p>
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Reblog name: 
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Body: <figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="599" data-orig-width="729"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/07c75034b4cfaa2bf4a8d231abde87dd/1c67710afe5ebb6c-8d/s540x810/213ea2818e9fa5dde7f8446f7d2f1a77a7de9f94.png" data-orig-height="599" data-orig-width="729"/></figure><p>The Onion just nailed heteronormativity.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/657269938805997568">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/657267269500649472">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>The <a href="https://open.spotify.com/episode/7d8NCf9NHTNAN4NjxlhWKW?si=Ov0U_0sXQfu_D-lmuPDCNA&amp;utm_source=copy-link&amp;dl_branch=1">3rd episode</a> of Rebel Robin is online! 🎉</p></blockquote><p>I&rsquo;m an episode behind!</p><p>THAT&rsquo;S AWESOME. I HAVE TWO EPISODES TO LISTEN TO NOW.</p><p>Thank you <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> for informing me that the episode released today is <a href="https://open.spotify.com/episode/1EgJynVhUbQB7e9Pdda2qu?si=bd3nZPVPS16sHFChsSaXwQ&amp;utm_source=copy-link&amp;dl_branch=1">episode 4.</a> ✨</p></blockquote>
<div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="165" data-orig-width="400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/81f365452df4e2ae4f0d1fc86e566076/473c69ae6917f37d-40/s640x960/2d526d24123fc72eb8235cacb09ebd92ee5078e3.gif" data-orig-height="165" data-orig-width="400"/></figure></div>
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Body: <p>How dare Rebel Robin: Surviving Hawkins make me identify with both Robin and Mr. Hauser at the same time! I was not prepared for the feels in episode 4.</p><p><a href="https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/rebel-robin-surviving-hawkins-a-stranger-things-podcast/id1571208591">https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/rebel-robin-surviving-hawkins-a-stranger-things-podcast/id1571208591</a></p><p>So, I&rsquo;m curious, would anyone who didn&rsquo;t read Rebel Robin pick up on Mr. Hauser being gay from listening this podcast? For that matter, would anyone who didn&rsquo;t watch Stranger Things pick up on Robin being gay? </p>
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Body: <p>So, seriously, let’s think about the possibilities of filming at the airport.</p><p>1) Mike is coming to visit, and Jonathan, Will, El, and Argyle meet him at the airport. Why Argyle would be there is a mystery. What happened to Jonathan’s car that leaves the pizza van as their main mode of transport?</p><p>2) Joyce is leaving to go find Hopper. This conflicts with unconfirmed reports that the above people were supposedly at the airport. It’s possible there’s multiple scenes there, though. They’re going to have to show us how Joyce gets to Hopper somehow. A flight to Alaska would be a reasonable start. From there, maybe Murray or Owens has connections to get them into the Kamchatka region.</p><p>3) Joyce returns with Hopper, and maybe Murray. Getting Hopper into the country without a passport would be difficult by plane, though. I’d half expect them to show up in Hawkins via portal.</p><p>4) The Pizza Party gang go to the airport to try and get to Hawkins quickly, only to realize there’s no way they could afford to fly there. This is what results in them driving the pizza van back to Hawkins. Again, though, what happened to Jonathan’s car? </p><p>5) They’re trying to see Mike off as he goes home, but something is wrong with the flight/his tickets, so they have to drive him home. Argyle refuses to let them use the van unless he goes along. Shenanigans ensue.</p><p>The drive from the Byers home to Hawkins will take at least two days. Assuming they live somewhere in the Santa Barbara area, it’s a trip of roughly 2200 miles. At an average speed of 60mph, it would be over 36 hours of driving, not accounting for stops. It would make sense that they might try the airport first if they’re trying to get back to Hawkins in a hurry.</p><p>Feel free to reply/reblog with your thoughts or other scenarios that could lead to an airport scene.</p>
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Body: <p>Stranger Things is filming at Albuquerque Airport.</p><p>Fan Accounts: Mike is visiting Eleven?!?111</p><p><br/></p><p>Will:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="266" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d37463f7a541a2e2bae7b365e263b41a/f75d905971f9ab83-61/s640x960/1ef50856f0e6f29cc89661cc6f8fe839c49e2db4.png" data-orig-height="266" data-orig-width="640"/></figure></div>
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Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/656905199591555072/okay-apparently-their-filming-at-the-albuquerque" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://itsonlystrange.tumblr.com/post/656904119104290816">itsonlystrange</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://you-said-yes.tumblr.com/post/656830657834696704">you-said-yes</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://hnleleven.tumblr.com/post/656824873584361472">hnleleven</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Okay, apparently their filming at the Albuquerque Airport.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1186" data-orig-width="1625"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/88c05d55dbed94b89916f0ac264e870c/36753d630e151a4c-0c/s640x960/fb23536219eebfa34fc47476bfca14394bb637a8.jpg" data-orig-height="1186" data-orig-width="1625"/></figure><p>I’d assume it would be Mike arriving on the plane meaning that his trip to the Byers was most likely organized prior, as he’d have to book plane tickets far in advance compared to taking a Greyhound bus or train. Opposed to him impulsively leaving to visit the Byers due to a danger arising in Hawkins or something distressing prompting his trip.</p></blockquote><p>🕯he impulsively bought plane tix and we still get smalltown boy 🕯 he impulsively bought plane tix and we still get smalltown boy 🕯he impul-</p></blockquote><p>Could also be Joyce going to Russia since we still don’t know how she gets there. Anyways as someone who has impulsively bought a plane ticket 4 hours before the flight took off, I’m not losing hope bc the duffers have the best most angstiest opportunity right now. Don’t throw it away for a planned trip, when running away for whatever reason is so much more flavorful pls duffers </p></blockquote>
<p>I remember in the rebel robin novel- Robin was “running away” from her problems (her sexuality crisis) by wanting to go abroad.</p><p>In the rebel robin podcast she said she was going to buy a plane ticket and call her parents before she gets on the plane(so they can’t stop her-but won’t be worried). so …maybe… Mike does something similar?</p><p>personally, I don’t mind whether it’s planned or not. Makes sense it would be planned to visit Will for his b-day that coincides with Mike’s spring break. So he’ll be interacting mostly with the byers/el.</p><p>reminds me of the argyle (jonathan’s bff) audition tape. Where argyles’ friend says his gf just stopped contacting him and never showed up on the plane-unlike her brother.</p></blockquote>


<p>I know we&rsquo;re all in love with the whole &ldquo;Mike runs away to see Will for his birthday&rdquo; thing, but let&rsquo;s be honest here. It would take him a long time to get there by bus. If he left Friday after school, he probably wouldn&rsquo;t make it in time for Will&rsquo;s birthday since I think it&rsquo;s the next day. </p><p>If he somehow ran off by taking a plane, which would probably mean he stole his dad&rsquo;s credit card. I mean, it&rsquo;s not impossible, but it&rsquo;s highly unlikely.</p><p>Odds are that Mike planned this in advance, and they&rsquo;re going to meet him at the airport to bring him home. I just wonder how long he&rsquo;s there before they all need to head back via pizza van.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/656896386965684224">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Haha someone just asked me why they say Will is a wizard and cleric.</p><p><br/></p><p>And oh boy&hellip; is that a long explanation that requires A LOT of d&amp;d knowledge to get . So yes I&rsquo;m working on a long ass analysis for your ask stranger on the internet 😅</p></blockquote>
<p>Ha, well, short answer, I guess, is that Mike is the one who sees Will as a cleric. He still plays a wizard (or Magic User, as it was called then).</p><p>I imagine you will have a nice long answer, though, that goes into the “why” of the matter.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/11-hoppper/656608152720211968">11-hoppper</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i’ve seen people say things like “dustin would figure out mike is gay if he just thought about it” and YES i wholeheartedly agree. however,,, i think he already knows. but obviously sexuality is hard and confusing and dustin knows that when mike is ready, he should be able to tell him on his own terms, without pressure. so yes dustin knows. but he understands and respects that he should let mike find out on his own !!</p></blockquote>
<p>Eh, I&rsquo;d have to respectfully disagree here. Dustin is probably the most observant in the Party, but what he does with his information is still influenced by his upbringing. For a kid like him in the 80s, gay people are just one of those things &ldquo;other people&rdquo; have to deal with. He wouldn&rsquo;t even consider any of his friends would be gay, even if it did make sense. This is the guy who thought Robin would be perfect for Steve. He&rsquo;s just as much a victim of the heteronormativity of the time.</p><p>Now, if he were to change his worldview on the issue, by, say, finding out someone he already knows is gay&hellip;</p><p>Yeah, at that point, I&rsquo;d say he&rsquo;d be the first to figure it out.</p>
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Slug: millie-bobby-browns-parents-r-going-to-the-deepest
Reblog key: EO1pjzpC
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/656607521836089344
Reblog name: kaypeace21
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Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/656607521836089344/millie-bobby-browns-parents-r-going-to-the-deepest" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://pureheroines.tumblr.com/post/656562348243517440">pureheroines</a>:</p><blockquote><p>millie bobby browns parents r going to the deepest pits of hell</p></blockquote>
<p>I just learned today about it.God I’m sick. These parents are enablers and didn’t even try to protect her. </p><p>*trigger warning: csa*</p><p>I remember years ago when Millie was saying Joe (from the show You) wasn’t creepy but loved the girl (he was st*lking) . And I was very worried that if  she couldn’t notice very obvious warning signs of bad men in film- she wouldn’t see warning signs from problematic real men lurking in Hollywood. Or worse it was already normalized to her as ‘romantic’-at that point. Then the questionable Drake stuff and now it’s confirmed the parents did this…  the parents are disgusting for enabling that Echo guy. And not protecting their little girl!!!!! The parents let this ADULT-man live with them for 8 months-while dating their 16 y old . WTF?!!!!!!! Before this, he as a 20 y old was dating/gr**ming  her at 15!!!!!</p><p>None of this is ok!</p><p>Now, this man is bragging about gr**ming her, v*ctim blamming, and insulting her character-hope that s.o.b is  arrested-ugh but the laws in uk are sketchy with this type of stuff so he may get away with it. </p><p>This is just so upsetting.</p></blockquote>


<p>I&rsquo;m not going to pretend that I&rsquo;m an expert on her personal life, but, if this is indeed true, it would explain a lot. I&rsquo;d hate to see her end up like a lot of other child stars who were abused and/or manipulated by those who were supposed to take care of them.</p>
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Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/656604871965933568
Slug: update-thanks-to-witchleia-for-sending-me-the
Reblog key: HEiCddDZ
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/656249644886736896
Reblog name: hawkinsschoolcounselor
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/656249644886736896">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>It looks like we might have a new number for Surfer Boy Pizza. This photo was taken this week in New Mexico.</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="515" data-orig-width="740"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/addd99c1bd4e3accb8b3dec71dd104dc/1c854788bf9234aa-89/s640x960/424fe67f349184ed2f7369f8396a5eb57b6ec5f6.png" data-orig-height="515" data-orig-width="740"/></figure></div><p>It&rsquo;s hard to make out the beginning, but it ends with PIZZA, or 7-4992.</p><p>For reference, here is the previous number from when the body doubles were in the van in Atlanta:</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="547" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/616b614dda7359674c5eb9a058e9a78c/1c854788bf9234aa-28/s640x960/9745a92839b967de49c90bd30d6ce490d4418ce5.jpg" data-orig-height="547" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div><p>As you can see, there is some similarity.</p><p>It&rsquo;s possible the area code is still 805. Can anyone make the rest out, or has anyone seen a better photo?</p></blockquote>
<p>Update, thanks to @witchleia​ for sending me the photo.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1707" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4d79afb72968137f79e942f748efc0a0/0424445cd51e75de-75/s640x960/a870a5f2255351fee29c5db976e81b83908597c1.jpg" data-orig-height="1707" data-orig-width="1280"/></figure></div><p>It looks like the Surfer Boy phone number is (for now, anyway) 805-457-4992.</p><p>It makes sense for 74992 to be in both numbers, as it spells PIZZA, but I wonder why they changed it. If it’s because obsessed fans would call the number, then why have a real number in the first place?</p><p>Maybe they’re just having fun with us. The area code is still 805, and that’s the part I’m most interested in.</p>
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Slug: maybe-these-sorts-of-questions-are-exactly-the
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Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/alreadycrazystuff/656517404984328192
Reblog name: alreadycrazystuff
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/alreadycrazystuff/656517404984328192">alreadycrazystuff</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Don&rsquo;t you hate it when ST goes: &ldquo;three months later&rdquo;, like wtf? What happened in those three months? What changed for Will and Mike to exchange those stares? What made Mike keep his eyes open when El told him she loved him and kiss him? Why wasn&rsquo;t he happy with that? Why was the closet open? What did Jonathan think when he looked at Will crying in the car? </p><p>A lot can happen in three months. </p></blockquote>
<p>Maybe these sorts of questions are exactly the reason they do it in the first place.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/656519586190163968/specifically-about-film-making-love-how-so-many" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p>

<blockquote><h1>I really like this meta quote from the ‘rebel robin’ ST book</h1><h2>specifically about film making…</h2><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="734" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2c15493a6c460be5833d1444bbb3bff6/86292e4de7ea99b8-c3/s2048x3072/e4df4c2b9a780f28247d25dfc4d1e35e825907d1.jpg" data-orig-height="734" data-orig-width="1080" data-media-key="2c15493a6c460be5833d1444bbb3bff6:86292e4de7ea99b8-c3" alt="image"/></figure><p>Love how so many people made fun of us for analyzing all this stuff in ST . But a st novel says all that stuff is important to the ‘language’ of film</p><p>And no I’m not even talking about just ships. But the many many layers within the show.</p><p>I just thought this quote was really neat. So wanted to share. :)</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/656465650582257664">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><h1><span class="npf_color_joey"><b>Wi</b></span><b><span class="npf_color_rachel">11 </span><span class="npf_color_chandler">( The Wise )</span></b></h1><h2><span class="npf_color_rachel">&ldquo;The Fa</span><span class="npf_color_chandler">mi</span><span class="npf_color_joey">liars&rdquo;</span></h2><h1>_____________________</h1><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><p><b><i><span class="npf_color_joey">I </span>walked. <span class="npf_color_rachel">I</span> could do nothing but walk. </i></b></p><p><b><i>And then, I saw <span class="npf_color_joey">m</span><span class="npf_color_rachel">e</span> walking in front of <span class="npf_color_joey">my</span><span class="npf_color_rachel">self</span>. </i></b></p><p><b><i>But it wasn&rsquo;t really <span class="npf_color_rachel">m</span><span class="npf_color_joey">e</span>. </i></b></p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/KBhwwpd5lH0" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/KBhwwpd5lH0?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><p><b><i>Watch out. </i></b></p><p><b><i>The gap in the door&hellip; it&rsquo;s a separate reality. </i></b></p><p><i><b>The only <span class="npf_color_joey">me</span> is <span class="npf_color_rachel">me</span>. Are <span class="npf_color_joey">y</span><span class="npf_color_rachel">ou</span> sure the only <span class="npf_color_rachel">you</span> is <span class="npf_color_joey">you</span>? </b></i></p><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><h2><br/></h2><h2>_____________________________</h2><p><a href="https://href.li/?https://youtu.be/EPyVdfESyI4"><i><b>- Said by The Paper Bag in &ldquo;Silent Hills: Playable. Teaser&rdquo;.</b></i></a></p><p><i><b>(</b><a href="https://href.li/?https://youtu.be/dKhzet8n50M"><b>With <b>&ldquo;</b></b><b>Joi&rdquo; by Hans Zimmer and Benjamin Wallfisch from &ldquo;Blade Runner 2049<b><i>&rdquo;.</i></b></b><b><i></i></b></a></i><a href="https://href.li/?https://youtu.be/dKhzet8n50M"><b><i> 800% Slower version. </i></b></a><b><i>)</i></b></p></blockquote>
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Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bypowers/656366965246558208">bypowers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>shakes head </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="221" data-orig-width="450"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9b7884ef5b1733fdc4dde25c11b75c77/f2225bb51904cf43-6f/s640x960/c2e93e588498096d5c15bd2d69089572093956f1.gif" data-orig-height="221" data-orig-width="450"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>I realize it&rsquo;s probably just the edit, but he almost looks more bothered than confused by it. I don&rsquo;t think I ever noticed the little head shake before. It&rsquo;s like he got a thought or feeling he flat out didn&rsquo;t like.</p>
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Reblog key: HEiCddDZ
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>It looks like we might have a new number for Surfer Boy Pizza. This photo was taken this week in New Mexico.</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="515" data-orig-width="740"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/addd99c1bd4e3accb8b3dec71dd104dc/1c854788bf9234aa-89/s640x960/424fe67f349184ed2f7369f8396a5eb57b6ec5f6.png" data-orig-height="515" data-orig-width="740"/></figure></div><p>It&rsquo;s hard to make out the beginning, but it ends with PIZZA, or 7-4992.</p><p>For reference, here is the previous number from when the body doubles were in the van in Atlanta:</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="547" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/616b614dda7359674c5eb9a058e9a78c/1c854788bf9234aa-28/s640x960/9745a92839b967de49c90bd30d6ce490d4418ce5.jpg" data-orig-height="547" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div><p>As you can see, there is some similarity.</p><p>It&rsquo;s possible the area code is still 805. Can anyone make the rest out, or has anyone seen a better photo?</p>
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Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://awhst-alt.tumblr.com/post/656161516825001984/every-day-i-think-about-how-the-mleven-kiss-at" class="tumblr_blog">awhst-alt</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>every day i think about how the m!leven kiss at the end of s2 was not in the script and millie asked for it. </p><p>another win for the bylers lmfao</p></blockquote>


<p>I wouldn&rsquo;t say this makes me feel better. She&rsquo;s one of the highest, if not the highest, paid actors on the show. If she&rsquo;s that important to the show, then I don&rsquo;t like the idea of her pressuring for script changes. Who knows what else she might push for.</p>
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Slug: rebel-robin-surviving-hawkins-episode-2
Reblog key: 0ykc7VmE
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: Rebel Robin: Surviving Hawkins episode 2
Body: <p>Episode 2, Frankenstein, is out!<br/></p><p>Listen to the podcast here: <a href="https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/2-frankenstein/id1571208591?i=1000527957465">https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/2-frankenstein/id1571208591?i=1000527957465</a></p><p>A summary and my thoughts after the break!</p><!-- more --><p>This week, Robin goes to speak to Mr. Hauser during a free period, and they discuss the book Frankenstein. Robin wants to know why Mary Shelly isn’t taught in school. Mr. Hauser’s explanation that it isn’t on the curriculum isn’t satisfactory for Robin, who says that, as the teacher, he should be able to set the curriculum. Mr. Hauser responds that it isn’t up to him since he has to work within the system (the system being the Indiana Board of Education).</p><p>Robin’s take on Frankenstein impresses Mr. Hauser, though he’s not terribly surprised, given how intelligent he’s already noticed her to be. She expresses how the monster in the story was Dr. Frankenstein himself, not his creation, for feeling he could play god, toying with sentient life, but not caring for it. She feels that the real monster in the story, though, was the fear everyone felt when laying eyes on the monster. The fact that the creature was different led to it being an outcast, and it shouldn’t be surprising that it acted the way it did.<br/></p><p>This feeds into a continuation of the existing theme of feeling trapped and powerless. Robin doesn’t really know who she is, and she doesn’t even know how she can figure it out while trapped in Hawkins. Robin desperately wants to make noise and rebel, but she feels too afraid to. She and Mr. Hauser talk, all the while Mr. Hauser continues to avoid any prying into his own life. He tries to allay Robin’s fears, while also urging her to be careful. After likening Robin’s argument to a Spielberg film, he takes care to note that while life isn’t full of rising scores and rousing speeches, Robin should feel able to give her own rousing speech at the right time. <br/></p><p>
There’s more talk of Operation: Croissant, Robin’s plan to tour Europe 
in the summer. Mr. Hauser probes for information, asking if she’s 
figured out who to take with her. This leads to conversation about how 
Robin doesn’t have any friends, just people from band she sits with. Robin gets defensive, thinking that Mr. Hauser is insinuating that she’s romantically interested in Dash. She repeats her disinterest in dating that she mentioned in the novel, voicing her frustration that 15 year olds are expected to date. <br/></p><p>Mr.
 Hauser offers to help talk to her parents about her plan if she can 
come up with a list of potential travel partners.

They talk more about Barb. It turns out Barb and Robin drifted apart after Barb joined a club with Nancy. Robin says that it wasn’t anything mean, and that Barb probably didn’t intend for it to happen. It’s clear that Robin feels more alone after losing Barb, as she thought they would always be dreaming of a better place than Hawkins together. <br/></p><p>Their conversation is cut short by the arrival of Nancy, who wants to talk to Mr. Hauser about getting an extension on her assignments. She’s suffering badly at the loss of Barb, and the other events of season 1. She comments on her boyfriend, who might not actually be her boyfriend anymore, and the stress at home because Will is Mike’s best friend. Mr. Hauser clearly cares about all of his students, and asks Nancy to work with him to come up with a schedule for the rest of the school year. <br/></p><p>Robin is listening in outside the room, but is interrupted by Steve, who is looking for Nancy. They have a rude exchange before Steve walks off. Robin comments on how there’s “monsters everywhere.”<br/></p><p><br/></p><p>So, after this episode it seems that 1) Robin is just as smart and perceptive as she came across in season 3 and 2) she’s incredibly frustrated by the “monster,” as she sees it, that forces people to conform. There’s an overall message, which I’ve also noticed in the series proper, that being happy might require being different. Mr. Hauser talks to Robin about finding what makes her happy as a sort of armor against the system. She’s despondent at the thought of always needing armor, and he suggests that she might someday find a place and people where she’s safe enough to not need it.</p><p>Robin’s sense of fear regarding the futility of fighting the system is palpable. She has no idea of <i><b>how </b></i>she can even figure out who she is in a place where being different is shunned. It’s an good look at the inner turmoil one can face when she doesn’t understand herself. It’s no wonder that she didn’t realize she was gay until someone found something she wrote about Tammy. She feels unable to explore that side of her, or any side that is different, because she has to work within a system that demands being a “productive member of society.” <br/></p><p>Robin’s opposition to dating strikes home similarly to Will’s “I’m not gonna fall in love.” I know that lately a lot of people have been angry with people using Robin as a comparison point for other characters, but, if you read this far, then you probably know I’m not minimizing her at all. What we have here are two characters who are against the idea of dating because the assumption is that they need to pair off with the opposite sex. Robin herself simply assumes her feelings for Tammy are platonic because she has no point of comparison, and this may be how Will feels, as well. It’s compulsory heterosexuality simply due to there being no real alternative. If I’m right, then Mike fell into the trap that Robin and Will have been actively avoiding. Robin and Mike really need to talk.</p><p>I can’t wait to see where this podcast series takes us. I’m really enjoying this as a form of supplementary storytelling. It’s sort of a nice halfway between novel and TV show. It lacks the visual imagery and set design that the show would bring, but it gives emotion and nuance that can be lost through text.</p><p>Feel free to reply or reblog with your own thoughts!<br/></p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spookywitchnerd24.tumblr.com/post/655834962760810496/hawkinsschoolcounselor-another-meme">spookywitchnerd24</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1899a3a7d3c574037bef33bf6e474f56/4241d165c1bbc79c-61/s640x960/e433c4c4a6ab6dc5aa7f6bac49cb8949df746b87.jpg" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> another meme 🤣</p></blockquote>
<p>Joyce finds out they all went back there with Mike during all this:</p><p>“This is why we fucking left!”</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://it-getting-stranger.tumblr.com/post/655820727082172416/i-cant-get-over-mike-dressing-like-his-parents-in" class="tumblr_blog">it-getting-stranger</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/655804898172108800/i-cant-get-over-mike-dressing-like-his-parents-in" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>
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<p>I miss his sweaters</p></blockquote>


<p>You might have to keep missing them. I suspect we may see a Mike who is experimenting with his self image. I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if he takes some inspiration from Eddie.</p><p>Late March probably isn&rsquo;t the best time for sweaters, anyway, especially in California.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sttheorycraft/655816501444624384">sttheorycraft</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Vickie and the Mind Flayer</h1><p>In the Netflix Geeked reveal of new Stranger Things characters, they kept using this special effect throughout the Duffers interview, like a yellow desaturation at seemingly random times. If you watch carefully, those &ldquo;random&rdquo; times actually seem to all involve Vickie (and possibly Hopper - maybe there&rsquo;s some tie between the two). </p><p>At the time I was speculating that Vickie could </p><ol><li>be a grown-up Sarah (I think Sarah is alive, more on that in a future post), and </li><li>could have powers. </li></ol><p>But I was just rewatching Season 3 Episode 2 and noticed they use the same effect with Billy after he&rsquo;s been possessed with the Mind Flayer. </p><p>So, assuming that effect wasn&rsquo;t used carelessly, maybe Vickie could be the next host?</p></blockquote>
<p>Oh, now this is an interesting idea.</p><p>I did notice an oddity in Vickie’s casting call, assuming <a href="https://www.whats-on-netflix.com/news/stranger-things-casting-plenty-of-new-roles-for-season-4/">this report</a> is accurate.</p><p>While new younger high schoolers (Jake and Angela) call for 15 year old actors, the older high schoolers (Chrissy, Eddie, and Jason) are given an 18-25 range. Vickie’s, though, called for someone 18 exactly (though Amybeth McNulty is 19). This has me thinking they wanted someone who could pass for younger, but was perhaps old enough for more mature scenes (some legal or ethical issue, perhaps).</p><p>Couple that with the whole “catches the eye of one of our beloved heroes” thing, and I think there’s potential for some misdirection here. </p><p>You might be on to something.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/655815611137638400">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><h2><b>I love how the beginning and the ending of the episodes in season 3 mirrors each other.</b></h2><h2>_____________________________</h2><h2>3x01: &ldquo;Suzie, Do You Copy?&rdquo;</h2><p><i>Starts with The Russians trying to open a gate to the Upside Down in an underground Russian base but ultimately failling which results in the killing of scientists and Grigori killing an unnamed Russian scientist.</i></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1164" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fc2ad1a8b7feed39a84566efb4e084f4/209fd3bbfa6b7463-80/s640x960/ca7a55d26948d9f0b343cfc3b0e923b1eb3b4801.jpg" data-orig-height="1164" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p><i>Ends with Billy taken by force by the Mindflayer, a creature from the Upside Down into the underground of an abandoned steelwork. Billy who paralleled The Russians such as dangerous or abusive behavior, smoking, looks similar between him and Grigori. Billy who gets flayed which is a metaphorical death in some ways.</i></p><p><br/></p><h2>3x02: &ldquo;The Mall Rats&rdquo;</h2><p><i>Starts with Billy meeting the MF in the Upside Down who gives him his plan.</i></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1935"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1d18e3b71b342b5d3788274bd4b772e1/209fd3bbfa6b7463-52/s640x960/61e6a02b33e03327fcf17382887ef6ac510a2d55.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1935"/></figure></div><p><i>Ends with Billy who starts the plan of the Mindflayer and gives Heather to the MF.</i></p><h2><br/></h2><h2>3x03: &ldquo;The Case of the Missing Lifeguard&rdquo;</h2><p><i>Starts with El and Max together spying on Billy (and finding him giving Heather to the MF) and the others such as the boys who are talking about them.</i></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2040" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c042b46370cb3198243de3eef9adbbb7/209fd3bbfa6b7463-6e/s640x960/51fec6e6d0fec4f0a802b14eb295edbefa45ff76.jpg" data-orig-height="2040" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p><i>Ends with El and Max investigating and looking for Billy at Heather&rsquo;s house who are looking to flay their parents while Mike and Lucas are looking for Will who senses the MF.</i></p><h2><br/></h2><h2>3x04: &ldquo;The Sauna Test&rdquo;</h2><p><i>Closeup of El&rsquo;s face who is thinking about Billy and Heather.</i></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1362" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/66563fe40af26079bff33054eb511889/209fd3bbfa6b7463-82/s640x960/d52fdca902b611afc0e302c73378570ea87838b5.jpg" data-orig-height="1362" data-orig-width="1280"/></figure></div><p><i>Closeup of El&rsquo;s face while Billy and Heather are talking about her.</i></p><p><br/></p><h2>3x05: &ldquo;The Flayed&rdquo;</h2><p><i>Starts with Scoops Troops screaming in an elevator leading to a secret Russian base, under a mall where the bad guys are.</i></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1649" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4aafb2b14a1e8247ebd27e966ef0cce5/209fd3bbfa6b7463-b7/s640x960/4b48ede145fe578d3529603c7f67684bb351a0a5.jpg" data-orig-height="1649" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>Ends with Nancy facing the Spider Monster screaming at her in the corridor of an hospital.</p><h2><br/></h2><h2>3x06: &ldquo;E Pluribus Unum&rdquo;</h2><p><i>Starts with Scoops Troops finding the Gate in an underground Russian base but gets caught by the Russians.</i></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="650" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2474590ad2eedc06f3fc8548c8851475/209fd3bbfa6b7463-ed/s640x960/adf0154fd49a9b9eef105557e4a8ef162d4ba807.jpg" data-orig-height="650" data-orig-width="640"/></figure></div><p> Our heroes&rsquo;s location is location is discovered by the MF who comes out of the underground of Brimborn Steelwork.</p><p><i>(Note that 3x05 and 3x06 starts and ends the same way: starts with Scoops Troops and ends with the Spider Monster.)</i></p><p><br/></p><h2>3x07: &ldquo;The Bite&rdquo;</h2><p><i>Starts with children <b>screaming </b></i><i>at the FunFair.</i></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1915" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/084eeab114bdcdfed1a6754bdf8a1d14/209fd3bbfa6b7463-40/s640x960/8df696b3ef91e7d2c7bbf6d4840b7739ef0306b7.jpg" data-orig-height="1915" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p><i>Ends with El <b>screaming</b> in the Mall.</i></p><h2><br/></h2><h2>3x08: &ldquo;The Battle of Starcourt&rdquo;</h2><p><i>Starts with Joyce driving to Hawkins to save her family.</i></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="746" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/22372f88a15255931af12e0846b12d16/209fd3bbfa6b7463-cd/s640x960/4fb13d7e46765b99afe7e124927f1614e250a501.jpg" data-orig-height="746" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><p><i>Ends with Joyce leaving Hawkins with her family.</i></p><p><br/></p><h2><b><i>Bonus:</i></b></h2><p><b><i>Beginning of Season 3</i></b></p><p>Russians fascinated with the Upside Down and wanting to use it but many scientists getting killed.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1235" data-orig-width="1422"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2ee8c9e29484fb59b0be638803a4448c/209fd3bbfa6b7463-42/s640x960/62f526296ef43dcea8321732000051679c0e7adf.jpg" data-orig-height="1235" data-orig-width="1422"/></figure></div><p>Ends with a Russian man afraid of the Demogorgon who kills him and Russians having and using a creature from the Upside Down.</p><p><b><i>End of Season 3</i></b></p></blockquote>
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Title: I can’t get over Mike dressing like his parents in season 3
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/nayalovesbyler2/655788883207946240">nayalovesbyler2</a>:</p><blockquote><h2><a href="https://href.li/?https://youtu.be/zpOULjyy-n8"><b>“can’t fight this feeling anymore” </b></a><b>lyrics that prove it’s a byler song from mike’s pov</b></h2><ul><li><b><i>“i can’t fight this feeling any longer and yet i’m still afraid to let it flow”</i></b> = Mike knowing he loves Will but being too afraid to admit/accept his feelings because of his internalized homophobia </li><li><i><b>“what started out as friendship has grown stronger” </b></i>= do i even need to explain ?! they’ve been best friends since kindergarten but now their feelings for each other have changed</li><li><b><i>“i only wish i had the strength to let it show” </i></b>= again, we see that he thinks he’s “weak” for not being able to handle and express his feelings in a healthy way without hurting anyone</li><li><b><i>“cause i feel so secure when we’re together”</i></b> = now, this could have two meanings: 1) from Will’s pov: Mike being his protector, making him feel secure and 2) i read somewhere that clerics are healers. now, Will dressed up as a <i>wizard</i> in season 3 but Mike called him a <i>cleric</i> in season 2. my guess is that this is how Mike sees him in his life: as a healer, a comfort person (im not sure tho!)</li><li><b><i>“you give my life direction, you make everything so clear”</i></b> = as i said before, he sees Will as a person that is always there for him and the person that <i>has</i> to be there. he feels lost without him, he can’t handle losing him (he made that clear in season 1 anyways so it’s not just a theory)</li><li><b><i>“and even as i wander, im keeping you in sight”</i></b> = i feel like im wrong about this one but it immediately reminded me of their relationship in season 3: maybe Mike ignoring him but still loving and caring about Will? he was never “out of the picture” for him. ps: english isn’t my first language, so when i looked up the word “wander”, the definition was “walk in an <i>aimless</i> way”. i think we all know where this is going</li><li><i><b>“and i’m getting closer that i ever thought i might”</b></i> = this has two meanings for me: 1) he’s getting closer to confessing his feelings and 2) he’s “getting closer” physically (eg. the movie theatre scene)</li><li><i><b>“it’s time to bring this ship into the shore” </b></i>= maybe a way of telling us that our favourite ship is finally happening?! </li><li><i><b>“and if i have to crawl upon the floor, come crashing through your door”</b></i> = season 2 + 3 reference: Mike knocking aggressively on Will’s door to make sure he’s okay. this one is way too obvious </li><li><i><b>“and it always seems that i’m following you, girl”</b></i> = maybe Mike constantly following Will around + initiating every romantic moment? </li><li><i><b>“cause you take me to place that alone i’d never find”</b></i> = Will “helping” Mike figure out his sexuality? im not sure about this one</li></ul><p>ps: i’m not very good at analysing songs/scenes etc so i hope this makes sense!</p></blockquote>
<p>&ldquo;cause I feel so secure when we&rsquo;re together&rdquo;</p><p>Mike feels safe enough to just be himself around Will. His masks drop, and he becomes more honest and vulnerable, especially if they&rsquo;re alone.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/655728596378370048">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>I&rsquo;m still working on my gnomes.</b></p><p><b>But I just had a thought that just blew my mind. Of course I&rsquo;m not saying it&rsquo;s going to be that way.</b></p><p><b>But remember when I reblogged <a href="https://0aurelion-sol0.tumblr.com/post/654596839951253504/yes-but-over-the-swingset-a-huge-storm-is">this post</a><b> made by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MO8QP3BWTPnEmUuHlqW-QDQ">@you-said-yes</a> </b></b><b>and made an hypothesis on what if the swingset where Mike and Will met was in Will&rsquo;s teaser. </b></p><p><b>Well what if after it cuts to black and we hear:</b><b> &ldquo;Will&hellip; Wake up&hellip;&rdquo; </b></p><p>_________________________________________</p><p><b>We have another shot of Will touching his neck and THAN turning agressively and shooting lightnings out his arm with his eyes white and electricity coming out of it and THAN it cuts to black.</b></p><figure data-orig-height="178" data-orig-width="268"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c33bbcc2012db5f9e0d4706a6c1f8f64/fd4aad99a3f11b29-f2/s640x960/090d28e85501e503386d384cea2f363c3a44a290.gif" data-orig-height="178" data-orig-width="268"/></figure><p>_________________________________________</p><p><b>Biiiiiiiitchhhhh&hellip; It&rsquo;s probably a fever dream and a fantasy of mine but if something like were to happen&hellip; (It could probably work with fire too.)</b></p><p><b>I would lose my absolute fucking shit.</b></p></blockquote>
<p>That&rsquo;d be amazingly awesome, but I doubt they&rsquo;d give away something like that in a teaser.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/655701523314180096">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><h2><b>Theory on the next teasers, trailers, promos for season 4.</b></h2><h2><b>&ldquo;The 5th year anniversary of Stranger Things.&rdquo; July 15th.</b></h2><h2>_____________________________</h2><p><b>So with the 5th anniversary of the show coming soon, I think we should start getting ready for the possibility of having something new for us about Season 4.</b></p><p><b>It&rsquo;s been almost two months now since the last teaser which was centered around Eleven and the return of the ominous Dr. Brenner, and during Geeked Week, we were revealed 4 new characters.</b></p><p><b>It&rsquo;s also a special one this time since it&rsquo;s the 5th year anniversary of the show. It establishes the longetivity of the show and how he has been able to keep going because of his fans and creators. It&rsquo;s half a decade so that&rsquo;s kind of big thing.</b></p><p><b>Now we could go into all the symbolisms and traditions that this type of anniversaries offers but you need know that when it&rsquo;s the 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th and so on, there&rsquo;s always a special gift during those events. Now this could be anything but given the nature of the marketing, it would not be irrational to think we might get something.</b></p><p><b>(There&rsquo;s also a tradition which consists in crafting a gift out of wood. Woods which have been an important setting in Stranger Things.)</b></p><p><b>But now I would like to remind you that we had two teasers which were centered around Eleven and Hopper with each having only three numbers in their description slash three other numbers which are 004.</b></p><p><b>001 for Hopper.</b></p><p><b>002 for Eleven.</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1307" data-orig-width="1393"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6c1643433b92feaea8be64b84cbaeb28/b6b971c141aa277e-10/s640x960/54af4fe1d09b40bf661fb9024c9a3247c46864cf.jpg" data-orig-height="1307" data-orig-width="1393"/></figure></div><p><b>One does not need a lot to guess that we are going to have two more teasers: 003 and 004.</b></p><p><b>Now who might they be, I originally thought it was going to be Mike and Will.</b></p><p><b>But on Twitter, a few days after they posted the Hopper teaser, they posted a series of images all with the number 4. It included Hopper, Eleven, Will and Joyce.</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="775" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2cb6e259c9ac19fc4526438769125e72/b6b971c141aa277e-fa/s640x960/e728def5725692c1f66bb6d3388d9d5af13bd4e2.jpg" data-orig-height="775" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="611" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/480d61665e5cfe3e80632451724a2890/b6b971c141aa277e-8d/s640x960/2eaba82c1f2133ca3b31f9b0aaec5fcdc267380f.jpg" data-orig-height="611" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p><b>At first I was skeptical. Joyce while an important character throughout the first three seasons, I didn&rsquo;t see her character getting the shine the same way she had during the other seasons. Not to say she wouldn&rsquo;t have been important, but I thought she would serve more her sons and Eleven&rsquo;s storyline. And if she did get a storyline, I thought it would make more sense that she would leave at the end of the season where that said storyline kicks off if it turns out that she goes out to retrieve Hopper but even that felt weird me even if I found an explanations which could go into that direction.</b></p><p><b>Some theories says that Joyce might unfortunately meet her demise which would make sense that a main character like her which would die in Season 4 would get an important part for her last moments on the show, if it happens of course.</b></p><p><b>I also thought Mike was going to be the one with Will because first, after what happened at the end of Season 3, or at least that we suspect, he&rsquo;s kind of a major player. And second, given what we heard, read and saw from season 4, he&rsquo;s linked through some ways with everything that is happening in Hawkins. The Hellfire Club, Nancy at Pennhurst and even the Byers storyline.</b></p><p><b>But it turns out or would make sense that we have that 003 and 004 are Joyce and Will.</b></p><p><b>Will and El have always been paralleled throughout the show but never interacted. It would make sense that it would finally be time to unveil what has been going on with the two of them.</b></p><p><b>Joyce and Hopper, are in a show where parenthood is an important thing, the main parental figures. Both have also been paralleled in the show as well, through their loss and the way they lived their relationships and families.</b></p><p><b>I do have my own idea now on what Joyce&rsquo;s storyline maybe or at least elements of it which would explain why she is where she is, if she is there because leaks and set photos could also be used by the production to mess with the fandom.</b></p><p><b>This creates a nice theme and parallel between these four characters.</b></p><p><b>Hopper = Father</b></p><p><b>Eleven = Daughter</b></p><p><b>Will = Son</b></p><p><b>Joyce = Mother</b></p><p><b>It&rsquo;s a family. There&rsquo;s also a nice parallel between El and Hopper.</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1067" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b713338d01c7f2ef11778eef9095d928/b6b971c141aa277e-f8/s640x960/058215126f82bb5865a05aeedb9fb37bc6f10874.jpg" data-orig-height="1067" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p><b>Given that Will and El parallels each other a lot, Will&rsquo;s teaser would have some parallels with her in some ways.</b></p><p><b>Same maybe for Joyce and Hopper. If he&rsquo;s in Russia and in a cold region, Joyce could be (if we can trust the set leaks) in California, a warmer region.</b></p><p><b>There is also the theme of parenthood and fatherhood throughout the first two teasers. Hopper, the father figure of Eleven is alive and is experiencing the same things his daughter experienced after season 1. There&rsquo;s also the interviews of David Harbour saying that Hopper is gonna have a rebirth like Gandalf and that we are gonna explore more of who he is and his past (hinted with Season  2 and the boxes under his house.). There&rsquo;s also the Demogorgon at the end who has been called the &ldquo;Deep Father&rdquo;. This Demogorgon was shown to be in the abyss of a Russian Prison. This brings backs Hopper&rsquo;s speech about being stuck in a cave (with his pain, traumas and feelings.). Maybe hinting at the fact that the Demogorgon is more than just a mindless animal.</b></p><p><b>We still don&rsquo;t know why it chased Will when Will wasn&rsquo;t even hurt and why Will was saying &ldquo;please&rdquo; before getting kidnapped.</b></p><p><b>Same goes for El, whether this scene is a flashback or something in the present time, it&rsquo;s the return of Brenner, the abusive father figure of El. The teaser is making a good effort at making us remember the &ldquo;Papa&rdquo; said by the kids. If Brenner is still alive, which has been hinted far too much, how did he survive the Demogorgon who jumped on him ?</b></p><p><b>It&rsquo;s interesting to note that the teasers end with the face of our main character and the sound of an antagonistic force which are related to fatherhood or parenthood.</b></p><p><b>It would be logical to continue that pattern with Will and Joyce. </b></p><p><b>Lonnie&rsquo;s actor has been spotted on set. Could we see or hear him in the teaser for Will ? Since every teaser or at least what&rsquo;s been hinted by the crew to be related to the exploration of past events, could we explore the past of both Will and Joyce as well ?</b></p><p><b>After all the Duffers Brother said this: <i>&ldquo;Meanwhile, back in the States, a new horror is beginning to surface, something long buried, something that connects everything&hellip; &rdquo; </i></b></p><p><b>So it&rsquo;s possible we might learn what caused the Upside Down this season.</b></p><p><b>And I wouldn&rsquo;t rule out we might get one of the two teasers left to show on July 15th. That of course depends on if they have filmed enough with the two of them.</b></p><p><b>Maybe this teaser, in a similar fashion of the Starcourt teaser for Season 3, could explore the new town or place the Byers moved to ? In some 80&rsquo;s ad type of style.</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="301" data-orig-width="600"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/adb216100def0fe5305719add9f72a9c/b6b971c141aa277e-d4/s640x960/9efeb67cb54bbfebcc84a4ccfc34bb690b892b23.gif" data-orig-height="301" data-orig-width="600"/></figure></div><p><b>Maybe they could also show what has been happening in Hawkins, how the town is doing and what is happening there after the events of Season 3, but instead of the glorious Starcourt 80&rsquo;s ad, we could see something more grim and realistic. </b></p><p><b>This could be both tommorow, July 4th, two years anniversary of Season 3 and on July 15th.</b></p><h2>_____________________________</h2><h2>Also another possibility&hellip;</h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="885" data-orig-width="1451"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9c66caa97c727612df8f46aa1cd4a8ef/b6b971c141aa277e-47/s640x960/7f783ccc309131e2ef07f21b9ecae3d30722c388.jpg" data-orig-height="885" data-orig-width="1451"/></figure></div><h2>The episode titles.</h2><p><b>If the rumours of Stranger Things releasing in Spring of 2022 are true (some actors have confirmed it, some haven&rsquo;t.). Than it would follow a pattern of the episode titles of a new season being revealed a year before it&rsquo;s release as shown above.</b></p><p><b>We still don&rsquo;t know how many episodes there are going to be exactly and it has been said by Maya that with the pandemic, the Duffers have been able to finish the script in time before the filming restarts again. Which was only one week if I remember correctly.</b></p><p><b>Now be careful to avoid things being too revealing the Duffers have given fake episode titles before that still gave some hints, they could do the same here.</b></p><h2>_____________________________</h2><p><b>I also personally think that Will could be the last teaser which is 004. If he is as important to the story as we might have guessed than it would make sense that he would be the last teaser before the full trailers drop, he would be the more recent teaser on people&rsquo;s mind and it would follow with him having a more important spotlight for the season. And I have an idea when that teaser might be released&hellip;</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b370e8cfa4501b00d2ba75f28a2722c6/b6b971c141aa277e-68/s640x960/d691a15cb24895f869fa3e3901833d037d9e63bb.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="640"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="572"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/37251f4355ae3a2fb77bdb3340bf1fd5/b6b971c141aa277e-a9/s640x960/4512f23c2749b620456e27c8631ab06cfc2e5233.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="572"/></figure></div><p><b>Stranger Things Day. November 6th.</b></p><p><b>He is always at the center of this event or they always are able to sneak him in there.</b></p><p><b>If the production continues in New Mexico where they could be filming scenes for the Byers. It would make sense that they would have enough scenes to drop the Will teaser and last of the four teasers during Stranger Things Day.</b></p><p><b>Of course I could be totally wrong but I only am thinking with what would make the most sense to me or what I think makes the most sense in terms of marketing.</b></p><p><b>So what do you think, if you have any thoughts don&rsquo;t hesitate to share. I&rsquo;m going back to work on the Gnomes I&rsquo;ve found in the Stranger Things game where I know some people are really going to be happy to see what I found (with the help of <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> btw.)</b></p><p><b>So see you soon.</b></p></blockquote>
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Title: Who dies in season 4?
Body: <p>Hey, this is a fun little topic, isn’t it? Well, there’s not a ton to talk about, so why not? I will list the characters in order from least likely to most likely to die based on my own opinions. It will largely be based on what I feel is or isn’t logical, so it in no way means it is correct. I will only be including characters who I think will likely be included in season 4. <br/></p><!-- more --><h2><b>Very unlikely</b></h2><p><b>Holly Wheeler</b></p><p>She may well be in kindergarten now, meaning she’s away from her mom during the day, which could create some tension if there are reports of people missing/dying. I really don’t think they’ll kill a 5 year old, though.<b><br/></b></p><p><b>Erica Sinclair</b></p><p>I<b> </b>think it’s unlikely that they’d kill off the youngest of the regular cast.<b> <br/></b></p><p><b>Robin Buckley</b></p><p>As the only current <b>explicitly </b>gay character, Robin dying would put the Duffers into “Bury Your Gays” territory.<b> </b>It just really wouldn’t look good.<b><br/></b></p><p><b>Jim Hopper</b></p><p>He will be coming back from supposedly being dead (from the perspective of the other characters). Having him then die for real would make the whole thing seem cheap.<b><br/></b></p><h2><b>Unlikely<br/></b></h2><p><b>Martin Brenner</b></p><p>I feel like he’d have a role to play in the final season, but I could be wrong here. I could also see him being undone by his own hubris. It also depends on whether his role this season is just in flashbacks or not.<b><br/></b></p><p><b>Max Mayfield</b></p><p>Seriously, Max has suffered enough, and she probably still is if the end of season 3 is any indication.<b><br/></b></p><p><b>Nancy Wheeler</b></p><p>Honestly, I just see her as too badass to die. She’s like the Ellen Ripley of the series.<b><br/></b></p><p><b>Steve Harrington</b></p><p>Steve being hurt is almost a running joke at this point, but they also seemed to have made it a point that he gets better at fighting each season. If he does die, it will probably be protecting the others.<b><br/></b></p><h2><b>Toss-up</b></h2><p><b>Eleven</b></p><p>Death on this show being what it is sometimes, it probably wouldn’t be a real death. Still, El dying would have both characters and fans wondering how the heroes could possibly win in season 5.<b><br/></b></p><p><b>Mike Wheeler</b></p><p>He constantly puts himself in harms way for his friends, especially Will and El, despite not really being equipped to do anything of value. <b><br/></b></p><p><b>Will Byers<br/></b></p><p>Like what I said for El above, it probably wouldn’t be a real death, but Will “dying” could be used to set up season 5.<b><br/></b></p><p><b>Joyce Byers</b></p><p>She’s tenacious and brave, but her insistence on following her intuitions could get her into a situation she can’t get herself out of. It’s really anyone’s guess, but she’d go out like a boss if it happened.<b><br/></b></p><p><b>Dustin Henderson</b></p><p>It’s easy to think that someone in the Party dies to show how dire things are. Then again, people said that about the Trio in Harry Potter, too. If one had to die, it might be Dustin. He doesn’t take Mr. Clarke’s statement that “science is neat, but I’m afraid it’s not very forgiving” seriously enough, focusing more on the first part. He might experience the second, part as a result.<b><br/></b></p><p><b>Lucas Sinclair<br/></b></p><p>See Dustin above. Lucas appears like he might be the most separated from the Party, which might leave him vulnerable.<b><br/></b></p><p><b>Karen Wheeler</b></p><p>They already teased us with her “death” last season. Was that foreshadowing? <b><br/></b></p><p><b>Ted Wheeler</b></p><p>Will he be just as oblivious as always and fall victim to the new danger? Will he die protecting his family? Will he show some hidden depths and actually do something? Your guess is as good as mine.<b><br/></b></p><h2><b>Likely</b></h2><p><b>Murray Bauman<br/></b></p><p>I can’t help but feel at least one of the “Jailbreak” crew isn’t coming back. Murray makes the most sense to me.<b> </b>It might just be a Russian accomplice that takes that role, though.<b><br/></b></p><p><b>Jonathan Byers</b></p><p>This is mostly because I see Will as being the “main” character (for all intents and purposes since this is still an ensemble show). The mentor/protector character almost always dies to force the hero to rise to the occasion. It would be heart wrenching, though, since Jonathan deserves to be happy.<b><br/></b></p><p><b>Lonnie Byers<br/></b></p><p>Assuming his presence this season isn’t just flashbacks, anyway. If Will does have powers, a confrontation with Lonnie might be what causes them to manifest. Regardless, he’ll probably find himself in a situation that he can’t abuse his way out of.<b><br/></b></p><h2><b>Almost Certainly</b></h2><p><b>Any new character</b></p><p>Since season 2, and <b>especially </b>in season 3, new characters had a higher mortality rate.<b> </b>One or two might survive to join the crew in season 5, but there’s not really enough information to guess as to who.<b><br/></b></p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/655569903220391936">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I feel like people don&rsquo;t seem to understand the very simple concept that a character can both  have their own independent  story arc that&rsquo;s unique to them and adds to their own characterization  . WHILE ALSO having that character&rsquo;s story arc: parallel, foil, or foreshadow future plot points or  character arcs for other characters . It&rsquo;s called good writing! It isn&rsquo;t reducing them to that one parallel. Me saying the robin book may foreshadow something about el being bullied or byler isn&rsquo;t insulting or reducing  her character to such things.  Robin is still her own character and in the book is also literally paralleled to like 15 other characters from the show (via the book). Also, the show itself  is constantly paralleling and contrasting characters to eachother in order to foreshadow certain themes and character arcs.</p><p>Sometimes i&rsquo;m just like- ya&rsquo;ll know how fictional characters work? </p><p>Ya&rsquo;ll know I&rsquo;m a st theorist? As a queer woman i loved the book as a straight forward coming of  age gay story. Alot of things from the book were incredibly relatable to me. But that&rsquo;s not what I&rsquo;m writing about on my blog.  I write theories.I&rsquo;m not just going to discuss the book as being &ldquo;straightforward&rdquo; with no hidden meanings as a theorist.</p><p>Ala - me mentioning all the <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/655499008835518464/rebel-robin-easterggs">book easterggs</a>. Not even relating to byler 🙄</p><p>I&rsquo;m a lesbian and not even entertaining people getting angry for literally me quoting robin from the book- but cropping that part out where it shows i&rsquo;m simply quotting her.</p><p>I apologize for the snarkiness. But its a bit annoying when people try to twist your words and intentions constantly. And act like you&rsquo;re straight and don&rsquo;t understand the nuances of being discriminated against for being a gay women. Like yeah- i know how hard it is to be a gay woman&hellip; thanks for explaining my literal life experiences to me. XD </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/creative-girl/655422361270697984">creative-girl</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spookywheeler.tumblr.com/post/655376200937701377/ohh-okay-thank-you">spookywheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/655374868536279040">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spookywheeler.tumblr.com/post/655374462875779072/wait-mr-hauser-is-gay-that-was-something-i">spookywheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/655356652549292032">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5dd20fa80bceacfe7adf85fd6c519430/0d0423cd6d3f71af-1a/s640x960/4d6b904f6596bdf22ecd7c6c7138983fb2ca8609.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p>&ldquo;There are gay people everywhere&rdquo; should be the tagline for season 5.</p><p>But, yeah, this is an official novel, so gay people besides Robin in Hawkins is now canon.</p></blockquote><p>WAIT MR HAUSER IS GAY??????</p><p>THAT WAS SOMETHING I THOUGHT OF IN THE PODCAST FOR FUN I DIDN&rsquo;T EXPECT IT TO BE CANON</p><p>(or did i just misenterpret the whole thing-)</p></blockquote><p>Yes, he&rsquo;s gay. He tried to bond with Robin because he got the sense she might be as well, and he wanted her to have a safe space to come to when she needed it. He decided to leave Hawkins after being spotted out with his boyfriend. It was apparently a student who saw him and left an anonymous note, as well. </p><p>Sadly, he never stayed in any school for too long in fear he&rsquo;d be found out and fired. </p></blockquote><p>Ohh okay thank you</p></blockquote><p>Wait, who is Mr. Hauser?</p></blockquote>
<p>Robin&rsquo;s sophomore year English teacher in the new book, Rebel Robin.</p>
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Body: <p>Rebel Robin: Surviving Hawkins podcast, a sort of expansion to the novel.<br/></p><p><a href="https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/rebel-robin-surviving-hawkins-a-stranger-things-podcast/id1571208591">https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/rebel-robin-surviving-hawkins-a-stranger-things-podcast/id1571208591</a></p><p>Is it me, or is there an implication that Barb may have been gay, as well?</p><p>Also: “Sure, people change, but not who they really are fundamentally at their core, as much as people might try and dress it up as something else.” <br/></p><p>I love the relationship Robin has with Mr. Hauser. It’s a shame we likely won’t see him on the show. <br/></p><p>Robin talks about the “Hawkins monster” as she sees the town’s effect on people to be, and Mr. Hauser mentions that it sounds like she’s talking about a literal monster. Fun little reference to what they don’t know is happening or does it mean more?</p><p>I don’t know if there will be anymore episodes to this, but it was very interesting.<br/></p>
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<p>Yes, he&rsquo;s gay. He tried to bond with Robin because he got the sense she might be as well, and he wanted her to have a safe space to come to when she needed it. He decided to leave Hawkins after being spotted out with his boyfriend. It was apparently a student who saw him and left an anonymous note, as well. </p><p>Sadly, he never stayed in any school for too long in fear he&rsquo;d be found out and fired. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/655359184478584832">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/655356025662210048">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/357f54fde9c8a30f92a428ddf51f25c2/b58c221d7ccd5e0f-db/s640x960/04410e18daa93a4ec91f2ab52e45dd0eddbc77c7.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure><p><br/></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/23b98ebf398e12019a04345e1ff55f05/b58c221d7ccd5e0f-79/s640x960/7949e583f3f948d16927e2122a86515159f79c29.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure><p>She didn&rsquo;t even grasp that her feelings for Tammy were romantic until someone else unknowingly spelled it out for her. That&rsquo;s how powerful heteronormativity is. It can make a gay person not even realize they&rsquo;re gay.</p><p>Sound like anyone else?</p></blockquote><p>I mean it sounds like me but I think you’re implying Mike Wheeler lmao</p></blockquote>
<p>It’s probably both Mike and Will, really. I think they both need to have someone spell it out for them. </p><p>And I imagine a lot of LGBT folks can relate to this. I know I can. Though, being bi probably made it even more confusing for me since I still liked girls.<br/></p>
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Body: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5dd20fa80bceacfe7adf85fd6c519430/0d0423cd6d3f71af-1a/s640x960/4d6b904f6596bdf22ecd7c6c7138983fb2ca8609.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p>&ldquo;There are gay people everywhere&rdquo; should be the tagline for season 5.</p><p>But, yeah, this is an official novel, so gay people besides Robin in Hawkins is now canon.</p>
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Tags: stranger things, rebel robin, robin buckley, will byers
Downloaded files: "9ccf4fb57282f2ae6266bafc10349efab7da507d.jpg"

Post id: 655351554635907072
Date: 2021-06-29 18:39:05 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/655351554635907072
Slug: oof-robin-sees-will-pre-demogorgon-and
Reblog key: DHmO6BF7
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d85bc3de737c14adb4d1c60354d035e7/487e99150930290b-72/s640x960/7906b0a002cb113d3e36e3a6b12b30b9a0f97411.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p>Oof, Robin sees Will (pre-Demogorgon) and instantly identifies with him. It could just be a reference to what&rsquo;s to come for Will, but it&rsquo;s hard not to read into it as meaning more.</p>
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<p>Getting to see Mike and Will’s meeting on the playground on the first day of kindergarten has been at the top of my wishlist for this show since Mike went and told Will how that was the best thing he’s ever done. I don’t know if we’ll ever get that, so I’m glad we have artists out here doing what needs to be done.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://alteritymonster.tumblr.com/post/655249698510225408/hawkinsschoolcounselor-me-writes-a-post-saying" class="tumblr_blog">alteritymonster</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/655185889552662528/me-writes-a-post-saying-that-people-shouldnt-get" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Me: Writes a post saying that people shouldn’t get too attached to theories related to the movie board.</p><p>Also Me: Realizes Highlander is on the list, and it came out March 7, 1986. Starts thinking that if the things Will is exposed to influence the plot, then we may have the numbered subjects being killed off because “there can be only one.”</p><p>Sigh, I’m only human, people.<br/></p></blockquote>
<p>Me: …you know, that is a really cool and clever connection; intended by the authors or not it’s super-interesting how we can find patterns that bring works and our experiences of them closer together… it’s all such a wonderful mosaic… 🥺🌈🥰</p><p>Also Me: 🧐 … <b>CURSED THOUGHT</b> 😭 guards! guards! <i>expel this ill omen</i> from our thought palace 😤<br/></p></blockquote>
<p>Ha! It really is that easy, though, isn’t it?</p><p>Truth be told, the real point of the movie board is probably to see how other filmmakers have handled the same sorts settings, plot points, and action scenes the Duffers are looking to include. Like, the Lost Boys might have more to do with the depiction of California and/or punk teens than anything else. Highlander might have more to do with how the script occasionally jumps back to Connor MacLeod’s past.</p><p>Still, it’s very fun to speculate as to major plot themes, which is what makes it so easy too get attached to theories.<br/></p>
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<p>Ah, interesting. Does that rising intro effect (I don’t know if there’s a technical term for it) appear in any other pieces? </p><p>We know they like to reuse the music when it fits, even if we might not know how it fits. I think I remember reading that Destroying the Castle is similar to the music when Mike kicks down the fort in the basement in season 1. </p>
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<script async src="//platform.instagram.com/en_US/embeds.js"></script></figure><p>&ldquo;It’s just so chill between us. We finish each other sentences. Just laugh and laugh, but no pressure, I feel like I can just be myself. Can’t believe my luck.&rdquo;</p><p><a href="https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/strangerthings4/">#strangerthings4</a> <a href="https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/neverendingstory/">#neverendingstory</a> <a href="https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/bromance/">#bromance</a> <a href="https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/sorryjoe/">#sorryjoe</a></p><p>UMMMMMMMMMMMMM first of all the hashtags - Never Ending Story?? And the Welcome to Marwen vibes??? That interesting line he wrote???? Is our boi David dropping hints again? <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> I need to know your thoughts on this!</p></blockquote>
<p>Ha, I saw that earlier today. I’m sure David knows full well what he’s doing with this. </p><p>To be fair, Welcome to Marwen is on the movie list, but this would be a bit of a heavy handed hint, really. I wouldn’t be surprised if David was just having fun with us because he knows full well we dissect every little thing we come across.</p>
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Reblog key: uE82ETib
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>Me: Writes a post saying that people shouldn’t get too attached to theories related to the movie board.</p><p>Also Me: Realizes Highlander is on the list, and it came out March 7, 1986. Starts thinking that if the things Will is exposed to influence the plot, then we may have the numbered subjects being killed off because “there can be only one.”</p><p>Sigh, I’m only human, people.<br/></p>
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Body: <p>I think we’ve probably all see the Twitter posts, or perhaps this image here: <br/></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2000" data-orig-width="1614"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/eab19288c5994190fcac170897c8aa7f/b4d7ee099dc4d32a-a6/s540x810/84a274f69245128d79b79c215cad64e5f35b24dc.png" data-orig-height="2000" data-orig-width="1614"/></figure><p>It’s easy to fall down a rabbit hole of trying to figure out what it all means. I’m as guilty as anyone of looking for patterns to back up my own theories. However, I feel it prudent to remind people that, especially when there are this many variables in play, it becomes extremely easy to find unintended patterns. By all means, have fun with it. It’s a very nice mental exercise, if nothing else. Just please try not to get too attached to any theories borne of this list. It may result in difficulties enjoying what we actually end up getting. Maybe we get some stuff right, but it’s far more likely that we’re wrong.</p><p>That said, what <b><i>does </i></b>intrigue me about this list is how some movies seem to be particularly emphasized.</p><p>The Book of Henry is written much larger than anything else and followed by multiple exclamation points.</p><p>Congo and Splash also each have an exclamation point.</p><p>Broken Arrow has two exclamation points AND is underlined.</p><p>The Hobbit trilogy is underlined.</p><p>Sicario, The Long Kiss Goodnight, The Birdcage, and Battle of Big Rock (Jurassic World: Battle at Big Rock?) are each underlined.</p><p>Now, I don’t know what, if anything, any of this means, but it certainly has me curious. Something seems to have made the person who wrote them on the board excited enough to feel the need to emphasize them. I’m not going to try to figure out what they mean now, but I’ll likely be trying to figure it out while I watch.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/655149786418266112">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1753" data-orig-width="1109"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4e6ec96b0e2f14a1a65fe06533b3267f/05310962e4947628-9a/s640x960/484a2b075dc613401ab647e24def2ac5425cc287.jpg" data-orig-height="1753" data-orig-width="1109"/></figure></div><h1><b>Me and Eleven:</b></h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a58d2175586cc76cb278c45a4b1c40e3/05310962e4947628-23/s640x960/cd10956b9311a69f1d591aa039e37e9898baa333.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="368" data-orig-width="640" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qvd3c4Mm3E1ytk61n.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qvd3c4Mm3E1ytk61n.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":640,"height":368},"poster":[{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qvd3c4Mm3E1ytk61n_frame1.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":640,"height":368}],"filmstrip":{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/previews/tumblr_qvd3c4Mm3E1ytk61n_filmstrip.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":2000,"height":114}}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qvd3c4Mm3E1ytk61n_frame1.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qvd3c4Mm3E1ytk61n.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure></blockquote>
<p>The original soundtracks have previously all been released prior to the season debut. If we get a “The First I Love You” with a capital L or some other variant on this theme&hellip; Well, I think the fandom might explode trying to guess what it means.</p>
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Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>Here&rsquo;s a bit of advice for anyone who wishes to send me an Ask: </p><p>DO try to keep them organize and to the point. Giant walls of text are just hard to read, and I won&rsquo;t be inclined to respond.</p><p>DO NOT attempt to flatter me by saying how much better my theories are than someone else&rsquo;s, especially when it&rsquo;s someone you know I respect.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not trying to be rude here, but sending me a long, one-paragraph Ask that includes a low-key insult to another blogger is not the way to get me to answer you.</p>
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Reblog name: kaypeace21
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/655016701834002432">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Am I the only one really looking forward to the Robin and nancy team up? </h2><p>It makes so much sense. Both are brainy nerdy gals who outsmarted government agents. Nancy is the brainy &ldquo; nancy drew &rdquo; who goes against the US gov to solve crimes/mysteries. And Robin is a multilingual gal who went against the Russian gov, to break their secret codes. Hell, both romantically rejected Steve  in bathrooms -ICONIC!<strike> (We do love you Steve🤣</strike>). It just makes sense these 2  gals (in the same grade) would teamup to kick ass.</p><p>Also&hellip; its foreshadowed because in s1 Steve(wrongly) assumed Nancy was in band. But its Robin who is the band geek. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1035" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0f96aa7c974ac4c7cc1bf23c4a10634a/0c30d73bfadc4712-00/s640x960/c80981c791c29f6552455e0e099fff0b993d6567.jpg" data-orig-height="1035" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1246" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9e10ce6000730d7f3165668cbd5cddb4/0c30d73bfadc4712-11/s640x960/404b64acaa5cce772579bd4e7323b91c0df1e341.jpg" data-orig-height="1246" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1223" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/be0ce3f41fb8e3a633ffb5b45fabe8ba/0c30d73bfadc4712-72/s640x960/f30a0af4a7e991dd4ed790e840db78d91433a1e4.jpg" data-orig-height="1223" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>Like I&rsquo;m ready for brainy gals solving mysteries. And kicking butt with mostly their intellect, and realistic physical capabilities.  To me that&rsquo;s cool af- cause I don&rsquo;t have kick ass powers. And brainy gals are just more relatable to me- especially if they&rsquo;re Sapphic like Robin :P</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="656" data-orig-width="606"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/646c1f9377983cd2a2cea0d560d8f627/0c30d73bfadc4712-e5/s640x960/5ee54ab9f1e4cad16168c90d8309b22e2d75a8bc.jpg" data-orig-height="656" data-orig-width="606"/></figure></div><p><b>Also,Me a dumbass lesbian ranting to herself</b>: God robin in the black outfit looks so bad ass😍 !And Nancy&rsquo;s preppy pink and blue outfit with the rainbow heart hair clip and high-socks and flat sneakers- they&rsquo;re both fashion icons on opposite sides of the spectrum.😫 like as a &ldquo;lipstick&rdquo; these are literally my 2 fashion moods - either super preppy dresses or wearing black crop tops and my leather jacket and boots. No in between XD  .</p></blockquote>
<p>I’m very much looking forward to this. Very different styles and methods, but both very effective at getting the job done? Maybe <b><i>this </i></b>is the buddy cop duo I need.</p><p>Anyone remember the Hopper P.I. intro someone made?</p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://www.youtube.com/embed/9ILTNsXi_7k?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" data-orig-width="267" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="267" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/9ILTNsXi_7k?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><p>Maybe they can do one for Robin and Nancy? Maybe a la Cagney and Lacey?</p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://www.youtube.com/embed/OuwaA0BLKr4?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/OuwaA0BLKr4?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://you-said-yes.tumblr.com/post/655013051865694209/listen-i-fucking-hate-it-when-people-compare-el">you-said-yes</a>:</p><blockquote><p>listen. i fucking hate it when people compare el to like inanimate objects or animals or whatever the hell you wanna call dart, but like. dustin saying that he “has a bond“ with dart and the boys being like :/// do you now and he says that “he trusts me” and “i promised i’d protect him” sounds familiar.</p></blockquote>
<p>Yeah, it’s not fair to compare El to an animal, but it’s totally fair to bring up how Mike treated her very similarly to how Dustin treated Dart.</p><p>@kaypeace21​ talks about it <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/624499032540282880/dart-dustin-vs-mileven-parallels">here</a>. Seriously, I thought it was a ridiculous claim until I read it. I mean, it just really lines too well to be an accident.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://ghostgirlinsatin.tumblr.com/post/654991592457977856/listening-to-cant-fight-this-feeling-and-knowing" class="tumblr_blog">ghostgirlinsatin</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Listening to <i><b>Can’t fight this feeling</b></i> and knowing what’s up in Mike’s head.</p><p> It’s really “time to bring this ship into the shore”. x)</p></blockquote>
<p>When they played this song I couldn’t help but think how terrible it was for Mike and El. Neither of them did anything remotely close to fighting feelings for each other, nor did they start out as friends.</p><p>What would be shocking is if the use of this particular song <i>didn’t</i> have some deeper meaning.<br/></p>
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Title: Season 4 Soundtrack ideas
Body: <p>I did one of these a while back, but I thought I’d update it after so long. Shoutout to <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA">@0aurelion-sol0</a> for the idea. Go check their list <a href="https://0aurelion-sol0.tumblr.com/post/654830520855871488">here</a>.</p><p>I’ll list these without comment for now and let your imaginations decide how they would fit in. Feel free to ask away on why I picked any of them, though.<br/></p><p>True Colors - Cyndi Lauper<br/></p><p>No Easy Way Out - Robert Tepper</p><p>Tainted Love - Soft Cell</p><p>Let’s Go Crazy - Prince</p><p>Everybody Wants to Rule the World - Tears for Fears</p><p>End of the World as We Know It - REM</p><p>Holding Out for a Hero - Bonnie Tyler</p><p>Why Can’t This Be Love - Van Halen</p><p>Home Sweet Home - Motley Crue</p><p>Hallowed Be Thy Name - Iron Maiden</p><p>For Whom the Bell Tolls - Metallica<br/></p><p>Spies Like Us - Paul McCartney<br/></p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sttheorycraft/654962670623178752">sttheorycraft</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/654276430536032257">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/xcherryblossoms/654274699433590784">xcherryblossoms</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/awhst-alt/654273802571776000">awhst-alt</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/xcherryblossoms/654273533473669120">xcherryblossoms</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://glowingshadows.tumblr.com/post/654271826958172160/we-have-byler-bts-pics-at-home">glowingshadows</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="797" data-orig-width="686"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b10d6b7c3f1384c45d05e80aece11bb6/685a9806ebb7eb7c-fe/s640x960/846519206507dd20f9d08bb98663a58e138a78f5.jpg" data-orig-height="797" data-orig-width="686"/></figure></div><p>‘we have byler bts pics at home!’</p></blockquote><p>I think that&rsquo;s Joyce&rsquo;s stunt isn&rsquo;t it??</p></blockquote><p>LAURA THATS MIKE’S DOUBLE</p><p>LOOK AT THE FREAKING MULLET</p></blockquote><p>IDK WJWJAKAKKSSK THE HAIR JUST LOOKS TOO LONG</p><p>like finns hair is not by his shoulder is it ???</p></blockquote><p>It is too long (based on the only actual shots of Mike we’ve seen), but who else could it reasonably be? Joyce is most likely off with Murray and Hopper. Doubles only need to resemble the characters from a distance, which is why Will’s double looks twice Will’s age, so it could just be longer to make sure people can notice it.</p><p>Of course, I’m no expert here, so I could easily be wrong. I’m just going off of what seems logical.</p></blockquote><p>&ldquo;who else could it reasonably be?&rdquo;<br/>Eddie Munson</p></blockquote>
<p>Well, ok, yeah, off hair alone, but there&rsquo;s literally no reason for him to be with that crew. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/madcaprainbow/654909547929059328">madcaprainbow</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I will never emotionally recover from Mike running straight to hug his mum after Will leaves Hawkins just like he did when he thought Will was dead.</p><p>Like the only two times we&rsquo;ve seen him need to be emotionally comforted by his mum are both times when he has, or thinks he has, just lost Will.</p></blockquote>
<p>The disappointment I felt when I saw that scene described as Mike being sad that he lost El again&hellip;</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/654835994239090688">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Watch out how by the end of Season 4, Will and Mike are going to pull a Han and Leia moment:</h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="541" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2eaaa779f33e23f4fdd4cd428fe0f39a/33e8eeedcead1063-df/s640x960/3367d0c519e2b45d77658f9f56ad3bcdc53e34a3.gif" data-orig-height="541" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="540" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cbee34f8a4a7d4e20d786dbb9c2b55ff/33e8eeedcead1063-99/s640x960/4d0597c30d19ce39d530794e93797a8eb4b5e923.gif" data-orig-height="540" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="540" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bcd27398d537de48477b553edebb951c/33e8eeedcead1063-b3/s640x960/83bb3ece1484acfc8fa16b3c7b46526eab3bb228.gif" data-orig-height="540" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>Original gifset by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MYvkDFXY1cm-KTE4UdnfRPA">@movie-gifs</a> from <a href="https://movie-gifs.tumblr.com/post/641864429683802112/the-empire-strikes-back-1980-dir-irvin-kershner">this post.</a></p></blockquote>
<p>Oh, god, don’t do this to me&hellip;</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/654830520855871488">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b><i>Songs that could fit well/be used/added in <span class="npf_color_joey">Season 4 of Stranger Things</span> or in the <span class="npf_color_ross">characters&rsquo;s Spotify playlists</span>: </i></b></p><p><b><i>Note : (Some of these songs may already be in some playlists but could appear in the show.)</i></b></p><p><b>Also: (I will probably do more of this type of theory or analysis on music in ST. And probably add more songs to this post.)</b></p><h2>_____________________________</h2><p><b>Promises, Promises by Naked Eyes (1983)</b></p><p><b>Everything She Wants by Wham! (1984)</b></p><p><b>True Colors by Cyndi Lauper (1986)</b></p><p><b>Eye in the Sky by The Alan Parsons Project (1982)</b></p><p><b>Papa Don&rsquo;t Preach by Madonna (1986)</b></p><p><b>Smalltown Boy by Bronski Beat (1984)</b></p><p><b>California Dreamin&rsquo; by The Mamas and The Papas (1966)</b></p><p><b>Tangled Up in Blue by Bob Dylan (1975)</b></p><p><b>Highway to Hell by AC/DC (1979)</b></p><p><b>Mama Told Me (Not To Come) by Three Dog Night (1970)</b></p><p><b>Welcome Home by Metallica (1986)</b></p><p><b>More Than A Feeling by Boston (1976)</b></p><p><b>Black Magic Woman by Fleetwood Mac or Santana (1968, 1970)</b></p><p><b>Crazy For You by Madonna (1985)</b></p><p><b>Someone in the Dark by Michael Jackson (1982)</b></p><p><b>Rasputin by Boney M. (1978)</b></p></blockquote>
<p>Some good picks here. </p><p>True Colors was one that I was hoping would end up in season 4, also. I was thinking in relation to Mike not being the same ever since the Byers moved away.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://you-said-yes.tumblr.com/post/654820973382696960/yall-are-gonna-hate-me-for-the-week-after-st4">you-said-yes</a>:</p><blockquote><p>yall are gonna hate me for the week after st4 drops cuz i&rsquo;m just gonna be reblogging all my old posts with either &ldquo;this aged well&rdquo; or &ldquo;this aged poorly&rdquo; so i&rsquo;d like to apologize in advance</p></blockquote>
<p>This will probably be all I post after release:</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1e3c7fce4d8839c6d2e7e81a805ad526/074c942128b52b68-96/s640x960/226fc2da5249fad046845fa3c717aab03ce2b45d.gif" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="480"/></figure></div><p>And 52% is probably far overestimating my accuracy.</p>
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Reblog name: kaypeace21
Title: Stranger things & Door symbolism (narrative analysis)
Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/654817483077926912/stranger-things-door-symbolism-narrative" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><br/>We see doors have a lot of symbolism and different meanings but to a certain extent it’s about respecting/not respecting boundaries &amp;privacy, and being open or closed to others emotionally.</p>
<p>In s2 <b>Max picks the door</b> of the av club (trying to easedrop on the boys)-and it goes wrong (and causes dart to escape). Similarly, in s1 <b>Karen picks Nancy’s</b> <b>bedroom door </b>lock (and Nancy does not open up to her emotionally despite Karen saying “you can talk to me”). BUT in s3, we see Karen contemplating picking Nancy’s door again-and right after she decides not to try and pick the lock and respect Nancy’s boundaries (Nancy finally opens up the door and herself emotionally to Karen).We even  see J<b>onathan in s1 pick Lonnie’s car door </b>(which we know is not a healthy dynamic).</p>
<figure data-orig-width="845" data-orig-height="496" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/dae5823711010f0993f7123ba32556fd/97c47d527c11c7df-89/s540x810/1bd1ba18e097367d8d90fd5771e05944f868983e.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="845" data-orig-height="496"/></figure><p>Nancy also tries telling Jonathan not to break into Lonnie’s car-similar to Jonathan trying to convince Nancy (in <b>s3e3</b>) not to break into mrs. Drsicol’s via opening the <b>front door.</b><br/></p>
<figure data-orig-width="633" data-orig-height="486" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2c3c8cd7ee66e93970cbfcbf024e6f2e/97c47d527c11c7df-a5/s540x810/0b5b198e53fce2fec893e22cf6dfb9d88fde73ee.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="633" data-orig-height="486"/></figure><p>We also see because jonathan doesn’t respect Lonnie<strike> (can’t blame him)</strike>. So,<b>Jonathan walks in uninvited through Lonnie’s front door -to investigate-similar to what Nancy did to mrs. Driscoll in s3 .</b> These prior examples are also similar to<b> El</b>  breaking into Heather’s house  by <b>using her telekenesis </b>to <b>unlock the front door </b>(for her and Max’s investigation)<b> </b><b>. </b>Or doing the same thing to Becky in s2 (<b>for her solo investigation ). Why we have a shot of just El, Nancy, and Jonathan peaking through the doorway.</b></p>
<figure data-orig-width="625" data-orig-height="497" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f143b30c6797c9427df3d0df084a28e3/97c47d527c11c7df-e7/s540x810/cd51a00560282f2adf41c2953fcf5a1efd2f0060.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="625" data-orig-height="497"/></figure><p>El unlocking latches also <b>mirrors how the demogorgan ALSO used telekenesis to unlock the front door latch of Will’s house .</b></p>
<figure data-orig-width="395" data-orig-height="447" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/842af3da1bb85ae9cf29600dc8648337/97c47d527c11c7df-7b/s540x810/360e86e341508b8a8ab4edbb79161619953f665d.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="395" data-orig-height="447"/></figure><p><b>In fact flayed Bruce attacking j*ncy in s3, mirrors Will first being attacked by the demogorgan in s1</b>. Jonathan &amp; Will both lock the doors- than Nancy &amp; Will try calling for help- but the supernatural creature unlocks their latches and both Nancy &amp; Will drop the phones because of this.</p>
<figure data-orig-width="601" data-orig-height="657" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6b414804fec23d4cca38ee1caa9f9e55/97c47d527c11c7df-1d/s540x810/ac44387c74ebdb99564cf51700fe3604d3fb6aea.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="601" data-orig-height="657"/></figure><p>we also see through every season-given El’s upbringing- El doesn’t respect  boundaries with doors -since she never received it with Brenner (who would come into room whenever he pleased/closed the door and threw her in solitary) .in s2-3 she <b>uses her powers to pick UNLOCK doors -to open</b> . And in s1 she used her powers to <b>LOCK a door- and forcibly CLOSE the doo</b>r<b> to trap the boys</b> in the room  (akin to the closed door in solitary).</p>
<p><b>This scene directly contrasts an earlier scene of Mike respecting El wanting the door open by having El later NOT respect the boys’ desire for the door to be open</b> . Mike asks if she doesn’t want the door closed and she says “no” so he lets it be open. When Lucas tries to open the closed door- she closes it and says “no”. (she had other in universe reasons for doing this- but this scene is later also <b>paralleled to Hopper in s3 locking Mike in the car against his will, </b>when he tried leaving. Similar to el closing the door on Lucas in s1 when he tried leaving.</p>
<figure data-orig-width="459" data-orig-height="395" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9c1de0c3675290ac732d12c7f9741cb2/97c47d527c11c7df-fa/s540x810/15565eb35cbc9da5f10aea13e306bf24e0d2bc1d.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="459" data-orig-height="395"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="400" data-orig-height="483" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ab8de46b40821df257851d422b739fbc/97c47d527c11c7df-22/s540x810/7375df69b96ee7a24c183f6f2c79e3ca46edc6c9.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="400" data-orig-height="483"/></figure><p>In s1 (<strike>with El’s ptsd and</strike>) with El not understand privacy- she wants her door open . But in s2 when wanting privacy she closes her bedroom door (as Hopper demands she open it, and she cries). in s3 she also closes her door (now wanting privacy) when kissing Mike/ being on the phone with Mike/ hanging with Max ( and Hopper again yells at her to open the closed door).  Max even criticizes him by saying   “do you knock? JEEZE”And in s3 flayed Billy yells at El and co to <b>“OPEN the g*ddamn doo</b>r”. In s2/3 we also see Hopper yell for el/Murray to <b>‘OPEN the damn door’</b>  (despite murray having a “<b>keep door CLOSED</b>”sign).</p>
<figure data-orig-width="893" data-orig-height="322" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1f5f508bfdbe29209368a56b0c1e803a/97c47d527c11c7df-1c/s540x810/dca9f84ab43b53e01fdebe845ce565202249d5c8.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="893" data-orig-height="322"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="614" data-orig-height="775" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8826c60ef7a34146c1788158b7e963fb/97c47d527c11c7df-3e/s540x810/494f939ea688a9f3ead2e039932394d552a0aae6.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="614" data-orig-height="775"/></figure><p>*flayed-Billy also smashes the glass on the door to try and unlock the door-similar to flayed Bruce at the hospital.</p>
<p>And In s2 we see Neil tell Billy to  <b>“open the door</b>” . In fact the first word uttered after the door is opened, is by Billy -who says “<b>what’s wrong?</b>”. The same thing occurs when Hopper in s3 says to “<b>open the door</b>” -the door opens and Mike says  “<b>what’s wrong</b>?” (as another parallel) .</p>
<figure data-orig-width="571" data-orig-height="401" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c00f03c8d571910a0e5225d4784f0d45/97c47d527c11c7df-79/s540x810/c8a2c6cfcb98de2d578b5426b69fd011c3587cc5.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="571" data-orig-height="401"/></figure><h2>The Byers also in opposition to this, respect doors/boundaries of Will’s: </h2>
<p>Will (similar to Muray’s sign) has a “<b>no trespassing”</b> sign on his front door in s1 (also <b>akin to the one at Hawkins’s lab)</b>. And when Will rides by the Hawkins sign- what happens, he’s chased by the demogorgan. But Jonathan and joyce respect Will’s sign/boundaries- Jonathan<b> knocking on Will’s DOOR</b> in s2 before entering &amp; Joyce<b> ringing castle byer’s DOORbell </b>(and getting verbal permission) before entering in s1.</p>
<figure data-orig-width="670" data-orig-height="251" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/09cf8466ae5188b9a5b66f06e8cfd48e/97c47d527c11c7df-f0/s540x810/ab7def0e0c64a5220f2aacaade62a9c437728170.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="670" data-orig-height="251"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="538" data-orig-height="525" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/97e68a30dea661985ac0ffa49eb27465/97c47d527c11c7df-8f/s540x810/e0979b7afd862c779c460d7ad0dd93c67df7972c.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="538" data-orig-height="525"/></figure><p>However, Jonathan doesn’t respect Lonnie :<br/></p>
<p>so<b> </b>walks in uninvited through the door ,<b>break into Lonnie’s car</b>, and<b> opens Lonnie’s trunk (door) without permission. </b>later jonathan gets angry the cops/ Hopper searched his trunk (without permision) . Sort of matching his later hypocrisy of being ok to break into Lonnie’s car but not mrs. driscoll’s house.</p>
<figure data-orig-width="3120" data-orig-height="2361" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/08b64651fb54ffdf62d031d6aecbe068/97c47d527c11c7df-c3/s540x810/4e1bccae1097fb9c3dcb334ccea68e93787d5b5f.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="3120" data-orig-height="2361"/></figure><h2>So how does this relate to romance?  Or the supernatural?</h2> <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/654817483077926912/stranger-things-door-symbolism-narrative" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
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Slug: wait-so-is-that-lanky-kid-dating-your-sister-or
Reblog key: XGP387bR
Reblog url: https://spookywitchnerd24.tumblr.com/post/654812640948912128/i-kinda-just-want-to-be-unaware-of-things-until
Reblog name: spookywitchnerd24
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spookywitchnerd24.tumblr.com/post/654812640948912128/i-kinda-just-want-to-be-unaware-of-things-until">spookywitchnerd24</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/654812503762665472">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spookywitchnerd24.tumblr.com/post/654812240354082817/i-think-this-is-probably-my-best-meme-yet">spookywitchnerd24</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="202" data-orig-width="360"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/11fcf309ce2efff6448b4a9609b12bb2/bb2e83fee4b9760c-02/s640x960/e5897b8188ba27ff0cf569eec518bf14dfcc4094.jpg" data-orig-height="202" data-orig-width="360"/></figure></div><p>I think this is probably my best meme yet 😂</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </p></blockquote><p>Ha!</p><p>Is it weird that I just really want Argyle to barely be aware of anything that&rsquo;s happening the entire season? Bonus points if this allows him to actually notice something that nobody else does.</p></blockquote><p>I kinda just want to be unaware of things until last minute I want him to be the one brightens up the rest of the trio&rsquo;s day </p></blockquote>
<p>“Wait, so is that lanky kid dating your sister or your brother?” -said out of nowhere while something crazy is happening.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spookywitchnerd24.tumblr.com/post/654812240354082817/i-think-this-is-probably-my-best-meme-yet">spookywitchnerd24</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="202" data-orig-width="360"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/11fcf309ce2efff6448b4a9609b12bb2/bb2e83fee4b9760c-02/s640x960/e5897b8188ba27ff0cf569eec518bf14dfcc4094.jpg" data-orig-height="202" data-orig-width="360"/></figure></div><p>I think this is probably my best meme yet 😂</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </p></blockquote>
<p>Ha!</p><p>Is it weird that I just really want Argyle to barely be aware of anything that&rsquo;s happening the entire season? Bonus points if this allows him to actually notice something that nobody else does.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://you-said-yes.tumblr.com/post/654804700100804608/uh-oh-so-like-if-the-wheelers-really-are-getting">you-said-yes</a>:</p><blockquote><p>uh oh so this is just gonna be me go off and it prolly won&rsquo;t make sense or be coherent but. if the wheeler&rsquo;s really are getting a divorce. then don&rsquo;t you think that would actually cause mike to like. cling on to el even more. hsmtmts is a mess rn but ricky has this like. paralyzing fear of change due to his parents getting divorced, and he&rsquo;s like. suffocating his girlfriend with clinginess. i feel like that might be something that mike could do&hellip; further screwing up his chances with will. but it would also annoy el. so basically what i&rsquo;m saying is mike runs away to the byers because, he tells himself, el is there. el is grounding him. but it&rsquo;s actually will who is his rock, who has been there almost his entire life. but mike won&rsquo;t let himself think that, so he&rsquo;s extra clingy with el. like worse than s3. and el&rsquo;s less into their relationship now that she&rsquo;s <i>lived</i> separate from him and prolly like halfway through the season she&rsquo;s finally like. mike. you gotta. calm tf down. and halfway between california and hawkins, they have a talk. like a <i>really good</i> <i>talk</i>. about them and their relationship and what it is and what it&rsquo;s not and what they&rsquo;re forcing it to be and what they need to <i>stop</i> forcing it to be. and she doesn&rsquo;t really know how to comfort him as he freaks out over the parents thing, but she&rsquo;s can relate to the devastating changes that are out of your control. i&rsquo;d like to see el be able to talk about hopper here. it&rsquo;s hard for her, she&rsquo;s trying her hardest not to cry, but she knows mike needs to hear this. and she convinces him to go call his mom. karen, who is freaking out bc her son ran away and maybe their last confrontation was a screaming match, picks up the phone immediately and we finally get that mike/karen heart to heart. he asks her <i>why</i>. why she married ted if she didn&rsquo;t love him. karen&rsquo;s like i loved him but i wasn&rsquo;t <i>in</i> love with him. and we just get their good conversation and he tells her he&rsquo;s coming home. and so mike goes back to el and they hug and both finally <i>let go</i> of each other. not sure how the byler confession fits into this, but mike is gonna have to apologize for season three but also season four. even beyond that, he&rsquo;ll finally be <i>ready</i> for will.</p></blockquote>
<p>I like this idea. I do think that Mike needs to have his own heart to heart with Karen. Nancy now knows that she needs to chase what makes her happy instead of settling for normalcy, but Mike hasn’t had that moment, yet.</p><p>El needs to sort of have her own moment like that. Maybe with Joyce, but maybe after she and Hopper are reunited. El doesn’t know it, but she’s sort of settling for what seems normal, too. I don’t see her being able to let Mike go until she feels she has some sense of identity and/or control in her life again.</p><p>Can we somehow do all this without making Ted look like a horrible husband and father, though? He’s bland and boring, but he’s not a bad guy.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/654787512528666624/1200-followers" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I still find it amazing that I’m gathering more followers, especially during an extended Stranger Things offseason. I realize that only maybe 10% or so are actually actively reading my posts, but I’ll take it.</p><p>To celebrate, I invite my readers to ask me anything (as is tradition, of course)! It can be Stranger Things related, it can involve another fandom, or it can even be about me if, you’re so bold. It can be fun or it can be serious. If there’s ever been a question you’ve wanted to ask me, no matter how small or inconsequential it may seem, now is the time. <br/></p><p>I really like the sorts of Asks I can get for these milestones, so I look forward to what you all come up with this time.<br/></p></blockquote>
<p>Just one Ask so far. I know my readers have come up with some very cool questions before. <br/></p><p>I’ve been asked everything from what my favorite TV shows are, to what questions I’d ask the Duffers, to what my favorite reaction gifs are. <br/></p><p>The only limit here is your imagination. Just don’t ask me for any identifying information and we’re cool.<br/></p>
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Body: <p>I still find it amazing that I’m gathering more followers, especially during an extended Stranger Things offseason. I realize that only maybe 10% or so are actually actively reading my posts, but I’ll take it.</p><p>To celebrate, I invite my readers to ask me anything (as is tradition, of course)! It can be Stranger Things related, it can involve another fandom, or it can even be about me if, you’re so bold. It can be fun or it can be serious. If there’s ever been a question you’ve wanted to ask me, no matter how small or inconsequential it may seem, now is the time. <br/></p><p>I really like the sorts of Asks I can get for these milestones, so I look forward to what you all come up with this time.<br/></p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/654737280521633792/can-we-please-stop-suspecting-vickie-is-going-to" class="tumblr_blog">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/654736871144964096/can-we-please-stop-suspecting-vickie-is-going-to" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/654736245525790720/can-we-please-stop-suspecting-vickie-is-going-to" class="tumblr_blog">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/654735650843672576/can-we-please-stop-suspecting-vickie-is-going-to" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/654735119730556928/can-we-please-stop-suspecting-vickie-is-going-to" class="tumblr_blog">willthecleric</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://itsonlystrange.tumblr.com/post/654728920537628672/can-we-please-stop-suspecting-vickie-is-going-to" class="tumblr_blog">itsonlystrange</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/654658937622298624/can-we-please-stop-suspecting-vickie-is-going-to" class="tumblr_blog">willthecleric</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/654640591013101568">awhstrangerthings</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Can we please stop suspecting Vickie is going to be Will’s love interest? I’ve seen so many people say that this is the case, but I highly suspect it won’t be. There have been too many references to Will being gay it will be queer-baiting at that point. </p><p>Vickie is <b><i>not</i></b> going to be Will’s love interest. My reasonings:</p><p>1. Will is gay</p><p>2. This:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7c24cacd60d35dd5757f493888fb4aa6/4a3f896b282dbc04-66/s640x960/1de6555328e2c243195ee7695de33bced60dc4c6.png" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="446" data-orig-width="1620"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e8557565b8709f3f99fc336c8047df49/4a3f896b282dbc04-85/s640x960/fe8c15b419d07f89272af5797e26825656fbdd72.png" data-orig-height="446" data-orig-width="1620"/></figure><p>And if you still don’t believe me, Vickie is like 100% going to be in Hawkins. Why?</p><p>Well, in the audition tape which was leaked a couple months back, you can view it <a href="https://href.li/?https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yBEdBKenm9I">here</a> (audition starts at 2:58). Vickie talks about gasoline at one point. And looky what we have here-</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="670" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/21a73b9d8d469872682c12829e9b218b/4a3f896b282dbc04-83/s640x960/b35e984fcab102d76a10816480af26250ddbd265.png" data-orig-height="670" data-orig-width="540"/></figure><p>STEVE HAS FUCKING GASOLINE</p><p>Anyways this isn’t to say Vickie won’t be Will’s love interest, there is just so much proof she is going to be Robin’s and Mike is going to be Will’s. Ship who you want, I couldn’t care less.</p></blockquote>
<p>Honestly. It’s so obvious that Will is gay and ends up with Mike. People just don’t want Will to be gay anymore now that Byler is clearly being set up. People used to love the idea of Will being gay and in unrequited love with Mike, but now they want Will to be straight and have a girlfriend. Coincidentally when Byler is getting more and more obvious. I’m not sure which annoys me more, the people who do this or the people who call him ace without understanding what that means and use it to say he isn’t gay and apparently doesn’t feel any attraction at all. </p><p>We can’t say exactly how things go with Vickie, but it’s hinted that she gets involved with Robin. And Will obviously ends up with Mike. </p></blockquote>


<p>Amy is literally 19 and Noah is 16. When they were casting for Vickie they were purposefully looking for someone 18 and up. They wouldn’t do that if they were casting a love interest for a character played by a minor SJJSJSJS. Vickie also is in Hawkins and the Byers don’t even make it to Hawkins until like episode 8, so unless they just have this random magical moment where they fall deeply in love in the last episode then no they aren’t gonna like eachother JSSJ. Will is so gay u guys that boy wears flannels and corduroy paired with a BOWL CUT and u guys call him a woman enjoyer 😭😭</p><p>also yes Mike and Will are in love￼</p></blockquote>
<p>Seeing the amount of people who believe that Mike and El had love at first sight, I don’t think that her being away from Will for most of the season would stop these people. Lol. Sad, but true. <br/></p></blockquote>


<p>What gets me is them even giving us something like Vickie catching someone’s eye in her character description. It seems almost too obvious she’d be a love interest for Robin. </p></blockquote>
<p>Honestly, I waffle back and forth between thinking it’s them being obvious about it to shut up people from shipping Robin with Steve like ‘hello she is a lesbian and we are giving her a girlfriend’ and thinking that they don’t really actually date. I do think that Vickie is LGBT. And Robin can very well have a crush on Vickie. Whether that means they date… I don’t know. I can’t say for sure what happens with her and Robin, but no way in hell is she dating Will lol. <br/></p></blockquote>
<p>Fair point. Catching Robin’s eye doesn’t necessarily mean they date. In fact, such careful wording might be intentional.</p><p>Has anyone considered the possibility that she catches someone else’s eye? I do find it odd that they put out a casting call for an 18 year old when Maya Hawke is almost 23. Wouldn’t Robin already know her unless she was new in town? Hawkins is a small town.<br/></p></blockquote>
<p>I’ve learned ages ago to be wary when it comes to production stuff. Even now, I am trying to be as minimally involved as possible. I never considered that it could be someone else. It is definitely possible You make a good point about the potential that Robin would know her unless she was new in town. I suppose it’s possible that they introduce her as new in town they way they did Max and Billy in S2. Could be a pattern. This makes me wonder about the possibility of other characters also being new in town. <br/></p><p>If she catches someone else’s eye I wonder who it would be. Obviously not Mike or Will. But I am not sure who it could be. <br/></p></blockquote>
<p>There’s also always the possibility that they’re counting on us interpreting “catches the eye of one of our beloved heroes” in a romantic sense. Yeah, it is often used that way, but it literally just means that she attracts attention from someone. They could be playing us.<br/></p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://itsonlystrange.tumblr.com/post/654728920537628672/can-we-please-stop-suspecting-vickie-is-going-to" class="tumblr_blog">itsonlystrange</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/654658937622298624/can-we-please-stop-suspecting-vickie-is-going-to" class="tumblr_blog">willthecleric</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/654640591013101568">awhstrangerthings</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Can we please stop suspecting Vickie is going to be Will’s love interest? I’ve seen so many people say that this is the case, but I highly suspect it won’t be. There have been too many references to Will being gay it will be queer-baiting at that point. </p><p>Vickie is <b><i>not</i></b> going to be Will’s love interest. My reasonings:</p><p>1. Will is gay</p><p>2. This:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7c24cacd60d35dd5757f493888fb4aa6/4a3f896b282dbc04-66/s640x960/1de6555328e2c243195ee7695de33bced60dc4c6.png" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="446" data-orig-width="1620"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e8557565b8709f3f99fc336c8047df49/4a3f896b282dbc04-85/s640x960/fe8c15b419d07f89272af5797e26825656fbdd72.png" data-orig-height="446" data-orig-width="1620"/></figure><p>And if you still don’t believe me, Vickie is like 100% going to be in Hawkins. Why?</p><p>Well, in the audition tape which was leaked a couple months back, you can view it <a href="https://href.li/?https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yBEdBKenm9I">here</a> (audition starts at 2:58). Vickie talks about gasoline at one point. And looky what we have here-</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="670" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/21a73b9d8d469872682c12829e9b218b/4a3f896b282dbc04-83/s640x960/b35e984fcab102d76a10816480af26250ddbd265.png" data-orig-height="670" data-orig-width="540"/></figure><p>STEVE HAS FUCKING GASOLINE</p><p>Anyways this isn’t to say Vickie won’t be Will’s love interest, there is just so much proof she is going to be Robin’s and Mike is going to be Will’s. Ship who you want, I couldn’t care less.</p></blockquote>
<p>Honestly. It’s so obvious that Will is gay and ends up with Mike. People just don’t want Will to be gay anymore now that Byler is clearly being set up. People used to love the idea of Will being gay and in unrequited love with Mike, but now they want Will to be straight and have a girlfriend. Coincidentally when Byler is getting more and more obvious. I’m not sure which annoys me more, the people who do this or the people who call him ace without understanding what that means and use it to say he isn’t gay and apparently doesn’t feel any attraction at all. </p><p>We can’t say exactly how things go with Vickie, but it’s hinted that she gets involved with Robin. And Will obviously ends up with Mike. </p></blockquote>


<p>Amy is literally 19 and Noah is 16. When they were casting for Vickie they were purposefully looking for someone 18 and up. They wouldn’t do that if they were casting a love interest for a character played by a minor SJJSJSJS. Vickie also is in Hawkins and the Byers don’t even make it to Hawkins until like episode 8, so unless they just have this random magical moment where they fall deeply in love in the last episode then no they aren’t gonna like eachother JSSJ. Will is so gay u guys that boy wears flannels and corduroy paired with a BOWL CUT and u guys call him a woman enjoyer 😭😭</p><p>also yes Mike and Will are in love￼</p></blockquote>
<p>Seeing the amount of people who believe that Mike and El had love at first sight, I don’t think that her being away from Will for most of the season would stop these people. Lol. Sad, but true. <br/></p></blockquote>


<p>What gets me is them even giving us something like Vickie catching someone’s eye in her character description. It seems almost too obvious she’d be a love interest for Robin. </p></blockquote>
<p>Honestly, I waffle back and forth between thinking it’s them being obvious about it to shut up people from shipping Robin with Steve like ‘hello she is a lesbian and we are giving her a girlfriend’ and thinking that they don’t really actually date. I do think that Vickie is LGBT. And Robin can very well have a crush on Vickie. Whether that means they date… I don’t know. I can’t say for sure what happens with her and Robin, but no way in hell is she dating Will lol. <br/></p></blockquote>
<p>Fair point. Catching Robin’s eye doesn’t necessarily mean they date. In fact, such careful wording might be intentional.</p><p>Has anyone considered the possibility that she catches someone else’s eye? I do find it odd that they put out a casting call for an 18 year old when Maya Hawke is almost 23. Wouldn’t Robin already know her unless she was new in town? Hawkins is a small town.<br/></p>
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<blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/654640591013101568">awhstrangerthings</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Can we please stop suspecting Vickie is going to be Will’s love interest? I’ve seen so many people say that this is the case, but I highly suspect it won’t be. There have been too many references to Will being gay it will be queer-baiting at that point. </p><p>Vickie is <b><i>not</i></b> going to be Will’s love interest. My reasonings:</p><p>1. Will is gay</p><p>2. This:</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7c24cacd60d35dd5757f493888fb4aa6/4a3f896b282dbc04-66/s640x960/1de6555328e2c243195ee7695de33bced60dc4c6.png" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="446" data-orig-width="1620"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e8557565b8709f3f99fc336c8047df49/4a3f896b282dbc04-85/s640x960/fe8c15b419d07f89272af5797e26825656fbdd72.png" data-orig-height="446" data-orig-width="1620"/></figure><p>And if you still don’t believe me, Vickie is like 100% going to be in Hawkins. Why?</p><p>Well, in the audition tape which was leaked a couple months back, you can view it <a href="https://href.li/?https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yBEdBKenm9I">here</a> (audition starts at 2:58). Vickie talks about gasoline at one point. And looky what we have here-</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="670" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/21a73b9d8d469872682c12829e9b218b/4a3f896b282dbc04-83/s640x960/b35e984fcab102d76a10816480af26250ddbd265.png" data-orig-height="670" data-orig-width="540"/></figure><p>STEVE HAS FUCKING GASOLINE</p><p>Anyways this isn’t to say Vickie won’t be Will’s love interest, there is just so much proof she is going to be Robin’s and Mike is going to be Will’s. Ship who you want, I couldn’t care less.</p></blockquote>
<p>Honestly. It’s so obvious that Will is gay and ends up with Mike. People just don’t want Will to be gay anymore now that Byler is clearly being set up. People used to love the idea of Will being gay and in unrequited love with Mike, but now they want Will to be straight and have a girlfriend. Coincidentally when Byler is getting more and more obvious. I’m not sure which annoys me more, the people who do this or the people who call him ace without understanding what that means and use it to say he isn’t gay and apparently doesn’t feel any attraction at all. </p><p>We can’t say exactly how things go with Vickie, but it’s hinted that she gets involved with Robin. And Will obviously ends up with Mike. </p></blockquote>


<p>Amy is literally 19 and Noah is 16. When they were casting for Vickie they were purposefully looking for someone 18 and up. They wouldn’t do that if they were casting a love interest for a character played by a minor SJJSJSJS. Vickie also is in Hawkins and the Byers don’t even make it to Hawkins until like episode 8, so unless they just have this random magical moment where they fall deeply in love in the last episode then no they aren’t gonna like eachother JSSJ. Will is so gay u guys that boy wears flannels and corduroy paired with a BOWL CUT and u guys call him a woman enjoyer 😭😭</p><p>also yes Mike and Will are in love￼</p></blockquote>
<p>Seeing the amount of people who believe that Mike and El had love at first sight, I don’t think that her being away from Will for most of the season would stop these people. Lol. Sad, but true. <br/></p></blockquote>


<p>What gets me is them even giving us something like Vickie catching someone&rsquo;s eye in her character description. It seems almost too obvious she&rsquo;d be a love interest for Robin. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://general-kj.tumblr.com/post/654728439624056832/personally-i-think-the-whole-point-of-the-mileven">general-kj</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/654727998679973888/i-am-going-to-be-really-disappointed-if-they">awhstrangerthings</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I am going to be really disappointed if they decide to make El heartbroken once she discovers that Mike is not interested in her anymore/in love with Will. </p><p>She is one of my favourite characters, and she&rsquo;s gone through so much I really don&rsquo;t want her to have to go through this as well.</p><p>Most of the M!leven interactions are a little one-sided, but we can see she does really care for Mike, and Mike definitely cares for El deeply too. </p><p>I hope in s4 they both show signs of disinterest for each other. I&rsquo;m going to be so disappointed if their relationship is completely one sided in s4 and El is upset after everything that happens later on in the season.</p><p>We stan El and we cannot let her have more problems to deal with 🙏</p></blockquote><p>Personally I think the whole point of the Mileven kiss in the finale of season 3 is to show that Mike has moved on but Eleven hasn&rsquo;t realised its over yet, so at least for the start of the season things are going to be a bit messy between them till they sit down and have a proper talk.</p></blockquote>
<p>What KJ said, only it’s a bit more complicated than that.</p><p>If we really look at this from El’s perspective, her nice, normal life has completely fallen apart. She had a dad, a boyfriend, and friends. She even gained a best friend in Max. Having all of this is really why she was able to dump Mike in the first place. She just didn’t <i>need </i>him anymore. That’s really what it’s been about, though she doesn’t really know it.</p><p>By the end of the season, though, her dad died (as far as she knows) and she’s being taken away from her friends. She lost everything, so it’s understandable that she’d react by going back to Mike. She’s trying to regain some semblance of normalcy and control over her life after everything got turned upside down.</p><p>I think it’s unfair to expect her to just realize she doesn’t love him. Regardless of whether her love for him is real, she would still be devastated. Mike may even feel compelled to pretend to like her back just to avoid hurting her after everything that has happened. </p><p>It would be easy for him to be her boyfriend by phone. I expect things will become a bit more clear once he’s in the same room as she is. El is almost certainly going to be hurt, but overcoming it will be crucial to her character development. It’s a problem her powers can’t solve (even if she had them), and she needs that experience in order to have an identity beyond them.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://awhstrangerthings.tumblr.com/post/654640591013101568/can-we-please-stop-suspecting-vickie-is-going-to">awhstrangerthings</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Can we please stop suspecting Vickie is going to be Will&rsquo;s love interest? I&rsquo;ve seen so many people say that this is the case, but I highly suspect it won&rsquo;t be. There have been too many references to Will being gay it will be queer-baiting at that point. </p><p>Vickie is <b><i>not</i></b> going to be Will&rsquo;s love interest. My reasonings:</p><p>1. Will is gay</p><p>2. This:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7c24cacd60d35dd5757f493888fb4aa6/4a3f896b282dbc04-66/s640x960/1de6555328e2c243195ee7695de33bced60dc4c6.png" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="446" data-orig-width="1620"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e8557565b8709f3f99fc336c8047df49/4a3f896b282dbc04-85/s640x960/fe8c15b419d07f89272af5797e26825656fbdd72.png" data-orig-height="446" data-orig-width="1620"/></figure></div><p>And if you still don&rsquo;t believe me, Vickie is like 100% going to be in Hawkins. Why?</p><p>Well, in the audition tape which was leaked a couple months back, you can view it <a href="https://href.li/?https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yBEdBKenm9I">here</a> (audition starts at 2:58). Vickie talks about gasoline at one point. And looky what we have here-</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="670" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/21a73b9d8d469872682c12829e9b218b/4a3f896b282dbc04-83/s640x960/b35e984fcab102d76a10816480af26250ddbd265.png" data-orig-height="670" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>STEVE HAS FUCKING GASOLINE</p><p>Anyways this isn&rsquo;t to say Vickie won&rsquo;t be Will&rsquo;s love interest, there is just so much proof she is going to be Robin&rsquo;s and Mike is going to be Will&rsquo;s. Ship who you want, I couldn&rsquo;t care less.</p></blockquote>
<p>Imagine a scene towards the end of the season where either Robin or Vickie just throws all caution to the wind and kisses the other. Maybe they think they&rsquo;re about to die, or maybe they just narrowly avoided dying. Either way, Mike and/or Will is there to witness it, and suddenly everything makes sense.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://will-byers-the-wise.tumblr.com/post/654624671885590529">will-byers-the-wise</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://you-said-yes.tumblr.com/post/654623586682896384">you-said-yes</a>:</p><blockquote><p>if you see me leave in the morning with everything i own in a little black case, alone on the platform with the wind and rain on a sad and lonely face, no you don’t</p></blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="690" data-orig-width="670"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6a34b161136c9a1e4213e3e3bc12f787/404f015a22f80a9b-19/s640x960/56a687a9ff0e66da75bc153a71e26fd850d4dcc2.png" data-orig-height="690" data-orig-width="670"/></figure></blockquote>
<p>
Mother will never understand why you had to leave<br/>But the answers you seek will never be found at home<br/>The love that you need will never be found at home

<br/></p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spookywheeler.tumblr.com/post/654605375779241984/will-having-a-vision-what-if-the-mirror-of-your">spookywheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/654596839951253504">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://you-said-yes.tumblr.com/post/654579392593395712/okay-but-imagine-they-drop-a-video-of-an-empty">you-said-yes</a>:</p><blockquote><p>okay but imagine they drop a video of an empty swingset with the chains creaking preceding the will teaser………………</p></blockquote><p><b>Yes. But over the swingset, a huge storm is brewing and as it creaks louder and louder, it starts blowing in the wind.</b></p><p><b>The storm gets progressively louder, the atmosphere gets somber and as soon as the camera moves back, we see a red lightning. </b></p><p><b>The Mindflayer is looming over the swingset and just before the video ends, it glitches, we&rsquo;re in the Upside Down with a swingset hidden in the fog and covered in vines.</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="784" data-orig-width="598"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5fe34efce254e172e204f86074a6ee86/fa58c2b861fc6949-a8/s640x960/089dff9f317d298a485d9fb22a8d9380a2eb5c90.jpg" data-orig-height="784" data-orig-width="598"/></figure></div><p><b>It cuts to black and we hear someone whisper&hellip;</b></p><p><br/></p><p><i>&ldquo;Will&hellip; wake up&hellip;&rdquo;</i></p></blockquote><p>Will having a vision</p><p>What if &ldquo;the mirror of your dreams&rdquo; represents that, in Will&rsquo;s dreams, he&rsquo;ll see the &ldquo;mirror&rdquo; of reality? (A.k.a the upside down) </p><p>Also this is genius i want this in the show</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/misuser-of-the-speaking-weight/654608459472502784">misuser-of-the-speaking-weight</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i would like to see will byers with a walkman please and thank you </p></blockquote>
<p>We may see Mike with a Walkman if he indeed does end up travelling across the country to see the Byers. Would that be close enough?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://you-said-yes.tumblr.com/post/654571306174545921/hello-gays-and-theys-i-hope-you-appreciate-me-i">you-said-yes</a>:</p><blockquote><p>hello gays and theys i hope you appreciate me i found the video</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="364" data-orig-width="480" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qv19l52dfK1y3w02s.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qv19l52dfK1y3w02s.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":480,"height":364},"poster":[{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qv19l52dfK1y3w02s_frame1.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":480,"height":364}],"filmstrip":{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/previews/tumblr_qv19l52dfK1y3w02s_filmstrip.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":2000,"height":151}}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qv19l52dfK1y3w02s_frame1.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qv19l52dfK1y3w02s.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure><p>“there’s a lot of new characters, lots of new relationships. i would say it’s… unexpected.”</p></blockquote>
<p>Season 4, in a word, “unexpected.” Well, shots fired at the fan theory community.</p><p>I think Season 3 was described as “sad” when the cast was asked on a late night talk show.</p><p>As for the whole “new relationships” thing, I just want to caution people against becoming too excited. Naturally, there’s going to be new relationships, just as there are always new characters. Don’t read too much into such a vague statement. I know we’re all chomping at the bit for new info, but he didn’t really give us any.</p><p>I heard he also said he’ll be done filming in September, and that he hopes it’ll be out by the end of the year. This kid is a chaos entity sent to cause waves within the fan community.</p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/654566865866211328/why-is-mike-with-the-byers-in-season-4" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>The fan community seems to more or less be in agreement that Mike ends up with Will, El, and Jonathan at some point in season 4. But I’d like to see what people’s thoughts are on why. <br/></p><ul><li>A planned visit for Will’s birthday?</li><li>Running away after a fight at home?</li><li>Something happens and he just HAS to see them?</li><li>Cerebro busted?<br/></li><li>Blamed for something in Hawkins and needs to get away?<br/></li><li>Scared something happened to them?</li><li>Something else entirely?<br/></li></ul><p>Many of you spend so much time reading my thoughts, so I’d like to read some of yours. Please reblog or comment with your thoughts!<br/></p></blockquote>
<p>I’d call Mike a knight-in-shining-armour character, by which I mean that he needs to take charge or be protecting someone in order to feel useful. In Beyond ST, Finn Wolfhard spoke about how in S2 Mike only becomes himself (I’m paraphrasing) when he starts helping and taking care of Will. </p><p>That’s why, imo, it’s gonna be a combination of “scared sth happened to them” and “sth happens and he HAS to see them” (maybe with a little bit of running away thrown in for good measure). Something could happen in Hawkins that scares him and he decides to go to the Byers in order to protect them, because protecting people is where he finds himself, especially when the ‘people’ are either Will or El (not that they <i>need</i> his protection, but Mike does seem to perceive things this way at times). If he’s shown to feel lost at the beginning of the season, it would make even more sense, and would also play into the very likely angle of “Mike is running away from something”. </p><p>It would also be a pretty neat parallel to S2, where Mike literally ditches everyone else to go take care of Will, and I think rooting it in his care-taker tendencies makes sense. </p><p>This is just my opinion, of course, and I’m very excited to see what ends up happening in S4!<br/></p></blockquote>


<p>I like this angle. I was thinking Mike might get out right before weird stuff starts happening, leaving him largely unaware of what&rsquo;s going on. This really seems better, though.</p><p>The idea that he&rsquo;s there for it, and his first reaction is to make sure Will and El are ok? Totally in character for him, doubly so if he doesn&rsquo;t bother to tell anyone or he hasn&rsquo;t heard from them in a while. He&rsquo;d be extremely single minded at that point.</p><p>Great idea!</p>
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Body: <p>The fan community seems to more or less be in agreement that Mike ends up with Will, El, and Jonathan at some point in season 4. But I’d like to see what people’s thoughts are on why. <br/></p><ul><li>A planned visit for Will’s birthday?</li><li>Running away after a fight at home?</li><li>Something happens and he just HAS to see them?</li><li>Cerebro busted?<br/></li><li>Blamed for something in Hawkins and needs to get away?<br/></li><li>Scared something happened to them?</li><li>Something else entirely?<br/></li></ul><p>Many of you spend so much time reading my thoughts, so I’d like to read some of yours. Please reblog or comment with your thoughts!<br/></p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/654457129652076544/whoa-this-is-so-cool-if-its-st-i-had-wondered">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/im-supposed-to-put-a-name-here/654430506649272320">im-supposed-to-put-a-name-here</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1480" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4b0dbcb54689e9e569874cd65f9a28a9/4c8fd68817f01084-6c/s640x960/9c4d5d90bfe2e9e72328d1585a5a36695ef0e65b.jpg" data-orig-height="1480" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p class="npf_chat">If this is true then oh wow did we call the date or what?!</p><p class="npf_chat"><br/></p><p class="npf_chat"><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MiejfdJZqKqQKMufs8K3CGA">@willthecleric</a> I think I saw March 18th with you first?</p><p><br/></p><p class="npf_chat">Also, in this case, is it almost definite that Will&rsquo;s birthday is going to be relevant, do we reckon? (I think it&rsquo;s likely.)</p></blockquote><p>Whoa! This is so cool if it’s ST! I had wondered if it would be released around Will’s birthday/Easter. Thank you for posting this as otherwise I’d not have seen it.</p></blockquote>
<p>I saw this floating around earlier, but there’s real no way to verify any of it. There’s no apparent identification on where this message came from, and any dates could easily be placeholder dates. They can’t lie to shareholders on earnings calls, but they can estimate.</p><p>That said, it does follow existing patterns since seasons 2 &amp; 3 released near the holidays there took place during. The idea of waiting another 8 months, though&hellip;</p><p>If they were originally shooting for March 2021, then I wonder if the original shooting schedule was something like February-August 2020. I hope season 5 filming can start soon after season 4 releases. These kids are growing fast, and another year or two wait will make it hard for them to pass as younger teenagers.</p><p>The only other show I recognize on here is “popular martial arts dramedy” aka Cobra Kai. December seems like a reasonable release date for it. It started filming in January and finished in April. This would have it releasing just under a year after its previous season did. That’s efficiency. </p><p>Also, ouch for the shows that aren’t referred to as “popular.”</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://ainosukes-sadism.tumblr.com/post/654348263350206464/the-pizza-party">ainosukes-sadism</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/654348160278347776">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://you-said-yes.tumblr.com/post/654347973830000640/if-theyre-about-to-be-the-best-group-in-the-show">you-said-yes</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="823" data-orig-width="1106"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7632150dadc530fa15507a4d9ab8b814/9f1dd35bedc1f39b-ee/s640x960/e71aec19d2edc05b6f6eee47c467d626d83d88b3.jpg" data-orig-height="823" data-orig-width="1106"/></figure></div><p>if they’re about to be the best group in the show then they need a better name</p></blockquote><p>Pizza Party</p></blockquote><p>The Pizza Party</p></blockquote>
<p>I know we want something like this:</p><p>Mike: Lucas is off doing his own thing ever since he and Max broke up. Dustin is always hanging around with Steve. There is no Party anymore.</p><p>Will: Well, let’s start a new Party. You and Me.</p><p>But what about this:</p><p>Will: This place isn’t home without the Party.</p><p>Jonathan: Let’s start a new Party, you and me.</p><p>Argyle: *stoned*</p><p>Jonathan: And him.</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "e71aec19d2edc05b6f6eee47c467d626d83d88b3.jpg"

Post id: 654348160278347776
Date: 2021-06-18 16:50:34 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/654348160278347776
Slug: pizza-party
Reblog key: MMInVz4w
Reblog url: https://you-said-yes.tumblr.com/post/654347973830000640/if-theyre-about-to-be-the-best-group-in-the-show
Reblog name: you-said-yes
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://you-said-yes.tumblr.com/post/654347973830000640/if-theyre-about-to-be-the-best-group-in-the-show">you-said-yes</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="823" data-orig-width="1106"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7632150dadc530fa15507a4d9ab8b814/9f1dd35bedc1f39b-ee/s640x960/e71aec19d2edc05b6f6eee47c467d626d83d88b3.jpg" data-orig-height="823" data-orig-width="1106"/></figure></div><p>if they’re about to be the best group in the show then they need a better name</p></blockquote>
<p>Pizza Party</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/654290396106670080/everyone-knows-that-will-is-a-flannel-gay">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/itsonlystrange/654279827053035520">itsonlystrange</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/itsonlystrange/654279553958739968">itsonlystrange</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/itsonlystrange/654271859085475840">itsonlystrange</a>:</p><blockquote><p>WILL’S PHOTO DOUBLE WAS SPOTTED AND..YOU GUYS HES WEARING FLANNEL AGAIN. THIS IS HOW I WIN.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1498" data-orig-width="1017"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/919b4251891f0bfb674b0fc4f6b8ff24/d6451a31ddcb650b-da/s640x960/79efcfe6c14b5bc957e6a448525d9c0a9745ecf2.jpg" data-orig-height="1498" data-orig-width="1017"/></figure></div><p>THIS IS A WIN FOR THE WILL BYERS STANS.</p></blockquote><p>will byers stans we won. he’s wearing flannel again</p></blockquote><p>also i know some of you don’t like that he’s wearing this but u gotta remember that this has always been his fashion sense. it’s always been tons of layers with flannel and earth tones with pops of different colors, so it’s not surprising, remember? i want will to have a hot girl summer too but i think i threw away thatt dream for s4 once i found out lonnie’s actor was spotted on set JSJSJSJ</p></blockquote><p>Everyone knows that Will is a flannel gay. :)</p></blockquote>
<p>Fair point about it being his usual fashion sense.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="800" data-orig-width="800"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6d82d6a117323482af63b695f1e252a8/325dc46c245aaa5a-4c/s640x960/b24aec03307e71a11531db0263d5501a3ee43ce7.jpg" data-orig-height="800" data-orig-width="800"/></figure></div><p>Right down to the rolled up sleeves and long-sleeved white shirt underneath. Looks like the watch might still be there, too.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/xcherryblossoms/654274699433590784">xcherryblossoms</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/awhst-alt/654273802571776000">awhst-alt</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/xcherryblossoms/654273533473669120">xcherryblossoms</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://glowingshadows.tumblr.com/post/654271826958172160/we-have-byler-bts-pics-at-home">glowingshadows</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="797" data-orig-width="686"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b10d6b7c3f1384c45d05e80aece11bb6/685a9806ebb7eb7c-fe/s640x960/846519206507dd20f9d08bb98663a58e138a78f5.jpg" data-orig-height="797" data-orig-width="686"/></figure></div><p>‘we have byler bts pics at home!’</p></blockquote><p>I think that&rsquo;s Joyce&rsquo;s stunt isn&rsquo;t it??</p></blockquote><p>LAURA THATS MIKE’S DOUBLE</p><p>LOOK AT THE FREAKING MULLET</p></blockquote><p>IDK WJWJAKAKKSSK THE HAIR JUST LOOKS TOO LONG</p><p>like finns hair is not by his shoulder is it ???</p></blockquote>
<p>It is too long (based on the only actual shots of Mike we’ve seen), but who else could it reasonably be? Joyce is most likely off with Murray and Hopper. Doubles only need to resemble the characters from a distance, which is why Will’s double looks twice Will’s age, so it could just be longer to make sure people can notice it.</p><p>Of course, I’m no expert here, so I could easily be wrong. I’m just going off of what seems logical.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://st-and-popsicles.tumblr.com/post/654274947171106816/the-full-phone-number-on-the-surfer-boy-pizza-van" class="tumblr_blog">st-and-popsicles</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/654273646195556352/the-full-phone-number-on-the-surfer-boy-pizza-van" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>The full phone number on the Surfer Boy Pizza van is 805-749-9233. Granted, they could always digitally change the number in postproduction, but it’s all we have to go on for now. The area code (805) and exchange/prefix (749) place it in the general area of Santa Paula, CA, though it could have been different in 1986.<br/></p><p>It’s a real number, so they may do something with it like they did with Murray’s answering machine message. I doubt they have anything set up yet, though.<br/></p></blockquote>
<p>It currently connects to an advertisement for discounted car insurance.</p></blockquote>


<p>Like I said, I doubt they have anything set up yet.</p><p>It&rsquo;d be neat if one of the teasers was a commercial for Surfer Boy Pizza.</p>
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Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
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Body: <p>The full phone number on the Surfer Boy Pizza van is 805-749-9233. Granted, they could always digitally change the number in postproduction, but it’s all we have to go on for now. The area code (805) and exchange/prefix (749) place it in the general area of Santa Paula, CA, though it could have been different in 1986.<br/></p><p>It’s a real number, so they may do something with it like they did with Murray’s answering machine message. I doubt they have anything set up yet, though.<br/></p>
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Slug: our-king-looks-like-he-gets-more-banged-up-than
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://general-kj.tumblr.com/post/654169714716753920/people-have-been-predicting-steve-will-die-every">general-kj</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/654169438995775488/he-gets-hurt-every-season-so-i-cant-say-i-am">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spellboundmayfield.tumblr.com/post/654084635851096065/well-shit">spellboundmayfield</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Well shit…..</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1041" data-orig-width="691"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/795a4820b3033e3812fe418f92bfcbd9/7bdb0500f5c00473-9e/s640x960/bb49edae414dc48cf97cc302a0e5f626d2ac2296.jpg" data-orig-height="1041" data-orig-width="691"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="600" data-orig-width="858"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0f1eba09d9073e68a11e8062417eee3a/7bdb0500f5c00473-16/s640x960/76957d7e8153e2d8d03f4bc93d0587652191cbbb.gif" data-orig-height="600" data-orig-width="858"/></figure></div></blockquote><p>He gets hurt every season, so I can’t say I am surprised. I was actually expecting it. :( </p><p>S1: Jon beats him up</p><p>S2: Billy beats him up</p><p>S3: The Russians beat him up</p><p>S4: ????</p></blockquote><p>People have been predicting Steve will die every season, Steve getting beat up every season is better lol</p></blockquote>
<p>Our king looks like he gets more banged up than ever. Curiously, it doesn’t look like a beating, as his face seems okay, but I saw photos where he has what look like ligature marks on his neck. The fact that he’s bandaged suggests he survives, though, at least at first.</p><p>If he does die, they better make it a heroic scene. </p>
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Title: Wildest of Speculations!
Body: <p>Might as well throw out there how I think the season ends.</p><p><b>Wild Speculation #7: The Fall of Hawkins.</b></p><p>We get the sense that the town is actively fighting back against something (the Upside Down? Russians? Military takeover?). I’m thinking that the resistance fails, and the town is lost. Whether there are survivors remains to be seen, but the season ends on a bleak note. Jonathan, Argyle, Mike, Will, and El arrive in the pizza van to see destruction everywhere. Joyce, Murray, and Hopper are nowhere to be seen. Season 5 will be about trying to get reclaim it.</p><p>Narratively, this would set up the final season. On a deeper level, based on my own theories, it would also signify that Will can no longer keep locking away his trauma and other unwanted feelings. They’ve been pushing out for years now, and they’ve finally gained the upper hand.<br/></p><p>It’s always the darkest before the dawn.<br/></p>
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Title: More season 4 speculation!
Body: <p><b>Wild Speculation #4: Mike runs off to the Byers after being grounded for being associated with the Hellfire Club.</b></p><p>Mike runs off after Karen freaks the hell out over hearing about a Satanic Cult on the news. He may have already been planning to visit Will for his birthday. People either start disappearing after he’s gone or have just recently started disappearing. Mike either doesn’t leave a note, or it just doesn’t get to Karen. This leads to Karen having a moment like she did with Nancy where she realizes she’s not letting Mike find his way in life, and she’s afraid it’s too late to do anything about it. Cue bonecrushing hug in the final episode.<br/></p><p><b>Wild Speculation #5: Mike is largely unaware of the danger in Hawkins until late in the season.</b></p><p>Mike spends the bulk of the season with the Byers getting into his own adventure with Will and El, which may or may not involve El getting her powers back. He finds out about what’s happening after the situation is dire, possibly from a Cerebro call. The gang loads up the Mystery Mach-er, pizza van and heads back to Hawkins, but they don’t get there until the final episode.<br/></p><p><b>Wild Speculation #6: The season (not counting any sort of prologue or epilogue) starts a day or two before Will’s birthday and ends on Easter.</b></p><p>This would have the season take place over the case of a bit over a week. This is largely based on that school calendar we saw a while back, and the tendency for holidays to be worked into each season. Hopper returning on Easter would be a bit heavy-handed, but it works.<br/></p>
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Title: Wild Stranger Things 4 Speculation
Body: <p>There’s been a lot (comparatively) set photos coming out lately, which have my very bored mind going crazy. In fairness, the school year is over, and I literally have nothing to do now that I don’t have my second job. This is all fairly random, but it’s based on set photos.<br/></p><p>Note: If any of this is correct, then it’s due to extreme luck. I’m really just having fun spitballing here.<br/></p><p><b>Wild Speculation #1: Hawkins is invaded and the citizens need to fight back.</b></p><p>This might be the closest to being right, but I’m not really referring to the Mindflayer.<b> </b>I’m thinking that the “Russians” or some other human enemy tries to take over Hawkins due to the Gate which likely still exists to some degree.<b> </b>Somehow, the townspeople are convinced to stay and fight, rather than abandon the town.<b> </b>Think something along the lines of Red Dawn.<b> <br/></b></p><p><b>Wild Speculation #2: There is a second El.</b></p><p>El lost her powers after being bitten by the monster in season 3. There’s a lot of speculation that she is recaptured by Brenner and somehow gets her powers back. Instead, what if there’s somehow another El. There’s been a lot of “time travel” speculation, though I don’t think it’s exactly a time travel thing. But what if a season &frac12; era El somehow gets brought into the “present” time.<b> </b>Unlikely due to the actor having aged significantly since then, but I like it better than El somehow getting her powers back and making it back just in time to save the day again.<b> <br/></b></p><p><b>Wild Speculation #3: There is a “Satanic Cult” which may use the Hellfire Club as cover OR uses the Hellfire Club for recruitment.</b></p><p>The rank and file of the Hellfire Club probably don’t even know about this, but I don’t think the Upside Down threat comes out of nowhere. Something or someone is cultivating it, and needs followers to help. The Mindflayer needed people to further its goals in season 3, so I think it’s fair to say this will be needed again. It may start as an idiotic Doomsday Cult started by some copycat who saw the news reports, but this poor fool would then stumble upon something far more real than expected. Our heroes may need to go undercover in this cult to get to the bottom of it.<br/></p>Anyone else have any wild speculation they want to get into?
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spookywitchnerd24.tumblr.com/post/653897068933464064/seems-an-apocalypse-or-something-is-happening">spookywitchnerd24</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/stranger-leaks/653894950359105536">stranger-leaks</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1699" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d26020ce1fea3d40d6418fc16457e4fb/1cfcb708f2b77211-d5/s640x960/7c2eeadd8c1fc396085e7c11c238cca21e87c801.jpg" data-orig-height="1699" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div></blockquote><p>Seems an apocalypse or something is happening judging by the paramedics soldiers news crews firemen ect. </p></blockquote>
<p>It has me thinking that Will, Mike, and Jonathan (and El?) don’t get to Hawkins until things are already at an apocalyptic level.</p>
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<blockquote><figure data-orig-width="750" data-orig-height="745" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6be5110d3f31e37e3398d3dd338f866f/7c8aa37c2b869e6e-cd/s540x810/d79845325fa524d941c4a9eb31a4386dd320d6db.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="750" data-orig-height="745"/></figure><p><b>Amybeth McNulty as Vickie:</b> a cool, fast talking band nerd who catches the eye of one of our beloved heroes</p><figure data-orig-width="750" data-orig-height="750" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c77bccd73cd624586b38f4540d211d7d/7c8aa37c2b869e6e-81/s540x810/d0d931f8992fd0881f6ae851cfb0659b96900924.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="750" data-orig-height="750"/></figure><p><b>Myles Truitt as Patrick:</b> a Hawkins basketball star who has friends, talent, and a good life… until shocking events send his life spiraling out of control</p><figure data-orig-width="750" data-orig-height="749" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0d85067de01395334d74f0a7eff0ac9e/7c8aa37c2b869e6e-5c/s540x810/8805196ac379b39a88bdb315536157b2150b8508.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="750" data-orig-height="749"/></figure><p><b>Regina Ting Chen as Ms. Kelly:</b> a popular guidance counselor who cares deeply for her students - especially those struggling the most</p><figure data-orig-width="750" data-orig-height="739" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cb6ebc0f709551e90a92a4edf2c6435e/7c8aa37c2b869e6e-93/s540x810/6c664961eb7c9904d37530638d1cf238a35960e6.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="750" data-orig-height="739"/></figure><p><b>Grace Van Dien as Chrissy:</b> Hawkins’ High lead cheerleader and the most popular girl in school. But beneath the seemingly perfect surface lies a dark secret</p></blockquote>


<p>Maybe it means something and maybe it doesn&rsquo;t, but I can&rsquo;t help but notice that Vickie and Ms. Kelly&rsquo;s descriptions don&rsquo;t mention Hawkins like Chrissy and Patrick&rsquo;s do.</p><p>Plus, I&rsquo;m very much down for a popular, caring school counselor on TV, even if I&rsquo;m a bit peeved they didn&rsquo;t reach out to me.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/amsterdamhotelroom/653446585743818752">amsterdamhotelroom</a>:</p><blockquote><p>sometimes i remember that there is footage of 12 year old mike wheeler riding home from the quarry on his bike and wiping the tears from his eyes because he believes that will is dead and my brain explodes out of my skull </p></blockquote>
<p>I remember Finn saying something about him being upset they cut a scene like this. I wouldn’t be surprised if they find a way to work it in as a flashback of some kind.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/652509297515937792/finally-understanding-the-importance-of-the-lyrics" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Serious TW: (Su*cidal thoughts) warnings.Read at your own discretion. Like seriously skip this post if you need to.</p><p>when Will is saved by Joyce ( and is given cpr as if from drowning) the lyrics of the song are water based and very sad:   “<i><b>Where were you when I was lonesome</b>.Locked away in this freezing cold.Someone flying. I can’t tell, this night’s so old.I don’t want to swim the ocean<b>.I don’t want to fight the tide.I don’t want to swim forever.</b>When it’s cold<b> I’d like to die.</b>What was that, my sweet sweet nothing.I can’t hear you through the fog.<b>If I holler let me go. If I falter let me know.”</b></i></p><p>I could go into a whole tangent about the “cold water’ immagery in relation to the mf and his feelings/ the ‘fog’ of the upsidedown. But again <b>“If I holler let me go.If I falter let me know”</b> echos the lyric of another song that plays for Will-when Jonathan is talking about their dad not showing up “<b> you got to let me know.Should I stay or should I go?” </b>And how this correlates to Will’s subconscious thoughts of wanting to d*e because of their dad. The lyric of the song at the end of s1 essentially says -’<i>give up on me. No matter what I say.  I want to d*e’ </i>and the other lyric (that Jonathan played)  is Will’s doubts on whether or not to do so <i>-’begging for someone to say they want him to stay’.</i> Which is also personified by the fake-Will being found in a quarry and somehow “falling off’ the cliff into the water.  And this song is what Will constantly sings to himself in the foggy upsidedown- until he’s interrupted by the demogorgan (in d&amp;d called the “deep father”) and is k*lled by him.</p><figure data-orig-width="497" data-orig-height="460" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e8ab814f2f37c03e72e2a34fefb3369b/8d99ad02deb1a760-b2/s540x810/0295d0757179133a4d6dccbcaee2d7181eddddf4.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="497" data-orig-height="460"/></figure><p>Mike even mentions how Will sings this song a lot. The other lyric Will sings multiple times is also morose and about his subconscious thoughts on the matter “ <i>If I go it will be trouble. If i stay it will be double</i> (<strike>aka he wrongly  thinks it’ll be worse for others if he stays rather than goes</strike>). <i>So c’mon and let me know-should i stay or should I go?”</i></p><figure data-orig-width="639" data-orig-height="232" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/466923fd014002fa190ea5fe4ef62d54/8d99ad02deb1a760-03/s540x810/73972d3645cec2279606aaebcc6bacf15da10974.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="639" data-orig-height="232"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="2803" data-orig-height="1512" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/988414dde5fa63f5c5c03a45c7b2ef92/8d99ad02deb1a760-44/s540x810/f184a146f562653f62ebce6627a1b204da612c2f.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2803" data-orig-height="1512"/></figure><p>The song “should i stay or should I go” Is also played in the shed in s2 by Jonathan . There’s a song montage of everyone telling nice stories about Will to this song. Then the song pauses- and we see the morse code spell out “close gate” -and this would k*ll him. But despite this he says to close the gate- after they all said how important he is to them and are all begging for him to “stay” - not “go”. But during his mf possession-when he likes it cold- the lyric and title of the other song title from the end of s1 comes to mind <b>“When it’s cold I’d like to die” </b>(by moby). <br/></p><figure data-orig-width="384" data-orig-height="206" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9994838078f0fb4baab9396fb4174633/8d99ad02deb1a760-7c/s540x810/36ec53a3ea5065219f9b6091b7492dd881fd084e.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="384" data-orig-height="206"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="742" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c1bedc4b027a1bd43433dc566e6dafbb/8d99ad02deb1a760-d9/s540x810/c3a7a2711e30873832c6fd0f621d270f9b1b6822.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="742"/></figure><p>It’s very telling the moby song from s1 only started playing the second Will started breathing again. The specific lyrics that played  during said scene were “<i> I don’t want to swim the ocean. I don’t want to fight the tide. I don’t want to swim forever. when it’s cold I’d like to die.”</i> (even the placement of each line of lyric is suspicious).</p><figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="1117" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9b262cf7e74af8b42c9743421af3eda4/8d99ad02deb1a760-6b/s540x810/3861afe43670c1a06d93865c46bda72b0b3e055c.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="1117"/></figure><p>Weird song lyric for them to play-after just saving Will and bringing him back from the brink of death…</p><p>Obviously, i expect a good ending to this- and the theme of loved ones helping Will through such times and him getting better.  Similar to Hopper’s speeches (about mental health) at the end of s2-3 alluding to this. But man… that still hurts to just now realize. </p></blockquote>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "0295d0757179133a4d6dccbcaee2d7181eddddf4.png",
 "73972d3645cec2279606aaebcc6bacf15da10974.png",
 "f184a146f562653f62ebce6627a1b204da612c2f.png",
 "36ec53a3ea5065219f9b6091b7492dd881fd084e.jpg",
 "c3a7a2711e30873832c6fd0f621d270f9b1b6822.png",
 "3861afe43670c1a06d93865c46bda72b0b3e055c.png"

Post id: 651557545784279040
Date: 2021-05-18 21:34:57 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/651557545784279040
Slug: just-like-me-its-a-good-sign
Reblog key: wANaAlHG
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/crazy-2gether/651556790205595648
Reblog name: crazy-2gether
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/crazy-2gether/651556790205595648">crazy-2gether</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Still can’t believe mike and will are both aries </p></blockquote>
<p>Just like me. It’s a good sign.</p>
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<p>No lie, I sometimes pull up the intro of Stranger Things on YouTube. </p><p>It really is amazing in its simplicity.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spookywheeler.tumblr.com/post/651392728239915008/hes-probably-gonna-have-it">spookywheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/private_523892838?651392236677922816"></a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://spookywheeler.tumblr.com/post/651391899312275456/will-will-still-have-a-bowl-cut-noah-said-it-xd">spookywheeler</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/private_523892838?651391396116365312"></a>:</p><blockquote><p>Now that Will won’t have his bowl-cut will we get to see Mike having a gay panic moment? </p></blockquote><p>Will will still have a bowl cut, Noah said it xD</p></blockquote><p>Oh whoops, thank you for clarifying! I’d still like to see Mike have a gay panic moment though </p></blockquote><p>He&rsquo;s probably gonna have it</p></blockquote>
<p>We may have been told he’ll have it, but we weren’t told he’d have it for the entire season.</p><p>Just some food for thought as we continue to wait.</p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/650741889364115456/el-and-morality" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I don’t know about the rest of you, but the latest teaser left me with a feeling of intense dread. We see these kids playing in a seemingly carefree manner, but then Brenner comes walking in. He greets them, and they obediently respond. They’re all very used to it by this point, and they all call him Papa. He claims to have something special for them, but then we cut over to El’s isolation room and hear Brenner asking her if she’s listening.</p><p>Why does this fill me with dread? Mainly because the previous teaser showed some similar images to what we see in this one. The 8-ball, for example, is shown on one of the monitors, only it is covered in blood. It leads me to believe that something terrible happened that day. With Brenner asking if El is ready, then the shot of who appears to be El opening her eyes as if from a nightmare, has me wondering if he used her for something that resulted in the deaths of the other kids.<br/></p><p>It’s by no means the most likely scenario for this teaser, but it’s where my mind went. The eerie music, the heavy breathing (ostensibly El’s), the fear on El’s face, it sends an ominous message. Is El remembering something from long ago? Is this a new group of kids in Brenner’s new facility? Is it just a nightmare fed with fear and guilt since she couldn’t save anyone? I really don’t know, but the idea that El may have been used to test the “worth” of the other subjects led me down an interesting road. 
 Whether it was a “training exercise” gone wrong or a deliberate 
“culling” of the weak, I can’t shake the feeling that El did something 
that she desperately doesn’t want to remember. <br/></p><p>If Brenner intended to use these kids to his own ends, then they should hold no allegiance to anyone but him. Emotional attachments to anyone else would be a risk in his eyes. They would need to have total, unquestioning obedience regardless of what he may ask them to do. For El to be the tool he wishes her to be, she would need to not think twice about killing. Brenner would have instilled in her, and the others, a need to garner his approval. This is why he teaches them to see him as a paternal figure instead of a doctor or teacher. We’ve seen him try to get El to kill a cat, but she refused. This upset him. Yet, we also see her have little issue killing in other circumstances. She’s somehow developed a sense of morals despite being manipulated from birth.</p><p>Morals are an interesting phenomenon. The entire concept of right and wrong really is subjective when you think about it. It’s a very abstract concept, and the way we think about it changes as we mature. However, it is also heavily influenced by external sources. In this case, Brenner would seemingly have total control over how his “children” learn to evaluate the morality of a given situation. I’ve previously spoken about El’s mental development, and how Brenner would have wanted to nurture certain intellectual domains, but restrict others. Here I want to discuss a similar process with the psychology of morality. Specifically, we will explore how El may have been manipulated into doing something that we, as viewers, would find horrific, yet come to develop a system of morals in spite, or perhaps because, of that. <br/></p><p>Lawrence Kohlberg conceptualized the development of morality as coming in 3 levels
(Pre-Conventional, Conventional, and Post-Conventional), broken down into 6 stages . These stages are more or less cumulative, as previous stages help pave the way for later ones. There’s no clear-cut ages for these stages, but level 1 generally encompasses early childhood, level 2 is later childhood and adolescence, and level 3 adulthood. The first level contains the more “primitive” or basic moral frameworks, obedience/punishment driven and self-interest driven. This is a level defined by a more egocentric understanding of the world, as it revolves around what’s “good” being what results in a positive consequence, and what’s bad being what results in a negative consequence. For children, this means learning what’s “good” as a result of an external reinforcer(i.e. “Papa) and then developing this into a sense that it can be used for a mutual benefit (”If I do what Papa says, he will be happy, and I will be rewarded.”). Since it’s still a stage defined by self-interest, there is no loyalty here, and such relationships will deteriorate once it is no longer beneficial.</p><p>This may have been Brenner’s fatal flaw. Most individuals wouldn’t move onto the Conventional level until adolescence. While these kids may have had some basic sense of loyalty to “Papa” since it’s possibly all they ever knew, it would still be easily shaken. If you offered these kids some candy, they’d probably do whatever you said unless there was enough fear preventing them from doing so. Fear, not loyalty. El was afraid of Brenner. She may have done his bidding for a long time, but it was because his approval meant better treatment, not because his approval was of value in and of itself.</p><p>Given El’s age when she escaped, she was on the cusp of adolescence. Thus, she may have been developing some early features of the 3rd stage, which we can call the “good boy/girl” stage. Here, a person would want to be considered “good” for its own sake, and would look to society for what that means. For our purposes here, Brenner and the lab could have been attempting to be the “society” that the kids would judge themselves with. They would evaluate the morality of an action based on how the others would judge them for it. This is possibly where Brenner wanted the kids to be, only with no concept of what good or bad is beyond what he instilled in them.</p><p>That may have been something of a clumsy explanation of the relevant stages of morality, but I didn’t want to get too technical. The important things to take away from this is that El’s sense of right and wrong would have largely have been defined by what resulted in her being happy and/or rewarded. She may have wanted Brenner’s approval, but only because it meant good treatment. The problem here is that El may have been getting her needs met elsewhere: the other kids. If we presume, for the sake of argument, that El developed friendships with the other kids, then we could say that these relationships interfered with the total control that Brenner would want. If she gets older and starts caring more about how they feel about her than how Brenner feels, then his power over her weakens. This is where things get potentially scary.</p><p>Let’s say Brenner noticed this happening. El is the most promising, and most dangerous, of his subjects. He must maintain total control over her. However, she is very friendly with the other kids, running the risk of developing attachments that would lead to a more conventional morality. So, Brenner sets up a scenario. He isolates El for an extended period of time, possibly even telling her that the other kids accused her of misbehavior. He tells her that they don’t care about her like he does. El, being in those early stages of moral development, starts to see them as bad since they result in her being hurt. In a real world situation, one kid would be able to do something nice for another in this situation to smooth things over, but this isn’t possible with El in isolation. Then comes the day when Brenner has “something special” in mind for the kids. He’ll see if they’re worth the time and effort, while also finding the extent of El’s obedience.</p><p>None of this means El is a bad person, as we will generally see kids acting with such selfishness. One kid gets mad at another for stealing their toy, but fifteen minutes later they’re playing together as if nothing happened. However, kids generally don’t have superpowers they can use instead of pushes and mean words. There’s also usually adults around to help mediate such issues, whereas Brenner would probably want to encourage it to ensure they wanted his approval and his alone.</p><p>It’s possible that whatever happened that day changed El and Brenner’s entire dynamic. Whether El was responsible for what (possibly) happened or was just made to witness it, it didn’t have the desired effect for Brenner. We later see El reluctant to kill unless it was to protect (or punish). It’s still unclear where that moral distinction came from, but it suggests that she no longer saw Brenner’s approval as beneficial. <br/></p><p>What happened after Brenner walked into that room? Why did he ask if El was listening? Is a present day Brenner asking if present day El is listening while she was remembering/dreaming? Or is the voice a past Brenner asking if past El is listening to his instructions?  <br/></p><p>Now, this could all be nothing. A good teaser will try to get us hyped up without giving anything important away. The “are you listening” might not even be from that scene at all in reality, or it could just be for the teaser. Still, I thought it a good opportunity for an exploration of morality in someone raised from birth to be a tool or weapon. <br/></p><p>
Something happened somewhere to make El believe there were right and 
wrong times to hurt or kill someone, and I just think this may have been
 a pivotal moment. I think we first see her kill (or at least serious 
injure) when she breaks out of her isolation cell. That can be explained
 by her 

still largely being in the first level of morality. Being in that cell was not in her own best interest, and she reached a point where she didn’t see a way to improve her situation. She may not have intended to kill the orderlies, but it was also not of concern to her. However, we also see her be more deliberate with Troy. First, she merely makes him wet himself, which is a remarkably clever solution. Later, she breaks his arm, but it appeared to only be due to him holding a knife as she simply knocked James down. When it came to the agents or the demogorgon, though, she was prepared to kill again. When she went with Kali to find one of the Lab men, she was ostensibly prepared to kill him until she realized there were kids around. The only pattern I can really see is that she will kill monsters or adults, but she’s reluctant to harm (at least seriously harm) kids or leave them without a caregiver. <br/></p><p>I feel like this shows her being caught in between Pre-Conventional and Conventional levels of morality. She’s still largely going off of her own self-interest, but she’s also starting to consider the thoughts and feelings of others, namely her newfound friends. El seems to really want to keep them safe to the point that she risks her own safety. One could say that their approval, particularly Mike’s, is of value to her. She wants them to see her as good, and she attempts to conceal anything that would make her seem “bad” in their eyes, such as the fact that she’s messing with the compass or the fact that she opened the Gate. <br/></p><p>We don’t really know how much time would have occurred between the event I hypothesized from the trailer and when El breaks free of the Lab. It’s possible that something happened there to get El to see some sort of moral distinction. She will prank, or even disable, a kid, but she somehow sees serious harm or killing of them as wrong. This leads me to believe that she harbors some type of guilt from her time in the Lab. It could be survivor’s guilt, especially if Brenner made her bear witness to the other’s being hurt or killed. It could also be something far worse if Brenner compelled her to hurt or kill them herself. Regardless, something happened somewhere along the time to get her to no longer as seeing her life in the Lab as “good,” leading to her escaping.<br/></p><p>I think this is another one of those posts that got away from me, but hopefully I got my point across. If I try to hard to edit this thing, it’ll never get posted. Again, I have no idea what the teasers are suppose to mean, but they got me started on this train of thought. If you made it this far, then I apologize for those minutes of your life that you’ll never get back.<br/></p></blockquote>
<p>This is so fascinating! You’ve got me thinking about El’s
characterization, and what plot developments it makes easier or
harder to imagine are coming, from some new angles. I don’t think
your post got away from you. You’ve brought in some really
interesting things to think about ^_^</p><p>Your discussion of Kohlberg brings to mind for me the work of
Carol Gilligan, who contributed to his research in child moral
psychology but was critical of his conclusions. She pointed out that
his research tended to attribute greater moral development to boys
than to girls of similar age. She argued this was because Kohlberg
had defined more advanced stages of moral development in terms of
ability to reason abstractly from the particulars of situations to
universalizable principles about features shared with other
situations. For Kohlberg, maturing morally was a matter of (in
Gilligan’s words) “a progressive freeing of thought from
contextual constraints.”</p><p>For instance, in Kohlberg’s initial research a boy aged 11 or 12
would be presented with a hypothetical situation in which a husband
considers stealing a drug he can’t afford from a pharmacist because
his wife will die if she doesn’t have it. Asked to evaluate the
dilemma, the boy might appeal to abstract (albeit Conventional)
principles of justice: “stealing is against the law, and he
shouldn’t break the law;” or “the law doesn’t work if
everyone breaks it, so he should also accept the legal punishment for
stealing the drug“. Kohlberg noted that girls tended in contrast to
find it harder to make moral judgements than boys, and to defer to
others’ judgements more readily. Gilligan identified distinct
developmental paths to emotional maturity in boys and girls to
account for the differences Kohlberg noted, in the process explaining
the differences somewhat, er, differently.</p><p>Gilligan accepted Kohlberg’s levels of development
(Pre-Conventional, Conventional, Post-Conventional) but refined his
definitions of their constituent stages. Her research with girl
subjects found that girls’ judgements compared to boys’ were more
contextual; more often referred to narrative details about relevant
relationships; and were more likely to invoke the standpoint of
specific others in situations with which they were concerned. Her
central claim is that there are distinct “voices,” or styles of
moral reasoning, that she calls ethics of justice (abstract,
principled) and ethics of care (concrete, particular). Everyone uses
both styles at least some of the time, but individuals will tend to
favor one of them over the other – and this favoring, for crucial
developmental and social reasons, is highly correlated with gender.</p><p>Care ethics is hugely important within my own areas of study,
feminist philosophy and women’s and gender studies. To the extent
that ethical philosophy has historically left out the care
perspective, it’s had an incomplete, because gender-biased, picture
of moral life and experience; so quite a bit of the
feminist-philosophical “program” is revising evaluative
strategies that have been misguided by previously unchallenged bias.
Gilligan’s “crucial developmental and social reasons” for
gendered favoring of one or the other style of moral reasoning are a
huge can of worms, or maybe like a party-sized case of cans of worms,
so I won’t try to go deep into it because I have to stop expositing
somewhere :) But I feel I should at least make clear: I’m not
claiming (nor does Gilligan as far as I understand her) men and women
differ <i>essentially</i> or universally in moral reasoning style;
nor that either style should be considered “better” than the
other. Also, as an enby trans person I don’t love the binary
framework of the discussion, but most of the existing science is done
on these terms so it’s what we’ve got to work with here.</p><p>But what does all this have to do with El and Brenner and the new
teaser? A few thoughts.</p><p>Your point about Brenner’s need to maintain control over El, and
how he might have tried to maintain it, has me wondering like you how
much control it <i>can</i> be possible for him to have over her
indefinitely. Ironically, Brenner’s job would probably be much easier
if his subjects weren’t children. (Weird as that is to say.) Any army
needs to perform some degree of indoctrination of its soldiers. This
is not entirely a dirty word – it will cover anything that instills
the “values of the organization,” including at least implicitly
some moral appeal to make sense of the organization’s reasons for
existing. We know Brenner himself is driven just about purely by
self-interest – but he’s had to sell his work to unseen superiors,
we assume on some ghoulish MKUltra-esque commie-fightin’ grounds.
And if El weren’t almost the child soldier she almost is – if she
was a Steve Rogers rather than a Laika – Brenner could relatedly
invoke universal principle to assuage her conscience. “I know it
feels awful hurting the fella on the other side, but the stakes in
this fight are the value of freedom itself, which is pretty darned
important, son—” that kind of thing. (Please imagine I said that
in an impeccable Reagan voice.)</p><p>Instead, for reasons basic to the concept of the show, Brenner
works on kids. Nearly all of whom are girls. I think you’re
absolutely spot on that El probably developed relationships with
other subjects that presented a threat to Brenner because they could
help meet her emotional needs independent of him. It makes so much
sense that it’s going to be my hc unless and until it’s contradicted
by new information :) <i>And</i>, also of interest for me, of the
seven Brenner test subjects established so far canonically and
quasi-canonically, only one is male (Ricky, aka Three). The possible
gender dynamics this suggests are now shaping how I’m imagining the
crisis of Brenner’s control of El could have happened. It makes me
feel it’s unlikely Brenner could have compelled her to seriously harm
the other subjects. Admittedly I just don’t <i>want to believe</i> he got her to hurt other subjects, but her refusing to do it might cohere with things that happen later to
El, and make sense of some less significant things she does.</p><p>(I know I’m going out on a limb referring to characters who only
appear in the comics, but: some of those other girls had ongoing,
normal-ish home lives while also spending time in the Lab—something
closer to Will’s relationship with the Lab under Owens in s2 than
El’s in s1. That was until Events brought things to a head, which
maybe, now that I think about it, motivated Brenner’s resort to the
methods of control he applies to El and her onscreen cohort. All to
say, Brenner <i>may</i> not have isolated El entirely from influence
by safe women.)</p>
<p>After El escapes the Lab’s milieu of Pre-Conventional coercion
partially salved by an improvised particularist ethic of care, she
soon falls in with.. *checks notes* uhh, a bunch of 12-year-old boys.
Hmmm.</p>
<p>(Conventional, Stage 4, Law-and-order? Yes, I’m our paladin,
that’s what I said.)</p>
<p>Later there’s a struggle in the Party over using El’s powers to
find Will, with uncomfortable parallels to Brenner’s exploitation.
She runs away, and interestingly, when confronted by a
mouth-breathing man attempting to withhold food from her, she <i>doesn’t</i>
harm him (though she does destroy property). Later the Party makes
up, on terms that in Kohlberg’s terms ring very Conventional.
(Especially with Lucas and Mike: Lucas’s admiration of the military,
and how that comes through in his manner of speaking with his friends
in s1, could be a whole essay by itself.)</p>
<p>Finally though, inside Hawkins Middle School, it’s Joyce who
reaches El first in a way that seems ethically sound, despite the
fact that El is about to give Joyce something she wants, her effort
to find Barb and Will in the Upside Down. Joyce is the first person
to acknowledge El’s perspective, the first person to thank her for
anything—and in that conversation she refers to El and their
situation with gendered and relational terms (“you’re a very brave
<i>girl</i> […] everything you’re doing, for my <i>boy</i>, for
Will, for my <i>family</i>… thank you.” It’s a moment heavily
femininely coded, which I think is significant…</p>
<p>I’ve rushed through this last part because I realize I’m long past
my own point of stop-editing-or-you’ll-never-post, so I’ve neglected
actually getting to my point. I’m just going to hit Submit and hope
somebody else wants to add something, which is always the best goal
of effortposting ^_^</p>
<p>TL;DR though is that for now as far as the incident the teaser
shows us I’m going with survivor’s-guilt theory over
she-did-it-whatever-it-was theory, because gendered implications of
El’s character development convince me Brenner would find it harder
than he’d expect to coerce her into harming other Lab subjects.</p></blockquote>


<p>I love this contribution. I wasn&rsquo;t very familiar with the work of Gilligan, so thanks for bringing it to the discussion.</p><p>There are definitely differences between genders in many things, though I would hypothesize that much of that is due to how society influences gender roles (as opposed to any natural source). Females in general have been assigned the &ldquo;nurturer&rdquo; role, which is more receptive to a emphasis on caring in regards to morality. I&rsquo;m very much fond of the feminist framework of psychology and the focus it puts on forced gender roles/norms and how they can negativity affect people of all genders. </p><p>In this case, however, I&rsquo;m not sure how much of a role gender plays. I would think Brenner would eschew traditional gender norms in favor of encouraging whatever traits he finds most valuable in his subjects. In El&rsquo;s case, she came into his &ldquo;care&rdquo; without any preexisting socialization, which gave him carte blanche to make her who he wanted her to be. The flaw in the plan, though, could have been the other kids, as we&rsquo;ve both mentioned.</p><p>As far as we know, El was the only one in the program from birth, meaning the others would have been more or less socialized like any other kid. They could have been confounding variables that Brenner overlooked or thought he had controlled for. It&rsquo;s very possible that any of them could have passed along a more typical, caring female mindset along the way. </p><p>I&rsquo;m still full of dread over that teaser, but I&rsquo;d be very happy if it wasn&rsquo;t what I initially feared. Not that, say, the others being punished and El having had to watch or something would necessarily be much better.</p>
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<a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/627080364243009537/what-kind-of-a-father-do-you-think-hopper-will-be">What kind of father would Hopper be to Will?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/627268512537247744/i-noticed-that-we-rarely-see-will-and-el-coincide">We rarely see Will &amp; El together</a><br/></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/629373742443905024/how-do-you-think-the-characters-will-react-to">How would other characters react to Will (and Mike) being gay?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/629909875310362624/how-do-you-think-the-will-and-the-rest-would-react">How would characters react to Will having made the Upside Down?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/630267940347002880/yoo-i-was-wondering-if-its-all-right-to-do-an">Mr. Clarke</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/630552807059193856/some-fans-say-that-its-ableist-to-suggest-that-el">It’s not ableist to acknowledge El’s stunted development</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/633443294941233152/hi-i-just-read-your-evil-will-post-what-makes">Will we see an “evil Will”?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/633716896797196288/sorry-if-youve-already-mentioned-this-but-if-the">Lucas wanting to be more manly</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/634176752312352768/my-friends-and-i-occasionally-play-that-made-up">The main characters’ strengths and weaknesses</a><br/></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/634442658533752832/you-think-billy-made-the-self-sacrifice-play-on">Billy standing up to the Mindflayer</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/636525247683870720/do-you-think-when-dustin-saw-wills-body-being">Does Dustin regret his last words to Will in s1e1?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/637155422366760960/who-do-you-think-would-be-most-likely-to-sacrifice">Who is most likely to pull a sacrifice play?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/648665942882222080/how-old-do-you-think-eleven-jane-is-mentally">El’s mental age</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/650741889364115456/el-and-morality">El and Morality</a><br/></p><p><b>Love &amp; Relationships</b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186280065033/mike-and-eleven-are-an-unhealthy-couple-and-other">Mike and Eleven are an unhealthy couple, and other ST relationship notes</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186308146813/were-we-gay-baited-the-issue-of-will-and">Were we Gay-Baited? The Issue of Will and Byler/Byeler, a Discussion of Apophenia, Identification, and Empathy</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186767710108/what-do-you-think-of-mike-and-elevens-kissing">Mike &amp; El’s kissing was meant to be uncomfortable to watch</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/187174090898/do-you-think-they-realized-that-after-the-fight">Will was only upset by Mike &amp; El even though his other friends were dating</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/621928679812038656/whats-your-opinion-on-jancy">Jancy</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622269293185417216/its-not-my-fault-you-dont-like-girls-how-one">“It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!”: How one line sparked a pointless debate</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622910719032246272/heteronormativity-and-its-impact-on-stranger">Heteronormativity and its impact on Stranger Things</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623104470799269888/could-you-do-an-analysis-on-billy-and-steves">Billy &amp; Steve’s “relationship”</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623261573786550273/hiya-id-love-to-see-your-thoughts-on-the-ship">Elmax</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623570677344141312/do-you-have-a-take-on-how-max-and-mike-each-behave">Max and Mike both control El in a way</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623925026839756800/do-you-think-its-possible-that-byler-and">Is Byler’s buildup an accident?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/624453077784739840/what-do-you-think-of-when-mike-said-i-love-her">“I love her, and I can’t lose her again!”</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625560222770020352/does-the-fact-that-jonathan-took-a-photo-of-nancy">Nancy being ok with Jonathan taking pictures of her</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625623880861614080/a-lot-of-people-think-that-even-if-bob-survived">Joyce would choose Bob over Hopper had he survived</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625980405652340737/what-do-you-like-and-dislike-the-most-about-jancy">The good and bad of Jancy and Jopper</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/626480940301058048/will-it-be-ok-for-you-if-steve-doesnt-find">Steve doesn’t need a girlfriend to be happy</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/627555818853810176/if-byler-is-going-to-be-canon-will-it-change-els">How would El react to Byler?</a><br/></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/627171141141823488/sometimes-i-wonder-about-how-relationships-would">How would relationships be affected by supernatural trauma?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/627811764576403456/i-respect-your-opinion-and-even-if-our-opinions">The established relationships aren’t as good as they look</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/627881913424756736/since-which-episode-you-started-to-think-that">When did I start believing in Byler?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/628476410995048448/what-is-to-you-the-biggest-byler-proof-and-how">Byler is about the little things</a><br/></p><p><b>Season 4<br/></b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186281895538/what-were-not-shown-may-predict-season-4">What we’re not shown may predict Season 4</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186456638278/stranger-things-4-soundtrack-ideas">Stranger Things 4 Soundtrack ideas</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/190866365353/still-alive-and-still-anticipating-season-4">Still alive, and still anticipating Season 4</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/621842076928278528/season-4-what-do-we-know">Season 4: What do we know?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623825797565890560/any-theories-on-kalis-return-in-s4-theres-some">Kali in Season 4?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/624257385253437440/how-do-you-think-the-writers-wouldshould-handle">Will’s development post-S3</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/624364473759711232/what-do-you-want-to-see-from-max-in-s4">Max in Season 4</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/624466109381394432/what-are-some-songs-youd-like-to-see-in-next">More Season 4 soundtrack ideas</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/624480669710565376/what-song-would-you-like-to-use-for-season-4">Season 4 Jopper music</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625175996694429697/are-there-any-new-team-ups-and-interactions">Interactions I’d like for Season 4</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/626273580532023296/do-you-think-that-we-may-be-introduced-to-new">Will there be new Numbers?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/626547607540580352/whats-your-take-on-the-will-has-powers-theory">Will we see Will with superpowers?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/630988960822378497/breaking-down-the-leak">Breaking down the “leak”</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/636247885791526912/if-mike-really-suffers-from-his-sexuality">How might Mike react to a sexuality crisis?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/636689230214627328/i-read-a-theory-where-someone-thought-the-november">November 17th, 1985 would have been a Sunday.</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/638430807751573504/do-you-have-any-thoughts-on-the-theory-that-mike">My thoughts on Mike visiting the Byers in Season 4</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/645759877154734080/hi-i-hope-youre-doing-well-ive-seen-some">Time travel in season 4?</a><br/></p><p><b>Miscellaneous (posts about the show itself, expanded universe, etc.)<br/></b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186379238518/suspicious-minds-thoughts-and-observations">Suspicious Minds: Thoughts and Observations (spoilers)</a><b><br/></b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622472772880318465/why-i-stop-short-of-hope">Why I stop short of hope</a><br/></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623178680938774528/if-you-could-rewrite-one-scene-in-stranger-things">If I could rewrite 3 scenes</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623179233153433600/if-you-could-ask-the-duffer-brothers-three">The 3 questions I’d ask the Duffers</a><br/></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623534719752110080/top-5-favourite-st-characters">Top 5 Stranger Things characters</a><b><br/></b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625123593654779904/top5-favorite-st-ships">Top 5 Ships</a><b><br/></b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625275696527343616/which-st-actors-do-you-think-are-the-most-talented">Most talented/charismatic actors</a><b><br/></b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/626482063353298944/you-might-have-answered-something-close-to-this">Who on the show do I relate to?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/638682360733417472/do-you-think-that-the-audiences-overall-favor-of">Will the feelings of the fans/actors influence the Duffers’ decision?</a><b><br/></b></p></blockquote>
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<blockquote><p><b><small><i><span class="npf_color_chandler">Updated on May 11th 2021</span></i><span class="npf_color_chandler">  </span></small></b></p><h2>Hello there!</h2><p><small>I started this side-blog as an outlet for my obsession with Stranger Things so that I would stop rambling about it to my less-than-interested friends and family. I’m grateful to all the nerds in this corner of Tumblr that have made me feel less alone in my appreciation for this fantastic series and its characters.</small></p><p><small>I know that it’s impossible to know what will happen next in Stranger Things 4, but I think the Duffer Brothers and the writing team are very clever storytellers and there are a lot of intentionally established details, clues, and underlying plot-threads in the series that are exciting to analyze and theorize about.</small></p><p><i><small>To quote one of a favorite ST bloggers:</small></i></p><p><small><a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/645059977924476928/how-could-one-enter-the-new-season-with-little-to">“Let your theories and expectations drive your excitement, but don’t let them be why you do or don’t like a show. You like this show because of what the writers, actors, set designers, and others have given us”</a> - <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </small></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="245" data-orig-width="500" data-tumblr-attribution="freetheintp:Ig32gI6MXwA6gVGlcgp6rw:ZtVkLg2ZjDUJL"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e1ccee1ae385bcbffe180bb29aad3c99/e4803c307ca3fefe-e1/s2048x3072/514dbd8f9b5be9085a0398f9482cc1e2f004feac.gif" data-orig-height="245" data-orig-width="500" data-media-key="e1ccee1ae385bcbffe180bb29aad3c99:e4803c307ca3fefe-e1"/></figure><h2><b><span class="npf_color_chandler">General Analysis / Discussion:</span></b></h2><p>⭐ <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/640323828785053696/we-cant-know-what-we-dont-know">We can’t know what we don’t know: the value of fandom skepticism</a></p><p>🗣 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/625489306859012096/trouble-communicating-misunderstandings-and">Trouble Communicating, Misunderstandings, and Lying in Stranger Things 3</a></p><p>💩 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/622992832156876800/its-bullsht">It’s Bullsh*t!“</a> (re: season 3’s focus on toxic substances and junk)</p><p>🌏 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/642961204914028544/hey-heres-a-curiosity-door-to-open-i-know-next">The Dungeons &amp; Dragons Multiverse and parallel worlds in Stranger Things</a></p><p><a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/623260494409728000/no-you-are-not-inherently-being-homophobic-if-you">💭 Re: racism and homophobia in the fan community </a></p><p>🐰 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/630885451522359296/rumors-and-leaks-ahoy">Rumors and Leaks, Ahoy</a>! Re: season 4</p><p>👥 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/631140809797976064/i-see-fans-worrying-about-season-4-having-new">So many new characters!</a> Re: season 4</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="320" data-orig-width="540" data-tumblr-attribution="watermelon-sugarrr:2kb3RIVFW6t0aQZffbyMyQ:ZEOtWW2lszbdU"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6f7ce290611478e6b63574c279e59e51/e4803c307ca3fefe-04/s2048x3072/60ba1360d82c9a4220f29ae6b3cbded2fd703104.gif" data-orig-height="320" data-orig-width="540" data-media-key="6f7ce290611478e6b63574c279e59e51:e4803c307ca3fefe-04"/></figure><h2><span class="npf_color_niles"><b>Regarding “ships”</b></span></h2><p>💔 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/637497464117755904/i-saw-a-post-a-few-weeks-ago-that-had-some-fans">Regarding “anti” tags (please read)</a></p><p>👨‍❤️‍👨<a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/635143443333677056/okay-but-can-we-talk-about-how-weird-people-say">The strength of Will &amp; Mike’s friendship</a></p><p>💜 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/635820651272437760/if-byler-doesnt-happen-how-would-you-react-i">My response to an Ask: “If Byler doesn’t happen how will you react?”</a></p><p>👫 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/624906039252434944/anti-mileven">Am I “anti-Mileven?”</a></p><p>💌 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/634337280341000193/youre-gonna-be-mighty-disappointed-when-you">My response to an Ask:</a> <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/634337280341000193/youre-gonna-be-mighty-disappointed-when-you">“Why would the writers spend so long building up a relationship to cast it aside?”</a></p><p>💛 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/634730837062090752/after-you-so-thoughtfully-answered-that-last-anon">In response to an Ask: “How do you think The Duffers could write it, if mileven ends up not being endgame, in a way that was accessible and easy to understand and like for casual viewers?”</a></p><p>❓<a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/634603342388248577/why-do-you-think-some-fandoms-are-most-likely-to">“Why do you think that some fandoms are more heteronormative than others?”</a></p><p>❤ <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/627703082703273984/thank-you-for-asking-strangerbylerss-i-was-a">My hopes for how Will and Mike’s dynamic might be resolved by the end of the series</a></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="250" data-orig-width="500" data-tumblr-attribution="theafictionados:h3VFTvhJXF9y43_PogDbqg:ZvK06eYb3S6vOm00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/475ba7ae791e2ef57f387cee12847556/e4803c307ca3fefe-f1/s2048x3072/6b0929ab74f683621c05736a6dea4191c3893cdf.gif" data-orig-height="250" data-orig-width="500" data-media-key="475ba7ae791e2ef57f387cee12847556:e4803c307ca3fefe-f1"/></figure><h2><span class="npf_color_chandler"><b>My blogposts exploring my interpretation that Stranger Things is about a DID System:</b></span></h2><p><i><small>*My theories about this hypothetical are often notably different from kaypeace21’s. When messaging either of us please remember that we are two different fan-theorists that each have our own ideas regarding this interpretation of the series. Thanks!</small></i></p><p>🎞 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/640933099485773824/kaypeaces-theory-was-hard-enough-to-understand">“Caught between two slides?” Will and Mike’s conversation on Halloween</a></p><p>✨ <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/640780524585107456/i-found-an-excerpt-from-will-byers-secret">Will Byers: Secret Files, and Will’s description of the first times he met El</a></p><p>🧠 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/627288164092067840/i-noticed-that-we-rarely-see-will-and-el-coincide">What is going on with the eerie parallels between Will and El?</a></p><p>✨ <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/640942892235571200/i-think-you-have-an-interesting-take-on-the-did">The Wicked Witch of the West, Captain Hook, and coping with real-life fears within fantasy worlds</a></p><p>🎁 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/643417827302424576/popular-fan-accounts-were-gifted-matryoshka-dolls">Matryoshka Dolls!</a></p><p>🗺 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/647863003401912320/i-saw-a-post-of-an-updated-map-of-hawkins-on">Hawkins Maps: are they sometimes “upside down” in certain episodes?</a></p><p>🙃 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/635061911646568448/on-stranger-things-day-this-year-the-official">“Am I in the Upside Down?”</a></p><p>🤔 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/641216675966058496/well-what-do-you-think-the-evil-wanted">“What did the evil want?” “To kill.” “To kill you?” “No. Not me. Everyone else.”</a></p><p>🏞 “<a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/637770298193854464/hello-i-just-read-through-most-of-your-theories">What do you think is going to happen with the Upside Down especially if Will and El’s connection grows?</a>”</p><p>🧠 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/637128887385587712/you-think-wills-did-personality-disorder-will">“Do you think they will address DID (referred to in the 80s as multiple personality disorder) in the series itself?”</a></p><p>🔮 “<a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/640122509064388608/your-theory-is-very-interesting-how-would-you">How would you expect a ‘big reveal’ might happen?”</a></p><p>🤯 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/640083405984448512/will-and-el-are-technically-the-same-person-along">“Will and El are technically the same person? Along with Hopper? Did I get that right? This is so confusing.”</a></p><p>🤔 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/637131207282491392/i-find-the-did-theory-to-be-interesting-but-dont">“The only ones that I have seen supporting this theory are Byler shippers that want Will to have a more important role.”</a> (*P.S. All alters are important)</p><p>👀 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/636966820388143104/do-you-think-theres-any-relation-or-symbolism">“Do you think there’s any relation or symbolism between a Brenner and Lonnie other than being shitty/abusive father figures?”</a></p><p>💭 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/637249147032010752/its-pretty-much-a-given-that-dr-brenner-will-be">Speculation on Dr. Brenner’s rumored return in season 4 or 5</a></p><p>🦸‍♀️ <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/637355659883675648/im-sure-this-has-been-talked-about-somewhere-but">“What are the source of their powers?” (I share my “first layer” and “second layer” meta theories/thoughts in this response re: the DID theory)</a> + a brief <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/637801196175998977/the-fictive-alter-theory-holds-a-lot-of-weight-for">follow-up Ask regarding the concept that El’s powers might only exist in internal worlds if she is a fictive alter</a></p><p>🤱 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/636052240891805696/do-you-know-who-i-am">Is there a Joyce who is not “mom” ?</a> </p><p>💞 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/640770069543223296/do-you-think-that-portraying-a-portion-of-our">“Do you think that portraying a portion of our characters as alters would remove their depth? Would portraying female characters and characters of color as alters of Will remove their agency?”</a>  </p><p>👮‍♂️<a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/635957386351427585/i-still-find-the-theory-that-stranger-things-is">Hopper is a protector and (maybe?) another gatekeeper in the DID System</a>?</p><p>🧙‍♂️ <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/637140594599313408/guardian21-people-were-asking-why-mindflayer">Could Hopper actually have either been the inspiration for the persona of Will the Wise or eventually be reborn/transformed into a wizard-like protector?</a> (I may or may not write a longer blogpost about this thought eventually.)</p><p>📽 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/640415375108014080/happy-video-store-friday-everyone-if-anyone">Conceptual Video Edit (footage from 8 films from the Video Store Friday list)</a></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="304" data-orig-width="540" data-tumblr-attribution="stevesnailbat:ydW50tBgaJn0R4mVFfbY-g:ZWuNAWZOIqhm8u00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/99c6a9787ae984bbd0b5b907d4d2c046/e4803c307ca3fefe-39/s2048x3072/ed044f76a833877af584bd79a37a6653f0a99cc2.gif" data-orig-height="304" data-orig-width="540" data-media-key="99c6a9787ae984bbd0b5b907d4d2c046:e4803c307ca3fefe-39"/></figure><h2><span class="npf_color_ross"><b>My Art</b></span></h2><p>🍬 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/626838595043573760/for-the-411-followers-celebration-thing">Reeses for Dart</a> </p><p>👦 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/628021809971904512/can-i-get-a-little-mike-wheeler">Mike Wheeler</a> </p><p>⚡ <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/628106421052063744/congrats-on-411-followers-keep-up-the-great-work">Will the Wise protecting Sir Michael</a></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="371" data-orig-width="550" data-tumblr-attribution="sapphicbuckley:LUqCpPDxhSeIux3sW8Kpug:Z3g8mTZpQoipWq00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/86aa442a0e1fc16be7eec4d25d502062/e4803c307ca3fefe-9a/s2048x3072/cb4b94d7088b05b9a713ab2e716d8974d9ca6332.gif" data-orig-height="371" data-orig-width="550" data-media-key="86aa442a0e1fc16be7eec4d25d502062:e4803c307ca3fefe-9a"/></figure><h2><b><span class="npf_color_chandler">Here are a few posts written by others that I appreciate:</span></b></h2><p><a href="https://11byers.tumblr.com/post/646567998243700736/talk-to-us-girl-what-else-do-you-have-to-say">El and motherly love</a> analysis by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mlV0HROMuLSMlT7OMNwUHCQ">@11byers</a> </p><p>👪 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/635262166813081600/i-was-thinking-why-did-no-one-in-wills-funeral">“I was thinking why did no one in Will’s funeral gave their condolences to Joyce? They gave them to Lonnie but ignored Joyce.”</a> reply written by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </p><p>👬 <a href="https://finalgirlwillbyers.tumblr.com/post/641771968439386112/ignoring-romantic-context-i-think-when-mike-and">“I think when Mike and Will are perceived as two young gay men, they become such fascinating foils, especially in the context of how closeting and heteronormativity manifest.</a>” by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mYKgRD4FudSWpf6t10qYH8Q">@finalgirlwillbyers</a> </p><p>💬  <a href="https://11byers.tumblr.com/post/631550809736429568/some-byelers-were-talling-about-how-all-the"> &quot;I’m tired of black characters being perceived as hurdles for white characters to overcome.“</a> (Re: Lucas Sinclair) by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mlV0HROMuLSMlT7OMNwUHCQ">@11byers</a> </p><p>🏳️‍🌈 <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622910719032246272/heteronormativity-and-its-impact-on-stranger">Heteronormativity and its impact on Stranger Things</a> (re: Mike and Will) by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </p><p>🎤 <a href="https://magicalfairy.tumblr.com/post/649761263024521216/byler-vs-mieven-analysis-based-on-the-greatest">Never Gonna Give You Up</a> (blessed shipping satirical analysis, because we need more laughs) written by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mJG9usM51Cn6b2Y6NnkC1GA">@magicalfairy</a> </p><p>🌈 <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/641774300386476032/why-do-you-think-so-many-fans-even-those-who">&ldquo;Why do you think so many fans, even those who wouldn’t be considered casual viewers of the show, think that those who romantically ship Mike and Will are kidding themselves?”</a> by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </p><p>🎞 <a href="https://irlbuckley.tumblr.com/post/628193941829894144/this-was-made-a-long-time-ago-and-im-surprised-i">A beautifully illustrated animated Mike and Will video</a> created by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m5xR8cPa-GDgOL4JJHXlRZw">@irlbuckley</a> </p><p>🏳️‍🌈 <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622215663887515648/its-not-my-fault-you-dont-like-girls-how-one">“It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!”: How one line sparked a pointless debate</a> by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/m4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </p><p>💔 <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/625200888596873216/byler-fight-vs-mileven-breakup">Byler Fight vs Mileven Breakup</a> by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> </p><p>🧠 <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/630381573477482496/some-of-your-favorite-characters-are-wills-split">Some of your favorite characters are Will’s split personalities (psych/narrative analysis)</a> CW: abuse, sexual assault, psychological trauma (a content warning is also noted before the section in the post itself),  by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> </p><p>💬 <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/638152429185220608/im-a-survivor-too-and-i-found-that-certain">“I’m a survivor too”</a> A response to criticism of fans that recognize certain implied real-world horrors in the series (cw: CSA, rape, abuse) <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> </p><p>📽 <a href="https://strangerclips.tumblr.com/post/621828856784076800/video-store-friday-masterlist">Video Store Friday masterlist</a> by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mzYHCtVAxIy7nnK2Fvzi-sg">@strangerclips</a> </p><p><i><b><small><span class="npf_color_chandler">Updated on May 11th 2021  </span></small></b></i></p></blockquote>
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<blockquote><h1>Crash-course for all the evidence of Will creating the mindflayer/upsidedown</h1>
<p>* Honestly I’ve talked about this stuff in my did theories- where I explained how the upsidedown/mf/ the lab subjects/ and russians all connect back to Will. But since <b>so may people assume that Will got his powers from the upsidedown/mf rather than Will creating it all subconsciously (with his powers).</b> Thought i’d do a short analysis of just that connection (without boggling it down with those other plot lines that are interconnected) . <strike>*So I’m not mentioning the lights -because it interconnects with the numbers/lab.</strike>I’m just going to  list every example in short succession from every season for brevity’s sake (so it won’t be structured as eloquently as prior analyses). </p>
<h2>refresher of how Will influences the mf/upsidedown  …</h2>
<h2>S1) </h2>
<p>Will in s1e1 to Dustin says if he could have any comic it would be the <b>xmen</b>. Dustin later  says “do you think - el was <b>born with her powers like the xmen</b>? &ldquo; Will plays a d&amp;d game saying the demogorgan got him -so it does irl. Will writes stories where bad guys weakness are fire so the mf/ demogorgans are lit on fire in s1-3 (and it’s their weakness). Will watches poltergeist so Will is forced to be the child character in that film- who was trapped in a alternative dimension and could only speak to their mother through tech. in s1 Mr clarke describes the vale of shadows (later the upsidedown) as being <b>created by “necrotic” (’dead’-zombie boy) and shadow (shadow monster) magic</b>. In d&amp;d the Vale of Shadows, is  as a lush valley hidden in the mountains that holds a sacred pool with the power to <b>make dreams reality</b>. The demogorgan is literally called the &quot;deep father” in d&amp;d. We see it attack Will  when using lonnie’s gun (in lonnie’s shed). And it knocks the bat out of Jonathan’s hand too. (Baseball/hunting were taught by their dad lonnie).  The demogorgan also hurts a deer- mirroring Jonathan’s story about how Lonnie  forced him to kill a rabbit and how this upset him as he was a fan of the film bambi.  Will’s password for cb is rhadagast a wizard who protects Wildlife (the opposite of Hunter-lonnie/the demogorgan) . <strike>(in s1 he spit up a slug- in d&amp;d putting a slug in a humanoid can create/turn that humanoid into a mf).</strike></p>
<figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="546" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/64fad5fd92fa427b5e1b17bf540261a1/d76e163be48bcc91-0c/s2048x3072/b2c93ba2cd09ba5cf5f18fab1e2ec5e531bdcc58.png" data-orig-height="546" data-orig-width="540" data-media-key="64fad5fd92fa427b5e1b17bf540261a1:d76e163be48bcc91-0c" alt="image"/></figure><h2>S2)</h2>
<p> Will plays digdug (a videogame about underground) tunnels so the mf creates tunnels. Will’s dog dies so demogogans become demo-dogs.  He also watches Ghostbusters- where a character is possessed by the ‘gate keeper’ and can control demon dogs. So this happens to Will too -similar to s1 with poltergeist .In s1 , Hopper even mentions the book Cujo about a violent dog, who is replaced by a new dog named ‘Willie’ (to allude to this).In s1 we see  Mike holding a drawing of Will’s- where Will’s wizard has lightning powers (coming from his hand). everytime Will uses tech in s1, the phones explode and lighting appears out of them- hopper makes a BBQ joke about the burned phones.later in s2 the mf has these same lightning abilities and the lab technician makes the same BBQ joke.Joyce even describes the tunnels of the mf/ that Will’s draws as “like lightning.”  </p>
<figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="354" data-orig-width="852"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7c28810581aeb5ea82836e3d08555b1f/d76e163be48bcc91-85/s2048x3072/2f613e39af0c6c7571055f22c9f536198da28648.png" data-orig-height="354" data-orig-width="852" data-media-key="7c28810581aeb5ea82836e3d08555b1f:d76e163be48bcc91-85" alt="image"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="240" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9725b859bf56bacff562ea95f5780463/d76e163be48bcc91-d5/s2048x3072/3986d98415d2311d2e23dac64890b52ccbdb0174.png" data-orig-height="240" data-orig-width="540" data-media-key="9725b859bf56bacff562ea95f5780463:d76e163be48bcc91-d5" alt="image"/></figure><p>A lab tech calls Will a wizard-and they monitor his brain waves, record him on video, just like they did to El .(when the mf first appears at Will’s house- the lab techs even notice ).  The drawing of the mf is next to a baseball (Lonnie ref) and Will says it was a drawing for a story he wrote. In s2 Nancy describes the mindflayer (but she’s actually describing Will).“So this thing is like a<b> brain that’s controlling everything.</b>” (she even calls it the mind-flamer- hinting at it’s connection to Will the wise’s fire powers). And Dustin says  it “takes over minds with it’s highly developed psyionic abilities “. Hopper then says “So how do we kill this thing shoot it with fireballs?”And Dustin says “ No, No, fireballs (s1/2/3) you summon an undead army (s3).”But Mike actually nails it on the head when he says, “If the brain dies the body dies … closing the gate will kill him(referring to Will<b>).”Because it’s not the mindflayers’ brain - it’s Will’s brain ( a “hive mind” Like owens said </b>). Owens in s2e1 (BEFORE the mf possession) says Will’s ‘anniversary affect’ would make him remember “<b>tra*matic memories” and this could cause “personality changes” .</b> I mean… Owens wasn’t entirely wrong was he? Will even feels his neck in s2 and says it has to do with “memories” he can’t remember. Similarly, mr clarke mentions phineus gage who after an accident has a “complete change in personality” (and the shot pans to Will).</p>
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<p>Will (the zombie boy) writes a story about juju zombies after watching a film about zombies at starcourt in s3 - then the mf that creates the undead army -which was also foreshadowed in s2 (and similar to Will’s d&amp;d story).  And we see Will wrote this d&amp;d story in front of “the thing” poster. So the mf creates a flesh monster resembling the creature in that film too.  We also see someone get bit (el) like in his story and when his friends retcon his ending to be about “sacrificing themselves via explosion (Hopper).” Will just says “fine you win”.Also, the shadow monster is now called the Mindflayer - and mimics the mf from d&amp;d (both can control rats with their powers).  </p>
<figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="338" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d4052efd6039878c23092ad485552304/d76e163be48bcc91-d0/s2048x3072/97e5962450ef1e68ffeb76ad688fb9583537ae3d.png" data-orig-height="338" data-orig-width="540" data-media-key="d4052efd6039878c23092ad485552304:d76e163be48bcc91-d0" alt="image"/></figure><p>Will in s2-3 grabs the back of his neck and he attributed it to “memories”, “dreams”, and sensing the mf. Will created castle byers after his dad left and he grabs the bat in cb next to his Will the wise drawing (lonnie ref) and destroys cb with said bat . Then Will touches his neck and admits the mf has returned.  EVERY moment Will senses the mf can be loosely connected to Lonnie. Lonnie used to call him h*mophobic sl*rs so anytime he subconsciously thinks of his feelings towards Mike the mf appears-1st time it’s on one of their ‘movie dates’, 2nd time when Mike and El walk off together down the hill to make-out, 3rd time right after he smashed castle byers after Mike says “it’s not my fault you don’t like girls”, 4th time (after the fight with Mike) when Billy is yelling to open the door (a trigger) and confides in Mike, 5th time when Mike asks him to go away so he can talk to El in the hospital waiting area, and 6th time when Mike says he loves El. The 7th time is when Jonathan is fixing up a car -something Lonnie used to do.Lonnie fixes up cars as a hobby-showing his remodeled car to Jonathan in s1 . Will then senses the mf and grabs his neck-which he said are connected to old “memories”.  max and Mike are silent until Jonathan says  says “got it (the distributor)”. Then Mike screams for his older sibling. We also see in s1 Jonathan checked to see if Lonnie threw Will in his trunk- something the mf does to some of his victims in s3.</p>
<p>Dustin and susie sing “n<b>ever ending story”- which is literally about a seemingly normal boy  named Sebastian with a bowl cut (and single parent home) subconsciously making a fantasy world being invaded by a dark force (representing the loss of hope/dreams) that only his imagination powers can fix </b>. <i>“make believe i’m everywhere … <b>what you dream will be</b>…Rhymes that keep their secrets <b>Will</b> unfold behind the clouds.And there upon a rainbow Is the answer to a never ending story” .<strike> Cough-Will’s rainbow ship he CREATED</strike>.</i>Both times the  lyric plays  “Rhymes that keep their secrets WILL “ ( it pans to Will). </p>
<figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="195" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d6ad3c5ceb72afb2e5576d336ff8e2c0/d76e163be48bcc91-d1/s2048x3072/b65751256a4ac5693274770ed37e5bbe717eda12.png" data-orig-height="195" data-orig-width="540" data-media-key="d6ad3c5ceb72afb2e5576d336ff8e2c0:d76e163be48bcc91-d1" alt="image"/></figure><p>The film also follows a false chosen one who everyone says is supposed to save fantasia- named Atreyu (el). Specifically, for that plotwist that Sebastian (Will) that has to be the one to do so , not Atreyu. In the novel/film-<i>Atreyu (who was deemed the ‘chosen one) is<b> knocked from Falkor’s back</b>, and into the <b>sea of possibilities</b>. There he wakes on the <b>shore of abandoned ruins.</b> </i></p>
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<figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="396" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e2f4835820b42407002c48333e4297aa/d76e163be48bcc91-dc/s2048x3072/3ccde8efb12e150455c1d421802f728b066b8787.jpg" data-orig-height="396" data-orig-width="640" data-media-key="e2f4835820b42407002c48333e4297aa:d76e163be48bcc91-dc" alt="image"/></figure><p>-Before the duet, Susie tells dusin she’s reading “ <b>a wizard of earthsea” and ged is about to save his world. The book is about a boy-wizard  named Ged (Will) who casts a powerful spell, but the spell goes awry and instead he releases a shadow creature! The new Archmage, Gensher, describes the shadow as an ancient evil that wishes to possess Ged. But the ‘shadow’ turns out  to be a representation of the darkest aspects of his personality. And the only way for the world to be saved is for the 2 to merge and for Ged to accept himself . </b></p>
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<p>Will says he’s a wizard ( writing on a music tape in s3 “will the wise-wizard mix’ and having his password for castle byers be ‘rhadaghast’- a lotr wizard). The way they describe d&amp;d Wizards matches Will/mindflayer perfectly “<i>Wizards are adepts and magicians who combine according to the type of their spells. Relying on the subtle weaves of magic that permeate the universe, wizards are able to create spells of </i><b>explosive fire, sparking lightning,</b><i> subtle deception, and </i><b>gross mind control. </b><i>Their magic </i><b>summons monsters from other planes of existence, predicts the future, and turns defeated enemies into zombies.</b><i> Their most powerful spells can transform one substance into another, summon meteors from the sky, and</i><b><i> open portals to other worlds</i></b><i>” </i><b>(all these powers Will the wise/mf are implied to have)</b></p>
<p>Silent hill videogames/movies (duffers cited as inspo):. “Th<b>e bad guys faked Alessa’s death. Kaufmann prepared a substitute body of alessa;  and performed the fake “autopsy (like Will) </b>. <b>She had precognition (future/intuition) and pyrokinesis (fire) -just like Will the wise.  Alessa’s latent psychic abilities are triggered and she shrouds Silent Hill in fog and an altered reality</b> to prevent her ab*sive parent’s schemes from advancing. Many of the <b>drastic changes that befall the town in the game, such as the horrific creatures that come to inhabit it, are conjured from her imagination and delusions. </b>“ </p> <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/650807436633047040/honestly-ive-talked-about-this-stuff-in-my-did" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
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<p>I don’t know about the rest of you, but the latest teaser left me with a feeling of intense dread. We see these kids playing in a seemingly carefree manner, but then Brenner comes walking in. He greets them, and they obediently respond. They’re all very used to it by this point, and they all call him Papa. He claims to have something special for them, but then we cut over to El’s isolation room and hear Brenner asking her if she’s listening.</p>
<p>Why does this fill me with dread? Mainly because the previous teaser showed some similar images to what we see in this one. The 8-ball, for example, is shown on one of the monitors, only it is covered in blood. It leads me to believe that something terrible happened that day. With Brenner asking if El is ready, then the shot of who appears to be El opening her eyes as if from a nightmare, has me wondering if he used her for something that resulted in the deaths of the other kids.<br/></p>
<p>It’s by no means the most likely scenario for this teaser, but it’s where my mind went. The eerie music, the heavy breathing (ostensibly El’s), the fear on El’s face, it sends an ominous message. Is El remembering something from long ago? Is this a new group of kids in Brenner’s new facility? Is it just a nightmare fed with fear and guilt since she couldn’t save anyone? I really don’t know, but the idea that El may have been used to test the “worth” of the other subjects led me down an interesting road. 
 Whether it was a “training exercise” gone wrong or a deliberate 
“culling” of the weak, I can’t shake the feeling that El did something 
that she desperately doesn’t want to remember. <br/></p>
<p>If Brenner intended to use these kids to his own ends, then they should hold no allegiance to anyone but him. Emotional attachments to anyone else would be a risk in his eyes. They would need to have total, unquestioning obedience regardless of what he may ask them to do. For El to be the tool he wishes her to be, she would need to not think twice about killing. Brenner would have instilled in her, and the others, a need to garner his approval. This is why he teaches them to see him as a paternal figure instead of a doctor or teacher. We’ve seen him try to get El to kill a cat, but she refused. This upset him. Yet, we also see her have little issue killing in other circumstances. She’s somehow developed a sense of morals despite being manipulated from birth.</p>
<p>Morals are an interesting phenomenon. The entire concept of right and wrong really is subjective when you think about it. It’s a very abstract concept, and the way we think about it changes as we mature. However, it is also heavily influenced by external sources. In this case, Brenner would seemingly have total control over how his “children” learn to evaluate the morality of a given situation. I’ve previously spoken about El’s mental development, and how Brenner would have wanted to nurture certain intellectual domains, but restrict others. Here I want to discuss a similar process with the psychology of morality. Specifically, we will explore how El may have been manipulated into doing something that we, as viewers, would find horrific, yet come to develop a system of morals in spite, or perhaps because, of that. <br/></p>
<p>Lawrence Kohlberg conceptualized the development of morality as coming in 3 levels
(Pre-Conventional, Conventional, and Post-Conventional), broken down into 6 stages . These stages are more or less cumulative, as previous stages help pave the way for later ones. There’s no clear-cut ages for these stages, but level 1 generally encompasses early childhood, level 2 is later childhood and adolescence, and level 3 adulthood. The first level contains the more “primitive” or basic moral frameworks, obedience/punishment driven and self-interest driven. This is a level defined by a more egocentric understanding of the world, as it revolves around what’s “good” being what results in a positive consequence, and what’s bad being what results in a negative consequence. For children, this means learning what’s “good” as a result of an external reinforcer(i.e. “Papa) and then developing this into a sense that it can be used for a mutual benefit (”If I do what Papa says, he will be happy, and I will be rewarded.”). Since it’s still a stage defined by self-interest, there is no loyalty here, and such relationships will deteriorate once it is no longer beneficial.</p>
<p>This may have been Brenner’s fatal flaw. Most individuals wouldn’t move onto the Conventional level until adolescence. While these kids may have had some basic sense of loyalty to “Papa” since it’s possibly all they ever knew, it would still be easily shaken. If you offered these kids some candy, they’d probably do whatever you said unless there was enough fear preventing them from doing so. Fear, not loyalty. El was afraid of Brenner. She may have done his bidding for a long time, but it was because his approval meant better treatment, not because his approval was of value in and of itself.</p>
<p>Given El’s age when she escaped, she was on the cusp of adolescence. Thus, she may have been developing some early features of the 3rd stage, which we can call the “good boy/girl” stage. Here, a person would want to be considered “good” for its own sake, and would look to society for what that means. For our purposes here, Brenner and the lab could have been attempting to be the “society” that the kids would judge themselves with. They would evaluate the morality of an action based on how the others would judge them for it. This is possibly where Brenner wanted the kids to be, only with no concept of what good or bad is beyond what he instilled in them.</p>
<p>That may have been something of a clumsy explanation of the relevant stages of morality, but I didn’t want to get too technical. The important things to take away from this is that El’s sense of right and wrong would have largely have been defined by what resulted in her being happy and/or rewarded. She may have wanted Brenner’s approval, but only because it meant good treatment. The problem here is that El may have been getting her needs met elsewhere: the other kids. If we presume, for the sake of argument, that El developed friendships with the other kids, then we could say that these relationships interfered with the total control that Brenner would want. If she gets older and starts caring more about how they feel about her than how Brenner feels, then his power over her weakens. This is where things get potentially scary.</p>
<p>Let’s say Brenner noticed this happening. El is the most promising, and most dangerous, of his subjects. He must maintain total control over her. However, she is very friendly with the other kids, running the risk of developing attachments that would lead to a more conventional morality. So, Brenner sets up a scenario. He isolates El for an extended period of time, possibly even telling her that the other kids accused her of misbehavior. He tells her that they don’t care about her like he does. El, being in those early stages of moral development, starts to see them as bad since they result in her being hurt. In a real world situation, one kid would be able to do something nice for another in this situation to smooth things over, but this isn’t possible with El in isolation. Then comes the day when Brenner has “something special” in mind for the kids. He’ll see if they’re worth the time and effort, while also finding the extent of El’s obedience.</p>
<p>None of this means El is a bad person, as we will generally see kids acting with such selfishness. One kid gets mad at another for stealing their toy, but fifteen minutes later they’re playing together as if nothing happened. However, kids generally don’t have superpowers they can use instead of pushes and mean words. There’s also usually adults around to help mediate such issues, whereas Brenner would probably want to encourage it to ensure they wanted his approval and his alone.</p>
<p>It’s possible that whatever happened that day changed El and Brenner’s entire dynamic. Whether El was responsible for what (possibly) happened or was just made to witness it, it didn’t have the desired effect for Brenner. We later see El reluctant to kill unless it was to protect (or punish). It’s still unclear where that moral distinction came from, but it suggests that she no longer saw Brenner’s approval as beneficial. <br/></p>
<p>What happened after Brenner walked into that room? Why did he ask if El was listening? Is a present day Brenner asking if present day El is listening while she was remembering/dreaming? Or is the voice a past Brenner asking if past El is listening to his instructions?  <br/></p>
<p>Now, this could all be nothing. A good teaser will try to get us hyped up without giving anything important away. The “are you listening” might not even be from that scene at all in reality, or it could just be for the teaser. Still, I thought it a good opportunity for an exploration of morality in someone raised from birth to be a tool or weapon. <br/></p>
<p>
Something happened somewhere to make El believe there were right and 
wrong times to hurt or kill someone, and I just think this may have been
 a pivotal moment. I think we first see her kill (or at least serious 
injure) when she breaks out of her isolation cell. That can be explained
 by her 

still largely being in the first level of morality. Being in that cell was not in her own best interest, and she reached a point where she didn’t see a way to improve her situation. She may not have intended to kill the orderlies, but it was also not of concern to her. However, we also see her be more deliberate with Troy. First, she merely makes him wet himself, which is a remarkably clever solution. Later, she breaks his arm, but it appeared to only be due to him holding a knife as she simply knocked James down. When it came to the agents or the demogorgon, though, she was prepared to kill again. When she went with Kali to find one of the Lab men, she was ostensibly prepared to kill him until she realized there were kids around. The only pattern I can really see is that she will kill monsters or adults, but she’s reluctant to harm (at least seriously harm) kids or leave them without a caregiver. <br/></p>
<p>I feel like this shows her being caught in between Pre-Conventional and Conventional levels of morality. She’s still largely going off of her own self-interest, but she’s also starting to consider the thoughts and feelings of others, namely her newfound friends. El seems to really want to keep them safe to the point that she risks her own safety. One could say that their approval, particularly Mike’s, is of value to her. She wants them to see her as good, and she attempts to conceal anything that would make her seem “bad” in their eyes, such as the fact that she’s messing with the compass or the fact that she opened the Gate. <br/></p>
<p>We don’t really know how much time would have occurred between the event I hypothesized from the trailer and when El breaks free of the Lab. It’s possible that something happened there to get El to see some sort of moral distinction. She will prank, or even disable, a kid, but she somehow sees serious harm or killing of them as wrong. This leads me to believe that she harbors some type of guilt from her time in the Lab. It could be survivor’s guilt, especially if Brenner made her bear witness to the other’s being hurt or killed. It could also be something far worse if Brenner compelled her to hurt or kill them herself. Regardless, something happened somewhere along the time to get her to no longer as seeing her life in the Lab as “good,” leading to her escaping.<br/></p>
<p>I think this is another one of those posts that got away from me, but hopefully I got my point across. If I try to hard to edit this thing, it’ll never get posted. Again, I have no idea what the teasers are suppose to mean, but they got me started on this train of thought. If you made it this far, then I apologize for those minutes of your life that you’ll never get back.<br/></p>
</blockquote>
<p>Honestly …. I hope El didn’t do something so horrific she’d regret. If the reason she has a weak point for kids, animals, and some people has something to do with the past. I wonder if Elfen lied (which the duffers said was inspo for El) comes into play. The anime has telekenetic girls (named as numbers) kept in a lab by a scientist named “papa”.</p>
<p>The most infamous/most memorably scene in the series is a flashback of her life when little . The kids are in a class room and hurt her pet dog (<strike>her only friend) </strike>and she loses control of her powers and explodes all the other kids in the classroom with her telekenesis . gif of scene- warning bl**d. That first teaser of the bl**dy rainbow room kind of made me think of that scene a bit.</p> <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/650745621273264128/el-and-morality" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
<p>That’s a very interesting possibility. <br/></p><p>I swear, half the reason I make these posts is the fact that someone out there will get an idea because of it. These are ideas I wouldn’t ever come up with myself because I’m unfamiliar with details like the things the Duffers used as inspiration.<br/></p>
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Body: <p>I don’t know about the rest of you, but the latest teaser left me with a feeling of intense dread. We see these kids playing in a seemingly carefree manner, but then Brenner comes walking in. He greets them, and they obediently respond. They’re all very used to it by this point, and they all call him Papa. He claims to have something special for them, but then we cut over to El’s isolation room and hear Brenner asking her if she’s listening.</p><p>Why does this fill me with dread? Mainly because the previous teaser showed some similar images to what we see in this one. The 8-ball, for example, is shown on one of the monitors, only it is covered in blood. It leads me to believe that something terrible happened that day. With Brenner asking if El is ready, then the shot of who appears to be El opening her eyes as if from a nightmare, has me wondering if he used her for something that resulted in the deaths of the other kids.<br/></p><p>It’s by no means the most likely scenario for this teaser, but it’s where my mind went. The eerie music, the heavy breathing (ostensibly El’s), the fear on El’s face, it sends an ominous message. Is El remembering something from long ago? Is this a new group of kids in Brenner’s new facility? Is it just a nightmare fed with fear and guilt since she couldn’t save anyone? I really don’t know, but the idea that El may have been used to test the “worth” of the other subjects led me down an interesting road. 
 Whether it was a “training exercise” gone wrong or a deliberate 
“culling” of the weak, I can’t shake the feeling that El did something 
that she desperately doesn’t want to remember. <br/></p><p>If Brenner intended to use these kids to his own ends, then they should hold no allegiance to anyone but him. Emotional attachments to anyone else would be a risk in his eyes. They would need to have total, unquestioning obedience regardless of what he may ask them to do. For El to be the tool he wishes her to be, she would need to not think twice about killing. Brenner would have instilled in her, and the others, a need to garner his approval. This is why he teaches them to see him as a paternal figure instead of a doctor or teacher. We’ve seen him try to get El to kill a cat, but she refused. This upset him. Yet, we also see her have little issue killing in other circumstances. She’s somehow developed a sense of morals despite being manipulated from birth.</p><p>Morals are an interesting phenomenon. The entire concept of right and wrong really is subjective when you think about it. It’s a very abstract concept, and the way we think about it changes as we mature. However, it is also heavily influenced by external sources. In this case, Brenner would seemingly have total control over how his “children” learn to evaluate the morality of a given situation. I’ve previously spoken about El’s mental development, and how Brenner would have wanted to nurture certain intellectual domains, but restrict others. Here I want to discuss a similar process with the psychology of morality. Specifically, we will explore how El may have been manipulated into doing something that we, as viewers, would find horrific, yet come to develop a system of morals in spite, or perhaps because, of that. <br/></p><p>Lawrence Kohlberg conceptualized the development of morality as coming in 3 levels
(Pre-Conventional, Conventional, and Post-Conventional), broken down into 6 stages . These stages are more or less cumulative, as previous stages help pave the way for later ones. There’s no clear-cut ages for these stages, but level 1 generally encompasses early childhood, level 2 is later childhood and adolescence, and level 3 adulthood. The first level contains the more “primitive” or basic moral frameworks, obedience/punishment driven and self-interest driven. This is a level defined by a more egocentric understanding of the world, as it revolves around what’s “good” being what results in a positive consequence, and what’s bad being what results in a negative consequence. For children, this means learning what’s “good” as a result of an external reinforcer(i.e. “Papa) and then developing this into a sense that it can be used for a mutual benefit (”If I do what Papa says, he will be happy, and I will be rewarded.”). Since it’s still a stage defined by self-interest, there is no loyalty here, and such relationships will deteriorate once it is no longer beneficial.</p><p>This may have been Brenner’s fatal flaw. Most individuals wouldn’t move onto the Conventional level until adolescence. While these kids may have had some basic sense of loyalty to “Papa” since it’s possibly all they ever knew, it would still be easily shaken. If you offered these kids some candy, they’d probably do whatever you said unless there was enough fear preventing them from doing so. Fear, not loyalty. El was afraid of Brenner. She may have done his bidding for a long time, but it was because his approval meant better treatment, not because his approval was of value in and of itself.</p><p>Given El’s age when she escaped, she was on the cusp of adolescence. Thus, she may have been developing some early features of the 3rd stage, which we can call the “good boy/girl” stage. Here, a person would want to be considered “good” for its own sake, and would look to society for what that means. For our purposes here, Brenner and the lab could have been attempting to be the “society” that the kids would judge themselves with. They would evaluate the morality of an action based on how the others would judge them for it. This is possibly where Brenner wanted the kids to be, only with no concept of what good or bad is beyond what he instilled in them.</p><p>That may have been something of a clumsy explanation of the relevant stages of morality, but I didn’t want to get too technical. The important things to take away from this is that El’s sense of right and wrong would have largely have been defined by what resulted in her being happy and/or rewarded. She may have wanted Brenner’s approval, but only because it meant good treatment. The problem here is that El may have been getting her needs met elsewhere: the other kids. If we presume, for the sake of argument, that El developed friendships with the other kids, then we could say that these relationships interfered with the total control that Brenner would want. If she gets older and starts caring more about how they feel about her than how Brenner feels, then his power over her weakens. This is where things get potentially scary.</p><p>Let’s say Brenner noticed this happening. El is the most promising, and most dangerous, of his subjects. He must maintain total control over her. However, she is very friendly with the other kids, running the risk of developing attachments that would lead to a more conventional morality. So, Brenner sets up a scenario. He isolates El for an extended period of time, possibly even telling her that the other kids accused her of misbehavior. He tells her that they don’t care about her like he does. El, being in those early stages of moral development, starts to see them as bad since they result in her being hurt. In a real world situation, one kid would be able to do something nice for another in this situation to smooth things over, but this isn’t possible with El in isolation. Then comes the day when Brenner has “something special” in mind for the kids. He’ll see if they’re worth the time and effort, while also finding the extent of El’s obedience.</p><p>None of this means El is a bad person, as we will generally see kids acting with such selfishness. One kid gets mad at another for stealing their toy, but fifteen minutes later they’re playing together as if nothing happened. However, kids generally don’t have superpowers they can use instead of pushes and mean words. There’s also usually adults around to help mediate such issues, whereas Brenner would probably want to encourage it to ensure they wanted his approval and his alone.</p><p>It’s possible that whatever happened that day changed El and Brenner’s entire dynamic. Whether El was responsible for what (possibly) happened or was just made to witness it, it didn’t have the desired effect for Brenner. We later see El reluctant to kill unless it was to protect (or punish). It’s still unclear where that moral distinction came from, but it suggests that she no longer saw Brenner’s approval as beneficial. <br/></p><p>What happened after Brenner walked into that room? Why did he ask if El was listening? Is a present day Brenner asking if present day El is listening while she was remembering/dreaming? Or is the voice a past Brenner asking if past El is listening to his instructions?  <br/></p><p>Now, this could all be nothing. A good teaser will try to get us hyped up without giving anything important away. The “are you listening” might not even be from that scene at all in reality, or it could just be for the teaser. Still, I thought it a good opportunity for an exploration of morality in someone raised from birth to be a tool or weapon. <br/></p><p>
Something happened somewhere to make El believe there were right and 
wrong times to hurt or kill someone, and I just think this may have been
 a pivotal moment. I think we first see her kill (or at least serious 
injure) when she breaks out of her isolation cell. That can be explained
 by her 

still largely being in the first level of morality. Being in that cell was not in her own best interest, and she reached a point where she didn’t see a way to improve her situation. She may not have intended to kill the orderlies, but it was also not of concern to her. However, we also see her be more deliberate with Troy. First, she merely makes him wet himself, which is a remarkably clever solution. Later, she breaks his arm, but it appeared to only be due to him holding a knife as she simply knocked James down. When it came to the agents or the demogorgon, though, she was prepared to kill again. When she went with Kali to find one of the Lab men, she was ostensibly prepared to kill him until she realized there were kids around. The only pattern I can really see is that she will kill monsters or adults, but she’s reluctant to harm (at least seriously harm) kids or leave them without a caregiver. <br/></p><p>I feel like this shows her being caught in between Pre-Conventional and Conventional levels of morality. She’s still largely going off of her own self-interest, but she’s also starting to consider the thoughts and feelings of others, namely her newfound friends. El seems to really want to keep them safe to the point that she risks her own safety. One could say that their approval, particularly Mike’s, is of value to her. She wants them to see her as good, and she attempts to conceal anything that would make her seem “bad” in their eyes, such as the fact that she’s messing with the compass or the fact that she opened the Gate. <br/></p><p>We don’t really know how much time would have occurred between the event I hypothesized from the trailer and when El breaks free of the Lab. It’s possible that something happened there to get El to see some sort of moral distinction. She will prank, or even disable, a kid, but she somehow sees serious harm or killing of them as wrong. This leads me to believe that she harbors some type of guilt from her time in the Lab. It could be survivor’s guilt, especially if Brenner made her bear witness to the other’s being hurt or killed. It could also be something far worse if Brenner compelled her to hurt or kill them herself. Regardless, something happened somewhere along the time to get her to no longer as seeing her life in the Lab as “good,” leading to her escaping.<br/></p><p>I think this is another one of those posts that got away from me, but hopefully I got my point across. If I try to hard to edit this thing, it’ll never get posted. Again, I have no idea what the teasers are suppose to mean, but they got me started on this train of thought. If you made it this far, then I apologize for those minutes of your life that you’ll never get back.<br/></p>
Tags: stranger things, stranger things 4, eleven, martin brenner
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<figure data-orig-width="837" data-orig-height="340" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ce0d1144c8e7571f2655c15243a2d8fe/b08c543082d45695-b8/s540x810/c9b4669e0bf5e00a5988ba2edb7026a4e0c0ae49.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="837" data-orig-height="340"/></figure><p><b>The time on the clock. </b>Dr Brenner bids the subjects “good morning”, suggesting that they’re awake at three am. It’s also significant (in my view) that the ticking soundtrack is timed with the large hand hitting twelve. Aside from the fact that scientific experiments capture time/date, it’s evident that the Rainbow Room is a controlled environment populated by subjects for the purpose of the experiment. <a href="https://sevensided.tumblr.com/post/650471438510358528">This links in to what I’ve suggested before, that the clock motifs in teasers suggest that “time’s up”</a> or that this season is built around a “countdown” (as opposed to the popular theory on time travel). The idea that the teaser is an experiment on the subjects is further emphasised by the following shot of a camera, which is recording:</p>
<figure data-orig-width="849" data-orig-height="325" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1dbb41b62723fb3ea5fc6f4763839f69/b08c543082d45695-63/s540x810/0442d8327bf32a50b89f09a57221e1a2aca3824f.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="849" data-orig-height="325"/></figure><p>Considering the previous teaser showed disrupted, static recordings of a bloodied Rainbow Room, it’s evident the trailers are shown in reverse order, meaning this teaser is the event, and the previous teaser the aftermath.</p> <p><a href="https://sevensided.tumblr.com/post/650479973995577344/thoughts-on-the-s4-002-teaser-the-time-on-the" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
<p>I haven’t really had the chance to think too much about the trailer yet, but I admit a great fear that this is hinting at El having been used against the other kids. The first teaser with the monitors showed blood in this scene (like on the 8-ball). Whether it was meant as a test of their powers, or a test of El’s, I have a very, VERY bad feeling about that scene.</p><p>It’s very possible that the reason El was kept in isolation was because Brenner didn’t want her developing an attachment to the other kids. The Milgram Experiment reference in the OP really has me thinking. Brenner is definitely the type of “scientist” to use such unethical methods in his research. I wouldn’t put it past him to manipulate El in such a way. She’d either eliminate those not worth his time or show that they are worth continuing with. <br/></p><p>Maybe there’s more to El calling herself a monster in season 1 than we previously thought. It would certainly be nightmare-worthy for El. <br/></p>
Tags: stranger things, stranger things 4, martin brenner, eleven, hawkins lab
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<p>It’s anyone’s guess, really, but I’d be surprised if it were a release date. First, I doubt they are that close to being done where they can safely set one. Also, I think they’ll want to firmly control when that gets out. I guess we’ll find out, though, on that one. </p><p>It referring to two specific Lab subjects seems a bit too obvious to me. Plus the slash has limited grammatical usage. It can be an option (his/her), order of a sequence (3 out of 4 being &frac34;), a fraction, or a date.</p><p>I personally lean towards it being a reference to the fact that we’ve gotten 2 out of a total of 4 teasers.</p><p>I definitely feel like it means <b>something</b>, though. Then again, I wouldn’t put it past them to throw something meaningless on there just because we’ll go nuts trying to figure it out.</p>
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<p>(Note: I do not generally watch interviews. I’ve only seen the clips that have made the rounds lately.)<br/><br/>My, my, my.</p><p>We’ve gone quite a while with nothing, but, suddenly&hellip;</p><p>So, Noah, in his attempt to cosplay as Tom Holland, has openly stated that he ships Byler and that there’s more of it in season 4. I generally take such statements from actors with a grain of salt (because I like to cook, and salt is important), but this one might mean <i>something</i>. What that something is, however, is tough to nail down.</p><p>I’m a student and practitioner of psychology. This leads me to maintain that behavior tends to serve a purpose. We never really say or do anything just because, instead there’s always a reason. Noah previously playing dumb about questions of Will being gay was used as “proof” by naysayers that Will was just not ready to date girls yet. If that were the case, though, I think his (and other people’s) responses to that question would have been less open-ended. The verbage used in interviews, particularly during promotional periods (like pre or post release), is very controlled. This tells me that Noah knew what he was saying then, and he knows what he is saying now. Deviating from approved talking points would risk his career, as he could be seen as untrustworthy.</p><p>At face value, it means that Noah has openly admitted to something he (and everyone else) has previously played dumb about: that there’s something brewing between Mike and Will. I really have trouble accepting this possibility, as such an admissions blows wide open a question that has been hanging over the series. The average fan sees Will as childish and Mike as in love with El. Even those of us who think Mike and Will are being built as a couple still worry about whether the Duffers will pull the trigger. The only reason I could see for them to allow him to say this is that they don’t want whether Will is gay, or if Mike and Will are into each other, to be a big reveal. Still, if that were the case, why play dumb after season 3?</p><p>Noah claiming to ship Byler isn’t a huge bombshell. Actors are trying to promote themselves and their projects when they do these types of things. The job is to amp up fans, not alienate them. They will support ships (within reason) in order to encourage fan interest and to come across as accepting. This doesn’t mean that Noah doesn’t actually ship Byler, but I can’t really take it as proof positive, either. Noah can be a bit of a goofball, but he’s also a seasoned actor by now, so he knows how to play the game. There’s little chance that the Duffers haven’t instructed Noah (or Finn, or anyone else for that matter) on how to respond to questions about Byler. He said what he was allowed to say. Even “leaks” can be planned.</p><p>Of course, I would be remiss to not mention the previous interview thing where he said something along the lines of Will doesn’t really get along with many people, and he sees it as just being him and Mike. Again, this isn’t anything that is terribly informative. I’m 99% sure I read an interview after season 2 where he openly stated that the most important person in Will’s life is Mike. Season 3 went on to show how much Will cared about Mike’s presence in his life. There’s no surprise here. What he said really is going to mean different things to different people, and I think he knew full well what he was saying.</p><p>So, basically, I see Noah’s response as meaning one of two things.</p><p>1) Noah is just telling fans what they want to hear to get them amped up.</p><p>2) He is using careful wording to say something without saying anything. Mike and Will’s relationship, whatever it ends up being, will be significantly featured in season 4.</p><p>At the very least, Noah is giving a wink and nod to fans and saying that it makes sense to ship Byler. That alone is more than we’ve been given before.</p>
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Body: <p>It would appear that my fellow Stranger Things analyst, kaypeace21, has been locked out of her account for the time being. In the meantime, she has set up a second account <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mQsSIa9QZmRAC5dEUYpctpw">@kaypeace-21</a>.</p><p>I’m 99.9% sure it’s really her based on what she’s told me. The only reason I don’t say 100% is because I’m never 100% sure of anything.</p><p>Hopefully this situation resolves itself soon, but it’d be nice if people could follow her new account until that happens.<br/></p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/itsonlystrange/649568711283490816">itsonlystrange</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/itsonlystrange/649554674216812544">itsonlystrange</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Noah just confirmed that Will’s having a bowl cut in season 4:</h2><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1920" data-orig-width="888" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qs6q2jsG9J1yawlln_720.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qs6q2jsG9J1yawlln_720.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":888,"height":1920},"poster":[{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qs6q2jsG9J1yawlln_frame1.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":888,"height":1920}],"filmstrip":{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/previews/tumblr_qs6q2jsG9J1yawlln_filmstrip.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":2000,"height":434}}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qs6q2jsG9J1yawlln_frame1.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qs6q2jsG9J1yawlln_720.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure><h1>Sorry to all the bowl cut antis😭😭</h1></blockquote><p>rip to all the “goth Will Byers” truthers bc Noah said Will’s also dressing the same too 😭 no paint stained jeans and emo band phase for Will in s4 i cry </p></blockquote>
<p>This may be true, but I don’t trust that boy any further than I can throw him. </p><p>I do kinda like the idea of Will not changing in appearance until he allows himself to grow up, though. He’s keeping himself trapped in childhood as a sort of coping mechanism, and he can change all that once he comes to terms with everything. His boyish appearance clashing with his physical growth could be a way to convey how much harder it is getting for him to keep everything under wraps.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/647763416705122304/analyzing-the-clothes-in-stranger-things" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p>*most of these details are quotes directly from the costume designers Amy Parris,  kim wilcox, and others working on st. And a few details i will mention a lot of other fans have already noticed. Along with some clothing details I spotted myself and or my personal insights from specific clothing choices others or myself spotted.<br/></p>
<h2>Clothes reflects the Byers’ poverty (and at times is used to highlight their socioeconomic differences with the wheelers)</h2>
<ul><li>The show’s costume designer, Kim Wilcox, explained to Yahoo TV that the ghost busters costumes were a bit of a socio-economic signifier. </li></ul><p>“<i><b>Will’s suit was actually built from scratch, whereas the other ones are different kinds of flight or mechanic suits</b> that we were able to find out in the world.Will’s is my favorite because it’s a little big on him and kind of droopy. We thought about how these boys and their moms would have come up with these costumes. Some of the <b>wealthier moms might have been able to go and buy a little suit </b>to trick out, but <b>Joyce doesn’t have the money to do that. Her family just kind of gets by with her one salary; most of their clothes come from the thrift store,</b> <b>or they rewear stuff they’ve had for years and years and years.</b> We love the scene where she is hand-sewing the little Ghostbusters logo onto the costume that she’s made. Joyce has sewn on the Ghostbusters emblem, but you can see it’s a little bit messy, which makes sense for Joyce too. I like that about that costume.”</i></p>
<figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="562" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/76391ff7a533f995367ac601c4f8b35b/2c6ee806046a414a-94/s540x810/56a3a6a1fc09dd4de02baba393830dbae720032d.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="562"/></figure><ul><li>Paris (joyce vs Karen’s wardrobes): “<i><b>Mrs. Wheeler can afford to be seen in a different outfit every time she appears,</b> with many changing hairstyles and lipstick colors<b>.Joyce on the other hand, </b>who’s a single mother and has to pinch her pennies with two sons, <b>is often seen</b> <b>wearing the same pieces of clothing day after day. She may even be seen in some of the clothing from her eldest son’s closet because she can’t afford to buy things for herself”</b></i>
</li></ul><figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="237" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0e936c5245af86ca7ea6c19d32a7768a/2c6ee806046a414a-fd/s540x810/0b36df5e9d4e98670fc30a73cd8774616b102489.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="237"/></figure><ul><li>Paris (about Will’s clothes in s3) “<i> <b>Will has ill fitting shirts </b>to show that he’s growing out of some pieces that mom <b>Joyce doesn’t have the budget to replace or hand-me-downs from older brother Jonathan.”</b></i>
</li></ul><ul><li>Byers’ hair: “Hindsgaul (hair stylist) and Ryder opted to have Joyce’s hair a bit longer in s3 , as a reflection of just how much taking care of things like a haircut isn’t top of mind for her right now.That woman has given up,” Hindsgaul says. “S<i>he’s just shoving her pain off.” She also points out that <b>the whole Byers family is all rocking a very similar cut with all of their bangs, which is a real contrast to Wheeler household where everyone is very “done.”</b> “When we first met her in season one, she pretty right on with the ’80s with a little bit of a mullet feel to it [her hair],” she says. “But now she doesn’t even realize. She can’t focus on stuff like that because she’s been through so much.” Her thinking? <b>Joyce would trim up the front purely out of necessity so she could see—and not bother so much with the rest.“</b></i>
</li></ul><p>These contrasts between the families reminds me of how in s3 Jonathan’s car is about to break down and it can’t even go past a certain speed limit (but jonathan just jokes he’s lucky it even moves) . But in the same season, nancy drives her brand new 1985 -model- car and cares so little  she crashes it into garbage cans and doesn’t even bother to check for damage.</p>
<h2>El &amp; Hopper sharing clothes illustrates their bond </h2>
<p>I’ve mentioned this in a past post (and i’m sure many others noticed as well). But there is 1 plaid shirt el wears that popped up 3 times in the show. In s2 we see hopper pat her on the head while wearing a tan flannel, and later in s2 she hugs it when thinking about him and missing him. And of course in s3 she wears this at the end of s3 in order to feel close to him (after his perceived ‘death’). We also saw in s1/s2 flashbacks el wearing Hopper’s blue plaid shirt. </p>
<figure data-orig-width="1325" data-orig-height="905" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4e2c99b7e6714922426f8bac3441a389/2c6ee806046a414a-58/s540x810/13c4cf61626cc4e08e99c881cd3db58893f3748d.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1325" data-orig-height="905"/></figure><p>Then we have the blue bracelet. This was originally Sarah’s hair tie which hopper wore on his wrist throughout s1-2. But he gives this bracelet to her in the last ep  of s2 to signify he accepts her as his daughter (which she continues to wear in s3). Before Hopper’s death we see them hold hands and the bracelet surrounds both their wrists .</p>
<figure data-orig-width="424" data-orig-height="563" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cf5792a1c78b6cf8baad25c62ecf07f6/2c6ee806046a414a-db/s540x810/23c26c117c8f0bbaa756ee5a0646dd2850f4138a.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="424" data-orig-height="563"/></figure><h2>(My Theory) Mike’s s3 clothes matching his parents reflects he’s trying to emulate their dysfunctional marriage - in relation to his romance with el.</h2>
<p><strike>(This is a detail the costume designers never mentioned )</strike><br/></p>
<p>We already see how el’s shirts connect back to hopper -and illustrates their connection (or Jonathan and Joyce sharing shirts reflects their poverty). <b>So what about the fact that in s3 we see during his relationship with el- he wears shirts that resembles both ted and Karen’s ? </b></p>
<figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="634" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/20923780e0c2bd3abcc206f18462cb85/2c6ee806046a414a-27/s540x810/096e2dbb0c2eae6baf1e88da4f2201688dc7ca9c.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="634"/></figure><p> Specifically when the costume designers made Mike’s wardrobe in their words “ <i><b>more mature</b>/adult</i>” in season 3 to reflect Mike’s desire to become more mature .<b> I believe the adult clothes he’s wearing reflects his desire to mimic the &lsquo;conventional’ ( and loveless) romance of his parents. Which is why he’s wearing shirts from both of them.<br/></b></p>
<p>Ted/karen are in a loveless marriage and as nancy said &ldquo;never loved eachother’. But was a marriage that was done because it was viewed as the logical choice and look good to outside viewers.<b> I believe every wheeler- karen, nancy, and Mike made the mistake of trying to be with the conventional romantic option (regardless of love</b>). We are told karen got with ted because he &quot;had money and was from a good family” (he was also an ex jock). nancy tries to avoid doing what her mother did- but initially she gets with Steve the conventional choice- rich, jock, and popular (despite not loving him). And Jonathan says being with him would be her making the same mistake as karen. However unlike nancy who is aware of the obvious fact her parents don’t love eachother and who tried to avoid the same fate. Mike seems to want to emulate his parents dynamic thinking that it is “normal” or “love”. In s1, Mike tells el to sit in the laz-e-boy chair ted sleeps in (and in s3 the lyric 'i should have walked away ’ plays as karen stares sadly at ted in the chair, regretting her predicament of being married to him). After fighting with el Mike says 2x “what did I do wrong?” Emulating how ted after fighting with karen says 2x “what did I do?” Also, Similar to stancy- which is paralleled to karen/ted- mileven is called “bullshit” (aka not in love). We also see how Mike is using the perspective of his parents marriage to guide his romantic choices. He tells Will (while wearing the yellow shirt) he has to get a girlfriend because they’re ‘<b>NOT KIDS ANYMORE</b>“ <b>and that  getting a gf is a part of growing up (and they aren’t allowed to just never get gfs and live together as old men). </b>Then when talking to el he tries using the &quot;crazy” (romantic) line he initially used on Will . But when El doesn’t understand and he can’t describe his supposed feelings for her he just says “blank” <b>(love) is</b> <b>“ SOMETHING OLD PEOPLE SAY”.</b> <b>Showing he views 'love’ with el (at least subconsciously) as something like his parents loveless marriage- its just what old people say. Its an act -a lie (to keep up social appearances and look good to others)</b>.<strike>Notice during the store scene (where the confession takes place) he never actually apologizes for lying to her-because his romantic confession is also a lie</strike>. <b>He perceives his dynamic with El (at least subconsciously) to being similar to  his parents. </b><b>Mike even says women-specifically El <i>‘think with EMOTION,  NOT LOGIC’ </i>showing he doesn’t perceive his romantic relationship with el as something based on emotion but just the ‘LOGICAL CHOICE’ (and a part of becoming an adult-similar to his parents). </b></p>
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<p>We also see when wearing the blue shirt he claims in the pool shed el is “the most important thing ” to him (which el ignores).  In contrast to this, Mike in s2 tells Will in the byers-shed  asking for Will to be in his life was “the best thing he’s ever done.”<br/></p>
<p>Its also important to point out- what karen and ted were doing in the scenes with the yellow and blue shirt. ted in his blue shirt tells karen “well there’s someone for everyone ” (and puts an arm around karen) and karen sighs miserable she’s married to him. And in a similar blue shirt Mike tries to get back together with el- the pool shed/ hospital scene. And El implies Mike should stick with his “own species” (guys).While karen in her yellow shirt says <b>“people tell you, you shouldn’t , you can’t</b>”. And Mike wears almost the same yellow shirt  <b>. And then says to Will they can’t be together for the rest of their lives (and never get girlfriends). </b>Cause obviously people would say that they “shouldn’t” and “can’t”.</p>
<h2></h2>
<h2>Lucas’ bandana , California inspired look,and karate kid attire<br/></h2>
<p>S3 had lucas’ style be more heavily styled by cali/Beach fashion according to Paris (to reflect him dating Max) . She also states Lucas wore a shirt that says in Japanese “karate kid” - because Lucas ’ is aware of max’s crush on Ralph machio (the karate kid). While his bandanna is supposed to be his dad’s - from the Vietnam War.</p>
<figure data-orig-width="525" data-orig-height="720" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/050acf12fe735f44fed60c42db65afcb/2c6ee806046a414a-d6/s540x810/51c8f92900ec9bfd9e9e881fd55397f7bfbe5495.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="525" data-orig-height="720"/></figure><h2>Hopper’s clothing evolution is supposed to reflect him slowly working 'outside the law’.<br/></h2>
<p><i>“When we first see Chief Jim Hopper, he’s clad in the tan uniform of a lawman, which Kimberly Adams based on what Roy Schneider’s Chief Martin Brody in both Jaws films. In Season 3, he’s long since eschewed his officer’s getup, since he’s been taking some time away from the force, and favors Hawaiian shirts in the vein of an '80s icon, Magnum P.I. This reflects his transformation from of the law to very firmly outside of it, which is a progression that’s been happening the entire series.”</i></p>
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<p>This was mostly maya’s doing but she drew bo*bs/n*ked women on her sneakers and wrote “<i>won’t go down in history but i will go down on your sister”</i> . Also she just wrote on the shoes the word “t*ddies’. Pfft Maya .</p> <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/647763416705122304/analyzing-the-clothes-in-stranger-things" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/647471535140044800/this-is-a-phenomenal-analysis-of-lil-nas-xs-music">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1032" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2564cea450dfa3056d80adb2e53391c3/dbaedcc2c3ee7450-b6/s640x960/37785ce491a563a06243c40dcfc47c343ae814dc.jpg" data-orig-height="1032" data-orig-width="750"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1035" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ef4064a2ae07d08cf128e8cf520158b5/dbaedcc2c3ee7450-6a/s640x960/5d04ec7b553a7812651cbe6bf52a956859de8577.jpg" data-orig-height="1035" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><p>This is a phenomenal analysis of Lil Nas X’s music video for “Montero”. <a href="https://t.umblr.com/redirect?z=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F100027832954616%2Fposts%2F799201797684245%2F%3Fd%3Dn&amp;t=NjUxYWIwODFmNmNmNDVjYmQ0Nzc5OWY1MTFmZWZmNTExNWU3OTFiMSw2NTU3ZDk0ZDExMWE4YzNkMWRiOWViNDlhMzA2MjBkNTUxNjhkNjlk&amp;ts=1617476975">Here</a> is the whole post. (On fb. Can also be found on Twitter.) </p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> I think you two in particular will have a field day with the concept of “the Shadow Self” and “shadow work” - I had heard the term but didn’t know what it meant as a concept. Now that I’ve read these quotes from Carl Jung, it seems completely obvious &amp; irrefutable to me that Stranger Things is a story about shadow work. (I mean, it’s not out of left field to think The Duffers know the concept &amp; based a story around it - it’s not niche - it’s Carl Freaking Jung.) You two have been saying as much all along - this just lends some incredibly strong credence to your thoughts &amp; theories.</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>, you may also really enjoy considering Stranger Things as a story about shadow work, since you have a background in psychology (or something comparable right?) and may already be familiar with the concept. </p><p>For me, viewing Stranger Things through the lens of Carl Jung’s idea of the Shadow Self and shadow work makes the entire story come together and make sense. It explains how this is a story about learning to acknowledge, accept, love, and incorporate all aspects of the self back together into one, and - so doing - heal trauma. (More or less the exact same story that Lil Nas X told through the music video for “Montero”.) </p><p>My favorite line from the Carl Jung quotes here is “the more one refuses to confront their Shadow Self, the more it throws tantrums to get us to acknowledge it”. Reframing the Mind Flayer as “throwing a tantrum” is honestly pretty fun lmao. </p><p>Some details: I noticed that “solve” and “coagula” are 5 and 7 respectively, yielding - you guessed it - 11.</p><p>I’ll leave Baphomet &amp; the rest of the details to y’all for now, esp KP &amp; ST, because you’re both experts at grooming through things with a fine-toothed comb &amp; making connections. Excited to hear each of your thoughts!!! ✨</p><p>(Gifs below showing Will responding to the Mindflayer’s “tantrum throwing” 😂 Will: *gives up hope &amp; forcefully rejects the shame-filled part of himself that loves Mike. Mindflayer AKA Shadow Self: *throws a massive tantrum* Will: &hellip;he’s back 😧 *surprised pikachu face*)</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="540" data-tumblr-attribution="sixserpents:G9Hh2DH2A5VILXJa0oulvg:ZYzJNu2k2uMuu"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ab8d5b33106d2cb6a08e45d265d96550/dbaedcc2c3ee7450-a0/s640x960/dcfdacd23b66b9042274af0fe5badb47f9e07476.gif" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="300" data-orig-width="540" data-tumblr-attribution="featuringthecreatures:YPvnFaDSqY2URxl9c8x1bw:ZCPekUYvIwo_Sm00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/09fac88bc72c5e9a0ce8cc3316fba811/dbaedcc2c3ee7450-69/s640x960/3445b6ac604acd4a76af4d741145d630913fc48b.gif" data-orig-height="300" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>I prefer to view psychology through a cognitive behavioral (or even humanistic or feminist) lens than a psychoanalytical lens, but I’ll still take Jungian over Freudian. No disrespect to Freud, who did set the foundation for the field, but his theories were very flawed due to poor sampling and methodology. Though, back then I suppose psychology was far more akin to philosophy than science.</p><p>The Shadow, and Jung’s archetypes in general, is an intriguing concept. Jung basically was trying to improve on Freud’s theories. While Freud obsessed with psychosexual stages and saw the self (ego) being influenced by the primitive, instinctual id and the conscience-like superego, Jung saw things a bit differently. For Jung, we aren’t born as a blank slate that is completely influenced by our experiences. He still saw us as having a personal unconscious, as Freud did, but also saw people as being influenced by a collective unconscious, which is where archetypes come in. Today we might simply see these phenomena as cultural norms, but Jung saw us as filling certain “roles,” such as the father, complete with taking on the appropriate traits. It’s not dissimilar to when we say someone is “fatherly,” even if they are not acting as a parent.</p><p>The Shadow, as an archetype, is more or less as it sounds. It’s our “dark side,” so to speak. Freud likely would have referred to it as the Id, our primitive, selfish impulses. It’s the part of us that wants, and damn the consequences. For Freud, our superego works to offset it, which can be seen as the cliche angel and devil on someone’s shoulders whispering into his or her ears. The ego still has to reconcile this conflict, at least in Freud’s view.</p><p>Jung, on the other hand, would see the Shadow as the parts of ourselves we try to hide from the world. It is opposite to the persona in this regard. <b>It is important to keep in mind that the impulses or thoughts of the Shadow are not negative by definition.</b> Jung would say we take on the traits that we see as positive based on the role that we find ourselves in. It is a very personal conceptualization of what is good or bad. Some things could be bad, like any violent impulses, but others could be more the result of strict cultural norms, such as gender roles in conflict with personal desires.</p><p>In Stranger Things, we can see people like Jonathan or Karen take on traits they may not necessarily agree with or want when developing their Personae, while their Shadows exist as sources of anxiety or shame. Jonathan was more or less forced into a Father role, and he’s taken on what he sees as the appropriate archetype. He cares for Will, and, to a lesser extent, his mother, despite only being a teenager himself. However, he has hopes and dreams typical of someone his age, but is forced to push them aside. He no doubt feels shame anytime he “selfishly” wants to forget about his family for a change and do something for himself. Similarly, Karen has taken on the role of mother/wife, and we clearly see how unhappy she is due to having made so many concessions with her life. Her Shadow nearly caused her to have an affair with a teenager. In both cases, both of them have failed to fully actualize due to an inability to act on these needs. They both denied themselves the opportunity as a result of society and/or circumstance telling them it would be wrong for them to do otherwise, but the Shadow hates to be kept down and will try to get out.</p><p>In the case of Will, the Mindflayer could very well be the Shadow made manifest in the most dangerous way. Will honestly has no business being such a sweet, gentle kid. He’s been bullied, at the very least, and abused at the worst. Combine that with what he’s been through in the timeline of the show itself, and it’d be very easy to see someone who would want revenge on the world. However, since Will would see all that as negative, those impulses would become part of his Shadow. For Will, his persona, the part he wants people to see, is defined by kindness, creativity, and peaceful resolution. Such violent thoughts as revenge and hatred are antithetical to that persona. We likely have Joyce to thank, as she encouraged these traits in him. Contrast this with Billy, who learned to see violence and revenge as survival tactics, and his softer interests (encouraged by his mother) as liabilities. Billy himself could very well be seen as a Shadow of Will (and vice versa, really).</p><p>The problem here is that Will’s Shadow has become real, and it threatens more than just his mental well-being. What else is part of Will’s Shadow?  His “selfish” desire to be able to spend time with his friends free of girls. His jealousy and resentment for Mike. Quite possibly some resentment towards his mother. Possible feelings that it’s his fault his dad left.  His feelings for Mike.  Resentment towards Mike for abandoning him. Hatred of himself for being “queer.” Hatred of the world itself for allowing bad things to happen to him in the first place.</p><p>These feelings ultimately find a way to come out, but in fiction they can often be personified. The classic example is probably The Curious Case of Dr. Jekyll &amp; Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson. The Shadow is still a part of oneself, and it shouldn’t be continously suppressed, lest it get out, like Mr. Hyde, and cause problems. The ideal situation is an assimilation or integration, where the Shadow is allowed to be actualized. This may require work to realize that some “negative” thoughts are really normal, but even truly negative impulses can still be sublimated into positive activities (like violent impulses being satisfied through exercise or art). In Will’s case, he needs to be allowed to see that some of his Shadow’s desires are perfectly alright, while others just need a healthy outlet. He needs to accept it as part of himself instead of denying and repressing it. He needs to face his past and stop hiding it from himself and his loved ones.</p><p>I may have gotten off of Jungian theory a bit here, as, like I said before, I prefer other theories of psychology. Still, all the theories more or less influence each other, so it should still fit. Thank you for tagging me in this post. I feel like it’s been a while since I’ve been able to apply theory like this, like I’ve been in a sort of rut. I hope my response met your expectations.</p>
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<p>So I decided to look at the plays mentioned here. Because even if we don’t see the monologues in the show directly  - the Duffers wouldn’t name drop anything unless it inspired them in some way. Similar to films name dropped in the show. Tw : for some dark themes . </p>
<p>This is just a quick little analysis I decided to do since we probably won’t get any new st content today (3/22). Nothing too deep. Just mentioning things that caught my interest especially cause these plays have a lot of narrative connections to the st s4 movies I’ve been watching.</p>
<h2>Invitation to a march (Authur laurents)</h2>
<p>Reminds me of the stancy/jancy love triangle. “<b>A young woman is having second thoughts about doing the right thing and marrying a respectable , rich, kind, young man with good prospects.By way of a prewedding diversion, this woman becomes interested in the passionate but poor and entirely unsuitable son of a local landlord.Basically, the plot concerns the efforts of Norma Brown to choose between a conventional fiance who &ldquo;puts her to sleep” but is wealthy (like what her own mother did)  or go for this new-poor guy.</b> The play is principally interested in how this youthful love triangle affects the three mothers involved  (whether the kids like it or not)</p>
<h2>12th night  (Shakespeare)</h2>
<p> - <b>viola (el) wrongly assumes a family member (hopper) is dead. She dresses up as a man named ‘cesario’. A girl named Olivia  falls for &lsquo;cesario’ (violet dressed as a man). “Finally, when 'Cesario’ and Sebastian (violet’s twin brother: assumed to have drowned - Will) appear in the presence of Olivia there is more wonder and confusion at their physical similarity. Taking Sebastian for 'Cesario’, Olivia asks him to marry her, and they are secretly married in a church. </b>Cough if Olivia is 'straight’ cause she fell for Viola (as a  doppleganger dressed like her twin brother).Mike being into el who multiple characters in s1 said looked like a boy and specifically like Will is…suspish and a hint he’s not straight lol. just like Olivia they’re both  into guys . plus, this play just has a butt load of love triangles (ugh i hated that aspect). There was also  <b>romantically coded letters (which was in the s4 films) </b>. One character is also thrown into an insane asylum and framed as 'insane’.’<b>Pretending that Malvolio is insane, they lock him up in a dark chamber. Feste visits him to mock his insanity</b>’. We all know the psych hospital will be narratively important- talked about it more <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/641595242938761216/kaypeace21-the-lab-rats-11-12-yeah-this-isnt">here</a>. </p>
<h2>The seagull (Anton Chekhov-russian)</h2>
<p>similar to how I believed s4 will show m*#even already broken up since the months between s3-4  : <b>act 3 (s3)  ends with Nina begging for one last chance to be with Trigorin before he leaves/moves away.  They kiss and make plans to meet again in Moscow.And in  act 4 there’s a  timeskip where it shows they’ve been broken up for a long time between acts- and its established they never actually loved eachother. Do i even have to spell out why this parallels the m*#even ending in s3? </b>There is also a play within the play (this is common in a lot of the st films- they have plays- or a story within a story-  which illustrate certain themes or emotions of the characters within said film : blackswan, children of paradise, highschool musical, Rushmore, book of Henry, welcome to marwen, never ending story,  romancing the stone, wet hot American summer, etc).The play is Konstantin’s latest attempt at creating a dense symbolist work. There is also alot of love triangles in the seagull. TW!: for se#ual ab*se/su*cidal thoughts/ inc*st (here and in other play segments).   <b>The seagull motif  reminds me a lot of Jonathan’s rabbit story.Konstantin romantically into Nina  shows up to give her a gull that he has shot. Nina is confused and horrified . Trigorin  sees the gull that Konstantin has shot and muses to Nina on how he could use it as a subject for a short story: &quot;The plot for the short story: a young girl lives all her life on the shore of a lake. She loves the lake, like a gull, and she’s happy and free, like a gull. But a man arrives by chance, and when he sees her, he destroys her, out of sheer boredom. Like this gull.</b>&quot;  This immediately reminded me of jon’s rabbit story and  some of the movies on the s4 list . Like in forrest gump- Jenny (who is poor) was se*ually ab*sed as a very young girl by her father. As a child she runs away into a field-away from her alcoholic father yelling at her -there she prays that she can <b>&quot;be a bird so I can fly far far away”</b> .</p> <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/646394923890900992/analyzing-the-5-plays-in-this-drama-club-poster" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
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<blockquote><p>I just got back from receiving my Covid vaccine. Here’s hoping I don’t experience any of those potentially nasty side effects.<br/></p></blockquote>


<p>Welp, it seems this is <b>not</b> my lucky day.</p></blockquote>
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<blockquote><p>I just got back from receiving my Covid vaccine. Here’s hoping I don’t experience any of those potentially nasty side effects.<br/></p></blockquote>


<p>Welp, it seems this is <b>not</b> my lucky day.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0aurelion-sol0/646099010095071232">0aurelion-sol0</a>:</p><blockquote><h2><b><i>Imagine if the Season 4 teaser or trailer uses an orchestral remix of <span class="npf_color_joey">&ldquo;Smalltown Boy&rdquo; by Bronski Beat. </span>Just like <span class="npf_color_monica">&ldquo;Thriller&rdquo;</span> for Season 2 or <span class="npf_color_ross">&ldquo;Baba O'Riley&rdquo; </span>for season 3.</i></b></h2><h2>😅</h2><p><b>Holy shit! The Byler fandom would go wild.</b></p><p><br/></p><figure data-orig-height="140" data-orig-width="268" data-tumblr-attribution="albsart--blog:unMBYF2lHF4wYZGqllvFuw:ZaJvJfZND1zRKq00"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/77cc21897d8639298a7da34ea151c243/7c44bb7b79b2f585-de/s640x960/adae0f46c47b3f179d37a7c6120bc66f83a4aad3.gif" data-orig-height="140" data-orig-width="268"/></figure><h2>And&hellip; <b>OH MY GOD!</b></h2><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/0dBAEZ_F6Ic" data-orig-width="267" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="267" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/0dBAEZ_F6Ic?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><p><b>Bronski Beat did an official symphonic version of &ldquo;Smalltown Boy&rdquo;! In 2018, the year before season 3, you know THAT &ldquo;season&rdquo;!</b></p><h2>I don&rsquo;t feel right, right now&hellip; I have too many thoughts.</h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5388edb90206c937a8264cdfec996fc0/7c44bb7b79b2f585-46/s640x960/5233741bae22d40b687c558c37ff2fd74d71ed73.gif" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>(Imagine if they use this for the trailer! 😨🤯😱 It&rsquo;s an official version!)</p></blockquote>
<p>You put this idea in my head, and now I will never forgive you for setting me up for disappointment.</p>
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<p>Please make it happen, Duffers.</p></blockquote>
<p>I like the idea, but I kinda <b>don’t </b>want to see it. I fear it would mean either suddenly new actors playing older versions of the Party or terrible special effects to age up the current gang.<br/></p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/645946924163334144">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Watch them suddenly release Stranger Things 4 without any release date announcement, without any trailers, and without any new promotional&hellip;</p><p><small>#wedielikebobnewby</small></p></blockquote>
<p>I’m not sure what would be worse, that or this:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="295" data-orig-width="600"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4298a1a9faf682609ef40ab2b7addd1a/339a52c89002673b-2f/s640x960/afd6857c075ff9172d6b48ba48248e8799c9b16a.gif" data-orig-height="295" data-orig-width="600"/></figure></div><p>As a stress snacker, I would totally be Hopper in this scenario.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://you-said-yes.tumblr.com/post/645943871505874944">you-said-yes</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/645943685664620544">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://you-said-yes.tumblr.com/post/645940626428510208/is-mike-and-will-dancing-to-making-love-out-of">you-said-yes</a>:</p><blockquote><p>is mike and will dancing to <i>making love out of nothing at all</i> during prom REALLY too much to ask for???</p></blockquote><p>Yes, it’s too much to ask for, but only because I&rsquo;ve already decided that the best use of an Air Supply song is All Out of Love to show how Mike is (not at all) handling Will&rsquo;s absence.  </p></blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1128" data-orig-width="1412"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fd7f9b3a4fee8e37ddb6bf1bdbf7ec0d/bdf092284955b9bd-c8/s640x960/e55defd9d4ae90155883ea7235c466be9ffa6464.jpg" data-orig-height="1128" data-orig-width="1412"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>I mean, just listen to it, and try to tell me I’m wrong.</p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://www.youtube.com/embed/JWdZEumNRmI?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" data-orig-width="267" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="267" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/JWdZEumNRmI?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://you-said-yes.tumblr.com/post/645940626428510208/is-mike-and-will-dancing-to-making-love-out-of">you-said-yes</a>:</p><blockquote><p>is mike and will dancing to <i>making love out of nothing at all</i> during prom REALLY too much to ask for???</p></blockquote>
<p>Yes, it’s too much to ask for, but only because I&rsquo;ve already decided that the best use of an Air Supply song is All Out of Love to show how Mike is (not at all) handling Will&rsquo;s absence.  </p>
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Body: <p>I’m mostly only posting this in case I start getting Asks about the latest drama. I swear some people have too much time on their hands. I haven’t seen the supposedly “leaked” script, and I don’t want to. I have one simple reply to whoever came up with it:<br/></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/014c0e52df277f89addb099b3c0b440f/9b6f6562c99911ee-91/s540x810/d966d15f2953c8facce8677e4cfade874bad15c3.gif" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="480"/></figure><p>Get your attention needs met from someone else.<br/></p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/itsonlystrange/645677617359585280">itsonlystrange</a>:</p><blockquote><p>If you ever doubt byler just know that Mike was blushing during this scene. And. They. Focused. On. It.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="643" data-orig-width="1242"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e3c326acabccf690125caa21538cb1aa/50126b440fb2167b-7b/s640x960/241ca6a9ba21e5a18d962bf603b6808d21334431.jpg" data-orig-height="643" data-orig-width="1242"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>I mean, try and tell me that they both aren’t thinking about how they’re basically on a date.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/645472139096555520/whats-in-a-name-analysing-all-the-names-in" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>What’s in a name? (Analysing all the names in stranger things)</h2>
<p>*I’ll be repeating some names more than once as I break down categories .</p>
<h2><b>Show , book, and tv easterggs</b></h2>
<p>Alot of character names may have deeper meaning but some are also  refs to stories they liked. The stranger writers twitter posted a list of movies said to inspire s4 (which I’ll be referencing).</p>
<p><b>Dart</b>- dustin names him this after d'artagenean (a 3 musketeers book character) and one of Dustin’s fav candies  (3 muskateers). Similarly his pet turtle <b>yurtle</b> is implied to be named after the dr Seuss’ story ‘yertle the turtle’.</p>
<p><b>Brenner- </b>main character from &lsquo;the birds’,  which was on the st s4 list.</p>
<p><b>Byers</b>- john byers from x files. The duffers mentioned x files was an inspo for the show. Although John byers (from x files) resembles Murray as an unhinged conspiracy theorist.</p>
<p><b>Detective</b> <b>Wheeler </b>and<b> elle Holloway-</b> from silent Hill franchise. Another ref mentioned by the Duffers. <b>Holloway was the surname of st’s Heather.  Elle (is el) and Wheeler is Mike’s surname</b>. Wheeler was also on the ep of <b>twiglight zone</b> (another cited ref by the duffers) . In the ep 'mute’ <b>sheriff wheeler takes in a mute psychic girl as his foster daughter</b>. So some hints at hopper too . Hopper even mentions el-anor (gilipse) in s1. The surname of a main character in the silent hill series. </p>
<p><b>Henderson</b>- st twitter mentioned how all the  bond films were on the  s4 inspiration list . So Dustin’s surname being the same as one of the bond characters is a nod.</p>
<p><b>Mrs Driscoll</b> (from s3) - a nod to invasion of the body snatches which was mentioned as inspo by the Duffers. And clear inspo for s3.</p>
<p><b>Powell</b> (cop and partner of hopper ) - diehard films also on s4 list. He’s named after the cop powell.</p>
<p><b>Callahan</b> (cop and partner of Hopper) - father Callahan ref. He shows up in many of Stephen King novels. The Duffers have cited over 10 novels and books from him as inspo for st </p>
<p><b>Nancy</b>- she’s called Nancy drew. And the duffers have mentioned they are fans of elmstreet - who’s main character was nancy. Nancy also references 'Oliver twist&quot; which has a character named Nancy in it. Nancy was also a first Lady in the 80s similar to her friend Barbara- who was  also  a first Lady in the 80s.</p>
<p><b>Fred</b> (s4)- apparently a high-school journalist who may be friend or foe. This one is a stretch but given nancy maybe being an elmstreet ref- and her enemy being fred-die kreuger. Fred may have animosity to Nancy and that’s why his name is Fred. I mean … they even cast a new s4 character with Freddie kreuger’s original actor.so…</p>
<p><b>Jason</b> (s4) - in the 1986 Nancy drew novel (when s4 takes place). He is similar to the duffers description. In the novel he’s a rich, popular, arrogant jock and blackmailing students at the high-school .</p>
<p><b>Christie carpenter</b> (s4/reffed in s1 by hopper)- christie is the main character in the hellraiser series (which is on the s4 st list). Carpenter is the surname of the director of 'the thing’ name dropped in s3 (the flesh monster in s3 also resembles the thing) , and in s1 mr clarke watches it ,and mike has the thing movie  poster in Mike’s basement.</p>
<p><b>Argyle</b> (s4) - die hard 1-2 were on the s4 st list. And is a name of a diehard character.</p>
<p><b>Max- </b>her name is 'mad max’ like the 80s film. But since the Duffers like videogames. Her name may be a ref to max caufield from the life is strange game as well.  She has a 'never Maxine rule’  similar to max in st. But the game character is similar to jonatahn as she is a photographer and says similar words to jonatahan in s1 saying she would rather watch people through a camera than interact with them .</p>
<p><b>Eddie munson</b> (s4)- not going to lie. I have no proof of this but I immediately  thought of the TV character eddie munster (the friendly monster ).</p>
<h2><b>Possible comic book easteggs</b></h2>
<p>The duffers are no stranger to comic book references. The duffers have already directly reffed xmen, wonderwoman, and green lantern. Kali’s place also has a comic book ref to 'the invisibles’ on the wall.  While the s4 movie list mentions thor ragnock , age of ultron. and 2 batman films. Some of these refs will go over your head if you haven’t read my<a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/638880864746520576/some-of-your-favorite-characters-are-wills-split"> DID theory</a>. But a lot of this analysis will still be enjoyable. :)</p>
<p><b>Jane st ives</b> <b>(jane ives aka el). marvel. </b>(jane st ives sees her dad k*ll her mom and vows revenge against him.Sort of similar to what brenner did to terry).</p>
<p><b>Stephanie harrington (Steve harrington)</b>- 80s marvel comic. DP.7. Will DID ref. Antibody, is a medical resident who<b> can project from his body a dark figure of himself (also called an “antibody”, a word play on the medical term) that flies, can become intangible, and transfer its memories to another person by physical contact (mindflayer).</b>  He later merges with the antibody. like how susie refs ‘wizard of earthsea’ -the novel where the young wizard Ged releases a shadow monster (said to be an ancient evil) but it turns out to be  the aspects of his personality and the only way for the chaos to stop is to accept his darkness and merge as 1.</p>
<p><b>Barry bauman (Murray bauman) . </b>marvel comics - Will did easteregg.Bauman lived in never ending darkness. <b>He felt, that there was a realm outside the darkness and started to explore the entire content of his brain</b> thus using now more than the usual 10 % .Also had telekinesis.He turned his attention to the stars in order to exact revenge on the human race which spends billions of dollars to kill each other, but wouldn’t spend the mere million or so it would have cost to cure him. For his vengeance he transported the suns near our galaxy into his <b>omnipotent brain</b>. As the people of Earth would learn of the disappearing of the suns they would panic and feel Bauman’s loneliness before he would destroy Earth.Despite the death of his physical body,<b> Bauman’s consciousness somehow survived and began hopping from body to body throughout the galaxy</b>, his powers growing until the Star Thief was recognized as a major threat to galactic society.</p>
<p><b>Sinclair-</b> last name of xmen rhaine.  Will Did ref. storyline Rahne Sinclair is <b>mentally bonded to Havok against her (Will/mf)</b>.She is subsequently <b>manipulated by the Shadow King.</b> Her bond with Havok causes her to act irrationally, sometimes threatening teammates, sometimes by flirting with them.  She undergoes more than one attempt to undo the bonding, with varying results. <b>Her instability also manifests in many odd dreams, in which her identity is merged into pop culture figures. </b>What’s funny is charlie heaton (jonathan byers) was just in an xmen movie with this Rhaine character.</p>
<p><b>Victor creel</b> (s4)-sounds like<b> mutant victor creed </b>of the xmen comic. x men Mutant with ab*sive dad.</p>
<p><b>Yuri (s4)-Yuri Topolov (Russian: Юрий Тополов) was a Soviet scientist and the first foe of the Hulk.  </b></p>
<p><b>Dimitri (s4)-Dmitri Bukharin was born in Kuibyshev, Russia (some sources say Moscow).  First appeared in Iron man.</b></p>
<p>Peter <b>ballard</b> ( s4 character) may just be a hellfire ref . since I guy with last name ballard was a double agent for the <b>hellfire club (name of st s4 ep 1).</b>  And ballard means bald which the actor is certainly not lol. I don’t think he’s literally associated with hellfire but its just a ref. And because its implied in his st character summary despite working for the mental hospital-where brenner is most likely at- he’s horrified by the treatment of the psych patients. So that may be where the double agent aspect would come into play.</p>
<p>Ian <b>Hargrove</b> (billy hargrove)- batman comics. had a history of mental health problems dating back to childhood, which his parents were unable to afford treatment for. His <b>brother John</b> hargrove tried to keep him out of trouble but Ian developed an uncanny <b>talent for explosives (will the wise fire powers). He ends up at Archam asylum.</b> Cough billy is Will’s alter. Why he has the name billy (a nickname for William) . Jonathan in s2 mentions how he likes the writer vonnegut- who wrote slaughter house 5- the main character was Billy. Already mentioned how it connects to my did theory .</p>
<p>Jason <b>carver </b>(s4)- carver is the last name of the comic hero <b>thunderbolt </b>(in the flash)<b>- first name of thunderbolt is Will his brother is named Lonnie. There was also a John carver  in the comic.</b></p>
<p><b>Holland</b> (barb’s last name) last name of <b>Swamp thing.</b> I think its plot has quite a few s4/5 spoilers but Im not diving into it right now.</p>
<h2>Names associated with religions or mythology</h2>
<p><b>‘Kali prasad&quot;.Kali  is the name of a Hindu goddess </b>(who’s iconography is paradoxically associated with ‘motherly love and violence’. In myths ‘she only k*lls demons’ and is described as  ‘overflowing with incomprehensible love for her children’ - (aka ST’s Kali k*lling people from hawkins lab for hurting kids). <b>Prasād  is a material substance  that is a religious offering in  Hinduism</b> .</p>
<p>While, <b>EL is the name of a Cannanite (male) god associated with “salt water “ (pool filled with salt in s1) who “dwelled in a tent” (in s1 Mike’s blanket fort)</b> .’ él’  in Spanish means ‘he’- which could be a nod at her ( androgynous) presentation in s1. And <b>Jane translates to “ Yahweh (god) is gracious/merciful”</b></p>
<p>Will-in the s4 st movie lists (‘red dragon’, gods of monsters, &amp; ‘blade runner’ ) mention the <b>artist and writer William Blake </b> (specifically his painting of the dragon/angel michael biblical story- reffed in st s1). He was <b>one of many painters part of the exhibition of “ The World Turned Upside Down: Apocalyptic Imagery.”The World Turned Upside Down explores the myriad ways that artists in England visualized the apocalypse </b>in a period fraught with political, religious, economic, and cultural change. </p>
<figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1086" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7018bc64e24f338693e905dc7c197288/db7ae92004b412f6-88/s2048x3072/aa500af33d27dec29d3d2897d27dba9000f1964b.png" data-orig-height="1086" data-orig-width="540" data-media-key="7018bc64e24f338693e905dc7c197288:db7ae92004b412f6-88" alt="image"/></figure><p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/645472139096555520/whats-in-a-name-analysing-all-the-names-in" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
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<blockquote><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="3000" data-orig-width="2000"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3d4a8bf9a8a690e10c8756bb4e09c847/6c3c897d59de8c80-a6/s540x810/881f8bdc043ca684f7240d8935de66b6b70009bd.jpg" data-orig-height="3000" data-orig-width="2000"/></figure><p><br/></p><p>“They had made a promise before going into the battlefield.</p><p>’<i>When everything is over, we’ll find each other in the flower meadows where we kissed for the first time</i>’</p><p>They were both certain, that one way or another, win or lose- they will keep that promise.</p><p>Mike ran through the tall grass desperately, and although the helmet was disrupting his vision, he couldn’t think about it at all as he kept running.</p><p>A mix of feelings flooding his head as he looked around the field, until he finally saw him sitting on the grass, with his broken staff on the ground.</p><p>He tried to approach carefuly, until Will got up his feet and turned around to meet their gazes.</p><p>There was no wounds, no blood, nothing compared to what they had seen moments before on the battlefield; </p><p>although, with mixed feelings on their chests, they were happy to find each other again.</p><p>Will ran happily ran towards Mike as the other couldn’t even move; Will took off Mike’s helmet so he could see him clearly.</p><p>’<i>-It’s good to see you again</i>’“</p><p>——————————————————————————————–</p><p>HOLY FUCK THIS ONE TOOK 4 DAYS WTF<br/><br/>I did it, I drew and colored armor….and only partially-died during the progress</p><p>So yeah, hope you liked it! :D<br/><br/><br/></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a href="https://pomegranamanatblr.tumblr.com/post/644484544980008960/i-think-el-would-find-the-concept-of-homophobia" class="tumblr_blog">pomegranamanatblr</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I think El would find the concept of homophobia stupid. Like, OK. You’re a boy and you like boys. You’re a girl and you like girls. So? She really wouldn’t get why it’s a big deal, it’s just love! Come on, she’s been through hell and back and some people are complaining about other people’s relationships? Get real!</p><p>I’d love to see Mike and Will nervously spilling the beans, practically shaking, and she’s just like, “OK??” and the two boys are simultaneously confused and relieved. Mostly relieved.</p></blockquote>
<p>I tend to agree, but I don’t think it’s quite so simple. 
El would probably think homophobia is stupid, but she’d also be confused. 

<br/></p><p>Hatred and bigotry are learned, so El is unlikely to understand why people think homosexuality is bad. She would probably even see homophobia as inherently bad once she figures it all out. El has been shown to have a good memory, so if she heard anyone calling Will “gay” or “a fairy” or any other slurs, she’d probably think back to what Troy said to Mike at school. Since she heard those words from Troy, and they made Mike angry, she already sees them as bad. Still, she lacks the context, so she doesn’t realize what they actually mean. Once she does, I think she’s likely to react to such words the same way she and Mike did with Troy. <br/></p><p>I still think figuring it all out will be tough for her. El is rather rigid when it comes to her idea of the world. She learned about love and romance from soap operas and Mike. While it’s possible she saw gay characters on TV, they weren’t really portrayed in a positive light back in the 80s. Mike also made romance seem like something that required one boy and one girl. She’ll be able to understand it, but it would throw her through a loop. She may well see Mike as having lied to her before she is made to understand it’s not that simple. Once that happens, woe to anyone who tries to bully Will or Mike for being gay. If she gets her powers back, there may be a lot of reports of teenagers wetting themselves.<br/></p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/644367373663617024/stranger-things-analysis-of-the-phraseonly-love" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p>(And how it’s applied to familial love, romantic love , self love and even unrequited love .)</p>
<p>As far as how i segmented this essay. First things first. Let’s discuss</p>
<h2><b>Steve’s unrequited love for Nancy &amp; crush on Robin (and how the phrase has been applied to him).</b></h2>
<p>In s3 he tells Robin in the mall’s bathroom he was in love with Nancy. And later in the bathroom tries romantically confessing to Robin  (where he’s rejected).Narratively what’s interesting about this location is- the bathroom  is also where Nancy rejects steve a season prior (aka Nancy saying she didn’t love Steve/their relationship is bs ). And the bathroom is where we first see stancy interact in s1e1 because it was the place Steve suggested him and Nancy meet to kiss<b>. I think (these bathroom scenes of) his positive reaction to romantic rejection in s3 vs his negative reaction in s2 is evidence of his new found-SELF LOVE. Even if rejected via romantic love- he can cope better now cause now he loves himself. </b></p>
<figure data-orig-width="1897" data-orig-height="3069" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/84db89b608e3e71403397c5baea85d6c/c589be49cd5795c3-10/s540x810/14536ecb501795dbd72c46519a879d6ca96a7bd6.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1897" data-orig-height="3069"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="303" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7ecd43b413ce1d1bede6d6fa0ffd0d49/c589be49cd5795c3-98/s540x810/5e780b7194ff7e8fc691b7068848b480e9c36c4b.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="303"/></figure><p>In s1e1, Nancy in the bathroom calls Steve “<b>crazy”</b> and an <b>“idiot</b>”(which is synonymous with stupid). She specifies he’s crazy to sneak out to see her (and what do you know-Mike sneaks out to find Will-and they even exchange glances).<br/></p>
<figure data-orig-width="2033" data-orig-height="1020" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c1541404f381b3a1b9a22db62bfda1fa/c589be49cd5795c3-ef/s540x810/bde99be83404c6ec33e9c1d1645036f4363321d9.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="2033" data-orig-height="1020"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="1797" data-orig-height="3264" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7a5c3559204b0fb81a1297ec55da23d8/c589be49cd5795c3-e9/s540x810/a7f4cc7ef21b6faa29d7f24e950fe12b04446e00.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1797" data-orig-height="3264"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="373" data-orig-height="435" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d56242d2c2efa591a9de4e682dcdd9ce/c589be49cd5795c3-d9/s540x810/be61230210a3b6fa0cefbdfc60d370f1af24e976.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="373" data-orig-height="435"/></figure><p>In Nancy’s room -Nancy once again uses <b>“crazy</b>” and<b> “idiot</b>” to describe his romantic feelings towards her (showing this phrasing was intentional by the writers). And later in s2 Steve essentially begs nancy to just ‘pretend’ to be ‘stupid’ (in love with him) . As he tells Nancy to just be ‘stupid’ in their couples costumes for the party(name dropping “<b>stupid</b> “ 4 times). And at said party-is where Nancy angrily throws the ‘stupid’ phrase back at him (since she never loved him<strike>-and other reasons relating to her trauma with Barb</strike>).</p>
<figure data-orig-width="3707" data-orig-height="2438" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e543b4cc0213ca46a35cb7b29f781689/c589be49cd5795c3-b7/s540x810/45d6f1717985b52082171e60f1db7a01bad35521.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="3707" data-orig-height="2438"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="465" data-orig-height="253" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/eb05fd1857b8809acdfde7e5f0ffabb9/c589be49cd5795c3-c0/s540x810/fc4bf71af838bde0ac2f2126e2865d902dec8d2b.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="465" data-orig-height="253"/></figure><p>We see this later culminate in the infamous “bullshit” bathroom scene at said party (which is the equivalent of Nancy saying she doesn’t love him).And what do you know in s3- what other pairing is called “bullshit”.</p>
<figure data-orig-width="1048" data-orig-height="990" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/86654c860912d0c09fe081ef146a1742/c589be49cd5795c3-1b/s540x810/2128521714b5702544f673be0c70d53e14d7aa35.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1048" data-orig-height="990"/></figure><p>But I digress -let’s talk about Steve’s other unrequited romance and  how…</p>
<h2><b>The phrase “stupid” &amp; “crazy”are in the s3 Stobin and Mileven confessions (AKA unrequited love)</b></h2>
<p>Both El/Robin have bandages on their legs and both pairings sit together (on the floor) during their confessions- and are interrupted by Dustin. And in both straight baits- they use the terms “<b>stupid/crazy” but subvert the expectation of it being romantic. . When Mike &amp; Steve use the terms “stupid/crazy” it’s shown not to be mutual on the girls’ ends</b>.When Mike and Steve try confessing to the girls they both use the word “crazy”/stupid”. But when Mike says “it makes you crazy” El doesn’t get it and says “<b>what makes you crazy?”</b> and Robin looks uncomfortable when Steve confesses to her and says “it’s crazy”. She then rejects steve and says she was obsessed with his <b>“stupid </b>hair” only because she was actually interested in Tammy (not him). Meanwhile El says in that same season<b> </b>“there’s more to life than<b> STUPID boys”</b> (aka more to life than romance with Mike) and in s3 multiple characters  state “ El’<b>s NOT STUPID”</b>( specifically before mike claims he loves El/ and after Will says “you’re ruining everything to swap spit for some stupid girl?). Cause El doesn’t love Mike (similar to Robin toward Steve). In s2- even when El left the cabin to see mike she proclaims she’s “not stupid”. It’s not romantic on her end (even if she thinks she loves him romantically). </p>
<figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="667" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2cbb7b03b19ca9b45f7962a9e83c4051/c589be49cd5795c3-b3/s540x810/49e498e915dc23eebc1036be9cabe579934453c6.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="667"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="1013" data-orig-height="1920" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/eb023e0055d82cbe948b1c5c159a9582/c589be49cd5795c3-ed/s540x810/12486ed446d842d287f09800c6155a1b841ec4c1.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="1013" data-orig-height="1920"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="657" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e94c1aa2f8b7684991e2f6aa5b0d9c74/c589be49cd5795c3-55/s540x810/aecab262d284d10f882ee02d4859cdb5dc98c7cf.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="657"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="324" data-orig-height="413" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2976de136895d50b5e2e49bf0021e0de/c589be49cd5795c3-b3/s540x810/8229bdaa56cc17fc3bb06889e6d932f39daa07fa.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="324" data-orig-height="413"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="435" data-orig-height="686" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a4be52d438e958222d65d15293280ee2/c589be49cd5795c3-24/s540x810/67e784cdbff66379ecbefb97acbbe737afc7721e.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="435" data-orig-height="686"/></figure><p>And of course- the song “the first i love you” only plays 2x in s3. once when Robin rejects Steve’s confession (and comes out as gay). And one more time when El says she loves mike and he doesn’t kiss back, or say ‘i love you’  back. Cause Robin /Mike are both gay .</p> <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/644367373663617024/stranger-things-analysis-of-the-phraseonly-love" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/644145914318045184">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Happy Friday!</h2><p>Many months later I&rsquo;m still obsessed with the Stranger Things 4 Video Store Friday movie list: it&rsquo;s one of my favorite promotional teases that strangerwriters has shared with us, and every Friday I miss seeing those Tweets so I&rsquo;m bringing them back in today&rsquo;s blogpost.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="654" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/af8f52bf698a842dda6d51943382e35a/a679162ade4ff5b8-5f/s640x960/9320fc9fe96f3d48280b0844c435ab2badca548b.jpg" data-orig-height="654" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><h2>Here are trailers for 5 films that I really enjoy which are on the Stranger Things 4 Video Store Friday list:</h2><p><i>How do you think each of these movies is relevant to &ldquo;the DNA&rdquo; of season 4?</i> 😏</p><h2>Inception</h2><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/5EiV_HXIIGs" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/5EiV_HXIIGs?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><h2>Amelie</h2><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/lrlQR_KH_nw" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/lrlQR_KH_nw?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><h2>Peter Pan</h2><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/SyYESEvDNIg" data-orig-width="267" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="267" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/SyYESEvDNIg?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><h2>The Sword in the Stone</h2><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/KnL0rYFKuL4" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="324"><iframe width="267" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/KnL0rYFKuL4?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><h2>Drop Dead Fred</h2><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/kgh27gCgiQw" data-orig-width="267" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="267" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/kgh27gCgiQw?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><p><br/></p><p><i>Which movies on the Video Store Friday list are among your favorites? </i>❤</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1653"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8fa72400c141afd914b02fe7fa736bfe/a679162ade4ff5b8-44/s640x960/6d5762bda6151032e1c80ef7b37c185adcfb43aa.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1653"/></figure></div><p>Once season 4 is released I look forward to trying to identify the contexts, big or small, that these movies might have been discussed in the writers&rsquo; room during the creation of the penultimate season of Stranger Things. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/643655027437797376">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>My favorite super-vague statement about Stranger Things 4 is <a href="https://movieweb.com/stranger-things-season-4-scary-gaten-matarazzo/">Gaten saying &ldquo;Yikes.&rdquo; </a></p></blockquote>
<p>Season 4 being considered the scariest makes sense. There’s still something sinister happening in Hawkins, but the ones most able to help (El, Will, and Hopper) are all gone. Even if the body count for major characters isn’t as high as a lot of people think, the sense of danger and dread will be intense with how helpless the people of Hawkins will be.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/642497723697938432/stranger-things-is-about-mental-health-trauma" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I’ve seen a lot of people claim anyone who mentioned this topic immediately be gaslit and told they’re “just crazy” and “rudely projecting their own issues on to the characters.’ Like- no you don’t have to believe my  <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/638880864746520576/some-of-your-favorite-characters-are-wills-split">Will DID/Lonnie theory</a> ( I could be wrong). <b>But to claim one of the show’s central theme isn’t about mental health/trauma (screams either complete lack of lit comprehension or denial cause you have your own negative biases towards such people).</b> So let’s just go into what’s literal text-not subtext/symbolism. Just the super blatant stuff.  RIGHT IN THE SHOW!</p><h2>S1</h2><p>-We have El when she first appears on screen  asked by Benny if her parents starved and hurt her and if that’s why she ran away. Benny then calls CPS to say El “may have been ab*sed or something.” After this Lucas says there is “seriously something wrong with her-wrong in the head. She’s probably from the NUT-HOUSE in curly county.penthurst” We also see El  cannonically has PTSD-all of s1 she’ll see something benign (a cat, a coke commercial) and is triggered to see a traumatic flashback. That’s literally ptsd.  There’s also hints throughout the seasons she’s developmentally behind in both language, telling time etc (neglect like El’s irl can cause an intellectual disability-<a href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/634060614978994176/el-and-post-institutional-syndrome-psych">analysis on El/that subject here</a>).The real pethurst in pensylvannia (not the one in stranger things/ Curly county)  closed in 1986-  it was a facility for people and mostly  kids with intellectual disabilities (it wasn’t technically a psych facility like the one in st)-but it was infamous for it’s abuse of these intellectually disabled patients kept there. We also have Brenner be a ab*sive psychiatrist.</p><p>- Hopper after suffering from the loss of his daughter. Is popping pills like candy, drinking and smoking constantly. He later says he used to hallucinate and forgot what was real -seeing and hearing sarah and says if he didn’t confront the pain he’d <b>“fall down a black hole he couldn’t get out of.” NO… subtext here about what the void represents nope.</b></p><p>- Both mothers (Terry &amp; Joyce) are dismissed as being mentally ill and simply grieving the loss of their kids . But both end up being right about the supernatural.</p><p>- “<i>Terry pretends Jane is real. i mean it’s all make believe. you know the doctors all say it’s a coping mechanism.”</i></p><p>- While with Joyce the whole town pre s1 already questioned her mental health. Jonathan says “<i>She used to have anxiety problems (</i>pre s1).” And Jonathan, Hopper, and Lonnie all assume she’s hallucinating: talking to Will via lights, seeing a man without a face, saying Will’s body is fake -due to grief. Plus Lonnie mentions the fact Joyce’s aunt Darlene also used to hallucinate as a possible reason  (t<strike>erry’s aunt also had mental health issues mentioned in s2 by Becky).</strike> Lonnie even says everything Joyce is seeing  is “all in her head.”  Hopper and Jon both say she needs to sleep and accept reality and Lonnie says she needs to see a “shrink”.  Hopper “i’m not saying that you’re crazy”. Joyce : “no, you are.” Joyce also says to Lonnie “Stop looking at me like that… like everyone else like i’m out of my damn mind.” Hopper also says about Joyce she’s “on the <b>edge</b>”. Callahan says in response , “she’s been on the <b>edge </b>for a while now” (referring to her mental health- even before Will’s dissappearance)”. While Lonnie says Jonathan is “feeding into her hallucinations … you’re going to push her right over the <b>edge</b>.” In s2 Hopper says <i>“ I think everyone is on<b> edge</b>- you, me,<b> Will most of all. (when talking about Will’s ptsd/trauma)” </b></i></p><p>- in s1 They claim Will just “fell” over the<b> edge </b>of the quarry’s cliff. Later the only other queer coded character (Mike) jumps off the quarry cliff (where Will’s body was found) cause the homophobic troy forced him too jump. Troy even says earlier dead-Will is “<b>flying </b>with all the other fairies all<b> happy and gay</b>” (to Mike). And Troy says to Hopper El made Mike “fly” after jumping off the cliff.<b> Friendship saved him from jumping off the edge metaphorically ( a<strike>nd he’ll prob eventually be happy and gay too).</strike></b></p><h2>s2/3</h2><p>-Will is seeing a therapist . And we are told he has ptsd and will experience the anniversary effect, personality changes,nightmares, having episodes, etc. And things “<b>will get worse before they get better”</b>.  Mike also asks if what Will is seeing is “real or like the doctors say all in your head?” And Will continues to see hallucinations of the mf/upsidedown that only he can see initially.</p><p>-Hopper also agrees with owens mentioning how he knew guys with ptsd . joyce : “it’s not like he’s describing a nightmare. He talks about them like they’re real.” Hopper: “Y<i>eah, because they’re not nightmares they’re flashbacks.I think he’s <b>right about trauma.</b>I think everyone is on edge (bringing that s1 ref back), Me you, Will, most of all<b>.Nothing’s gonna go back to the way that it was.</b> Bu</i><i>t <b>it’ll get better.In time.</b></i><b>”</b></p><p>-Nancy suffers from survivor’s guilt and drunkingly says she killed Barb. Jonathan says like Nancy he has <b>“a weight that you that carry all the time . i feel it too.” (cough depression). </b>He also says he tries to be there for Will but says about Will “he’s not the same. maybe things <b>can’t go back to the way they were. (mirroring Hopper’s words earlier that season)”</b></p><p>-Jonathan said in s1 Joyce had “anxiety issues” than Nancy says in s3 “you really are your mother’s son… you worry too much.” Then we see him look worried after the comment.</p><p>- in s2, Axel &amp; a scientist both call El and Will “schizos” because of their powers. In s3 mrs driscoll isn’t believed about the supernatural cause she’s schizophrenic-but like Joyce/Terry was right.</p><p>- Kali saves a woman named Dottie (a british slang term for crazy)  from a mental hospital and then compares her and El to her. saying her non-powered gang is “Like us …outsiders… society discarded them.”  In graphitti we even see the title “obedlam” a british poem about discarding the mentally ill and leaving them homeless.  El before this sees a mentally ill man screaming “we’re all dead!” Kali’s friend says to El, after this encounter they were “dead all of us” until kali “saved them here” (points to head) “and here” (points to heart). Pointing to the theme of love and friendship helping those with such issues. Similar to the cliff analogy.</p><p>-The cycle of ab*se. Max in s2 says she’s afraid of becoming like Billy (her ab*ser). We see Billy mimic his ab*ser neil and inflict pain on max. In s3 we see the roots of his behavior are linked to mimicking Neil- Neil in a flashback says  about <b>baseball</b> “what are you <b>scared?</b>”  “ did i raise a <b>p*ssy f</b>or a son”. So young Billy later in a fight says to a boy “ what are you <b>scared </b>to fight me? fight me<b> p*ssy</b>. (as he beats the boy)” Deflecting his anger of his father on to someone else. In s3, We see as a kid he used to say to Neil “don’t hurt her” (his mom)-specifically after  Neil backhand slaps her -but we later see possessed Billy backhand slap Max (just like neil).  The resentment to his mother leaving - festered into how he views women and max negatively . <strike>And his attraction to mrs wheeler prob is linked to him subconsciously missing his mother.</strike> Max in s2 even says  he can’t take it out on her mother so he does so to her instead (we even have Billy hallucinate hurting mrs wheeler).We see in s2 the cycle of abuse is there- Billy mimics Neil, and then Max mimics Billy. Billy harrasses Max and yells “SAY IT!” (mimicking Neil).  Max like Billy later  yells “<b>SAY IT”</b> and uses a <b>bat </b>/violence to stand up for herself against Billy- which earlier she said she was trying to combat … explaining she can be angry like Billy sometimes but she never wants to be like him (her nickname symbolizing this: aka ‘mad max’).  Billy’s last dying words were an apology to Max- for becoming her neil. And we hopefully will see Max break this cycle.</p><p>- Will says his now memories (that he describes like dreams) are “growing “, “<b>spreading </b>“,and “killing”. While Kali says they need to face their father and (as Brenner) says El has to confront her “wound” or else it’ll “grow”, “spread” and “eventually it’ll kill her.” Kali says she used to be like El . She used to bottle her pain away and it “<b>spread.</b>” But she then says  <b>“I confronted my pain and I finally began to heal</b> (from those wounds).” We also see with jonathan and nancy when describing “shared trauma” zoom in onto the scars on their hands. The wound heeled into a scar so to speak.</p><h2>S2 &amp; 3 ENDINGS</h2><p>both have Hopper do a speech that delves into dealing with trauma/depression but still finding good along the way.</p><p>-s2 Hopper outside the snowball: <i>“how are you holding up? Yeah, <b>that feeling never goes away.</b> It is <b>true what they sa</b>y, you know. <b>Everyday it does get easier.”</b></i></p><p>-s3 Hopper monolouge : <i>“ <b>Feelings jesus. For so long, i’d forgotten what those even were</b>.<b> I’ve been stuck in one place,in a cave you might say</b> ,<b> a deep dark cave (</b><strike>cough s2 supernatural cave</strike><b>).</b> For the first time in a long time, i started to feel things again. I started to feel happy. <b>Life… yeah sometimes it’s painful .sometimes it’s sad, and sometimes it’s suprising… happy.. And when life hurts you, because it will remember the hurt . The hurt is good. It means you’re out of that cave.”</b></i></p><p>BUT YES- St has nothing to do with mental health, we’re just “crazy” and “projecting”. It’s not like some of ya’ll  act pompous when you just have a bias and get pissy at the idea of relating to characters you “other” as “crazy” or “damaged” irl or anything (so attack people for pointing it out). Or (benefit of the doubt) you are just like…. blind… or just a kid who doesn’t know better XD</p></blockquote>
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Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/642235312787079168
Slug: so-i-know-my-latest-posts-havent-been-too-great
Reblog key: hNCabFSs
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>So, I know my latest posts haven’t been too great. I’m fairly sure I’m battling a depressive episode right now. I’ll be ok (being a counselor gives me useful insight to get through these), but it’s always hard. <br/></p><p>Anyway, I’m lacking any real motivation to respond to Asks that deserve detailed responses. I still want to be posting, though, and it does help to keep myself busy when I go through these episodes.</p><p>Please send in Asks that can have quick and easy responses. They can be Stranger Things related or not, serious or fun, whatever. I saw something going around where people submit unpopular opinions to get someone’s thought on them, so that’s an idea, too.</p><p>At any rate, just help keep me engaged.<br/></p>
Tags: 

Post id: 642113864969879552
Date: 2021-02-03 15:51:41 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/642113864969879552
Slug: the-super-bowl-is-this-sunday-im-not-saying
Reblog key: AiS4A2vU
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>The Super Bowl is this Sunday. I’m not saying anything will happen, but, if they <b>were</b> planning to drop a surprise teaser/trailer, I think that would be the time to do it.<br/></p>
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Slug: i-will-present-myself-as-a-model-of-composed
Reblog key: N1x7M1mU
Reblog url: https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/641844790721429504
Reblog name: willthecleric
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/deepend-swimmer/640773248563478528">deepend-swimmer</a>:</p><blockquote><p>okay but i am so excited for the day that byler does become canon and i will see all the byler blogs i follow freak the fuck out</p></blockquote>
<p>I will present myself as a model of composed celebration on my blog.</p><p>In real life? Yes, freaking the fuck out.</p>
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Slug: seriousflightrisk-holidaywithnuts-why-is-it
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Reblog url: https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/641611427882418176/seriousflightrisk-holidaywithnuts-why-is-it
Reblog name: willthecleric
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="http://seriousflightrisk.tumblr.com/post/123047752614">seriousflightrisk</a>:</p><blockquote>
<p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="http://holidaywithnuts.tumblr.com/post/71355762742">holidaywithnuts</a>:</p>
<blockquote>
<p>Why is it always ‘queer people are projecting their identities onto characters’ and never ‘straight people are presuming that their identity is the default’?</p>
</blockquote>
<p>I COULD NOT REBLOG THIS FAST ENOUGH<br/></p>
</blockquote>
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Slug: the-photo-above-is-said-to-be-millie-bobby-brown
Reblog key: 8IrRitYx
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/641499860906000384
Reblog name: hawkinsschoolcounselor
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/641499860906000384/the-photo-above-is-said-to-be-millie-bobby-brown" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/641494865860034560/the-photo-above-is-said-to-be-millie-bobby-brown" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://lyokoghoul14.tumblr.com/post/641493131896946688">lyokoghoul14</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Other Stranger Things 4 set photos!</h1><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="809" data-orig-width="606"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f6e40a715e5ba759706a2981156fcd11/a8b47b43621782db-7a/s640x960/3b5e63ec5edc3fe40cc06eace8ee9f79a16319ff.jpg" data-orig-height="809" data-orig-width="606"/></figure><p class="npf_chat">(The photo above is said to be Millie Bobby Brown hiding behind the umbrella.)</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="654" data-orig-width="338"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a35ded1cce1552893f43e9bf7ee6b54e/a8b47b43621782db-e7/s640x960/2af5dc31f86a4904441b8623f79961ed88c73ee6.jpg" data-orig-height="654" data-orig-width="338"/></figure></blockquote>
<p>Ok… so that <i><b>maybe</b></i> is el in the first pic -hard to say with the umbrella- they obviously want to hide their identity, either way. But that second pic also looks <b>A LOT </b>like Noah. So (both of them? Just el? Just Will? )</p><p>Either way - yiiiikes.  </p><p>We know this is brenner related (cause the gowns /psych faculty uniforms match those of s1, <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/641493123043917824/matthew-modine-spotted-on-set-of-stranger-things">brenner was spotted on set</a>, and just all the st s4 movies with a evil psychiatrist/mental asylum).<strike>That mask/ bonnet is also  totally intentionally covering up a buzz cut /the identity of the person.similar to the umbrella. </strike></p></blockquote>
<p>I know people seem to be assuming the person hidden behind the umbrella is Millie/El, but those legs look rather masculine. They also look a lot like the legs of the person in the robe in the second photo, who looks like it could be Noah/Will. I’m assuming the two photos are of the same person, though I’m aware there’s no way to be 100% sure. I just don’t know why people assume it’s Millie/El without giving any reasons.<br/></p><p>I don’t know if the hat is intentionally covering up hair, as it is January and the other person is also wearing a hat. Still, it makes a positive ID that much harder.</p><p>At any rate, I know I (and others, like <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>) speculated long ago that Will and/or El could see themselves captured by Brenner (or otherwise institutionalized) in Season 4. This seems to be evidence in favor of that theory. <br/></p><p>Hey, it’s nice to get some fresh info, isn’t it, even if it isn’t official. Maybe now people will shut the hell up and stop being jerks to the official social media accounts. They’re working as fast as they safely can.<br/></p></blockquote>
<p>Well, I’m man enough to admit when I’m mistaken. The original photo I looked at was too low quality, so I mistakenly thought the figure with the umbrella had hairy legs. It was probably just due to the blurriness when I tried to enlarge it. It was brought to my attention that there’s a leg scar consistent with El’s leg being cut open in Season 3. Whether it’s Millie or a double, it’s clear it’s likely meant to be El behind that umbrella.</p><p>I still think the figure in the robe and hat looks like Will, though. Perhaps just a coincidence, but it does look like him.</p><p>It’s an interesting scene to start with. I know they don’t strictly film TV shows in order, but earlier stuff would make sense to do first in case changes are needed, that way there aren’t a lot of continuity issues in later episodes. Perhaps a nightmare? I heard someone suggest it could be a flashback, but the leg scar rules that out, plus I don’t know Millie can believably pass for El at 12 anymore.<br/></p>
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Slug: the-photo-above-is-said-to-be-millie-bobby-brown
Reblog key: 8IrRitYx
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/641498391182966785
Reblog name: strangertheory
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/641494865860034560/the-photo-above-is-said-to-be-millie-bobby-brown" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://lyokoghoul14.tumblr.com/post/641493131896946688">lyokoghoul14</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Other Stranger Things 4 set photos!</h1><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="809" data-orig-width="606"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f6e40a715e5ba759706a2981156fcd11/a8b47b43621782db-7a/s640x960/3b5e63ec5edc3fe40cc06eace8ee9f79a16319ff.jpg" data-orig-height="809" data-orig-width="606"/></figure><p class="npf_chat">(The photo above is said to be Millie Bobby Brown hiding behind the umbrella.)</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="654" data-orig-width="338"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a35ded1cce1552893f43e9bf7ee6b54e/a8b47b43621782db-e7/s640x960/2af5dc31f86a4904441b8623f79961ed88c73ee6.jpg" data-orig-height="654" data-orig-width="338"/></figure></blockquote>
<p>Ok… so that <i><b>maybe</b></i> is el in the first pic -hard to say with the umbrella- they obviously want to hide their identity, either way. But that second pic also looks <b>A LOT </b>like Noah. So (both of them? Just el? Just Will? )</p><p>Either way - yiiiikes.  </p><p>We know this is brenner related (cause the gowns /psych faculty uniforms match those of s1, <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/641493123043917824/matthew-modine-spotted-on-set-of-stranger-things">brenner was spotted on set</a>, and just all the st s4 movies with a evil psychiatrist/mental asylum).<strike>That mask/ bonnet is also  totally intentionally covering up a buzz cut /the identity of the person.similar to the umbrella. </strike></p></blockquote>
<p>I know people seem to be assuming the person hidden behind the umbrella is Millie/El, but those legs look rather masculine. They also look a lot like the legs of the person in the robe in the second photo, who looks like it could be Noah/Will. I’m assuming the two photos are of the same person, though I’m aware there’s no way to be 100% sure. I just don’t know why people assume it’s Millie/El without giving any reasons.<br/></p><p>I don’t know if the hat is intentionally covering up hair, as it is January and the other person is also wearing a hat. Still, it makes a positive ID that much harder.</p><p>At any rate, I know I (and others, like <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>) speculated long ago that Will and/or El could see themselves captured by Brenner (or otherwise institutionalized) in Season 4. This seems to be evidence in favor of that theory. <br/></p><p>Hey, it’s nice to get some fresh info, isn’t it, even if it isn’t official. Maybe now people will shut the hell up and stop being jerks to the official social media accounts. They’re working as fast as they safely can.<br/></p>
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Slug: so-guess-who-is-going-to-be-working-from-home-for
Reblog key: kIs6gXeO
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>So, guess who is going to be working from home for the foreseeable future?</p><p>They brought us all back in last Thursday to get ready for the kids to return tomorrow. They decided today that we will be virtual until further notice.</p><p>I was actually looking forward to seeing my students in person again, even if I wouldn&rsquo;t be able to have any of them come to my office. I was even able to tolerate the commute since traffic is still pretty light.</p><p>Sigh.</p><p>Well, I guess I might have more time for my backlog of Asks.</p>
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Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>If there are no more submissions for the 1000th Follower Ask Me Anything, I will attempt to return to our irregularly scheduled programming this weekend.</p><p>I do want to mention, though, that I am back to working from my office. This means I may not have as much time to post, as I can&rsquo;t access Tumblr from my work computer, and I don&rsquo;t like trying to make detailed posts from my phone.</p>
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Slug: 1000-followers
Reblog key: F6HuwNob
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 1000 Followers?!!
Body: <p>I seriously don’t know what to say.<br/><br/>When I started this thing shortly after season 3, it was mainly to give myself an outlet for all the thoughts I had. I really had nobody in real life who was into the show enough to want to hear about what I thought. <br/></p><p>Then I came here, and I saw that there were people who were willing to look closely at what was going on in the show. There were people who didn’t just casually watch it or take everything at face value. People like <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> showed me that deep analyses had a place in the fandom. And, yes, while I didn’t get into the fandom because of Byler, it was nice to see that I wasn’t the only one who thought there might be something going on there.</p><p>Still, it’s astounding to me that I’ve managed to gain so many followers. I realize that maybe only 10% of them are actually paying attention to me at this point, but it still means that 1000 people liked my thoughts enough to hit that button. <br/></p><p>I’ve been worried for quite some time now that the quality of my posts have been declining. I haven’t really had too many fresh new ideas in a while, instead relying on the multitudes of Asks I have. I sometimes feel like I’m not the best one to answer them, but I always try to give it my best shot. I promise I will get to all of those Asks eventually. <br/><br/><b>For now, to celebrate this milestone, I open my Askbox for a sort of Ask Me Anything. </b>Is there anything you’ve been wanting to know about me? Any questions about Stranger Things you felt were too small? Any curiosities about where I land on non-Stranger Things fandoms, issues, or events? Go for it. The floor is yours.<br/></p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/639860024995463168/wow-milevens-can-be-so-petty-and-childish">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Wow, Milevens can be so petty and childish. Creating a fic and tagging it Byler then having Mike leave Will becausehe loves El. Writing a note at the end saying ‘it sucks when people don’t tag things properly huh’. Let’s ignore that they mistag way more than Bylers ever do. This is just a perfect example of why I hate Milevens. They are so bitter and childish I can’t believe it.</p></blockquote>
<p>Things like this are frustrating, yes, but let’s all just remember to take the high road. I saw this particular fic, and it was blatantly obvious what was coming not even halfway through. I hesitate to even mention this because it honestly doesn’t deserve our attention. But, now that the ice has been broken&hellip;</p><p>What stood out to me was the hamfisted comparisons between El and Will in order to make declarations of Will being weak, that El was a perfected version of him. People like that author are actually threatened not only by other other fans (us), but by a fictional character. That author, and I use that term loosely, is not a fan of Stranger Things, but rather a character. He or she is so triggered by Byler fans, one in particular, that they went out of their way to do something like this. All this person did was show how scared they are of dissenting opinions. </p><p>I would hope that Mileven fans are just as annoyed by this. It’d be a shame for any segment of any fandom to be defined by the actions of an idiot. I may not think Mileven is a healthy relationship, and I believe that Will and Mike are being set up, but I would never be ok with fans bashing El or singling out members of the fan community. These characters are more than their relationships. I would hope that my followers agree with me on that.<br/><br/>Now, let’s forget that this person even exists. I realize the irony of saying that after writing all this, but, honestly, giving this person attention, or, god forbid, responding in kind, is the worst thing anyone can do.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bitch-itsbyler-deactivated20210/639687194621231104">bitch-itsbyler-deactivated20210</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="868" data-orig-width="847"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/83e969d9d7dbead10c220ddb6772ede5/3ffb9c9e8d4f99c6-6b/s640x960/154afff3b029cb1a3b372c909799ef3b8c30b3e3.jpg" data-orig-height="868" data-orig-width="847"/></figure></div><p>But HOw did I mISS it???</p></blockquote>
<p>Jonathan: You seeing this?!<br/>Will: Trying not to.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/639544027358904320/mike-comes-out-to-el-mileven-breaks-up-for" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Mike comes out  to El , Mileven breaks up for good, and the future of byler (s4 theory)</h2>
<p>*this is based off the stranger things movie inspirations they listed on twitter , in the show, or in interviews/other outside materials. All movies mentioned have been said to be inspo for the show.</p>
<figure data-orig-width="1496" data-orig-height="1013" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/028c06a618bd4ce9f64c4fb5352039a4/e7e3fb28b62f3d61-86/s540x810/3196ac772727bbedba346de9bbbc34223490636b.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="1496" data-orig-height="1013" data-media-key="028c06a618bd4ce9f64c4fb5352039a4:e7e3fb28b62f3d61-86"/></figure><p>So I’ll be mentioning mostly the movies- sw*ngers, what women want, wet hot american summer and splash (and others). Along with Tootsie -which was shown in s4 bts.</p>
<p>Before I give a rough outline of what may happen. I have to specify I don’t think El will be “heartbroken” over mileven cause I don’t think she loves Mike romantically . <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/190353843993/el-is-not-in-love-with-mike">I’ve already discussed why i think she doesn’t love him romantically </a>at nauseam - but regardless  mileven brings out the worst in  El and Mike. And literally inhibits her character growth. So as an El fan- I’m super excited for mileven to be put to rest. SORRY.  I’ll trade El &amp; Kali teaming up to get closure from their ab*ser …over mileven any day of the week XD. </p>
<p>I think Mileven broke up in s3 (and remained broken up) . But we’ll have more closure and a more official breakup in s4  when Mike visits the byers. (And Mike admits he’s gay to his ex )- before byler officially begins. Essentially, I think- Mileven broke up, but El still calls constantly .And Mike starts ignoring her calls so El demands an explanation and he admits to her he’s gay and doesn’t want to get back together. </p>
<h2>So first lets talk about <b>Phone calls </b>
</h2>
<p>I think based off the movies and s3 we’ll see El call quite a bit in s4 (almost obsessively) . And Mike has had enough. In s3, he said he’ll call so often -she’ll have to turn her walkie off . But I believe it’ll be the opposite-with El calling so much he’ll turn it off.</p>
<figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="340" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3a739386e36072b1ccc5ce4688da71b9/e7e3fb28b62f3d61-06/s540x810/d03b6d4f5f1f9c9b5ed3eafe7270feba6fdbc07e.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="340"/></figure><p>We see foreshadowing for this in s3 when Mike hangs up the phone after saying <b>“El ? no, sorry, not interested.</b>” Or when he hangs up on her multiple other times that season ( he even technically hung up the walkie on her in s2 , as well ). But, in defense of El,  given her lack of socialization (and seeing mike call her constantly between s1-2 I wouldn’t be surprised if she thought this was the norm).</p>
<figure data-orig-width="575" data-orig-height="1019" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c784ae423de3c42d2940d89244f1f182/e7e3fb28b62f3d61-8b/s540x810/374618652f9718232f3070328fd09873af244909.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="575" data-orig-height="1019"/></figure><p>-In splash there’s a scene similar to s3 - a blond relative picks up another phone to eavesdrop on him talking to his gf. He yells at the blonde relative and when the gf asks if he loves her -he tries to dodge the question. But they break up and he admits to his relative he never loved her. Maybe confessing to Karen?</p>
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<figure data-orig-width="411" data-orig-height="685" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ee90e5a59b2d3de5757d6f94dc64eb8e/e7e3fb28b62f3d61-b6/s540x810/eae36aba95acd5b6d617d08e1e888883bb854739.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="411" data-orig-height="685"/></figure><p>-some other aspects of the s3 breakup may be taken from  “pineapple express .Which had comedic breakups via phone  . <b>When broken-up he says  “I love you “ and she says it back to him (like mileven). He IMMEDIATELY  says he takes it back and  “I made a mistake”</b> (when he sees she took him seriously). And then he specifies that’s it’s because she’s must be too “  <b>naive and immature</b>” to willing to take him back after how horrible of a bf he was to her in the past. Which yeah -fits mileven: they said the ‘L word’ when broken up, Mike did immediately try to take it back , and he may have realized at the s3 finalie how naive el was -to still want him back despite him not being a good bf to her. In ‘p.i’ the girl’s mom even says  maybe it’s best she find someone new who actually appreciated her or ‘better yet just be single’ and hang out with her gal pals (lol if joyce gave this advice to El-that’d be great)!  El doesn’t need romance to be her own-happy person! Also in ‘p.i’ Dale + his male bff are always assumed to be gay for eachother as a running gag .So … I’ll technically throw that as another byler hint- lol.<br/></p>
<figure data-orig-width="1034" data-orig-height="923" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0a7a5856ebad1bf432b94537d7202f5a/e7e3fb28b62f3d61-dd/s540x810/c6f299bec81fefd3be8f3259e4abe99022f5b032.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1034" data-orig-height="923"/></figure><p>-In sw*ngers Michael (yes that’s his name) who is made fun of for being perceived as gay gets a call from his ex gf of 6 months). And he hangs up on her to talk to his other love interest who asks if he wants to see her. Michael (specifically hangs up on his ex as she says “I lo-” to talk to this new love interest. He later brags to his friend (at a dinner) about not calling her back (despite her wanting to get back together) and he says proudly she was “always his ex”- when his friend incorrectly calls her his “gf” . </p>
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<figure data-orig-width="727" data-orig-height="627" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/40497a9a03a82ed97af0279ddf9d537f/e7e3fb28b62f3d61-cf/s540x810/b19cb605a8020d443526aa5e29356dfe1f4403d4.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="727" data-orig-height="627"/></figure><p>Similar to ‘tootise’  &amp; in ‘what women want’-both gals who’s phone calls were ignored ask if their bf (in mileven’s case -ex bf ) is gay. And in ‘swingers’ someone makes fun of mike for being gay. too  Lol-i’m sorry 2 movies where a guy named Mike is called out for being gay /and 2 movies where a gf who’s phone calls are ignored asks is they’re bf is gay is suspish XD<br/></p>
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<p>- Michael (from the film) despite not want to be with her anymore (and loving someone else) tries giving her a gift to patch things up - despite his lying/ignoring her. The gift /empty gesture annoys her. Which is similar to st- mike not apologizing for lying- but trying to give El a gift to make up with her (but he doesn’t even do as much as film-Mike).</p>
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<p>In ‘tootsie’, she finds romantic letters Michael has from another guy and this causes her to ask him if he’s gay .(20+ movies have romantic letters). In ‘littlewomen’ the artist gal and her future husband (who used to have a crush on the painter’s sis) exchange letters.And in ‘wet hot american summer’- a guy ditched his friends to write a letter (and his friends make a gay joke about him because of his letter writing-not knowing he’s actually gay.  </p>
<p>In ‘what women want’ when confronted- he admits he’s gay to his ex gf. In ‘tootsie’ she asks if he’s gay and he avoids the question but after she demands that he be “truthful for once in your life”. And, we all know how Mike constantly “lied” to EL .michael finally says he’ll stop lying to her and admits he’s in love with someone else. </p>
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<figure data-orig-width="1397" data-orig-height="852" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1162bf04093e03fcc9aa75d83b58bcd5/e7e3fb28b62f3d61-0a/s540x810/cfa27b97e5d477c693d82366429f91dc9e685317.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="1397" data-orig-height="852"/></figure><p>But I do think they eventually get closure and El realizes she doesn’t love Mike (romantically either) before her real character/story arc begins. </p> <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/639544027358904320/mike-comes-out-to-el-mileven-breaks-up-for" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/639494351270100992">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I need a moment to be petty and rant a little bit. I&rsquo;m in a tiny mood. I might delete this later, but.</p><p>I thought I muted that overgrown  tell-fans-what-they-wanna-hear fan-run tabloid-news(ish) Twitter account but I still keep getting Twitter notifications for it anyways because Twitter gives accounts clout for simply having a large audience regardless of whether or not they are an official authority. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="264" data-orig-width="500" data-tumblr-attribution="leelee10898:xJatzqsmHTaiRj7z5zC-0w:ZSoYtZ2lB-9eH"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e106cbb213021d040f10ae17a7a8f82e/b2f3c64637dac168-6c/s640x960/341952442a58b1c60b159d3033ac0b8a9abbcd0a.gif" data-orig-height="264" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><p>I&rsquo;m not usually one to focus on things that I dislike but because I am someone who enjoys speculation and theories and recognizing that &ldquo;we don&rsquo;t know what we don&rsquo;t know&rdquo; I have a <i>strong</i> dislike and distrust towards social media accounts that pretend to be an authority and don&rsquo;t make it clear that they are simply theorizing and speculating about a lot of things that truly can&rsquo;t be treated as absolute yet.</p><p>Everything a certain account posts (anything that they share that is not directly linking to a real authoritative source published by a more reputable news outlet) is often <i>extremely</i> click-baity and entirely formulated to simply tell fans what they want to hear and build vague, empty hype and generate reactions and likes. (Anything for that like and reblog!)</p><p>Maybe I&rsquo;m not appreciating the way that accounts like these still keep the hype and passion for the series alive but I&rsquo;m not sure the negative repercussions of the shady rumor-mill aspects of these types of posts are worth it.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="264" data-orig-width="500" data-tumblr-attribution="ink-flowers:7LOK2SBDVReEYnIMuTgZZg:ZDOXKu2knxBGp"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0a124fa681bc10a87f337a3d9ceff4bb/b2f3c64637dac168-11/s640x960/6977c9a08afb646289b78df0d3836649f0f515cb.gif" data-orig-height="264" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><p>If news and information isn&rsquo;t from one of the official Stranger Things accounts, from Netflix, or from an interview with the Duffer Brothers or cast members I don&rsquo;t trust it. I don&rsquo;t. And I like it when accounts are up-front and honest about their level of authority. If you call yourself a &ldquo;news&rdquo; account but don&rsquo;t provide any information on your credentials, only repost news from other sources (because you aren&rsquo;t hosting interviews with the cast yourself) and then you create new click-baity and misleading captions for that &ldquo;news&rdquo;: you&rsquo;re not even tabloid-quality gossip because at least tabloids have their own staff actively seeking out unique scoops of their own from direct sources, you are just a fan account like anyone else.</p><p>For anyone that doesn&rsquo;t already know: hi! I&rsquo;m <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> ! And as implied in my blog name I am a blogger who is passionate about <i>theories</i> and speculation. I try to do my best at drawing a line between analysis, theory, hypotheses, and wishful thinking and headcanons. Most of what I talk about on my blog is speculative analysis and hypothetical, but I do my best to create theories based on evidence in the series and from official sources nonetheless and I try to cite it whenever I can. But I could be wrong about my ideas and I will never lie to you all or encourage you to falsely think that I am in any way affiliated with the official Stranger Things production. I am unaffiliated with Stranger Things and just a fan. In my opinion any accounts that don&rsquo;t make this clear and act as if they are authorities are dishonest and manipulative. And they bother me.</p><p>Some red flags for fake and unreliable fan accounts that pretend to be authorities when they aren&rsquo;t include (but are not limited to) : reposted content that looks like it was taken from elsewhere without citation or credit to the original source, click-baity statements that prioritize hype / reactions / reposts / comments over accuracy of information, vague credentials and information about the account that make them sound official but still tell you absolutely nothing about who they are and why you should trust them, fanon content mixed in inconsistently with more verifiable posts in attempts to make the less trustworthy content sound more legitimate, inconsistent or contradictory infornation, overtly incorrect information, etc.</p><p>So I wanted to rant about it a little today.</p><p>This isn&rsquo;t an issue with only one account out there: this issue applies to many accounts. But I do find it insufferable. I think it lacks integrity and respect for the people who work to provide fans with <i>real news.</i></p><p>Alright: got that rant out of my system! (I feel a little better!)</p><p>I&rsquo;m not going to clarify what account I am talking about but I&rsquo;m sure you all know of one or many that fit this description. </p></blockquote>
<p>I usually only reblog posts if I feel I have something to add. This one, though, I feel needs to be seen by as many people as possible, even if I have nothing to add to it. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/634357793302937600">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1918" data-orig-width="1242"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/159726b8cd34aed07e5ca8dc62c15fa1/d425ec7500c000b6-1f/s640x960/d2d5a6878d5a2ff38ca20c0f563968329b288f81.jpg" data-orig-height="1918" data-orig-width="1242"/></figure></div><p>It’s Will’s bear from s1 . You can see it when joyce enters his room when the radio starts playing “should I stay or should I go.” </p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1444" data-orig-width="1242"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fcf99f39e7467dcf8d5ffaebc98ed328/d425ec7500c000b6-ed/s640x960/cbe33a1675f4b27d92752dd9f2d9c271a92fc7b5.jpg" data-orig-height="1444" data-orig-width="1242"/></figure></div><p>Lol this popular mileven instagramer muted comments only on this post (and none of their other posts literally 100s of their posts  don’t have blocked comments) - all so they could spread misinformation. I can’t . They’re so desperate. Needed to correct them😂</p><p>Mileven kissing (as Will’s bear literally comes between them). Mike having el kiss him in Will’s room (in front of Will’s open closet) as Mike keeps his eyes open. I can’t &hellip; </p><p>They also try to twist stuff about crazy/stupid being about mileven  cause they stalk my blog 😂</p></blockquote>
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Reblog key: f0uTBcOl
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: There’s gotta be a better way to do this!: An index post
Body: <p>I decided to make a much needed index for my posts. Some of my best thoughts were written up months ago, so many of my newer followers may not have seen them. I’m included any post I feel was significant and thorough, even if they may not have held up well. These posts will generally be listed in chronological order in each category. You’ll be able to see how my thoughts may have evolved.</p><p>Some posts may fit in both the character study/love categories. Discussions of a character’s romantic development (i.e. “is Will gay?”) will fall under the character studies. Love &amp; Relationships will primarily deal with the relationships themselves.<br/></p><p><b>Psych analyses/Character studies</b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186357740448/billys-redemption-arc-pleeeeease">Billy‘s “redemption” </a><br/></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186385601658/will-byers-the-great-debate">Will Byers: The Great Debate</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186405742388/can-you-do-an-analysis-of-nancy">Nancy</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186428843328/will-byers-growing-up-gay-in-the-pre-internet">Will Byers &amp; Growing Up Gay in the Pre-Internet Era</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186473504358/eleven-and-her-curious-lack-of-development">Eleven and her curious lack of development</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186496763523/mike-wheeler-is-this-his-story">Mike Wheeler: Is this his story?</a><b><br/></b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186541485563/case-study-of-wheeler-family-please">Wheeler Family</a><br/></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186913095593/i-find-eleven-an-extremely-fascinating-character">El’s growth is limited by her fixation on Mike</a><b><br/></b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/187406278823/could-you-please-do-an-analysis-of-jonathan-im">Jonathan</a><b><br/></b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/620659316071989248/could-you-possibly-do-an-analysis-of-the-byers">Byers Family</a><b><br/></b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/621933440365887488/what-about-a-character-analysis-of-will-byers">Will</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622002101382496256/id-love-to-see-a-character-analyses-on-max">Max</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622643849439936513/ted-wheeler-deconstructing-a-trope">Ted Wheeler: Deconstructing a trope</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622847333061787648/analysis-of-el-if-youd-like">El</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623460504603590656/character-analysis-on-steve-if-youre-okay-with">Steve (and Identity Development)</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623561462972071936/how-is-jim-hopper-one-of-your-favorite-characters">Hopper has trauma, too</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/624998167087284224/do-you-think-mike-is-gay-or-bi-i-always-thought">Is Mike gay or bi?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625900653239255040/why-do-you-lie-a-look-at-a-gay-mike-wheeler">“Why do you lie?”: A look at a gay Mike Wheeler</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/626357485216956416/what-do-you-think-people-misunderstand-the-most">Misconceptions about Mike and Will</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/626548909680001024/did-you-want-hopper-actually-to-die-or-youre-glad">Hopper deserves to live</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/626729766141247488/when-lucas-and-dustin-were-hanging-out-with-max">Mike is full of self-hate</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/626826093899497473/do-you-have-any-takes-on-steves-family-life-he">Steve’s family life</a></p><p>
<a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/627080364243009537/what-kind-of-a-father-do-you-think-hopper-will-be">What kind of father would Hopper be to Will?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/627268512537247744/i-noticed-that-we-rarely-see-will-and-el-coincide">We rarely see Will &amp; El together</a><br/></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/629373742443905024/how-do-you-think-the-characters-will-react-to">How would other characters react to Will (and Mike) being gay?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/629909875310362624/how-do-you-think-the-will-and-the-rest-would-react">How would characters react to Will having made the Upside Down?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/630267940347002880/yoo-i-was-wondering-if-its-all-right-to-do-an">Mr. Clarke</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/630552807059193856/some-fans-say-that-its-ableist-to-suggest-that-el">It’s not ableist to acknowledge El’s stunted development</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/633443294941233152/hi-i-just-read-your-evil-will-post-what-makes">Will we see an “evil Will”?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/633716896797196288/sorry-if-youve-already-mentioned-this-but-if-the">Lucas wanting to be more manly</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/634176752312352768/my-friends-and-i-occasionally-play-that-made-up">The main characters’ strengths and weaknesses</a><br/></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/634442658533752832/you-think-billy-made-the-self-sacrifice-play-on">Billy standing up to the Mindflayer</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/636525247683870720/do-you-think-when-dustin-saw-wills-body-being">Does Dustin regret his last words to Will in s1e1?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/637155422366760960/who-do-you-think-would-be-most-likely-to-sacrifice">Who is most likely to pull a sacrifice play?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/648665942882222080/how-old-do-you-think-eleven-jane-is-mentally">El’s mental age</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/650741889364115456/el-and-morality">El and Morality</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/651191570431885312/ive-been-thinking-about-els-loss-of-her-powers">El’s power loss</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/640070613993668608/i-hope-you-havent-already-done-this-sorry-if">The El/Will dynamic in season 4</a><br/></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/656536591738748928/do-you-think-its-possible-brenner-did-hypnosis-on">El’s lack of memory of Kali/others</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/671229841335631872/mike-wheeler-the-closet">Mike Wheeler &amp; The Closet</a></p><p><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/691579766147514368?source=share">Brenner’s IQ</a></p><p><b>Love &amp; Relationships</b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186280065033/mike-and-eleven-are-an-unhealthy-couple-and-other">Mike and Eleven are an unhealthy couple, and other ST relationship notes</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186308146813/were-we-gay-baited-the-issue-of-will-and">Were we Gay-Baited? The Issue of Will and Byler/Byeler, a Discussion of Apophenia, Identification, and Empathy</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186767710108/what-do-you-think-of-mike-and-elevens-kissing">Mike &amp; El’s kissing was meant to be uncomfortable to watch</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/187174090898/do-you-think-they-realized-that-after-the-fight">Will was only upset by Mike &amp; El even though his other friends were dating</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/621928679812038656/whats-your-opinion-on-jancy">Jancy</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622269293185417216/its-not-my-fault-you-dont-like-girls-how-one">“It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!”: How one line sparked a pointless debate</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622910719032246272/heteronormativity-and-its-impact-on-stranger">Heteronormativity and its impact on Stranger Things</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623104470799269888/could-you-do-an-analysis-on-billy-and-steves">Billy &amp; Steve’s “relationship”</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623261573786550273/hiya-id-love-to-see-your-thoughts-on-the-ship">Elmax</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623570677344141312/do-you-have-a-take-on-how-max-and-mike-each-behave">Max and Mike both control El in a way</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623925026839756800/do-you-think-its-possible-that-byler-and">Is Byler’s buildup an accident?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/624453077784739840/what-do-you-think-of-when-mike-said-i-love-her">“I love her, and I can’t lose her again!”</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625560222770020352/does-the-fact-that-jonathan-took-a-photo-of-nancy">Nancy being ok with Jonathan taking pictures of her</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625623880861614080/a-lot-of-people-think-that-even-if-bob-survived">Joyce would choose Bob over Hopper had he survived</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625980405652340737/what-do-you-like-and-dislike-the-most-about-jancy">The good and bad of Jancy and Jopper</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/626480940301058048/will-it-be-ok-for-you-if-steve-doesnt-find">Steve doesn’t need a girlfriend to be happy</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/627555818853810176/if-byler-is-going-to-be-canon-will-it-change-els">How would El react to Byler?</a><br/></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/627171141141823488/sometimes-i-wonder-about-how-relationships-would">How would relationships be affected by supernatural trauma?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/627811764576403456/i-respect-your-opinion-and-even-if-our-opinions">The established relationships aren’t as good as they look</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/627881913424756736/since-which-episode-you-started-to-think-that">When did I start believing in Byler?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/628476410995048448/what-is-to-you-the-biggest-byler-proof-and-how">Byler is about the little things</a></p><p><b>Miscellaneous (posts about the show itself, expanded universe, etc.)<br/></b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186379238518/suspicious-minds-thoughts-and-observations">Suspicious Minds: Thoughts and Observations (spoilers)</a><b><br/></b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622472772880318465/why-i-stop-short-of-hope">Why I stop short of hope</a><br/></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623178680938774528/if-you-could-rewrite-one-scene-in-stranger-things">If I could rewrite 3 scenes</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623179233153433600/if-you-could-ask-the-duffer-brothers-three">The 3 questions I’d ask the Duffers</a><br/></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623534719752110080/top-5-favourite-st-characters">Top 5 Stranger Things characters</a><b><br/></b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625123593654779904/top5-favorite-st-ships">Top 5 Ships</a><b><br/></b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625275696527343616/which-st-actors-do-you-think-are-the-most-talented">Most talented/charismatic actors</a><b><br/></b></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/626482063353298944/you-might-have-answered-something-close-to-this">Who on the show do I relate to?</a></p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/638682360733417472/do-you-think-that-the-audiences-overall-favor-of">Will the feelings of the fans/actors influence the Duffers’ decision?</a><b><br/></b></p>
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Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/632870815109677056
Slug: im-really-getting-tired-of-stranger-things-being
Reblog key: DJrEjXTN
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I’m really getting tired of Stranger Things being in my New Releases queue on Netflix. That’s just unnecessary taunting at this point.<br/></p><p>Also, what is the point of paid streaming services if I need to buy add-ons to get certain content? The Man With One Red Shoe isn’t such a blockbuster hit that I should have to also pay for HBO Max to watch it on Prime Video or Hulu.<br/></p>
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Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/638486202033520640
Slug: merry-christmas-dear-readers-i-just-thought-id
Reblog key: MTbc8AQB
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>Merry Christmas, dear readers! I just thought I&rsquo;d share with you the Christmas present I received from my roommate.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/401ce1ef7253965e903a317f05db4dee/3aa61e0b1c0ace4e-35/s640x960/28608ee3e99e42da5439e20fc38f1d672b2e3385.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p>He&rsquo;s the best.</p>
Tags: stranger things, will byers, will the wise, black cauldron
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Reblog url: https://notasdeuncuervo.tumblr.com/post/630270128654827520/what-was-expected-what-actually-happened-i
Reblog name: notasdeuncuervo
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://notasdeuncuervo.tumblr.com/post/630270128654827520/what-was-expected-what-actually-happened-i" class="tumblr_blog">notasdeuncuervo</a>:</p><blockquote><p><b>What was expected: </b></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="602" data-orig-width="1201" style=""><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/76b5e4d619826f141ccd0310a723ac1f/3459b5ffb60e18a7-fe/s540x810/a5e7af235ec2ca1674b44773e690dab45f26f7f1.png" data-orig-height="602" data-orig-width="1201"/></figure><p><b> What actually happened: </b></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="604" data-orig-width="1198"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7ca66127209fbb52909ac66309d6a4b5/3459b5ffb60e18a7-7b/s540x810/b16c8a6d79294b0fa6170e957bf69a082cacd8d1.png" data-orig-height="604" data-orig-width="1198"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="601" data-orig-width="1204"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/27089a5e572f6330524d7c5d60c85628/3459b5ffb60e18a7-a6/s540x810/8ac4d0c919ed050b502e197d2fb740fa71da49c1.png" data-orig-height="601" data-orig-width="1204"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="596" data-orig-width="1202"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7c5023e2d88ed1d96eca46ce073127c0/3459b5ffb60e18a7-48/s540x810/361041b05a3182775405e220d2eb1102ca6ae0ac.png" data-orig-height="596" data-orig-width="1202"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="599" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bfbf5c3943538ceaba8f570b0fcd919a/3459b5ffb60e18a7-fb/s540x810/f22ad150601ebfc6568a5c21d2f94ca9a3de0611.png" data-orig-height="599" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure><p><strike>I would have made gifs but I’m still not good at it hahahaha.</strike><br/></p></blockquote>
<p>I mean, where’s the lie?<br/></p>
Tags: stranger things, byler
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Reblog name: strangertheory
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/637140594599313408/guardian21-people-were-asking-why-mindflayer" class="tumblr_blog">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://guardian21.tumblr.com/post/636215295370035200/people-were-asking-why-mindflayer-didnt-do" class="tumblr_blog">guardian21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="825"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8fd7992ac510f61b578b21566ce7570c/2702e3b19cde5ab4-cd/s640x960/dcf4c8c8a4cc254ffbae4a3defa6566f3246c020.png" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="825"/></figure></p><p>People were asking why Mindflayer didn’t do anything to Will (other than scaring him) in S3?</p><p>Read Will’s character sheet in Hawking’s yearbook. They published this before S3. </p><p>D&amp;D is a from of storytelling.</p><p>Keep in mind, 4 seasons were planned, but during quarantine, Duffers got chance to  improve scripts and told us there will be one more season after S4.</p></blockquote>
<p>“Potion of dragon control” definitely catches my eye as being possibly relevant to the story and to future plot-points, too.<br/></p><p>I had also <i>not</i> realized that Will the Wise is an elf! That adds one more detail that may or (may not) connect the Will the Wise character to El thematically. El is perceived as having green-tinged skin and elf ears when she’s seen at one point in the Upside Down next to Will the Wise (who has a reddish-brown beard and mustache) in Castle Byers. </p><figure data-orig-width="1024" data-orig-height="540" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2c473b6985a01ab6789497023fb552de/6e915f2d9901c572-37/s540x810/07b56f88f338a0650d07377108229b57ad1b8339.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="1024" data-orig-height="540"/></figure><p>MmmmmHHHHHMMMMMMMM.</p><p><i>I haven’t mentioned it in any blogposts yet because I’d want to create a longer blogpost about it and I believe that I am alone in this idea and no other bloggers share this particular thought with me currently (?): but I have most definitely considered the possibility that Hopper could at some point be reborn/transformed into “Will the Wise” in future seasons or at least represent the inspiration for his alter (a protective, strong figure with a beard and mustache) within the DID System. I also see the alternate possibility of Will the Wise continuing to be represented as resembling Will Byers himself and portrayed by Noah Schnapp just as he has been represented so far in the series. I’ve considered both hypotheticals. But. I do find the little connections between El and Will the Wise very interesting, and the resemblance between Hopper and Will the Wise as he appears in the comics worth considering.</i></p><p><i>One of many ideas that I am not deeply committed to by any means but have considered sometimes.</i></p></blockquote>
<p>Very interesting. I’m not sure I totally follow how the Staff of the Magi and the Scroll relate to seasons 1 &amp; 2, but if Will the Wise’s inventory is truly linked to the seasons, then we may see Will take control next season (or season 5). I’ve previously mentioned how Will is eventually going to have to fully realize his powers and take control of everything that’s going on. I’m certainly not opposed to evidence that suggests I might be right.</p><p>Normally I’d see something like this as a nice touch of character/world building with no real meaning to it. However, Will the Wise is a 3rd level character with two rather powerful items. A Staff of the Magi has traditionally been a “legendary” quality item that grants additional powers to a spellcasting class, such as casting certain spells without a spell slot since they are imbued into the staff. A potion of dragon control is quite valuable, as it effectively allows the free casting of a charm monster spell on a dragon, traditionally a powerful monster type which usually would wreck a level 3 character.</p><p>So, either whoever made this character sheet is just trying to make Will the Wise look good, or these are deliberate hints. Since Will the Wise’s highest stat is Dexterity (looks to be 18, unless that’s an oddly drawn 11) instead of Intelligence, I’m going with that this MIGHT mean something. Will was said to be good at hiding, and Stealth draws from a character’s Dexterity bonus.<br/></p>
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Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/636448087924228096/milevens-for-you">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/itsonlystrange/636443272955494400">itsonlystrange</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I just witnessed someone compare Kaypeace to Trump- Trump,  a racist disgusting homophobic monster. They compared a literal dictator to a Byler shipper. What is wrong with people 🤠 <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1152"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0a9f1978db021c2af0ea335ee5617ece/272a0ca4fcb9fade-b8/s640x960/c2994b4f297d9181fd7c51fa618fdedb31dc5fbf.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1152"/></figure></div></blockquote><p>Milevens for you.</p></blockquote>
<p>It’s more funny than anything. They’re trying to tear her down, but it’s clear that she’s living rent-free in their heads. If they have a problem with her “conspiracies” then they could just provide a cogent counterargument instead of this buffoonery. </p><p>The passion of youth is commendable, but it’s too often put to poor use. This is an example. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/0daylighthours0/636228198971080704">0daylighthours0</a>:</p><blockquote><p>So I don’t think this has been mentioned before, and if it has it hasn’t been mentioned enough. So in an interview, The Duffers said that they tell their actors what’s going to happen to them in the season prior to the one they’re filming at the moment. Basically what relationships they’re going to be in, what choices they’re going to make, who’s going to upset them, etc. They do this so that their actors know how to act around certain people, add in little things that hint towards how their relationship is going to be with that person in future. </p><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><p>As an example they mentioned that they told Noah Schnapp, while filming season 2, what sort of things would happen to him in season 3. This means that Noah knew his character would have a break down because of heart break in season 3. This also means that Noah must have been knowingly making his character show signs of being in love with Mike in season 2. You can find proof for this in the ‘crazy together’ scene Will has with Mike. In that scene Will looked really happy at Mike’s statement, that they’d go ‘crazy together’. Even though Will was going through a lot in that moment, and felt unsafe and horrible in general, Mike was able to make him smile. They shared a loving look, and Will looked as if he was questioning himself the moment Mike looked away. </p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="849" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/79a1e015f60a6354621811937190d16f/e39e5c7e4a3de80a-fb/s640x960/dd9d10d751fc8dd5fbaedaebcc05a02af9b7490d.jpg" data-orig-height="849" data-orig-width="1536"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><p>Noah must have known to act like this, as his character suffers heart break because of Mike in season 3. With this knowledge, we can pay attention to how certain characters act around certain people, for telling how their relationships will be in future. Taking a look at Mike and Eleven’s relationship in season 3, we can pick up signs that they won’t get back together in season 4. If Finn Wolfhard knows that his character will admit that he doesn’t love El in season 4, then we can find evidence for this at the start of season 3, when Mike leaves El’s house to join Max, Lucas and Will on a double - date. He’s talking to El over his cerebro, and she’s saying that she wishes she was with him. When Mike responds with an ‘I know, me too’ he sounds very fake. You can even say he sounds slightly annoyed at El, and just wants to get their conversation over with. You can say he was very focused on riding his bike, or something like that, but if this is really the love of his life making a sappy remark, shouldn’t he sound sappy and be all romantic too. The script told Finn to say ‘I know&hellip;’ but he might have added in sounding completely uninterested himself, knowing that it wasn’t really the “love of his life”. </p><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="851" data-orig-width="1517"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f25a4fa52a166e3bb716caf3d54c804e/e39e5c7e4a3de80a-d3/s640x960/b01a1c47538da130f982241353042b519b16858a.jpg" data-orig-height="851" data-orig-width="1517"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p>Now let’s take a look at one of Mike and Will’s scenes in season 3. A very famous one is the scene in the cinema, where Mike asks Will if he’s ok. Now, if both Finn and Noah know that their characters are secretly in love with each other, then they’d know to show little signs of it in season 3. In this specific scene, Mike and Will keep making little glances at each other’s lips. Now if this wasn’t meant to be intentional, The Duffers most definitely would’ve made them retake that scene. It’s very obvious to anyone watching, that Mike leaned in to Will a little too close, their eyesights wondered off to each other’s lips for a little too long, and it was a little too obvious. Anyone watching would think they’re about to kiss, as these are usually the signs in a movie/ t.v show that two characters are going to kiss. From my experience, whenever two people are slowly about to kiss in movies/ t.v shows, they always look at each other’s eyes, then down at each other’s lips, then back at the eyes again. Mike and Will where doing exactly this. Finn and Noah know this, as they are professional actors. We can use this scene as them implying that they’re going to confess love for each other in season 4, or at least they’re going to let the audience know for sure. </p><p><br/></p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qkmbo2Q4VV1z1gz6d.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qkmbo2Q4VV1z1gz6d.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":1280,"height":720},"poster":[{"media_key":"2c57ba22ca76bf92997ce496ae9a1372:3760308f29409b98-2a","type":"image/jpeg","width":540,"height":304,"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/2c57ba22ca76bf92997ce496ae9a1372/3760308f29409b98-2a/s540x810/dbcff9416fda96b5e222d3f42e58ac03fb6e41ba.jpg"}]}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2c57ba22ca76bf92997ce496ae9a1372/3760308f29409b98-2a/s540x810/dbcff9416fda96b5e222d3f42e58ac03fb6e41ba.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_qkmbo2Q4VV1z1gz6d.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><p>There are other signs in other scenes referring to how Mike and El’s or Mike and Will’s relationship will be in season 4. I can analyse this topic more in future posts.</p></blockquote>
<p>One thing I’ve always found interesting about the movie theater scene is that Mike turns to Will in the first place. Will isn’t making any noise or obvious movements, so why does Mike turn to him at that moment? All of the focus is on Will, so we don’t really get to see what’s going on with Mike until he speaks up. All we know is that Mike decided to turn to look at Will and, because he knows Will so well, noticed that something was up. </p><p>I’m not saying that Mike was taking advantage of the dark theater to steal glances at Will, but I’m not not saying it either.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/632348440969560064/the-parentification-of-jonathan-byers-psych" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote>
<p><i>“Parentification is defined as the phenomenon where children take caregiving responsibilities (acting as a parent)  for their parents, siblings or other family members, at the expense of their own developmental needs.”</i><br/></p>
<figure data-orig-width="957" data-orig-height="1443" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fd4e42724704b05a684133757e8d3a59/3a8fa1603cbef92a-89/s540x810/b7a6b3ca36746c9aaf98bbf2bdff33fa267a6248.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="957" data-orig-height="1443"/></figure><h2>When can parentification occur?</h2>
<p>1) After a “Divorce”   </p>
<p><i>“If there is more than one child in the family, usually the eldest, is “chosen” to be parentified <b>.When a father-figure is missing, it may be the eldest son who is forced to take on his father’s responsibilities</b>.”</i></p>
<figure data-orig-width="630" data-orig-height="408" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/929277dcf19808118a50250bb77a2011/3a8fa1603cbef92a-8c/s540x810/63a6199c96130f01c4138191d385bcd85c3778f1.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="630" data-orig-height="408"/></figure><p>2) When there’s a “parent with a mental illness “<br/></p>
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<figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="488" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c5d5a42ff36690c8ba84e834019d3d7b/3a8fa1603cbef92a-e2/s540x810/e6e3311a3ca70b847e47305b3b580f23274d5302.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="488"/></figure><p>4) “siblings with a mental illness’</p>
<figure data-orig-width="532" data-orig-height="561" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7f6c8425bf55233688725ddc77ecdf19/3a8fa1603cbef92a-67/s540x810/c7bb130aa1b3d8a3b597c5f875d8158afa180a9e.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="532" data-orig-height="561"/></figure><p>5) “Death of a sibling or parent” (  This point is kind of cheating - but the fact Jon as a 15 y old had to plan a funeral, for his little brother instead of either one of his parents just illustrates how he always was forced to do adult duties much too young.)</p>
<figure data-orig-width="892" data-orig-height="584" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f0d63080b508a9e80f6117e9deb56cdd/3a8fa1603cbef92a-c6/s540x810/0d3c2e73c71fb41365d45c8a4c560ac0f52aa2f6.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="892" data-orig-height="584"/></figure><p>6) “<b><i>mothers of low socio-economic status, are frequently associated with parentification of their children. “</i></b></p>
<p><i>“given the fact that there are many single parent families, it falls upon children from some of these homes to carry adult responsibilities while their parent is out working. Often, in these situations<b>, the parent is asking or expecting the child to take on adult responsibilities in their absence. They become the parent of the household in the interim between coming home from school and when the parent returns to the household.”</b></i></p>
<figure data-orig-width="1408" data-orig-height="1449" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/737ee19c813f0f13d2477d4f3852493c/3a8fa1603cbef92a-b4/s540x810/78b0f36d6c00dee1c1bfbe288c62bd421bc5b0aa.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1408" data-orig-height="1449"/></figure><p>***TO MAKE THINGS VERY CLEAR: we are NOT hating on Joyce, here! “<i>The harm of parentification is usually done not out of malicious intent. However, when a child who is supposed to go through their natural cycles of development and self- evolution,  is forced to grow up too quickly, there is a cost.” </i>But, Joyce did what she had to do being a poor single mother - she had to work! Even when Lonnie was around- he had debts. And <b>Joyce apologized to Jon for not being around when they were growing up (working since he was 5)- and she even mentioned working Hollidays . </b>But at the end of s1, we see her celebrating Christmas eve with them (showing she’s trying to have a better work life balance for her kids and prioritize them more).  I think Will’s disappearance gave Joyce a wake-up call of sorts about what she values most-her kids.She loves her kids more than anything- and  would never intentionally do any harm. She has to work for all of them to survive and stay together. But it did force Jon to be parent to Will in her absence (especially cause Lonnie even when around wasn’t much help)<i>.</i></p>
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<h2> Types of Parentification </h2>
<p>“Parentification can either be emotional or instrumental, or both.”</p>
<p><i>“EMOTIONAL PARENTIFICATION : is when the child becomes a source of constant emotional support to their parent or sibling.Emotional parentification often involves a child or adolescent taking on the role and responsibilities of confidant, secret keeper, or emotional healer for family members.”</i></p>
<figure data-orig-width="400" data-orig-height="435" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3672bae015cf39ab8c3ea67687362130/3a8fa1603cbef92a-5a/s540x810/705615f03b15db66de427db480455666210c2715.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="400" data-orig-height="435"/></figure><p><i>“ <b>Parentification can also be the the process of role reversal where a child is obliged to act as parent to their own parent</b>. Examples being: Listening to a parent talk about their problems.Serving as a confidante for their parent or providing emotional comfort and support to a parent.</i>”</p>
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<p><i>“ It’s good for kids to have responsibilities such as chores around the house or babysitting for a younger sibling. Responsibilities should increase when a child becomes a teenager to prepare them for being on their own eventually. However, <b>when a young child is responsible for </b>,<b> paying the electricity bill, or raising a younger sibling, that is when problems arise.”</b><br/></i></p>
<figure data-orig-width="354" data-orig-height="413" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2e7d796de35bdf59c88a8b840f998d9e/3a8fa1603cbef92a-71/s540x810/87022d13c33bd672b2754930fb17d87dcdeb22c1.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="354" data-orig-height="413"/></figure><p>“<i>Imagine a child who is bombarded every day with the responsibilities to tuck in sisters or brothers, or read them bedtime stories; organize drinks or food, wash up dishes, pay bills, or a myriad of housework. When burdened with that many responsibilities,<b> self-care tends to go out the window.</b> If the child continues to attend school, they may be withdrawn, unkempt, and visibly exhausted.”</i></p>
<p><b><i>“</i>The effects are worsened and more destructive </b>for the development of the child, <b>the more the care-giving efforts of the child become a normalized expectation.“</b><br/></p>
<figure data-orig-width="3146" data-orig-height="2880" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4492d4417be5b813b80c792b866645b3/3a8fa1603cbef92a-53/s540x810/eb9239b7b88f822e057f20141225c54a8fe548ca.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="3146" data-orig-height="2880"/></figure><p> We see this in Joyce berating Jon for not parenting Will, properly (although her being upset was somewhat reasonable). But ,we also see this in how Joyce  says Jonathan has “always been good at <b>taking care of himself</b>.” Assuming Jon is ok, when he’s actually not. While Lonnie simply insults Will saying “he was never good at<b> taking care of himself</b>.”  The difference being Joyce criticizes Jon for not relying on her more. While Lonnie critiques Will for simply acting like a child and not being self-reliant, like Jonathan. Pretty heavily hinting, Lonnie even when around did very little parenting and expected the kids to take care of themselves. And since Will didn’t ‘take care of himself’ - it probably put the load on Jonathan to parent Will (when Joyce wasn’t around, even when Lonnie was physically there).<br/></p>
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<h2>Consequences of Parentification</h2>
<p><i>“ It is expected that complicated relationship patterns will develop between siblings.  The<b> parentified sibling can often develop a symbiotic, codependent relationship with their siblings.</b>”</i></p>
<figure data-orig-width="1872" data-orig-height="3503" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b2f7d549e82300d52fed31f79ff3353c/3a8fa1603cbef92a-fc/s540x810/d88df318d46649652ea5072504f63f42bf6157fe.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1872" data-orig-height="3503"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="2047" data-orig-height="3899" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ea9de47c92ca269ba68c3756df9a7dbf/3a8fa1603cbef92a-2f/s540x810/0a3ef718679acef077da24c8e20babd4d7122139.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2047" data-orig-height="3899"/></figure><p><i>“These people are very likely to find themselves in similar relational patterns in adulthood. They believe they must serve, help and rescue everyone in need. As adults, they may find that they have a confused sense of self-identity beyond the helper role. <b>The only way they learned to relate, was through being of service and providing caregiving- so it is extremely possible that they have to be the primary caregivers for their own romantic partners</b></i> .<i> Since they never learned anything different. “</i></p>
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<figure data-orig-width="3794" data-orig-height="2335" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ee7fb943f1bad87b4aa66d52889f643c/3a8fa1603cbef92a-8f/s540x810/f8b3bc8ba8c01720df9977454eafc3198e3f57a3.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="3794" data-orig-height="2335"/></figure><p><b>“</b>Parentified children can become very angry people. Sometimes this adult child <b>may not know why they are angry </b>. They can have explosive anger or passive anger, <b>especially when someone triggers their parental wounds of emotional exploitation.”</b></p>
<figure data-orig-width="1359" data-orig-height="2540" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ff8e3119155300e24ff3021fe1114a4d/3a8fa1603cbef92a-42/s540x810/a04642136db05e507b90bd6c5263fcd9d3ff33e4.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1359" data-orig-height="2540"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="358" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bbeb30e2af3c45456982ce135a7959bd/3a8fa1603cbef92a-d8/s540x810/ef3788de52ccd1b52485b0ccff92a3044a793cce.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="358"/></figure><p><i>“Parentified children inevitably develop a distorted image of what love is supposed to be like, thereby growing up to be quite</i><b> distrustful of interpersonal relationships overall.</b><i>Complicated attachment patterns emerge as a result. An</i><b> avoidant attachment style </b><i>is not unlikely. In the absence of a nurturing provider of safety and care, the parentified child may have learned to </i><b>utterly depend on themselves alone</b><i>- thereby</i><b> avoiding close bonds and intimacy in adult life.intimacy is both craved for and avoided, both a longing and a great threat. Underneath this facade, they are quite lonely.”</b><br/></p>
<p>This is similar to Jonathan not having friends,  having ‘trust issues’ (especially in regards to Bob a father-figute) and being afraid to talk to people in general. Or joyce calling out Jonathan saying “you act like you’re all alone in this world. But your not.”</p>
<figure data-orig-width="717" data-orig-height="469" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/45948a31c19b319b5ef9cc37467def10/3a8fa1603cbef92a-aa/s540x810/5bcca643131e59b8a9c05bf9f829242eefd9fe89.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="717" data-orig-height="469"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="2681" data-orig-height="1803" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/929361193b60fe1fcb9142562f2999c0/3a8fa1603cbef92a-c0/s540x810/a8559c8efbc80ef1e541245f63a508da6b127c0d.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2681" data-orig-height="1803"/></figure><p>‘They also <b>tend to blame themselves for everything </b>that goes wrong, and <b>constantly try to fix things that cannot be fixed.’</b><br/></p>
<figure data-orig-width="500" data-orig-height="459" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2ff9a00d5f1d70a48c2c2e4b3c2e2e57/3a8fa1603cbef92a-1d/s540x810/3171cb8b0cd13587665a79077a1987d5474f7c14.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="500" data-orig-height="459"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="358" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9d32946b023eb0f8e6ded5cfb8eefce2/3a8fa1603cbef92a-7a/s540x810/352701343cd4b455a7860f9b08fbb2beebf53bf0.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="358"/></figure><p><i>“The child may appear highly capable to tend for themselves and others, very mature for their age, resilient and even wise beyond years- but they lack the safe haven of a secure attachment figure that is <b>vital for the development of emotional regulation.”</b><br/></i></p>
<h2>A parentified teenager or younger child may exhibit the following symptoms:</h2>
<p>-”<i>Anxiety”</i></p>
<figure data-orig-width="1007" data-orig-height="326" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/14c91520443d58f2bcca9fd8a5a53c5f/3a8fa1603cbef92a-0e/s540x810/1b50d4891022f8ab62745d050e232f2f109cf3f8.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1007" data-orig-height="326"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="413" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4f557102045125d18d90919f19ef89b0/3a8fa1603cbef92a-fd/s540x810/86f2ba4b91b58f6d26bbf29d3fb85e18f00e8dee.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="413"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="537" data-orig-height="364" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5d447c1a451569bf07bfa5b55fd7791e/3a8fa1603cbef92a-83/s540x810/2291695ef801020ef55b4b82645879c0d2afd946.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="537" data-orig-height="364"/></figure><p>Like… this hurt my soul!  His face dropped the second Nancy left the room.He probably has anxiety but looks up to Joyce for trying to still be a good mom and keep it together. Why he said “WE’LL be okay” cause his mom is  “tough”.  He tries to lead by her example. But unlike Joyce, Jon probably always had to keep it together- even if struggling with similar anxiety issues as Joyce. Because he knew they both couldn’t act that way and “shut down” (for Will’s sake). He always had to put on a fake ‘grown-up’ front and keep the family together and help support Joyce and Will emotionally and finacially . And someone (unintentionally) saying the reason he’s like his mom is not because of her positive traits but because of her mental illness- must have HURT! Especially cause he’s probably already struggling with anxiety-  and maybe even fears acknowledging it. Because he’s supposed to have it ‘all together.’ <b><i>“The identity of parentified children actually depends on their ability to suppress their needs. Since it is likely that their family already had too many problems to cope with, and so they learned to be quiet, voiceless and without demands. In order to be a ‘proper helper’ .“</i></b></p>
<p>And it probably doesn’t help he’s afraid it could escalate into something worse. Because in s1 they mentioned Joyce’s aunt having hallucinations. And jonathan even says to hopper “she used to have anxiety problems. I’m worried it could be … I don’t know.” So yeah , Nancy saying him and Joyce have the same anxiety problems probably terrified him.</p>
<p>-”<i>Depression”</i><br/></p>
<figure data-orig-width="2769" data-orig-height="1065" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/39214108ae5127c26d601d8bdff758f6/3a8fa1603cbef92a-65/s540x810/76d48d8a1e8e5c8cc7ea5d879cf45732e1da1a51.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2769" data-orig-height="1065"/></figure><p><br/>-”<i>Inability to trust others </i>(we covered that) <i>and or social isolation.</i>”</p>
<figure data-orig-width="387" data-orig-height="201" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9bbc839bb090610382a03adf98b7731b/3a8fa1603cbef92a-5e/s540x810/e2b2878572b2f617262880e5d68fd91135a8c6ff.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="387" data-orig-height="201"/></figure><p>-<i>”Compulsively overworking in order to fulfill responsibilities at school and at home.”</i></p>
<figure data-orig-width="497" data-orig-height="224" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d39deff59ec3df16101cc8ea579011d1/3a8fa1603cbef92a-a7/s540x810/7de3621af2d8124bf5a64d5081d76b5b2261aa5e.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="497" data-orig-height="224"/></figure><p><br/>-”<i>Feelings of guilt and shame.”</i></p>
<figure data-orig-width="374" data-orig-height="534" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d12d8ee2d2a119b20fcedcf6439dd49d/3a8fa1603cbef92a-a0/s540x810/ef7411cee87ce95b14d0b6dbcb384e6aac59c4b9.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="374" data-orig-height="534"/></figure><p><i>“Fortunately, there are many healing processes and routes to wholeness and recovery for a young adult or adult who has been parentified as a child.Acknowledgment of your past is the first step to healing and recovery (via therapy or other means). You have to accept the truth of your story Because, if you continue to live in denial, your mental energy will be spent in suppressing the pain that was there, rather than healing what needs to be healed. Being highly self-reliant was your only option in your household , but it may be a strategy that no longer works for you. It keeps you in isolation and unable to connect with others. Therefore, challenging yourself to connect with others authentically would also be considered one of the most potent ways to heal. The thoughts, feelings, impressions, and emotions buried within are waiting to be heard, once and for all.  “</i></p>
<p>Alright, thanks for listening I hope you enjoyed.  I really wanted to do a psych analysis strictly based on what the show presents. Rather than inclusion of the s4 movies. I did mention how those movies did allude to Jonathan’s parentification,<a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/190466172533/jonathan-byers-is-the-best-dad-in-st-dont"> <b>here</b></a> (if interested though). I also didn’t go into the hints in the narrative of Lonnie possibly being s****lly abusive to Jonathan cause it’s a bit more speculative ( I did talk about it in my DID psych analyses <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/188179411528/will-created-the-mindflayer-upsidedown-theory"><b>pt 1</b></a> &amp;<a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/630381573477482496/some-of-your-favorite-characters-are-wills-split"> <b>pt 2 </b></a>though). Only mentioning it here, at the end, since one of the causes of parentification is also a parent s****lly ab*sing their kids (quite literally stripping their kids of their entire childhood in every way imaginable- and frankly the worst way possible). Regardless,I think most people neglect Jonathan as a character- and the s4 movies hint we’ll finally get more focus on him in the upcoming seasons. So I wanted to dedicate a post to some of Jonathan’s issues that may get more attention in later seasons.</p>
</blockquote>
<p>Great post. <br/></p><p>One can imagine it all started small. Maybe Joyce asked Jonathan to watch Will while she’s at work and help out around the house. As time went by, and Jonathan got older, an increasingly tired Joyce started to lean on him more and more. Eventually, Jonathan just started taking on responsibilities, like a part-time job, just to help make ends meet. Slowly, but surely, Jonathan went from being a big brother/elder son to a quasi-father. As a result, Joyce started to see him as an adult, unintentionally ignoring the stress this put on her older son. <br/></p><p>I wouldn’t be surprised if both Joyce and Jonathan were driven by both a desire to take care of Will and a need to show Lonnie they didn’t need him. Joyce may have slipped up by not noticing the impact this all had on Jonathan, but her heart was always in the right place. Lonnie is the real monster here.<br/></p>
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<blockquote><p>Le sigh. New Mexico shutting down due to coronavirus stops filming until spring. Fucking corona</p><h2><a href="https://slayernina.tumblr.com/post/635409440432128000/stranger-things-4-spoiler-compilation-ii">Stranger Things 4 spoiler compilation II: schedules, scenes and locations</a></h2><p><a href="https://slayernina.tumblr.com/post/187713426999/slayernina-writes-stuff">My other metas here</a></p></blockquote>


<p>This was more or less my reaction when I saw this. These Covid deniers have gone too far.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="268" data-orig-width="328"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cb7011bfe4c22f29d08ae10cbc669895/813556f60220bfae-69/s2048x3072/da0320f9da7a44688433711d88e16f3f8d1d9f73.gif" data-orig-height="268" data-orig-width="328" data-media-key="cb7011bfe4c22f29d08ae10cbc669895:813556f60220bfae-69"/></figure>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://stimsforfandoms.tumblr.com/post/623269104878518272/get-to-know-me-emoji-edition">stimsforfandoms</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Get to know me! Emoji edition!</h2><p class="npf_chat">👌Name(s)?</p><p class="npf_chat">👏Pronouns?</p><p class="npf_chat">🔐Relationship Status?</p><p class="npf_chat">🌈Orientation(s)?</p><p class="npf_chat">🐉Zodiac Sign?</p><p class="npf_chat">🌌What animal year were you born?</p><p class="npf_chat">💅Do you wear makeup?</p><p class="npf_chat">😳Any way to make you blush?</p><p class="npf_chat">✨Favourite aesthetic?</p><p class="npf_chat">👀Celebrity crush?</p><p class="npf_chat">💝Favourite Colour(s)?</p><p class="npf_chat">🔮Any advice you would have given 10 y/o you?</p><p class="npf_chat">🌅Are you a morning or night person?</p><p class="npf_chat">🍀Whats your favourite season?</p><p class="npf_chat">🍺Favourite drink?</p><p class="npf_chat">🎃Favourite holiday?</p><p class="npf_chat">🎁Birthday?</p><p class="npf_chat">🎗Are you religious?</p><p class="npf_chat">🔗Are you a safe person to talk to about *XYZ*?</p><p class="npf_chat">🚩What country are you from?</p><p class="npf_chat">⚡Ever had a Greek Mythology phase?</p><p class="npf_chat">🎒What year of school are you in?</p><p class="npf_chat">🌁Are you from the city or country?</p><p class="npf_chat">👾Do you believe in aliens?</p><p class="npf_chat">🐒Do you believe in evolution?</p><p class="npf_chat">🐞Are you afarid of insects? And if so, which ones?</p><p class="npf_chat">⏰what time is it currently for you?</p><p class="npf_chat">📞Do you prefer to text or call?</p><p class="npf_chat">✈Have you ever been out of the country?</p><p class="npf_chat">🎭Freebie (ask any question you want!)</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/635770835696746496">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/creative-girl/635734736776658944">creative-girl</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c10e05e2d1556e70f19d57f4fe133fa4/6d2ddb4a5956e2a2-28/s640x960/3476e69e0cd2898d1ef18ef7099e4fc16e563762.jpg" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>Isn&rsquo;t Will&rsquo;s birthday in March? </p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MiejfdJZqKqQKMufs8K3CGA">@willthecleric</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> what do you guys think? Any theories?</p><p>Ps. I love all of your theories and analysis. You guys are doing a good job, keep it up.</p><p>I really-really admire you guys.</p></blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1368" data-orig-width="1242"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/85a31bdbcac12cb6b451457cb1085ab9/5e881151f7f79c3c-28/s640x960/6feba988973eae8edabc5647c099ee6a5e4407d3.jpg" data-orig-height="1368" data-orig-width="1242"/></figure></div><p>So &hellip; pics for Nov and March.</p><p>So either flashbacks like s2? Or were breaking the one week formula?</p><p>It could go either way s1-2 always ended 1 month later. But, S3broke that rule by doing a 3month time skip at the end instead. So s4 could break the 1 week rule. S3 also uniquely did a intro flashback of 6months prior -to the majority of s3  . I was kind of assuming based on the films they would either utilize flashbacks or not do 1 week. But&hellip; it could just be flashbacks&hellip; hard to say. Also nov grade 10 may be in 85 of the older hellfire club kids (rather than nov 86 of the main kids) so we could see the 85’thanksgiving of Mike visiting el/byers (like referenced in s3 rather than a thanksgiving in 86) ? It could be 86 of nov but keep that in mind. </p><p>No st movies had b-days. But it’d be cool to give Will a bday in the show.   I believe he’s the only character they name dropped his bday- so it would  make sense if we saw it. </p><p>So now I lean to s4 -85 thanksgiving flashbacks, and main story line maybe in 86 of March. And then s5 May be near Christmas time. </p></blockquote>
<p>Thanks for the kind words, OP!</p><p>I had a feeling it was 1986 ever since the first pics of the high school leaked out. There was an “86″ on the wall with signatures inside. That usually is a way for the seniors of that year to celebrate their upcoming graduation. That said, we don’t know the entirety of the season takes place in March, though it could. The pictures we’ve seen so far have had the characters wearing long sleeved shirts and light jackets, which would be appropriate for late March.</p><p>Will’s birthday is March 22nd, according to the Stranger Things Wiki. It cites The Mindflayer episode of season 2. It’s been a while since I’ve watched it, but it must have been mentioned in that episode. That puts his birthday on the Saturday leading into Hawkins High’s Spring Break. This is a very convenient way for Mike to be able to go visit the Byers during season 4. I wonder if it’s still a runaway situation. Maybe he’s told he can’t go, but decides to go anyway. </p><p>That Spring Break will also end with Easter on March 30th. This would fit in with each season including a holiday (Christmas, Halloween, 4th of July). Easter is a holiday of rebirth/resurrection, even going back to the pagan inspirations on the Christian holiday (there’s a reason it’s a Springtime holiday). I don’t know how significant that could be to the plot, but it’s something to think about. </p>
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Tags: 
Downloaded files: "06b2af7d11efa673bc09db9cdf2c7f99d2021d0d.png"

Post id: 631879048333770752
Date: 2020-10-13 16:33:39 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/631879048333770752
Slug: 
Reblog key: 8OZrg0T8
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/631877575018414080
Reblog name: kaypeace21
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tnsunflower.tumblr.com/post/631157587907313664/lets-play-the-assumption-game-send-me-an">tnsunflower</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Let’s play the assumption game :) </h1><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Send me an assumption you have about me based on this blog and I&rsquo;ll tell you how close it is to the truth.</p></blockquote></blockquote>
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Body: <p>Another milestone reached! I appreciate you all, and I hope I can continue to provide the insights and analyses that drew you to me in the first place. <br/></p><p>You may all feel free to ask me any questions you wish, as is tradition, of course. It can be personal, it can be Stranger Things related, it can be anything you really want. Let your imaginations fly!</p><p>Don’t have a question, but just want to say something? You can go ahead and do that, too! <br/></p>
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<p>Just a few thoughts:</p><ul><li>Both of these open up the possibility of flashbacks, as the narrator says.</li><li>The graffiti and abandoned look of Benny’s suggests current scenes with it, though. Could it be where the Hellfire Club meets? Is it where the bad guys are based?</li><li>It’s interesting that nobody ever bought the property. I wonder if that will be explained. </li><li>The arcade could also be for more flashbacks. They can be relatively recent, like the Party having one last arcade night before the Byers leaving. Max might also be trying to hang onto her Dig Dug crown.</li><li>Family Video being next door to the arcade opens up a lot of possibilities since it means Steve and Robin will be right there to be annoyed by someone at any given time. There’s always a method to the madness, and maybe this is why they wrote Steve and Robin as getting jobs at the video store.</li><li>I’m geeking out over the smallest details because that’s how badly I want season 4 to get here.</li></ul>
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<p>Thank you, I’m glad you enjoy my posts.</p><p>Regarding the cut scene mentioned above, we may yet see it. Flashbacks and memories are certainly par for the course in Stranger Things. Whether or not it was planned, the scene of Mike crying as he bikes home could be seen in Season 4 or 5. It would go a long way to showing how deeply Mike cares about Will, and I’d be shocked if that wasn’t a major theme in Season 4.</p>
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<script async src="//www.instagram.com/embed.js"></script></figure></blockquote><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MEMI_zuISw6hbJVqJGrgQog">@winged-wolf-dreamer</a> no, absolutely nothing!!! it’s blasphemy!!!! </p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MtU_ZRcfqLcpreDi1rmbxow">@sevensided</a> yeah, i agree. they seem oddly specific and out of context to be purely speculative- <i>but, </i>on the flip side, the post hasn’t been taken down (it’s been up all day since this morning) so either they dgaf and they’re brazen about it this time around or the info is really far off.</p><p>and as you pointed out, there hasn’t been foreshadowing for some of these.. which, i don’t think, as unfortunate as it is, would stop them from including them. </p></blockquote><p>Personally I think the show itself is behind these ‘leaks’. The Duffers are shifty folks. 🤣</p></blockquote>
<p>The leak seems like BS. Whether it’s a ruse by the show or just a load of garbage by a random fan, the writer goes from details from a seemingly early (possibly first) episode to telling how many people end up dying. The level of detail is also all over the place, with some parts having a lot of detail and others being brief and vague.</p><p>Still, it’s something new to talk about. We’ve been running on fumes for a while, and, while that has resulted in some impressively deep posts, it’s nice to have something fresh, even if it is ultimately crap.</p>
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<p>Good catch. While it’s possible that one of the new characters is a sophomore, it makes more sense to have another one year time skip. Otherwise, we’d get almost no skip at all. Of course, details in these photos may be altered just to mess with us.<br/><br/>That said, none of those Math Olympics names look familiar to me. You’d think at least one of our nerdy crew would make the cut, but perhaps the teams are made up of upperclassmen?</p>
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Body: <p>It seems the leak from back in April is on everyone’s minds lately. While I don’t really see anything to suggest it is legit, there’s not really much else to talk about. I think what I’d like to do is go down the leak, bit by bit, and give my thoughts. I’ll be going through the points in the order I see them in a series of screengrabs, so it may not be the order the original post had them. A lot of this seems like it would be from a single episode, likely the first one.<br/></p><p>The first thing I see is Steve applying to Hawkins PD, but being rebuffed for his previous vandalism in Season 1. This seems odd considering we never saw the police get involved in that. Steve being a police officer is something born out of fan theory, which further casts doubt in my mind. While it could simply be a nod to fans, it still comes off as out of place. Steve was last shown getting a new job at a video store, and we’re going to see him going for another job already?</p><p>The next bit is that Max is depressed and sees the school counselor. She has a fight with Lucas and then dumps him. Working in the school counselor from the earlier reported new characters could have been an attempt to make it seem more legit. I don’t know if that casting report was truly legit since it had more info than I’d expect. Max and Lucas fighting is not terribly surprising. Their relationship was not shown to be all that great in Season 3. Saying Max would be depressed links onto the end of Season 3, so, again, nothing too shocking. This could just be good guesswork as opposed to a leak. <br/></p><p>Next is a new character Fred (an orphan, but more on him later) talking to Dustin. Fred tells Dustin that he believes his dad, thought to be dead, is actually alive. He was allegedly experimented on by the lab and then thrown into a mental hospital after he went nuts and killed Fred’s mom. This is a rather big piece of info for a leaker to have. The idea that there were adult test subjects was covered in the Suspicious Minds novel, so it could be a tie-in to that, but this part of the “leak” could also just be fan theories based on that same novel. I can’t see Brenner taking any chances with his work being exposed by throwing a subject into a mental hospital.</p><p>Next, we have Dustin having lunch with Nancy and Robin, while Lucas and apparent new character Eddie watch Mike be friendly with a cheerleader. If true, then Season 4 occurs immediately after Season 3, otherwise there’s no way Dustin would be in high school with Nancy and Robin. I was never too clear on what grade exactly Nancy was in, but she could potentially be a senior now. Robin had mentioned being in class with Steve though, so I would’ve thought she’d be his age. Still, it’s possible I suppose. Dustin having lunch with them seems to clash with his Hellfire Club status though, unless this occurs before he joins. One would think he’d eat with his new friends, especially if he ISN’T eating with his old friends. Meanwhile, said old friends are also split, with Lucas hanging out with Eddie and watching Mike be “friendly” with a cheerleader.</p><p>The next bit is where we’re told Dustin joins the Hellfire Club (set photos confirm this). It’s described as an elite group of nerds formed by the previously mentioned Fred. Dustin apparently is interested when they play D&amp;D, but Lucas and Mike decline. This both clashes and fits with Season 3. Mike is bothered by Will seeming to move on from D&amp;D, but it could still fit if Mike just doesn’t want to play without Will. Still, this seems to be building a rupture of the Party right after Season 3 showed how good they are together. Yes, it’s normal for kids their age to look to reinvent themselves, but it also goes against what the show was apparently building. Each season does have elements where there’s strife in the Party that gets resolved, but this takes it to an absurd level.</p><p>Dustin is then described as being seen as a “runt of the litter” in the Hellfire Club. That’s not really unusual treatment for a freshman in a high school club. His D&amp;D skills and link to Robin gain him cred, apparently. This leads to him getting close to Fred. There’s not a lot here, but this “leak” does spend a lot of time on the Fred/Dustin dynamic.</p><p>Next is the “shocker” where Mike and El have a phone/walkie call that doesn’t go well. Mike is losing interest, El picks up on it. She says “I love you” and he says “I know.” Considering the level of detail on some of the other parts, this is rather brief. The exchange is verbatim Empire Strikes Back, and, while that isn’t totally out of the ordinary for this show, it makes me see it as something more fanfiction-y. The idea of them having a “meh” phone call isn’t too weird since we saw at the end of Season 3 that they were definitely not on the same page. It wouldn’t be hard for a fake leaker to come up with something like this. Should it be true, then it could spur El to go back to her possessive and distrustful ways. She may be driven to find out how to get her powers back in order to spy on Mike.</p><p>The “leak” specifically mentions there being no plans to include Chernobyl. This is an odd thing to say. I’m not sure how popular a fan theory this is, but it’d be in bad taste to work a real-life deadly disaster into a show like this. I don’t know why the person who wrote this felt the need to specifically debunk this unless they just wanted to seem more legit.<br/></p><p>A flashback to Joyce, Hopper, and Lonnie in high school. That’s reasonable, especially since we know Lonnie is back this season in some capacity. I have no doubts that Hopper will be having flashbacks/memories during his captivity. This being believable doesn’t necessarily make this real though, as it’s another thing that’s reasonable to predict. <br/></p><p>Despite most of the leak seeming to be from an early point in the season, the leaker goes on to say that there’s 5 major deaths (2 new characters, 3 previously existing characters), one of whom is one of the kids who dies in the final episode. Now perhaps there’s parts of the “leak” that I just don’t see in these screengrabs, but this is very odd. Prior to this is just looks like maybe someone got their hands on the first script somehow, or parts of it anyway. I don’t know how many people would be entrusted with every script, particularly the end, for this very reason. A single script getting out is at least somewhat believable, but this is where I lose any faith in this “leak.” <br/></p><p>Finally, the leaker mentions this season taking place over the course of months, ending with the end of the Party’s freshman year. This would indeed be a change from the usual storytelling, and it would have to mean a slowly growing threat as opposed to one already striking in the first episode. That would kinda sorta work now that there’s no superpowered character to fend off the supernatural, but it would leave a lot of skipped time that I’m not sure would work in a show like this.</p><p>Will is mysteriously left out of this “leak.” There’s literally no mention of him that I can find unless there’s missing parts I don’t have. Someone who knows who dies would have something to say about Will, but there’s just nothing. It’s especially odd considering that if this is indeed the Party’s freshman year, then Will would have started school with them. The Byers don’t move until sometime in October, so Will would have spent at least a month at Hawkins High. This would also make Season 4 start with the shortest potential time skip, or perhaps no skip at all.</p><p><b>So, IF this leak is genuine:</b></p><ul><li>There is a small, if any, time skip, with Season 4 beginning shortly after the Byers move in October.</li><li>Given the above statement, Mike must quickly lose interest in El, possibly even before their planned holiday visit.</li><li>The Party falls apart despite them all seeing how good they are together at the end of Season 3.</li><li>Max is going through depression, likely related to Billy’s death and everything else that happened (the end of S3 supports this).</li><li>Max and Lucas’ relationship gets even worse.<br/></li><li>Mike and Lucas don’t want to be seen as nerds</li><li>Steve is still just a lost man child, or at least suffering the consequences of having been one for so long.</li><li>Robin and Nancy hang out together, and with Dustin until he joins the Hellfire Club<br/></li><li>Will is a nonfactor, at least in the episode the bulk of this comes from?</li></ul><div><p>I really have trouble believing this “leak” simply due to how the poster claims knowledge of the ending while the details all seem to be from the first episode. I suppose it’s possible they did legit get the first episode and made up some other stuff, but that seems pointless. For now, I’m just going with the idea that ANY legitimacy in this would be that it’s a real fake “leak” created by someone on the show to mislead fans or create buzz.<br/></p></div>
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<p>This is part 2 of my DID analysis. Part 1 focusing on how the supernatural events of the series correlate to Will’s past with Lonnie. Before, I explain who I believe are alters of Will’s (previously called ‘split personalities’). I think I need to explain a crash course on what Dissociative Identity disorder (DID: previously ‘multiple personality disorder’) entails. And the supernatural manifestation within the show as well- Before explaining which characters I believe are alters of Will’s and why. So let’s begin.</p>
<h2>There are 4 hallmarks of a potential dissociative disorder</h2>
<p>“<b>Dissociation is when instead of staying present in the face of stress you exit your thoughts, feelings, and bodily sensations and zone out. . It’s as if your body is a computer that reaches overload for input then just shuts down.’ </b>It’s considered a defense mechanism in psychoanalytic theory.”</p>
<figure data-orig-width="264" data-orig-height="336"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6d2d8099a2d10e49039b48dbeedc7ae8/db3426a385989d6f-8c/s540x810/914b1d6301889d3690d25968cd1bb75cc3d845e0.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="264" data-orig-height="336"/></figure><p>‘<i>An individual struggling with dissociation or a dissociative disorder may only experience one of the following or may experience multiple. Each individual’s experience with dissociation can be varied. Symptoms can last just a matter of moments or return at times over the years.” </i></p>
<p>1)“<b>Identity confusion and alteration</b> -When an individual forgets who they are or takes on a new personality unlike themselves.” (Aka his possession).</p>
<p>2)<b>Dissociative Amnesia</b>-”The forgetting of a major event, such as a childhood trauma or forgetting (traumatic) things happening in real-time.Many survivors of are able to “forget” until sometime later …when memories are triggered by certain events or when the body and mind are no longer able to conceal the memories.” (Aka Will’s ‘now memories’. The reason he refers to them as “now-memories” is because they are things he’s already experienced (as memories) but he’s only now remembering - because of his “dissociative-amnesia’ </p>
<p>3)<b>”Derealization</b>-Feeling like the world is not real or is foggy.” (the upsidedown)</p>
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<p>CORE/HOST- “The core is considered by some to be the person first born to the body. The host is the alter who most commonly uses the body (which may or may not be the core).”</p>
<p>ALTERS - “<i>are dissociated self states that can be highly differentiated from each other. <b>They can have unique names, appearances, ages, gender identities, sexualities, memories (pasts), skills, faiths, political views, abilities, and ways of viewing and interacting with the world.</b> Alters can even perceive themselves as different species, inanimate objects, or as members of a different race, gender, age, or ethnicity/race.No one can choose to have alters or what their alters are like. Alters’ creation is entirely unconscious. Most alters have their own sense of identity.  A host  cannot actually control the alter.An individual with DID<b> has one brain</b> and one body. Dissociative barriers between alters are not literal boundaries, and</i><b><i> knowledge, memories, skills, preferences, and traits may bleed throug</i>h.</b>Alters usually have a role or multiple roles in a smaller system- these roles may or may not appear contradictory.”</p>
<p>SYSTEM-<b>”A system is a collection of alters within one body.Subsystems are two or more groups of alters that might have developed separately, and they may or may not be aware of the other group.”</b><br/></p>
<p>INNER WORLDS-<i>”it could be a house, to a city, or multiple locations-<b>where alters go when not in control of the body.</b> <b>The innerworld is where alters can interact with one another</b> and where there physical appearance is how they describe .Communication between alters may happen face-to-face (in each other’s respective bodies, via the internal world). Expansive internal worlds can result when highly imaginative or dissociative systems use their inner world to retreat from the outside world and so <b>play out entire stories within their mind.</b> <b>Alters may be perceived as having internal lives when not active in the outside world, and these inner lives may involve travel to other internal locations. Many internal happenings may be metaphorical or highly symbolic of the core’s past. Inners worlds may also have characters  called “NPCs” (taken from the roleplaying term “non-player characters”) that can interact with alters</b> but they are more similar to imaginary constructs rather than actual alters (they can’t control the body and some are made consciously unlike alters-although that’s not always the case). <b>These npcs can be background characters to make the world more real, and it’s not uncommon for parents, family members, or friends of alters to be NPCs</b>.They can feel just as real as natural-born people . <b>Different subsystems may reside in different locations in an internal world or may have non-overlapping internal worlds.</b>”</i></p>
<p>INTEGRATION- This is essentially the closest thing an alter can do to die- but frankly I consider that comparison harsh. It’s “<i> when an alter permanently combines with the host or another alter.Fusion occurs when identities merge together and become a unified whole (retaining the memories and some traits of both merging identities.)  Integration into a single, individualized identity IS the goal for some in therapy.  But it is not, and does not have to be, for everyone.  It is possible to achieve full healing by processing memories, establishing communication across the whole mind, lowering dissociative barriers, and showing aptitude in everyone working toward a common goal - all without actually integrating.  Others may choose to integrate SOME parts, or “downsize”, but still leave a small system to go about their life.”</i></p>
<p><i>“They may retain any number of independently acting alters. Reasons for choosing not to fully integrate can include: feeling that full integration is unnecessary; not understanding what integration actually entails and being afraid of “losing” their alters; uncertainty over how to navigate the world as one integrated person; being used to having alters around for company, entertainment, or support; alters having their own unique relationships that they’re hesitant to lose; alters wanting to remain separate for their own sakes.”</i></p>
<p>SWITCHING-<i>”Switching refers to one alter taking control of the body at the expense of another alter who was previously in control of body or ‘fronting’. Switches can be consensual, forced, or triggered.Switches can be slow, quick, or uncontrollably rapid. Switching can take seconds, minutes, or even days to occur.Stress (Will’s anniversary effect) or even a reminder of a trauma, can trigger a switch of alters. <b> </b>* </i>I’ll talk more about this later</p>
<p>ALTERS DYING-“<i>Even if mock deaths or temporary experiences of alters “dying” from old age (or other means) have been acted out in some systems, they aren’t actually dying. You cannot kill off a collective part of the conscious mind like you can a person. Their thoughts, memories, emotions will all still be there, so they must be as well. The part may have gone into extreme hiding/dormant, been momentarily immobilized, or merged with another part of the mind (integration), but they most assuredly did not and can not disappear entirely or “be killed”.</i></p>
<h2>Next we’re on to the supernatural concept they chose to use for this disorder.</h2>
<p>We see in the first episode.  Will mentions x-men 134 which is about the dark phoenix . The show is litered with x men references like Will giving cerebro ( a machine belonging to professor x) to Will. Dustin also asks if El is born retorts “like the professor x.” And Mike also says  El channels Will and Dustin once again says “like professor x.” Now- does anyone know about professor x’s son (David) and the ‘shadow phoenix”are ? Well his son is considered the most powerful mutant in the world and has Dissociative identity disorder (DID).At one point some of his <b>alters literally escape his head and enter the real world as tangible people. </b>The ‘dark phoenix’ is also a sibling to the ‘shadow phoenix’.And this <b>‘shadow phoenix’ (a ‘shadow monster’ if you will)  who terrorizes David’s alters and forces them to integrate back into 1 personality . </b></p>
<p>In ‘scanners’ one psychic mentions how <b>he “opened the door” to the people trapped in his own mind in order for Daryl to be Daryl again.  </b>While in ‘altered states’ <b>the man met his ‘unborn self in the crack in the void.’</b>Similar to how Mr clarke and Alexi describes the portals of other dimensions being opened as a ‘door’. However, these doors were created before El- we see El created the one at the lab, but that doesn’t take into account the ones in the tree or the cave. There’s more portals we’re unaware of that allowed alters and npcs used to escape and become part of the real world even before El opened the gate in s1. And unbeknownst to some of the characters and the audience we’ve already seen other ‘inner worlds’ of Will’s -besides the upsidedown . Which people (not part of the system) have interacted with . As Dustin in s1 said about the other dimensions / vale of shadows , it’s “ <b>A dark reflection or echo of our world</b> …<b>It’s right next to you and you don’t even know it</b>” . </p>
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<p>-There’s also the fact the <b>‘dark phoenix’ mentioned in the first episode of St is highly associated with fire- having pyrokinesis (like Will the wise) and  who “had able to warp reality on a universal scale</b>” .  It’s like how the show talks about physics often, like in s3/1 (plank’s constant or Hugh Everett’s many worlds interpretations) - and Einstein who was wrong, believing  quantum mechanics wasn’t real said “God does not play dice with the universe.“  So since he was wrong , cause quantum mechanics is real , the quote would be “<b>god plays dice with the universe.</b>” Like Will does in the beginning of the first episode.Will is captured by the demogorgan (in the game) so he was captured in real life because he rolled a 7. I talked more about this in part 1.</p>
<p>- It’s similar to one of the Duffers admitted biggest inspirations for the series <b>‘altered states’. Who’s mental illness alters reality</b> . He halluciantes  seeing flashes of another dimension like Will.</p>
<p>We’ll talk about more evidence of this concept  in the character breakdowns (mostly in the mf section). So now on to the alters. </p>
<p><b>Tr*gger warning </b>now, because of how DID is caused. “<i>The dissociative aspect is thought to be a coping mechanism - the person literally shut off or dissociated themselves from a situation or experience too traumatic, or painful to assimilate with their conscious self.</i><i>As many as 99% of individuals who develop dissociative disorders have recognized personal histories of recurring, overpowering, and often life-threatening disturbances or traumas at a sensitive developmental stage of childhood (usually before age 6). It cannot form AFTER the ages of 6-9 years of age, aka 10 and up (though, once you have DID you can develop new alters at any time).DID is rarely diagnosed in children (and is usually diagnosed in adulthood or late teens), despite the average age of appearance of the first alter being 5.9 years old . ”</i></p>
<p>They’ll be brief mentions of dark subjects in this psych/narrative analysis because of this. I’ll also be listing movies said to inspire s4 of st  (according to st writers), or mentioning movies name dropped by  the cast, the Duffers ,  or in the show itself . </p>
<h2><b>ALTERS</b></h2>
<h2><b>Max Mayfield &amp; Billy Hargrove </b></h2>
<p>When Max is first introduced - Mr Clark talks about “brain cells working together as one” (while talking next to a brain).  Similarly, dustin/mike mention mr clarke when saying what’s essentialy a did system <i>“<b>A collective consciousness. this is the thing that controls everything. this is the brain</b>.</i>” This concept about Max , is mentioned again when mr. clark discuses phineus Gage saying he had “<b>a total change in personality that even his friends called him no longer gage.</b>” And emphasizes max and Will in this scene- showing one in clear focus, while another is blurry, and as they make eye contact Max turns away . </p>
<figure data-orig-width="803" data-orig-height="809" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/09e4f611a8126e50f3a9e5f512a72e34/db3426a385989d6f-07/s540x810/09cb2a4b9dede0bc94ea6163f44ad5e16cb38462.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="803" data-orig-height="809"/></figure><p>Both their bio dads aren’t around, both like horror films, comics and videogames. Both their bio dads left them . And both use bats in anger when emulating their abusers ,and both are heavily associated with rainbows. On Halloween she dresses up as a character who as a child dressed up as a clown on Halloween (Will’s fear/ what triggered him on Halloween) and whose surname is Myers (Byers?)</p>
<p> Billy, like Will , have nicknames for their real names-  ‘william’. Both have abusive dads who called them  homophobic slurs, and forced them to play baseball to man-up.  Billy’s old baseball team is even tigers (the mascot of Will’s elementary school and matching Will’s tiger painting in his room in s1-2).The “it was a 7 “ vs “the wave was 7 feet”. Both are into rock music , attracted to Wheelers ,and were the main subjects possessed by the mf.At one point the dark phoenix fails to merge with jean so goes to merge with her clone body as the next best thing. In this case the mf went to Will’s second alter William/Billy. And as Will states “<b>another me</b>.”  And both say about the mf “I’m sorry, he made me do it.” </p>
<figure data-orig-width="816" data-orig-height="492" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/82beb668dfcdfaa805010b197b54663b/db3426a385989d6f-ea/s540x810/27884e096298e245028c38b370663f46b8b5daf5.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="816" data-orig-height="492"/></figure><p>Neil and Lonnie both push Jon and Billy against a wall. And Jon tells of a time where his dad made him kill a rabbit . And Billy’s last name “Hargrove” means - “grove filled with rabbits” . While, ‘Mad-max’ her nickname is based on the male 80s film character ‘mad max’ a man being terrorized by a r**ist biker gang who attacks both men/women. It’s also possible that Billy’s appearance was based on Will seeing mrs wheeler’s romance novels? </p>
<p>In the film “don’t breathe’- the reason why the siblings are from California is alluded to in a flashback of  Jon &amp; Will.  The older sibling (with abusive parents) takes care of the younger sibling like a parent and the little sibling says she wants to be a surfer despite living in a land locked state (without an ocean, like Indianna). Older sibling says one day maybe they can live in California together  . And the Older sibling  tells a friend about how their dad left them, and how they were thrown in  a dark trunk by an abusive parent as kid . Which was alluded to in s1, when Jon checked the trunk to see if Lonnie put Will in there.And we see the mf (who is emulating Lonnie) doing the same thing to heather, and tom (hitting or strangling them and then throwing them in the trunk).</p>
<p>Certain scenes, are alters re-enacting  past scenes of trauma. “<b>The family dynamics will be played out in a variety of ways</b><i> but will most obviously be noted in the way the survivor splits off their system.Some survivors will <b>internalize their family into their own DID system. Some alters may reenact trauma and ab*se, sometimes reinforcing ab*sers’ lessons to prevent further ab*se but sometimes serving as a permanent component of an internal flashback</b>.“</i>The reason, Billy acts/is racist is because he’s emulating Neil (but more accurately Lonnie) who told Will not be friends with lucas and thus recreates that moment with Max .lonnie in the s4 films is very racist. Another example, is  Will has shown a fear of doors opening (in s1-2) shown by how the demogorgan unlocks the door telepathically (like El does often).And the mf opening doors by themselves in the house and arcade.  Neil demands Billy opens his door. And right after Max stares at Will-Billy yells to open the door and tells Max “I’ll cut you b*tch” if she doesn’t open the door. This is because Lonnie said and did similar things to Will if he didn’t open the door.</p>
<p>What connects all 3 is that they all have an absent parent and have baseball associate with them mimicking a familial ab*ser. Even the mf is associated with the sport.</p>
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<h2><b>Alexi</b></h2>
<p>Some “<i> alters can even speak a different language than the host. Despite,the host personality may not know a single word of the language.’</i></p>
<p>Similar to Will who won the science fair for 4 years in a row- Alexi is a scientist who has a child like disposition . Will has a fear of clowns (a clown even triggered him on Halloween), and we see that after he’s attacked by a lonnie-look alike he dies surrounded by clowns. </p>
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<figure data-orig-width="525" data-orig-height="1052" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f0488dc79d1828bf8ee5303e99ddc817/db3426a385989d6f-eb/s540x810/86bd68bca2d5af4737a2d6ecfe343d0b06565bcd.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="525" data-orig-height="1052"/></figure><p>Also, “woody in the cartoon is terrorized by Andy and PAPA panda.  To Woody’s surprise, Andy’s attempts prevail, and Woody is taken away to the psychiatric hospital— but not before his captors prove to be crazier than he is” (cough s4 spoiler, but that’s a post for another day).We also have a scene where murray compares him to a child bringing shit in and tries touching his junk with a metal detector. And when Alexi says to stop, Murray says he’ll do as he pleases in his house. Probably a re-enactment .  And Murray mistranslates what he says occasionally as being “n*ked or exposed”, “penetrating a hole”. Also ‘alexi’ may also be a reference to Alexy in russian folklore. A clever-minded priest’s son (Lonnie is alluded to be a religious zealot in s4 movies) who wins by tricking and outsmarting his foes and defeating a dragon by trickery. This is another connection to Will who is heavily associated with dragons- for a huge spoiler related reason - let’s just say  mf’s can create dragons, Will drew a dragon, has a dragon poster, read a dragon comic in a s1 flashback , was there for the dragon video game, and Dustin mentions a dragon in s3 because of foreshadowing.<br/></p>
<h2>**- <b> The mindflayer (previously known as ‘Will the wise’) -persecutor alter</b>
</h2>
<p><i> “A child that is heavily into fantasy might have alters who present as certain fantasy creatures that the child sees as being capable of protecting them from being hurt again.All of the personalities begin as friends and allies…” </i>We see this with Will’s first alter- Will the wise. Who Will described as having fire powers to attack smart bad guy<i>s. </i>And who is based off the rules of d&amp;d.</p>
<figure data-orig-width="2594" data-orig-height="1739" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/09699d7a966706cdd485e69a846e2a84/db3426a385989d6f-5e/s540x810/c2406dfd2cf6eded0e686c2284e13621cacecc5f.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2594" data-orig-height="1739"/></figure><p><i>“ <b>Persecutors are alters who purposefully harm the body, system, host, core, or other alters.</b> Most of the literature on the development of these persecutory alters reports that <b>they usually begin life as protectors</b> and t<b>hen, for some reason, turn on the host, becoming persecutory</b>. Kluft, in 1985, describes the persecutors as initially “taking all the suffering for the others (alters &amp; host). Persecutory personalities originate from the shame and anger related to the traumatic experience and to the perpetrator. “ </i><br/></p>
<p>‘<b><i>It is usually during the transition between childhood to adolescence when childhood protectors becomes a persecutor.</i></b>” <b>And begin mimicking the ab*ser.</b> We actually may have seen this transition at the end of s1- where WW became the mf. In d&amp;d lore, mindflayers are created by inserting a tadpole into a human- like what we saw at the end of s1 where Will coughed up the slug from the upsidedown. Meaning all that supernatural stuff we saw Will do in s1 was actually Will the wise (ww) before he turned into the mf. While the flashbacks in s1 (and singing in castle byers) were of the Will we saw in s2-3.</p> <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/630381573477482496/some-of-your-favorite-characters-are-wills-split" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p>
</blockquote>
<p>This post has been well worth the wait. Anyone who considers him or herself to be a Stranger Things fan needs to read this.<br/></p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/628911961361530880/fanart-requests-are-open" class="tumblr_blog">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote>
<p>Even though I have a lot of work projects at the moment, I’m eager to create more Stranger Things fanart and it’s a great way for me to take a break from only creating art for “work.” Sometimes I get anxious about my work because I care too much and have a lot of fear of failure and imposter syndrome that can weigh me down. Making fanart helps me enjoy creating things more, and I don’t get anxious about it in the same way. (It also helps me practice and learn new skills!) </p>
<p>I really enjoy making art for other people, and I enjoy being part of the Tumblr Stranger Things fan-community. If you want to submit any requests for a Stranger Things illustration, submit an Ask and I’ll put a fanart together based on your idea. I’ll keep requests open between now and Saturday night (9/12) at 10PM EST. Then over the next few weeks (or months, depending on how busy things are) I’ll create artworks based on the ideas you sent me.</p>
<p><i>These are the three fanarts I created when I was taking requests a while back:</i></p>
<figure data-orig-width="3000" data-orig-height="2512" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4a1121ddbbf8e97fb16ca7e8825c9f5a/700475ae3d6b9e50-83/s540x810/b994311e792130694c60b78214d81e9fd477c549.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="3000" data-orig-height="2512"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="1500" data-orig-height="1500" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c1241edefd6c7f3c45508ee6d90b2ccb/700475ae3d6b9e50-78/s540x810/dbdd3020cce446425b7af71c9d53308bee351fe3.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1500" data-orig-height="1500"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="2000" data-orig-height="1947" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/870105f6c3cd0e81c9b63dcd86b9f4ec/700475ae3d6b9e50-cb/s540x810/e0fc3bedbb21d4700027bff148b13042816a4062.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2000" data-orig-height="1947"/></figure></blockquote>
<p>Reblog for an awesome artist.<br/></p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/628241424956162049">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>Which D&amp;D class suits your personality?</h2><p>[<a href="https://t.umblr.com/redirect?z=https%3A%2F%2Fuquiz.com%2Fquiz%2FeWDHo9%2Fwhich-dnd-class-suits-your-personality%3Fp%3D700484&amp;t=NmY5ZDU4Zjc2MDdlZjBiMTdmZWQxYWFlNDE4YjZhNTdmNDkwNzJmZixmYjJhY2VhOGNhZWFhMzIzYzY0NDAyNzg5YTgxMDBmYjZlMWEyMTgx&amp;ts=1599137883">Click here</a> to take the quiz]</p><p>I got <b>Ranger</b>, and my subclass (because I was prompted to take a subclass quiz after the first one, and how could I pass that up?) is <b><a href="https://t.umblr.com/redirect?z=https%3A%2F%2Fuquiz.com%2FResult%2Fstatic%2Flite%2FTheonD%2F618442%2Fpersonality%2F705471%3F%26s%3D19133244-67d2-4a6c-a432-449d95858c59%23&amp;t=YjdhOWJlZjA4YjcyMjExZTkxNGE5ODg0MGE4N2Q3YzRiMWJlODkxMyxjM2QyOWE3ZGJlZDVjMDQ3ODJkNDAyYzY0NGE3NmNkZDZhMWY3ZTFl&amp;ts=1599137730">Horizon Walker</a></b>!</p><p>&ldquo;Horizon walkers guard the world against threats that originate from other planes or that seek to ravage the mortal realm with otherworldly magic. They seek out planar portals and keep watch over them, venturing to the Inner Planes and the Outer Planes as needed to pursue their foes. These rangers are also friends to any forces in the multiverse that work to preserve life and the order of the planes. You’re an explorer at heart and you enjoy traveling to new and exciting places. You likely have a personality or interests that other people find eccentric or unusual in some way and you take some measure of delight in being different. At times, you might get stuck in your head and find yourself feeling distant from the physical world. You may feel like you don’t quite fit in this world, like maybe you were meant to be somewhere else. On the bright side, you’re very open-minded and you like trying new things.&rdquo;</p><p><i>This is surprisingly accurate since I really love traveling, exploring new things, and daydreaming. (So much daydreaming!)</i></p><p>Has anyone else taken <a href="https://t.umblr.com/redirect?z=https%3A%2F%2Fuquiz.com%2Fquiz%2FeWDHo9%2Fwhich-dnd-class-suits-your-personality%3Fp%3D700484&amp;t=M2EyOTBjMDg0YTQ1ZDBiY2Y5MjFkYzYxZTYyMzM3ZDI0NmE1MGJiNCxmYjJhY2VhOGNhZWFhMzIzYzY0NDAyNzg5YTgxMDBmYjZlMWEyMTgx&amp;ts=1599137826">this quiz</a>? What were your results?</p></blockquote>
<p><b>Cleric</b> You’re dedicated, caring, and  probably a sucker for happy endings. You spend so much time helping  other people that you might forget to take care of yourself. You’re very  idealistic and have a strong sense of faith in your beliefs, which may  be actual religious beliefs or just your personal moral code. You like  to be prepared for a variety of situations and you may have a bit of a  protective side. </p><p><b>Life </b>The Life domain focuses on the  vibrant positive energy – one of the fundamental forces of the universe –  that sustains all life. The gods of life promote vitality and health  through healing the sick and wounded, caring for those in need, and  driving away the forces of death and undeath. You have a strong drive to  help other people. You might interested in the medical field. You’re  drawn to things that live and grow and you would probably love to have a  home filled with plants. You’re an optimist at heart and you generally  tend to believe that things will work out for the best in the end (and  you’ll do whatever you can to ensure that happens).  </p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186428843328/will-byers-growing-up-gay-in-the-pre-internet" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote>
<p>This is a tough one, and I really wanted to make sure I did it justice. Some background on my qualifications to write this: I hold a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and a Master’s degree in Counseling, I did undergraduate and master’s level research on sexual orientation, and I personally identify as bisexual. This does not make me the ultimate authority on this topic, of course, but I like to think I have a bit more insight than the average person.</p>
<p>Season 3 of Stranger Things resulted in the mainstream audience asking a question that many of us had already been trying to answer: Is Will Byers gay? I’m not going to pretend that I somehow know the answer to that question, but I do believe the evidence points to yes. The most popular alternate interpretation of his character is that he is simply not as mature as his friends, and so he’s just not interested in girls yet. Here, I intend to examine what it would be like to grow up gay in the 1980s, before the internet and other means to access the larger LGBT community, and what that could mean for our little cleric.</p>
<p>Development of sexual orientation, or, at least, a minority sexual orientation, generally involves an on-going process that is sometimes seen as a series of steps. It begins with the recognition of a same-sex attraction. This has been reported to occur as early as age 9 in males. The following progression can be dependent on the schema, or a sort of cognitive framework, that someone has set up for homosexuality. If we look at Will, he is definitely at the age where he likely would have noticed a same-sex attraction. Based on the bullying, and the general climate of the 80s, his schema for homosexuality would be incredibly negative. This is not something he would want to acknowledge. This may be why the same research mentioned above has most males not self-identifying as gay until around age 16 despite having a same-sex attraction at 9.</p>
<p>Will would not have any reason to want to be gay. He has no access to any resources that would help him counter the schema that his dad, Troy, and the general attitude towards gays of the time would have constructed for him. He has no community or peers to give him support, and he doesn’t have the internet to allow him to see how not alone he really is. He may have been able to acknowledge an attraction for Mike (or others), but he would not ascribe that to his being gay. Such feelings could be rationalized as friendship, admiration, or even envy. </p>
<p>This is a difficult road to walk when your peers are taking notice of the opposite sex. It can become very conspicuous, and one can only imagine that the taunting Will receives would only have gotten worse. We don’t get to see any of this though, as it is now summer. Some people theorize that Will isn’t ready to grow up, and I do agree, but for another reason: Will is scared.</p>
<p>Assuming he is gay, Will has caught on that something isn’t quite right with him by now. He sees his friends obsessed with girls, but it’s something he doesn’t share. He has nothing against girls, and doesn’t mind Dustin and Lucas being interested in them, but he has no interest in them himself. He also doesn’t like that Mike does. He may not understand why yet. These feelings would be conflicting heavily with his internal schemas, resulting in a cognitive dissonance. His feelings and what he believes to be normal are in conflict.</p>
<p>When Mike yells that it’s not his fault Will doesn’t like girls, it may well be the first time he’s ever been made to consciously confront those feelings. The insults of his asshole father and the school bullies he can ignore, but he can’t ignore Mike. Mike may or may not have meant it that way, and Mike may or may not suspect that Will really is different. Regardless, Will would be stunned and afraid at being forced into acknowledging the possibility, and this is exactly how he is shown to react to that statement. He was happy to stick with his childhood activities, because all of that is from a time when it didn’t matter if he liked girls or not. He can play D&amp;D all day, every day, and never have to worry about something like girls. </p>
<p>It’s reasonable to conclude that Will doesn’t want to grow up because that means facing something he doesn’t want to. This monster could possibly scare him more than the Upside Down. Now that he’s made to confront it, he lashes out at everything he found refuge in. He can’t hide in Castle Byers, which represents his childhood, anymore. He berates himself for thinking he could hide in his childhood forever. He hears Mike narrating a campaign as he looks around, and it cuts him to the core that his best friend, and perhaps his everything, is actually the source of his anguish. He’s realizing, at least on a basic level, just how important Mike really is to him, how important he wants to be to Mike, and how he can’t go back to when they could be that for each other.</p>
<p>This is why he wants nothing to do with D&amp;D unless Mike is involved. It’s not possible for him to find another party. He’s not even fully ready to consider himself gay yet, but he’s getting there. He’s telling Mike, in the only way he dares, that Mike is it for him. </p>
<p>This is my take anyway. I don’t know where Season 4 will take us. It may just give us even more subtext that isn’t acted on.</p>
</blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/627615249882808320">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Sometimes I wonder if some homophobes only think of sex when people talk about queer ships because they themselves have never actually known real love and real emotional intimacy. And then I start pitying them. Which was definitely not my original intention, but here we are. 💁‍♀️</p></blockquote>
<p>I can see how that can be a part of it. Still, I think the biggest component of this is the idea of homosexual relationships being inferior to heterosexual relationships. Many straight people see gay couples as being purely sexual in nature because to allow love to be a part of it makes them equal to their own relationships. In turn, this results in their perception of their own relationships becomes threatened. Their relationships become nothing special (in either a legal or spiritual sense) if gay people’s relationships were seen as the same.</p><p>This same thought process can be seen in all sorts of bigotry, at least in Western civilization. The “other” or “lesser” needs to be dehumanized somehow in order to justify disparate treatment. It’s a rationalization one does to cope with the fact that they’re an asshole. Black people were savages who didn’t deserve equal rights. Women were too emotional to own land, hold jobs, or vote. Gay people are too perverse and only care about sex. Non-Christians seek to destroy our way of life.  All of this comes from a need to feel special by debasing everyone else.</p><p>These are the people who identified with Syndrome in The Incredibles. His speech about “when everyone is special, no one will be” resonated with them because people honestly have trouble accepting the inherent value of what they have unless other people don’t, and ultimately can’t, have it. Thus, in some people’s minds, straight relationships become devalued if they don’t have something that gay relationships don’t, and can’t, have. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/627358964461535232">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/627358208385810432">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/627350989679296512">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="674" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4c57004566cd0913810becd68819c3ce/23576ffaabe4d2fa-c8/s640x960/517ffda4238317178ca61a0ab6c0a128c0f3156b.jpg" data-orig-height="674" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><p>[Edit: Please do not ask about door #2 right now, I&rsquo;m just not ready to dive into my thoughts about Hopper this week. 😂]</p></blockquote><p>Lol , I think about all of these and do a lot of theories/meta- but I talk about byler so much only  because so many people think it’s not real/endgame. So my gay ass has to point to all the evidence to why it’s real 😂</p></blockquote><h2><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> same! 🤗</h2><p>Any moment I start talking about something other than Byler, I&rsquo;ll see an anti-Byler or homophobic post or someone will tell me they don&rsquo;t understand Byler or no longer think that it&rsquo;s relevant to the story, and then I end up diving into Byler discussion again. 😅</p><p>It&rsquo;s relevant. It&rsquo;s very relevant.</p><p>❤ 🧡 💛 💚 💙 💜 🖤</p><p>And Byler is personal to me, too. 🏳️‍🌈 </p></blockquote>
<p>I mean, this is more or less what my Ask inbox looks like at any given moment. They’re all interesting topics, but door #3 is my favorite one to discuss from both a narrative and personal perspective.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/626993627008270336">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I understand the anxiety in the fandom over what direction the story might take, but I definitely don&rsquo;t understand the fear that the Duffer Brother&rsquo;s wouldn&rsquo;t be hypothetically willing to feature a canonically queer character (or two) in the main cast.</p><p>You don&rsquo;t write a series titled &ldquo;Stranger Things&rdquo; and then spend your time avoiding offending bigoted and narrow-minded people, ok?</p><p>Whatever they have planned for season 4 and 5, they won&rsquo;t be seeking to cater to audiences that are uncomfortable with things outside of society&rsquo;s narrow box of  bigoted biases. </p><p>The series&rsquo; title, tone, and premise promises a celebration of underdogs and misfits, and that&rsquo;s what I expect. 🌈</p><p>I could be wrong. But I&rsquo;m optimistic, given the hints and clues in these first three seasons, that the writers are not planning on avoiding offending bigots<i>. </i>They&rsquo;ve already made their position regarding homophobia clear in season 1: it&rsquo;s overtly vilified in Lonnie and the school bullies, and Mike shoves Troy to the gym floor for his hateful words about Will.</p><p>The series is titled &ldquo;Stranger Things,&rdquo; not &ldquo;Only Storylines Acceptable To Bigoted Conservatives Things.&rdquo; 😏</p></blockquote>
<p>This is basically how I see it. I’d consider it a letdown and a missed opportunity if it ultimately ended up being just a supernatural drama with 80s nostalgia that plays with some cliched tropes.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://starry-clown.tumblr.com/post/626617383858126848">starry-clown</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9d064026fad29c8617e8d9dfaa06470f/adf228828764f56f-5a/s640x960/07a5c0a8277cc5569e69619056e94ea91a9f8710.png" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="1280"/></figure></div><p>WILL CAST FIREBALL 🔥🔥🔥🔥🔥</p></blockquote>
<p>A strong, confident Will saving the day is near the top of my wishlist for a final season.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bylermoodz/626307264161185792">bylermoodz</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>I need help on what to think about this scene!!!</h1><p>I really can’t tell if mike is actually confused and doesn’t know what el’s talking about or if he’s just surprised that el loves him back.</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="332" data-orig-width="332"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/486f1228bbd6057ee64664ebe1de6cb9/cbb1c19963a75826-90/s640x960/ee72324fd59156fb6645d0d75d79be5337d21dba.gif" data-orig-height="332" data-orig-width="332"/></figure></div><p> I feel like he did remember what happened in the cabin and everytime i watch this scene I just see a scared Mike wondering if el loves him back. Not a mike realizing he’s gay and forgetting what happened in the cabin.</p><p>I mean saying “i love her” is a big deal and he probably would have remembered that but then again he said it was heat of the moment (which to me sounded like a lie).</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="332" data-orig-width="530" data-tumblr-attribution="mikewheely:f3_69ejQmKKJsEIg1hPt3Q:Z84ESl2jo4t9D"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1619df739681c96e254ee8ce883c8593/cbb1c19963a75826-3f/s640x960/e5d79e6d1abccd016c7553f214782d9a8d67e750.gif" data-orig-height="332" data-orig-width="530"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p>But for the awkward kiss, I lean towards him not remembering or realizing he doesn’t like her as much because if he did remember and got the answer he wanted he probably would have kissed back right? Not kept a his eyes open. And it’s not like he’s never been kissed before.  Or maybe he was just so surprised? But afterwards you see him realizing something so why wouldn’t he kiss her back then and think about it later???? Idek. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="332" data-orig-width="332"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bc8dcf17364a5e1fe5cc28145276e7a5/cbb1c19963a75826-25/s640x960/a7da0db667f53606e7351d499274bec9e699428b.gif" data-orig-height="332" data-orig-width="332"/></figure></div><p>But after the kiss he seems confused too but also surprised. I just can’t figure out the facial expressions. But he could be realizing that he likes will? But also it’s very likely that he is realizing that El said it back and realizing that he truly does love her????</p><p><br/></p><p>I wish I wasn’t a pessimist 😞 cause I love byler but in my head I have very little hope for it to happen 😔 </p></blockquote>
<p>Taken by itself, the first gif could easily be a kid being coy about what he had said in the heat of the moment. It’s when combined with the other bits that it all falls apart. Even a shocked boy will kiss back if someone he supposedly loves kisses him by surprise. There might be a brief “wait, what?” moment, but that he’d just stand there perfectly still with his eyes open doesn’t exactly support him enjoying it. Then he stands there confused and shocked as his girlfriend walks off? If he liked it, there would be at least a hint of a smile or pleasant shock. </p><p>I’m not narrative expert, but, to me, that was all done to show us that Mike isn’t the same guy we saw at the beginning of the season, especially since it looks like we’re meant to contrast that scene to the previous one with Mike and Will. Which one of them did it look like he was more worried about losing? It’s all starting to come together in his head, but it doesn’t hit home until the cars pull away. </p>
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Body: <p>This is unreal. I’ll never understand why you all enjoy getting my walls of text in your feeds, but I appreciate all of you.</p><p>Please send any requests you want. They can certainly be for Stranger Things analyses (I got some very nice, creative requests when I hit 600), but we can change the speed for a milestone like this, too. Want to know my favorite food? Go for it. What brand of deodorant I use? You got it. What other shows I like to watch? Absolutely. What I would do with a million dollars? Sure. My credit card number? Go to hell.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/626273647713206273">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/arthoebyers/626273058965143552">arthoebyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i love how stranger things acts like D&amp;D isn’t important to the show anymore </p></blockquote><p>Nah, it totally is, though!</p><p>Erica was given Will&rsquo;s D&amp;D manual.</p><p>And then:</p><p>&ldquo;Horror in the Heartland!&rdquo;</p><p>&ldquo;Is a rise in Satanism to blame!?&rdquo;</p><p>*Flashes the cover of a D&amp;D manual on the News, with dramatic music playing*</p><p>We&rsquo;re all gonna be satanically-ensnared sinful little hooligans next season!</p><p>Satanic Panic time! (Tee-hee.)</p><p>Plus what about &ldquo;Let&rsquo;s start a new party, you and me?&rdquo;</p><p>And are we truly convinced that the Mindflayer (whose namesake is from D&amp;D) is truly gone for good? 👀</p><p>D&amp;D is not over.</p><p>Not at all.</p></blockquote>
<p>Ugh, satanic panic and anti-D&amp;D mindsets. The 80s were a really weird time. </p><p>I haven’t seen it in a while, but Mazes &amp; Monsters was a movie (starring Tom Hanks, in one of his earliest roles) from the early 80s about a group of college-age students playing a D&amp;D-style game. </p><p>I don’t remember a ton about it, but I do remember it didn’t seem to cast D&amp;D in a good light. The characters who played the totally-not-D&amp;D game had significant issues that resulted in stress/anxiety. I think the movie tried to portray the game as being an escape for them, but Hank’s character ends up with a complete mental break. He ends up believing he is his character (a cleric I believe), and I don’t think he ever recovers from that at the end of the movie.</p><p>I kind of want to go back to watch it again to clear up my own fuzzy remembrance. It certainly did seem to be playing on the fears people had of D&amp;D in the 80s. These were not reasonable fears though. Instead it was a hysteria, though I was far too young in the 80s to know how genuine and widespread that hysteria was. </p><p>Anyone know if the Duffers have seen that movie?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/625990264265310208">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>A brief note to anyone that thinks that Mike and Will becoming a couple would be inappropriate or creepy or weird: there is NOTHING weird or creepy about the idea of two young teenage boys having feelings for each other. If the only way you can think of queer love is in a hypersexualized context then <i>you </i>are the one that has a problem and <i>you</i> are sexualizing teenagers and projecting your discomfort with gay people very, very loudly.</p><p>Yes: teenagers can be queer! Young teens can be queer! Just like young teens can start having heterosexual feelings. This is normal and healthy and part of who they are. Deal with it.</p><p>Twitter has the loudest homophobia sometimes, and it kills me. The way in which a lot of fans talk about Byler is a painful reminder of how much work our society still has to do in order to fight bigotry and ignorance.</p><p>Stop treating Byler shippers like they are creepy and weird for empathizing with the experiences that young closeted queer teens might face in the 80s. Whether Byler is real or not: for some fans this isn&rsquo;t just a ship, it&rsquo;s a reflection of our own real experiences from our teenage years in the closet and how hard it is to figure yourself out when the whole world is busy talking trash like some of these fans do.</p><p>I see the support and I see the positivity. There is a beautiful amount of love and acceptance in the fandom. But I also see the snide implications, the derision, the underlying homophobia behind a lot of fans&rsquo; words. Sometimes, the bigotry shines through. And trust me: lgbtqa+ fans notice.</p><p>No, you do not need to actively cheer for Mike and Will to end up together. I would never say that. But please be mindful of the way in which you criticize the concept of Mike and Will becoming a couple, and be mindful of how you criticize fans that appreciate that idea.</p></blockquote>
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Body: <p>This is a sort of a companion post to <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186428843328/will-byers-growing-up-gay-in-the-pre-internet">Will Byers and Growing Up Gay in the Pre-Internet Era</a>, which I posted last year. I looked into what could have possibly been going on with Will as someone with a gay identity at a time when there was little support. Now I’d like to look at Mike, who would have his own unique challenges towards accepting a positive identity. This isn’t meant to be a post for why Mike is gay, as I (and several others) have already addressed that. Instead, I want to look at some of the psychological processes that may be at work in how Mike develops through the series. I will be treating Mike as if he were a real person, rather than a fictional character, and, so, I will attempt to ignore narrative devices (foreshadowing, parallels, etc.) as much as possible.</p><!-- more --><p>“Friends don’t lie” is one of the prevailing messages in Stranger Things. It more or less becomes El’s personal motto, so it ultimately became associated more with her than the person who taught it to her: Mike. Despite attempting to instill this value onto El, Mike himself is shown to have a lot of trouble living up to it. While Mike spends quite a lot of time in Season 3 lying to El, she is not the biggest victim of his lies. No, the one he lies to the most is himself, and he seems to have been doing that since Season 1.</p><p>According to the Cass Identity Model, a journey to a positive gay identity requires several steps: confusion, comparison, tolerance, acceptance, pride, and synthesis. This is not a perfect model, but it is one of the better attempts to create a general framework for how it worked for many gay individuals, at least in the time it was created (1979). A general way to look at it is that, at least at the time, individuals would work their way through this process as they engaged with the gay and lesbian community and started to see it as less of a bad thing and more as something to be proud of until it finally becomes just another part of who they are.</p><p>As I mentioned in my Will post, there is little opportunity for a kid in Hawkins to engage with the gay and lesbian community. There is no internet, nor is there any (known) place for local gays to gather in Hawkins. This results in the only real mention of homosexuality being the slurs thrown around by school bullies and people like Lonnie. A town like Hawkins would be a very difficult place for a young gay person to grow up. This makes it hard for even the initial stage, confusion, even occurring. Mike has deep feelings for Will, but the confusion stage requires that he acknowledge his feelings as homosexual in nature. Instead, I think Mike has been hiding from his own feelings, and it may not have been until the finale of Season 3 that he finally acknowledged them for the first time. So what comes before the first stage? </p><p>Lies! Well, sort of. Defense mechanisms are how our minds protect us from the anxiety and social consequences of unwanted thoughts and desires. We all use them, unconsciously, to some extent. The next time you come home from a hard day at work and yell at a family member, ask yourself why you’re angry. Odds are it’s nothing the family member did. Getting angry at work can be a risk to your employment, so, instead, you unconsciously find a “safer” target. In this case it’s still bad, but getting forgiveness from a family member is easier than talking a boss into rehiring you. Mike has similar processes going on to protect him from his budding attraction to Will.</p><p>It’s impossible to tell when exactly Mike started thinking of Will as more than a friend, even if he doesn’t label the thoughts as such. He already shows an intense concern for Will in Season 1. When the boyish-looking El shows up and provides an opportunity to find Will, Mike risks his friendships to make use of her powers. He also goes over the top in disguising her as, well, a girl. It probably would have been easier to disguise her as a boy, but Mike decided to put a wig and dress on her, and then apply makeup to her. This could be a combination of displacement and reaction formation. Mike is redirecting his feelings for Will onto El, and also making her as obviously female as he can. </p><p>Mike’s bond with El came very quickly, and even caused a rift within the Party. While Dustin and Lucas would come around and value El as a trusted friend, their process with her is more natural than Mike’s rushed, forced relationship with her. Dustin and Lucas had no weird feelings to hide from. Their search for Will contained no unwanted implications, they simply wanted their friend back safe and sound. Still, we would see Mike on the opposite end of this type of interaction in Season 2.</p><p>

Max is the first “normal” girl to show interest in the Party. Mike reacts to her presence and attempts to join the party with hostility. There is little reason for this, as he was more than willing to allow El to be their friend. He doesn’t truly hate her, and in his own words he can’t hate her as he doesn’t even know her. He simply wants nothing to do with her. His only given reason is that the party is full as it is, which seems to fall flat. It could be that the presence of a girl reminds him of El, but we don’t see him acting hostile to girls in general. It seems, instead, to be his friends’ interest in her that gets Mike to dislike her. While the theory that he is jealous at Will’s interest in Max is intriguing, there isn’t much to go on aside from Will showing a curiosity about her and then letting Dustin and Lucas bring her along for Halloween. Instead, Mike may be projecting here. He shows incredulity that Dustin and Lucas could be so interested in Max despite never having talked to her, suggesting that he thinks getting to know someone is important in regards to being romantically interested. This runs counter to his interactions with El in Season 1. He resents his own behavior, but takes his anger out on his friends and Max instead when he sees them doing something similar. 

<br/></p><p>Mike is very protective of Will throughout Season 2. He also spends a lot of time reaching out to El via his SuperComm, though he admits it’s likely a fruitless effort. His guilt over what has happened to the both of them is another sign of his mixed up feelings for Will and El. On Halloween, Mike and Will open up to each other about how crazy they feel, and they share a smile at the end of a conversation that is arguably a masked love confession. However, as Mike twice brought up El as a part of their conversation, it further reinforces the displacement of Mike’s feelings to her. However, soon after this, Mike finds himself caught up in another Will-related crisis, and El is out of his thoughts until her return at the end of the season.</p><p>Mike also shows a lot of willingness to allow himself to be vulnerable with Will in Season 2, something which isn’t seen in his interactions with anyone else. In these moments, Mike’s body language shifts. His tone becomes softer, his head dips slightly, and he peers at Will through his lashes. His aforementioned conversation on Halloween is just one example, but it is also seen when Will is asked if he remembers Mike, when Mike recounts meeting Will as they try to break through to him, when they’re at the movies, and when Will is packing at the end of Season 3. The moment in the shed is perhaps Mike’s most vulnerable moment. He shares a cherished memory, and unashamedly cries while doing so, perhaps even so lost in the moment that he forgets other people are in the room. His feelings, driven into overdrive by the fear of losing Will for good, are beginning to overwhelm him, but he still maintains his “Will behavior.”</p><p>This shows an uncharacteristic degree of trust and/or submission. In interactions with other characters, even El, Mike often displays assertive, or even aggressive, tones and stances. Mike doesn’t realize he does this, but we do see him sometimes use similar body language with El, further suggesting that he is redirecting his affections.</p><p>Perhaps the biggest moment we see him act this way around El is at the Snow Ball at the end of Season 2. Mike had been having a great time at the dance until Will had gone off to dance. This is strange considering Mike seemed to urge him to go with the girl in the first place. He appears shocked as the pair walks to the dance floor, his mouth agape, and wide eyes staring off into space. This isn’t the body language of someone expressing pride at a friend’s unexpected boldness, but rather it suggests a disturbing revelation. It is at this point that Mike could potentially have moved into the Confusion stage of the Cass model, as he sits on the sidelines (despite Dustin briefly there for company) watching Will dance. Any progress he may have made is instead halted when El arrives unexpectedly. This allows for him to continue using her as an outlet, and gives him a convenient escape from where his thoughts would likely take him.</p><p>Season 3 is the first time Mike had to deal with having both El and Will in his life at the same time, and it’s where his defense mechanisms begin to break down. In therapy, the goal is to shine light onto defense mechanisms in order to deconstruct them, so the patient can see and deal with what is actually going on. </p><p>We find out Mike has been largely ignoring his friends and spending most of his time with El. He makes a big show of his relationship with El, including leaving early after Dustin had returned from camp under the false pretense of a curfew. The others don’t buy it, and Mike likely knew this. He wanted them to know he was going off to make out with El. When we actually see them alone, they do indeed make out, but, curiously, Mike twice takes steps to make it less intimate. He stops to sing along to the music, for example, despite El not enjoying it. He also removes El’s hands from her face, leaving them both simply leaning forward at each other without additional contact. There is a suggestion here that Mike is not enjoying what he is doing and limiting just how intimate they get. </p><p>We continue to see his lack of a desire to be close to El. For her part, El shows behavior that could only be considered clingy. It is she who initiates nearly all of their physical contact, and, at one point, she even literally clings to Mike as Dustin is showing off his gadgets. A close inspection shows that Mike is standing with his arms crossed during this, making no active attempt to return the physical contact. None of this physical intimacy is for his own benefit. While being with El means he doesn’t have to worry about his feelings for Will, it does not really allow him to express those feelings to his satisfaction. This may be why he goes on movie “double dates” with Will, Lucas, and Max in between spending time with El. </p><p>The occurrence we see at the movies is clearly not the first due to Steve’s frustrated reaction and their familiarity with his threat. They are late, so there are not enough seats, but there is no hesitation as Mike goes with Will to sit apart from Max and Lucas. Mike is so comfortable with reaching into Will’s bag for the snacks that it suggests it’s happened multiple times before. We also see that, despite his reclusive behavior with El, Mike still has Will on his mind when he asks if Will is ok. His tone again soft, head slightly dipped as he peers up through his lashes. He glances briefly down, possibly at Will’s lips, suggesting he needs to remind himself that it’s not El he’s with at this moment. He is otherwise very content to be “alone” with Will at the movie. </p><p>Mike ultimately needs the relationship with El to protect himself against his feelings for Will, and it all comes to a head when they fight after Will’s attempt at a campaign. Mike’s continuous theatrics lead to not only Hopper forcing him to spend less time with El, but to him getting busted as he allows Lucas to lead him through a plan to get El an apology gift. We later see that he has no difficulties apologizing when he feels he should, so his grand gesture is another sign that his relationship with El is more of a show. He puts up no fight when El dumps him, acting annoyed and accusing Max and El of conspiring against him. He’s hiding from his own complicity in order to avoid acknowledging that it doesn’t really bother him as much as it should. He wants El to come back to him to continue his show, but he can’t do anything about it without confronting his feelings. El leaving didn’t hurt him; it just made him angry. This complicates things for him. It was easier for him to shift his feelings to El when he didn’t actually need to do anything about it.</p><p>Will loses it at Mike’s disinterest in his campaign, particularly his attempt to abruptly end it. Mike seems to be trying to be just another too-cool ladies man, and he is disallowing himself to enjoy the game. Still, he can’t bare to have hurt Will, and he chases after him when Will tries to leave. Mike struggles to maintain the lie while trying to placate Will. When Will accuses him of ruining everything to make out with “a stupid girl,” we see Mike lash out, saying it’s not his fault Will doesn’t like girls. While this hurt Will, it was likely another case of projection. Mike hates himself for spending all of his time with El because he doesn’t actually like girls. He can’t even stay angry at Will when he sees how hurt Will was with what he said. He tries to explain that this is just how it needs to be, and he appears sad as Will leaves. Unlike with El, Mike is hurt when he loses Will, and he chased after him to apologize. We don’t actually get to see him apologize, however, as the threat-of-the-season kicks into gear, resulting in Mike needing to get El.</p><p>Mike thus is able to bounce his feelings back to El. 

 He maintains a physical proximity to Will, but also tries to avoid interacting with him.

The apology he never gets to make to Will ends up clumsily being offered to El. Mike’s vulnerable, genuine behavior is absent as he goofily attempts to make nice with his ex-girlfriend. He awkwardly attempts to invoke previous conversations with Will, suggesting an increasing desperation to re-establish El as the safe target for his affections. Cracks had already been forming in his carefully constructed subconscious defense mechanisms as a result of the contrast in how El and Will dumping him made him feel. Mike is starting to see the truth, and he needs to fix it.</p><p>Ultimately, the Byers decide to move away. A few months pass between the end of the season and the epilogue where they actually move. Mike seems to be on good terms with both El and Will, but we don’t really know what happened in the interim to get him there. Mike has conversations with both El and Will. His demeanor in each again demonstrate that, despite what he wants others to think, it’s Will who Mike can’t bear to part with. With Will, Mike again shows his vulnerability when Will goes to give away his D&amp;D books. Mike is clearly afraid at the implications, that Will will move on from him, but Will is able to allay his fears, assuring him it’s “not possible” for him to find a new party, and that he expects to just use Mike’s set when he returns. Mike shows no vulnerability with El. In fact, he seems quite at ease as he explains how they’ll talk all the time, so everything will be ok. El suddenly attempts to bring up his previous attempts to talk about feelings, and he feigns ignorance, seeming uncomfortable. There’s a suggestion that they never re-established a romantic relationship. She says she loves him, and he seems perturbed. She kisses him, and he stands there, unresponsive. As she leaves, Mike stands confused and disturbed. He was not expecting that, nor did he enjoy it. Previously, after such a vulnerable moment with Will, Mike would have jumped at the opportunity to shift his feelings to El. Now it seems that he is finally accepting the truth. Defense mechanisms, being elaborate unintentional lies, only work when the individual remains unaware of them. Insight results in the truth being revealed.</p><p>As the Byers leave, Mike stares longingly at the cars. His friends all bike away, but he hangs back momentarily, looking back at Will’s house one last time with a pensive look on his face. All his walls have come crumbling down, and he can’t deny it anymore. He can’t pretend it’s El that he loves. He rides home, walking into his home in a daze. We last see him seeking comfort in his mother’s arms, seeking that unconditional love he craves so much. Mike is now confused, consciously aware that he loves Will, dealing with not only losing him, but also the acknowledgement that he’s likely gay. He’s no longer lying to himself, though it remains to be see how he reacts to the truth.</p><p>From here it’s all speculation, as we have little to no knowledge of Season 4. Based on the Cass model, Mike needs to explore his gay identity by meeting other gay people. He needs to see that not only is he not alone, but that being gay isn’t a bad thing. This process isn’t easy, and he will need to deal with the social implications of what it means. He may well choose to attempt to maintain a straight image. El being away means he can claim her as his girlfriend without them needing to be intimate. On the other hand, with support, he could work his way through the model and learn to love himself as he is. </p><p>Note: I tried hard to stick to a conceptualization of Mike, but this does not mean this is how the writers see him. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/625801494196846592">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Hi there!</h1><p><i>(This is just a Pinned Post greeting for my blog for anyone that&rsquo;s new here.)</i></p><p>Thanks for visiting my Stranger Things theory/discussion sideblog. IRL I&rsquo;m a thirty-something-year-old freelance illustrator from the US. In my spare time I enjoy discussing and analyzing Stranger Things with other fans, and since my sweetheart and family have been trapped in the house with me during this COVID pandemic and unable to escape my endless Stranger Things obsession, I thought it best to transform this blog into a place that I can ramble to anyone on the internet that shares a similar appreciation for this wonderful series.</p><p>I know that it&rsquo;s impossible to know what will happen next in Stranger Things 4, but I think the Duffer Brothers and the writing team are very clever storytellers and there are a lot of intentionally established details, clues, and underlying plot-threads in the series that are exciting to analyze and theorize about.</p><p>Since Tumblr isn&rsquo;t always the easiest platform to navigate, I thought it might be nice to link directly to a few of my posts and also share with you a few of my favorite analyses by other fans.</p><p><b>A few of my more recent posts:</b></p><p>🗣 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/625489306859012096/trouble-communicating-misunderstandings-and">Trouble Communicating, Misunderstandings, and Lying in Stranger Things 3</a></p><p>💩 <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/622992832156876800/its-bullsht">It&rsquo;s Bullsh*t!</a> (re: Stranger Things 3)</p><p>❓ <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/624906039252434944/anti-mileven">&ldquo;anti-Mileven&rdquo;</a> (it&rsquo;s complicated)</p><p><b>Stranger Things analyses and reflections written by others that I appreciate:</b></p><p>🧙‍♂️ <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/188179411528/will-created-the-mindflayer-upsidedown-theory">Will Created the Mindflayer and Upside-Down Theory</a> <span class="npf_color_joey">TW: abuse, s*xual assault, psychological trauma (a trigger warning is also noted before the section in the post itself)</span> by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> </p><p>🏳️‍🌈 <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622215663887515648/its-not-my-fault-you-dont-like-girls-how-one">“It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!”: How one line sparked a pointless debate</a> by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </p><p>💔 <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/625200888596873216/byler-fight-vs-mileven-breakup">Byler Fight vs Mileven Breakup</a> by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> </p><p>💖 &ldquo;<a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625623880861614080/a-lot-of-people-think-that-even-if-bob-survived">Joyce was very happy with Bob</a>&rdquo; by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </p><p>🎶 <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/187111333133/the-duffers-use-of-music-proves-byler-is-endgame">The Duffers&rsquo; Use of Music Proves Byler is Endgame</a> by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> </p><p><i>There are dozens of posts by other and fans that I appreciate, these are just a few<i> that come to mind right now. I</i></i><i> will probably update this pinned post sporadically with new content.</i></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="269" data-orig-width="500" data-tumblr-attribution="rravenstagg:l1pB3D9-5m5gliWwUEqaYw:ZXR7Ja2aMWaVj"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a8c365c3d7f23c66233d7428a4cd3fdf/e4803c307ca3fefe-24/s640x960/951df237e97767fef50454947440bef6df810390.gif" data-orig-height="269" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><p>If you have any thoughts or questions, my Asks are always open and you can submit anonymous Asks as well as public ones. While you might have noticed that I favor certain interpretations of the series and its characters, I enjoy talking to other fans even if we disagree on certain interpretations of the story and I am so grateful for the online Stranger Things fan community. </p><p>&hellip;</p><p>⛔ Sexism, racism, homophobia, transphobia, and pedophilia are absolutely unwelcome here. Please be courteous and respectful to me and to others and we can all have a lot more fun. </p><p>I&rsquo;m a white, pansexual, cis woman. Although I have an appreciation for discussing prejudice within the fandom and the series, my white and cis identity makes my thoughts and opinions regarding transphobia and racism unimportant compared to views expressed by trans folk and POC on those topics. Listen to them.</p><p> (Thanks, everyone!)</p></blockquote>
<p>I was wary of reblogging this because I thought it’d come off as self-serving, but the other posts linked above are worth reblogging for.</p>
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Slug: stincorrect-max-what-are-you-doing-lucas
Reblog key: XRpwSohr
Reblog url: https://stincorrect.tumblr.com/post/625458924839157761/max-what-are-you-doing-lucas-standing-on-a
Reblog name: stincorrect
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://stincorrect.tumblr.com/post/625458924839157761/max-what-are-you-doing-lucas-standing-on-a" class="tumblr_blog">stincorrect</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>Max: What are you doing? <br/>Lucas: *standing on a chair* This is my room, Max, I can do whatever I want. <br/>Max: *eyebrow raise*<br/>Max: Where’s the spider? <br/>Lucas: It’s under the bed please kill it please! <br/>Max: *rolls eyes* </p></blockquote>


<p>I&rsquo;m a grown man, and I&rsquo;d totally be Lucas in this scenario. </p>
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Date: 2020-08-03 17:36:56 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/625450645634285568
Slug: youre-right-its-very-nice-to-see-official
Reblog key: bOS37QKD
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/625450346365501440
Reblog name: strangertheory
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/625450346365501440">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/625448843143708672">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/625448425272508416">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://snsbyler.tumblr.com/post/625377567675973632/guys-guys-guys-netflix-accounts-all-around-the">snsbyler</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1334" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b60202fdf74570c87fd7c09786272422/602fe24298882f61-13/s640x960/237a41fa69baa28c55c51e3f46eaea5cbece07c5.png" data-orig-height="1334" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><p>GUYS GUYS GUYS</p><p>netflix accounts all around the world ship byler anD THEY DON&rsquo;T EVEN DISGUISE</p></blockquote><p>Me: Official sources don&rsquo;t like talking about Byler because it&rsquo;s too important to the plot. They actively avoid talking about it because they don&rsquo;t want to spoil things.</p><p>*Looks at various posts from official channels that do, in fact, acknowledge Mike and Will&rsquo;s affection for each other.*</p><p>Me: Ha! Well. It turns out that I&rsquo;m actually very happy to be incorrect about things sometimes.</p><p>This reminds me of <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/616067592033058816/byler-rights">when nxonnetflix said &ldquo;Byler rights&rdquo; in this &ldquo;Battle Ship&rdquo; Instagram post</a> and everyone freaked out.</p></blockquote><p>I don’t put too much stock into things like this. While Netflix execs probably have some inside info as to what’s going to happen in Season 4, I doubt that knowledge would be made known to Netflix social media managers. I think we’re just seeing savvy social media managers working to keep fans invested despite the shutdown. That said, they could possibly be getting fed posts from the Stranger Things camp.</p><p>Now the Stranger Writers and main Stranger Things accounts on the other hand&hellip; </p></blockquote><p>I agree <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> </p><p>In my opinion there is significant evidence within the series itself and we don&rsquo;t need to grasp at these occasional social media posts by Netflix marketing teams (that aren&rsquo;t directly involved in writing the story) in order to make a case for Mike and Will ending up as a couple eventually in the story.</p><p>However: the acknowlegement of Mike and Will&rsquo;s closeness, and <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/616067592033058816/byler-rights">the acknowlegement of their potential to be a couple,</a> are things that numerous fans that are staunchly anti-Byler won&rsquo;t even allow themselves to recognize. Having official accounts make note of these scenes and the idea of them as a couple still matters even just for the sake of disrupting the staunch heteronormativity and homophobia that I&rsquo;ve seen crop up in certain corners of this fandom. I celebrate these posts mostly for those reasons. But I do not need these posts in order to recognize the direction that the foreshadowing in the series is pointing towards.</p></blockquote>
<p>You&rsquo;re right. It&rsquo;s very nice to see official accounts acknowledging something like this. I couldn&rsquo;t even fathom a network, writer, actor, etc. acknowledging something like this when I was young. They&rsquo;d all avoid it like a plague.</p>
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Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/625448843143708672
Slug: i-dont-put-too-much-stock-into-things-like-this
Reblog key: bOS37QKD
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/625448425272508416
Reblog name: strangertheory
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/625448425272508416">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://snsbyler.tumblr.com/post/625377567675973632/guys-guys-guys-netflix-accounts-all-around-the">snsbyler</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1334" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b60202fdf74570c87fd7c09786272422/602fe24298882f61-13/s640x960/237a41fa69baa28c55c51e3f46eaea5cbece07c5.png" data-orig-height="1334" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><p>GUYS GUYS GUYS</p><p>netflix accounts all around the world ship byler anD THEY DON&rsquo;T EVEN DISGUISE</p></blockquote><p>Me: Official sources don&rsquo;t like talking about Byler because it&rsquo;s too important to the plot. They actively avoid talking about it because they don&rsquo;t want to spoil things.</p><p>*Looks at various posts from official channels that do, in fact, acknowledge Mike and Will&rsquo;s affection for each other.*</p><p>Me: Ha! Well. It turns out that I&rsquo;m actually very happy to be incorrect about things sometimes.</p><p>This reminds me of <a href="https://strangertheory.tumblr.com/post/616067592033058816/byler-rights">when nxonnetflix said &ldquo;Byler rights&rdquo; in this &ldquo;Battle Ship&rdquo; Instagram post</a> and everyone freaked out.</p></blockquote>
<p>I don’t put too much stock into things like this. While Netflix execs probably have some inside info as to what’s going to happen in Season 4, I doubt that knowledge would be made known to Netflix social media managers. I think we’re just seeing savvy social media managers working to keep fans invested despite the shutdown. That said, they could possibly be getting fed posts from the Stranger Things camp.</p><p>Now the Stranger Writers and main Stranger Things accounts on the other hand&hellip; </p>
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Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/625388006462963712
Reblog name: strangertheory
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://mookybear12404.tumblr.com/post/625306298585612288/i-feel-like-the-first-class-you-played-in-dnd" class="tumblr_blog">mookybear12404</a>:</p>
<blockquote>
<p>I feel like the first class you played in DND tells a lot about you</p>
<p>Reblog and put in the tags what your first class was</p>
</blockquote>
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Slug: i-saw-this-earlier-it-all-seems-a-bit-too
Reblog key: 6rWmIgjk
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/625376760327012352
Reblog name: strangertheory
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/625376760327012352">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> I&rsquo;m screeching at a Tweet again&hellip; cause&hellip; you know&hellip;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1171" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/81d51e274e0556f31c2e0bc0d5e44c26/0ee55d4bd7d597ee-9c/s640x960/0c2b60b101dca7eb8bf09ec1640646905c4dc2c8.jpg" data-orig-height="1171" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>I saw this earlier. It all seems a bit too perfect. I never know when anything means anything from this Twitter account anymore!</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="768" data-orig-width="1024"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ece68d2e34946a321011edb0d0cfbae6/3fe3298bdc305a4b-99/s640x960/6550e84b02eeeafd51432c4fa537e15359ac3709.jpg" data-orig-height="768" data-orig-width="1024"/></figure></div>
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Reblog key: dQHhgRFD
Reblog url: https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/625211095461888000/i-already-pointed-this-stuff-out-in-my-youtube
Reblog name: willthecleric
Title: Byler Fight vs Mileven breakup
Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/625200888596873216/byler-fight-vs-mileven-breakup" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote>
<p>I already pointed this stuff out, in my youtube vid- <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/187275257793/s3-byler-mileven-parallels-compilation-vid">mileven vs byler parallels </a></p>
<p>But for those who haven’t watched it- i’ll mention it here. I just find it funny. Cause, the parallels between the fight &amp; breakup show Mike loves Will (not El) and  Will loves Mike and El doesn’t (mileven’s ‘love’ is  just empty words- actions speak louder).</p>
<figure data-orig-width="535" data-orig-height="472" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1f75178ce8d3ac0bb5f85523d50986dd/dd574444aafd4f92-c8/s540x810/3f4b6b2a3446aea3b77bb3445b9542070ee259cc.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="535" data-orig-height="472"/></figure><p>Mike has drastically different expressions after their fights and the difference in weather and music selection ,convey how Mike is feeling. He looks regretful with Will, and almost annoyed with El dumping him.  Mileven breaks up to upbeat music on a sunny day (the break up being in front a crowd and a joke) vs the morose music and the storm shown (with just Mike and Will fighting ). We are supposed to take the byler fight seriously and the mileven one as a joke.</p>
<h2>*pics- El oggling a new guy after dumping Mike vs Will crying over a pic of Mike.<br/></h2>
<figure data-orig-width="787" data-orig-height="501" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f92a17f3b2e6ad747cf9f2daa612dda8/dd574444aafd4f92-ce/s540x810/52571b06c17a3f91d823de75d0622bff7419459d.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="787" data-orig-height="501"/></figure><h2>*comics- El happily reading comics as Max says she shouldn’t hang with Mike all the time vs Will upset and throwing his comic on the floor<br/></h2>
<figure data-orig-width="736" data-orig-height="491" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/34e7027a8ad4cbcf84e5389ea641b261/dd574444aafd4f92-c8/s540x810/2ced6ffb7485bba7368c5cf00085367da823e7d8.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="736" data-orig-height="491"/></figure><h2>* El saying she doesn’t know if Mike is a good kisser (after 6 months) cause he’s just her ‘first boyfriend’ and has no one to compare to vs Will saying he didn’t want a gf but to be with Mike for the rest of his life.</h2>
<figure data-orig-width="373" data-orig-height="463" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c08dad941de3b40ba74552e0c47aef54/dd574444aafd4f92-0d/s540x810/3a76faa5e21e78c14256a4f0bf08b2b00764bc3f.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="373" data-orig-height="463"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="386" data-orig-height="469" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d2d6ab00f6a71a5aadd8cd907c2b075c/dd574444aafd4f92-be/s540x810/51131816c8365b2d9b6029393d2c181acb22e443.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="386" data-orig-height="469"/></figure><h2><br/></h2>
<figure data-orig-width="730" data-orig-height="266" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e7fc6d8c26b9ddacae92c737de04a1d0/dd574444aafd4f92-e5/s540x810/5320336047842de07c390530c9d83b3e21272645.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="730" data-orig-height="266"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="506" data-orig-height="669" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ecf54b450920d5b5be94175dfbf3f209/dd574444aafd4f92-35/s540x810/74af796bb3e13d46a58c1e856a2ae7138f26deb7.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="506" data-orig-height="669"/></figure><h2>Mike immediately  apologizing to Will 2x, and  running out in the rain to do so vs blaming El ,waiting for her to call him and apologize. And burping and laughing about cheese(+  never apologizing for lying to her).</h2>
<figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="617" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7b5440869ff7986456f94b46262cc85c/dd574444aafd4f92-e8/s540x810/243a6a31e16245d190209add99d4868ba8e6aa42.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="617"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="412" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2fcc5e0b163627bafcdfe56b2faec33c/dd574444aafd4f92-2b/s540x810/a6736c38caaee36609d549d97b761de997ab604d.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="412"/></figure><p>Sorry, but mileven is not endgame they show that in s3 constantly. And always parallel mileven to byler and mileven always looses. “it makes you crazy vs crazy together”, shed scenes of “best thing i’ve ever done” vs “most important thing”,  el spying and mike not being happy about it vs Mike praising Will for being a ‘super spy’ , “they’re not in love they’re not even from the same planet” vs Will saying to Mike “welcome to my world”, El having a pic of Mike frowning in her room while Will has pics of Mike smiling, El having mike stuff in her room but Mike only has 6 Will drawings on his wall (and nothing relating to El), both calling for Mike in the upside down and Mike only coming for Will, Mike assuming El died  and telling Max the demogorgan “took her just like it did bob” vs Mike seeing Will’s body and then convincing everyone he’s alive. Then all of s3 they parallel mileven to stancy &amp; stobin (and in s1-2 to  karen/ted along with other dead ships). <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/620291521094254592/okay-so-you-say-jonathannancy-is-not-endgame-but">Mentioned that in detail here.</a> Also, all the <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/625003962920321024/im-losing-hope-of-byler-being-an-endgame">mileven burns here</a><br/></p>
<h2>But seriously, can they get any more clear with this stuff…</h2>
<figure data-orig-width="443" data-orig-height="1050" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fd48e88f44b4498f5439a9200e460151/dd574444aafd4f92-4b/s540x810/9cf2077c51d42e92b956fae820690b62bf70afdd.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="443" data-orig-height="1050"/></figure><p>(<a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/186682301443/jackdanielswithrice-you-know-they-do-say-it">x</a>)(<a href="https://argylemikewheeler.tumblr.com/post/187925935238/bylerly-will-el-parallels-2x03-3x03">x</a>)</p>
<p>When Mike tries to confess his “love” to El , he says “Well , they do say it makes you crazy”… much to El’s confusion as  she says “what makes you crazy”? But when Mike asks Will, “We’ll go crazy together, right? Will immediately responds back “yeah, crazy together.El’s new catchphrase in s2 was “not stupid”. She even says this line right before going to visit Mike at the school. And in s3 during the byler fight, Mike says “El’s not stupid.”  As opposed to Will who right after this, runs to castle byers, looks at the Halloween pic where they both said they’d go ‘crazy together’, and cries and calls himself “stupid” (4x). El even says at the mall “there’s more to life than stupid boys.” Just like the other parallels- the show says El is neither stupid nor crazy for Mike, meaning she DOES NOT (romantically) LOVE MIKE! The only one who is “crazy” and “stupid” for Mike is Will. Therefore, Will is the only one in love with Mike!</p>
<p>And out of all the memories in Castle Byers it’s the Ghostbusters photo from Halloween that causes Will to pick up the bat and start destroying everything. That was the night that Mike agreed to go “crazy together” with him. He tears it in ½ right in the center where Mike and Will are- and calls himself stupid. The “crazy together” scene, that Mike initiated in s2 was always meant to be romantic. Not only because of Will’s reaction to the photo in s3, but because Mike in s3 says “They do say it makes you crazy…blank makes you crazy.”  Which is exactly what happens to Will, as he has his breakdown (UNLIKE EL).</p>
<p>Castle byers was built on a rainy night , the same day Will’s dad left. And lonnie called him a “queer” and a “f*g” and forced him to do “normal things” like baseball to have him ‘be more of a man’. And then on a rainy night, after Mike says “It’s not my fault you don’t like girls”… what does Will destroy castle byers with? A baseball bat! The fact Will has a baseball bat (despite in s1 saying he does not like baseball) in Castle Byers, surrounded by things he loves: drawings, d&amp;d, art supplies, a microscope, comics- just shows what an impact Lonnie’s problematic conditioning and abandonment had on him. He used a baseball bat to destroy something he loves -castle Byers, and symbolically he was trying to reject his feelings for Mike using Lonnie’s old tactics of fixing him. Like Jon said about baseball “he’s trying to have you like normal things but you shouldn’t like things cause people tell you you’re supposed to.”</p>
<p><b>JUST HAD TO POST THIS- Because , I get comments from mileven shippers saying s3 proves how they’re so in love/happiest together . And how they were both ‘so heart broken over the breakup’</b> - and I feel like i’m watching a different show. They’re confusing fanon with reality. And refuse to see the truth. Like bro… El high-fives Max and has a dance party &amp; Mike says sexist shit about El,  laughs about nacho-cheese-burps &amp; Lucas’s farts. And neither apologized for lying /stalking one another. They’re not ‘soul mates’, not even close.  Mileven is a joke to the writers and people refuse to see that XD</p>
</blockquote>
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Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/625003675827503104/yikes-lol-a-number-of-them-also-seem-to-think">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://snsbyler.tumblr.com/post/625001851258126336/they-really-dont-actually-some-of-them-dont">snsbyler</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/625001050378780672/most-milevens-dont-seem-to-even-understand-what">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://snsbyler.tumblr.com/post/624918614545498112/its-kinda-sad-of-how-shallow-some-mlevens">snsbyler</a>:</p><blockquote><p>it&rsquo;s kinda sad how shallow some m*leven&rsquo;s vision of the show is :/ imagine being so unidimensional like that lol</p><p>gladly, bylers can&rsquo;t relate ^^ </p></blockquote><p>Most Milevens don’t seem to even understand what parallels are. 😂😂 Also lol I think a lot of them refuse to look at anything in depth because they know that doing so makes Mileven look REALLY bad. Why they get so pissed with people like kaypeace.</p></blockquote><p>they really don&rsquo;t. actually, some of them don&rsquo;t understand basic concepts of LIFE, I guess: yesterday, i was talking with one and she SWORE TO ME that those &ldquo;love confession&rdquo; scenes in s3 were enough when I said mileven have no dialogue in their relationship. I wonder how these people real life relationships are lmao</p></blockquote><p>Yikes lol. A number of them also seem to think that them kissing 24/7 is enough evidence they are in love. As if people only kiss when they are in love. I even had a Mileven call me delusional once and try to come at me with the fact that Mileven kissed and Byler hasn’t. 😂 </p></blockquote>
<p>It’s not like getting into relationships with someone you don’t love runs in the family or anything. I mean, Karen isn’t at all worried about her kids making the same mistakes she did.</p>
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Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/624890379383226368">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I get worried sometimes about this becoming one of those 2+ year pandemics, and the Stranger Things cast and crew never being able to return to filming. 😭 (Please wear your masks.)</p><p>I know that relative to issues like health and safety and the economy and evictions this is very low priority. But art gives life meaning. Stranger Things is art.</p><p>Someone reassure me that they&rsquo;d never cancel such an amazing show even if they need to return years later and finish the story at Hawkins Community College. Somebody lie to me please.</p></blockquote>
<p>I know TV shows may seem like a low priority, but productions are still a huge business. A lot of people are financially dependent on TV, movies, theater, etc., so it is important to get these people back to work as soon as safely possible. This isn’t the sort of job that can really be done remotely. My job is tough to do remotely, but I can still do it. These people are basically out of luck, and it’s not just the stars. Camera operators, editors, writers, assistants, craft services, they’re all sitting around waiting for some good news.</p><p>It’s not bad to want the entertainment industry to get going again. Like you said, art is important. One can’t help but see an irony in how we lose entertainment at a time we need it more than ever. Fortunately, there have been some promising vaccine studies recently. These prospective vaccines are being fast tracked through the approval process (meaning they basically get priority, it’s not that safety protocols are ignored). It may still be a good while, but there is hope on the horizon. </p>
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<h1>About Byler and the fetishization</h1>
<p>Saying Byler shouldn’t be canon because people would fetishize it is like saying gay guys shouldn’t be gay because there would be straight girls who only want them to be their gay best friend or telling lesbians they shouldn’t be lesbians because straight guys would sexualize them. It might even imply that no matter your sexuality, you should keep it to yourself and stay in the closet to avoid the bad consequences.</p>
<p>The flaw in those arguments is that<b><i> not everyone</i></b> is like that. The small portion of the bad doesn’t stop something from happening nor is it an valid reason to argue with something that is absolutely real and trust me, kaypeace21 has that part covered. Byler just has so many clues and hints, even about Mike somewhat returning the feelings.</p>
<p>Sure, the problem could be entirely avoided but letting go of it because of the cons means also having to let go of the pros of Byler being endgame. Avoiding representing LBGT people just because of the fetishization doesn’t solve anything. Stop pretending like you’re just trying to protect the community when you’re just blatantly being homophobic.</p>
<p>If you don’t agree with ships, just respect the shippers and don’t be toxic. It’s that simple. It doesn’t make you homophobic to not like a gay ship but it does make you homophobic to argue with the gay aspect/component of it when it’s completely healthy and not toxic/abusive, like Byler. It has no reason to not be a valid ship yet people still dislike it because it’s between two boys.</p>
<p>Everyone dislikes Bylers for “fetishizing the friendship between two boys and calling it a romance” while Elmax shippers can ship two girls after they get along for one day as they bond about how “stupid” their boyfriends are and yet no one says they’re sexualizing young girls.</p>
<p>1. If there’s the epic platonic boy best friends duo in the show, it’s Mike and Lucas. Will definitely goes beyond the best friend line for Mike himself. Mike said it himself that Lucas is his best friend and we all know Mike cares for Will in a really overprotective way, especially in s2 so that means Will means a lot more than a best friend to Mike. So, if you want a platonic boys friendship to stan, please do stan Wheelclair.</p>
<p>2. Byler has been built up in s1 in a very questionable way for just two boys and Elmax got along for a few days but Byler is the “crack ship that came out of nowhere”? No offense but you would sound really stupid saying that.</p>
<p>Homophobia and fetishization don’t stop gay people from existing. Like that, homophobia and fetishization don’t stop shows from having LGBT representation. If we keep refusing to make gay couples canon because of the negative response from the audience, there won’t be any gay couple at all and the community would be left ignored and the cycle continues. The audience’s perception of the show doesn’t stop it from taking a reasonable and logical turn. </p>
<p>Some people (like fujoshis) just have problems and they shouldn’t be the reason the main couple of the show couldn’t be gay.</p>
</blockquote>
<p>I think Harringrove has well established that certain fans with fetishize gay relationships regardless of canon status. The Duffers aren’t going to let something like that stop them from telling the story they’ve been building. We’ve seen the evidence. At this point the only surprising thing would be if Mike and Will didn’t end up together.</p><p>It’s actually disheartening that when a real gay love story gets built most fans can’t even see it happening. I think it’s a product of the fetishization of gay people, really. The fans who do this only support gay relationships for their own purposes, not those in the relationships. It’s like the stereotypical gay best friend that women seem to enjoy having. Sometimes the gay person is treated more like a novelty than a person. The second that a gay relationship would interfere with the “preferred” relationship you start to see fans’ true colors.</p><p>I think, when all is said and done, that the Duffers will have done justice to LGBT people in how they depict this. Byler won’t have been a gimmick or hook. It will have been built, slowly and genuinely, to be a deep, loving relationship. Just as it worked in real life in the 80s (and even still today, a couple of gay teens are realizing they’re in love, and, when it’s revealed, the only people who will be surprised will be those who don’t really consider gay relationships to be on the same level as straight ones.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/623717830583631872">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><h2>How not to talk about queer relationships: part 1</h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="420" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/41c04f10f29c92519466ffc8464dba44/beca21c1d2ccb1a5-52/s640x960/abfbf061e5faf0101c868f6ee671d9f1614c040d.jpg" data-orig-height="420" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>It is unfortunate that some fans will focus their attention on people that hyper-sexualize the relationship between Mike and Will instead of noticing the many, many queer fans that hope and dream of seeing a realistic, affectionate, wholesome and loving queer ship develop between two young teens figuring out their feelings as they grow up in a conservative small town.</p><p>I find it unfortunate that this person and many other fans are preoccupied with the idea that having a canon queer ship should be avoided because some folk might fetishize it. But the deep irony of this logic is that if we had more wholesome representation in the media and more well-written and nuanced relationships between queer characters (like Byler!), this <i>wrongful</i> perception of queer relationships would improve overtime in our society, and people would eventually not fetishize queer couples as much as they do.</p><p>A common reason that things are fetishized is because they are seen as taboo or unusual. In an ideal world queer people would be perceived as neither taboo nor unusual. </p><p>Queer folk, real and fictional, are not fetishes. We are people with feelings and lives and yes we also have desires too. Queer folk fall in love and experience feelings just like straight folk do. And the queer community, and queer ships, should not be treated like something dirty or problematic that &ldquo;shouldn&rsquo;t be canon&rdquo; just because some people choose to hypersexualize them. Queer folk have the right to exist in fiction and in the real world without being treated like something lesser. Our love is just as beautiful as love between straight couples. </p><p>I recognize that the person who wrote this might not have meant to be prejudiced. They might even be lgbtqa themselves! They might have truly thought &ldquo;I hate how people fetishize queer relationships&rdquo; and then came to the conclusion that this means we need fewer queer relationships in the media. (Yea, I know: it doesn&rsquo;t actually make sense. Maybe they weren&rsquo;t thinking. But I want to give them the benefit of the doubt and label this as &ldquo;accidental homophobia.&rdquo;) </p><p>But, as I&rsquo;ve pointed out: this logic is inherently flawed. We need <i>more</i> queer representation if we want to fix this problem, not less.</p><p>I think it&rsquo;s a bit unfortunate, and a product of society&rsquo;s unhealthy fetishization of gay men as being hypersexual and threatening, that the most popular homosexual ship in the fandom is Harringrove rather than Byler, especially considering all of the narrative hints that Mike and Will have feelings for one another. <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> has a great write-up on this issue <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623104470799269888/could-you-do-an-analysis-on-billy-and-steves">here</a> that I strongly agree with.</p><p>The gentle, protective, and affectionate dynamic between Mike and Will in Stranger Things is incredibly beautiful and I think it has so much potential to be a well-developed, realistically portrayed queer relationship in the series. While I understand that it might not happen, I think it would be a severely missed opportunity if it doesn&rsquo;t, and I firmly believe that all of the subtle groundwork in the story is already there and that the writers intend to follow through with it. </p><p>Just because some fans can&rsquo;t &ldquo;see it&rdquo; doesn&rsquo;t mean it&rsquo;s not there. And quite honestly: some folk need to stop ignoring queer fans that are telling them &ldquo;this is how we flirt when in the closet and when we aren&rsquo;t sure if someone is interested in us.&rdquo; Trust me: we know what we are talking about. We live this reality. Please consider the possibility that queer fans might understand narrative queer-coding a little better than straight fans, and that we might pick up on these subtleties with ease because we have had to navigate them our entire lives. The number of people that still insist that Will is straight still boggles my mind. But I&rsquo;m also used to people making that assumption in the real world, too. The same way that people dismiss the possibility of queer couples in the media, they dismiss them in the real world too. We are constantly having to be loud and proud because if we aren&rsquo;t, our rights and our experiences and our feelings are ignored because people either assume we don&rsquo;t really exist, or that we are rare and unlikely to exist in their social groups, or that we are lesser and a perversion and not equally worthy of representation and consideration and love. </p><p>These assumptions are destructive and wrong.</p></blockquote>
<p>This is right up there with saying that Mike and Will being in a relationship would be pandering. It’s insulting. It not only suggests that there’s something unrealistic about an LGBT relationship, but also that writers wouldn’t work towards including one without some sort of ulterior motive. </p><p>Ultimately, the only way to combat this kind of thinking is to treat LGBT characters and relationships as honestly as possible. Show the world that we are real. Include the hardships, but also show that happy endings are possible, if difficult. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/622992832156876800">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>&ldquo;It&rsquo;s bullsh*t!&rdquo;</h1><p>I&rsquo;ve been pondering the Flayed eating toxic substances in Stranger Things 3, combined with the noteworthy increase of &ldquo;junk food&rdquo; in the characters&rsquo; diets as portrayed on-screen as the seasons progress.</p><p>Hopper enjoys a lot of chips and junk food in season 3, and it&rsquo;s highlighted on sceen immediately in episode 1. We see Mike consuming junk food messily while laying on the couch complaining about how he doesn&rsquo;t understand El. Then we have Lucas&rsquo;s &ldquo;New Coke&rdquo; scene.</p><p>I am curious if the writers intended to tie the consumption of &ldquo;junk that is unhealthy and has chemicals&rdquo; to the concept of junk media&rsquo;s influence as well, and if that will become a more overt theme in s4 with the new Video Store.</p><p>Arguably, the writers have already established that the media is directly influencing the character&rsquo;s thoughts and feelings about their relationships. (Re: <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> &rsquo;s observations in <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/622596893065838592/okay-so-you-say-jonathannancy-is-not-endgame-but">this</a> post and many other thoughtful posts that she has written. What the characters are watching on tv is inherently intentional, the question is: to what end?)</p><p>We know that El&rsquo;s understanding of culture and society outside of the lab is learned mostly from distanced observation, and she watches a lot of television. She has known incredibly few things about society until recently because she was an abused and exploited prisoner at the lab for most of her life, and many things that she learns will undoubtedly be from television.</p><p>Will the themes of ingesting chemicals, eating junk food, and consuming media (and its impact on the characters) kick into higher gear in season 4? Or was that the focus of season 3, and season 4 will reveal more of the consequences of these &ldquo;chemical leaks&rdquo; ?</p><p>El enjoying Eggos has been a cute character trait since season 1, but I wonder if her enjoyment of a stack of Eggos covered in whipped cream and candies while sitting at dinner with Hopper (in season 2) is going to prove more symbolically insidious by the end of the series.</p><p>Many fans have pointed out that a recurring theme in Stranger Things is how what society tells you is best isn&rsquo;t always actually that great. Nancy and Jonathan discussing their unhappy parents (how Joyce and Lonnie &ldquo;must have loved each other at some point, but&hellip;&rdquo; and how Ted and Karen thought they wanted the stereotypical, picture-perfect family but are miserable) is my favorite example of this, but there are dozens of other examples throughout the series. </p><p>I think the themes of consuming cheap romance novels, soap operas, bags upon bags of chips, microwave meals (washed down with a glass of wine), New Coke, and even cleaning chemicals (and fertilizers!) ties back into the theme of societal overconsumption of unhealthy things (or ideas) that the media and society tries to sell to you as something that will make you truly happy. </p><p>As a jaded American myself, I find it particularly fitting that this critique of the consumption of trash is being made during the 4th of July festivities in the series. Ah, yes. Let us celebrate what truly makes America Great: New Coke. Flashy, pre-packaged, mass-marketed food and ideas that you <i>need</i> to have in your life. And if you don&rsquo;t,  you&rsquo;re unAmerican! It&rsquo;s the appearance that counts, not the true value and substance, right? The Mayor literally tells Hopper that the Hawkins community will forget about the police arresting protestors after they see the spectacular 4th of July festivities that he has planned. Nevermind the rot and the rust, just slap a new coat of paint on things and pretend everything is Great!</p><p>I&rsquo;m curious to see if there is a thematic purpose in the Flayed devouring toxic things that extends beyond season 3. It felt kind-of inconsequential and like a comedically bad, cliché horror movie trope when it was first introduced to me in the season. I kind-of eyerolled. (&ldquo;Aaa! The toothy blob-monster feeds on chemicals and poop!&rdquo;) But the more I think about it, the more I suspect it&rsquo;s intended as not only a campy horror movie trope but also as a deeper analogy to other kinds of toxic things that people gobble up that don&rsquo;t enrich their lives: like toxic ideas.</p><p>And this is why I personally think season 3 was incredibly calculated, and not badly written as some fans suggest. I believe that season 3, and the characters, were very much intended to feel cheap and shallow at certain points. Characters seemed out of character because they were <i>written</i> to be that way. The prioritization of superficiality and appearances rather than sincerity and depth of understanding and honesty. Characters were actively trying to look a certain way, or fit a certain role, repeatedly miscommunicating, often lying to people they claim care about, and often expecting each other to conform to societal clichés in spite of already openly discussing and contradicting them (re: Hopper&rsquo;s outrage at Joyce for standing him up at their verbally agreed upon definitely-not-a-date dinner.) </p><p>Robin keeps a tally of how many times Steve &ldquo;sucks&rdquo; as he attempts to flirt with girls visiting the ice cream shop by lying to them and putting on an act, and when Robin suggests he be himself and be honest Steve laughs and shoots that idea down immediately. (Be yourself? Be honest? Why would that work?) Thankfully by the end of the season Steve recognizes how much bullsh*t he believed in that was holding him back from being happy. But I don&rsquo;t think all of the characters have reached that point yet in the series.</p><p>Season 3 was a candy-coated mess that had deeper, darker issues lurking just beneath the surface. And that was done on many different levels, both literal and symbolic. Something is not ok in Hawkins, and the Flayed aren&rsquo;t the only ones that are devouring toxic things.</p><p>I look forward to enjoying a much-needed respite in future seasons if and when the characters start to communicate better with those they love, sort-out what truly matters to them with <i>real</i> heart-to-hearts, and choose to live their lives authentically and with sincerity in spite of the toxic and superficial trash that society and the media throws at them.</p><p>I could be wrong, but I think there were a lot of parts of season 3 that we as fans are set up to ultimately question, and that will be revealed in future seasons to have been &ldquo;bullsh*t.&rdquo;</p></blockquote>
Tags: 

Post id: 623573274251739136
Date: 2020-07-14 00:16:56 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/623573274251739136
Slug: with-will-gone-mikes-heart-just-isnt-in
Reblog key: O9YaKpe1
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/623260494409728000">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>No, you are not inherently being homophobic if you do not like [insert a character or a ship here.]</p><p>No, you are not inherently being racist if you do not like [insert a character or a ship here.]</p><p>However.</p><p>The way that many fans contextualize their opposition and criticism of certain characters and ships is very often prejudiced. Very often racist. Very often homophobic.</p><p>And it is so important to recognize when people are expressing prejudice in the way that they talk about things.</p><p>I think it&rsquo;s important to discuss how prejudice impacts fandom environments and perpetuates bigoted ideas that are genuinely harmful to real people.</p><p>A lot of fandom scuffles will seem harmless. A lot of homophobic and racist statements might seem indirect, or balance in an odd &ldquo;is this racist?&rdquo; or &ldquo;is this homophobic?&rdquo; ideological place to some people, and it makes criticizing racism and homophobia more challenging because you might know that something that was said is prejudiced but not know how to articulate why. But the overall effect of many voices expressing the same unfair biases creates an uncomfortably prejudiced fandom environment. And sometimes a statement that seems innocent is truly not, and is very clearly prejudiced even if the statement sounds casual and like it&rsquo;s not a big deal.</p><p>Please consider how you frame your dislike for certain characters and ships, reflect on why you feel the way you do, and consider the impact of your words when discussing them.</p><p>I&rsquo;m considering doing a longer post about common prejudiced statements I&rsquo;ve seen crop up in fandom discussions, but for now I just want to remind fans that even if you don&rsquo;t think your opposition to a particular character or ship is racist or homophobic, the unfortunate reality (since prejudice exists) is that many of your fellow fans are racist and homophobic in the way they oppose certain characters and ships. And yes: lgbtqa+ folk and POC in the fandom will pick up on thinly veiled (and sometimes even overt) prejudice that is rooted in homophobia, transphobia, or racism&hellip;  and it hurts. Even if these are fictional characters, they represent our lived experiences and identities. Our real struggles in our lives are often reflected back at us in the struggles of these characters, and the way that fans talk about these characters.</p><p>It is rare that a fan will outright say &ldquo;I hate gay people&rdquo; or &ldquo;I hate Black people.&rdquo; Racism and homophobia are <i>subtle</i>. The prejudice is revealed in the way in which the behaviors of Black characters will be more heavily criticized than the behavior of white characters, often for doing the exact same things. The prejudice is revealed in the way a queer ship will be met with accusations of over-sexualization, and queer fans will be told &ldquo;they&rsquo;re just kids!&rdquo; They are young teens in Middle School that are the same age as the boy and girl that danced at the Snow Ball together, and nobody labeled fans&rsquo; appreciation of the romantic dynamic between the boy and the girl as inappropriate. 👀</p><p>I might do a more in-depth post discussing the varieties of casual racism and homophobia that I&rsquo;ve seen in the Stranger Things fandom at some point. But for now, please keep in mind that telling people that &ldquo;not all fans are racist&rdquo; or &ldquo;not all fans are homophobic&rdquo; is very similar to the &ldquo;not all men&rdquo; objection that became a viral online discussion about sexual assault. Yes! We know. We know that not all fans are prejudiced in their criticisms. That&rsquo;s not the point. Saying &ldquo;it&rsquo;s not racist to not like [this character or ship]&rdquo; or &ldquo;it&rsquo;s not homophobic to not like [this character or ship]&rdquo; often sounds like a dismissal of the prejudice that many fans in the community have experienced and are trying to talk about and bring awareness to. Yes, we know: &ldquo;not all fans.&rdquo; But that is not the point. Because there <i>are</i> bigoted fans. Many of them. There are still many, many fans who (whether they are aware of it or not) are expressing their dislike for certain characters and ships in a very prejudiced way.</p><p>Racism and homophobia do exist in the Stranger Things fandom, and in all fandoms, because they exist in our society. And prejudice will influence the way that fans perceive of certain moments in the series, and how they read and discuss the behaviors of the characters.</p><p>Is Lucas an underappreciated and unfairly criticized character within the fandom because he&rsquo;s Black and people are racist? Is Byler an under-recognized ship within the fandom because it&rsquo;s a ship between two teenage boys and people are homophobic and heteronormative? Yes, and yes. Yes to both. <i>Absolutely</i>. Because racism and homophobia are real and actively present in the very fabric of how people interact with everything in our society, <i>including</i> fandoms.</p><p>It&rsquo;s important to think about these issues, and be aware of the way fans talk about characters and about ships.</p><p>Not all fans&hellip; but many, many fans, are actively racist and homophobic in the way they engage with the series and the fandom. </p></blockquote>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/623275600719806464">strangertheory</a>:</p><blockquote><p>Fans: Aaa they must be queerbaiting because these two characters haven&rsquo;t gotten together yet in spite of all the romantic tension.</p><p>Me: Uh, maybe we&rsquo;re getting a beautiful slow-burn romance that is developed across multiple seasons like straight characters in stories always get?</p><p>Fans: Ha! Right. Having a well-developed romance with foreshadowing and slow-burn and romantic tension? Writers only do that with straight couples. Queer couples almost never get a beautifully developed, complex romance like that in popular media.</p><p>Me: You aren&rsquo;t wrong&hellip; 😭 but I still truly think that it&rsquo;s actually happening this time. I trust the writers. 🥺</p></blockquote>
<p>There&rsquo;s no question that a relationship built over several seasons would be better and more realistic. I fully agree that the show runners have carefully left breadcrumbs for fans to follow. I just can&rsquo;t be as optimistic about this. The skepticism I carry around had been built over several years.</p><p>The good news is that recent years have chipped away at it a bit. Netflix seems perfectly ok with gay relationships on their platform. GLOW addresses gay issues in the 80s while also having the characters support their gay friends. She-ra had a gay couple center stage (I hope Mike and Will aren&rsquo;t that big of a slow burn though). </p><p>I don&rsquo;t have your level of optimism, but I am hoping you&rsquo;re right.</p>
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Body: <p>I have no idea how I managed to get 600 people to care about what I post. When I started this, I was just looking for an outlet for my thoughts on Stranger Things. I never expected people to really read my posts. Thank you all so much.</p><p>In honor of this milestone, I want to open things up a bit. So feel free to send Asks about basically anything. It can be about other fandoms, about me personally, real life situations, politics, or really anything you can think of.  You can send me requests for Favorite &lt;blank&gt;, This or That, True/False, etc.</p><p>Make it as serious or fun as you want it to be. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/623098782132862977/mike-realized-his-feelings-for-will-are-love-at">willthecleric</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/sarkastiksunglasses-deactivated/616977425638817792">sarkastiksunglasses-deactivated</a>:</p><blockquote><p>When Lucas said you are blinded because a girl isn&rsquo;t grossed out by you, wake the hell up. I SCREAMED. </p><p>YES MIKE WAKE UP! YOU LOVE WILL. lol you love Will Byers not a BEAUTIFUL girl (in my opinion) who you met in barely a week. </p><p>But seriously I want Eleven and Mike to be best gay buddies. 😤 not this wishy washy half assed love bullshit. I mean they was cute until season 3 I basically gave up on them. Season 3 turned me to this 😁 to this 😰 with &ldquo;Mileven&rdquo; not gonna lie. </p><p>Anyway I&rsquo;M JUST STATING FACTS.</p></blockquote><p>Mike realized his feelings for Will are love at the very end of S3. It was what his breakdown was about. Realizing he really IS gay and in love with Will and not a phase like he told himself. He knew deep down it was true, but was in denial.</p><p>Trust me, S4 Mike 100% knows how he feels about Will. 😀 Granted he will still be scared to act on his feelings given the homophobia of the 80s and fact that he lives in small town USA. And he also thinks Will is straight and would be disgusted by his feelings. But still, progress and he’s done using El as a beard. We are definitely going to have some more issues with Byler, but a HUGE pay off.</p></blockquote>
<p>I definitely feel that the ending of Season 3 indicated that Mike had some kind of realization. I think things will have to be a bit messy next season though. As painful as it is, I don’t want them to gloss over the implications of being gay in the 80s. It may take a lot just for Mike to even come to terms with that, let alone try to act on it. Robin would seem to be the one who would help him through that, but I think the bigger deal for him would be what other people would think about him. I think that’s where Steve will come in.</p><p>It was a really big deal when Steve went from being stunned by Robin’s confession to jokingly insulting her taste in girls. This guy, who used to be the “King of Hawkins High”, is totally ok with his bestie being gay. That’s the sort of acceptance that Mike will be needing. </p><p>I just want this to be treated appropriately instead of for laughs. In all reality, even after Mike comes to terms with it all, he would probably be reluctant to act. He’d probably refuse to put any value in the taunts of Will’s bullies by entertaining the idea that Will is gay. The blind idiot probably thinks Will enjoyed dancing with that girl at the Snowball. </p>
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Body: <p>While taking a walk today, I got to thinking about how romantic relationships are handled on TV and in movies. It generally comes down to the basic formula of the male and female leads getting romantically linked, regardless of any actual romantic building. We just expect a man and a woman who meet to have some degree of romantic attraction to each other. We see it all the time in real life. How many of you have had friends or relatives who see boy and girl toddlers interacting and begin to say things like “He’ll be a real heartbreaker.” or “Oh, I hear wedding bells.” I imagine many of us who oppose the idea of heteronormativity have fallen into this behavior as well.</p><p>We simply have been conditioned to expect boys and girls to pair off. Joyce and Hopper had a fan following for their relationship as early as season 1, despite there not being much to go on until season 2. We knew they were familiar with each other, but there wasn’t really much in the way of romantic undertones. Still, fans started to pair them together. Mike and El’s fan base acted like they were the best couple in the history of fiction, even though they were 12 and only knew each other for a week. There were even people who shipped Will with Jennifer Hayes. Why? Because she cried at his funeral. That’s it. That’s all they needed.</p><p>Strong relationships between same-sex pairs end up being written off as mere friendship and/or adoration. Even worse, terrible same-sex relationships take off as popular pairings. Look at Steve and Billy. There’s no reason for those two to be romantically linked, but it’s one of the most popular pairs in the fandom. It reeks of a horrible concept of homosexuality, one characterized by animalistic attraction and a lack of genuine affection. This all harkens back to old ideas of gay people: that they are sexual deviants, immoral, primal. There’s still this idea in even progressive culture that sees the heterosexual couple as the ideal, and the homosexual couple as inferior. The better among those who think this way at least understand it is not a good mindset to have, but it still leaks, subconsciously or not, its way into popular culture.</p><p>Had Will been a girl, there’s no question as to whether his relationship with Mike would be seen as romantic. There’d be a full-fledged ship war going on. We’d have Team Will vs Team El. I realize that I have my own biases in this, but I didn’t start seeing Mike and Will romantically because I wanted them to get together. I started wanting them to get together because I was reading that there was something going on between them. Just close your eyes and imagine these scenes with a female actor playing Will:</p><ul><li>Mike becomes intensely worried after Will disappears and goes searching for her despite the growing danger.</li><li>Mike breaks down in tears when Will’s (fake) body is pulled from the quarry. He tries to console himself by looking through the drawings she had given him.</li><li>Mike is the only one awake in the hospital waiting room, and the first to rush to Will’s side when she wakes up.</li><li>Mike dotes on Will during the entirely of Season 2. He’s constantly in tune with her emotional needs.</li><li>Will trusts Mike, and Mike alone, with what is going on with her. Mike tells her that if they’re both going crazy, then they’ll go crazy together. Will smiles and says, “yeah, crazy together.”</li><li>Mike becomes Will’s primary source of comfort throughout the season. He stays by her side, making use of a lot of physical contact. </li><li>Despite the Mindflayer eating into Will’s memory, she still remembers who Mike is. Mike smiles a bit bashfully in response.</li><li>Mike tearfully recollects meeting Will in an attempt to break through to her. Will starts off staring blankly at him, as she did with Joyce and Jonathan, but by the end of Mike’s story her eyes are glassy and her mouth is trembling.</li><li>When a boy walks up and asks Zombie Girl if she wants to dance, Will looks over at Mike briefly before going off at his urging. Mike suddenly looks stunned and then upset.</li><li>That summer, when Mike meets Will, Max, and Lucas for a movie, Mike sits with Will a row apart from Max and Lucas. He notices when Will sense the Mindflayer, asking her if she’s ok.</li><li>When Mike bails on the party to go off and make out with El, Will turns away with a sad look on her face.</li><li>In fact, everytime Mike makes a display of his feelings for El, Will looks sad.</li><li>When Mike and Will fight, and Mike asks if Will really expected things their relationship to stay the same forever, Will tearfully says she did. Mike looks sad as she bikes away from him. He chases after her in the rain to apologize.</li><li>As Will sits in Castle Byers, she looks around at pictures of her and Mike and recollects him telling a campaign. She calls herself stupid and proceeds to destroy everything.</li><li>Before she moves away, Will packs up her D&amp;D set to donate to Erica. Mike nervously asks what she’s doing, but Will reassures him that she’ll just use his set when she comes back. She tells Mike it’s not possible for her to find a new party. They smile at each other.</li></ul><p>This would be a blatant “Will they or won’t they?” situation if Will were a girl. There would be no shock that Will had feelings for Mike or that Mike had feelings for Will if it were to be revealed explicitly. Everyone would already have been waiting for it, regardless of who they wanted Mike to end up with. There would be no cries of pandering or sexualization of children. Fans wouldn’t be threatening to burn merchandise or boycott the show.</p><p>I know there’s no chance that anyone associated with the show will ever read this. I know that I probably shouldn’t get so worked up about the love lives of fictional teenagers. Still, the entire situation, and the fact that most fans insist Mike and Will are just friends, reeks of heteronormativity. It’s nothing more than a low-grade homophobia. It pisses me off. This mindset is one of the last obstacles to same-sex couples being truly accepted. Stranger Things has a real opportunity to strike a blow against it, but I worry that it won’t. The buildup is genuinely all there, we are not delusional, but will they pull the trigger on it?  I’ve grown to be pessimistic about such things. I hope I’m proven wrong.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://tea-for-one-please.tumblr.com/post/622694625521680384">tea-for-one-please</a>:</p>
<blockquote>
<h1>I&rsquo;m gonna say it</h1>
<p>I don&rsquo;t want byler to be endgame now. </p>
<p>Don&rsquo;t get me wrong, I still adore the ship, but if the writers were even considering making it so (which I doubt), they should have at least started the process in s3. </p>
<p>But they didn&rsquo;t, so with only one or two seasons left, the only way it&rsquo;ll happen is if it&rsquo;s thrown in as an afterthought.</p>
<p>Compare it with the development (or not) of m*leven: first season establishing, then they didn&rsquo;t formally become a couple until the end s2. </p>
<p>With only two seasons left and a whole circus of characters, there isn&rsquo;t time to properly develop a romantic relationship for Mike and Will. I&rsquo;d genuinely rather they didn&rsquo;t bother than throw it into an epilogue and be like &ldquo;we did the gay rights :D&rdquo;</p>
<p>On its anniversary, I say that s3 had shattered my expectations for this show and ruined any hope for these two becoming a well-rounded canon couple.</p>
</blockquote>

<p>I understand where you’re coming from. Your feelings are certainly valid. I remember feeling stung by Season 3, but looking back on it I can see that it was necessary. The road to a relationship like this in the 80s wouldn’t be easy.</p><p>Try to keep in mind that Mike and Will have been subtly built up all along. Part of this journey being Mike trying to be straight actually fits the setting pretty well. I don’t know where everything goes from here, but Season 3, as frustrating as it was, showed that Mike wasn’t as into El as he wanted everyone to think, and that he was terrified at the prospect of Will moving on from him.</p><p>One thing we all may need to do is think about how we’re measuring a “win” on this issue. Disappointment is a product of expectations, after all. If we expect Mike and Will to come together quickly in Season 4, then we’ll probably be let down. If we expect them to be the centerpiece of the show, then we may be in for a disappointment. We may well only get to see them come together towards the end. Frankly, I just want to see it occur unambiguously and fully. No room for interpretation, no attempts to placate moral guardians, no fear of the shrill screams of homophobic fans.</p>
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Title: The ST fandom is by far the most homophobic fandom I’ve ever been in.
Body: <p>There are many Stranger Things fans who are essentially acting like homophobic parents. They go through a series of stages out of fear of their son being gay. First comes denial, in that they pretend that their son does not have feelings for his friend, they’re just close. Then they push him to be with a girl he barely knows because it’s “normal” and “expected.” The relationship is awful, but they crow about how cute the two are together. Then the son gets dumped, and they go “What? No. You two are madly in love. She kissed you.” “Yeah, but I didn’t feel anything. I kept my eyes open and everything.” “No, you’re confused. She just caught you by surprise.” “I think we’re better as friends.” “NO! YOU WILL MARRY HER!”<br/></p><p><br/></p><p>Ahem, sorry. I lost my head there for a moment.</p>
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Body: <p>In fiction, especially in 80s kids movies, there is a trope called Adults are Useless. This is often played for laughs, and is sometimes used as a way to explain how kids could have crazy adventures. Back when I saw Season 1, I wasn’t sure of what to expect from Stranger Things, so I went into it assuming it would have the standard tropes. I should have realized, as soon as I saw Hopper taking the plot seriously, that this wasn’t going to be some basic 80s love letter. The Duffers were taking the tropes of the period and deconstructing them as they went about this (pleasant) surprise of a story.</p><p>Ted Wheeler would, at first glance, seem to be the standard 80s movie parent. The one that is there, but not there. Ted is completely unaware of anything going on in his kids’ lives. When he is informed of this dangerous girl that may be hanging around his son, Ted passively allows the government officials to take care of the situation. “This is the government. They’re on our side.” A passive viewer would perhaps be excused for seeing this as just another laughable, useless parent in an 80s inspired series. However, if one looks under the surface, what is found is what it would mean for a parent to be this unconcerned and uninvolved.</p><p>We don’t really know a ton about Ted. What we do know comes from other characters, as Ted is a remarkably passive man. He does not seem to have any social relationships, and his familial relationships are strained at best. His own daughter believes that he doesn’t even love his wife. She suggests that they are only together to create the ideal family unit. Ted’s interactions with his wife are indeed lacking. He isn’t cold to her, just uninterested. He appears to be a good enough provider to allow for a comfortable middle-class life for his wife and kids, but there’s no emotional connection with any of them. </p><p>Ted is simply a man going through life passively and obediently. He doesn’t rock the boat. He doesn’t question authority. One could picture him working in a cubicle in an office somewhere, just another face in an endless sea of workstations. He prefers the illusion of the perfect world to the reality that occurs all around him. He does not appear to have any strong feelings one way or the other. He is unoffensive, yet unaware. </p><p>Ted is not a bad man, but he is an extremely boring one. He doesn’t mistreat his family, and he may even make small efforts to bond with his kids as seen when Holly falls asleep with him on the La-Z-Boy. Instead, he seems to suffer from a lack of passions. Perhaps he once had interests and drives, but was forced to abandon them for one reason or another. He shies away from excitement of any kind, but even then he puts up no fights to avoid it. This is evident in his behavior when he goes to the carnival with Karen and Holly. Ted is clearly uncomfortable on the rides, but still allows Karen to lead him around. He gets no excitement or pleasure from any of this, but, as with life in general, he just goes along with it all. </p><p>Ted is a hollow man, going about his day like a mindless drone before going to sleep in preparation for more of the same. This is life for him. With his perfect nuclear family with a nice house in the cul-de-sac, he has achieved everything there is to achieve. To him, there is nothing left. It’s simply all maintenance now, at least until he retires. He has no ascertainable identity outside of being a good provider and family man. As far as he is concerned, he has achieved the American Dream, and he did it by following the rules and going with the flow.</p><p>He is totally unaware of his wife nearly having an affair. He is apparently clueless or apathetic to his kids (and their friends) having no respect for him. It’s striking, however, that he is never really shown as being happy. He’s always just there. He is in complete denial that his perfect life is an illusion. It no doubt takes a lot of mental energy for him to keep up the charade. Paying more attention to what’s going on around him risks unraveling it all.</p><p>Maybe there are hidden depths to Ted. Perhaps we will see more of him next season. It’s hinted that Hawkins may be overrun by the Upside Down. How will Ted react when everything is plainly laid out in front of him? What will he think when his perfect government is revealed to have been messing around with dark experiments, torturing kids and ripping holes into reality? </p><p>Will Mike avoid falling into this same trap? He’s been described as oblivious before, and he does show some tendencies towards doing what he’s “supposed to.” Mike’s compassionate and loyal qualities took a back seat to his efforts to have a “normal” relationship and do “normal” teen activities. It does seem like he was able to shake it by the end of the season, but it’s a reminder to us all that one generally doesn’t start out like a Ted, we turn into it slowly over time. The urge for the perfect normal can be strong. Ted failed to overcome it, and now he can’t see the stranger things (ugh, did I just do that?) going on around him.</p>
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Body: <p>I’ve found that I tend to reel myself in when discussing Mike and Will. I will argue in favor of the legitimacy of the signs and foreshadowing. I will passionate argue about the strength and closeness of their bond. I will point out how the show has gone to great lengths to depict their friendship as being unique and special compared to other relationships on the show. I’ll bring up how all of Mike’s story arcs have involved Will from the start. I’ll write a long post on how hard it would be for Will to grow up gay in a time before the internet. That last one in particular is currently my most popular post, surpassing others in likes and reblogs by far. They give people hope, or, at least, I like to think they do.</p><!-- more --><p>Then, sometimes almost immediately, I will turn around and counter myself. I’ll say how there’s alternate explanations. I’ll say that we’re seeing what we want to see. I’ll say that Stranger Things has heavily marketed the show around Mike and El, as unhealthy a relationship as it is. I’ll say that they barely ever mention anything about Mike and Will. I’ll mention how El was originally supposed to die for good in Season 1, but they decided to bring her back in an increased role. I’ll argue that it’s likely that they’re setting Will up to be gay, but that his feelings will be unrequited. This has made people sad, even mad at times. <br/><br/>How can I be so positive about this on one hand and yet so negative on the other hand? How can I be so pessimistic about something I so firmly see evidence for? It’s because that’s how I’ve been conditioned. Buckle up, you’re all about to get an insight into hawkinsschoolcounselor’s life.</p><p>I was born in 1982. For reference, this would make me about a couple years younger than Holly Wheeler. My early childhood was in the 80s, and this is what drew me to Stranger Things in the first place. I came of age in the 90s, which, despite only being a few years later, was a radically different time in some aspects, but alike in so many others. What I didn’t know yet back then was that around 1997 I would realize I’m bisexual. It was not an easy admission to make.</p><p>I’m not from a particularly religious family, but we were all raised Catholic, which included attending a Catholic elementary school through the 8th grade. My hometown wasn’t exactly a small town like Hawkins, in fact it was a suburb of a major eastern US city. Still, there was little talk of homosexuality. I really knew next to nothing of it for the longest time. There were insults and references that I barely understood, even into my early adolescence. I laughed at the Blue Oyster Bar scenes in the Police Academy movies, not realizing that gay bars were a real thing. That gay people were real people. Gay people were played for laughs, at best, in the 80s. </p><p>The 90s brought a bit of a larger perspective, both for me and the country as a whole. Cable TV and the blossoming internet resulted in a wider range of ideas being available. However, LGBT representation in the media had not really gotten better. In fact, they arguably got worse. The 90s seemed to be the decade of gay tragedy. Now gay characters seemed to be shown for something other than cheap laughs at times, but they very rarely got anything resembling a happy ending. Some more progressive shows were somewhat sympathetic to gay issues, but even then they were played for laughs to be “palatable” to a mainstream audience. Movies and TV shows often depicted gay characters committing suicide or being beaten/murdered. Gay panic was a big thing then, both in media and real life. Then came October 1998.</p><p>Matthew Shepard was a young guy, early 20s. He met a couple of other young guys while at a bar. The men offered him a ride home. Matthew Shepard never made it home. A cyclist found him bound to a fence. He didn’t survive The men were arrested for his murder, and the “gay panic” defense was used. Everything that was seen on TV was now very real. I was 16. I had maybe only acknowledged my own sexuality for about a year at this point, and very few people even knew. The fear was real. This could happen to me. </p><p>This was a time where I needed hope, but there was little to be found. For every Birdcage, there was a Philadelphia. Even then, Birdcage’s comedy often came on the back of gay stereotypes, and Armand and Albert’s relationship isn’t really depicted as healthy. The message I was receiving through my formative years was that gay people don’t get happy endings.<br/><br/>Granted, representation in the media has gotten so much better, but, at least for me, it’s too little, too late. I’m old and jaded. Years of internalized homophobia and fear have left me cynical. One of the reasons I took up counseling was to help young people get through difficult times without losing their hope like I did. I don’t enjoy being this way, but the damage is done. I am so sorry if anything I’ve posted or said in a private chat has made people feel that I want them to give up hope. Please, have the hope that I find it so difficult to hold on to. </p><p>I want so badly for Mike and Will to be happy together. It would almost seem like a personal victory, like everything that I went through would have been worth it. I can nearly feel my younger self brightening at the very thought that two boys, especially in the 80s, can find love and be happy. But that same younger self is terrified at another sad ending, or, possibly worse, another example of gay-baiting. But, please, don’t let my fear of hope, of disappointment, ruin your own hope. I do believe it’s a good thing to have a devil’s advocate, but if I’m ruining anyone’s good time then I don’t deserve to be here.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/622397081762611201">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I&rsquo;ve been trying to come up with my next post, but I&rsquo;m not sure of which direction to go in. I have a some ideas, but two involve psych theories, and I know those get wordy and technical. Do people really like those?</p><ul><li>Looking at how Stranger Things portrays relationships (love theory)</li><li>How the characters are developing their identities. (identity formation)</li><li>A look at Ted Wheeler</li></ul><p>I&rsquo;m also open to suggestions, as usual.  Let me know what you want to see. </p><p>Also, I have 570 followers? How the hell did that happen? I feel like I need to come up with something special if I hit 600. I never had a blog before this. How to people celebrate milestones?</p></blockquote>
<p>I’ll give it another day or two, but so far it looks like Ted may be the one I go on to next. I’m probably going to do all three eventually. <br/><br/>As always, feel free to leave Asks for specific characters/themes/issues you want me to address.</p>
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Body: <p>I&rsquo;ve been trying to come up with my next post, but I&rsquo;m not sure of which direction to go in. I have a some ideas, but two involve psych theories, and I know those get wordy and technical. Do people really like those?</p><ul><li>Looking at how Stranger Things portrays relationships (love theory)</li><li>How the characters are developing their identities. (identity formation)</li><li>A look at Ted Wheeler</li></ul><p>I&rsquo;m also open to suggestions, as usual.  Let me know what you want to see. </p><p>Also, I have 570 followers? How the hell did that happen? I feel like I need to come up with something special if I hit 600. I never had a blog before this. How to people celebrate milestones?</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/bylermoodz/622327331077439488">bylermoodz</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1638"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b0bc3d76662ca88b416abfa3abdd5697/112fc63750006a60-0a/s640x960/924dcff76e619a86505d394c54df46982eb0b3a3.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1638"/></figure></div><p>Uhhhh will and mike were def set up to be together like come on!!!!!!</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="922" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0186072e4cc034e4438a1332edab487f/112fc63750006a60-fb/s640x960/726328d635c5ce47d975cade2b2dc47107a5b060.jpg" data-orig-height="922" data-orig-width="750"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="935" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/991c46832bbdc366235ca2f47dc55cdd/112fc63750006a60-38/s640x960/062b04b95094b0df51d9d11ed4bb2176ea981c34.jpg" data-orig-height="935" data-orig-width="750"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="925" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/345e1e80e8c17fd77c91b15f237f6e1e/112fc63750006a60-19/s640x960/31dcaaa4eda347365344486f5f7d6e70b6670a53.jpg" data-orig-height="925" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><p>Please go follow <b><span class="npf_color_niles"><i>sadiesclifbar</i></span></b> on Twitter. I have no idea who posted the first out of the three photos on twitter but <i><span class="npf_color_niles"><b>byleriscanon</b></span></i> on insta posted all three of them.</p></blockquote>
<p>It is significant that El was originally meant to not make a return. I’ve mentioned before that the Duffers have always been resistant to networks compromising their work, but they are still free to change their own plans. In TV you are never sure if you will make it past the first run, so the Duffers planned the first season to work as a stand-alone story. </p><p>In the end, El wound up being a breakthrough character. It only made sense to bring her back into the story when work on a second season began. We don’t really know how much had to be changed to accommodate this. Many fans see it as the Eleven show, and I hope the Duffers are mature enough to stick to their convictions like they did when they were pitching the show to networks.</p><p>I hesitate to say that Mike and Will being in a romantic relationship was always the plan, but one can’t deny how they always seem to depict their relationship as special. I mean, if Will were a girl there’s no way people would deny it. And I don’t buy the excuse given in Beyond Stranger Things (after Season 2) that Mike was just doting on Will as a replacement for El. Season 1 already showed that he cared deeply for Will before he ever met her. I think that’s the most we’ve ever gotten regarding these two from any official source. The lack of official discussion of Mike and Will’s dynamic is conspicuous in and of itself. <br/><br/>It just brings me back to the eternal question: Are they stringing us along, or are they really building to something?</p>
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<blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://welt-verbessererin.tumblr.com/post/190146829801">welt-verbessererin</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>(Anonymously) tell me what character I have the same energy as</h1></blockquote>


<p>Sure , why not 😂</p></blockquote>


<p>This could be fun. </p>
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<p>Oh, this one line. It really should have cleared everything up. Those who picked up on hints at Will being written as gay saw it as a reassurance. Others saw it as a sign that Will is developmentally behind his friends and just isn’t ready for romance yet. The biggest flaw in this feud is in seeing these two as mutually exclusive options. There is no reason that Will can’t be both gay and not ready for dating. </p> <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622215663887515648/its-not-my-fault-you-dont-like-girls-how-one" class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more">Keep reading</a></p>
</blockquote>
<p>I’d like to add to this by highlighting the end of Will’s fight with Mike. Will looks heartbroken as he says, “I guess I did. I really did.” Will is admitting that his vision of life always included Mike in it. Mike looks similarly pained afterwards as Will rides off, possibly realizing just how important he is to Will (and how important Will is to him?). During his subsequent breakdown at Castle Byers, Will recollects Mike narrating a campaign as he looks around at his cherished mementos. It’s the photo of them on Halloween that ultimately breaks him. That was the night of “crazy together.” He can’t find comfort in this physical representation of his childhood now because, here in his sanctum, everything reminds him of Mike. </p><p>Will hates the idea of growing up specifically because he believes it means accepting the loss of Mike. “So stupid,” Will berates him for ever thinking he and Mike would be together forever. The farewell at the end of the season shows he will miss all of his friends, so it begs the question of what makes Mike so much more special. This relationship has been highlighted to one extent or another since Season 1. The only remaining question is whether or not Will’s feelings are requited.</p>
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Title: “It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!”: How one line sparked a pointless debate
Body: <p>Oh, this one line. It really should have cleared everything up. Those who picked up on hints at Will being written as gay saw it as a reassurance. Others saw it as a sign that Will is developmentally behind his friends and just isn’t ready for romance yet. The biggest flaw in this feud is in seeing these two as mutually exclusive options. There is no reason that Will can’t be both gay and not ready for dating. </p><!-- more --><p>On the matter of Will’s sexual orientation, there have been many hints throughout each season of Stranger Things thus far. In Season 1, Will is mentioned as having been bullied by both his father and peers for perceived homosexuality. Joyce says that Lonnie would call him “queer” or “fag”, and this is also what Troy and James would try and use to bully him at school. Troy and James using this is particularly meaningful since they just as easily, if not more easily, targeted Will for being poor or small. The writers made it a point that this was what Will gets bullied for.</p><p>His relationships with Joyce and Jonathan also support the idea that Will may be different, even if they don’t necessarily know how. The love and support that viewers get to witness from Will’s family is conspicuous should it turn out to be insignificant. Jonathan tries to reassure Will that there’s nothing wrong with being different or weird. He explicitly tells him that he doesn’t need to like something just because he is supposed to. Joyce provides unconditional love and support for Will’s “less masculine” interests. In an effort to break through Will’s possession, she recalls Will drawing a spaceship. She specifically mentions it being a “rainbow ship” and how proud she was of him. These are little things that, when considered in a vacuum, others could say people are reading too deeply into. It gets a bit harder to dismiss, however, when combined with other evidence.</p><p>Will’s relationship with Mike continues to reinforce the idea that Will may be gay. Beyond the fact that their friendship is shown as being somewhat deeper than that of the rest of the party, there are also specific moments that show that Will may see Mike as something more than a friend. At the Snowball, Will resists dancing with a girl who asks him to dance, and he looks over to Mike as he begins to stammer out a refusal. While it may not have come across as explicitly on screen, the script also mentions that while Will is dancing with the girl his eyes are fixed on Mike.</p><p>Season 3 brings some new evidence as well. Will watches his friends gain girlfriends, and it is clear he doesn’t see the appeal. His mother suggests that he will one day, to which he replies “I’m&hellip;not gonna fall in love.” It’s not a childish reaction of disgust. Instead, it comes across more like annoyance and resignation, as if he’d thought about it before and didn’t like the answer. In addition, he reacts to Mike’s relationship in a way that is unique. All three of his friends have girlfriends, but only Mike’s evokes disgust in Will. Lucas regularly banters and bickers with Max, and Dustin absolutely gushes over Suzie, but Will appears unfazed by them. The suggestion is that Will is jealous.</p><p>Will’s fight with Mike is framed as analogous to Mike’s fight and breakup with El. This is where the title quote comes from. Will accuses Mike of “ruining everything” by spending his time making out with “a stupid girl.” This prompts Mike to angrily reply that it’s not his fault Will doesn’t like girls. Will is rendered speechless despite his previous anger, and Mike immediately seems to regret it. It’s a very well-crafted scene, that somehow retains a degree of ambiguity despite the implication that Will simply “doesn’t like girls.” This and the other pieces of evidence are circumstantial in real-life, but this is a TV show, and one that is meticulously written and shot.</p><p>On the other hand, Will is also depicted as being somewhat less mature than his friends. Being portrayed by a younger actor compared to the others, Will is smaller than his peers. He also lacks much of the sass or attitude that is often seen in boys his age. Season 3 also goes to great lengths to dress him in simpler, boyish outfits compared to the more mature, style-conscious choices of the others. He has an almost fanatical desire to play D&amp;D, and is very amused by Dustin’s gadgets. These are some of the main reasons people think he just hasn’t matured to the point of wanting a girlfriend.</p><p>The problem with this approach is that it assumes eventual heterosexuality from Will. It is very possible that Will has not reached the point of wanting romantic relationships, but evidence suggests that when he does he may not be interested in girls. It may also be that his lack of a desire in romance may instead be a desire to avoid romance. </p><p>If Will is indeed a young man grappling with homosexual desires, he would no doubt be terrified. Given the time period and the bullying he’s received, this would be an undesirable outcome. Accepting these desires could lead to isolation, violence, and even death. It would be admitting that everything people have said about him was right all along. It would mean his dad would never love him. It would mean he would be better off not growing up, never falling in love. </p><p>Will didn’t need to worry about a girlfriend as a kid. It was completely acceptable for him to spend all of his time with his friends. With Mike. For Will, growing up could mean all of that changing. It could mean facing his feeling for Mike. It could mean losing Mike to a girl. It could mean no more trips to the arcade, no more movies, no more late-night D&amp;D sessions. It would mean everything changing, and it’s easy to see why Will would want nothing to change. It’s not so much that Will isn’t ready to grow up as it is he is refusing to.</p><p>Will potentially being homosexual and not wanting to grow up are not issues in opposition to each other. In fact, the former is, at least in part, the trigger for the latter. </p>
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<p>Personally, wanted to avoid mentioning this parallel for a long time -despite  mentioning mileven being paralleled to other problematic pairings (stancy, Karen/Billy &amp; Karen/ ted, siblings etc ) - you can read it <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/620291521094254592/okay-so-you-say-jonathannancy-is-not-endgame-but">here</a>.  But honestly it’s been harder to ignore this parallel- when I found out Finn (after s1) mentioned how Mike was told by the Duffers he saw El as a “puppy” . The parallels to Dart &amp; dustin and mileven were always very apparent.  <b>And if I was writing a story- I would have avoided such a parallel (cause obviously comparing a girl to a dog is wrong). </b>But, in their defense, in s3 they make it clear that the way Mike perceives and treats El is problematic and was shown as such -on purpose. You can’t respect a girl as an individual if you’re using her as a beard and someone to project Will on to- so sadly, should not be surprised.</p>
<h2>Finn mentions shortly after s1 the Duffers told him Mike thought of El as his “puppy”.</h2>
<figure data-orig-width="1367" data-orig-height="973" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/580a4a116a36081daedf7d20c499bb98/56b379adcc6b9c39-0c/s540x810/6040e89711189fa8336f5c5e4754398c16ace154.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="1367" data-orig-height="973"/></figure><p>Then in s2, we see the dart (a demo-dog) &amp; dustin compared to (s1) mileven </p>
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<figure data-orig-width="1492" data-orig-height="1913" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/74a4e6653f35717a4a8a92559dfc65ff/56b379adcc6b9c39-a9/s540x810/b4445f6352cf0f40c1271792ebbce05f41cb38cf.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="1492" data-orig-height="1913"/></figure><p>After he said  Mike thinks of her as a “puppy” and “et” , Finn also parrots the Duffers, when comparing Mileven to a  “<b>first summer love thing”</b>- <b>foreshadowing mileven’s downfall during the Summer </b>(aka s3). He repeats this “first summer love” phrase 2x.  Millie when he mentioned what the duffers said rightfully thought the puppy thing was “awful”, but Finn was clearly told mileven doesn’t last -very early on- and most likely the Duffers told him “it’s like a first summer love thing”.<b>Summer love” by definition fails-as it only lasts during the summer.</b></p>
<figure data-orig-width="1406" data-orig-height="744" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a3987a698e60801cfebafe83c20108d8/56b379adcc6b9c39-43/s540x810/f10ffd78a9b809eb5603030b730564df667707fc.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="1406" data-orig-height="744"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="145" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c1990c69780331c769b536042d42c4e1/56b379adcc6b9c39-48/s540x810/e103bac5a92c84e8b0af4d89d20dc790be21c725.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="145"/></figure><p>When asked what Finn meant by “summer love”  it’s clear he doesn’t really know what it means- so he just repeats the phrase again. Finn just told us what the Duffers said to him- about mileven not lasting after the Summer. The way Duffers describe mileven after s3 - it’s clear Finn was parroting them when he said that.  They describe mileven post s3 as Mike being “<b>still a kid</b> in this <b>idea of sort of </b>your first<b> first crush</b>.” They dismiss mileven as something -childish and temporary. like a “summer love” or “first crush”. Or as El says “my first boyfriend.” Not endgame soulmates. Frankly, them saying “idea of &amp; sort of” a crush- shows it’s not even a real crush.</p>
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<p>Ok, I gotta admit, I took one look at the title and was ready to be all “Let’s not read too much into something like this.” Then I actually read through this and went “&hellip;huh.” This makes sense. I mean, it probably shouldn’t make sense, but it does. You can’t look at those scenes side-by-side and not see a parallel. </p><p>Mike does love Eleven, nobody can deny that. It doesn’t have to mean he’s “in love” with her.<br/><br/>Dustin loved Dart. He took care of him, fed him, and hid him in an attempt to keep him safe. These are all things Mike also did for El in the first season. I would hope nobody out there would claim that Dustin was in love with Dart.<br/><br/></p>
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Body: <p>I’m quite bored, so please sends any requests you may have. I’ll take just about anything: season 4 predictions, character analyses, reactions, polite rebuttals, etc.<br/><br/>Give me things to do!</p>
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Title: Season 4: What do we know?
Body: <p>What with it being summer break during a pandemic, I am quite bored. I’ve decided to take a look at what we know about the upcoming season. <br/><br/>It turns out, we don’t really KNOW a lot. What do we know then?</p><p><b>1) There appear to be nine episodes, and the first one is (currently) titled The Hellfire Club.</b><br/><br/>This is all based on the Stranger Writers Twitter account. Nine episodes would be welcome, as last season felt a bit rushed to me. <br/><br/>As for the Hellfire Club, that’s where we can really only speculate&hellip;which I will happily do here because, again, I’m bored and starved of content.<br/><br/>The Hellfire Club was first a reference to organizations in 18th century Britain or Ireland. They seemed to be hedonistic in nature, and some possibly existed as a mockery of religion. They basically congregated to have a safe place to escape social taboo. From the information I was able to find, they seemed relatively benign. There’s no evidence they were Satanic or anything malicious, though rumors were abound of evil magic and other goings on. From my readings, I get the sense they were basically like stereotypical frat houses of today: excessive indulgences in food, drink, and sex, along with weird rituals and pledges of loyalty and secrecy.<br/><br/>I struggled to connect this to anything that could occur in Stranger Things. Hellfire Clubs as the rumors of the time saw them may fit into the supernatural aspects of the narrative, but it would be a very obscure reference. It could be a secret organization investigating things that would otherwise be frowned upon (the occult and/or supernatural). It could be a club or organization that others see as bad, like perhaps a school clique of outcasts, but it’d be quite something for an 80s kid to know the reference. To them, they’d probably more likely associate it with a comic book.<br/><br/>The Hellfire Club was also the name given to a villainous group first shown in Uncanny X-Men #129. It is ostensibly an international elite social club, but is more or less a front for an group of powerful people, including several powerful mutants, to use their wealth and power to secretly influence world events. They were introduced during the Dark Phoenix storyline, as members of that organization tried to bend the Phoenix to their will in order to make use of her power.<br/><br/>So, perhaps the Hellfire Club (likely named by one of our comic-loving boys) is made up of antagonists looking to capitalize on Brenner’s work. Brenner himself could very well be behind it all. The main issue I see here is that this would require not only revealing this to the viewers in the first episode, but also to the kids in order to allow the name.<br/><br/><b>2) Hopper is&hellip;somewhere</b><br/><br/>This is old news by now, but we know Hopper hasn’t been reduced to goo like everyone else exposed to the Russian experiment. Where he is remains a mystery, though they seem to want us to think Russia and that he is the American mentioned by the guards. It’s not outside the realm of possibility that he could have slipped through the gate (intentionally or not) and ended up in Russia. It would make me wonder why the show played its hand so early though. They may have just said “screw it” when so many people noticed there were no remains like with everyone else who got blasted. It may also be a misdirection. I’m not a huge fan of those, as I think having to be blatantly deceptive is cheap writing, but I’m also not a writer.<br/><br/>What we do know is that part of the plot will have to involve finding and rescuing Hopper, wherever he is. </p><p><b>3) Murray knows something that would be of interest to Joyce</b></p><p>In an easter egg after Season 3, we were treated to Murray’s answering machine message. Writers know that a number of fans will call a phone number (or go to a website) provided on a show or movie and often set up supplemental material to go with it. Along with scolding his mom for calling him when she isn’t supposed to, he also includes a message for Joyce. This shows that he was anticipating her call, suggesting that they had remained in contact. Murray is intentionally vague about a discovery he made, but refers to it as an “update” and “not good or bad, but something.” <br/><br/>What we can get out of this is that Murray has been working on something of interest to Joyce, possibly at her request. What could interest Joyce that an investigative reporter would want to work on? The obvious answer is Hopper’s whereabouts, but that would imply that she thinks he’s alive. Perhaps she wanted to be sure that her family is safe from government agencies, Russians, and the supernatural. <br/><br/>The part that stands out to me is that it’s “not good or bad.” You’d think Murray would have some idea of what he discovered. This could just be a way for them be all “hey, Murray’s gonna be involved next season” without giving anything away.<br/><br/><b>4) The party will be split, at least at first</b><br/><br/>I mean, this is basically a given, but, since it’s something we know, it should be included here. The Byers and Jane have left Hawkins for parts unknown. Jane presumably is going with them, but keep in mind her aunt is still out there. However, if Jane were to be going to live with her aunt then her goodbye wouldn’t be quite so impactful. Becky Ives is shown to live relatively close to Hawkins given the ease with which Jane gets there. Mike’s conversation with Jane where he invites her and Will over for the holidays suggests he expects them to be living together. We may not have seen the last of Jane’s biological family (or Kali for that matter), but she’s almost certainly going to live with the Byers, at least initially.<br/><br/>With the emphasis the series has put on not splitting the party, we can expect them all to reunite somehow. However, the initial action would have to occur separately unless the entire season occurs during the course of a visit.<br/><br/>This was all I could think of in terms of known information. Everything else would simply be speculation. I’m not opposed to that, but that would be for another post at another time. Please feel free to fill in any gaps I’ve left or correct any mistakes I’ve made (politely I would ask). </p>
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Body: <p>Ok, I got a new request this past week. It’s a bit of a doozy, though the individual who asked for it may not have meant for it to be. I’m doing a bit of research to brush up on some psychological theories and models so I can do it justice. I want this to be a good one.<br/></p><p>Stay tuned, and please continue to send requests.</p>
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Reblog name: deaduris
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/deaduris/611655873887076352">deaduris</a>:</p><blockquote><p>not to alarm anyone but finn was sat next to millie, charlie and noah at the table read while the rest of the kids were on the opposite side..</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="830" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c681917ece956d11ad35f70b72bf4b46/af167483133a2932-37/s640x960/994235f46440e2c5ce450c8e72e898a7ed965950.jpg" data-orig-height="830" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div></blockquote>
<p>So, I suppose I should take this opportunity to look back on my Season 4 predictions.</p><p>Way back when Season 3 was still young, I predicted that the cast in Season 4 would comprise three “teams”: Joyce and Murray, who would go off and look for Hopper; Nancy, Jonathan, Mike, Will, and El, who would have their adventures in the Byers’ new hometown; and an expanded Scoops Troop that now includes Max and Lucas, which would be holding down the fort in Hawkins and getting into trouble as only those wacky kids can.</p><p>If the positions at the table are in any way intentional, I may be somewhat accurate. The major difference is that Jonathan and Nancy are split, with Nancy on the Scoops Troop side of the table. I had envisioned Nancy and Mike going to visit the Byers together, but perhaps that’s not the case. Still, I’ll take a very much presumptuous victory lap on this one. I look forward to more fun tidbits as production marches on.</p>
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Title: Still alive, and still anticipating Season 4
Body: <p>First off, let me just say that I’m amazed to still be getting trickles of likes and follows despite not having produced any content in a long time. Since I have a long weekend, and a cold is keeping me from doing much else, I figured I could at least make it up to my followers with a little something.</p><p>There’s been a lot of information here and there since Season 3 ended, but most of it is speculative at best. There’s the movie lists the writer’s Twitter account posts every Friday, which <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> so thoroughly speculates on. There’s been plot and character leaks. There’s also been teasers, which are the most valid sources of information. </p><p>Let’s get the obvious out of the way. Hopper lives. Is anyone surprised? Between the post-credit sequence and Murray’s answering machine message, he had to be alive. The American being anyone else would have seemed like a cheap and forced twist. Still, I’m surprised this information was revealed so soon. Even though I was certain he survived, there was still tension in what his fate was beyond that. To see he’s part of a chain gang is a bit anticlimactic. I suppose we need to wait and see if there’s a sinister purpose for that railroad. Surely someone as involved with the Upside Down as Hopper would be of more interest to the Russians. Are they somehow unaware of that? At any rate, there will still be tension when it comes to if and how he manages to escape back to safety and reunite with El, Joyce, and the others.</p><p>The rumored new cast members were to be expected, though I still take such information with a grain of salt. Casting call information is easy enough to believe as real, but character details leaking out I’m more skeptical of. My initial reaction was that it seemed like a lot of new characters. My second reaction was surprise that none of the rumored names started with a B. My third reaction was annoyance at seeing one of them is the school counselor, and I wasn’t even asked to audition. I’d even allow them to give me a B name and everything that goes with it. Hopefully, if it’s true, she’s at least a good counselor, at least by 80s standards.</p><p>The first teaser had people discussing a time travel element to the story. This would be neat, and would mean Back to the Future was a nice bit of foreshadowing. If it means getting to see Mike and Will meeting in kindergarten, I’m willing to deal with any time travel cliches. That scene in the shed is still my favorite from any season. Mike’s protection of Will and El is undoubtedly a thorn in the Mind Flayer’s side, and it may decide to prevent Mike and Will from meeting now that it knows how it happened. If they don’t meet, Mike wouldn’t go out looking for him, and thus would never meet and shelter El. I can’t imagine how the Mind Flayer would accomplish such a thing, and how the heroes would then foil it, but it would add a better Terminator flavor than low-rent Arnold did in Season 3. The fanboy in me would love to have Mike and/or Will witness that first day of school, but that’s a bit too fanfiction-y. Having one or both of them needing to ensure they meet and become friends is also a bit too on the nose as a Back to the Future reference. </p><p>I’ll be honest. I didn’t really plan this post out like I have most of my others, so forgive me if it’s a letdown. I just felt like typing up my thoughts on everything that’s been found out since I had to stop posting. I’d love to say I’ll post more often going forward, but I can’t promise that. If anyone sends me any messages, though, I will do my best to respond.</p>
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Body: <p>I know I have a character analysis pending in my Asks. I haven’t forgotten, but those posts take a bit longer to do. I want to reassure whoever asked for it that I have not forgotten. I may have time to knock that out this weekend. I forgot how little free time I have during the school year.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://gayargyle.tumblr.com/post/187159258491/ahsjdjfkfjfj-the-hets-are-just-now-catching-on-us">gayargyle</a>:</p><blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="669"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/63331ca03061b6ae0414bcb428b6b660/ab181565344fef06-33/s640x960/71a06ad7bd380dc2437d9fc10ceb4ca66f883c75.jpg" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="669"/></figure></div><p>Ahsjdjfkfjfj the hets are just now catching on. Us tumblr gays have been obsessing over that line in the stranger things bible for SO long. </p></blockquote>
<p>Welcome to forever ago, heteronormatives. We&rsquo;re glad you could join us.</p>
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Slug: i-havent-been-as-active-lately-but-fear-not-im
Reblog key: OPQgWHFj
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Title: 
Body: <p>I haven&rsquo;t been as active lately, but fear not. I&rsquo;m an actual school counselor and my summer break is coming to a close, so I&rsquo;ve been getting ready for the new school year. I still plan to put out unnecessarily jargony Stranger Things analyses and increasingly desperate attempts to support the idea that Will is gay. My posts may be fewer and farther between though, as I will have much less free time.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/186900767923/argylemikewheeler-okay-but-like-the-entire-plot" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote>
<p><a href="https://argylemikewheeler.tumblr.com/post/186898722605/okay-but-like-the-entire-plot-of-the-first" class="tumblr_blog">argylemikewheeler</a>:</p>
<blockquote><p>okay but like the entire plot of the first ghostbusters is that venkman is in love with the one character who gets possessed. “why can’t there be two venkmans?” well, because only ONE of y’all is in love with the boy destined to be possessed and become the entrance point for all evil in the midwest.</p></blockquote>
<p>Never watched ghost busters- so I’ll just assume this is true - and put it under evidence XD</p>
</blockquote>
<p>When I saw this I didn’t know if I should explain the plot of Ghostbusters, or be shocked and offended that you’ve never seen it.</p><p>But, for the record, Dana Barrett, the woman who hires the Ghostbusters, becomes possessed by the minion of the big bad and ultimately transforms into a demon dog. Peter Venkman had been shamelessly hitting on her throughout the movie up to that point. </p><p>Let’s not get too tinfoil hatty on this one.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://rainbowdazzleprimaryaccount.tumblr.com/post/186864099895/badcode-i-dont-even-go-here-but-asdklfjlaskj" class="tumblr_blog">rainbowdazzleprimaryaccount</a>:</p><blockquote>
<p><a href="https://badcode.tumblr.com/post/186842273213" class="tumblr_blog">badcode</a>:</p>

<blockquote>
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<p>i don’t even go here but asdklfj;laskj fucking LEGEND</p>
</blockquote>

<p>So I guess everyone giving the Duffers credit for anything are just dead wrong then? Smdh. At least Maya is 👌 </p>
</blockquote>
<p>I think the takeaway here has to be that the Duffers will listen to the people working for them. Maya Hawke felt Robin being a lesbian made more sense even when she looked at the earlier episodes, and the Duffers ultimately agreed. We ended up with a character whose development felt more organic as a result, rather than the forced cliche we otherwise would have gotten.</p>
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Body: <p>I’m not much of a Stephen King fan, so someone is gonna have to explain to me why my Dashboard is full of people going insane all of a sudden.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 186817021293
Date: 2019-08-06 15:32:19 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/186817021293
Slug: i-feel-like-this-is-pretty-much-me-whenever-i-post
Reblog key: u2jpe9Qm
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/186816180343
Reblog name: kaypeace21
Title: 
Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/186816180343">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://frogdilf-archive.tumblr.com/post/186805004195">frogdilf-archive</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/adampvrrish/186804370675">adampvrrish</a>:</p><blockquote><p>us after deducing that the contrast between how mike reacted when el dumped him verses how he reacted during and after his fight with will has to mean something</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="450" data-orig-width="800"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5dedb9b1c03ae5c56ec4bd6ec27ca10f/2ffb1c817a524cc0-c3/s640x960/04e1030ea20955246530b54b1a7e0d1d14ef62da.jpg" data-orig-height="450" data-orig-width="800"/></figure></div></blockquote><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="207" data-orig-width="1242"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1afe227d5e1c21f5e494c2952f33b3ce/8730d8869c089fb8-8b/s640x960/ec94f464c6f6b6e8e5fbc121def2a87010175597.jpg" data-orig-height="207" data-orig-width="1242"/></figure></div></blockquote><p>The #s were from <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MiejfdJZqKqQKMufs8K3CGA">@willthecleric</a>  who is serving the tea as always 😏</p></blockquote>
<p>I feel like this is pretty much me whenever I post something.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://wheelyers.tumblr.com/post/186752384079/i-have-been-thinking-about-the-exchange-between" class="tumblr_blog">wheelyers</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>I have been thinking about the exchange between Will and Mike at the end of ST3 and in particular their word choice. In artistic media, whatever is articulated is there with purpose. It’s not coincidence (an old example is that if a gun is mentioned in text to be on a wall to a reader, then the reader expects the gun to be important in some manner, whether it is for metaphoric narrative or is literally used because it was explicitly pointed out in the narrative). In terms of cinematic media, the published take was used instead of other versions for whatever reason the director(s) decided, so everything has intent. (Finn even said they shot “it’s not my fault you don’t like girls,” with different phrasing, <a href="https://t.umblr.com/redirect?z=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hollywoodreporter.com%2Fheat-vision%2Ffinn-wolfhard-stranger-things-mike-will-fight-ghostbusters-1223941&amp;t=MGY1MWE5NTg0MGUxMTE2MjRlMzRhOWUxNDEyYWI2MTQyZWE4Y2I0Myw0OTg5YTY4NmJkMmY3ZmNmMWNjNDdiNmNjMjBhMjM4YmM5NmQ3MGZi">adding “yet” in one take that ended up unused</a>. So, there’s definitely attention payed to what exactly is being said between Will and Mike.)</p>
<p>That being said, I wanna focus a lot on Mike’s, “Yeah, but what if you want to join another party?” and Will’s, “Not possible.” Before this exchange, Will donates his D&amp;D manuals. He’s not taking it with him despite spending a good while three months back trying to regroup the Party through it. He states that he’ll use Mike’s set, if “we still wanna play”. Here he puts the ball in Mike’s court while acknowledging that they both might grow up and grow out of the interest but Mike holds the means to pursue D&amp;D again. Mike says, “Yeah, but,” and it’s simple acknowledgement neither here nor there because he had something more important to say, something that unnerves him enough to let his gaze wander. He seems a little unsure and he pauses before continuing on, gathering his thoughts. He doesn’t make eye contact with Will until he says, “What if you want to join another party?”</p>
<p><br/></p>
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<p>This is a pretty good analysis of the &ldquo;new party&rdquo; scene. I think I&rsquo;ll have to do one of my own with a psych perspective. Here&rsquo;s my quick take though:</p><p>When it comes down to it, this was a coded conversation. Anyone who thinks they were actually talking about D&amp;D is probably just a casual fan who watches for the monsters and 80s nostalgia. While those are certainly enjoyable elements, there is a great story beneath the surface that revolves around character relationships and psychosocial development. Mike and Will are one of the prominent relationships, and it&rsquo;s sad that a lot of fans are too heteronormarive to acknowledge what&rsquo;s going on.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://novemberfemme.tumblr.com/post/186709678326/homophobes-be-like-itd-be-unrealistic-to-have-a">novemberfemme</a>:</p><blockquote><p>homophobes be like “it’d be unrealistic to have a show set in the 80s where more than one character is gay” as if the rest of the show is realistic. also no it wouldn’t be.</p></blockquote>
<p>I mean, it&rsquo;s not like Stranger Things subverts any 80s pop culture tropes&hellip;</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 186654136188
Date: 2019-07-30 14:43:29 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/186654136188
Slug: mileven-shippers-mike-and-el-are-soulmates-they
Reblog key: J29O71Yt
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/186641973353
Reblog name: kaypeace21
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/186641973353/mileven-shippers-mike-and-el-are-soulmates-they" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote>
<p><b>Mileven Shippers:</b> <i>“Mike and El are soulmates! They complete each other! It’s true love . It was their destiny to meet (it was love at first sight) . They are 2 bodies , 1 soul. Mike could NEVER love ANYONE MORE than he loves El! No girl could compete with their profound love &amp; soul-connection they share. Especially not Will, lol, gross! Mileven is pure love; they’ll be together for the rest of their lives! An-</i></p>
<p><b>Duffer bros , after s3, about mileven</b> <b>(specifically about Mike’s feelings)</b>: And accidentally being low-key SAVAGE XD</p>
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</blockquote>
<p>It’s simply a more realistic take on the relationship. I hope the vast majority of people who think Mike and El are destined to be together are young teens. Grown adults shouldn’t see them as a cute, ideal couple, at least not based on how they’re depicted so far. Max and Lucas seem like a better pair, but they’re at least shown to have issues.</p><p>Where are all these fans for Nancy and Jonathan’s healthy relationship?</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "065ee29d7194b125e9733aadc8952b1d60493d9b.jpg",
 "39c107b7a09d3a2bed446901dfdd9c8f5a87ff88.gif"

Post id: 186653874073
Date: 2019-07-30 14:27:09 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/186653874073
Slug: kaypeace21-so-were-not-going-to-talk-about-the
Reblog key: VEKTP6md
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/186641003153
Reblog name: kaypeace21
Title: 
Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/186641003153/so-were-not-going-to-talk-about-the-hilarious" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote>
<h2>So, we’re not going to talk about the hilarious comparisons-</h2>
<p><b>between Mike complaining on the couch (after the mileven breakup) vs Mike apologizing to Will?</b></p>
<p><b>-</b>Mike not taking any responsibilities for why/how he hurt El, and unfairly making himself the victim saying <i>“Why is SHE treating me this way?</i>” Vs Mike being self deprecating and feeling poorly about how he treated Will, calling himself a “total assh*le”</p>
<figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="617" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7c80dc504f39c751b215d8cdcc6c0a02/8309d50a43fa5b5e-91/s2048x3072/cf3c545d7832b7a8fe8c1dc02979f5dc83d97d9c.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="617" data-media-key="7c80dc504f39c751b215d8cdcc6c0a02:8309d50a43fa5b5e-91"/></figure><p><b>-</b>Mike saying 2x times annoyed “<i>What did I do wrong</i>?” vs Mike immediately saying 2x <i> “I’m sorry, alright?</i>” </p>
<p>Quickly taking responsibility and admitting his wrong doings.  And let’s be honest when has Mike ever immediately apologized to anyone right after being a douche (ex. Max, Lucas, Nancy, El?) XD</p>
<figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="412" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/39c6e59b7d2e4ea8a291a72102a85390/8309d50a43fa5b5e-e2/s2048x3072/03ce314a59c455509c2d0349e05d9de80eaba678.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="412" data-media-key="39c6e59b7d2e4ea8a291a72102a85390:8309d50a43fa5b5e-e2"/></figure><p><b>-</b>Mike saying “women <b>act on emotion</b>”. Then the same guy who couldn’t even bother to call El-until Lucas suggested it. Is thinking super logically, and NOT like a total emotional wreck- when he doesn’t simply decide to call Will to apologize. But is like <i>‘NO! I have to apologize in person,  F storms (or waiting for it to pass), I need to talk to him in person,RIGHT NOW, so he knows how sorry I am! I can’t live for another second thinking I’ve upset him or have him be angry at me ! A phone apology isn’t cutting it! He needs to see my repentant face- dammit!’</i> XD</p>
<p>I’ll bang on his door yelling his name, than apologize and say how horrible I was and literally beg him to talk to me (in my sad apologetic voice). 30s seconds pass … ‘<i>why is he ignoring me!? Don’t ignore me!!!!!’</i> Well, time to start banging on the door and screaming his name at the top of my lungs- I’m not an emotional desperate wreck. And after yelling a lot, and eventually realizing he’s probably not ignoring me and  is actually at castle Byers- I’ll decide to run into the forest to find him  (which is also… super logical, and not based on emotions at all!) XD</p>
<figure data-orig-width="613" data-orig-height="1341" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f2659bf1dc8199d52d1fb5155c5d2bce/8309d50a43fa5b5e-21/s2048x3072/ab15558fb747127fc17e11847f9f0dd4beb1f585.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="613" data-orig-height="1341" data-media-key="f2659bf1dc8199d52d1fb5155c5d2bce:8309d50a43fa5b5e-21"/></figure><p><b>-</b>Lucas telling Mike to “stop asking<b> rational questions</b>?” And so Mike proceeds to ask Will questions only about his feelings/emotions. Like begging him to just come outside to talk about their feelings. And barely acknowledging what happened to Castle Byers and just asking Will specifically <i>“Are you ok?”</i></p>
<figure data-orig-width="433" data-orig-height="918" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a0e95e180d16f4b5150b08b6765ef806/8309d50a43fa5b5e-1f/s2048x3072/b6465640b15a4c6ecaf93b3de8071ff676f748e3.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="433" data-orig-height="918" data-media-key="a0e95e180d16f4b5150b08b6765ef806:8309d50a43fa5b5e-1f"/></figure></blockquote>
<p>The fact that these “breakups” are in back-to-back scenes for Mike tells me that we’re meant to compare them. Regardless of why, and what deeper meaning it may hold, Mike feels more responsible for Will’s feelings and their relationship than he does for El’s feelings and that relationship. </p><p>With El he acted more like he was in trouble. He was uncomfortable, but it was El’s fault for getting mad at him, and Max’s for encouraging her. He gave excuse on top of excuse. He waited for her to call him. With Will he felt real guilt. It was his fault that Will was upset, and Mike knows it. He gets mad at Will’s accusations, but quickly realizes Will is right. He reflexes lashes out when Will’s insults his (ex)girlfriend, but immediately backtracks. Nobody needs to tell Mike that he was an asshole to Will. He trips over himself to try and apologize. This is Mike, who has been shown on multiple occasions that he can be a sulky, grudge-holding hothead.</p><p>This shows Mike’s approach to both relationships and how deep those relationships are. One might argue it indicates how much he values each of them, but I think he highly values both of them. Instead, I’ll focus just on the specifics of the relationships. He and Will talk to each other, they trust each other, and they’re comfortable being emotionally open with each other. With El, though, Mike is still in a very shallow stage of a relationship. It’s almost entirely physical. They care about each other, but, as far as we are shown, they haven’t opened up to each other. It doesn’t seem like it since he’s technically known her for over a year, but due to her being missing for a year they really did rush into a relationship without getting to know each other first. It’s effectively just a crush, despite what fans or the media would have us believe. It could become more, and Mike seems like he may have more of a comfort level with simply talking to her at the end, but he also seems confused by her love declaration and kiss, so&hellip;</p><p>What does it all mean? I don’t know. This much is clear though: Will is special to him, and not in an adolescent bro sort of way.</p>
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<blockquote><p>more people would ship byler if will was a girl but no one’s ready for that conversation </p></blockquote>
<p>Heteronormative, adj.,  

of, relating to, or based on the attitude that <a href="https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/heterosexuality">h</a>eterosexuality is the only normal and natural expression of sexuality

</p>
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<p>It’s inevitable that we will get a parallel of this scene from season 1 but with Will and Eleven reversed, and Mike responds with the exact same words and that’s the moment he realizes <br/></p>
<p><b>Nancy:</b> I knew you were acting weird. I just..I thought it was because of Will.<br/><b>Mike:</b> I knew you were acting weird, too. I thought it was because of Steve.<br/><b>Nancy:</b> Hey…No more secrets, okay? From now on we tell each other everything.<br/><b>Mike:</b> Okay. Do you like Jonathan now?<br/><b>Nancy:</b> What? No. No, it’s not like that. Do you like Eleven?<br/><b>Mike:</b> What? No. Ew. Gross.</p>
</blockquote>
<p>I mean, they do seem to like callbacks. El flipped a car in Seasons 1 &amp; 3. Mike sadly hugged his mom in Seasons 1 &amp; 3. The Demogorgon returned. Joyce struggled to convince Hopper to believe her.</p><p>You aren’t worried about Will being the Steve in this situation, though?</p>
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Body: <p>Stranger Things is mostly an ensemble cast show. There isn’t really one star or one central character. We are given multiple storylines that converge into one central story each season. Each of those storylines is handled by a segment of the cast until they meet up near the end.  Many people seem to be seeing Millie Bobbie Brown as the star and Eleven as the main character, though. I propose an alternative point of view. If there is indeed one main character, then it is Mike Wheeler. I propose that the show many actually be about one boy’s journey through a mishmash of the supernatural and the mundane.</p><p>Mike Wheeler is a smalltown boy who doesn’t quite fit in. He has his friends, his loyal party, but he’s still an outcast. He likes to escape to a fantasy world where he is a paladin, the greatest of heroes. Little did he expect, then, that he would actually end up in a world of the supernatural, a world of danger and mystery. When faced with the horrors of the first three seasons, Mike Wheeler becomes the hero he likes to pretend to be. Indeed, it is the mundane world that chains him. The pressures of societal expectations bring out his insecurities. He becomes a shadow of his true self.</p><p>I think the real story for Mike isn’t one of supernatural monsters and government conspiracies. No, those stories belong to other members of the cast. Mike’s story is one of personal growth and discovery. The events of the show simply allow us to see Mike at his best. He doesn’t worry about the mundane world when the supernatural is at work. In the first two seasons we see his loyalty, determination, bravery, and compassion as displayed in his quests to save Will and defend El in Season 1. No bullies, parents, cops, or government agents are of concern to him. In Season 2, we see this again as he risks his life by staying by Will’s side, then again when he goes into the tunnels to give El time. </p><p>All heroes stumble, however. In Season 3, Mike is uncharacteristically selfish. He neglects most of his friends. He is disrespectful. His interactions with El are awkward and fake. One could say he is growing up. For Mike, though, that means accepting what society dictates. In doing so, Mike loses his best, and most heroic, qualities. We can still see it beneath the surface, though. He helps arrange a surprise for the returning Dustin. He notices that something is bothering Will. He feels guilty for hurting Will. The real Mike is still in there, but he’s repressing it. </p><p>It’s difficult to know exactly what is going on in a TV character’s head. We are only shown certain scenes. If we’re lucky, we get a glimpse at some scripts. We will never get the full picture, though. What is clear to me, however, is that Mike has conflicting emotions regarding Will and El. From the start, he has shown an intense loyalty to Will, and we see more of their closeness as the story unfolds. He’s also stated as liking El and they eventually get into a relationship. It’s a leap, of course, but there is evidence to suggest that Mike’s path is one of dealing with feelings that are unacceptable. Mike is giving in to societal pressures, particularly those about what boys and men are supposed to be like, and he is losing himself in the process.</p><p>The Duffers could fully prove me wrong, but I believe that Mike is sublimating his feelings for Will onto El. He is remarkably tender with Will when nobody is watching. Meeting Will is his fondest memory, one that nearly overwhelms him when he tells Will as much. He can’t even stay mad at Will for more than a second, even when Will insults his girlfriend. When Mike Wheeler gets mad, he either simmers, as he did with Max in Season 2 and El in Season 3, or he erupts, as he did with El in Season 1 or Hopper in Seasons 2 and 3. With Will, though, Mike is instead guilty. He feels bad for hurting Will, even if he was just defending his girlfriend.</p><p>Fear of loss has been Mike’s primary motivation. It starts with Will, but El is brought into it as well. I think it is no coincidence that his Season 3 arc was him risking driving both of them away. This is hammered home at the end when he does indeed lose them both. Despite his efforts, Will and El move away. A very mundane problem, that Mike Wheeler is helpless to do anything about. There’s no monster to slay, no conspiracy to beat, no gate to close, and no precious other to rescue. If Mike is going to do anything here, he has to learn to become his best self in the absence of a crisis. He has to cast off his insecurities and become the paladin fully. </p><p>Season 4, if I’m at all correct about this, will be about Mike struggling to come to terms with his feelings (amidst a backdrop of another supernatural threat, of course). He has to reconcile his true self with what the world wants him to be. He will again have to regain El and Will. Only, this time, some of the roles may be different. For Mike, what is normal isn’t right. He’s always better off when things get a little strange. What could be stranger than accepting forbidden feelings?</p>
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Body: <p>Eleven. El. Jane Ives. Jane Hopper. El Byers. Call her what you will, but El is seen by many as being the main character of Stranger Things. I personally disagree, and I find her character to be too largely unexplored to be compelling, so far at least. It’s a shame, because there is a lot of potential there. We have this young girl who spent her entire life in a lab until she was around 12 years old. She was raised to be a weapon: dangerous and obedient. Then she found friends.</p><p>After Season 1, and a bit into Season 2, I thought they were going to develop her character well. She was clueless about the larger world. She didn’t understand social norms, she acted on impulse, she lashed out at authority, and she responded to social interaction with either hesitation or outright fear. Essentially, she showed signs of Reactive Attachment Disorder as a result of her upbringing. She also showed signs of trauma in regards to Brenner specifically, but we haven’t had an opportunity to explore that yet. Somehow, though, she’s able to understand romance?</p><p>

El’s first introduction to the idea of romantic relationships was in Season 1. She naturally didn’t understand. She lacked the necessary social development. Everything she knows is based off of what Mike tried to explain, and she had a hard time following. This is all also happening during a traumatic time for both of them. El in particular would have a hard time making sense of all the emotions she’s feeling, and Mike probably wouldn’t do too much better. They build an extremely close bond in only a week’s time. She more or less imprinted on him when he took her in after finding her in the woods. She’d do anything to get his approval. 

 Let’s be honest here. El likes Mike romantically because he’s basically leading her into thinking she does. He’s not really doing it on purpose, but that’s irrelevant. To El, it’s just another fact or rule, and she doesn’t question it. <br/></p><p>At the end of Season 2, and throughout Season 3, El’s problems largely disappear. Everything is Mike, Mike, Mike. It’s not very unusual. Mike represents safety to her. The problem is, they missed every opportunity to expand her character. Any personal or social growth she had after moving in with Hopper ceased. She actually seems possessive and obsessed with Mike. We get hints of that early in Season 2 where we see her watching Mike, and again when she knocks Max off her skateboard because Mike actually smiled at her. Then she rudely ignores Max when the girl tries to introduce herself. Again, nothing terribly unusual for a kid in her situation, but it’s not something to be seen as healthy and moving past it should be part of her character growth. It may have been intentional. Hopper’s not exactly a therapist, counselor, or teacher, and he’s way out of practice as a parent.</p><p>Season 3 shows that El is largely limited in socialization to Mike visiting her. She’s still not allowed out in public, and she’s not shown interacting with any of her other friends. She seems more than happy to leave her friends to go make out with Mike. She hasn’t grown in the 7 months or so since the Snow Ball. This would be ok if her arc this season was about growing past that. It looks like she might. She goes and spends time with Max, for what seems like the first time, and they become friends. Max urges her to “try things on” to find out what she likes, and this should be a jarring line. El literally admits she has no idea how to tell if she likes something. She’s never considered anything beyond what she was told, be it by Brenner, Mike, Hopper, or, now, Max. Taking Max’s advice, she dumps Mike, and she seems pretty happy afterwards.</p><p>This is where what could have been good gets ruined. This should have been about her starting to learn that what other people think is good for her isn’t necessarily what is good for her. Instead, what we get is a clumsy and awkward arc that results in her clinging to Mike again. In fact, nothing really seemed to change in their relationship at all. Mike awkwardly tried to get her back. Despite the time they’ve supposedly spent together, they can’t even have a normal conversation. El holds her ground, but then the danger hits and Mike shows his usual bravery as he tries to help her. She becomes dependent on him for safety and comfort again. Then three months later we get the awkward kiss and “I love you” that is so off that it seems like they hadn’t been a couple in the three months since the mall incident. Now she’s saying I love you right before she leaves. She’s clinging right back to Mike because that’s how she feels safe and secure.</p><p>In a Season where we could have finally seen El interact with other characters and grow, we get none of that. She has almost nothing with Hopper except the awkward attempts to curb their making out, no interactions with Joyce, none with Will, none with Dustin or Lucas. She’s in the room with them, and there is eye contact, but no real interactions. Was this done intentionally to set up something next season, or are we supposed to accept that this is her character? This socially and emotionally deprived child is somehow mature enough to develop a healthy romantic relationship? I have a lot of trouble believing that the Duffers and their writing team consider this good character development in and of itself.</p><p>I risk angering a lot of fans, particularly young teens, but Mike and El are bad for each other, at least as a couple. Their relationship is obsessive and possessive in nature, resulting in the deterioration of their other relationships. It’s a sort of an extreme example of infatuations that are typical of that age. They can be intense, but lack any emotional depth and eventually fail. El’s growth could still be salvaged though. She’s now moving away from Mike. She’s going to have to learn to live without him, and that could provide an avenue for her to realize that she hasn’t loved him so much as needed him. </p><p>My apologies to the fans, but Mileven is toxic. It’s bad for both characters, at least as it stands now. Season 3 actually showed them both better after the breakup. They treated each other as a security blanket when together. It’s “I love you because I need you” rather than “I need you because I love you.” It’s not impossible for them to grow into something healthier, but Season 3 did not suggest such a story arc. We’ll have to wait and see what Season 4 has in store, but I hope it allows El to move towards becoming a fully actualized young lady, rather than being reliant on Mike, especially now that she lacks powers.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://morkhan.tumblr.com/post/186458933209/will-byers-is-gay-the-evidence-so-far">morkhan</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>Will Byers is Gay: <i>The Evidence So Far</i></h1><p>With the release of Stranger Things 3, there has been a lot of discussion kicked up about the character of Will Byers and his sexuality (or lack thereof). I&rsquo;ve seen a lot of takes about what &ldquo;it&rsquo;s not my fault you don&rsquo;t like girls&rdquo; was intended to mean, many of which seem to take it in isolation, so I wanted to make a post putting it into what I think is its proper context; not an isolated incident, but the latest carriage in veritable train of queer themed language and imagery that has followed Will Byers since episode one of season one, <i>and before that</i>. You ready? Alright, let&rsquo;s go.</p><h2>Season Zero: the Montauk Files</h2><ul><li>Before Stranger Things became <i>Stranger Things</i>, it was called <i>Montauk</i>. Like many would-be show makers, the Duffer Bros put together a &ldquo;show bible&rdquo; describing the premise, setting, tone, and characters of the show they intended to make. Like many shows, a lot of these ideas changed or were lost on their way to the screen, but it&rsquo;s always worth looking into their original concepts. Here is their description of Will Byers in the Montauk show bible: </li></ul><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="195" data-orig-width="847"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e03e74a7a6e2b897a8a6ce46e4d61947/f82ffb9bde9e6853-82/s640x960/754324733f3f7b9fd37759947b83a68e8d060382.jpg" data-orig-height="195" data-orig-width="847"/></figure></div><ul><li>Obviously, the major whammy there is in the first line &ldquo;sexual identity issues.&rdquo; But there are some other interesting notes, like his &ldquo;colorful clothes&rdquo; that you might want to keep a lookout for on your next rewatch. Now, onto&hellip; </li></ul><h2>Season 1</h2><ul><li>The thing to pay attention to regarding Will in season 1 is in the language used to refer to him when he is not present (which he isn&rsquo;t for most of the season). </li><li>Episode 1: the subject of bullying comes up right away in the conversation between Joyce and Hopper. &ldquo;The kids, they&rsquo;re mean. They laugh at him, laugh at his clothes, call him names.&rdquo; &ldquo;What&rsquo;s wrong with his clothes?&rdquo; &ldquo;I don&rsquo;t know!&rdquo; This harkens back to the Montauk show bible, but it&rsquo;s arguable, since it&rsquo;s never made clear <i>what</i> about his clothes draws ire. </li><li>She also mentions that he is &ldquo;sensitive,&rdquo; &ldquo;not like most,&rdquo; and that his dad said he was &ldquo;queer&rdquo; and called him a &ldquo;fag.&rdquo; Hopper asks &ldquo;is he?&rdquo; to which she replies &ldquo;He&rsquo;s <i>missing</i> is what he is!&rdquo;</li><li>Episode 3: Troy says he&rsquo;s not missing, he&rsquo;s dead. &ldquo;Probably killed by some other queer.&rdquo;</li><li>Episode 4: Troy, again &ldquo;Will&rsquo;s in fairyland, flying around with all the other little fairies, all happy and gay.&rdquo;</li><li><i>Sensitive, queer, fag, fairy,</i> and <i>gay</i> are all used to describe Will in season 1, but perhaps more notable is the fact that <b><i>they aren&rsquo;t used to describe anyone else</i>.</b> If the show were truly period accurate, let&rsquo;s be real; the whole party would&rsquo;ve been called queers on a pretty regular basis, because &ldquo;queer&rdquo; doubled as a generic insult back then. But in season 1, these words are only ever used in relation to Will, with one exception; in episode 6, Steve says to Will&rsquo;s brother, &ldquo;I <i>used to</i> think you were queer.&rdquo; So it&rsquo;s not even an active accusation in that moment; it&rsquo;s used in the negative. </li><li>Hell, Troy walked up to <i>Lucas mockingly proposing to Mike and proclaiming his love for him</i>, and he still didn&rsquo;t call them queers. That language is reserved for Will.</li><li>Now granted, most of these are used as insults by characters who don&rsquo;t like Will, but still; as a writer, if you want your audience to remember something, repetition is an excellent way to embed it in their minds. There&rsquo;s a reason for the specificity of language surrounding Will, and a reason that language keeps coming up over and over and over again.</li></ul><h2>Season 2</h2><ul><li>Season 2 retires much of the homophobic language used to insult Will, replacing it with &ldquo;Zombie Boy.&rdquo; The only homophobic language used in season 2 is the word &ldquo;faggot,&rdquo; used by Billy&rsquo;s father to refer to Billy, who expresses a clear interest in women (and an arguable interest in one particular man, but that&rsquo;s the subject of another post). </li><li>Still, there is an arguable bit of queer theming in Will&rsquo;s conversation with Jonathan regarding the benefits of being a &ldquo;freak&rdquo; and how normal people never accomplish anything. Jonathan even invokes bisexual icon David Bowie to make Will feel better about his &ldquo;freakishness.&rdquo;</li><li>The clearest piece of queer theming for Will in season 2 comes in episode 8, in this beautiful speech from Joyce to Possessed Will: </li><li><i>&ldquo;When you turned eight, I gave you that huge box of crayons, do you remember that? It was 120 colors. And all your friends got you Star Wars toys, but all you wanted to do was draw with all your new colors. And you drew this big spaceship, <b>but it wasn&rsquo;t from a movie</b>. It was <b>YOUR</b> spaceship; a<b><span class="npf_color_joey"> R</span><span class="npf_color_monica">A</span><span class="npf_color_ross">I</span><span class="npf_color_rachel">N</span><span class="npf_color_chandler">B</span><span class="npf_color_niles">O</span><span class="npf_color_joey">W</span></b><span style="color: #000000"> </span><span style="color: #000000">Ship, that&rsquo;s what you called it. And you, you must have used every color in the box. I took that with me to Melvald&rsquo;s, and I put it up. I told everyone who came in, &lsquo;My son drew this.&rsquo; And you were so embarrassed, but I was so proud. I was so, <b>so</b> proud.&rdquo;</span></i></li><li>This is one of the most powerful memories of her son that Joyce has, an image so strong and distinct that she uses it to invoke his true identity against the monster that is slowly subsuming him. She notes very specifically that it&rsquo;s not something he copied, but something that came entirely from Will himself, an image that she felt represented him so perfectly that she took it with her to work and proudly touted it as his to everyone she knew. The Rainbow Ship is Joyce&rsquo;s picture of her son&rsquo;s very heart, and surely I don&rsquo;t need to explain to you how powerful a piece of queer imagery the rainbow is.</li><li>Some subtextual stuff; in episode 9, when the girl asks Will to dance, he stammers &ldquo;I&hellip; I don&rsquo;t&hellip;&rdquo; and only goes to dance with her when Mike literally pushes him towards her. </li><li>During the final montage, the scene cuts to different characters in time with appropriate lines from the song: &ldquo;every move you make&rdquo; cuts to Mike and El (as he is teaching her to dance), &ldquo;every vow you break&rdquo; cuts to Nancy dancing with Dustin (as she technically cheated on Steve with Jonathan), &ldquo;I&rsquo;ll be watching you&rdquo; cuts to Lucas dancing with Max (as she has playfully called him 'stalker&rsquo; all season). What line cuts to Will? &ldquo;Every smile you fake,&rdquo; specifically on the word <i>fake, </i>while Will dances with a girl wearing this expression:</li></ul><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="2220"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/880dcab6cb8906347c51c37099573b17/f82ffb9bde9e6853-61/s640x960/8afcd07b270541c2c3ec6b5784f392d010e93e82.jpg" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="2220"/></figure></div><ul><li>That is not a real smile, that is not a comfortable boy, and that is not an accident; Noah Schnapp is one of the best actors in the entire show, and of the young boys, he is the one the Duffers trust most to do dramatic heavy lifting.</li><li>Do you want it to be a little more explicit? Okay, here is that scene in the script: </li></ul><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="443" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/69c9b6f5d6a0761b37a1e0f7cfd81f3e/f82ffb9bde9e6853-72/s640x960/84a9e334ad02800889f41e6e63e5c9f94bac1fce.jpg" data-orig-height="443" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><ul><li>I mean, that pretty much speaks for itself. It&rsquo;s less explicit in the actual show, but it&rsquo;s still <i>there</i>, you know? </li></ul><h2>Season 3</h2><ul><li>And now, the biggest and most explicit thing to date; <i>The Scene.</i> I mean, you could discuss the obvious subtext in the simple fact that Will is the only male main character who has yet to find a girlfriend or express any interest in girls whatsoever, but that pales in comparison to The<i> Scene</i>.</li><li>The setup for The Scene is pretty simple; after declaring &ldquo;a day free of girls&rdquo; in order to get his friends to run the D&amp;D campaign he&rsquo;s probably spent a significant amount of time creating, his friends have blown him off to continue bemoaning their girl troubles, so Will has decided to leave. Mike, realizing too late that he has genuinely upset his friend, chases after him to try and get him to come back.</li><li>A back-and-forth argument ensues, where Will accuses Mike of ruining the party and abandoning his friends in favor of girls, and Mike, in the heat of the moment, responds with &ldquo;<i>It&rsquo;s not my fault you don&rsquo;t like girls!</i>&rdquo; After which, everything <b>stops</b>. There is a full second of silence, and a close up on Noah Schnapp&rsquo;s face so you can take in his reaction.</li></ul><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="2220"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7f8b7acd06a5076d42c372592cb06616/f82ffb9bde9e6853-db/s640x960/fab731309230bff668bc29091f16257afd8b7f37.jpg" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="2220"/></figure></div><ul><li>There is a lot to unpack here. Now, acting is up to interpretation to a degree, but to me, that expression conveys two primary emotions; shock, and betrayal. That face says <i>&ldquo;how could you?&rdquo;</i> Because here&rsquo;s the thing; regardless of what Mike does or doesn&rsquo;t know about Will&rsquo;s sexuality, Mike knows <i>for a fact</i> that Will has been called a queer all his life by everyone from his school bullies to his <i>own fucking dirtbag father</i><i>. </i>By invoking even the specter of that, Mike has crossed a fucking line, and he knows it. And we know he knows it, because he immediately backtracks and tries to mitigate the damage. But it&rsquo;s too late. The damage has been done.</li><li>I also think there is a tinge of <i>fear</i> in that image. Just a moment of soul raking panic that pretty much every closeted queer person knows intimately. It&rsquo;s very brief. But I think it&rsquo;s there, if you look. </li><li>This scene sends Will into an emotional tailspin that culminates in him tearing down the literal last bastion of his childhood in a fit of sorrow and rage. His innocence has been destroyed. He cannot regain what he has lost, and he can never go back to the way things were before. This is the emotional climax of his arc for season three. It&rsquo;s a powerful one&ndash; shame it comes in the third of eight episodes, but that&rsquo;s neither here nor there.</li></ul><p>And that&rsquo;s pretty much it for now. Any one of these things taken in isolation could be very easily dismissed, but here&rsquo;s the thing; they aren&rsquo;t isolated incidents. They are part of a clear and consistent pattern, one that goes all the way back to the show&rsquo;s inception, before even one minute of footage was filmed. And this pattern points to one very obvious conclusion; the Duffer Brothers have always intended, and continue to intend, for Will Byers to be gay.</p><p>Now, for the obvious question; <b><i>why haven&rsquo;t they made it explicit yet?</i></b></p><p>The answer is as unfortunate as it is obvious; I don&rsquo;t know.</p><p>It&rsquo;s entirely possible that there is some external force that the Duffers have to answer to that is preventing them from actively pursuing this particular storyline. This happens all the time in Hollywood, and it could be anything from Netflix to Noah Schnapp&rsquo;s parents to Noah Schnapp himself just being uncomfortable with it. Many are the creators who dream Big Gay Dreams only to run into the horrors of our Forced Hetero Reality. If the Duffers ultimately submit to these pressures, I hope you won&rsquo;t be too hard on them. This shit is harder than you think to get to the screen sometimes.</p><p>But it&rsquo;s also possible that they just aren&rsquo;t ready for it <b>yet</b>. That they have been saving this for a future storyline, that they just want their characters (and the actors) to get a little older before they pursue this particular storyline explicitly, but they&rsquo;ve been busily laying groundwork for it so that anyone paying attention will know it&rsquo;s coming.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know. Only time will tell for sure.</p><p>For now, I can tell you this; I see a great deal of evidence that the Duffers still intend for Will to be gay, and precisely zero that they have changed their minds.</p><p>I hope that holds true. </p></blockquote>
<p>This is a great post, and I’ve addressed many of the same pieces of evidence myself already. What this post does, that I really hadn’t yet, is examine possible external elements that could be in play. Let’s take a bit of a closer look at the possibilities.</p><p><b>Netflix</b></p><p>The first possibility is that Netflix pulled some executive meddling and got them to change the story. I’d have trouble with this for a couple of reasons. First, the Duffers only went with Netflix because other networks they pitched the show to wanted to change fundamental elements. At least one network wanted to remove the kids entirely and focus on Hopper. The Duffers ultimately went with Netflix because it allowed them to stick to their original vision.</p><p>Second, Stranger Things is a gigantic hit, which makes it a marketing cash cow for Netflix. While there might be some minor backlash at going with a gay storyline, Netflix is unlikely to take a hit if the Duffers pulled the trigger with Will. I can buy them being a little nervous, and maybe Robin was put in to test the waters a bit, but fans aren’t going to leave Stranger Things, or Netflix, in droves because of a story like this.</p><p><b>The actors</b></p><p>This one is a bit interesting. On a project like this, it’s not unusual for certain story and character elements to be kept tightly under wraps. This helps prevent against leaks that could ruin the story or create pressure to change it. Actors themselves are often kept in the dark, only being told what they need to know. Sometimes entirely fake scenes are filmed, and alternate takes are done, in order to keep anyone from being able to know exactly what is going to happen. A broad character element though, such as being gay, could possibly be known though. If it is, then, yeah, they may need to be concerned with how the cast feels about it, even if it shouldn’t matter, especially in 2019.</p><p>Noah Schnapp would be the main person whose comfort level they would be concerned about really. I don’t closely follow interviews or celebrity social media, but, based on what I’ve seen people post, he doesn’t seem opposed to the idea of Will being gay or with Byeler in particular. It may weird him out a bit that people are so interested in it, and he might be tired of people asking, but he seems open. Him saying things like “it’s up to interpretation” doesn’t mean anything because, even if he knows anything, he’s not going to spill in an interview. </p><p>Finn Wolfhard is another who may need to sign on, as they seem to be setting up Will liking Mike. He’s another, though, who seems ok with the idea. I’ve seen people post him liking fanart. That doesn’t really mean anything about the plan for the show, but it suggests that it wouldn’t bother him.</p><p>One also has to consider Millie Bobby Brown. If they went forward with this it would impact her character in some way. I did read one recent interview where she said she was upset that Mike and El broke up. Now, this doesn’t necessarily mean anything. She may just be telling the media what they are wanting to hear, or what the Duffers have told her to say. If she really is that in favor of the relationship though, it could make it difficult to explore gay Will and his attraction to Mike. She has some level of pull, shown by the fact that she makes more than the other young cast members and has higher billing even though it’s an ensemble cast show.</p><p><b>The parents</b></p><p>I mean, there’s not a lot anyone can say here. We don’t know the parents at all. It’s certainly possible that they could have gotten involved though. Parents probably do have some level of veto power in these situations. </p><p>When it comes down to it, I think that if Will being gay was always meant to be a central issue, then it would have been brought up with at least Noah and/or his parents at some point already. Now, it’s possible that if this happened that there could have been a veto. The odd thing to me is the existence of evidence to the contrary. Yeah, maybe they’re putting in subtext in lieu of it being explicit, but that just makes it worse in my opinion. All the hints could also be artifacts left over from the removed story, but there are too many for me to believe that. </p><p>In the end, we just don’t know. I think we can all agree, though, that it will amount to a big tease if they don’t pull the trigger. Personally, I’m tired of seeing my identity treated like something that can only be hinted at. A story like this shouldn’t be rushed into, so I’m not against the slow buildup. My problem is with how little we had in Season 3, not just with the gay subtext, but with Will in general. Maybe they just wanted to take the spotlight off him after being at the center of Season 2, but it felt so artificial. The fact that the Mindflayer didn’t even acknowledge him has me worried that his entire character is being de-emphasized. I’m begging someone to prove me wrong.</p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186448188773/stranger-things-4-soundtrack-ideas" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>
<blockquote>
<p>I figured a more lighthearted post would be good today. I’m humbled by how well-received my look at Will and being gay in the 80s was. I’ll come back to the heavy stuff in a day or so. I want people to be able to savor that post for a little while. My next one won’t be very optimistic.</p>
<p>Ok, Season 4 soundtrack. 1986 had some good options. I know the music doesn’t need to strictly be from the same year, but I think it’s a neat touch. I’ll leave any possible significance of these songs up to each reader’s interpretation, but I did have reasons for each selection.</p>
<p><b>Relationship/Love Songs</b></p>
<p>Friends and Lovers - Gloria Loring &amp; Carl Anderson</p>
<p>You Give Love a Bad Name - Bon Jovi</p>
<p>Why Can’t This Be Love? - Van Halen</p>
<p><b>Scene/Character Songs</b></p>
<p>Danger Zone - Kenny Loggins</p>
<p>Manic Monday - The Bangles</p>
<p>True Colors - Cyndi Lauper</p>
<p>Land of Confusion - Genesis</p>
<p>Spies Like Us - Paul McCartney</p>
<p>The Future’s So Bright, I Gotta Wear Shades - Timbuk 3</p>
<p>Final Countdown - Europe</p>
<p><br/></p>
<p>Feel free to chime in with your own thoughts and suggestions. </p>
</blockquote>
<p>one thing missing: last christmas by wham</p></blockquote>

<p>Wow, how did I miss that? That would be perfect if they were to show us the Byers visiting for the 1985 holidays before picking up in 1986.</p>
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Body: <p>I figured a more lighthearted post would be good today. I’m humbled by how well-received my look at Will and being gay in the 80s was. I’ll come back to the heavy stuff in a day or so. I want people to be able to savor that post for a little while. My next one won’t be very optimistic.</p><p>Ok, Season 4 soundtrack. 1986 had some good options. I know the music doesn’t need to strictly be from the same year, but I think it’s a neat touch. I’ll leave any possible significance of these songs up to each reader’s interpretation, but I did have reasons for each selection.</p><p><b>Relationship/Love Songs</b></p><p>Friends and Lovers - Gloria Loring &amp; Carl Anderson</p><p>You Give Love a Bad Name - Bon Jovi</p><p>Why Can’t This Be Love? - Van Halen</p><p><b>Scene/Character Songs</b></p><p>Danger Zone - Kenny Loggins</p><p>Manic Monday - The Bangles</p><p>True Colors - Cyndi Lauper</p><p>Land of Confusion - Genesis</p><p>Spies Like Us - Paul McCartney</p><p>The Future’s So Bright, I Gotta Wear Shades - Timbuk 3</p><p>Final Countdown - Europe</p><p><br/></p><p>Feel free to chime in with your own thoughts and suggestions. </p>
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<p>I’m new to the Byler fandom, so I don’t know if we (the community) have ever talked about this or not, but even so, it’s good to touch up on concepts of old, especially now that season 3 is out. I’ll get on with it then.</p>
<p>Something that bothered me between season 1 and 2 is that Dustin specifically refers to Lucas as Mike’s best friend in season 1. He doesn’t mention Will in the slightest and this can be waved away in two ways: Will is missing and therefore not important to mention (but that gets disproven when Mike, consoling Dustin about having multiple best friends, says Will is also his best friend) or The Duffer Brothers just didn’t think much of Will in season 1 and only added the fact that Will is actually the person Mike met first in kindergarten when more thought was put in on it. The latter is probably true, but I’ll be taking all of this at face value to explain an in-universe reasoning for this inconsistency. </p>
<p>In season 2, Mike and Will’s relationship is much stronger and holds more meaning than it did in season 1. Although Mike is shown to be the most distraught at Will’s death in season 1, Lucas is still called Mike’s best friend by Dustin, someone I consider to be fairly observant, especially since he came in later and therefore has the most unbias understanding of the dynamics he came into. He specifically pinpoints Lucas as Mike’s best friend and not Will despite all we now know in season 2 and I think I know why. </p>
<p>It could be possible that Dustin got a different vibe from Mike’s relationship with Lucas vs. his relationship with Will. Lucas and Mike come off as very close friend’s from the perspective of Dustin, while Will and Mike come off as something different to him and that’s why he doesn’t mention Will when accessing Mike’s obliviousness about his best friend. He could have easily called Lucas a friend, but he went that extra mile to call him a best friend. Considering he didn’t believe anyone could have more than one best friend, it stands to reason he pegged Will as different than Lucas when in regards to Mike. The only way I can see that making sense with how close Mike and Will really are is if that difference is even closer (i.e. romantic). I’m not saying Dustin believed it to be the case, I’m just explaining why it would be different in Dustin’s eyes. If something is more with those two and it doesn’t line up with how Dustin sees best friends he would have simply dismissed Will and called Lucas Mike’s best friend instead.</p>
<p>Of course, The Duffer Brothers probably just didn’t think too hard on Will, but it’s still pretty interesting that this exists within the text, this little inconsistency. I can’t help but keep thinking about it. </p>
</blockquote>
<p>You raise a good question here. I don’t know that I have any real answers, but I’ll address it the best I can. Yes, Mike and Dustin have that best friend conversation. Mike also makes it clear that he doesn’t believe in having just one best friend, referring to Dustin as his best friend as well. It’s interesting, now that I think about it, but, as you said, they may not have planned very far ahead in Season 1. But let’s say they did, and this was an intentional line of dialogue.</p><p>Lucas is seen as Mike’s best friend. He lives closest to Mike, so they would have the most opportunity to hang out. For kids, sometimes that’s all it takes. Mike doesn’t see Dustin as secondary though. They are a party, after all. With Will, though, the difference is in the details. We may never actually get to see how Mike would react if it were Lucas or Dustin in mortal peril, so we can’t make a direct comparison. We do have other material to work with though.</p><p>Even in Season 1, Mike and Will are depicted as being closer to each other than the others. They share that goodbye scene in Mike’s driveway after the others were gone. Mike is the most adamant that something is wrong before much time had passed. Mike is the most distraught when the fake body is pulled from the quarry. Mike had an entire binder of Will’s art. Mike is the only one awake in the hospital waiting room. These are small moments, but they are unique to their relationship.</p><p>Now, we know what Season 2 gives us in terms of their relationship. It’s clearly very special, and we see nothing like it with the other party members. Taking the two seasons together, I see two possibilites.</p><p>1) The events of Season 1 were a wakeup call, perhaps for both of them. You don’t know what you got until it’s gone. This is Mike’s character arc through and through. It’s possible that Mike didn’t truly realize what Will meant to him until he went missing, and even moreso when he thought Will was dead. These were 12 year old kids. They would only just be starting to encounter feelings beyond friendship at this point, and they wouldn’t necessarily understand said feelings very well. This makes Season 1 the start of an emotional journey for Mike. A journey that we’re still witnessing.</p><p>2) Mike and Will’s closeness has been something private for the two of them. In Season 1, the other party members seem a bit caught off guard by the intensity of Mike’s reactions to Will’s plight. They’re concerned, but he’s on another level entirely. They’re upset at what they think is confirmation of Will’s death, but Mike loses it completely. In Season 2, Mike and Will’s intimate scenes are always away from the others. They are either alone, or, in the case of the shed, with Will’s family. Dustin simply may not know just how close the two of them are. He only witnesses their interactions within a larger group setting. </p><p>We, as viewers, get to witness their relationship in a way the other characters cannot. No matter which season you look at, Mike’s relationship with Will is shown as being on a different level than his relationship with Dustin or Lucas. That doesn’t mean Mike doesn’t consider those two his best friends, though. Mike values all of his friends equally, with the possible exception of Max.</p><p>Season 3 does a decent job of showing this, now that I think about it. Maybe the Duffers do know what they’re doing. That, or they stumbled into it by accident. Mike spends his post-breakup time doing typical best friend stuff with Lucas. They hang out, chat about girls, etc. We see him have a bit of a moment with Dustin in the mall, and he likely had a role in planning Dustin’s surprise at the beginning considering El’s involvement.</p><p>He still treated Will special though. The moment at the movie, where he and Will even sit just barely apart from Max and Lucas. Checking to see if Will was ok even though Will didn’t really do anything too out of the ordinary. Double checking, just in case. The fight itself is depicted as special Mike treatment too. When has Mike ever immediately felt bad and tried to apologize to anyone? He stubbornly fought with Lucas in Season 1. He was all kinds of snarky in Season 2. He coldly rejected Max, and apparently never really apologized for it. Will gets special treatment. Mike gets mad at him for approximately two seconds, and he immediately deflates when he sees he hurt Will.</p><p>Dustin and Lucas may be Mike’s best friends, but Will is something else entirely. Mike may not realize what that is yet, but he may be getting there. That, or this is the most elaborate accidental storyline in television history.</p>
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Body: <p>This is a tough one, and I really wanted to make sure I did it justice. Some background on my qualifications to write this: I hold a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and a Master’s degree in Counseling, I did undergraduate and master’s level research on sexual orientation, and I personally identify as bisexual. This does not make me the ultimate authority on this topic, of course, but I like to think I have a bit more insight than the average person.</p><p>Season 3 of Stranger Things resulted in the mainstream audience asking a question that many of us had already been trying to answer: Is Will Byers gay? I’m not going to pretend that I somehow know the answer to that question, but I do believe the evidence points to yes. The most popular alternate interpretation of his character is that he is simply not as mature as his friends, and so he’s just not interested in girls yet. Here, I intend to examine what it would be like to grow up gay in the 1980s, before the internet and other means to access the larger LGBT community, and what that could mean for our little cleric.</p><p>Development of sexual orientation, or, at least, a minority sexual orientation, generally involves an on-going process that is sometimes seen as a series of steps. It begins with the recognition of a same-sex attraction. This has been reported to occur as early as age 9 in males. The following progression can be dependent on the schema, or a sort of cognitive framework, that someone has set up for homosexuality. If we look at Will, he is definitely at the age where he likely would have noticed a same-sex attraction. Based on the bullying, and the general climate of the 80s, his schema for homosexuality would be incredibly negative. This is not something he would want to acknowledge. This may be why the same research mentioned above has most males not self-identifying as gay until around age 16 despite having a same-sex attraction at 9.</p><p>Will would not have any reason to want to be gay. He has no access to any resources that would help him counter the schema that his dad, Troy, and the general attitude towards gays of the time would have constructed for him. He has no community or peers to give him support, and he doesn’t have the internet to allow him to see how not alone he really is. He may have been able to acknowledge an attraction for Mike (or others), but he would not ascribe that to his being gay. Such feelings could be rationalized as friendship, admiration, or even envy. </p><p>This is a difficult road to walk when your peers are taking notice of the opposite sex. It can become very conspicuous, and one can only imagine that the taunting Will receives would only have gotten worse. We don’t get to see any of this though, as it is now summer. Some people theorize that Will isn’t ready to grow up, and I do agree, but for another reason: Will is scared.</p><p>Assuming he is gay, Will has caught on that something isn’t quite right with him by now. He sees his friends obsessed with girls, but it’s something he doesn’t share. He has nothing against girls, and doesn’t mind Dustin and Lucas being interested in them, but he has no interest in them himself. He also doesn’t like that Mike does. He may not understand why yet. These feelings would be conflicting heavily with his internal schemas, resulting in a cognitive dissonance. His feelings and what he believes to be normal are in conflict.</p><p>When Mike yells that it’s not his fault Will doesn’t like girls, it may well be the first time he’s ever been made to consciously confront those feelings. The insults of his asshole father and the school bullies he can ignore, but he can’t ignore Mike. Mike may or may not have meant it that way, and Mike may or may not suspect that Will really is different. Regardless, Will would be stunned and afraid at being forced into acknowledging the possibility, and this is exactly how he is shown to react to that statement. He was happy to stick with his childhood activities, because all of that is from a time when it didn’t matter if he liked girls or not. He can play D&amp;D all day, every day, and never have to worry about something like girls. </p><p>It’s reasonable to conclude that Will doesn’t want to grow up because that means facing something he doesn’t want to. This monster could possibly scare him more than the Upside Down. Now that he’s made to confront it, he lashes out at everything he found refuge in. He can’t hide in Castle Byers, which represents his childhood, anymore. He berates himself for thinking he could hide in his childhood forever. He hears Mike narrating a campaign as he looks around, and it cuts him to the core that his best friend, and perhaps his everything, is actually the source of his anguish. He’s realizing, at least on a basic level, just how important Mike really is to him, how important he wants to be to Mike, and how he can’t go back to when they could be that for each other.</p><p>This is why he wants nothing to do with D&amp;D unless Mike is involved. It’s not possible for him to find another party. He’s not even fully ready to consider himself gay yet, but he’s getting there. He’s telling Mike, in the only way he dares, that Mike is it for him. </p><p>This is my take anyway. I don’t know where Season 4 will take us. It may just give us even more subtext that isn’t acted on.</p>
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Body: <p>So, let’s talk about this tagline for Season 3. It sets up that end the end of the Season, everything (or, more realistically, just a lot of things) will be completely different from how the Season started. Before the plot of Season 3 started, the gate was closed, Mike and El were a couple, Mike and Will were friends, Joyce and Hopper were not together in any meaningful way, the Mindflayer was still out there, Max and Lucas were together, Karen Wheeler hadn’t acted on her desires for Billy, and Steve was an awesome guy.</p><p>Come the end of Season 3, and, well, I could just copy-paste all the same things. Sure, there were some journeys that made it look like some of that might change, but in the end, no. Mike and El, we’re supposed to believe, are still a couple. Mike and Will, we’re supposed to believe, made amends off-screen. Karen was tempted, but decided not to act on her desires. The gate is still closed. The Mindflayer is still out there in the Upside Down. Joyce and Hopper are still not together, albeit for an entirely different reason. Steve, if anything, became even more awesome.</p><p>So what changed? Well, Hopper is presumed dead, El lost her powers, El was apparently adopted by the Byers, and the Byers family moved away. These are no small things, to be sure, but what are the longterm effects? It seems more like the writers just wanted some end-of-season shock value. Were the really worried people wouldn’t tune in for Season 4? Stunts like these become cheap when undone in the next season. </p><p>The first two of those changes likely won’t be permanent. Is there anyone who actually thinks Hopper is really dead? Do people think El won’t get her powers back? El joining the Byers will essentially stick through the likely event that Hopper and Joyce finally get to be together. The only real change though is the Byers family moving away. I suppose they could show Max in some danger, being the main target for Neil’s abuse now, but he didn’t even make a cameo in Season 3.</p><p>Sure, you could argue that most of the characters will be permanently affected by the events of the season. However, so far, most characters show few lingering signs of the events of the first two seasons. They seem to forget all about what happened prior until the new threat emerges.</p><p>Please, share your thoughts on this topic. I feel it was a sensationalistic tagline, perhaps intentionally so, but perhaps some of you can make sense of it for me.</p>
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Body: <p>I know I still have some requested analyses to do, but I’m in a rotten mood, and I need to vent.</p><p>This whole debate on Will and whether he is gay has me infuriated. Yeah, I know I’m heavily biased due to my identification with the character, but I’m still pissed. The assumption that Will isn’t gay until they explicit state it is solely based on heteronormativity. In pop culture, people are simply assumed straight until proven otherwise. It’s the reason why they were able to hoodwink everyone with Robin in the first place. With just a mention of her saying she was obsessed with Steve in high school, everyone assumed the two of them would be a thing by the end of the season. That was a totally acceptable assumption to make. Thinking Will is gay? No, they need to tell us that.</p><p>There are reasons to think Will is gay, and certainly more than the casual fan probably realizes. I will go over them here, not that I need to lecture anyone who actually reads this on the topic.</p><p><b>1) Will is stated as having sexual identity issues in the original character summary.</b></p><p>Let’s just get this one out of the way. Yeah, it’s not known to the average viewer, but it’s still valid. Sure, they could have since deviated from the original plan, and by itself it may mean nothing, but it’s supporting evidence.</p><p><b>2) Will is bullied for being gay.</b></p><p>This is another one that doesn’t mean anything by itself. Will is bullied for being gay by both his father and the local bully. They could have used any number of similar characteristics, but they went with gay. Will is small, sweet, and honest, so there’s possibilities like mama’s boy, sissy, etc that could have gotten a similar point across without bringing in sexuality. It’s not just a passing mention. It comes up when Joyce talks to Hopper, and he even asks if it’s true. Troy is an absolute monster as he twists the knife in Mike’s wound. Troy bullies the other three for cruel, but accurate, reasons. He mocks Lucas’ race, Dustin’s lack of teeth, and Mike’s face (Mike kinda got off easy if you ask me). Now Troy may or may not be correct, but he probably thinks he is. He digs into each character’s deepest insecurities. He exists to tell us this information. If Will’s sexuality is unimportant, then why have Troy bully him the same way Will’s own father did? Troy simply could have made fun of him for being poor.</p><p><b>3) Will is especially close to Mike</b></p><p>This is made clear in every season. Yeah, they’re best friends, but Will and Mike are depicted as special. From the very start, Will can’t bring himself to lie to Mike. Yeah, I know, you can excuse the whole “It was a 7.” thing as just him foreshadowing his ordeal, but why set it up with Lucas telling him it’s ok as long as Mike doesn’t know? Mike is similarly shown as close to Will, with him being the most concerned. Dustin and Lucas are clearly worried too, and upset when the body is found, but Mike is shown taking it the hardest. They’re telling us the two of them share something special. Season 2 doubles down on this  hard. Mike is the only one Will trusts with what’s happening to him. Mike is the only one he is shown remembering other than is mother. Mike is ultimately the one who breaks through to him. </p><p><b>4) Will is extremely jealous when Mike and El get together.</b></p><p>I don’t know why this one is hard for people to see. Maybe they’re just not looking for it. Yeah, some of it is just some good, subtle acting. Will is upset every single time Mike is shown showing affection for El. It technically starts in the Season 2 script with Will’s eyes being on Mike as they were all dancing. I know I’ve seen a clip of Will glancing over and looking upset, but I don’t remember that from the actual release. Was that a deleted scene? If so, its removal is conspicuous, especially with that released script. The jealousy is still apparent throughout Season 3. The sad looks on Will’s face whenever Mike and El are together, when Mike says he loves her. The anger he shows towards Mike, and only Mike, despite Dustin and Lucas similarly being focused on girls. I know I’ve seen people say he smiles when El dumps Mike. I honestly can’t tell, but he does look away, suggesting he doesn’t want his reaction to be noticed.</p><p><b>5) Mike is able to evoke emotion in Will</b></p><p>For the most part, Will is a quiet kid. He’s soft-spoken and has an innocence about him. He has a little frustration in Season 2, due to people treating him differently (though he leaves Mike out of his accusations), but he’s generally a go with the flow guy. Mike has the power to calm Will, to cheer him up, and make him cry both good and bad tears. Even in Season 3, his D&amp;D annoyance is a slow build. It’s ultimately Mike’s rejection that sets him off. It’s specifically the fact that he feels he’s losing Mike. They were building that frustration alongside the D&amp;D the entire season to that point. Is it really that much of a stretch for D&amp;D to be a metaphor here? He jabs Mike over El when Mike tries to apologize, accusing him of throwing everything away over a “stupid girl.” Now, this “stupid girl” is supposed to be a friend of his, one who has helped save him twice. Will looks around Castle Byers at a D&amp;D book and a drawing of Will the Wise. Both are accompanied by flashbacks beginning with Mike’s voice. He tears up the photo from Halloween, the night of the Crazy Together moment, right down the middle where Mike and Will are depicted. Will ends up destroying Castle Byers, berating himself the entire time, before collapsing in anguish. Yeah, it can be open to interpretation, but it’s not hard to see that Will could be calling himself stupid for thinking he and Mike shared something special now that El is in the picture. I’d like the people who think Will just isn’t ready to grow up to explain to me why that scene felt more like a breakup than a friend fight.</p><p><b>6) Will seems relatively trauma-free</b></p><p>Now, this is actually an issue I have with the show, as Will, along with pretty much the entire cast, should be amazingly traumatized. I bring it up only to counter the idea that Will has lost a portion of his childhood to the Upside Down, and so he’s not ready to grow up. Will has lost about two weeks of his childhood. He showed some issues in Season 2 before getting possessed, but he’s also shown enjoying his childhood as well. Just because we rejoin his life when bad stuff returns to Hawkins it doesn’t mean he had no life in the interim. He didn’t spend every day since getting rescued from the Upside Down in a hospital or deprived of his friends. There’s honestly no reason why Eleven would be more ready for adolescence than Will. If anything, Will should be associating his trauma with D&amp;D and avoiding it like the plague. It should be causing him post-traumatic stress. He should want to get as far away from reminders of what happened as possible. A game with mindflayers and demogorgons isn’t something he should want. He has a reason for wanting D&amp;D, and it’s not that he’s still a kid inside, because he still had other interests before Season 3, like comics, drawing, and the arcade.</p><p><b>7) Will not liking girls doesn’t just mean he doesn’t like them yet</b></p><p>This is the other counter argument I’ve noticed: that Will just hasn’t matured to liking girls yet. While it’s not unbelievable for a boy his age to not start sexually maturing, there’s really no indication of this. He isn’t just uncomfortable dancing with the girl in Season 2, he flat out doesn’t want to do it. He also has no problem with Max joining them for Halloween, stating that Dustin and Lucas were excited about it so he ok’d it. He understands boys liking girls. He shows no real hostility towards Dustin or Lucas for it. When he tells Joyce he’s never going to fall in love, it doesn’t sound like a kid who finds the idea of dating gross. He sounds sad as he says it. When Mike says it’s not his fault Will doesn’t like girls, Will is stunned into silence. Now Mike doesn’t know if Will is gay, and Will may not really know either, but it cuts deep.</p><p><b>In conclusion</b></p><p>By no means is my interpretation definitely correct. I could be absolutely wrong. But why is my interpretation seen as ridiculous? My theory isn’t perfect, but I have evidence. I have rebuttals to alternate interpretations. If we’re not meant to think Will is gay, why does it seem like they keep giving us reasons to? If it’s not important, people from the show could easily just say so. Noah and Finn end up having to awkwardly respond to questions they may not even have the answers to. </p><p>It’d be very strange if the Duffers and their team somehow painted themselves into a corner by accident. It’s possible, sure, but I don’t see how it could keep happening. Finn had said they had other takes of “It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!” including one that added “yet”, but stated that they ultimately went with the one in question. Well, I mean, they chose to go with that one. I don’t know why, but neither do the people saying Will is just immature. We speculate, and if I speculate that they went with that one because that’s the storyline they’re going for and are trying to keep it under wraps, then I should be allowed to do so without being scoffed at. I may be biased because of my bisexuality, but they’re also biased because of their heteronormativity. </p>
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Body: <p>I realize this book has been out for a while, but I just got around to reading it. It was a fun little read, but nothing terribly amazing. While TV/movie tie-in novels are not written by the regular writers, they are official and need to be approved before released. Generally, the authors are given notes and background information so everything fits the main story. We can’t necessarily predict what this means for Stranger Things from these books, but there are a few things that stood out to me.</p><p>1) People with special abilities existed prior to the numbered subjects, but they are unable to fully tap into them. We have a self-professed psychic, Ken, whose intuition is far too accurate to be luck and a woman, Alice, who, under electroshock, has visions of the future that include the Upside Down, the Demogorgon/Demodogs, and a Season 1-era Eleven. At first I thought she was actually slipping into the Upside Down, but it became clear they were all future events. Terry herself is shown to be able to tap into the Void when induced with drugs. The two women’s powers aren’t shown as being granted by the experiments, rather they are able to tap into something that is already latent inside them. Ken, is revealed to be gay, which I only mention because it seemed oddly unnecessary for it to come up like it did. He’s also the only male depicted with powers, so there’s that.</p><p>2) All of the adult subjects are alive at the end. Ken, who previously mentioned feeling he’d find love in Hawkins, sneaks Terry a file that his new boyfriend (an officer at the lab) obtained that showed baby Eleven alive and well. Alice pulled a fake death courtesy of Terry and a 5-year-old Kali, and escaped to relatives in Canada. There was another female subject, Gloria, but I can’t honestly recall if she’s shown having any special abilities (though she has a fondness for X-Men comics, particularly Jean Grey/Marvel Girl). Will they factor into the show at all? </p><p>3) Eleven’s father was Terry’s college boyfriend, Andrew, who, while a decent guy, is just a regular guy. Brenner shows his viciousness and deep connections by arranging to have him kicked out of school and drafted to Vietnam as a power move to keep Terry in line. He is killed shortly after deployment.</p><p>4) Brenner himself does not appear to have any superhuman powers, though he does seem extremely skilled at hypnotic suggestion, and possesses an incredible intellect. His past is deliberately hidden from the other characters though. His connections are so deep they include the director of the CIA, with whom he is on a first-name basis.</p><p>5) Brenner mentions Russians experimenting with rabbits to show a psychic connection between a mother and her child, specifically stating they would kill the baby rabbit in a separate room to see if the mother could sense it. Who knows, maybe this is why Joyce was never willing to accept the possibility that Will was dead.</p><p>6) The adults refer to themselves as The Fellowship of the Lab. Terry was given a set of the LotR books by her boyfriend, which she slowly warmed up to. They went to a Halloween party as Frodo and Sam. I just thought this was a nice nerd connection to the main series. I have no idea if it actually means anything.</p><p>7) I’ll end on a heartwarming note. Ken meets with Andrew because he has a feeling it’ll be better for Terry if she and Andrew broke up before he was deployed. Andrew misunderstands and awkwardly gives Ken his blessing in the event he doesn’t return. This eventually leads to Ken mentioning he was caught dating a man and rejected by his family, and the two bond after Andrew remarks how terrible that must have been after recovering from being caught off guard. This was 1969, so that’s an amazingly accepting reaction. It reminded me of Steve reacting to Robin’s coming out. </p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://euphoriicbliss.tumblr.com/post/186361493012/imagine-an-episode-in-stranger-things-season-4" class="tumblr_blog">euphoriicbliss</a>:</p><blockquote><p>imagine an episode in stranger things season 4 where Murray picks up on the intimacy between mike and will</p></blockquote>
<p>The more I think about this, the more I like it. Yeah, running gags can get tired, but three times wouldn’t be overdoing it. It can work as a catalyst for something sweet, while also providing some comic relief. I can envision this time Murray as the one who is uncomfortable with the conversation. Byers and Wheelers clearly can’t do anything right without him, but it’s two boys this time. Instead of being condescending as with Nancy and Johnathan, or angry like with Joyce and Hopper, he’s awkward. He stumbles and stammers, clearly just wanting to get it over with. As uncomfortable as he is with a gay relationship, he still can’t resist pointing out the obvious.</p><p>Not that I expect this to actually happen, of course, but Murray has grown on me as a character and I want more.</p>
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<p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186280065033/mike-and-eleven-are-an-unhealthy-couple-and-other" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>
<blockquote>
<p>Relationships have been shown to be a big part of Stranger Things from the beginning. In Season 1, we’re treated to The Party’s unique dynamic, Nancy’s rocky romance with Steve, Joyce’s interactions with her ex-husband, and Johnathan and Will’s brotherly bonding. We are also introduced to Eleven, who more or less instantly bonds with Mike. These relationships allow us to get to know the characters in a more intimate way, and help drive the narrative.<br/><br/>In Season 2, we get deeper into these relationships and also see new ones bloom. We witness the special bond that Mike and Will share, the abusive dynamic of the Hargrove household, Dustin and Lucas spar over Max while she adapts to being adopted by a group of nerds, Steve and Nancy’s relationship fails and Johnathan and Nancy’s begins, and even Karen get frustrated over her boring rut of a marriage. We also see Mike, at least early on in the season, desperately reach out to Eleven, and it’s indicated he’s been doing this for just shy of a year (353 days I believe). <br/><br/>In Season 3, a heavy-handed theme is “we don’t understand each other.” This is displayed prominently by multiple relationships. It’s most obvious with Johnathan and Nancy, where I believe it was directly stated. Nancy feels he doesn’t believe in her and her journalistic hunches, while he feels she isn’t considering how badly he needs that internship since he lacks her familial resources. Joyce and Hopper’s relationship goes on a roller coaster stemming from Hopper seeing Joyce as playing around with him as he tries his best to open his heart again, but Joyce still has grief over Bob and understandable paranoia about the lab holding her back. Max and Lucas seem ok, showing some playful banter, but we’re also told they’ve broken up five times. Seeing as how they’ve only been together for about 7-8 months or so. That’s a sign of a lack of understanding, but sadly we don’t get much more out of Lucas this season. Karen is tempted by Billy to bring some excitement into her life, though Ted is shown to be rather content with his boring family life. We’re also treated to the heartwarming friendship of Steve and Robin, which is teased as a romance through yet another misunderstanding.<br/><br/>This brings me to the crux of this post (finally), and that is Mike, and his horrible (or horribly written) relationships in Season 3. I can totally buy his attachment to Eleven. She helps him find Will in Season 1, and is traumatized by her disappearance (and apparent death) during the final battle with the Demogorgon. It’s completely understandable that he’d be affected by that, possibly feeling guilty and responsible, and desperate for her safe return. It’s totally realistic for a 12-year-old to develop a crush on a girl in a short amount of time such as the week he knew her. It’s unbelievably realistic for him to be immensely happy and relieved when she comes back in Season 2, safe and sound. It’s totally in-character for him to be a nervous wreck when she goes to close the gate. At no point, however, does this have the appearance of a romantic relationship, at least not a true and healthy one.</p>
<p>In Season 3, however, he is completely obsessed with her. It’s revealed by Lucas that he’s been neglecting his friends. He’s been seeing her every day, at least since summer started, and there are implications that Eleven primarily only sees Mike (Max is shocked to see her, we see no interactions between El and the others, she’s still not allowed to be out in public, etc.). This girl has had no opportunity for social or emotional growth in the roughly year and a half since she’s been out of the lab. Her question to Max (”How do I know if I like something?” or something along those lines) should be jarring. She’s never considered anything for herself. Pre-dumping, she and Mike are shown basically just making out. There’s no conversation, no getting to know each other, no simply enjoying each other’s company. The only time we see them with the others, Mike and El very quickly leave, which the others know means they want to make out. El is supposed to be friends with them too, but she seems equally obsessed with this relationship. It’s been months since the Snow Ball, they should be out of the honeymoon phase even if Mike’s opportunities to see her during the school year were limited. <br/><br/>So, unpopular opinion, Mike and El share an unhealthy relationship. He’s more annoyed than upset when she dumps him, while El has a blast hanging out with Max. It’s nice to see her grow with this, but she’s quite honestly depicted as being better off without Mike as a boyfriend. I’m not saying they couldn’t grow into a better couple, but we see nothing like that in this season. They make up in the hospital, and Mike awkwardly tries to talk about feelings in the grocery store, but they just aren’t hearing each other. They don’t understand each other. They still don’t at the end, to be honest. While many people seem to think they rekindle their relationship before the Byers’ move, Mike seems legit confused. He stands there, stock still, as El kisses him. He doesn’t kiss back, he doesn’t close his eyes, he doesn’t put his arms around her, he doesn’t return her “I love you”, and, as she walks off, he doesn’t get a goofy grin, a sad smile, or a hopeful look on his face. He stands there, confused, as if that kiss was unexpected and he doesn’t know how to feel about it. That wasn’t a boy who had been going out with this girl for the past three months post-Starcourt. If they were meant to be seen as a happy couple, tragically being torn apart, then the writers did a terrible job of it.<br/><br/>It’s almost too obvious that we’re supposed to compare this to Mike’s strained relationship with Will, though at the same time it’s like we’re meant to forget all of that. There’s curiously no acknowledgement to any of the bonding they shared in Season 2, even through flashbacks. Will is portrayed as being upset at the slightest sign of Mike and El’s romance. He doesn’t show frustration with Max or Lucas, and he’s amused at the prospect of helping Dustin contact his camp girlfriend. If this wasn’t intentional, then it’s either poor acting or poor writing. Both Mike and Will become single-minded, Mike towards El, and Will towards D&amp;D. There’s many possible explanations (besides the aforementioned bad writing) that could explain Will’s change of character, but that’s a post for another time, if people are interested. Will reaches his breaking point in a conversation that reads more like a breakup than anything else. Again, though, it’s clear they don’t understand each other. This is where the “Is Will gay?” speculation hits a crescendo, as he angrily states it’s not his fault Will doesn’t like girls. Will is…devastated, shocked, terrified? It’s hard to nail down. Mike is immediately remorseful, though his apology is severely lacking. Will’s parting words of “I guess I did. I really did.” again seem more like a breakup. I’d like to go on more, but besides Mike tracking Will down in the rain (not unsignificant), we see little between them until the goodbyes. Their scene is shorter than Mike and El’s, but significant in that it’s the only goodbye Will is shown having (apart from all the hugging). They speak in code again, with Mike worried Will may replace him, and Will reassuring Mike that could never happen. It’s worth mentioning that the smile Mike shows in this scene is the most genuine we see all season from him. <br/><br/>I’m not sure what to think about it all. Mike and Will’s relationship is somehow portrayed as stronger and deeper that Mike and El’s, but simultaneously less significant. It makes more sense for Mike to be closer to Will than El, and it’s curious that he and El are never shown trying to get to know each other. My ultimate conclusion, drawing on personal experience and someone with degrees in psychology and counseling, is that Mike and El are bad for each other, at least based on how they’ve been depicted thus far. They’re shown to be better outside of their relationship. <br/><br/>Ultimately, Mike lost both of these relationships at the end. While we know the three of them will meet again, they simply have the hope of visits and calls. Mike is left visibly upset as the Byers family drives off, but it’s ambiguous as to whether Will or El leaving upsets him more. I don’t think he knows the answer to that either. As he enters his mother’s embrace, he appears in a state of shock. This scene parallels him being comforted in season 1 when Will’s fake body was pulled from the water, even going so far as to include the same song. It’s possible he’s coming to a realization involving Will, which could explain the shock. I think the simplest explanation, though, is that we’re supposed to be as confused as Mike as to what all this means. Mike starting to consider that Will is more than just his best friend would be a breath of fresh air for a story like this, but I doubt it. <br/><br/>If you made it this far, let me know if you’d like more posts from me. I have thoughts on the effects of trauma on the characters, theories for season 4, and general opinions about seasons 1-3.</p>
</blockquote>

<p>Wait. They used the same song as when Mike was upset over Will’s “death” in season 1? Wow. Ok. That does seem intentional on the part of the creative team. For what intent, I’m not necessarily sure, but at the very least it is an intentional parallel.</p>
<p>I just want all these kids to be happy. I agree that El and Mike don’t necessarily seem happy together as a couple beyond a superficial level. It’s like they are play-acting what they think dating is supposed to be like, but walking through the motions and taking mediocre advice from friends and magazines. They are trying out the concept of dating cause it seems cool and a grown-up thing to do. That was how I read this season’s  drama between Mike and El. Dating is a performance of stereotypical expected behaviors between a guy and a girl as they have seen in Hollywood, and they are trying to figure out what the big deal is. (Enter Robin, stage left! The new LGBTQA older teen role model in their lives.)</p>
</blockquote>
<p>Rewatching the ending, I may have misremembered slightly. The song is Heroes by Peter Gabriel. It starts the second the fake body is pulled out of the water. There is significance in this, even if we can only speculate as to what that significance is. The first time, we see Hopper and all the kids upset, but Mike is absolutely devastated. He gets mad at El and leaves his grieving friends, unable to handle what’s going on. He wordlessly, tearfully latches onto his mother when he gets home. </p><p>The second time we hear the song is at the ending when the Byers leave. The complicating and confusing thing here is that it’s when El is reading Hopper’s speech. I had thought it was specifically playing when the Byers leave and we see Mike go home, but I was apparently one scene off. I probably remembered it differently because Mike went home and wordlessly latched onto his mom, just like in Season 1, but it was shortly before the song starts.</p><p>I’m kinda sad now. I thought I had picked up on an intentional parallel. I’m big enough to admit I was wrong though. It still has to have some sort of significance to reuse the same song, though.</p><p>I want the kids to be happy, too. Will has yet to finish a Season happy. In Season 1, we see him last after he coughs up a slug and flashes back to the Upside Down, in Season 2, we see him last trying to keep on a fake smile as he dances with the girl at the Snow Ball, and, in Season 3, we last see him crying as he is driven out of Hawkins. </p><p>I don’t expect Mike and Will to end up together, as sweet as that would be. Mike and El have been too heavily marketed. I’m not even convinced they’ll give us gay Will. I try to find ways to tie everything together, but it feels like everytime I do, I find a loose thread that pulls it all apart. My biggest fear right now, is that they gave us Robin to avoid dealing with Will. We have an LGBT character now, so we’re supposed to be ok.</p>
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Body: <h1>Please send requests.</h1><p>Dear readers, please let me know what topics you would like me to address. I primarily like to do analyses of characters and story arcs. I will certainly consider anything that is sent to me though.</p><p>I currently have three ideas for articles:</p><p>1. A sort of pseudo case study of the Wheeler family.</p><p>2. A study of Mike in particular</p><p>3. A examination of Billy&rsquo;s redemption Arc.</p>
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Body: <h1>Season 4: Happy Holidays? Not likely on Stranger Things</h1><p>If the report is true, Stranger Things will release in December 2020 and be set during the Christmas season. My guess is Christmas break, allowing the fractured cast to meet up. This is quite the time skip though, being 17 months since the events of Season 3, and 14 months since the Byers moved. This gives a lot of leeway for the writers to do things.</p><p>Let’s take a look at what my (current) personal predictions/wants are.</p><p>1) The “teams”: We will have three. The first will be Joyce and Murray, and it will be related to the answering machine Easter Egg. The second team will be Nancy, Jonathan, Will, El, and Mike. I see Nancy going to visit Jonathan for the holidays, and Mike just begs her to take him along. Team three will be Steve, Robin, Lucas, Dustin, and Max. Perhaps Erica too, but I feel the cast is bloated already.</p><p>2) The antagonist: I would expect the Mindflayer to make another play somehow. Brenner would also be involved in some fashion. He may track down a now powerless El and attempt to continue his work. As much as I didn’t enjoy their involvement in Season 3, surely the Russians have to be involved after that credits sequence.</p><p>3) The setting and related challenges: The expanded Scoops Troop will be in Hawkins, and be largely on their own for their adventures, at least at first. They will get caught up in some kind of strange goings on, and Steve and Robin have to really step up and be responsible in the absence of someone like Hopper. “Detective” Byers and Intrepid Journalist Murray Bauman will be snooping around Chicago, which is where I think the Byers have gone. I don’t know exactly what they’ll find, but I can’t let go of Hopper telling Joyce she should come work with him. The sibling group will end up with the supernatural aspect, involving either Will or El and their powers or lackthereof. It could lead to them tracking down Kali.</p><p>4) Hopes: No more Mike and El being shoved down our throats. If they are still going to be a couple, I want them to be a real couple that actually does things besides make out. I’d like Will to develop powers of his own, unique and complementary to El’s. Maybe even allow him to be the one who saves his friends this time after years of being a victim. I want Steve to fully step up in his role and accept the kids as his family. He was still trying to play it cool last season, but he gets more mature each time we see him.</p><p>5) Will: I’m giving him his own segment here, because I will always have a soft spot for that boy. I want Will’s sexuality to actually be addressed instead of danced around. The anguish from him coming to the realization he’s gay could very well trigger his powers given the X-Men symbolism in Season 1. I want him and Mike to be shown as the lifelong companions depicted in Season 2. Only this time, maybe it’s Will doing the protecting. And please show Will finally getting his D&amp;D session, even if it’s just a flashback. Let Will finish a season happy for once, even if it’s not to last.</p><p>6) I want the kids’ characters to be deeper again, instead of the reductive caricatures we had in Season 3. Let Mike find his light and be the courageous and loyal paladin instead of a wannabe alpha teenager, let Lucas regain his resourcefulness, intelligence, and pragmatism, let El grow beyond Eggos, Mike and her powers.</p><p>7) Hopper: Don’t make his return predictable. Please. When he comes back, let him look on those he left with pride in his eyes. </p><p>8) Finally: reunite the party and bring the Byers family back to Hawkins. If it doesn’t happen in Season 4, there better be a Season 5. One of the aspects of Season 3 that I actually liked was how happy the party was to finally come together at the mall.</p><p>9) New Year’s Eve: Whether it ends up being part of the plot or just the epilogue, let New Years come into play. It represents new beginnings and could be a cliched, yet powerful, moment for some of the characters. I won’t hold my breath for Mike and Will though.</p><p>Edit: I just realized, the original NES released in 1986. We have potential for some Nintendo references and Easter Eggs.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, stranger things 3, spoilers, mike wheeler, will byers, el byers, joyce byers

Post id: 186336535113
Date: 2019-07-16 21:21:36 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/186336535113
Slug: were-we-gay-baited-the-issue-of-will-and
Reblog key: iUtmz4Al
Reblog url: https://rdprimaryaccount.tumblr.com/post/186336424940/were-we-gay-baited-the-issue-of-will-and
Reblog name: rdprimaryaccount
Title: Were we Gay-Baited? The Issue of Will and Byler/Byeler, a Discussion of Apophenia, Identification, and Empathy
Body: <p><a href="https://rainbowdazzleprimaryaccount.tumblr.com/post/186336424940/were-we-gay-baited-the-issue-of-will-and" class="tumblr_blog">rainbowdazzleprimaryaccount</a>:</p><blockquote>
<p><a href="https://the-best-thing-ive-ever-done.tumblr.com/post/186335673090/were-we-gay-baited-the-issue-of-will-and" class="tumblr_blog">the-best-thing-ive-ever-done</a>:</p>

<blockquote>
<p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186308146813/were-we-gay-baited-the-issue-of-will-and" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p>
<blockquote>
<p>I’ve been struggling with my own feelings since finishing Stranger Things 3. Curiously, I find myself being overcome with rage and disappointment, which isn’t how one is usually meant to feel about a TV show. It wasn’t a bad season by any means, though I do think it was the weakest of the three so far. The one biggest point I find myself stuck on is the treatment of Will Byers, not just as a character, but as a reflection of my own experiences and feelings. Identification happens all the time when we engage with fiction. Sometimes we are meant to do so, while other times it is due to how we interpret otherwise ambiguous aspects of a character or story. It’s an aspect of empathy, as we’re feeling the emotions (or at least what we believe to be the emotions) of a character.<br/><br/> I identified with Will back in Season 1. It looked like they were building, slowly, but surely, towards Will being gay, and I let myself build this idea that his struggles with the Upside Down and the Mindflayer were a metaphor for him coming to terms with these feelings he had for his best friend. I saw the Upside Down as an allegory for being in the closet. A dark, lonely, scary version of the real world. I don’t know if Barb was meant to be seen as a lesbian, but I latched onto that as support for my theory. It was after being left alone by Nancy that she is captured and killed by the Demogorgon. She felt alone and rejected, and subsequently was consumed by the despair that comes with hiding. Will, however, was able to get out due to the overwhelming love and support of his friends and family. Was I wrong to make this assumption? Possibly. Then Season 2 happened, and I don’t know what else we were meant to think.</p>
<p>For reasons we never really find out, at least in the show itself, Will finds himself being stalked by the Mindflayer roughly a year after escaping the Upside Down. This creature wants Will, and apparently only Will. The simple explanation, I suppose, is that it wants what it sees to be his. Will got away, the Mindflayer isn’t ok with that, and this all ensures that our main cast are at the center of the story. I read into it deeper though, which was probably a mistake. This happens during an election year, and Reagan signs are prominently displayed. The AIDS crisis was in full swing, and still mainly seen as a gay disease. Will still doesn’t feel safe, and doesn’t even fully understand how he feels. He flashes back into the Upside Down, feeling targeted and watched. Mike is generally able to pull him back out, and Will seems to seek out the safety of his best friend. Mike is the only one he trusts. Mike is safety, comfort, and unconditional love. He’s special, at least to Will. </p>
<p>It is again love that saves Will. Joyce, Johnathan, and Mike get through to Will by sharing stories meant to express how they feel about Will. Joyce loves her son, and is proud of his rainbow ship. This was unnecessarily specific if it wasn’t meant to be gay coding. Johnathan shares the building of Castle Byers, Will’s safe haven, after their dad left, The same dad who would call Will a fag. We see Will start to waver, ever so slightly, as they start to reach him, but the kicker is when Mike starts. Mike shares the story of when they first met. He remembers it in surprising detail, and it’s the oldest memory out of the three so far mentioned. Mike is barely keeping himself together as he relates walking up to Will on the first day of kindergarten. He’s so overwhelmed by the memory himself, repeating that Will said yes to being his friend, as if he cherished it immeasurably, and goes on to say it was the best thing he’s ever done. Despite the Mindflayer’s control, Will himself is barely holding back tears at this moment and we see emotion on his face for the first time since being fully possessed. He’s able to start with the morse code. Mike is the one who ultimately broke through. I read this as him being the single most important person in Will’s life, but was it that, or was it simply that he was the last to speak? It’s hard to tell the intent here, especially as Mike’s attention leaves Will as soon as Eleven returns shortly thereafter. All we’re left with is a look at Mike when Will is asked to dance, and his fake smile faltering as he glances at Mike dancing with Eleven. More curious decisions that could be something, or may be nothing.</p>
<p>This brings us to Season 3, where my confusion, annoyance, and anger boil over more with each episode. We start with scenes that I felt did a good job showing an emotional conflict set up by the end of Season 2: how does Mike find room for both Will and Eleven? Mike is shown obsessively attached to Eleven, which is reasonable given his age and his fear of losing her again, and we also see him going to the movies with Will, Lucas, and Max. The latter scene is oddly double-date like, to the point where they don’t sit together, putting Mike and Will separate from Lucas and Max as if to highlight the two separate couples. Lucas and Max get some playful banter in (pretty much the last we see of their relationship this season), and Mike is shown still harboring concern for Will. I found it odd when Mike asked if Will was ok, as Will hadn’t really done anything unusual. The suggestion, at least to me, was that Mike is still paying close attention to Will, and this made sense, as he would have a fear of losing Will the same as he does with Eleven. After this we see Will mope over the amount of time Mike spends with Eleven, but he has no complaints about his other friends. His obsession over D&amp;D is over the top and jarring, and very much out of character. He’s a fully fleshed out character with multiple interests, but all he wants to do is D&amp;D, why? I don’t really have a great answer for that beyond it being bad writing just to set up a later scene. That brings us to their fight, which fully ignited my hopes that they’d continue this build-up.</p>
<p>Will loses it when Mike and Lucas seem to mock his campaign. They don’t really dislike it, they just aren’t engaged due to girl troubles. His anger, though, seems focused on Mike. Will feels betrayed, and laments his loss of the Party due to girls, but he never blames anyone but Mike, even though Lucas and Dustin are similarly focused on girls. He calls El a “stupid girl”, and that wouldn’t be unusual given the situation had we been shown any interactions between El and Will or given exposition to inform us that the two of them get along. Indeed, I got the impression that Will still hasn’t had any meaningful interactions with her, since it’s implied she’s constantly with Mike and only Mike. The only time we see her out with the Party, before the crisis begins anyway, Mike bails with her very quickly. Will resents El. She’s stealing Mike away from him. That’s how I saw it anyway, and I remember feeling that way many a time at that age. At this point, you might still be able to argue it was just Will mad he’s losing his best friend, but then that one line comes. “It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!” </p>
<p>This line could have been done in any number of other ways if the implication was anything other than Will is gay and has feelings for Mike (any maybe thought Mike might like him as well). Mike could have told Will he needs to grow up or that it’s not his fault Will doesn’t have a girlfriend. But, no, Will simply doesn’t like girls. Will’s reaction speaks volumes, despite him not being able to talk. Up to that point, Will had been jabbing Mike with accusations, but as soon as Mike says this he’s stone silent. Lips quivering and eyes watering, he stares at Mike in disbelief and fear. To his credit, Mike immediately realizes he crossed a line and softens his approach, something we never see him do when he fights with anyone else. The damage is done, however, and Will’s final words “I guess I did. I really did.” screamed of a breakup to me. Will thought it’d be him and Mike forever. He destroys Castle Byers in a rage, berating himself for being stupid. It’s no longer a safe haven for him, as it is filled with memories of his childhood. A childhood spent with Mike.</p>
<p>This whole scene is never addressed again by the two of them. Lucas is shut down in an attempted apology, and I saw this as Will not wanting an apology from him and not willing to discuss the situation. It still felt very aborted, as if that quick scene with Will and Lucas was meant to tell the audience that, nope, we’re not getting into that. He and Mike have no real significant interactions throughout the rest of the season, though Will is shown reacting negatively anytime Mike expresses his feelings for Eleven. Our attention is never really drawn to it, but it’s there. This takes us to the finale, where Mike’s goodbye to Will is oddly quick for friends as close as they were supposed to be. Mike expresses worry that Will would move on and replace him, and Will reassures him that such a thing would never happen. I like how they had Mike smile perhaps his most genuine smile of the season here, but it still felt odd. When they hug outside right before the end, it’s again quick and not indicative of the emotion that should be there. Will seems to linger in the hug a bit, but Mike staggers away to Eleven. Mike’s attention seems to be solely on Eleven as the Byers leave, though he glances back at the house that he shouldn’t really associate with her. The final scene is a near perfect mirror of Season 1 when he thought Will was dead. It was confusing, possibly intentionally so, but why? </p>
<p>Mr. Clark brings up apophenia when speaking with Joyce. It’s the tendency for humans to spot patterns where there are none. As humans, we like for there to be explanations for everything. There are no coincidences, we just haven’t figured out how things fit together. Part of me wonders if this whole line of conversation was targeted at fans, such as myself, who read too deeply into Mike and Will’s relationship, and possibly Will’s possibly homosexuality. I could understand how it could be used to cast doubt on Joyce’s fears. However, it ends up having no real bearing on the plot, as Joyce is relatively quickly shown to be correct in her suspicions. </p>
<p>In the end, I’m left to wonder if this whole idea of Will being gay, and possibly Mike and Will being subtextually written as a couple, was simply a case of apophenia. My empathy for Will and identification with him could have caused me to misinterpret things to fit my own personal experiences and unfulfilled adolescent wishes. The dissonance caused by what I thought and what I’m now seeing is what is causing my anger and disappointment. It’s having me relive what I felt so long ago where all I wanted was to see a boy like me happy on TV or in movies. I thought this was going to be what I never had, but, though we still have Season 4 yet to come, it looks like it was simply a case of seeing what we wanted to see. Still, the way they did it reeks of gay-baiting, and I feel used.</p>
</blockquote>
<p>I think Will being gay was a key part of S1 (could probably write a thesis on that) and that given he wouldn’t have realistically been out, they confirmed it as much as they were able. </p>
<p>The thing then is what were they to do when the show was renewed? It has proven to be more popular than anticipated, which was probably seen as incompatible with it being “the show about that gay kid”. </p>
<p>One option would have been for them to backtrack on his sexuality, which would have been easy, but they very definitely haven’t done that. What they seem to have chosen is to maintain his status as “could plausibly be gay but it’s not confirmed”.</p>
<p>As he gets older it gets easier to make him plausibly gay, but harder not to confirm it. Perhaps that’s why the S3 writing of him was a bit off. They almost literally had him say to Lucas that the writers couldn’t deal with it, so he was reduced to a background figure.</p>
<p>It could be they’re not quite sure what do with their gay boy yet, but the fact they didn’t take the easy way out in either S2 or S3 and make him straight suggests to me they fully intend to restore his importance to the plot and will have him come out. I’m guessing they will try to avoid doing this until the last season, whenever that is. </p>
</blockquote>

<p>@hawkinsschoolcounselor hey great post. And you’re not wrong about what you perceived with how the show was writing Will and the Will and Mike relationship. I saw all the same things you did, including the stuff about Barb. And I am straight. I have none of my own experiences as someone in the lgbt community to transfer into the situation. Instead I just saw the story for what it was. It’s all there onscreen. You watch enough shows you can pick out coding and subtext and all that stuff and whoo boy there’s a lot here. So no you are not wrong. You are not projecting. You are right on the money. And yes this season was…strange. </p>
<p>I have a personal theory that maybe they put some of this shit on the back burner because they are going to extend their run a little bit longer than initially anticipated, due to it being a massively popular cash cow, and they need to stretch the story a bit to fit, hence why not getting into the meat and potatoes of Will and his sexuality/feelings for Mike/potential powers/whatever, and if that’s not the case, then the writing just fell off a cliff. Simple as that. A lot of what happened this season feels like straight up bad lazy writing, but we won’t know for sure till next season if there’s a plan or not. </p>
</blockquote>
<p>Thank you, it’s good to get the perspective of a non-LGBT fan since you’re largely free of the biases that I worry about tainting my analyses. </p><p>I read that the Duffers planned for 4 seasons, but Shawn Levy suggested it may go further, so I don’t know what to think about that. I hope you’re right though because if it’s bad writing then I’ve lost a favorite show.</p><p>I’ve seen some conspiracy theories about how Netflix got involved to yank the gay storyline, or that they were worried about rocking the boat since Mileven was so popular, but I don’t put much stock into those types of theories. It’s 2019, and a gay storyline shouldn’t be the kiss of death like it used to be.</p>
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<blockquote>
<p>Will has no safe places left. Not his house. Castle Byers. His friends. His brother (maybe). DnD. </p>
<p>Will understandably NEEDED those spaces…. what’s going to be his new safe place? Will he fall back to music? Will he become even more attached to his mom? Hmmmmm</p>
<p>PLACE YOUR BETS HERE</p>
</blockquote>
<p>1. He could find a safe place with El, hopefully platonic. If its romantic then it would create a weird triangle, but I could see the Duffers doing it, unfortunately. </p>
<p>2. He could also turn inward to music thus becoming a loner. This mirrors Jonathan.</p>
<p>3. I think his mom will be busy wrangling life and work because shes taking care of another child now. Too much on her plate.</p>
<p>4. He could also go the Goldfinch route, ala Theo with Boris, and find a rebellious friend who  turns him the wrong direction, at least temporarily. Sweet kid with trauma finds a rebel friend or partner is a common trope. The Duffers love their tropes.</p>
</blockquote>
<p>I see this going two ways:</p><p>1) Will and El bond, creating a false triangle where it looks like Will is going to compete with Mike for El’s affection. People who don’t know better think they’re a couple. Hopefully, the Byers are careful to explain that El is adopted&hellip;</p><p>2) Will and El see each other as rivals for Mike’s attentions, giving Will no sanctuary and tormenting the poor boy further. We’ve seen how possessive El is of Mike in her treatment of Max in Season 2. </p><p>These are both rather cliche options, but, after Season 3, I’m not sure I can expect any better. Hopefully, they will surprise me.</p>
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<blockquote>
<p>I’ve been struggling with my own feelings since finishing Stranger Things 3. Curiously, I find myself being overcome with rage and disappointment, which isn’t how one is usually meant to feel about a TV show. It wasn’t a bad season by any means, though I do think it was the weakest of the three so far. The one biggest point I find myself stuck on is the treatment of Will Byers, not just as a character, but as a reflection of my own experiences and feelings. Identification happens all the time when we engage with fiction. Sometimes we are meant to do so, while other times it is due to how we interpret otherwise ambiguous aspects of a character or story. It’s an aspect of empathy, as we’re feeling the emotions (or at least what we believe to be the emotions) of a character.<br/><br/> I identified with Will back in Season 1. It looked like they were building, slowly, but surely, towards Will being gay, and I let myself build this idea that his struggles with the Upside Down and the Mindflayer were a metaphor for him coming to terms with these feelings he had for his best friend. I saw the Upside Down as an allegory for being in the closet. A dark, lonely, scary version of the real world. I don’t know if Barb was meant to be seen as a lesbian, but I latched onto that as support for my theory. It was after being left alone by Nancy that she is captured and killed by the Demogorgon. She felt alone and rejected, and subsequently was consumed by the despair that comes with hiding. Will, however, was able to get out due to the overwhelming love and support of his friends and family. Was I wrong to make this assumption? Possibly. Then Season 2 happened, and I don’t know what else we were meant to think.</p>
<p>For reasons we never really find out, at least in the show itself, Will finds himself being stalked by the Mindflayer roughly a year after escaping the Upside Down. This creature wants Will, and apparently only Will. The simple explanation, I suppose, is that it wants what it sees to be his. Will got away, the Mindflayer isn’t ok with that, and this all ensures that our main cast are at the center of the story. I read into it deeper though, which was probably a mistake. This happens during an election year, and Reagan signs are prominently displayed. The AIDS crisis was in full swing, and still mainly seen as a gay disease. Will still doesn’t feel safe, and doesn’t even fully understand how he feels. He flashes back into the Upside Down, feeling targeted and watched. Mike is generally able to pull him back out, and Will seems to seek out the safety of his best friend. Mike is the only one he trusts. Mike is safety, comfort, and unconditional love. He’s special, at least to Will. </p>
<p>It is again love that saves Will. Joyce, Johnathan, and Mike get through to Will by sharing stories meant to express how they feel about Will. Joyce loves her son, and is proud of his rainbow ship. This was unnecessarily specific if it wasn’t meant to be gay coding. Johnathan shares the building of Castle Byers, Will’s safe haven, after their dad left, The same dad who would call Will a fag. We see Will start to waver, ever so slightly, as they start to reach him, but the kicker is when Mike starts. Mike shares the story of when they first met. He remembers it in surprising detail, and it’s the oldest memory out of the three so far mentioned. Mike is barely keeping himself together as he relates walking up to Will on the first day of kindergarten. He’s so overwhelmed by the memory himself, repeating that Will said yes to being his friend, as if he cherished it immeasurably, and goes on to say it was the best thing he’s ever done. Despite the Mindflayer’s control, Will himself is barely holding back tears at this moment and we see emotion on his face for the first time since being fully possessed. He’s able to start with the morse code. Mike is the one who ultimately broke through. I read this as him being the single most important person in Will’s life, but was it that, or was it simply that he was the last to speak? It’s hard to tell the intent here, especially as Mike’s attention leaves Will as soon as Eleven returns shortly thereafter. All we’re left with is a look at Mike when Will is asked to dance, and his fake smile faltering as he glances at Mike dancing with Eleven. More curious decisions that could be something, or may be nothing.</p>
<p>This brings us to Season 3, where my confusion, annoyance, and anger boil over more with each episode. We start with scenes that I felt did a good job showing an emotional conflict set up by the end of Season 2: how does Mike find room for both Will and Eleven? Mike is shown obsessively attached to Eleven, which is reasonable given his age and his fear of losing her again, and we also see him going to the movies with Will, Lucas, and Max. The latter scene is oddly double-date like, to the point where they don’t sit together, putting Mike and Will separate from Lucas and Max as if to highlight the two separate couples. Lucas and Max get some playful banter in (pretty much the last we see of their relationship this season), and Mike is shown still harboring concern for Will. I found it odd when Mike asked if Will was ok, as Will hadn’t really done anything unusual. The suggestion, at least to me, was that Mike is still paying close attention to Will, and this made sense, as he would have a fear of losing Will the same as he does with Eleven. After this we see Will mope over the amount of time Mike spends with Eleven, but he has no complaints about his other friends. His obsession over D&amp;D is over the top and jarring, and very much out of character. He’s a fully fleshed out character with multiple interests, but all he wants to do is D&amp;D, why? I don’t really have a great answer for that beyond it being bad writing just to set up a later scene. That brings us to their fight, which fully ignited my hopes that they’d continue this build-up.</p>
<p>Will loses it when Mike and Lucas seem to mock his campaign. They don’t really dislike it, they just aren’t engaged due to girl troubles. His anger, though, seems focused on Mike. Will feels betrayed, and laments his loss of the Party due to girls, but he never blames anyone but Mike, even though Lucas and Dustin are similarly focused on girls. He calls El a “stupid girl”, and that wouldn’t be unusual given the situation had we been shown any interactions between El and Will or given exposition to inform us that the two of them get along. Indeed, I got the impression that Will still hasn’t had any meaningful interactions with her, since it’s implied she’s constantly with Mike and only Mike. The only time we see her out with the Party, before the crisis begins anyway, Mike bails with her very quickly. Will resents El. She’s stealing Mike away from him. That’s how I saw it anyway, and I remember feeling that way many a time at that age. At this point, you might still be able to argue it was just Will mad he’s losing his best friend, but then that one line comes. “It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!” </p>
<p>This line could have been done in any number of other ways if the implication was anything other than Will is gay and has feelings for Mike (any maybe thought Mike might like him as well). Mike could have told Will he needs to grow up or that it’s not his fault Will doesn’t have a girlfriend. But, no, Will simply doesn’t like girls. Will’s reaction speaks volumes, despite him not being able to talk. Up to that point, Will had been jabbing Mike with accusations, but as soon as Mike says this he’s stone silent. Lips quivering and eyes watering, he stares at Mike in disbelief and fear. To his credit, Mike immediately realizes he crossed a line and softens his approach, something we never see him do when he fights with anyone else. The damage is done, however, and Will’s final words “I guess I did. I really did.” screamed of a breakup to me. Will thought it’d be him and Mike forever. He destroys Castle Byers in a rage, berating himself for being stupid. It’s no longer a safe haven for him, as it is filled with memories of his childhood. A childhood spent with Mike.</p>
<p>This whole scene is never addressed again by the two of them. Lucas is shut down in an attempted apology, and I saw this as Will not wanting an apology from him and not willing to discuss the situation. It still felt very aborted, as if that quick scene with Will and Lucas was meant to tell the audience that, nope, we’re not getting into that. He and Mike have no real significant interactions throughout the rest of the season, though Will is shown reacting negatively anytime Mike expresses his feelings for Eleven. Our attention is never really drawn to it, but it’s there. This takes us to the finale, where Mike’s goodbye to Will is oddly quick for friends as close as they were supposed to be. Mike expresses worry that Will would move on and replace him, and Will reassures him that such a thing would never happen. I like how they had Mike smile perhaps his most genuine smile of the season here, but it still felt odd. When they hug outside right before the end, it’s again quick and not indicative of the emotion that should be there. Will seems to linger in the hug a bit, but Mike staggers away to Eleven. Mike’s attention seems to be solely on Eleven as the Byers leave, though he glances back at the house that he shouldn’t really associate with her. The final scene is a near perfect mirror of Season 1 when he thought Will was dead. It was confusing, possibly intentionally so, but why? </p>
<p>Mr. Clark brings up apophenia when speaking with Joyce. It’s the tendency for humans to spot patterns where there are none. As humans, we like for there to be explanations for everything. There are no coincidences, we just haven’t figured out how things fit together. Part of me wonders if this whole line of conversation was targeted at fans, such as myself, who read too deeply into Mike and Will’s relationship, and possibly Will’s possibly homosexuality. I could understand how it could be used to cast doubt on Joyce’s fears. However, it ends up having no real bearing on the plot, as Joyce is relatively quickly shown to be correct in her suspicions. </p>
<p>In the end, I’m left to wonder if this whole idea of Will being gay, and possibly Mike and Will being subtextually written as a couple, was simply a case of apophenia. My empathy for Will and identification with him could have caused me to misinterpret things to fit my own personal experiences and unfulfilled adolescent wishes. The dissonance caused by what I thought and what I’m now seeing is what is causing my anger and disappointment. It’s having me relive what I felt so long ago where all I wanted was to see a boy like me happy on TV or in movies. I thought this was going to be what I never had, but, though we still have Season 4 yet to come, it looks like it was simply a case of seeing what we wanted to see. Still, the way they did it reeks of gay-baiting, and I feel used.</p>
</blockquote>
<p>I think Will being gay was a key part of S1 (could probably write a thesis on that) and that given he wouldn’t have realistically been out, they confirmed it as much as they were able. </p>
<p>The thing then is what were they to do when the show was renewed? It has proven to be more popular than anticipated, which was probably seen as incompatible with it being “the show about that gay kid”. </p>
<p>One option would have been for them to backtrack on his sexuality, which would have been easy, but they very definitely haven’t done that. What they seem to have chosen is to maintain his status as “could plausibly be gay but it’s not confirmed”.</p>
<p>As he gets older it gets easier to make him plausibly gay, but harder not to confirm it. Perhaps that’s why the S3 writing of him was a bit off. They almost literally had him say to Lucas that the writers couldn’t deal with it, so he was reduced to a background figure.</p>
<p>It could be they’re not quite sure what do with their gay boy yet, but the fact they didn’t take the easy way out in either S2 or S3 and make him straight suggests to me they fully intend to restore his importance to the plot and will have him come out. I’m guessing they will try to avoid doing this until the last season, whenever that is. </p>
</blockquote>
<p>Let me know if you decide to write that thesis. I’d love to take a look at your thoughts.</p>
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<blockquote>
<p>Can we talk about how quickly Mike chases after Will when realizing he can’t convince him to stay?</p>
<p>Like he doesn’t even stand still for 1 second he’s clambering past Lucas who hasn’t even had time to blink.</p>
<figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="438" data-orig-width="800"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8e03e2892110bfe9ea52ad30c24c6af9/03c0c9903a63800c-ec/s540x810/f44c1aa94341079c0829f01f958dde24fd879e73.jpg" data-orig-height="438" data-orig-width="800"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="438" data-orig-width="800"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bdf57b915f0e6ce0dd47168ee03385d8/03c0c9903a63800c-b1/s540x810/2add0f43fca3605a8872f6a6651bf86452bc857f.jpg" data-orig-height="438" data-orig-width="800"/></figure><p>But then Lucas doesn’t follow Mike up the stairs. It’s like he’s been spending the evening with a couple who are having an argument - he knows that whatever Will and Mike say to each other outside is between the two of them.<br/></p>
</blockquote>

<p>I did notice how Lucas stayed behind while Mike went after Will. It seemed like like Lucas knew Will was hurt with Mike’s rejection and not necessarily his so he didn’t follow Mike. </p>
</blockquote>
<p>t do think it’s worth mentioning that Lucas stayed in the basement. Any attempt to explain it is merely speculation, of course. Only the Duffers and the writers really know why scenes were done the way they were. However, Lucas and Mike were both being flippant about Will’s campaign. It’s reasonable to assume that the emphasis was meant to be on Mike and Will. Even when they go out to the Byers house, it’s mostly Mike trying to do the apologizing. When Lucas tries to apologize later, Will shuts him down. It’s again reasonable to assume that Mike, and only Mike, is the one Will is upset with. </p><p>What was the point of all this? I have no idea. It may well have simply been a cut story arc. Maybe they’re trying to prepare for something in Season 4. Regardless, a lot of this season had me wondering what they were thinking.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://clericbyers.tumblr.com/post/186333463519/just-wanted-to-point-out-this-article-about-the">clericbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/186327544818">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://clericbyers.tumblr.com/post/186327179639/just-wanted-to-point-out-this-article-about-the">clericbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>just wanted to point out <a href="https://www.theverge.com/2019/7/8/20686502/stranger-things-season-3-80s-pop-culture-mind-flayer-cold-war-russia-analysis">this article</a> about the social commentary in stranger things 3, because I see on Twitter at least a lot of people who, in my opinion, got the wrong message out of the propaganda in the show.</p><p>my favorite part of the article is probably this paragraph here:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="797"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/be2d410c3e4ca2684bb0f7c2d2a98d7a/b2ee599812e8cfd8-1e/s640x960/b3de8e4a4daadfdac39fde5d050304ee75e9cefd.jpg" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="797"/></figure></div><p>it’s something I kinda noticed when watching myself but I haven’t seen many people talking about it?? I see mostly just shipping talk here lol but anyway I think it’s good to read and understand someone else’s opinion on what more is being said in the story this season  (and also understand that stranger things is not just an 80s nostalgia fest but an 80s media piece).</p></blockquote><p>It&rsquo;s something I hadn&rsquo;t thought about in much detail&hellip;yet. Now you have my interest. I wonder if all of that product placement was an intentional commentary. It all seemed disgustingly blatant. </p></blockquote><p>I personally laughed at all of Erica and Lucas’ product placement speeches (capitalism and new Coke being the products), because it was so in your face and silly, I couldn’t take it seriously. It didn’t feel like propoganda for an audience like <i>me</i>—someone growing up in the 21st century—but propoganda for and audience in the 80s, which is humorous to me now 30 years out. Still it echoed a lot to sentiments still felt by people now, which is probably why others had such visceral reactions to hearing that American capitalism praise and new Coke promotion. It’s even funnier hearing that now because both products <i>fell threw</i>. 80s American capitalism and Reagonomics was a bust (seen possibly in how the mall gets destroyed while fighting the Mind Flayer) and new Coke didn’t catch on and was disgusting to many (as the Party explains to Lucas). The fact that these two promotions are coming from the black kids only makes it all the more ludicrous to me. Two black siblings growing up in rural conservative suburban Indiana (but still living well enough to not know the struggles that urban black kids face in gentrified neighborhoods), praising a system that is built around suppressing POC with a single mind of wanting get free ice cream for life (but the mall gets destroyed so her entire rant sounds silly in that aftermath) and drinking new Coke is so funny! It’s so goofy honestly, I love it; it was sardonic humor. And given how the “enemy” in ST3 is the same “enemy” promoted in American media now (USSR/Russia), that makes this season feel even more on the nose about the commentary.</p></blockquote>
<p>This lends to the idea that Season 3 is (accidentally?) farcical. There was a lot that really couldn’t be taken too seriously. Lucas went from caring, smart, and down-to-earth to a bland stereotype of American teenage boys in about 8 months. </p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://clericbyers.tumblr.com/post/186327179639/just-wanted-to-point-out-this-article-about-the">clericbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p>just wanted to point out <a href="https://www.theverge.com/2019/7/8/20686502/stranger-things-season-3-80s-pop-culture-mind-flayer-cold-war-russia-analysis">this article</a> about the social commentary in stranger things 3, because I see on Twitter at least a lot of people who, in my opinion, got the wrong message out of the propaganda in the show.</p><p>my favorite part of the article is probably this paragraph here:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="797"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/be2d410c3e4ca2684bb0f7c2d2a98d7a/b2ee599812e8cfd8-1e/s640x960/b3de8e4a4daadfdac39fde5d050304ee75e9cefd.jpg" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="797"/></figure></div><p>it’s something I kinda noticed when watching myself but I haven’t seen many people talking about it?? I see mostly just shipping talk here lol but anyway I think it’s good to read and understand someone else’s opinion on what more is being said in the story this season  (and also understand that stranger things is not just an 80s nostalgia fest but an 80s media piece).</p></blockquote>
<p>It&rsquo;s something I hadn&rsquo;t thought about in much detail&hellip;yet. Now you have my interest. I wonder if all of that product placement was an intentional commentary. It all seemed disgustingly blatant. </p>
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Body: <p>I see a lot of posts from people still convinced that Mike and Will are endgame for Stranger Things. I wish I shared that optimism, that hope. It would be amazing to see such a relationship portrayed on a show as popular as Stranger Things, especially between central characters. The reality is, though, that it won’t be, and it was never intended to be.</p><p>There are a lot of little things that people, including myself, saw as evidence supporting the idea that Will is being set up as being gay. This may yet be true, but unless they do a complete 180 on the direction of his character it’s unlikely to be fleshed out. Will was cast into the background in Season 3. If this potential story arc is to continue, it will be for the benefit of another character, rather than Will himself. It’s like how Robin had a dramatic coming out. As simultaneously heartwrenching and heartwarming that scene was, it didn’t really do much to enhance her character, but it did provide character growth for Steve when he easily accepted her for it. Should Will having a coming out moment, it would serve to provide a similar purpose, perhaps to show that Eleven still has a long way to go in understanding the world by having her confused both by the concept of homosexuality and the idea that people hate others for it.</p><p>Season 2 did a lot to pull the wool over our eyes. It was a giant tease, intentional or not. Mike and Will’s relationship took center stage, and the quality and quantity of affection they showed, particular Mike towards Will, seemed to support the idea of their eventual pairing. It’s just not to be though. As hackneyed as it is, Mike fell in love with El at first sight, and that love is somehow more intense than anything he’s built up with Will over 8 years. It was stated in Beyond Stranger Things that Mike needed someone to care for with Eleven gone. These are meant to be all of Mike’s feelings for Eleven projected towards Will. It’s a ridiculous idea, but it’s what the intent is. Crazy Together was not meant to be romantic for Mike and Will. Will may have taken it to heart, but when Mike said he felt like he was going crazy, he was still talking about his feelings for Eleven, not Will. If anything, his offer of Crazy Together to Will is a sign that he’s a substitute. Best Thing I’ve Ever Done still hits me everytime I see it, but keep in mind that as soon as Eleven comes back just moments later, Mike pretty much forgets all about Will.</p><p>I’m sorry, guys, but we’re not getting Mike and Will. Mike is more interested in someone he can’t hold a conversation with and barely knows anything about. It’s piss poor writing, yeah. In the real world, a relationship like this would be over quickly. This isn’t the real world though. The only thing real about it will be the heartbreak of a (possibly) gay character. That is, if they even bother to address that at all.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://clericbyers.tumblr.com/post/186317816519/gay-will-comphet-mike-and-growing-up">clericbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/186317008578">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://clericbyers.tumblr.com/post/186315471529/gay-will-comphet-mike-and-growing-up-this">clericbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>gay will, comphet + mike, and growing up</h1><p>this turned out to be LONG but here’s something I’ve been thinking about concerning Will, Mike, Castle Byers, D&amp;D, and the end of ST3.</p><p>I don’t think Will realizes his feelings for Mike <i>aren’t</i> friendship until that argument in 3x03. Or rather, it’s a special friendship, he obviously knows he feels differently but I don’t think he realizes what that different is until Mike throws it in his face. He goes on dates with Mike in the theater, comes home and professes he’s not gonna fall in love. Love is a grown up thing, he’s seen love hurt his mother repeatedly and complicate his friendships with Mike (and Lucas when he also refuses to play D&amp;D). He doesn’t want to grow up and fall in love because then he has to face what love is for himself and in turn, realize the feelings, the close unique friendship he has with Mike is in fact love.</p><p>While I don’t believe Mike <i>knows</i> Will is gay and was being homophobic, he most definitely points out a major difference between himself and Will: Will has shown no interest in girls unlike everyone else in the party. Will isn’t following the path to growing up like everyone else. He’s not getting a girlfriend to fall in love with and grow old together with. He’s not pulling away from the games they both use to hide in fantasy and escape the real world. Mike wants Will to grow up with him but poor traumatized Will <i>can’t</i>. He can’t face the next stage in his growing up story because it’s a deviant path that may cause him to lose his friends. He’s always had a different path and the Upside Down and his shadow walking powers (going between the Upside Down and our world without traveling through portal) proved that his childhood was never going to be the same as his friends.</p><p>When Mike asks if Will thought they were never gonna get girlfriends and simply continue playing games, he’s not just saying “did you think we were never gonna grow up,” he’s also saying that the <i>we, </i>the party, is supposed to move on from each other. Will suddenly realizes that Mike implies them not being together, not even just romantically but even as the close friends they are. I think it’s also important to see how Mike views romance too. His parents argue all the time, his dad essentially does nothing to help and his mom doesn’t even love Ted anymore (I mean she was completely ready to cheat on Ted with <i>Billy</i>, that’s basically the final straw). Karen is only in this marriage for her children. Mike sees no love there. He sees his sister sneaking boys into her room, forbidden teenage romance with spicy parental rebellion mixed in. Further forbidden love in a way with Nancy—the popular pretty girl with an image to maintain—falling for the “creep with the camera”. Mike knows all of this and mind you in s1, El looked a lot like a boy, so many people thought she was a boy with her androgynous looks. Mike still liked her anyway. Thought she was pretty with and without the wig. Looking like a girl and looking like a boy. She was forbidden (pre)teen romance with spicy parental rebellion mixed in. She was the weirdo with powers, powers to help get Will back. She fits right in to what Mike expects love to be like while also helping him save his best friend and in turn keep caring for and loving him. Will means a lot to Mike, maybe more than he realizes, but El is there to help him have Will and the next step of his romantic/teen life.</p><p>Back to Will and Mike’s garage argument though. Mike implying that he expected everyone to move on from each other kills every single possibility in Will’s mind that Mike might possibly, just maybe, be open to Will. And Will says, “yeah I guess I did,” which is heart breaking because he thought it would be them against the world, he thought he would never have to face the truth of his feelings but he has to now. Because Mike has brutally forced him to. “It’s not my fault you don’t like girls,” burns like nothing else. It <i>is</i> Mike’s fault.</p><p>So Will escapes to Castle Byers, which is his safe haven, a place to escape from the crushing weight of the real world. A place built after Lonnie left, a place full of pictures of his friends, of the people he loves, the people who protect him and saved him twice. And the ghostbusters picture hurts the most because that was the night Mike said they would go crazy together. And Will, poor traumatized and scared Will, was so stupid to think that meant something. To think he meant something more to Mike, who tossed “crazy together” away because growing up doesn’t include that. Being in love with each other is crazy, it’s not the proper path. And Mike, whether suppressing his feelings and being swayed by comp het or genuinely not having any romantic feelings for Will, is not willing to venture the deviant path with Will anymore. Not when he has safety with El. Will falls apart in the storm using the bat Lonnie had that symbolizes trying to “straighten” Will out. Will is trying to destroy his crush, his feelings for Mike. He’s calling himself stupid, calling Mike stupid, calling their friendship stupid. He’s not gonna fall in love, he’s not gonna let that stupid emotion ruin his life.</p><p>I also think Will refusing to talk about things with Lucas is because they really do have more important things at the moment. For Will to address the issue means confessing his secret about his sexuality, which could ruin his friendships and the party itself. They don’t have the time for that, Will has to put aside his feelings to keep the group together and defeat the part of the Mind Flayer still in this realm.</p><p>By the end when the Byers move out, Will has accepted his crush on Mike, which is part of the changes that are happening to the Party. I don’t know yet if the acceptance means he’s able to get over it or not; season 4 will let us know as distance often helps with getting over things like heartbreak and s4 is supposed to have a more Will centric storyline given he’s split from the others now. Mike might be realizing his own feelings here at the end (what with his utterly awkward confusion about El kissing him as if they were back together) but Will has already decided that it’s not gonna be a thing. He lets Mike have his safety in El and if he ever wants to take the deviant path, keep playing games, they can do so on Mike’s terms.</p><p>The games thing I wanna point out as important too. We know Mike and Will use D&amp;D to hide from the issues in their life. Mike hides from the bullying he faces and his arguing parents, Will hides from bullying and facing his sexuality issues. D&amp;D then comes to life when the Upside Down steals Will both in body and in mind. The game is real, there’s no escaping it. Mike and Will both take on their paladin and cleric roles in subtle but also obvious ways throughout s1 and s2. When Mike attempts to stop being a paladin, he “ruins the party”. When he gets his shit together and starts being a better leader and more understanding of his party’s importance, he slips back into his D&amp;D role. Mike is the Dungeon Master too, he creates the story, the campaign, the world the Party lives in. Will draws it out and brings it to life (literally if you wanna say he created the monsters of the Upside Down). When Mike stops crafting, Will picks up the pieces. But D&amp;D is a group game, you need a full party to survive. Fighting the Mind Flayer requires <i>everyone</i>. When everyone gathers at the mall, the campaign truly begins because now everyone is playing. The Mind Flayer in this world is dead but El’s powers are depleted, Will’s powers have yet to come to full fruition, and the Russians (as we learn) have at least one demogorgon. The campaign is still going on.</p><p>When Mike talks to El after the chat with Will, he says when she visits they’ll hang out and he includes Will and says they will play games and then he stops himself and says he sounds like he’s 7. Mike is trying so hard to be grown with El, but he associates games and youth with Will. He wants to play games with Will, he wants <i>that</i>—whatever that is—with Will but he can’t let himself have it because he’s not a kid anymore. If anything, Mike is so confused at the end while Will and El are both at comfort concerning their love lives. Will has accepted his feelings and moving away/on (he confidently flirts with Mike with the conversation about not joining another party) El has accepted she loves Mike too (she kisses him happily and is no longer mad at him for being an asshole), but Mike is discombobulated (shy and kinda flustered by will’s lingering gaze while confused by El’s kiss after he doesn’t remember saying he loves her).</p><p>Back to Will to close this out. Will may never find another party, he’ll never stop loving Mike, but he’s not going to be a love sick fool anymore. And maybe that is Will’s next step in growing up, accepting his sexuality and letting himself move on from childish infatuation—because Mike saved him repeatedly and kept taking care of him and staying close and touching him and <i>god</i>, it would be impossible for Will not to love him—to honest deep emotion, understanding that Mike isn’t at that stage yet, may never be, but he won’t tether his relationship with Mike to unrequited love. Hopefully in season 4 we get Will coming out to his folks, maybe having a high school romance of his own, before the inevitability that is the Upside Down reaches him in his new town.</p></blockquote><p>It’s nice to see I’m not the only one making long posts about this topic. I invite you to check out my own.</p><p>As for your points, I do think there’s a lot there to support what you say, but so much of it is simply up to interpretation. I wonder if that’s the intent, that some people will see Will as gay and he and Mike as dancing around feelings for each other, but others will see something else.</p><p>I hadn’t really considered the role Mike’s view of love might play on his actions. Yeah, he has a pretty bad example in his parents (though Ted seemed a boring, yet loving, father and husband this season). We never really get a sense as to how he feels about his parents, beyond typical parent/child interactions, so I try not to speculate too much on that. </p><p>Mike definitely does seem to be obsessed with being seen as mature. He clearly still does enjoy his more “childish” interests, and acts incredibly immature with Lucas (away from prying eyes, or so he thinks), and then he makes the comment about sounding like he’s 7 during his goodbye with El. It’s a tough age, one where we all like to think we’re grown, but don’t really want all the baggage that can come with it. </p><p>I struggle over the dichotomy of Mike’s goodbyes to El and Will. Will’s is brief and casual, almost shockingly so, but there’s an undercurrent of intimacy there. They seem to be using D&amp;D as a metaphor for their relationship, and they completely understand each other without having to say how they really feel. This is how I take it at least, and I just wrote a huge post myself on how our own experiences can cause us to possibly misinterpret things out of a desire for meaning to be there. I’m trying to not let myself get my hopes up. El’s goodbye is more in-depth, and they talk about El’s struggles with her lost powers and promise to talk to each other all the time and arrange visits. It’s also odd, like you say, with the unreturned kiss. Some people pin it on Mike being awkward, or surprised at her love declaration, but it’s clear to me that hadn’t been dating during the three month time skip, or he would have reacted positively at some point during or after the kiss. I can’t reconcile that reaction with two people who supposedly had been dating, given the makeout frenzy their relationship was shown to be. </p><p>Mike saying “It’s not my fault you don’t like girls” is such a specific way to get his point across that I can’t help but think it’s intentional. Whether Mike himself knows or suspects Will may be gay, he says that to allow for Will’s anger and frustration to evolve into anguish and despair. He stops lobbing accusations at Mike at this point, and resorts to holding back tears. Again, this is where we risk allowing our own experiences to read into something that isn’t intended. At the very least, though, I believe the writers are encouraging this interpretation, regardless of whether it’s intended to be true, in order to create buzz. If that’s the case, it’s gay baiting and it would ruin an otherwise good show for me.</p><p>I’d be shocked if they don’t go all in on Mike and El given how they’re going so far. It’s in the marketing, the supplemental materials, and interviews. The most we’ve gotten has been a mention of Mike and Will’s relationship in Beyond Stranger Things after Season 2. We get a comment about how Mike is so protective of Will because he needs someone to take care of in El’s absence. This is so unbelievably infuriating to me, as I have trouble accepting that Mike cares more about a girl he’d known for a week at the time, and who has been gone for nearly a year, than the friend he’s had since kindergarten. The power El has to make Mike forget Will is so intense that my biggest tinfoil hat, no proof whatsoever theory is that El has (unintentionally/unknowingly) psychically imprinted on Mike.It’s a baseless theory of course, especially considering she’s never shown anything resembling mind control.</p><p>I’d love to go the route of Mike repressing feelings for Will, but there’s just not enough to go on. Will, on the other hand, is so heavily gay coded that not making him gay at this point would be gay baiting and a copout. It would be hard to give Will a male romantic partner. Even if they move to a big city, the 80s were not kind in that regard. What I wouldn’t mind to see is some Will and El bonding considering we’ve yet to see him interact with the girl who has twice helped save him. El would likely be a safe confidant, as growing up away from larger society would free her from bigotry. Will could come out to her, and she would be more likely to be curious or confused than judgmental or hateful. That could make for an interesting call with Mike since she probably wouldn’t understand not to tell him. Not that I expect the writers to do this, of course.</p></blockquote><p>ahh I’m very glad to read your own input and view about things for sure!! I said this in the tags kinda but I’m not sure about Mike’s own sexuality issues being “canon” myself, I totally see Mike and El working things out regardless. My post leans toward the idea that Mike and Will are dancing around feelings for each other (because I can’t help but get my hopes up a little) but I also believe that it’s not that way for Mike, pulling away from fanon to consider what could really <i>be</i> canon. Either way works and is very open for interpretation like you said, which is nice!</p><p>I’m skipping around with my replies here but I wanted to comment on El psychically imprinting on Mike, which could be a thing? Baseless so far like you said but honestly I can agree with that if just to ease the fact Mike puts her over someone he’s known for 2/3 his life. It’s just , interesting to see him being so disregarding toward the rest of his friends and Will especially for someone he knew for a week and then some. Like&hellip;the comment about him coddling Will just because El isn’t there is absurd.</p><p>The difference between the goodbyes also strikes me as important to note. I like what you said about D&amp;D being their metaphor for their friendship, and how Mike and El talk more, discuss more between themselves and about themselves. I also don’t think they got back together in the three months since the break up so he’s just genuinely surprised because he thought they weren’t a thing and weren’t going to continue to be a thing. Like he had kinda accepted it was over. That awkward kiss is also kinda open for interpretation I suppose, and I do try not to get hopes up or infer too much but man Mike’s face during and after the kiss just screams confusion and disblief and just “why did she say/do that” because it’s over not because he can’t believe she loves him back.</p><p>Concerning Mike’s comment, I don’t mean that he didn’t have any ill intention, obviously while arguing he was trying to get a rise out of Will after Will called the girl he loves stupid. He was trying to call Will different and anger him by point it out, which is a complete dick move. But yeah I still don’t think he <i>knows</i>, and was just trying to get that rise rather than anything more potent than that. Which is then where interpretation comes in a lot because we all take his comment about girls to then mean Will is gay and that could be it and it could not be it, we don’t know until it’s explicitly stated in context without subtext. And it certainly gets people open to the idea if they haven’t read the subtext and coding and come to that conclusion already. But a lot of talk about Will’s sexuality will always be shoved aside as subtext and fanon speculation until it’s explicitly stated and addressed, so any comment any character makes that we can take as confirmation isn’t , quite so until Will says so himself.</p><p>(oof and by romance of his own for Will I mean maybe another crush for confirmation that he <i>is</i> gay not just conflating his close friendship with Mike for romantic affection. I highly doubt he would end up with a boyfriend if just because of the times and his own issues I mean the Upside Down still exists, the monsters still exist, bringing someone new into that on top of the whole mess of alternate paranormal dimensions is just, well, crazy. But hey, anything goes. The season ended pretty, well, weirdly ambiguous and allowing for so much discussion and talk about what’s next. Wherever the Byers move to, big city small town, less conservative or just as much as Hawkins, is up for grabs and introduces a whole new place for a new story now that Hawkins isn’t the center anymore.)</p><p>I didn’t mention this but El and Will bonding is what I’m looking forward to so much in ST4!! I was really hoping for it in ST3, what after 2 seasons already of them never really interacting because one was in the upside down while the other wasn’t. I think El will be good for Will not just in terms of having someone to confide in with his sexuality given she grew up away from such bigotry, but also his potential powers and helping her get hers back and whatnot. It’s definitely a relationship there that should be explored more and with Mike out the way, physically and maybe a little emotionally too because of the distance, they can grow closer.</p><p>Anyway!! Thanks for the reply I really do like your points and appreciate your comments!~ I’ll definitely check out some more of your posts about the way the season went heh </p></blockquote>
<p>Will with powers is something I’d absolutely love to see, but I feel like they missed their best opportunity to start that. Having him dress as Will the Wise, proclaiming he’s seen the future, was such a tease to me. I thought he’d be the one to save Mike from Billy since El was already overpowered, but they just had her get up as if it never happened. They at least could have had “mysterious” things happen and find a way to subtly hint that it was Will instead of El. Instead, all we got was a portable Mindflayer alarm. Will was criminally underutilized all season, to the point that I felt they were trying to de-emphasize him after he was central in Season 2. I was talking to a friend of mine about how I thought he was the main character, but my friend said he saw Will basically as a plot device instead of a character. I’m starting to worry that my friend is right. It’d be a shame since Will is my favorite character.</p><p>Thanks for reading my thoughts. I tend to get very wordy and analytical. It’s the counselor in me.</p>
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Body: <p><a class="tumblr_blog" href="https://clericbyers.tumblr.com/post/186315471529/gay-will-comphet-mike-and-growing-up-this">clericbyers</a>:</p><blockquote><h1>gay will, comphet + mike, and growing up</h1><p>this turned out to be LONG but here’s something I’ve been thinking about concerning Will, Mike, Castle Byers, D&amp;D, and the end of ST3.</p><p>I don’t think Will realizes his feelings for Mike <i>aren’t</i> friendship until that argument in 3x03. Or rather, it’s a special friendship, he obviously knows he feels differently but I don’t think he realizes what that different is until Mike throws it in his face. He goes on dates with Mike in the theater, comes home and professes he’s not gonna fall in love. Love is a grown up thing, he’s seen love hurt his mother repeatedly and complicate his friendships with Mike (and Lucas when he also refuses to play D&amp;D). He doesn’t want to grow up and fall in love because then he has to face what love is for himself and in turn, realize the feelings, the close unique friendship he has with Mike is in fact love.</p><p>While I don’t believe Mike <i>knows</i> Will is gay and was being homophobic, he most definitely points out a major difference between himself and Will: Will has shown no interest in girls unlike everyone else in the party. Will isn’t following the path to growing up like everyone else. He’s not getting a girlfriend to fall in love with and grow old together with. He’s not pulling away from the games they both use to hide in fantasy and escape the real world. Mike wants Will to grow up with him but poor traumatized Will <i>can’t</i>. He can’t face the next stage in his growing up story because it’s a deviant path that may cause him to lose his friends. He’s always had a different path and the Upside Down and his shadow walking powers (going between the Upside Down and our world without traveling through portal) proved that his childhood was never going to be the same as his friends.</p><p>When Mike asks if Will thought they were never gonna get girlfriends and simply continue playing games, he’s not just saying “did you think we were never gonna grow up,” he’s also saying that the <i>we, </i>the party, is supposed to move on from each other. Will suddenly realizes that Mike implies them not being together, not even just romantically but even as the close friends they are. I think it’s also important to see how Mike views romance too. His parents argue all the time, his dad essentially does nothing to help and his mom doesn’t even love Ted anymore (I mean she was completely ready to cheat on Ted with <i>Billy</i>, that’s basically the final straw). Karen is only in this marriage for her children. Mike sees no love there. He sees his sister sneaking boys into her room, forbidden teenage romance with spicy parental rebellion mixed in. Further forbidden love in a way with Nancy—the popular pretty girl with an image to maintain—falling for the “creep with the camera”. Mike knows all of this and mind you in s1, El looked a lot like a boy, so many people thought she was a boy with her androgynous looks. Mike still liked her anyway. Thought she was pretty with and without the wig. Looking like a girl and looking like a boy. She was forbidden (pre)teen romance with spicy parental rebellion mixed in. She was the weirdo with powers, powers to help get Will back. She fits right in to what Mike expects love to be like while also helping him save his best friend and in turn keep caring for and loving him. Will means a lot to Mike, maybe more than he realizes, but El is there to help him have Will and the next step of his romantic/teen life.</p><p>Back to Will and Mike’s garage argument though. Mike implying that he expected everyone to move on from each other kills every single possibility in Will’s mind that Mike might possibly, just maybe, be open to Will. And Will says, “yeah I guess I did,” which is heart breaking because he thought it would be them against the world, he thought he would never have to face the truth of his feelings but he has to now. Because Mike has brutally forced him to. “It’s not my fault you don’t like girls,” burns like nothing else. It <i>is</i> Mike’s fault.</p><p>So Will escapes to Castle Byers, which is his safe haven, a place to escape from the crushing weight of the real world. A place built after Lonnie left, a place full of pictures of his friends, of the people he loves, the people who protect him and saved him twice. And the ghostbusters picture hurts the most because that was the night Mike said they would go crazy together. And Will, poor traumatized and scared Will, was so stupid to think that meant something. To think he meant something more to Mike, who tossed “crazy together” away because growing up doesn’t include that. Being in love with each other is crazy, it’s not the proper path. And Mike, whether suppressing his feelings and being swayed by comp het or genuinely not having any romantic feelings for Will, is not willing to venture the deviant path with Will anymore. Not when he has safety with El. Will falls apart in the storm using the bat Lonnie had that symbolizes trying to “straighten” Will out. Will is trying to destroy his crush, his feelings for Mike. He’s calling himself stupid, calling Mike stupid, calling their friendship stupid. He’s not gonna fall in love, he’s not gonna let that stupid emotion ruin his life.</p><p>I also think Will refusing to talk about things with Lucas is because they really do have more important things at the moment. For Will to address the issue means confessing his secret about his sexuality, which could ruin his friendships and the party itself. They don’t have the time for that, Will has to put aside his feelings to keep the group together and defeat the part of the Mind Flayer still in this realm.</p><p>By the end when the Byers move out, Will has accepted his crush on Mike, which is part of the changes that are happening to the Party. I don’t know yet if the acceptance means he’s able to get over it or not; season 4 will let us know as distance often helps with getting over things like heartbreak and s4 is supposed to have a more Will centric storyline given he’s split from the others now. Mike might be realizing his own feelings here at the end (what with his utterly awkward confusion about El kissing him as if they were back together) but Will has already decided that it’s not gonna be a thing. He lets Mike have his safety in El and if he ever wants to take the deviant path, keep playing games, they can do so on Mike’s terms.</p><p>The games thing I wanna point out as important too. We know Mike and Will use D&amp;D to hide from the issues in their life. Mike hides from the bullying he faces and his arguing parents, Will hides from bullying and facing his sexuality issues. D&amp;D then comes to life when the Upside Down steals Will both in body and in mind. The game is real, there’s no escaping it. Mike and Will both take on their paladin and cleric roles in subtle but also obvious ways throughout s1 and s2. When Mike attempts to stop being a paladin, he “ruins the party”. When he gets his shit together and starts being a better leader and more understanding of his party’s importance, he slips back into his D&amp;D role. Mike is the Dungeon Master too, he creates the story, the campaign, the world the Party lives in. Will draws it out and brings it to life (literally if you wanna say he created the monsters of the Upside Down). When Mike stops crafting, Will picks up the pieces. But D&amp;D is a group game, you need a full party to survive. Fighting the Mind Flayer requires <i>everyone</i>. When everyone gathers at the mall, the campaign truly begins because now everyone is playing. The Mind Flayer in this world is dead but El’s powers are depleted, Will’s powers have yet to come to full fruition, and the Russians (as we learn) have at least one demogorgon. The campaign is still going on.</p><p>When Mike talks to El after the chat with Will, he says when she visits they’ll hang out and he includes Will and says they will play games and then he stops himself and says he sounds like he’s 7. Mike is trying so hard to be grown with El, but he associates games and youth with Will. He wants to play games with Will, he wants <i>that</i>—whatever that is—with Will but he can’t let himself have it because he’s not a kid anymore. If anything, Mike is so confused at the end while Will and El are both at comfort concerning their love lives. Will has accepted his feelings and moving away/on (he confidently flirts with Mike with the conversation about not joining another party) El has accepted she loves Mike too (she kisses him happily and is no longer mad at him for being an asshole), but Mike is discombobulated (shy and kinda flustered by will’s lingering gaze while confused by El’s kiss after he doesn’t remember saying he loves her).</p><p>Back to Will to close this out. Will may never find another party, he’ll never stop loving Mike, but he’s not going to be a love sick fool anymore. And maybe that is Will’s next step in growing up, accepting his sexuality and letting himself move on from childish infatuation—because Mike saved him repeatedly and kept taking care of him and staying close and touching him and <i>god</i>, it would be impossible for Will not to love him—to honest deep emotion, understanding that Mike isn’t at that stage yet, may never be, but he won’t tether his relationship with Mike to unrequited love. Hopefully in season 4 we get Will coming out to his folks, maybe having a high school romance of his own, before the inevitability that is the Upside Down reaches him in his new town.</p></blockquote>
<p>It’s nice to see I’m not the only one making long posts about this topic. I invite you to check out my own.</p><p>As for your points, I do think there’s a lot there to support what you say, but so much of it is simply up to interpretation. I wonder if that’s the intent, that some people will see Will as gay and he and Mike as dancing around feelings for each other, but others will see something else.</p><p>I hadn’t really considered the role Mike’s view of love might play on his actions. Yeah, he has a pretty bad example in his parents (though Ted seemed a boring, yet loving, father and husband this season). We never really get a sense as to how he feels about his parents, beyond typical parent/child interactions, so I try not to speculate too much on that. </p><p>Mike definitely does seem to be obsessed with being seen as mature. He clearly still does enjoy his more “childish” interests, and acts incredibly immature with Lucas (away from prying eyes, or so he thinks), and then he makes the comment about sounding like he’s 7 during his goodbye with El. It’s a tough age, one where we all like to think we’re grown, but don’t really want all the baggage that can come with it. </p><p>I struggle over the dichotomy of Mike’s goodbyes to El and Will. Will’s is brief and casual, almost shockingly so, but there’s an undercurrent of intimacy there. They seem to be using D&amp;D as a metaphor for their relationship, and they completely understand each other without having to say how they really feel. This is how I take it at least, and I just wrote a huge post myself on how our own experiences can cause us to possibly misinterpret things out of a desire for meaning to be there. I’m trying to not let myself get my hopes up. El’s goodbye is more in-depth, and they talk about El’s struggles with her lost powers and promise to talk to each other all the time and arrange visits. It’s also odd, like you say, with the unreturned kiss. Some people pin it on Mike being awkward, or surprised at her love declaration, but it’s clear to me that hadn’t been dating during the three month time skip, or he would have reacted positively at some point during or after the kiss. I can’t reconcile that reaction with two people who supposedly had been dating, given the makeout frenzy their relationship was shown to be. </p><p>Mike saying “It’s not my fault you don’t like girls” is such a specific way to get his point across that I can’t help but think it’s intentional. Whether Mike himself knows or suspects Will may be gay, he says that to allow for Will’s anger and frustration to evolve into anguish and despair. He stops lobbing accusations at Mike at this point, and resorts to holding back tears. Again, this is where we risk allowing our own experiences to read into something that isn’t intended. At the very least, though, I believe the writers are encouraging this interpretation, regardless of whether it’s intended to be true, in order to create buzz. If that’s the case, it’s gay baiting and it would ruin an otherwise good show for me.</p><p>I’d be shocked if they don’t go all in on Mike and El given how they’re going so far. It’s in the marketing, the supplemental materials, and interviews. The most we’ve gotten has been a mention of Mike and Will’s relationship in Beyond Stranger Things after Season 2. We get a comment about how Mike is so protective of Will because he needs someone to take care of in El’s absence. This is so unbelievably infuriating to me, as I have trouble accepting that Mike cares more about a girl he’d known for a week at the time, and who has been gone for nearly a year, than the friend he’s had since kindergarten. The power El has to make Mike forget Will is so intense that my biggest tinfoil hat, no proof whatsoever theory is that El has (unintentionally/unknowingly) psychically imprinted on Mike.It’s a baseless theory of course, especially considering she’s never shown anything resembling mind control.</p><p>I’d love to go the route of Mike repressing feelings for Will, but there’s just not enough to go on. Will, on the other hand, is so heavily gay coded that not making him gay at this point would be gay baiting and a copout. It would be hard to give Will a male romantic partner. Even if they move to a big city, the 80s were not kind in that regard. What I wouldn’t mind to see is some Will and El bonding considering we’ve yet to see him interact with the girl who has twice helped save him. El would likely be a safe confidant, as growing up away from larger society would free her from bigotry. Will could come out to her, and she would be more likely to be curious or confused than judgmental or hateful. That could make for an interesting call with Mike since she probably wouldn’t understand not to tell him. Not that I expect the writers to do this, of course.</p>
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Body: <p>I’ve been struggling with my own feelings since finishing Stranger Things 3. Curiously, I find myself being overcome with rage and disappointment, which isn’t how one is usually meant to feel about a TV show. It wasn’t a bad season by any means, though I do think it was the weakest of the three so far. The one biggest point I find myself stuck on is the treatment of Will Byers, not just as a character, but as a reflection of my own experiences and feelings. Identification happens all the time when we engage with fiction. Sometimes we are meant to do so, while other times it is due to how we interpret otherwise ambiguous aspects of a character or story. It’s an aspect of empathy, as we’re feeling the emotions (or at least what we believe to be the emotions) of a character.<br/><br/> I identified with Will back in Season 1. It looked like they were building, slowly, but surely, towards Will being gay, and I let myself build this idea that his struggles with the Upside Down and the Mindflayer were a metaphor for him coming to terms with these feelings he had for his best friend. I saw the Upside Down as an allegory for being in the closet. A dark, lonely, scary version of the real world. I don’t know if Barb was meant to be seen as a lesbian, but I latched onto that as support for my theory. It was after being left alone by Nancy that she is captured and killed by the Demogorgon. She felt alone and rejected, and subsequently was consumed by the despair that comes with hiding. Will, however, was able to get out due to the overwhelming love and support of his friends and family. Was I wrong to make this assumption? Possibly. Then Season 2 happened, and I don’t know what else we were meant to think.</p><p>For reasons we never really find out, at least in the show itself, Will finds himself being stalked by the Mindflayer roughly a year after escaping the Upside Down. This creature wants Will, and apparently only Will. The simple explanation, I suppose, is that it wants what it sees to be his. Will got away, the Mindflayer isn’t ok with that, and this all ensures that our main cast are at the center of the story. I read into it deeper though, which was probably a mistake. This happens during an election year, and Reagan signs are prominently displayed. The AIDS crisis was in full swing, and still mainly seen as a gay disease. Will still doesn’t feel safe, and doesn’t even fully understand how he feels. He flashes back into the Upside Down, feeling targeted and watched. Mike is generally able to pull him back out, and Will seems to seek out the safety of his best friend. Mike is the only one he trusts. Mike is safety, comfort, and unconditional love. He’s special, at least to Will. </p><p>It is again love that saves Will. Joyce, Johnathan, and Mike get through to Will by sharing stories meant to express how they feel about Will. Joyce loves her son, and is proud of his rainbow ship. This was unnecessarily specific if it wasn’t meant to be gay coding. Johnathan shares the building of Castle Byers, Will’s safe haven, after their dad left, The same dad who would call Will a fag. We see Will start to waver, ever so slightly, as they start to reach him, but the kicker is when Mike starts. Mike shares the story of when they first met. He remembers it in surprising detail, and it’s the oldest memory out of the three so far mentioned. Mike is barely keeping himself together as he relates walking up to Will on the first day of kindergarten. He’s so overwhelmed by the memory himself, repeating that Will said yes to being his friend, as if he cherished it immeasurably, and goes on to say it was the best thing he’s ever done. Despite the Mindflayer’s control, Will himself is barely holding back tears at this moment and we see emotion on his face for the first time since being fully possessed. He’s able to start with the morse code. Mike is the one who ultimately broke through. I read this as him being the single most important person in Will’s life, but was it that, or was it simply that he was the last to speak? It’s hard to tell the intent here, especially as Mike’s attention leaves Will as soon as Eleven returns shortly thereafter. All we’re left with is a look at Mike when Will is asked to dance, and his fake smile faltering as he glances at Mike dancing with Eleven. More curious decisions that could be something, or may be nothing.</p><p>This brings us to Season 3, where my confusion, annoyance, and anger boil over more with each episode. We start with scenes that I felt did a good job showing an emotional conflict set up by the end of Season 2: how does Mike find room for both Will and Eleven? Mike is shown obsessively attached to Eleven, which is reasonable given his age and his fear of losing her again, and we also see him going to the movies with Will, Lucas, and Max. The latter scene is oddly double-date like, to the point where they don’t sit together, putting Mike and Will separate from Lucas and Max as if to highlight the two separate couples. Lucas and Max get some playful banter in (pretty much the last we see of their relationship this season), and Mike is shown still harboring concern for Will. I found it odd when Mike asked if Will was ok, as Will hadn’t really done anything unusual. The suggestion, at least to me, was that Mike is still paying close attention to Will, and this made sense, as he would have a fear of losing Will the same as he does with Eleven. After this we see Will mope over the amount of time Mike spends with Eleven, but he has no complaints about his other friends. His obsession over D&amp;D is over the top and jarring, and very much out of character. He’s a fully fleshed out character with multiple interests, but all he wants to do is D&amp;D, why? I don’t really have a great answer for that beyond it being bad writing just to set up a later scene. That brings us to their fight, which fully ignited my hopes that they’d continue this build-up.</p><p>Will loses it when Mike and Lucas seem to mock his campaign. They don’t really dislike it, they just aren’t engaged due to girl troubles. His anger, though, seems focused on Mike. Will feels betrayed, and laments his loss of the Party due to girls, but he never blames anyone but Mike, even though Lucas and Dustin are similarly focused on girls. He calls El a “stupid girl”, and that wouldn’t be unusual given the situation had we been shown any interactions between El and Will or given exposition to inform us that the two of them get along. Indeed, I got the impression that Will still hasn’t had any meaningful interactions with her, since it’s implied she’s constantly with Mike and only Mike. The only time we see her out with the Party, before the crisis begins anyway, Mike bails with her very quickly. Will resents El. She’s stealing Mike away from him. That’s how I saw it anyway, and I remember feeling that way many a time at that age. At this point, you might still be able to argue it was just Will mad he’s losing his best friend, but then that one line comes. “It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!” </p><p>This line could have been done in any number of other ways if the implication was anything other than Will is gay and has feelings for Mike (any maybe thought Mike might like him as well). Mike could have told Will he needs to grow up or that it’s not his fault Will doesn’t have a girlfriend. But, no, Will simply doesn’t like girls. Will’s reaction speaks volumes, despite him not being able to talk. Up to that point, Will had been jabbing Mike with accusations, but as soon as Mike says this he’s stone silent. Lips quivering and eyes watering, he stares at Mike in disbelief and fear. To his credit, Mike immediately realizes he crossed a line and softens his approach, something we never see him do when he fights with anyone else. The damage is done, however, and Will’s final words “I guess I did. I really did.” screamed of a breakup to me. Will thought it’d be him and Mike forever. He destroys Castle Byers in a rage, berating himself for being stupid. It’s no longer a safe haven for him, as it is filled with memories of his childhood. A childhood spent with Mike.</p><p>This whole scene is never addressed again by the two of them. Lucas is shut down in an attempted apology, and I saw this as Will not wanting an apology from him and not willing to discuss the situation. It still felt very aborted, as if that quick scene with Will and Lucas was meant to tell the audience that, nope, we’re not getting into that. He and Mike have no real significant interactions throughout the rest of the season, though Will is shown reacting negatively anytime Mike expresses his feelings for Eleven. Our attention is never really drawn to it, but it’s there. This takes us to the finale, where Mike’s goodbye to Will is oddly quick for friends as close as they were supposed to be. Mike expresses worry that Will would move on and replace him, and Will reassures him that such a thing would never happen. I like how they had Mike smile perhaps his most genuine smile of the season here, but it still felt odd. When they hug outside right before the end, it’s again quick and not indicative of the emotion that should be there. Will seems to linger in the hug a bit, but Mike staggers away to Eleven. Mike’s attention seems to be solely on Eleven as the Byers leave, though he glances back at the house that he shouldn’t really associate with her. The final scene is a near perfect mirror of Season 1 when he thought Will was dead. It was confusing, possibly intentionally so, but why? </p><p>Mr. Clark brings up apophenia when speaking with Joyce. It’s the tendency for humans to spot patterns where there are none. As humans, we like for there to be explanations for everything. There are no coincidences, we just haven’t figured out how things fit together. Part of me wonders if this whole line of conversation was targeted at fans, such as myself, who read too deeply into Mike and Will’s relationship, and possibly Will’s possibly homosexuality. I could understand how it could be used to cast doubt on Joyce’s fears. However, it ends up having no real bearing on the plot, as Joyce is relatively quickly shown to be correct in her suspicions. </p><p>In the end, I’m left to wonder if this whole idea of Will being gay, and possibly Mike and Will being subtextually written as a couple, was simply a case of apophenia. My empathy for Will and identification with him could have caused me to misinterpret things to fit my own personal experiences and unfulfilled adolescent wishes. The dissonance caused by what I thought and what I’m now seeing is what is causing my anger and disappointment. It’s having me relive what I felt so long ago where all I wanted was to see a boy like me happy on TV or in movies. I thought this was going to be what I never had, but, though we still have Season 4 yet to come, it looks like it was simply a case of seeing what we wanted to see. Still, the way they did it reeks of gay-baiting, and I feel used.</p>
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Body: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/186282441618/it-got-me-ok-now-im-shook-because-will-byers" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote>
<p><a href="https://it-got-me.tumblr.com/post/186279303434/ok-now-im-shook-because-will-byers-looks-like" class="tumblr_blog">it-got-me</a>:</p>
<blockquote>
<p>ok now I’m shook because Will Byers looks like Bastian from Neverending Story complete with bowl cut and not quite sure if the Duffers just thought it was a cool song or if they’re saying something about Will’s role in the whole thing, especially with the D&amp;D plots he was involved with foreshadowing what actually happened with the demogorgon and the mindflayer.</p>
<figure data-orig-width="500" data-orig-height="500" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/41edabe688c12361d8be1b3c088ae8b6/abff4a02a09ecd86-fd/s540x810/443fb096cf2a68999823bc371115bdef15e89170.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="500" data-orig-height="500"/></figure></blockquote>
<p><b>OK! But now I’m even more positive my theory</b> about how El  made the upside down/demorgorgans and Will created the mindflayer and demodogs- is true! And how it’s not only an allegory for Will and El’s (cannon) ptsd, trauma, fears, pain, and darker intrusive thoughts (but because of their powers), it’s become a physical manifestation (with a life of it’s own). The demorgogans represent the “bad men/dr. brenner”, and the upside down represents her loneliness/isolation. The demodogs (represent Will’s dead dog),  and the Mindflayer/shadow monster and vines (represents his ptsd &amp; Lonnie). And in s3 the Mindflayer is motivated by memories of Lonnie, Will’s d&amp;d story, and any dark intrusive thought Will has ever had about EL. Will &amp; El have a psychic connection, and the darker manifestations from their thoughts are (unintentionally and unbeknownst to them) causing a cycle of torment on each other (until they bond and confront their trauma, begin to heal and face these figurative demons so they can defeat the literal monsters together). Theory <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/186223976263/will-created-the-mindflayer-theory-revisited">here</a>, and supplemental post <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/186257522188/ooh-ooh-ooh-i-have-more-to-add-so-season-1-els">here</a>.</p>
<h2>I didn’t watch the film but I read a summary and it goes well with my analysis.<i> </i>
</h2>
<p><i>“<b>Bastian (Will) </b>a shy and outcast bibliophile (loves books/stories… d&amp;d)  raised by a single parent, teased by bullies from school. The book Bastian reads describes the fantasy world of Fantasia which is slowly being devoured by a malevolent force called “<b>The Nothing (the upside down- the Duffers originally called it ‘the nether’).</b> </i></p>
<p><i>The protagonist of the book’s story <b>Atreyu (El)</b> is perplexed by, a mirror that shows the viewer’s true self, revealing a boy who Bastian recognizes as himself!</i></p>
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<figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="340" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/026eb1221a4f5c5d393d3b6e4e669072/1b01fa30d074c579-e4/s540x810/6b03c0d6b6ef0915f64c5d6fee833ddd90d6ab21.gif" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="340"/></figure><p><i>An Empress in the story later tells Bastian (Will) that as he follows Atreyu’s (El’s) story,<b> &ldquo;others” (the rest of the st cast)</b> are following Bastian’s (Will’s), making this part of the neverending story.”</i></p>
<p><i><br/></i></p>
<p>gif credit : quenincrimson, michael-hearteyes-wheeler, m0nituse</p>
</blockquote>
<p>I love the theory, along with just about all your others. I fear you (and I) are looking  too deep into this, though. The Duffers love their references and foreshadowing, but can we really expect this to end up as anything else but a (good) fan theory? I’m not sure I trust the Duffers storytelling ability after season 3.<br/><br/>Still, please keep sharing your theories. I’m finding them more intriguing than the show itself right now.</p>
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Body: <p>I have a tendency to overanalyze things, particularly people, real and fictional. I suppose it comes with the territory of being a counselor. In real life, you can’t prove a negative. The absence of evidence is not the evidence of absence. In fiction, however, we see exactly what we’re meant to see. The omissions, in this case, have merit in discussions. While any conclusions are merely speculation, they are not to be disregarded out of hand. There are a few conspicuous omissions from Season 3 that I believe will have an impact on Season 4.<br/><br/>1) Let’s get the Hopper/American thing out of the way. Yes, I believe Hopper is alive. Stranger Things has never shied away from showing a character die, no matter how gruesome. We watch Benny get shot, we see Barb’s consumed body, we watch Bob get devoured, we see Billy get impaled, we watch Alexei get shot, and that doesn’t even go into the nameless background characters who are shown dying. We never see Hopper die. The machine is shown reducing others to goop, but not Hopper. He’s simply there before Joyce looks down, and then he’s gone when she looks up. Where is he and how he got there remains to be seen. I hope he’s not the American the Russians have, because it seems too obvious that it’s what they want us to think, and I’d have questions as to how he was captured and snuck back to Russia.<br/><br/>2) Mike and Will’s fight was never resolved. This bugged me for a couple reasons. First, it’s rather out of character for them to let this simmer. They show Lucas try to apologize for the campaign fiasco, which Will shuts down, and it’s the last we ever hear about it. The fight goes beyond Mike dissing the campaign though. They depicted a rupture in Mike and Will’s relationship, only to never address it again. They seem to be on good terms at the end, but I came out of it feeling like there was a lot of dramatic buildup with no resolution. They must have future plans for this. That or it’s just bad writing.<br/><br/>3) Similarly, Mike and Eleven get no resolution. I don’t care what the fangirls say, Mike’s behavior during their goodbye was not that of a boyfriend. His confusion was blatantly evident. I can buy him awkwardly attempting to avoid talking about the grocery store conversation out of embarrassment, since it seems they’ve not been a couple for the past three months. But once she said she loved him and kissed him, his demeanor should have changed. Again, this was either something they plan to use for Season 4, or just bad writing. The actors are too good to screw up a scene like this.</p><p>4) Will’s role was baffling small this season. This one is where I go a bit far into speculation. Will’s role will be more central in Season 4. I get the sense they’re building to Will having powers, whether inherent or by virtue of his contact with the Upside Down/Mindflayer. I was genuinely surprised they didn’t do that this season. When Billy overpowered Eleven and was attacking Mike, I thought for sure Will would be the one to save him. It was weird for Eleven to just get back up and then overpower Billy. With Eleven now not having powers, it could be up to Will to save the day.</p><p>5) We never find out what happened to El’s powers. She’s overexerted her powers before and needed rest, but not like this. This one is pretty much a typical cliffhanger to have us wondering if/when she’ll get her powers back. It’s also a convenient plot device to keep her from locating Hopper, though, since she thinks he’s dead, she doesn’t have much reason to try. If she had any suspicion, she’d surely try to do it just as she tried to grab the bear off the shelf. She’s either infected from the bite and it’s suppressing her powers, or the thing she yanked out of her took her powers with it somehow. I’d actually be annoyed if she just randomly got her powers back with no explanation. She’s already been inconsistent with her power levels in order to both build suspense and solve the present problem. Let her learn to be a regular person, and make her powers be a journey if she is to regain them.<br/><br/>Please feel free to comment and/or share your own theories.</p>
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Body: <p>Relationships have been shown to be a big part of Stranger Things from the beginning. In Season 1, we’re treated to The Party’s unique dynamic, Nancy’s rocky romance with Steve, Joyce’s interactions with her ex-husband, and Johnathan and Will’s brotherly bonding. We are also introduced to Eleven, who more or less instantly bonds with Mike. These relationships allow us to get to know the characters in a more intimate way, and help drive the narrative.<br/><br/>In Season 2, we get deeper into these relationships and also see new ones bloom. We witness the special bond that Mike and Will share, the abusive dynamic of the Hargrove household, Dustin and Lucas spar over Max while she adapts to being adopted by a group of nerds, Steve and Nancy’s relationship fails and Johnathan and Nancy’s begins, and even Karen get frustrated over her boring rut of a marriage. We also see Mike, at least early on in the season, desperately reach out to Eleven, and it’s indicated he’s been doing this for just shy of a year (353 days I believe). <br/><br/>In Season 3, a heavy-handed theme is “we don’t understand each other.” This is displayed prominently by multiple relationships. It’s most obvious with Johnathan and Nancy, where I believe it was directly stated. Nancy feels he doesn’t believe in her and her journalistic hunches, while he feels she isn’t considering how badly he needs that internship since he lacks her familial resources. Joyce and Hopper’s relationship goes on a roller coaster stemming from Hopper seeing Joyce as playing around with him as he tries his best to open his heart again, but Joyce still has grief over Bob and understandable paranoia about the lab holding her back. Max and Lucas seem ok, showing some playful banter, but we’re also told they’ve broken up five times. Seeing as how they’ve only been together for about 7-8 months or so. That’s a sign of a lack of understanding, but sadly we don’t get much more out of Lucas this season. Karen is tempted by Billy to bring some excitement into her life, though Ted is shown to be rather content with his boring family life. We’re also treated to the heartwarming friendship of Steve and Robin, which is teased as a romance through yet another misunderstanding.<br/><br/>This brings me to the crux of this post (finally), and that is Mike, and his horrible (or horribly written) relationships in Season 3. I can totally buy his attachment to Eleven. She helps him find Will in Season 1, and is traumatized by her disappearance (and apparent death) during the final battle with the Demogorgon. It’s completely understandable that he’d be affected by that, possibly feeling guilty and responsible, and desperate for her safe return. It’s totally realistic for a 12-year-old to develop a crush on a girl in a short amount of time such as the week he knew her. It’s unbelievably realistic for him to be immensely happy and relieved when she comes back in Season 2, safe and sound. It’s totally in-character for him to be a nervous wreck when she goes to close the gate. At no point, however, does this have the appearance of a romantic relationship, at least not a true and healthy one.</p><p>In Season 3, however, he is completely obsessed with her. It’s revealed by Lucas that he’s been neglecting his friends. He’s been seeing her every day, at least since summer started, and there are implications that Eleven primarily only sees Mike (Max is shocked to see her, we see no interactions between El and the others, she’s still not allowed to be out in public, etc.). This girl has had no opportunity for social or emotional growth in the roughly year and a half since she’s been out of the lab. Her question to Max (”How do I know if I like something?” or something along those lines) should be jarring. She’s never considered anything for herself. Pre-dumping, she and Mike are shown basically just making out. There’s no conversation, no getting to know each other, no simply enjoying each other’s company. The only time we see them with the others, Mike and El very quickly leave, which the others know means they want to make out. El is supposed to be friends with them too, but she seems equally obsessed with this relationship. It’s been months since the Snow Ball, they should be out of the honeymoon phase even if Mike’s opportunities to see her during the school year were limited. <br/><br/>So, unpopular opinion, Mike and El share an unhealthy relationship. He’s more annoyed than upset when she dumps him, while El has a blast hanging out with Max. It’s nice to see her grow with this, but she’s quite honestly depicted as being better off without Mike as a boyfriend. I’m not saying they couldn’t grow into a better couple, but we see nothing like that in this season. They make up in the hospital, and Mike awkwardly tries to talk about feelings in the grocery store, but they just aren’t hearing each other. They don’t understand each other. They still don’t at the end, to be honest. While many people seem to think they rekindle their relationship before the Byers’ move, Mike seems legit confused. He stands there, stock still, as El kisses him. He doesn’t kiss back, he doesn’t close his eyes, he doesn’t put his arms around her, he doesn’t return her “I love you”, and, as she walks off, he doesn’t get a goofy grin, a sad smile, or a hopeful look on his face. He stands there, confused, as if that kiss was unexpected and he doesn’t know how to feel about it. That wasn’t a boy who had been going out with this girl for the past three months post-Starcourt. If they were meant to be seen as a happy couple, tragically being torn apart, then the writers did a terrible job of it.<br/><br/>It’s almost too obvious that we’re supposed to compare this to Mike’s strained relationship with Will, though at the same time it’s like we’re meant to forget all of that. There’s curiously no acknowledgement to any of the bonding they shared in Season 2, even through flashbacks. Will is portrayed as being upset at the slightest sign of Mike and El’s romance. He doesn’t show frustration with Max or Lucas, and he’s amused at the prospect of helping Dustin contact his camp girlfriend. If this wasn’t intentional, then it’s either poor acting or poor writing. Both Mike and Will become single-minded, Mike towards El, and Will towards D&amp;D. There’s many possible explanations (besides the aforementioned bad writing) that could explain Will’s change of character, but that’s a post for another time, if people are interested. Will reaches his breaking point in a conversation that reads more like a breakup than anything else. Again, though, it’s clear they don’t understand each other. This is where the “Is Will gay?” speculation hits a crescendo, as he angrily states it’s not his fault Will doesn’t like girls. Will is&hellip;devastated, shocked, terrified? It’s hard to nail down. Mike is immediately remorseful, though his apology is severely lacking. Will’s parting words of “I guess I did. I really did.” again seem more like a breakup. I’d like to go on more, but besides Mike tracking Will down in the rain (not unsignificant), we see little between them until the goodbyes. Their scene is shorter than Mike and El’s, but significant in that it’s the only goodbye Will is shown having (apart from all the hugging). They speak in code again, with Mike worried Will may replace him, and Will reassuring Mike that could never happen. It’s worth mentioning that the smile Mike shows in this scene is the most genuine we see all season from him. <br/><br/>I’m not sure what to think about it all. Mike and Will’s relationship is somehow portrayed as stronger and deeper that Mike and El’s, but simultaneously less significant. It makes more sense for Mike to be closer to Will than El, and it’s curious that he and El are never shown trying to get to know each other. My ultimate conclusion, drawing on personal experience and someone with degrees in psychology and counseling, is that Mike and El are bad for each other, at least based on how they’ve been depicted thus far. They’re shown to be better outside of their relationship. <br/><br/>Ultimately, Mike lost both of these relationships at the end. While we know the three of them will meet again, they simply have the hope of visits and calls. Mike is left visibly upset as the Byers family drives off, but it’s ambiguous as to whether Will or El leaving upsets him more. I don’t think he knows the answer to that either. As he enters his mother’s embrace, he appears in a state of shock. This scene parallels him being comforted in season 1 when Will’s fake body was pulled from the water, even going so far as to include the same song. It’s possible he’s coming to a realization involving Will, which could explain the shock. I think the simplest explanation, though, is that we’re supposed to be as confused as Mike as to what all this means. Mike starting to consider that Will is more than just his best friend would be a breath of fresh air for a story like this, but I doubt it. <br/><br/>If you made it this far, let me know if you’d like more posts from me. I have thoughts on the effects of trauma on the characters, theories for season 4, and general opinions about seasons 1-3.</p>
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